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!he fe■tiTal of Purim oelebratea the 

4eliTerance of the Jews cf Pcreia from complete destruction 

which threatened the■ with the result of the eTil machina

tion■ of Raman, who was a mini■ter of King Ahaneru■• 

Haman. who waa goa4ed on by hia blind hatred of Mordecai 

and hie people. persuaded the none to wise king to permit 

the extermination of the entire race of Israel within the 

127 proTincea of the king. Haman slandered the people by 

filling the ears of the king with malicious lies about their 

disloyalty and disruptive influence in the emnire--the self

same char ea which the descendent& of Haman give today--b7 

the promise of enriching the depleted cof fers of the king 

with the booty taken from these innocent Tictlma. 

We are told that the lo7alt7 and ateadfaat

ness of Mordecai and Eather frustrated the plane of Haman. 

and Israel was dellTered. low thla dellTeranoe la not a 

unique eplaode in Jewish hiatory. A■ you well mow, in our 

own checkered career there were maJIT such dark moment■ when 

a portion of our people waa threatened with complete annlhil 

atlon, and when the prudential 1~terTent1on of some one 

■aved the people. Unfortunately for ua, we never ran 

ahort of our Bamena, and aome member of thl■ noxloua breed 

waa alwaye to be foun4 in eTeey age and in every land among 

the ruler•. nobility or laity or cleric■ or writer• or 

politlclana.--eomeone who made it th• aweet concern of hia 
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life to embitter the life of the Jew. 

These He.manitea are too many to mention, and 

there is a danger of entioning them too often; for e ma7 

unconsciously permit ourselves to overlook the fact that 

while there were 8Jl7 of such dark soul■ who ■owed the 

destruction of Iarael, there ere at the same time in eveey 

land and in every age some few noble, beautiful aoula--not 

of our people--who championed our cause, defended our 

intere■ta, and at critioal momenta adTocated our cause. 

In the literature of Puri■ there ia a prayer 

which conclude■ with thia interesting phra■e, after enumer

ating the name ■ of thoae who on thia holid&J should be 

mentioned in benediction, in grat1tu4e,--the prayer con-

elude■ "not a Jew" but who helpe ordecai in the perilou■ 

hours of hie people's dire need; also Harbonah ahould be 

mentioned with blessing. 

nd ao I aay, that while there have been 

ma117 Haman■--and our annal ■ are replete with their unsavory 

name ■--there ere at all time ■ some--not aa numerous a■ 

their ainiater competitora--but there have al ya been some 

whoae name ■ will forever be emblasoned upon the page■ of 

Jewish history for their beautiful and aelflese service to 

a defenaeless people in it■ Qritioal hour. They are few in 

number but their number■ increased a ■ the era of enlighten

ment approached. 

Ja■t tor example in our own age, while we 4o 

not lack our full quota of hate-purTe7or■ todaJ'. "haTe 
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been blessed with a host of friendly kindred spirit■ in the 

Christian world who have magnificently pleaded our oauae; 

ao that, for example, in a country like England, where we 

are prone to point 1th the finger of accusation at the 

anti-Semite Chesterton. or Belloo. you must also be ready 

to mention in blessing the name of Balfour, of Cecil and 

of edgewood; when in GermaIJT you have y~ur Ludendorffa and 

your Hitler■ and all thoae who foment hatred against our 

people, you also have numerous writers and acholara. I 

think of one now, one of the true, one of the real righteoua 

among the gentile ■, an eminent acholar and a great atudent,-

Strack, who deToted year■ of hia life to establiah a 

friendlier contact between Jew and non-Jew. and make Jewish 

thought and the Jewiah faith ore ■)'Jllpatheticall7 underatood 

by the German people; when in Ruaeia, for example. you could 

have pointed in the last generation to the Black Hundred and 

to all the pogram makere;to Pobdedienostzerand hia dark . 

hoats of medievalist■; you could alao point with pride to a 

!olatoy, and a Gorki,and a Korenko, who, unsolicited, 

gave to the defenae of our people. 

And so in our own land, in theae United 

State■, when you are prone to point to a few anti-Semitea,-

to a Ford, ~o a Burton Hendrick■, you must not oTerlook to 

mention in gratitude ancl in blessing the name■ of the 

hundred■ of out■tanding Americana who, when thia tidal waTe 

of preJudioe began to 1min4ate our ahore■ ro■e ■plend1417 to 

our defenae; you mu■t alao think of the Eliot■, of the ~•tt■• 
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of the Hughe■, of the ileon■. And I sometime■ think that 

it would be a beautiful thing if this holiday of Purim, whicl 

1■ utilised to ■tre■a the en.l doing■ of the Hamen■, if it 

were alao used to mark the ■erTice of the Philo-Samite and 

not merely of the anti-Semite,--of our friend■ throughout 

the a ea. 

