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Among the four great tendencies in Jewish 

life I named Nationalism. In recent years, or to be more 

exact, since the beginning of tkeera of emancipation, which 

dates from the French revolution, the status of the Jew 

whether it be that of a race or a nation or a religion, has 

been broadly discussed. 'rbe reform movement, which began 

at the beginning of the last century, added fuel to this 

controversy. Maey of the leaders of the early reform 

movement maintained that Israel was not a race or a nation 

but a religious community. Some of the conferences abroad, 

and especially one in the United States--the Pittsburgh 

conference held in 1885, declared among other things that 

we consider ourselves no longer a nation but a religious 

community, and therefore expect neither to return to 

Palestine, and so forth. 

Thie view, of course, was furiously attacked 

by the conservative leaders of Israel, and also by some of 

the reform leaders. The rise of political Zionism in the 

last decade of the nineteenth century still further aggrav

ated this controversy, and only in the last decade since 

the war, and especially since the triumph of political 

Zionism, as attested by the Balfour declaration, which gave 

Israel the status of a nation among nations, did this 

controversy abate somewhat. 

Bow I shall not undertake this morning to stir 
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the roiled and troubled waters anew . . This subject of the 

status of the Jew, race, nation or religion, is at beet an 

academic subject, and I am concerned with the realities of 

Jewish life. The reality of the situation is that the Jew 

has, since the beginning of his career, looked upon himself 

as a distinct people, and that he still regards himself 

today as a distinct people. There have been a few men who 

have wished that the Jew would lose his physical identity; 

there are still a few men here and there who wish today that 

the Jew would assimilate and lose his identity, or who wish, 

as the Pittsburgh platform reads, "to consider themselves 

no longer a nation but only a religious community. 

But this is at best only a wish--a wish of 

what ought to be rather than a statement of what is. A 

wish cannot undo history and a wish cannot obliterate f,cts 

of history. The fact of history is that for the first 

thousand years of our existence the Jew possessed all the 

essential characteristics which we are wont to attribute to 

a nation. He had a common land, a common language, a 

common religion, a coiaon racial ancestry. In the last two 

thousand years of hie existence he lacked a common center 

and land; to a degree he lacked a common speech. I say to 

a degree and only to a degree, because Hebrew continued 

through the ages to be the universal language of Jewisa 

prayer and of Jewish literature. He did possess a common 

religion, and to a remarkable degree he maintained conmon 

racial anteceAenta. The racial strain of the Jew is lesa 
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blended with alien racial influxes than that of any other 

modern people. In place of a common land or a common 

center the Jew substituted an embracing messianic ideal--

a hope of restoration and rehabilitation, which since 

proved the ideal home in which the people lived during the 

years of exile waiting for the restoration to its own home. 

And destiny &ortunatel;r ) surrounded the Jews with so maey 
• 

restrictions and so ma:r17 oppressions that his life of 

necessity and by force of circumstances became isolated, and 

to that extent conserved. 

So that the Jew comes down to the twentieth 

century very much an integrated people held together by ties 

racial, religious, historical, enjoying common memories, 

common traditions, common loyalties, common aspirations; and 

these, we maintain--in deference to the realities of the 

situation--are the essentials of nationality. 

And another reality of the si~uation which 

we must accept is that the non-Jewish world regards the Jew 

as a distinct people. The non-Jew who has reasoning is not 

confused by any issue complex; he sees facts, and sees in the 

Jew a people possessing those distinctive qualities which he 

is wont to attribute to a people, and he accepts him as such. 

So that really a metaphysical or intellectual discussion of 

the problem of the status of the Jew is altogether beyond 

the peint. 

So potent was this idea of nationalism in 

Jewish life that when the Jew lost his political inlependenc• 
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and became scattered to the four corners of the earth, he 

refused to disappear. He posited two tremendous dogmas in 

bis life as an expression of his will to live, of hie will 

to persist. The first dogma is the dogma of the eternal 

people, and the second dogma is the dogma of the Messi-11. 

The dogma of the eternal people was first enunciated under 

exile, the first exile--the Babylonian. When the first 

temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. and the Jews were exiled 

to Babylon, they sensed then and there the menace of 

disintegration. There were many forces about them tending 

to break them up and to destroy their national self

identity. And so they established there in exile the dogma 

of the eternal people, and through the mouth of their great 

prophet, the anoJ17D1ous prophet of the exile, whom we call 

for lack of a better term the second Isaiah, whose prophecie• 

are found in the chapters 40 to 66 in the Book of Iaaiall,-

through his voice this national will-to-live expreaaea 

itaelf most perfectl7. "Whereas the new heaven and the 

new earth which I make endure before me, saith the Lord, so I 

shall your race and your name endure.""Por the mountain 

shall depart and the hills be overthrown, but JD7 kindnea■ 

shall not depart · from thee, nor shall my covenant of peace 

be overthrown. saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." 

"When thou shall pass through the watera.tt cries this 

prophet in anger in this magnificent and heroic passage, 

"I shall be with thee; and through the rivera, they shall 

not oTerflow thee; when thou shall go through fire, thou 
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shalt not be burned, and the flames shall not be kindled 

against thee. For thou art an eternal people." 

Bow this dogma of the eternal people waa 

never logicall7 proved. Like all dogmas they cannot be 

proved, and yet if logic has not established the truth of 

it, experience, to a degree, has. The Jew today ia warrant

ed in believing that somehow in him there is resident the 

quality of eternity; for what has not the world done to him 

in order to break him and to destroy him? When he stands 

today and scans the purview of all his yesterdays; when he 

considers what the armies of Babylon and Assyria sought 

to do to him, and the winged armies of Memphis and Thebes, 

and the hoplites of the Greeks and the iron legions of the 

Romana and all the followers of the crosa and the crescent, 

who mistook and misintrepreted the ideals of their own 

faith,--what the rack and the stake and the Inquisition and 

exile and ghetto and yellow badge and pogrom and maeaaore 

have sought to do to the Jew,--I say, when the Jew scans hia 

past and sees what instruments of destruction were brought 

to play upon him, and that in spite of them all be is, he 

persists, he lives, perhaps he is justified in believing in 

the dogma of the eternal people. 

The second dogma which the Jew established as 

an-expression of his will to live was the dogma of the 

Keaaiah. In a way it derives from the first dogma--the 

dogma of the eternal people. The belief in the Messiah 

began with the conquest of Palestine by the Boman■ and with 
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the beginning of the oppression of the people by the Romana. 

It gained tremendous iapetua at the time of the destruction 

of the temple and the loss of national independence, and 

from the day of the ·destruction of the temple to the day, 

almost nineteen hundred years later, when the Hebrew univere• 

it7 was dedicated on Mount Scopue, in sight of the temple 

mount, this faith in the coming of an era of redemption, of 

emancipation, of reconstruction, physical and spiritual, 

was never wanting in the life of the people. At every crisis 

in its life it :flared up; at every great universal movement 

or event it came to the surface, whether it was the collapse 

of the Roman Empire or the rise of Mohammedanism or the 

Crusades or the Black Death in the thirteenth and the 

fourteenth centuries, or the Protestant Refonnation or the 

Cossack uprisings in the seventeenth century, or the French 

Revolution, or the World War. Whenever there transpired an 

event which stirred the world the messianic hopes in Israel 

surged to the surface and the embers glowed with rare 

expectancy. And the finest minds in Israel throughout the 

ages· dreamt of the return, prayed for the coming of the 

Messiah, and even calculated the time when he would come. 

Whether it was rabbis like Jochanan ben Zaccai and Akiba, 

or philosophers like Saadia and Maimonides, or poets like 

Gabirol or Jebu4a Halevi, or statesmen like Haati ibn Shaprut 

or Iaaac Abarbanal, or mystics like Abulafia and Isaac Lur1a l -

whatever type, whatever profession, the finest minds in 

Israel throughout the age ■ hoped for the return, prayed for 
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it, and even calculated the coming of the Messiah. 

Because in them the will to live, 

the national, the racial will to survive and to live a 

fuller and richer and quieter life was never dead; and 

modern Zionism, I make bold to say, is an expression of this 

self-same messianic hope. It may be less mystic, it may be 

more realistic, its technique and apparatus may be more 

scientific, it may be paying much more attention to the 

realities of the international situation than the fore

fathers in the Middle Ages, but the rise of the movement is 

the same, the faith which inspires it is the same, the 

driving impulse, the dynamics of it are the same. 

So that nationalism, to my way of thinking, 

is just as real a tendency in Jewish life as prophecy and 

as legalism and as mysticism, of which I spoke in the past 

weeks. But this is an essential thought: the Jew gave the 

idea of nationalism a unique turn; the Jew gave the concept 

of nationalism a distinctive definition, and that perhaps 

is one of the great contributions which Israel has made to 

civilization. ro the Jew it is not enough for a nation 

merely to survive, to exist, or to grow through conquest. 

That is not enough;to the Jew a nation must vindicate its 

existence through some social, creative purpose, Just like 

an individual. Just as no individual fulfills hie desti~ 

merely by living or by growing great and powerful through 

acquisition of things, so a nation does not justif~ it■ 

existence merely by surviving or b7 growing imperial through 
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conquest and aggrandizement. fhat is not enough. A 

nation muat--so says the philosophy of Jewish nationalism-

find its highest motif and its highest goal in some organ, 

in some form of human service. 

Now early in Jewish history the Jew found 

for himself his motif, hie goal, andver7 early in his hietor7 

the Jew came and spoke of himself aa the .. Servant of God. 

As a kingdom of priests and a holy people. Not a people 

which arrogate& unto itself a priesthood and holiness, but 

of a people which strivea to be priestly and holy. And that 

same great prophet who announced the dogma of the eternity 

of Israel also announced in marvelous phrase the dogma of 

the mission of Israel. "Behold JJY servant, whom I uphold; 

my chosen one in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my 

spirit upon him; he shall make the right to go forth to the 

nations. He shall not fail nor become weary until he shall 

have established justice in the earth." Again: "I, the 

Lord, have called thee for salvation; I will hold thee by 

the hand; I will defend thee .and make thee a covenant of 

the peoples. a light unto the nationa." 

Why? To open theeyes of the blind, to 

bring the prisoners out of the priaea-houae, and they that 

dwell in darkness out of the dungeon■. !hink of itl 

!wenty-six hundred years ago, in exile, a broken people was 

in position to define a conception of nationalism whick so 

far transcends all the conceptions of nationaliaa which the 

nation■ of the world haTe today in the twentieth centu17. 



• 

• 

Israel conceived it to be its task in the 

world not to grow great and conquer, not to establish a 

vast empire, not to explore the extreme ends of the earth 

and exploit the resources of the earth,but to the~ light 

unto the nations, to bring the prisoners out of the prison

house, and him who dwells in darkness out of the dungeon; 

to establish the right, the right justice, God's moral law 

in the world. !hat is the mission of Israel. People 

have spoken flippantly of it; some people have spoken 

cynicall7 of it, and yet it is one of the real facts of 

Jewish life. And the mission idea does not at all, as 

has been frequently maintained and as is etill being 

frequently maintained, preclude the idea of nationalism. 