I would like to mention this morning a few 

of theee, an outstanding few whoae services became inte ratel 

in the. very life of Israel. I shall mention a few not 

because they are the onl7 onea, but becauae from the work 

of the few we may judge the contribution of the a117. One 

name which ought to be mentioned at all times in circle■ of 

Israel, in benediction, ie the name of a Christian cleric 

from the Catholic Church aa r iaed to the level of a saint, 

a man who lived in the twelfth oentuey and founded the great 

Christian order. I refer to St. Bernard of Clairvaux. 

St. Bernard touchea Jewiah hieto17 at one of the moat 

oritioal momenta in our national experience. He 11Ted dur

ing the aecond crusade in 1147. Be himself. Bernard, 

launched the aecond oruaade; hia Toice wa■ the moat powerful 

in Christendom, even more powerful than that of the pope. 

!he Jew■ knew hat a crusade means. Fifty 

year■ before, in 1096, the first cruaade left its mark of 

terror and blood upon all the Jewiah communitie■ along the 

Rhine and along the Koaul, through the territor7 through 

which the cruaadlng horde■ marched; they ale•. the7 mtllatei., 

the7 robbed, the7 burned, the7 de■tro7ed,-•eTer7 or1119 
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conceivable was. perpetrated by theae uncontrolled and un

disciplined horde■• who were recruited from the off-acouring 

of Europe. who were on their way in sort of a holiday mood 

to recapture the holyland from the Mohammedana. And now 

fift7 year• later another such crusade is announced. and 

the memory of the first is atill vivid with blood in the 

minds of our people. A certain Rudolpll, a vind1ct1Te son 

of Haman, . began to stir up the mob against the Jew. "Why 

go to ~he East to fight the .Mohammedan•. who are the enemies 

of Christ? Here are the Jewa who are the enemies of Christ. 

Kill them. They are the usurers; they are the evil per-

petratora; they are our enemlea." And the ,nassacrea began. 

The Jews appealed firJt to the archbishop of 
. 

Mains who was not unfriendly to them. but hia voice was not 

powerful enough to check the cruaading mob, and he in turn 

turned to the atrongeat personality in Christendom. Bernard 

of ClatrTaux, for help, and Bernard, in that critical moment 

in our people'a lliato17,waa not found. wanting. He aent 

letter• to be read in ~ve17 church in every cit7 througJa 

which the crusaders would paa■ • that no one ia permitted to 

moleat a Jew; he threatened witl:l the anathema of the ohurcll 

and with ex-communication anyone who would instigate the 

masses against the Jew. "He who abuaea a Jew." wrote St. 

Bernard of Clairva,x, "1• like unto one who would abuae the 

SaTior himaelf." 

But he waa not aat1afie4 with the mere dia

patch of a letter, but on learning that Rudolp~ ••• still 
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carrying on his infi&DDatory propa anda among the maaae■, 

he left hi■ home in ~ranca and traveled through Germa~ 

and personally confronted Rudolp~ and denounced him aa a 

traitor of the churc~. endangering hi■ own life in the act; 

for b7 that time Rudolpk had ao enraged the mob that they 

were ready to turn eTen upon St. Bernard and deatro7 bi■. 

Bernard did not succeed in aToiding all bloodshed. but it 

la .due to him that the annals of the second crusade are not 

aa aaturated with the blood and the tears of our people aa 

the first cruaade. So that hia name may well be mentioned 

in atonement for good and for blessing. 

I am thinking at this moment of another 

Christian who played a great role in Jewish history, one 

with whom you are robably not v ey ell acqueintedt--

Johann Reuohlin. Johann Reuohlln lived in Ge~ at the 

close of the fifteenth and at the beginning of the sixteenth 

oentur7. In other worda, just prior to the Protestant 

Reformation, which began, aa you know. with Luther in 1619. 