The great prophet, the eecond Isaiah, who gave the classic 

expression to the ideal of the mission of Israel, wae 

himself the supreme nationalist and the supreme Zionist 

of his day. 

The Jew need not be scattered to the four 

corners of the earth in order to carry out his mission, &DJ' 

more than the Greeks had to be scattered to the four corner■ 

of the earth to carry out their national mission, which was 

to teach mankind bow to think logically and critically and 

how to feel esthetically the beauty of the world. But it 

would be a mistake on the part of the champions of Jewish 

nationalism to push to the background this inspiriting 

motif of Jewish life. I would not wish ID7 people to become 

another little statelet, another little Montenegro aome-
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wheres in the corner of the earth, merely for t ·he sake of 

existing as a separate entity there. I wish my people to 

continue its historic mission as a light-bringer unto 

mankind,and as a reclaimed and integrated people on its 

own soil carry on this · great work which destiny seems to 

have outlined for it from the beginning of time. 

It is of interest to note, friends,--tbis is 

perhaps my last word in connection with this aeriea--that 

these four great tendencies of which I spoke--prophecy, 

legalism, mysticism, nationalism--received their consummate 

expression in Palestine; their most complete and most 

perfect expression in Palestine. I do not mean to sa7 

that in exile in the last two thousand years the Jews did 

not create aD7 values and did not contribute to society . 

He did; he gave much to the world even as he received much 

from the world. He participated in every great cultural 

movement, but somehow the real stamp of creative geniua, of 

originality, of world-conquering truth are possessed by 

those things which were born on the soil of Palestine. 

Now it is not that the soil of Palestine is 

any more inspiring or holier than the soil of any other 

nation or aD7 other land, but in exile the Jew laoked 

freedom, and freedom is at the very root of creative geniua. 

Preedom ·a1one enables a man to express, without let or 

·Aindrance, the gifts which are latent in hie soul, which he 

can expreaa, and throughout the last two thousand years the 

Jew baa lacked that complete freedom, that apaciousneaa, 
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that atabilit7, that aense of belonging which enables a . 

people to create for it great and lasting things. 

And then in exile the Jew has lacked the 

stimulating environment which makes for greatness. In the 

diaspora his greatness is either crishing, stultifying, 

forcing him in upon himself, or it is completely diainte-
. 

grating and assimilating. Either is dangerous to creative 

greatness. The fact of the Zionist ideal is, I take it, 

just this wish to regain the authentic mood in Jewish life 

and the authentic voice, to recapture greatness by finding 

freedom and the s~imulating environment which it had in its 

ancient days. 

The Jew in Palestine may create in the years 

to come values comparable to those which he created in the 

past in Palestine. It is not at all certain that he will. 

Perhaps people will say the Zionist is a miracle-mongerer; 

he is hoping for miracles; · the past cannot be recaptured. 

I Perhaps so; but Israels life has been so full of miracles, 

its very existence and survival has been such a marvelous 

miracle, that I am ready to take a chance upon this miracle 

of tomorrow. As for those Jews who will remain in the 

diaapora--and the majority of our people will always remain 

outside of Palestine--they can do three things and remain 

contributing forces to civilization. The first is this: 

they can remain loyal to their faith. The second is this: 

they can preserve their racial and historical identity. 

In ot.ber words, in this beloved land of ours the Jew can 
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completely Americanize himself, share in the common life of 

America, obey its laws, participate in its government, co~

tribute to its national life, love it, serve it, and at the 

same time keep from destroying himself, from assimilating 

himself beyond recognition. 

And lastly the Jew in the diaspora, here and 

elsewhere, may continue as a contributing force to civiliza

tion by living up to the ideals of his race--the moral law, 

the moral teaching; by living up to the ideal, the mission 

of his people; that he is, in a sense, a missionary to 

mankind, an apostle of truth, a messenger of good tidings, 

a champion of justice and truth. 

I hear a great deal today about anti-Semitism. 

I hear various complaints everywhere about prejudice, and 

I hear these complaints most in those circles which somehow 

seem to have entirely drifted away from Judaism. When I 

come into a circle of people who are not affiliated with a 

temple or a synagogue, who do not participate in Jewiaa 

educational movements or in any movement of Jewish interests, 

the first subject of conversation is anti-Semitism. !hat is 

the one thing that hurts them; it is the one thing that 

disturbs their bovine peace; it is the one thing that 

irritates them. If that were removed, why, they would be 

in Paradise . 

My great concern is not anti-Semitiaa; I am 

used to it; f117 people is used to it; we have experienced it 

for twe.nty centurie■; it is not a novel experience in our 
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life; we are reconciled to it; we have developed a strateg 

how to meet it; we have seen it in uglier forms in the past; 

we shall see it in the future; we shall abide as we did in 

the past. It does not bother me. What bothers me, what 

hurts me to the quick, what brings sorrow to my- heart is 

to see the moral debacle of our people, the break-up of 

moral idealism, the encroaching of materialism and satura

tion of the whole body of Israel in this land with all the 

vileness and the corruption which comes fran prosperity too 

quickly gotten and not readily assimilated. That is the 

tragedy of Jewish life in America; and it is a growing 

tragedy, and it is~ tragecq for which the non-Jew is not 

responsible,for which we ourselves are responsible. When 

I see the rising Jewish generation, the young Jewish men and 

women, steeping in sensuality, in materialism, thinking only 

of the day and of success and of prosperity and of pleasure 

and the hectic chase after material thinga; •hen I look 

about me and see the standard■ which have been set up in 

Jewish life, I say to 1117self how tragically we have failed 

in our mission as the prieat people of mankind. 

Oh, I know you will tell me everybody else ia 

doing it; the non-Jew is no better. Of couree he is no 

better; we have no monopoly on vice; we have no monopoly on 

materialiaa. I know that. But we aa■umed the task, we 

burdened ourselves twenty-six hundred yeara ago with a world

revolutionizing career of service; we were tom•~• the right 

to prevail on the earth; we were to establish Justice;•• 
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wet• to be a light and a leading to the nation. We are not 

doing it. When I see daily the number of Jews in the 

professions who fall below the line of the ethics of the 

profession; when I see the number of Jews, adult and juvrile, 

who are crowding into our courts, crowding in frightful 

numbers into our court■; when I look about me and see the 

number of Jewish home■ that are breaking up; when I look 

about me and see the hundreds and the thousands of young 

Jewish boys and girls growing up without God, without Torah, 

without. ideals, I see before me the greatest tragedy in 

Jewish life, and all your wealth and all your prosperit7 

and all your beautiful homes and all your sense of ease 

and peace do not for a moment compensate for this tragie 

loss. 

I believe that American Israel needs a 

stirring revival, an awakening, a return to fundamentals, 

a taking of stock of its spiritual life. If we are to con-
• 

tinue as a people, as a distinct group, then we ought to 

continue as a worthwhile, helpful, creative group in 

American life. In other words, we shall have to go back 

and pay an attentive ear to the mighty phrases of our sages 

and prophets of old; we shall have to think a little more of 

spirit, of ideal, of God, of worship, of prayer, of service, 

of education, and a little less of pleasure and money and 

wealth and displa7. 

!hat ia our taak for tomorrow. !he same 

four tendencies muat continue if we are to continue: the 
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spirit of prophecy--to do Justl7, to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with God; the spirit ~f legalism--to observe the 

laws of the Torah, those laws which are still essential in 

our life toda7; the spirit of mysticism-~the higher quest 

of God, the yeamng after God; and the spirit of national 

loyalty and group solidarity. 

That is our task and our challenge for 

• tomorrow. 
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Among tae four great tendencies in Jewish 

life I name4 Bationalism . In recent yeara. or to be more 

exact. since the beginning of theera of emancipation, which 

aate■ from the French reYolution. the status of the Jew 

whether it be that of a race or a nation or a religion, ha■ 

b••• broa417 41aousse4. The reform ■OYement, which began 

at the beginning of the laat century, added fuel to thia 

oontr0Yera7. lla!J1' of the leaders of the earl7 reform 

move~ent maintaine4 that Israel was not a race or a nation 

but a religious communit7. Some of the conferences abroad. 

and especiall7 one in the United Statea--the Pittsburgh 

conference held in 1885. declared among other thinga that 

we consider ourselvea no longer nation but a religious 

communit7. and therefore expect neither to return to 

Palestine. and so forth. 

!his Yiew, of courae, was furiously attacked 

by the conservative leaders of Israel, and also b7 some of 

the reform leader■. The riae of political Zioni■m in the 
I 

. 

laat· decade of the nineteenth centur7 ■till further aggray-

ate4 this contr0Yera7, and onl7 in the laat deoade ainoe 

the war, and especially aince the triuap~ of political 

Zionin, aa atteate4 b7 the Balfour declaration, which gaYe 

Iarael the statue of a nation &111ong natiou, did thl■ 

Bow I ahall not undertake thia morning to ■tir 
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the roiled and troubled waters anew. Thie subject of the 

status of the Jew, race. nation or religion. is at beet an 

academic subject. and I am concerned with the realities of 

Jewish life. The reality of the situation is that the Jew 

has. since the beginning of his career, looked upon himself 

as a distinct people, and that be still regards himself 

today as a distinct people. There have been a few men who 

have wished that the Jew would lose his physical identit7; 

there are still a few IINBl here and there who wish today that 

the Jew would assimilate and lose hie identit7, or who wish, 

as the Pittsburgh platform read■. Af'\o consider themaelTe■ 

no longer a nation but only a religious communit7. 

But this ia at beat only a wis~--a wish of 

what ought to be rather than a state ant of what is. A 

wish cannot undo hietor7 and a ieh cannot obliterate f~cte 

of histor;r. The fact of histor7 is that for the first 

thousand years of our existence the Jew possessed all the 

essential characteristics which we are wont to attribute to 

a nation. He had a common land, a coI11Don language, a 

cormnon religion, a coilDon racial ancestr7. In the last two 

thousand years of hie existence he lacked a common center 

and land; to a degree he lacked a common speech. I aa7 to 

a degree and only to a degree, because Hebrew continued 

through the a ea to be the univeraal language of Jewia~ 

prayer and of Jewieh literature. H 414 po••••• a comaoa 

religioa, and to a remarkable degree he maintainel oo-oa 

racial anteoe .. nt■• ~• raoia~ of the 
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blended lien racial of SIJ1' other 

modern In place of a common land or a common 

center the Jew substituted an embracing messianic ideal--

a hope of restoration and rehabilitation, which since 

proved the ideal home in which the ~eople lived during the 

years of exile waiting for the restoration to its own home. 

ABe. estiny fortunately surrounded the Jews with so many 

restrictions and so ma~ oppressions. that his life of 

necessity and by force of circumstances became isolated, and 

to that extent conserved. 

Sot.po• the Jew comes down to the twentieth 

century very much an integrated people held together by tie ■ 

racial, religious, historical, enJoying common memoriea, 

common traditions, common loyaltiea, common aspiration■; and 

these, we maintain--in de~erence to the realitie ■ of the 

situation--are the easentials of nationality. 

jacJ~other reality of the situation which 

we must accept is that the non-Jewish world regards the Jew 

as a distinct people. The non-Jew who baa reaeeniag ia not 

conf&ae~-by' esue complex, he••" act•, and sees in the 

Jew a neople possessing those distinctive qualities which he 

is wont to attribute to a people, and he accepts him as such. 

that=1eall7 metaphysical or intellectual discussion of 

the pro~lem of the status of the Jew ia altogether beyond 

the peint. 

So potent was thia idea of nationaliam in 

Jewish life that when the Jew lost hie political inlepen4ence 
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and became acattered to the four corners of the earth, he 

refused to disappear. He posited two tremeDdoua dogmaa in 

hie life aa an expression of hie will ~e ll•e, of ala wil~ 

to persisi. The first ieg a is the dogma of the eternal 

people, and the second dogma ia the dogma of the Kessiah. 

The dogma of the eternal people was first enunciated under 

~ the first exile--the Babylonian. en the first 

temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. and the Jews were exiled 

to Babylon, they sensed then and there the menace of · 

disintegration. There were any forces about them tending 

to break them up and to destroy their national self

identit:,. :\nd jo they established t.aei:e in exile the dogma 

of the eternal people, and through the mouth of their great 

prophet, the anOJJTIDOUS prophet of the exile, whom we call 

for lack of a better tera th second Iaaiah, wboae ~pMcie■ 

ax:a-~IUMI~ O t-o 6 1• tae Bo k of IaaialL,--

tlltoagll fti ■ Yel1!'e this national will-to-11Te express•• 

itself moat perfectl7. "Whereaa the new heaven and the 

new earth wbioh I make endure before me, aaith tbe Lord, ao 

shall your race and your name endure.""Por the mountain 

shall depart and the hilla be overthrown, but ID7 kindneaa 

shall not depart from thee, nor shall my coTenant of peace 

be overthrown. saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." 

"When thou shall pass through the water■," cries thia 

prophet in anger in thia magnificent and heroic paaaage, 

"I shall be 1th thee; and through the river■, the:, shall 

not oTerflow thee; hen thou ahall go through fire. thou 
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shalt not be burned, and the flames shall not be kindled 

against thee. For thou art an eternal people." 

•e•~is dogma of the eternal people waa 

neTer logicall7 proTed. L15e all dogm&I t'fi'ey· cannot be 

it, experience, to a degree, baa. The Jew today la warrant-

ed in believing that somehow in him tl1a1e is resident the 

quality of eternity; for what bas not the orld done to him 

in order to break him and to destroy him? When he stands 

today and scans the purview of all his yesterdays; when he 

considers what the armies of abylon and Assyria ought 

to do to him. and the winged armies of Memphis and Thebes, 

and the hoplites of the Greeks and the iron legions of the 

Romana and all the followers of the cros■ and the crescent, 

who mistook and miaintrepreted the ideals of their own 

faitb,(what the rack and ne stake and the Inquisition and 

exile and ghetto and pogrom and masaaore 

have sought to dot the Jew. -I eay, when the Jew soana hie 

pa■t and sees what instruments of destruction ere brougkt 

persist■, he liTe■, perhapa he ia Justified in belieTing in 

the dogma of th eternal people. 

The second dogma which the Jew established aa 
• 

an expression of his will to live was the dogma of the 

easiah. In a way it derives from the first dogma--the 

dogma of the eternal people. 

began 1th the conquest of Palesti 

ef in the ea iah 

omana and with 
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the ~eginning crr · the oppree ½on 0£ the peuple by tne Romana. 

It gained tremendous iapetua at the time of the destruction 

of the temple and the lose of national independence, and 

from the daY. of the destruction of the temple to the day, 

almost nineteen hundred years later, when the Hebrew uniTera

it7 was dedicated on Mount Scopu■, in sight of the temple 

mount, this faith in the coming of an era of redemption, of 

emancipation, of reconstruction, physical and spiritual, 

was never wanting in the life of the people. At every crisi■ 

in its life it :flared up; at every great uniTereal moTement 

or event it came to the surface, whether it was the collapse 

of the Roman pire or the rise of ohammedaniem or the 

Crusades or the Black Death int thirteenth and the 

fourteenth centuries, or the Prot t nt Refonnation or the 

Cossack uprisings in the eave tenth century, or the French 

ReTolution, or the "lorld ar. Whenever there transpired an 

event which stirred the world the messianic hopes in Israel 

aurged to the surface and the embers glowed with rare 

expectancy. he finest minds in Iarael throughout the 

age■ dreamt of the return, prayed for the coming of the 

Kessiah, and eTen calculated the time when he would come. 

Whether it waa rabble like Joohanan ben Zaceai and Aklba, 

or philosopher■ like Saa4la and Kaimonide■ , or poet■ like 

Gabirol or Jehuda BaleTl, or atate11111en like Ha~1 ibn Shaprut 
• 

or Iaaac Abarbanel, $r myetica like Abulafla and Iaaao Luria,-

whatever type, whateTer profeaslon, the fine ■t mlnde ln 

Israel throughout the a e■ hope4 for the return. prayed for 

_,_ 
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it.~ even calculated the coming of the eesiah. 

And by? Because in them • 

to live a 

fuller and richer and quieter life was never dead; and 

modern Zionism, I make bold to aay, ls an expression of thia 

■elf-aame messianic hope. It may be leas mystic, it may be 

more realistio, its technique and apparatus may be more 

scientifio, it may be paying much more attention to the 

realities of the international aituation than the fore

fathers in the Kiddle Agee, but the rise of the moTement is 

the same, the faith hich inspires it is the aame. tmr 

So 16iPat bfutionaliem, to my way of thinking. 

ie just as real a tendenc7 i n Jeii h life as ropbec7 and 

as legalism and as myatici m~ o~~~ ~--'l"tft~•~ 

peke. ut thi is un eseontial thought: the Jew ave the 

idea of nationalism a unique turnt t-ne--w.,.~i&Ka--Wli_•,-_• __ ~_:::pt 

pLsationa11em a :on, and that nape 

1.a--&1ae-~~ ;f!i!r~ Test eoAtr.ibutiona hich I rael haa made to 

••atton. To the Je it is not enough for a nation 

merely to survive, ~ - •xiat or to grow through conquest. 

·~--- ia n~t eno gh;to the Jew a nation muat vindicate it■ 

existence through aome ■ocial, or atiTe purpoee, Just like 

an indiTidual. Just as no indiTidual fulfill■ hie 4eet~ 

merely by liTing or by growing great and po•rful t~roug)I 

acqui■ition of thing■, o a nation doe not ~uetifJ it■ 

existence merel7 by aurv1T1ng or b7 growing imperial through 

_.,_ 
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conquest end aggrandizement. _j;JJ~..J...&..ll0.--61JIMI~. 

nation muat--ao aaya the philosoph.7 of Jewish nationalism--

find its highest motif and its highest ~ •.-.t11m, 

in some form of human aerTice. 

In arl7 in Jew1ah history the Jew found 

for himself his motif, hie goal, andver7 early in his histor7 

the Jew came and spoke of himself as the .. Servant of God. 

Aa a kingdom of priests and a holy people. Bot a people 

which arrogates unto itaelf a priesthood and holinaae, but 

of a people which strives to be prieatl7 and holy . .Mt4chat 

aame great prophet who announced the dogma of the eternity 

of Isr el also announced in marvelous phrase the dogma of 

the mission of Israel. "Behold servant, whom I uphold; 

my ohosen one in hom my soul d 11 hteth; I have put my 

spirit upon him; he shall ma et e right to go forth to the 

nations. He shall not fail nor become weary until h shall 

haTe ostablished justice in the earth." Again: ''I, the 

Lord, have called thee for salvation; I 111 hold thee b7 

the hand; I will defend theo and make thee a covonant of 

the eoples. a light unto the nations." 

Why? To open theeyea of the blind, to 

bring the prisoners o t of the priao~-houae, and they that 

dwell in dark:nasa out of the dungeona. 'l'hink of it! 

!went7-aix hundred 7eara ago, in exile, a broken people was 

in po itlon to define a conception of nationalia■ •hie~ ao 

far transcends all the conceptiona of nationali■■ whlca the 

nation■ of the world have tod yin the t entleth centu17. 

-a-
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Israel conceived it to be its task in the 

world not to gro· great and conquer, not to establish a 

~ exploit the resources of the earth,but to tM a light 

unto the nations ~ o bring the prisoners out of t!1e rison

house, and him ho dwells in darkness out of the dungeon; 

to establish the ri ht. the right justice, God's moral law 

in the orld. That is the mission of Israel. People 

have spoken flipp ntly of it; 

yet it ie one o! the re 1 facts of 

Jewish life. emission idea do a not at all, aa 

has been frequently maintained and as is still being 

frequently maintainod, pr elude the ide of nationalism • 

The great prophet, t e secon Is 1 , who ave he claasia 

expres ion vo tle id la~ th ·ssion of Israel, was 

hineelf the supreme uationnlist nd t e supreme Zionist 

of hi day. 

The Je need not be ecutt red to the four 

corners o· the earth in order o carry out hls mlasio~0 Il7 

more than the reeks d to the four corners 

of the earth to carry out their national miseion~tch was 

tote ch mankind ho ogicall7 and and 

ho to feel esthetically the beauty o! the orl4;) But it 

would be a ietake on the art of the champions of Je ish 

nation 11am to push to the background this inspiriting 

otif of Je lsh life. I ould not ish r47 people to bee•• 

another little atatelet, another little ontenegro 
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. where~ in the coxlll!r of ihe ea••• 9 merel7 for the aake of 

existing as a separate entity there. I wish my people to 

continue ita historic mission as a light-bringer unto 

mankind.and aa a reclaimed and integrated people on its 

own soil car17 on this great work which destiny seems to 

haTe outlined for it from the beginning of time. 

It is of interest to note. f•lenda. iM&...1 

p~rhapa m,: last word in conneotion with this seriea--that 
--:,4,1) 

legalism. mysticism. nationaliam--receiTed their consu1D111ate 

p-effect expr•aeion in Palestine. I do not mean to aq 

that in exile in the last two thousand years the ~ewe did 

not create 8.Jl7 Talue■ and did not contribute to aociet7 . 