Johann Reuohlin was the greatest aoholar which Germa117 

poaaeaaed. and the greatest humanist; that is, he waa a 

churchman. a lo7al orthodox member of the Catholic Church, 

but at the same time he waa a great loTer of pagan liter

ature, of the ola■aica of the ancient Greek■ and Romana, an4 

a great loTer of Hebrew literature. Be••• the greateat 

non-Je la~ Hebrew ■cholar in Germa~ and in Burope in th t 

oentu17. Be ha4 Hebrew teacher■; he engaged the ■enioe■ 

of learne4 rabbi■ to iD4uot ~ill iDto the knollledp of, e 
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Hebrew Bible, of the Talmud, and eTen of Jewish 1117atioiam, 

of oabala. Be was the moat reTere4 and beloTed churchman 

in Germany in hie generation . 

At that time there aroae an apostate, a 

renegade, a Jew who gave up his faith. b7 the name of Johann 

Pfefferkorn. Johann Pftfferkorn was b7 trade a butcher, b7 

accident, I auppose, an ignoramua, and b7 choice a thief. 

He had been apprehended once and had been sentenced to the 

gallowe, but through the intervention of some friend■ he waa 

eaved. ~ollowing hie miraculoue deliverance from the 

gallon he changed hie religion, and like all newl7 made 

conTerta he became poaaeseed. of that exceptional seal of the 

one hundred peroenter, and at onoe beoame one of the bitter

eat enemiea of hie er■twhile broth r. 

Johann Pfefferkorn, b7 the wa7, 1■ not a 

unique oharaoter in Jewiah hiato17. Unfortunatel7 •• haTe 

quite a brood of the■• renegade■ througkout the 1ddle Agee 

who left their people because the lot of their people wae 

too heav7 to bear, or who were enticed b7 the tantalizing 

emolument ■ or reward■ offered b7 the preTalent faith, and 

who were not satisfied merel7 with the change of faith but 

who turned in venom and in hatred againet their brethern nd 

brought upon them oalamit7 after oalamit7. Had I time and 

were the TerJ mention of these namea not bitter u on the 

11pa, I would mention a whole catalogue of the•• fr011Nichola 
Donin 
Jn Prance, who in the thirteenth aentur7 succeeded in haYing 

all the book■ of the !allll4 publiol7 burned, to Pablo Christia 1, 
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who forced the great Rabbi Baohmanidea into a public di■-

putat1on, throug Paul de Santa Ilaria, whoae name before he 

wae oonTerted wa■ Rabbi Solomon LeV7. Be induced Henry III 

of 

through 

to exterminate the Jewa in hie country, and 

whoae name waa Joshua Lor)q, 

he forced another public diaputation upon the Jews of Spain. 

which ended in riots and converaiona, and Johann Pfefferkorn 

was one of thoae convert■. 

He became the ready t ·ool of the Dominicans of 

Cologne, whose interest it was at that particular moment to 

make the lot of the Jews in Germa117 miaerable, and under hie 

name they began to publish a aeries of inflammator7 pamphlets 

aimed against the Jew. Johann Pfefferkorn 811pplied them 

with the data and the information, for he. himaelf, could 

• neither read nor rite German or L tin, and they composed 

theae pamphlets. In th••• screed■ Pfefferkorn maintaina 

that all the Jew■ are perjurer■ and that all the Jewi■h 

phyaicians killed their patient■. He maintain■ that the 

r•••on wh7 the Jews do not go over to Christianity ·ia a 

three-fold one. First, because they are permitted to beome 

money-lender■; aecondl7, because they are not compelled to 

attend Christian service ■ and to listen to Christian sermons; 

and thirdl7, becauae they are permitted to retain their 

book■ , especially the Talmud, which la a aource of iniquit7, 

and which la responsible for all their atiff-neokedn sa; and 

he adTiaea the ruler■ to fore all the Jen to attend 

• rT1oe■ in the Chriatian Church and to listen to ■ermone. 
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He did not kno that the Jewa even in those daya did not 

care to listen to sermona. And lastly he advisee that ~ll 

the books of the Jew be oonfiacated and auppresaea--all the 

book• except the Bible. Remember that the confieoation of 

a book at a time when there wae no printing to amount to 

aD7"thing meant a frighthl loea to the owner, and iDTOlTe4 

the poeaibility of a whole generation growing up without the 

knowledge of the law. 