.., lie iii; We gaTe much to the world e'Yen as he receiTed mucll 

:from the world. Be par-U:cipate4 tn eTeTy grea~ eultur.al 

JBOvement. ut somehow the real stamp of creatiTe genlu■• of 

originality. of world-conquering truth are possessed by 

those thinga which were born on the soil of Palestine. 

Beiw tis not that the soil .of Palestine ia 

a117 more inspiring or holier than the soil of a117 other 

nation or &JlT other land. but in exile the Jew laoke4 

freedo■. and freedom is at the Tery root of creatiTe geniua . 

Hreedom alone enables a man to expreas, witllout let or 

hindrance, the gifts which are latent in hie aoul~ 

Jew baw-~ac-k-4 that 0011plete freeao■• 

-10-
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that ■tabilitz, that aenae f be-longing whiclL enables a 

peo,18 to creaie fort g~eat and lasting thinga. 

And abhen:1:n exile the Jew has lacked the 

stimulating environment which make■ for greatneaa. In the 

diaspora hie greatness is either crishlng, stultifying. 

forcing him in upon himself. or it is completely disinte

grating and assimilating. Either is dangerous to creative 

greatneaa. The fact of the Zioniat ideal is. I take it, 

jus·t this wish to regain the authentic mood in Jewish 11:fe I \/ 

and the authentic voice, to recapture greatness by finding 

freedom and the stimulating enTironment which it had in its 

ancient de.ya. 

!he Jew iD Palestine may create in the year■ 

to come Taluee comparable to those which he created in the 

paat in Palestine. It 1■ not at all certain that he will. 

Perhapa people will aay the Zionist ia a m11acle mongerer; 

...,b& la hoping for miracles; the past cannot be recaptured. 

Perhaps sot ~t Israel's life has been ao -full of miraclea, 

its very existence and survival has been such a marTeloua 

miracle, that I am ready to take a chance upon this miracle 

of tomorrow. As for those Jews who will remain in the 

diaapora--and the majority of our people will always remain 

outside of Palestine--they can do three things and remain 

contributing forces to civilisation • ...-Ce ,t'lrat -ie thi■ 1-

the7 can remain loyal to their faith. econd ie •hi■ 1-

the7 can preserve their racial and hi■torloal identit7. 

In other word■, in thla beloTed lan4 of ours the Jew oaa 
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completely ericanize himaelf, share in the common life of 

merioa, obey its lan, participate in its government, con

tribute to its national life. loTe it, aene it, and at the 

eame time keep from 4eetroying himself, from assimilating 

· himeelf beyond r~cognition . 

..Mid. laetl.7 the Jew in the diaspora, here and 

elsewhere, ma7 continue as a contributing force to civiliza

tion b7 living up to the ideals of his race--tAe mete¼ i••• 

the moral teaching; b7 living up to the ideal, the mission 

of hie people~ .,.....~ he is, in a sense, a miseiona17 to 

mankind, an apostle of truth, a messenger of good tiding■, 

a champion of Juatice and truth. 

I hear a great 4 al today about anti-Semitism . 

I hear ~us complalntv- eYe 

I hear the ■e complaints most int ae circle■ which somehow 

•••• to have entirely drifted way fro./44ai-. When I 

come into a circle of people who are not affiliated witk a . 

temple or a synagogue, who do not particl»at• in , Jewi■k 

educational moTementa or in~ moTement of Jewi■h intere■t■, 

the firat subject of conversation ia anti-Semitin. That i■ 

the one thing that hurts them; it 1a the one thing that 

disturbs their bovine peace; that 

- ir1itatea them. If that were remoTed, wlq, they would be 

in Paradise. 

liq great concern le not anti-Semiti■■; I am 

uae4 to it; rq people ia uaed to it; we haTe experienced it 

for twenty centurie■; it i■ not a noTel experience in our 
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life; we are reconciled to it; e have developed a strateg7, 

e&...-41t1aee-t it;• have aeen it in uglier forms in the past; 

we shall aee it in the future; we shall abide as we did 1n 

the paat. It doea not bother me. What bothers me. what 

hurt■ me to the quick, •bat briR@:B eo11uw ~ eart la 

to see the moral debacle of our people. the break-up of 

moral idealism. the encroaching of materialism and satura

tion of the whole body of Israel in this land with all the 

Tilenese and the corruption which comes frca prosperity toe 

quickly gotten and not readily assimilated. That is the 

tragedy of Jewish life in merica; and it is a growing 

tra ed7, aJMl it le a tragetlJ for which the non-Jew is not 

reeponeible,for hich we ourselves are responsible. When 

I see the rising Jewish gen rat fon, tbe ye,mg 

ateepi.ag in aensualit7, in materialism, thinking onl.7 

of the da7 and of success and of prosperity and of pleasure 

and the hectic chaae aft r material thinge; when I look 

about me and see the standard■ which haTe been set up in 

• Jewish life, I say to 117self how tragically we have failecl 

in our mission as the priest people of mankind. 

Oh, I know you will tell me eTer7body elae ia 

doing_ it; the non-Jew is no better. Of course he is no 

better; we have no monopol7 on vice; we have no monopol7 on 

materialia■. I know that. But we aaaumed the task, we 

burdened ourselves twenty-six hundred year• ago with a worl4-

reTolutlon1z1ng career of service; we ere to mabJ the right 

to prevail on the earth; e were to eatabllah Juatice; we 
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were to be a light and a leading to the nation. e are not 

doing it. mien I see daily the number of Jews in the 

profession■ who fall below the line of the ethics of the 

profession; when I see the number of Jew■ • adult and juvaile, 

who are crowding into our courts. ,·ei-ewiing in 11 i:gb~l 

muaeer• lnto OQr e&urcta; when I look about me and see the 

D11mber of Jewish homes that are breaking up; when I look 

about me and see the hundreds and the thousands of young 

Jewish boys and girls growing up without God, without Torah. 

without ideal■• I eee before me the greatest traged7 in 

Jewish life. and all your ealth and all your prosperit7 

and all your beautiful homes and all your sen■• of ease 

and peace do not for a moment compensate for this tragie 

loa■ • 

I belieTe that erican Israel needa a 

stirring reviTal. an awakening. a return to fundamental•. 

a taking of stock of its spiritual life. If e are to con

tinue as a people, as a distinct group. then we ought to 

continue as a orthwhile, helpful. creative group in 

American life. In other ords. we shall have to go back 

and pay an attentive ear to the might7 phrases of our sage■ 

and prophets of old; we shall have to think a little more of 
. 

spirit, of ideal, of God, of worship, of prayer, of eerTioe. 

of education. and a little leas of pleaaure and money an4 

wealth and 41apla7. 

"'hat 18 Oil~ 

f8ttr t a4encl•• nrt onti'Jllle collti1111e; • 
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apirit of prophec7--to do justl7. to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with God; the spirit of legalism--to observe the 

laws of the Torah, thoae laws which are still essential in 

our life toda7; the spirit of mysticiam--the higher quest 

of God. the yeaning after God; and the spirit of national 

lo7a1t7 and group aolidarit7. 

!hat is our task and our challenge for 

tomorrow . 
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• i 

TIONALISM -- THE STRUGGIE FOR URVIVAL 

i0 /2he Temple, February 14, 1926 

This sub~ect of the status of the Jew, race, ation, or religion is 

at best an academic su ject, and I am concerned dth the realities of Jewish 

life. Tbe. eaJity of th situation is that the Jew has, since the h ~innin~ of 

his career, looked upon him lf as a di tinct people, and that h still re~~rds 

himself today as a distinct people. There have b en a few K who have wi.hed 
physical 

that the Jew would lose his~identity; there are still a few here and t ere w~o 

'l.·lish toda tha thf" Jew would assimilate and lose hi5 irlen i y, or who ish, 

as the Pittshur~h platform reads, con5 \der the lves no on er a nation h 

only a r ii ious commun t • 

nut tis 1 at bes only a wish - a wish f w at ou~ht t0 be rather than a 

sat men of what isJ Aw sh cannot undo hi~torv and a wish cannot ohli er~ 

facts of hi5tory. 1'h fact of histor. is that fo he first thou and years of our 

exi~tence the Jew pos essed all thee sential characteristics which wear wont 

to at ribute to a nation. Be had a common land, a common lan~ua~e, a co on 

relt•fon, a common racia] ances r _ . In the las two housand years of hi existenc 

he lacked a corrmon cen r and land; to a de•ree he lack d a common spe ch. I say 

to a de ree an<l only to a de ree, b caus Hebrew continued XM MK throu~h the a es 

to be the universal lan~ua,e of Jew sh pra rand of Jewish literature. He did 

posses a conmon reli~ion, and to a remarkable de rce he maintained conTnOn racial 

ant .ced nts. 
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b~ended YJi th _alien rl.ci:ll ...... . • nf:-:.ixcs than that of nny other 

/ modern neople, In plcce of a co~mon land or a common 

center the Je ~ 3•.it ted an embracing mec,sianic idenl- -

a hope of restorction and reh& ilitation, w ich since 

proved the ideal h -9 in which t e neople live durin0 the 

years of exile waiting for the restoration to its own home. 

nd ~estiny fortunate y ~~r=ounded the Jews 1itb so many 

restrictions and so many oppressions. that his life of 

necessity and by force of circumstances became isolated, and 

to that extent conserved. 

So : ...... t· tJ.1 Je: co s down to the twentieth 

century very muc: n inteo-rutcd eople held together by ties 

racial, religio s, 1·storical, en oying common meoorics, 

common traditio .. s, c n. n 1 Ities, common as irations; and 

these , we mainta.i:1--i d ~er nc .. to the realities of th 

situation--are thee sc~t s of ut ionality. 

A.Aot er reality of the situation which 

we must accept is ·r:o.t t ... e ~n-Je "ish orld regards the Jew 

as a distinct ea.le. The no .... - Jew vho-hc.s --reasonin _s n t 

Jew a people posscr.:- in'-' t os distinctive qualities wh ich ho 

is wont to attribute to a pco le, end he accepts him as sue . 

So that--r-e-a-r. a ct~.:ysical o i tellectual discuss_ n of 

the proolem oft e sta 1 e of t~o Je~ is altogether bcyon 

the pint . 

So po"·cnt i.: s this idea of nationali in 

Je ·1is life tha.t -✓:hc~1 the e-; 1 st his political i 
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aid became scattered to the fo~ corners of the earth, he 

refused to disup_ ccr. ii.., os::..tctl tv10 tremendous do as i 

his life as an oxpress,;.on of is will t-o-liv i- is - ill 

to persist . ~ e 1irst is t e do ma of the eternal 

people, and the sccon dog;1a is t~e dogma of the Lessie.. 

The dogma of the et rnal peo 1 w2s first enunciated under 

e.xJ..1-e-; the first exi e--the Eab~lonian. r _en the fir st 

temple was destroyed in 5 6 B. C. nn the Je•,,s \ .. ere exile 

to Babylon, they ... ensed v .... en an t.here the menace of • 

disintegration. There Here many forces about the?:i tendi 

to break them up ant to d stray tnoir national self-

identity . '"knd: :o t Ley csta lis ed • 

of the eternal peoplo. and through the mouth of th ir great , 

prophet , the anonymous prop 0 o the exile. ·,horn we cull 

for lack of a bot~er t. t.e ~econ- Isaiah, wh se proph cies 

are- fond in·tlie c ~pterro :o to i .. t e Boo- of Isai , 

tJ:rrough his-voic· t~ ·? national rrill-to-live express s 

itself most perfectly. "n1e e,:la the new heaven and t c 

ne 'I eart whic" I make ndu_c fore me, sait the Lord, sq 

shall your race an U!' n :l · e ur . nn-::ior the tain 

shall depart and the h·11s b overthro·m, but my kindnesn 

shall not de art fr o a~ ..... 11 my c·o cnant of p aco 

b overthrown. sai t t __ e Lord tbu t ho. th m re~ on the . " 

"',1hen thou shall ass t _ o 7 h vhc ,a ters." cries t i 

prophet in ange 

"I s. all be wit· 

i1 t~ in m gnificent and heroic pass~ 

h0 ; ..:. 1d th o -- the rivers t ey shall 

not overflov tee· w .. cn t. ou h 11 o throu h fire. t~ u 
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shalt not be bu:ned ~d the fl~mes shall not be kindled 

against thee. :,or tho art an eternal people." 

_ v"this ogna of the eternal people was 

never logically proved. L" ~-o-a 

proved, anfr)'et if lo ic has not established the trut of 

it, experience. toad -ree, hos. The Jew today ia ~arrant

ed in believing tha somn~ow n im is resident the 

quality of eternity; for ·.-:h t has not the world done to him 

in order to break him and to destroy him? \'Jhen he stands 

today and scans the purvie of all his yesterdays; ~r.cn he 

considers what the armies o· .Jab r on and Assyria sou!'.Yht 

to do to him. and the ·1inged arri • es of '1emph1s and ~hebe , 

and the hopli tea of the Groc 1 ps and the iron le ions of the 

Romane and all the followers of ,~e cross and the crescent, 

who mistook and misin~ropreto the ideals of their ovm 

1aith,01hat th 0 r c~ ad ) ~~ ~ta~e and the Inquisition and 

exile and ghetto and y llo~ bud0 e and pogrom and massacre 

have sou0
00ht to do to t 1e Je v --I s:-i when the Jew scans his •J • __, 

past and sees who. inGtru'"' ents of destruction vmre broug: t 

to play upon him, na t~at i Bpite of the~ all c i , he 

porsi~ts, he livec, perhapc ~o is justified in belie in in 

the dogma of th otcrnol no 1~. 

The second c.0 0 , _,... v, ic 1 the Je il establis cd as 
• 

an expression of his r1ill to 1 o v,as ,he dogma of the 

Jessia . In a way it derives from the first doema--t o 

-dogma of t_e eternal , ~he elief in 

began with the conquc~t of Pal y the Ror:1ans an 
--------- - -
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th.e-b- i:nntn thc -o r ~slon of the people by t~e ?01~ns . 

It gained tremendo s inpetu~ at tho time of the destruction 

of the temple end the lo~s of national independence, and 

from the day 01 the destruction of tho temple to the day, 

almost nineteen hundred years later, v1hen the Hebre, un vers

i ty was dedicate 01 ~ount Scopus, in sight of the te ple 

mount, this felt. in t~e comi - of an era of redemption, of 

emancipation. of reconstruction, physical and spiritual, 

1as never wanting i ta life of the people. At every er sis 

in its life it ila.rec u ; nt e er great universal movement 

or event it came to tre S'.1r:face, whether it was the collo.!)Se . 

of the Roma.n Empire or t :c rise of Joh~~~ or the 

Cru,3a.des or the Ble.c ~ :, o~- in t:-:c t_ irteenth and the 

fourteenth centuri s, or the Prete~ 8 t Reformation or the 

Cossack uprisings in th 

:Revolution. or tho "i r 

~~-ntc -~- c ntury, or the Frenc 
t~k G;,-c 7 

~la . 7l'neneve r there trv.n , ir d a 

event w ich stirred t 1.., r;o:rl tu m ,ssinnic hopes in Isrucl 

surged to the surf ca ~-d t_e e ,er lo :1ed with raro 
. 

expectancy. -tnd t:b. f.:. ,.,st minds in Israel throuehout t~ 

ages dreamt of the rctur~, prayci for the comin0 of the 

essieh, and even calc lnt ~ the time ~hen he w~uld come. 
-;a,cJr.we 

Whether it was rab i li ~n ben z'accai and Akiba., 

or philosophers li~e and ~simonidos, or poets li~ 

' 

Gabirol or Jehud Ho. e7i , or _state . n like Ha }i ibn Shapru.., 

or Isaac A r anel, ~r rr. sties lil:e 1 bulafia and Isa'""'c Lurio.-

whatever type, whatevo~ pr focsio. the fine t inds in 

Israel throu bout t e aG s ._pc d fo he return .. pray for 1 
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even culcu a.~cd t· .. e co . .iing of tl:e :.!essiah. 

~ec~u~o in them th to liv ... . 
' 

the national, the r cial vill to-survive nd to live e 

fuller and richer uni quieter lif!"'\ was never den; and 

modern Zionism, I m::il:e bold to ac.y , is an expression of this 

self-same messianic hop . It may be less mystic, it ...<.;.y e 

more realistic, its t~c: ::qQc ~nd apuaratus may be ~ore 

scientific, it mny 03 pa ing much more attention to the 

real· ties of the i:r:tc (;..tiono.l situation thc.n t .e fore-

the same, the fait .. P ic' nspi e~ it is the same .. t~ -

....s.c. I t' 1• t ,~ u • :tO:lc.;.. ism , • o m:r ·1ay of thinKing, 

is just as real a :n ~c ish life as ·ro~ ec and 

. rv.e.o.ka . But this is ~:.n csscnt ial tl:ouuht : the Je ,, a re the 

idea of nationalism c. uniq 10 tu:-1 

,.,..(.' • .J ~ - • • 1-. • ., • • t . 
~ ... th, onc.;.;..1...1. r. ,., 1 L..; • ... c i:,. le <...l-- 1. .1._ • ion, a that pc hun--> 

civilizat·on. ~o t·.c c.v it is n v enough for a ncti n 

merely to survive, to , or to gro~ thro- gh conquest 

t..at_ is not ·enou -4 ; -'co -~~ . .... o 'I a n:::tion must v .... ndicat i• 9 

existence throu u co. o c cia, crcati e purpo c. ·ust li~ 

an individual. 

merely y livins or 

acquisition of th~r 

ful:fill is estiny 

,. o 1i_ g r ct and po ..... rful throug 1 

n°t.:.on does not ustify i-tn 

t 

existence merely b~ sur :vin~ or bJ gro~ing im erial hro1 
0 

. -7-
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conquest end aggrandizement. n .. nt~i.s ..not_.,.enough . A 

nation must--so sc...ys the . hilosophy of Jewish nationalism-

find its highest motif a:a its highest goal in some ,O r t;an . 

in some form of humen service. 

_;. -071 ~urly in Jewish history the Jew fo1md 

for himself his motif , his goal, andvery early in his history 
1) 1 ;? ~ ,fJo 

the Jew came a.nd spoke of hi:nso_f as the . .',' Servant of God. 

As a kingdom of pries"i.,s antl. s. holy people. 1Iot a people 

which arrogates unto itself a pries"'vhood nnd holiness, but 

of a people which st:ri ves to be priestly and holy. J,ad - that 

same gre_at prophet w . .1.0 nnnounced the dogma of the eternity 

of Israel also an71.o nc ...... in marvelous phrase the dogma o_ 

the mission of Israel. "Behel• my servant, v,hom I up old; 

my chosen one in w~o~ my soul delig1t0th; I have put my 

spirit upon him; 1e sh:..111 al::o t e _ ight to go forth to the 

nations. He shall no~ . fail nor become weary until he shall 1 

have established j ust :cc in t~1.o earth. n Again: "I. the 

Lord. have calle d ~hoe for sal otlon ; I will hold thee by 

the hand; I will defend thee o.nd r ~ko thee o. covono.nt of 

the peoples. a light; un~o t 11e nntiona ." 

iby? To open theeycs of the blind. to 

bring the prisoners ut of tl - prisoh-houae, and they that 

dwell in dar.lOless out cf t.e ungc ns . Think of itl 

Twenty-six hundre~ years ugo, in exile, a broken people was 

in ... osition to dvf:.no n. conception of nationalisr.i 7hich so 

fur transcends all t .1.e • --- o tions of na.tionalio .~, ic tho 

nations of the ·-.,or _i • in the twentieth ce1·ury. 

- - - .. 
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Israel concei c it to be its task in tho 

world not to gro·., 6 c .... t and co_ quor, not to establish a 

vast empire . not to cxr l.oro--t·~ e::::treme- ends of . the corth 

~ exploit the roco'.Arccs o ,. the earth . but to tee c:.i. light 

unto the nations i to brin0 t· e risonars out o:r t~1.e ,rison

house. ano. him ·:ho • • 1 l_s in c:.rknass out of the dun0 con; 

to est blish the ri~ht. ~~e rig1t ~ustice, God's mor~l la1 

in the r.Jorld . , 'll"et is tnc ~ iseion of Israel. People 

have spoken flipp~nt~y o~ it; ~ • & pe-0plc cc spo-c 

f • .,,_ t ·+ • .•• J.t,,--L.!1(! ~-e l.u l..J one of the real facts of 

Je 'Jis life. \nd ~1 c mission id a docs not ut all, as 

has been fre quen~ ... ;;,- r.ic.int ::ine 1 un 2.c is still bein 

:f'requentty mo.int2.i:1c :1, J)~· ,cl ,do ·'-he idea of national s:n.. 

The 6reat propho~, .,~_. e sec on I ai:-:. , w 0 u--e t .e cl:.: sic 

exprassion to tL:e • u.o 1 o.: t:-.e is-·· on of Israel. ;;c.s 

hlrnself the prcr'k, ~1~viOWJlis-t ~- ~ t .. e supreme Zion st 

of his day. 

~he Jc··, 1.ecu n "_; 1 o scutt red to the :-our 

corners oi the curth in o~ er to cuTry_out _ls ~iseion. / ~ny 

-of the earth to carry out t,.eir nu-'·ion&l mission( !lich •ac 

to te- ca malliind 10v: to think ,....logicdlly and critically J.nd 
,....--

... • .r ., th . . .... ~ no I vo .... ee.L es evJ.Cc-. .1., • i; .... ecJ.u tc1 o _ the~ rmrl :} Bu it 

would be u mictc.ke on t:.e : rt o~ the champions of 

no. ,.;ionalism to p s.1 to t:i111 b c:~ .J,.. o nd this ins.I'. iri tinn-

mo if of Jewish 1if~. 

anotl .. er little e -i-J.. .. , c..i othor -it tle ..., ont ne 

- -
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. where~ i-n-1;h13 -corne o"f- v. e urt~ • merely for the sake of 

existing as n separate entity there. I wish my p ople to 

continue its historic mission s a light- bringer unto 

mankind . and es a reclaimed and integrated people on its 

own soil carry on this great work ~hich destiny sees to 

have outlined for it rom the be,Jinning of time. 

It is of interest to note. fr~ends, tis i 

perhaps my last word in connectio with this series--that 
. - ,...,,_1/ ,.;, -

these four great tenciencios of \~:hie -- I spok~--prophecy, 

legalism , mysticism, nationalisn--received their consummat 

expression in Pales"'"ine; t ·~ ~ost"'-"Com lete and most 

perfect expression i Pales"'" · n ..... I do not mean to uy 

that in exile in th aot two t" usand years t e .Jev s did 

not create any valu and i ot contribute to socie t.,y. 

i . t-le gave .,..., ch to t wor :, even as he received muc, , , .. 

from the world. e p rtic·pat - ~1n every great cu tu~al 

m~v me-n~ ~ut some \ tho real stam of creative geniuo, of 

originality , of world-conqu rin:-,0 truth are possessed by 

those things which ·ore born on the soil of Palestine . 

r" :: J.. t i e not t the soil . of Palostin is 

any more inspirin0 or holier tan the soil of any other 

nation or any other la11 , but in exile the Je-, lao ,..cd 

freedom , and freedo is ut tr.e v ry root of creative g 0 ni 

Freedom alone enables a mun to xpre s . ~ithout let or 

hindrance II the gifts which a.re latent in his so 1 ..... hie - J.O 

csxrexpress , and tl_roug"1out "'1.1: .. 0 lust two thousand y a a t c 

Jew- has- lacked th~ c mplote ree o •- hat _spac~ousn 

-------
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thnt stability, that oe .. :.-:>e of belo21uing whic - enables a 

n t}:cn.~.n e:ri_e t_ e Je ~ has lacked the 

stimulating enviro:re .. cnt \lhich :ma -e for 0 reatness . In the 

diaspora his greatnosQ is eit er crjtfning , stultifyin0 , 

forcing him in upon ~inself, or it ·3 complete y disinte

grating and assimilatin0 • Zither is dan crous to cro~tive 

greatness. ~he fact of the Zionist ideal is, I take it, 

just this wish to -era the authentic mood in Je1ish life 

and the authentic vo c, to rec~ t re greatness by Ii din 

freedom and the stim lat nv environ~ nt which it had in itc 

ancient days. 

mhe Jev in Pal Svino may create in tho years 

to come values com .. -ra~l t tnos ~hich he er ated in th 

past in Palestina. It • s n 11 certain that he will. 

Perhaps people ·1ill uny the z_ nis ·- i ~ a mirac ... e-mo ... r--o .... o:. .. ; 

.,he is hoping for i acies; t"1e pc.st cannot be recapt r ~ . 

Perhaps sot b'ut Israe_'s life hns boen so -full of miracles, 

its very existence and s~rvivcl as been such u arvelous 

ira~le, that I an rea y to take a chance u.on this .iracle 

of tomorrow. As for t ose tie\·Js ·:1ho will rerrio.in in the 

di spora--and the nojo ity of our _eople nill sl1eys re in 

outside of Palcstine--they cu do three things and rem~·n 

contributing forces to civilization. -- , e /rir t i:::; 

they can remain lo al to their fui th. '1he socond i"'- t, .:.--· :

they can preserve t oir racial and historical idcntit . 

other words, in thi lan of oura the 01 c 

I 



• coo ... lotely .nlllericur.i o hirr-=· ._:Z, ":,-. re in the co:nmo·r.L li:...o o 

merica, obey • t .:: _n .. , :pa r•~icipu-';..e in its government, con-

tribute to its national 1:fe, lo e it, serve it, and at the 

same time keep fro es·£oy ng himself , from assimilating 

himself beyond r~cognitio_. 

the Je•r, in the diaspora, here an 

elsewhere, may contir.u us a contributing forco to civiliza

tion by living u to the ideals of his race--t-h0-fl ~a 1 ~ . 

the mornl teachin~; by living up to the ideal, the mission 

of his people;, th~ t he is, in u sense , a missionary to 

mankind , an apost_ f truth, a messcn~er of good tiding~. 

a champion of justic: en~ ~r 

I hecr & great deal today about anti-Semitism. 

I hear ~-<>~.., -cox.pl t: .:. ,S e re- .bout -pre jud cc ,- and 
/ 

I near these com""laints m st 0 e circles ,.-,nic some·ao 11 

eem to have e _t ir y dri fr Jude.is • Wh n I 

come into a circle of people ~ o are not aff.li t d 1it a. 

temple or a syn gogue, ·-.; .... ~ do ot pa.rtic at in • Jew sh 

educational mo ernonts or i an mov ment o:f Je~ ish interest , 

t a first subjec·t of convers(.. ion is anti-Semitis • ""hD:~ i 

the one thing that rt t e 

disturbs their bovine pence; 

is the one thin tut 

h --on -...thing_ that 

--i-rri-tate·s-them. If t at r ere removed, YJhy, they v,ould 

in Paradiso. 

L~y gr00.t concc_n • s not anti-Se itism; I m 

uced to it; m people ·s used to 1~; we have experience~ it 

for twenty cent1rie ; : is not a novel experi nee in ou 

- -..... 
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life; are reconciled to i . \'IC have developed a strategy Vie , 

I .. .,,; ,, 

' it· it in uglier forms in the past; mee-t W, nve s0en 
' 

we shall see it in the future; 11e s all abide as we did in 

the past . It does not bother me. ~'l11a.t bothers me, what 

hurts me to the auic r-. w ... at-brings··· sorrow--to--my-heart is 

to see the moral debc.cle o:f our people, the break-up of 

moral idealism, the encroachin0 of materialism and satura

tion of the whole boy of Israel in this land with all the 

vileness and the corruption ~hich comes from prosperity too 

quickly. gotten and not readily <iseimilated. That is the 

tragedy· of JevJish life in L ne rica; and it is a growing 

tragedy, and-! is- &- tra-gedy for wh ich the non-Jew is not 

responsible, for r1hich v10 our so ves are responsible. ,1hen 

I see the rising Je 1: ish genora:'cion, th young· Jeuish men and 
. <" .... 

/____:w.o~en ► steeping in ccn uality, n aterialism, thinking only 

of the day and of success end of prosperity and of ple sure 

and the hectic chase nf-ter material things; when I loo 

about me and see t 1e stan rd.s I.lie, have been set up in 

• Jewish life, I say to m elf ho··: tragically ,e have fc.iled 

in our mission as th priest pee le of mankind. 

Oh, I l~'.!lo ·: you will tell me everybody else is 

doing_ it; the non- e 7 is no better. Of course he is no 

better; we have no monopoly on vice; u have no monopoly on 

materialism. I knoYJ that. ut ~· asaumed the task, we 

burdened ourselves t-.rcnty-six h n red years ugo v,i th a. ·world-

revolutionizing carv of sorv ce; we were to ma e the right 

to prevail on the earth ; ~o ~ere to establish justice; w 

-13- -
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were to be a lig11t s. d ._ lc~ain0 to the nation. 1o aro no·t 

doing it . When I see daily t:ho number of Jaws in tho 

professions vi o ~cl 

profession; when Is~ 

olo,: t.1:e lin of the ethics of tho 

c nuober of Jews, adult and juv le, 

who are crowdin into o .. courts, ..-cr-o: .ding-in fr· '"'ht:ful 

number-s-i.-nt --our- court ; J ... en I look about me an see the 

number of Je ·Ji.., homeu -hat a.re brea.kin0 up; when I look 

o.b out me and s ~ the ·1: r ~.re s a.nd the thousa.n., s of youn 

Je r1ish boys and gir s gro ·Ji· g up without God, without Torah, 

without ideals, I ce before ra the greatest tragedy in 

Jewish lifo, an ell yo~r ~~~ltn and all your pro parity 

and all your bea,t·~·- ~o,en a~d ell your sons of easo 

and peace do not for~ mon nt co.p nsate for this tragio 

loss. 

I al:o7c t .et A er·ccn Israel needs a 

stirrin5 revival, an cwn.k ning, a return to fundo:'"lental, 

a taking of stoc.c of .... s o.,,iri tual life. If v,c are to con

tine as a peop e, us a istinct group, then ,e ought to 

continue as cot :hilc, 1olpful, creative group in 

American life. In oth r 1or-s :c shell h~vo to go back 

and pay an a.ttonti e cu to t_ o mi 0 ty phrs.ses of our Sc..-. o 

and prophets of ol~; w~ ci1Lll thinK a little moro of 

spirit, of ideal, of · o , of ·;or .ip , oi prny r, of service, 

of education, nd t1. .: tle less of pleusure and r:1on an " 

~o&lth and displa . 

four tendencies mus, 

-
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~ spirit of prophecy--to do justly. to love mercy and to walk 

( humbly with God; t he spirit of legalism-- to observe the 
\ 

'\ la ·s of the Torah, those la:us \•,hich are still essential in 
I 

our life today; the spirit of mysticism--the higher quest 

of God. the yeanin A.ftP-r God; and the spirit of national 

loya1ty and group solidarity. 

That is ou r task and our challenge for 

tomorrow . 

--o-~ 
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~TIONALISM • THE STRUGGLE Fm SU VIVAL -
Sermon, The Templ.February 14_, 

1926 

This subject of the status of the Jew, be he race, nation, or religion, is 
Jewish 

at best academic, and I am concerned with the realities ofAlife. The reality of the 

situation ls that the Jew has, since the beginning of his career, looked upon himself 

as a distinct people, and that he still regards himself as a distinct people. There 

have been a few who have wished that the Jew would lose his physical identity. There 

are still a few here and there who wish that the Jew would assimilate and lose his 
of of 

identity, or who wish to consider themselves no longerAa nation but on yAa religious 

community. 

~ut this is at est only 
111 ,·~hf 

a wish - a wish of what J}(I f ·• he rather than a 
IV\ 

statement of what is. A wish cannot undo history and a wish cannot ob]itera te facts 

of history. The fact of history is that for the first thousand years of r existence 

f t'.!; (the Jew possessed all the es~entlal character!stlcs~are wont to attribute to 

,/'ff a nation. He had a common land, a common languag;, a corrmon reli~t on, a common racial 
< 

ancestry. In the last two thousand years of his existence he l acked a comnon center 

&REI- land; to a degree he lacked a common speech. I say to a degree and only to a de
/ 

I 

gree, because Hebrew continued to be the universal language of Jewish prayer and Jewish 

literature. He posses s a cotm10n religion, and to a remarkable degree h ~ 16'. ain d 

common racial antecedents. 

Destiny surrounded the Jew with so many restrictions and so many oppressions 

that his life of necessity and by force of circumstance became isolated and to that 

extent conserved. In place of a conman land or a common center the Jew substituted 
I 

an embracing niessianic ideal - a hope of restoration and rehabilitation, a corrmon 
;:; l"t 

vision in which the people rejoiced during the years of exile) waitin~ for the restora-

tion to its own home. 

~o that the Jew comes down to the twentieth century very much an lnte~rated 

people held together by ties racial, r li2ious, historical; enjoyin~ c0111TIOn memories, 
rf' 

common tradt ions, common loyalties, conmon aspirations; and these, we maintain - in 



~ 
deference to the realities of the situation - are the essentials of nationnl~y. 

/Y\ 
Another re~lity which we must accept is that the non-Jewish world regards 

the Jew as a distinct people. The non-Jew sees fltCt a &eee in the Jew a people 

possessing those distinctive qualities which he is wont to attribute to a people, and 

he accepts them as such. ~o that really a metaphysical or intellectual discussion of 

the pYoblem of the status of the Jew is altogether eyond the point. 

~o potent was this idea of nationalism in Jewish life that when the Jew 

lost his political independence and became scattered to the four corners of the earth, 

he refused to disappear. He posited two tremendous do mas in his life as an expression 
and 

of his will to persist. The first is the dogma of the eternal people, the second is 
I 

the dogma of the Messiah. 

The dogma of the Eternal people was first enunciated during the first exile -
A") 

the ?abylonian. 'When the first Temple was destroyed in 586 B.C .E. and the Jews were 

exiled to Babylon, they sensed then and there the menace of disintegration. There were 

many forces about them tending to break them up and to destroy their national self-iden

tity. So they established in their exile the dogma of he«ernal people, and through 

the voice of their ~reat pEophet, whom we call for lack of a better term the second · 

Isaiah, this national will to live expressed itself most perfectly. "As the new heaven 

and the new earth wich I make dndure before me, saith the Lord, so shall your race and 

your name endure." "For the mountain shall depart and the hills be overthrown, but my 

kindness shall not depart fr0111 thee, nor shall my covenant of peace be overt rown, saith 

the l.ord that hath n,ercy on thee." 0 "1len thou shall pass through the waters," cries 

this prophet in anger in a magnificent and heroic passage, "I shall be with thee; and 

t~rou h the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou shall o through fire, thou 
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shalt not be burned, and the fl ~es s all not be kindled ~ 

again st the e . :ior ho - rt an eternal peopl e . " 

M (fbis dogma o·" the eternal people as 

never logically proved. 

PPll■•s□ .. alllii•e•·-•• Yet if 

to a 

ed in be l ieving th~t 

bC: 

.as 

ll tsgas a Mlij ,·ax t t a 
,.,t..s 

not established !iilP trut ~ f/1. • 
I":') 

The Jew bu ■ J is ·1arra.nt . 

..,., in him tcJ.:;,e...is resident tho ....;.,t i 

quality of eternity; for vhut has not the world done to him 

in order t o break ._. and to destroy him? When he stands 

today and scans the purviev1 of ·-11 his yesterdays ; w-hen he 

considers what the arnios of Jabylon and Assyria sought 
char1tJ"t 

to do to him~ and the 
,/ 

ar~ies of Lemphis and~ ebes , 

ana the hopl ites of the reeks and the iron legions of the 

Romans and a l l t, e . follo··mrs o_ the '€fr ss and the ~escent~ 

w o misto ok and misint ► vreted t e i eals of their own 
I 

r c..: an ./the >;)ta e o.nd the Inquisition o.nd 

exile and ghetto and y llo·.v bad0 e e.nd pogrom and massacre 
.v 

have sought to do to tho c.y, when the Je ·1 scans hi 

past and s ees whnt in3t:. ents of destruction ~ore bl;"ou~f t 
.Jf e i.s ) 

to play upon him, n , ~.a· in opite of them all J i , he 

p rsi ts , he live , per aps .o is justified in beli ving in 

the dogma of the eternal . co.rle . 

• 

an expressi on of his ,,,ill to 1 • ve v;ao the dogma of the 

d ssiah . In a wey t eri es ~rem the •s•·•-•-•s•••••lRtes-

dogma 

be a 

of the eternc-l eovle. r~,_c belief 
fomaf} ~ ;,ti o,op~ ~ion 

with the l\c or qu . s·~ of Pe .. es _, 1;_.110:J. d■"'ajRWilil•lllliP•iJD•••n•liJlll•t•tk• 

i n the i'esei 

,...., 
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It gained tremendous i po ~ at the time of the destructio\ 

of the emple and t.e lots of n~tionul independence. and 
-f /2a C 

from -. da.y .i-.•1111•---•lli•li ia•lllil• to the day, 

lmost nineteen hund~cd years later. ~hen the Hebre ,lJni ers

ity was dedicated on~ un Seo~ o, in sight of the fempl 

mount, this faith in tre comin0 of an era of redemption . of 

emancipation. of eooj truct·on, physical and spiritual, 

1as ncve r ~ant in the life of the people. At every crisis 

in its life it red 
du r1174 .S-

11 

_ ; _.. dtery revolut tonary moment t 

or event it came to t~e surface . ~hether it as the colln 

o; the Roman ~mpire o .L. • • .,, .c r .1s e 
I u 1'?1 

of Ile? a satsm or tho 

Crusad,s or the Blee: ~cct --, 

·•••••-a•+11h•1•z••'••·•-. t 1 -.. a as s •• _ . 4 or .,1e . eformation or the 

Cossack uprisin61) • 
1Zevolut ion, or tho .. ,o 1 

, or tho French 

rtur . • ... 1enever 
U~k f'!le'-C 

there ------ ---- an 

event which stirred t:~J ;o~ld) thG ~cssianic hopes in Israel 

surged to the surf&co end t e c ,~ers g 01e with raro 

expectancy. .... E f::.ncc~ -r.iind in Israel al I gt s ab S!t b 

811 rerunt of the return, pra id for the coming of th 

,hen he , vo~ld come. 
,e>i -

Whether it was rabb ~s ~ ~o ochan n ben 7-akkat and Akib 

or philosophers lik S adi 1 or po t li ~o 

e 

Gabirol or Jehujl Halevi or stets en like HaeJ.,i ibn haprutv,) 
abl vi'letne; V • abrt?..M/1 m 

or Isa c _..,....,...., ,.. s .,ics li .. 
11 

a ule.fia an~ Ioao.c Lur • a. ;vi 

whate er type, ~natovor pro_ s~i • th finost min sin 

glts&t blue z. a .. peo ::o th return. for 

--
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c; 
-- 5,~m-
it a tttl: e all e e l e co 0 the Mee i V 

' 
~ec~ oC in them iaJ•-•·•1■1111i¢iii?■•■i■j~yiil:• 

the national , the r ~c i s l 1ill •------• to lie c 

fuller an richer ar.d q: ietcr lif'o ,1a.s never den ; ancl 

modern Zionism, I ffi';. ':e 

self- same messian c • 

1 to say, is an expression of thi~ 

It mc.:l b less mystic .:It m._y 

or realistice lts t c1u i qu 'n r 

scientific, -Jt mo.-· 03 pr,y-1. 6 !nuch m re attention to the 
/ 

realities of the in .. cr.u.atic o.l ""it"'J.atio~tJss s ti C , 

.frr'•itr ; Ir Uta _.., t I a u II tho riso f t ... • 

the same , t he faith whic insuirva it iD :hes: :ovi ;_': 

18 

driv ing impul s e one and the same. 

ationalism is an, es ent alt ought, but the Jew gave t he i dea of nat ionali rn 

a unique turn, a distinctiv definition, and that perhaps 1s one of the great contri 

butions which Israel has made to civilization. To the Jew it is not enough for a na 

tion merely to survive, to exist , or to grow through conquest . Tha is not enough: 

to the Jew a nation rru t vindicate its exi tence through some social, creative pur-

1 t ttttt ft II I 

m rely y li Vin.., O!" 

acquisition 

existence morel 

I 25 

....,c- .o ir::._.r;-i ~t1._l fulfill his et· 

~ gro1l. 0 ~r ~t •t•s•i--f•••i•s~J tr ---soc net o dos not justi y its 

-
to 
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conquest ond aggrun'" izc . ent . /\. {fr Is au t s no agl a 
I 

nation must-- so s uys t; . • .. 1 osoph of Je lish nationulis · ·-

iind 1 ts highest motif ..... n __ its highest goal 

in some form of hum~n service . 

Gurly in Jc,ish history the Jev foun 
{A/1~ \ 

his mot· ·F{ h:S.-:; seal und~ ear ly in his history 

and sp~.:o of .. i:'1E lf as the ~ 'gcrvent of God. 1 th Jew came 
Wt).,. Orv 

• ;1 a kin0 dorn of pri ts an 
II_ 

e hol 7 peopl ._ liot a people 
-

wh ich arrogat s unto •• •. ,..al·"" v,:;,.., .,_ e priesthood nnd oliness but 

a people v/1icl:. st:r · ve~ to be p icstl and holy. ... i;at 

same great rophe-t w~_o announced t _e doe,. o. of the eterr:.ity 

of Isr< el also anno ... 1!1cocl it : ci:sw pis aoe the dogT'ln o 

the mi~sion of Is~~o . 

my chosen one in ~·o~ m~ s ul cl g~ -th ; I ha7c r, t my 

spirit upon hi ; 1:e "}~_ 1: . u. :c .,l .. c right to 6 0 forth t o the 

nutions . He shall lv~. ~ail n r ec me weary until he shall 

hav cstabl • s.1c A • "I + Ca. in : • V .c 

salv3~l n ; I will old ""., cc by 

th_. hand ; I \"ill dei\., _ • tlir)o :ind 1:1!:.!ko thee a coven. nt of 

the 

.,.., ? .. ny . '.t.O open the blind , to 

rin the pr i son3rs o~t of tl ~ p 1 oh-house , and they t ~t 

d . 11 1.·n a.~~r ·,...,., ~-.s s ~.,+ ~ kl ~~-on u. .c....u...., ..,, \A, .., .r. ". ... .... .1-.1.0 u • Think of it 

Twenty- six unclrc L.. o, in e il , s bro'r n C .1.: le -ias 

in posit i on to d -· C ll.L. t-. C 1ce_Jtion of nati ,.aliz. ti . ic so 
m tJ ri e rlJ 

far transcends f ·'?.c 'J:;>t ions of n tionulls ~ ] t. 11 

-



• 
,, 

Israel •s /-task/ in the world was not to Rrow great and conquer, not to es-

tablish a vast empire, not to exploit the resources of the earth, but to be a light 

unto the nations. That is the mission of Israel. Some have spoken flippantly of it; 

~nxtt some have spoken oynieally of it; yet it is one of the real facts of Jewish 

life. The mission idea does not at all, as has been frequently maintained and is 

still bein~ frequently maintained, preclude the idea of nationalism. The great prophet, 

the second Isaiah, who gave the classic expression to the ideal of the mission of Israel, 

was himself the supreme nationalist and the supreme Zionist of his day. 

'!be Jew need not be scattered to the four corners of the earth in order 

to carry out his mission, any roore than the Greeks had to be scattered to the four cor

ners of the earth to carry out their national mission, which was to teach mankind how 

to think lo~ically and critically, and how to feel eethetleatl, the beauty of the 

world. Rut it would be a mistake on the part of the champions of Jewish nationalism 

to push to the background this insptttng motif of Jewish life. I would not wish 
,,,-. 

my people to become another little statelet, another little Montenegro some 
~ 



. ,he rel) •••••1111c!!lls~1111n•s •a •••lf•i111>111a ... -•: kk-.. me rely for the sake of 

existing as a sopar teen it ther . I wish my people to 

continue its historic mis ion s alight- briner unto 

ankind and as a rec ai~ed ad inte_rated people on its 

o,-n soil carry on tis great ~ork which destiny seems to 

have outlined for it from the bo inn n of time. 

It is of inte est to note ••.L'-••-111■1..-... +■1111·•111,~ s ; - - . 

legalism, myaticisn, nationalin --received their consummate 

expression in Palest:not-t~•••·•-•s~t11111111s~sRa~p-lillllls•twsllll!!&~nNt•s~•--et 

~enAast pu1 ■sjgp inn Jacti ■ a I do not mean to ay 

dp,_,,,.1r1~ 
that in exile thij _as .. G t ·:o t~ ousa.nd years th .Jer s did 

not create any velues an di ot c ~ribute to socie~y. 

«e ft ~d 'ua gave ... J.c' • 0 th~ wor ven as e receiv d ?:IUC~ 

fro the 1;1orl . ""Qrtic··p~t .. in every great cu t .. al 

mov..ome-~ Jut some o the re ..... l stamp of ere at 1 ve genius. of 

nri inali ty, of v1orld-c.o ... qucr.:.n trut are possossed by 

those thins which~ re born on the soil of P lestino. 

~.:ft is not th~t the soil of Pale tin is 

any more inspirin, or .olior than the soil of n other 

nation or any other lan , but in exile the Jo·, lookc 

freedom , and froerom i t t.c v~r root of er ative geniu~ . 

Freedom alone cncblcs s mun to express, without let or 

hindrance. the gifts v~ ich o.ro lat nt in his soul,, , , :i-c - h.:. 

csn-express out t e .lust t¥o thousand year the 

Jew-ha lacked t~at co lo~e froedom, _ that sp c 

-' -

• 



. . 

• that stability, _that c~nso of e onging which enabl s c 

- . - ---- - . ra11d_ 

peopreto create for it~ a~d la ting things. 
, , -

In exile the Jew has lacked the stimulating environment 

which makes fo greatnes~. In the d. pora h~s greatness is -
either crushed and stultified as he is forced in upon himself, 

or is ~eakened and distorted as he seeks to exceed himself. 

Pither is danv,erous to cre~tive greatness . 

g a t I 
~he fac~ of tnc Zionist ideal is, I take it, 

just this wish to 1egain the uthe tic mood in Jewish lifo 

and the authentic voice to rcc ~?turo greatness by finding 

freodom and the st:m lct:ng en iron..~ent which it had in its 

ancient day. 

The Jei.J in Pt..l st ine may create in th~ years 
-tnere 

to come values c mp ra lo v to w ich he created/lin the 

past,~~~-~~- It· n t ~t 11 certain that e ~il. 

Perhaps people ·11 ay the i O i 8 t bl I t I I] I a Id g 1111 P ; 

-~---is hoping for miracles; the ust cannot be recuptured. 

Perhans so.~t Isrccl's life nss been so -full of miracl s. 

its u:., existence ~nu survival h~s been such a marvelous 

miracle , that I om ready to ta~o a cnance u on this .iracle, 

.---••-•E". As for those Je\·1 who will re uin in tho 

dia pora--and the 
of our .cople 1111 el~ayo rom in 

- (\ 

outside of Palcstin --they can do three thins and remain 

contributing forcea to civ lizction. 

they can remain loy~ to their f~it • 

iii rw /ii.. rs t) i:19-.-.-.:::T·, 

i co 

they can preserve tle"r 

___ In other words, .:.n t • 

ci~l and historical i entity. 

o ed lan of ours the Je ·; c 

-



complete y .rtl'Iler·c:.!l:.~c h··r.ccl~, r..are in the commo lifo of 

America , obey its lu~s, partic·pato in its government. con

tribute to its nati,nal life, o e it , serve it, and at thJ 

same time keep Irom ostroy_ng himself , from assimilating 

himself beyond r~cognition. 
-u 

elsewhere , may con .in., e c-S 

cw in the ~iaspora , here and 

contributin force to civiliza-

the moral teaching V :t 
-then 

of his peo_le~ #1 1 he is, in a 

o t e iee 1 , the mission 

1se , a missionary to 

mankind, an apos la o ~ tru-t , a messenger of good tidin0 s, 

a champion of justice an truth 

I hear a great deal today about anti-Semitism, and 

I hear these complaints most in thos circles which somehow 

seem to have drifted away from Judaism. Wh I 

come into a circle of eoplc • .,ho are not affiliated vi t a . 

temple or a syn:i&ogu , -:,·,_o o not participate i 1 Jcv i 

educ tional mover11ent or :. a . movement o:f Je :i,is i ter st~, 

the first subj ct of coave sat·on is nnti- Semitis. Thut io 

the one thing that h rts the~ 91 11 the one thin t at 

disturbs their bovi 10 ea.co• tit f • •1zs ssn ii&fng tisll 

-.i• • bates tht!d . I. t. at • ere remo· ed. \,hy, they ,,ould o 

in _aradi e. 

6 rcot concern is not anti-Semitio • I am ' 

used to it; my people is lS d to it; ,e have experience 

for twenty centt ri · ; it • s not , novel e:xperiencc 

- -I 

n OU. 
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life; wa are reconciled to i~; we have developed a strata y , . 

-~1f1.t!f;{,'::J.: .. a 1':c. e ::; en it in u lier forms i/1~ia ~O~ 
we shall see it in t _c f turc; ne s e.11 abide as we did in 

the past. It doe... ot • o+h.e:- r- e. ~·Jha.t bothers me , 1hnt 

ash ~a ms hes, is 

to see the moral d b 0 c e of our peo le, the brea u of 

moral idealism, the cncrouching of materialism an scture

tion of the v,hole body of sro.el in this land 1,•1i th all the 

vileness and the corru tion v;hich comes from prosperity toG 

quickly ~otten and n t readi_y ~scimi ated . ~hat is t e 

tragedy of Jewish life i nd it is a gro·wing 

trav,-edy .---IIIEMl~i!!--~1~5!!-~£,-~o,F~&,J~S'e&"&,__ fo:r :h ich the non- J0 v1 is not 

responsible, for ·1:.ich v:c ours -1 ves are resp·onsible. ·n1 n 

I see the rising e'>i • ~ll t:;0no r .,_ io:n 11 C J g 7 iii Sli WGL & 1d 
'[it,, 1', 

.!EU! steep..-, in ssnsu~l5 ... y, • .i. n.t .rialism. thinkin only 

of the day and of s cces a o-f osperity and of pleosure 

1hen I lo k 

a out me and see t .e sva ~~r~ ~1ic! have been set up in 

• Je,·1ish life, I s y to .. y el..L hov· tragica lly e ave fa.ilo 

in our mission as t ~ nri~ t peoplo of mankind. 

Oh, I kno ·, you will tell me everybody e se i 

doinK it; the non- e~ is o better. Of course he is no 

etter; we have no monopo_y o ice; ~o have no monopoly o 

materialism. I kno,·1 tha •. But ·-;o t lid 2 1: 

burden d oursel est~ nt -s hlndrcd years ago ·ith a iorld,:!:. 

re olutionizin f s rvico; we wore to ma o the ri ~ t 

• pre o.il on the e=rt ; 1 '!lore to e Gtablish ustice • v , 

- -



rv 
·er to be u li...,.bt c.nd a ..... caf.:-n 0 to the nation. \'le arc not 

doing it. 1:lhen I "='BC .Q. --•~ t_:e nu:nber of J0ws in tho 

professions who fn 1 ~ low ... e line of the ethics of th 

rofe ss ion ; ,,,., .. en I sec t.~e nuobcr of Je ·1s , adult and juv lo. 

• who are crow din into our court s.t,---••7 •· •••0•t•lllliiEi111 •·•e-;J•I •Sll:1.1· 

.iailiiJ•?••• lllli·11111t1111c.-11s ••-•••••Zlff~'(1fr.i ... te·-e n I 1 o o k a.bout me and s eo t . 

rru.mber of Jevish nom.e.., that ere breuking up; when I look 

~but me and e¥e t~o b nCrcds ~.a th thousands of younu 

Je vish boys anr giy s ~ro\·:ing llp without Go , without ~oro..h, 

vit out ideals, I see before we ~he greatest tragedy in 

Jewis lif, an all u~ r Declt ad all your rosperity 

and all your .. . ., . ,. 1 ec..u. l,_ ..... .. ho:nec 2 01_ your sense of ea o 

and peace do not for ,, . ~e t cor.iponsat for this tragic 

loss. 

t1:c.t • .. .,riccn Israe ...... needs a 

st irrin...J revi vol, a.;1 c.'·10..k ninv, u. return to fundn:nenta.l ~, 

e taking of stock of :ts piritual lifo . If ve arc to con

tine as a people, as a dist·1nv Group , then we ought o 

conti1ue as a ~ort 1 ·- • 1 ,. ; ,. • ....... , I~C p .. 11 .... 
9 creative group in 

!...merican lifo. r \ '"'""I"'~ 0 , ,.,, _ - t 

and pay an e.ttentiv e • vO ,:, • miJhty p rcsos of our o _. s 

and rop ets of ol r • rm eh~ll . 2.,::-0 to think n. little more of 

spirit, of idco.l, of ,., • o:t' ;o:n, .. i , of re.:;- , of so vice 

of education, nQ • :·ttle cs~ o_ pleasur and m ncy ~n-

7oal t a.n isp1 --, .• 

.. .dst L Jc : r " a nlr ... s nr t z s•• • a a Ike saw 

a 

- -
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• "o j tl e mercy and to w lk (-
humbly serve th 

las of the To are still essenticl in 

' .. 
'..) -·; m--the higher quest 

( 
• 
' 

:r~ t,,J l i t-y. 

hat is our task end our challenge for 

tomorro 'I . 
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