He was not satisfied merely with the writing 

of pamphlets, but he went to the Emperor Maximilian, did 

this Johann Pfefferkorn, and brought letters to him from the 

emperor's own sister. who waa a nun and lended a ready ear 

to the gossip, to the slander of Pf f ferkorn; and the 

Emperor Maximilian gave Pfaff rkorn mandate enabling him 

to search every Je ish home and e eiy Jewish synagogue for 

books and suppreaa them. On his way back to Frankfort, 

where Pfef ferkorn intended to begin hie campaign, he stopped 

over at to ■e• Johann Reuchlin, the greate■t 

Hebrew acholar of hie age, in order to win Reuohlln oTer to 

him and to uae Reuohl1n'a name in Juatifioation of his oon-

template& maaeacre of book■• Johann Reuoalin, bowyer. 

refused to become partner with Pfefferkorn, and he al■o 

pointed out to him certain defects in thi• mandate which he 

had from the emperor. Pfefferkorn, undiamayed, went to 

J'rankfort, and on a auocoth morning went over in the aynagogu 

and in the presence of the town councilora demanded of the 

Jen the surrender of all their boon .• 
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The Jews mew what this campaign of extermina 

lng Hebrew booka meant and what it was likel7 to result ln, 

and ao at once the7 appealed to the Archbishop Uriel of 

Kemmingen, who at once wrote a letter ordering the priest■ 

of Prankfort to desist from confiscating Hebrew book■, and 

Pfefferkorn wa■ left high nd dr7. But that did not die

courage him. Be ade a second trip to the emperor and 

rece1Ted a second mandate, and later on made a third visit 

to the emperor and receiTed a third mandate, which third 

mandate enabled Pfefferkorn to aolicit the opinion of the 

great scholars of all the European univereitiea concerning 

the question of the advisability of destroying Hebrew book■, 

and smong theae echolara to b consulted was Johann Reuchlin • 

All the other unlveraitY scholars in their seal for the true 

faith returned a verdict of gutlt7; Hebrew booka tend to 

libel and ijl n er nll Chriatianit7 and should therefore be 

destroyed. 

Johann Reuchlin alone wrote a magnificent 

report in which he exonerate4 the Hebrew book■ from &D7 auch 

accusation, in which he befriended the faith of the Jew and 

in which ho also took occasion to nbtl.7 suggest aow deapio

able a character Pfefferkorn wa■• !hie report b7 Jokann 

Reuohlin dumfounded the Dominioan■ and made them furiou■• 

Reuchlin had turned againat them and had championed the 

cauae of the Jew; and ao the7 at once turne4 aga1nat Reuohli 

the7 published a pamphlet oallel "The Band Mirror" in wJatok 

the7 oalled Reuchlin eTe17 conoeiTable name under the aun,--
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a heretic and an apostate, a man who had been bought off 

with Jewish money, a traitor to the church. Reucblln, the 

dignified nobleman~ pled innocence against it, and he wrote 

a book in retort called "The Mirror of the Eye" in which he . 

takes Johann Pfefferkorn publicly to task, exposes thirt7-

four of his lies, branding him publicly as a scoundrel and 

a eoamp, showe the confllot,ing forces that are manipulating 

him, and auunone all friend■ of true learning to come to 

hie 4efenae; and at once the battle of the books waa on. 

All the· humam.et•, all thoae who were free epirita of the 

age, who were longing for emancipation, intellectual freedom, 

rallied to the support of Johann Reuchlin, and all the dark 

forces of medieTaliam rallied to the support of Johann 

Pfefferkorn; and this struggle was the first shot fired for 

moderniem in Europe. Bine years lat er Martin Luther nailed 

to the doors in Wittenberg church the ninety-five theses. 

and the Reformation was on. 

Johann Reuohlin' a name, too, ou g t to be 

mentioned in gratitude and in blessing. I must paae on to 

another, for the time ia limited. I should liae to call 

attention to another Christian priest, a Jesuit priest b7 

the name of Henri Gregoire,a Prenchman. Henri Gregoire 

••• influenced by the bumaniatio and liberal tendencies of 

the eighteenth centur7. Be liTed during the Frenob ReTolu-
. 

tion. A few years before the Prench ReTolution he won a 

prise offered by the UniTerait7 of Kets with a book on the 

improTement of the phyeioal, moral and political conditiona 

-11-



• 

• 

• 

of the Jews. He was elected to the states aseembl7. nd 

later on to the national assembl7, and in this national 

assembly. on October l, 1789, this Jesuit prieat, Henri 

Gregoire made a motion that France grant the Jews absolute 

political equalit7 and raiee them, who up to that moment had 

gone throughout the world aerfa, to the position of full 

citisenship. In his remarkable eloquence he cried out: 

"Thia morning 60,000 lrenchmen roae as slave■; it is up to 

you to decide whether by nightfall 60,000 ahall be free 

again." !his waa the fir■t time in 1800 year■ that a 

Christian voioe was ra1ae4, in other worda, for the complete 

political, aooial and eoonomio emancipation of the Jew. 

nd two yeara later, September 27, 1791-~I would like to 

have you remember that date-- r nee, the firat countr7 in 

the world. granted the Jen the righta of citisenship, and 

began the era of Jewish emancipation which haa continued to 

this da7. The name of this Jesuit priest, Henri Gregoire 

should be mentioned in gratitude. 

Just one word about another man, not a clera7-

man but a great la7J11an, a great writer, a great poet, one of 

the choice children of Go4,--Gotthol4 Ephraim Leasing. 

Lessing. the first great poet of Germa117; Leasing, the friend 

of all liberaliam. the oballpion of all tolerance; Leasing, th 

dear friend of Ko••• Kendell■olm. Leasing wrote two great 

work■ in defen■• of the Jew, two plq■, one oallel "Die 

Julen," in whioh Leasing olearl.7 turn■ to hi■ German fellow 

oitisena and ■&7■ to the■ that all fora■ of pre.ju4ioe aga1na, 
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the Jew are merely survivals of medievalism and fanaticism; 

and in hia masterpiece, one of the masterpieces of the 

world's literature, ~ Lessing for 

the f1rat time in the literature of Europe. in 1800 years, 

portrays the Jew as a Jew, a man of nobilit7 of character, 

of refinement. of taste, of broadness of mind, tolerant, 

kindl7, not at all the Shylock of Shakespeare of the Jew of 

alta of Marlowe, but a human being aympatheticall7 

presented. And in that great drama, too, Lessing retell• 

that marvelous story of the three ringa, which I had occaaion 

to speak of at one of the temple meetings not so long ago. 

The result of these writing■ of the master writer of Germa~ 

was to raise the Je in the eatee■ of the intellectual minda 

of Germany, to prompt them to loo upon the Jew ae an equal. 

}eseing'e nam, too, should be entioned in gratitude. 

Bad I the time I ould tell you of another 

non-Je . anoth r great writer, Emil Zola, hose name ought to 

be mentioned in gratitude b7 a gr_ate1u l . I r 1. Emil Zola, 

probably the greatest writer of France in hie day, appears 

on the Je ish ecene at the time of the infamous Dreyfua 

aff ir, that Dreyfus affair h1ch shook ranee to its ver7 

roots. The clerical force• and the militaristic forcea had 

united to stem the rising tide of liberalism in Frame, and 

the7 used the Jew a an xcuae for their propag ncla, and eo 

Cap in Alfred Dreyfua, you will recall, waa aocuae4 of 

treason, of aelling ■eoret goverDD nt information to Germa~; 

he waa tried and conv1cte4, 4egrade4, ■entenoe4 ant ••nt te 
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DeTil'a Ialan4 to rot there for the re ■t of hie life. 

!here were a few liberal souls in lranoe who 

knew that a great injuatioe had been committed, that a 

terrible miscarriage of Juatice had been perpetrated, and 

they loved truth and ranee toQ much to be silent, and among 

these was this Emil Zola. Soon after the conTiction there 

ap eared a statement in one of the reat Parisian d iliea 

igned b7 Emil Zol --"J' Accuael" (I Accuse) in which Zola 

accused the mightiest man in France of deliberate miscarriage 

of juatioe, of deliberately Tiotiaizing an innocent man, and 

he called to the conscience of ranee to rise in indignation 

and to eave Dreyfua. Zola••• arreate4; Zola was twice 

tried; Zola bad to fl•• to ~lant. But it was the reault 

of the ■elfleaa, magnificent a rvi e of Zola, Loubert ant 

other■, that before Ter7 long Dreyfua waa returned fro■ 

Devil ' s Island. Dreyfua wa■ Tindioated in 1906; Dreyfue wa■ 

not 0~7 vindicate& but promoted in the anq and made a 

member of the Legionairea, and the whole dark brood were 

defeated. Zola's name, too, eh uld be mentioned in 

gratitude. 

So on thia Purim day, my frie de, .en we 

think in sorrow of the homes, let us think in atitude and 

Jo7 of theae men and men like unto them, who in our hour of 

need came to our defense, not only to our defense but to the 

defen■• of human right ■, of fundamental juatice and of 

•■■ential humanit7. Qod be bleaaed that the ■• men 11Ted in 

Bia worlt. 




