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We generall7 extol God in word■ and prai■• 

Him a■ righteou■ and beneTolent when we prosper and are 

happ7 an4 when the grief we haTe to bear 1■ moderate, but 

it 1■ otherwi■• when auch trouble■ a■ are deacribed in Job 

oome oTer ua. Some of ua 4eny God and belieTe that there 

1 ■ no ruler in the unlTer••• eTen if their propert7 alone 

la lo■t; other■ retain their falta in the exi■tence of 

,Uatioe, eTen when offering from lo■■ of propertJ-, wherea■ 

lo■■ ot ohil4rea la too auell affllotioa f<r th••· Other■ 

are made fira in t~eir faith eTen wi~ the loaa of taeir 

oh114r••· But there ia no oiw no caa pat1entl7 bear paia 

that reaoh•• hie own peraoa; u tll•• •nmr■ ana ooaplaiu 

of lnJu■tioe ana autaerit7 1 1■ eart or wita hi■ tanga.e. 

!hue wrote the greate ■t of Jewi■a philoaopher■ 

Ko■ea Malaonlle■, In hi■ chapter on "llTll" in hi■ momment

al work "Th• QQ14• ~or the Perplexd~ HC1Jprofoundl7 true 

th••• word■ are each one of u■ oan atteat b7 eTidence 

borrowed ~rom Job' ■ experience. 11 of us are quite read7 

to accept the good things of God, eftn when we do not 4eaene 

the■, but•• re■ent when eTil 1 ■ T1■1te4 upon u■, eTen when 

•• are cle■erTing of that eT11, anl oertainl.7 when N feel 

that we are not 4e■en1ng our re■ent■ent mon •• bo11nu . 

.. attribute enelt7 an4 1.DJu■tioe to Qol or•• l•JV hi■ 

exl■tenoe entirel.7. 

I reoall a ..... wu ... a faltktlal !e-,le 

-1-



• 

• 

• 

wrehipper. •eeaingl.7 a religioue pereoa. She lo•t her 

eoa ana at onoe ■h• aeeme4 to feel that her faith ha 

betrayed her. She eeemed to ■e• in her bereaTement truth 

either of God's inJuatioe. of hie cruelty. or hi■ impotence 

or hie non-exiatence. She has neTer since attended a place 

of wor■hip. I haTe known maD7 men and women who went 

through the Talle7 of the ahadow of death, who were ■orel7 

tried, and to whoae lipa there leape4 the bitter word• o:f 

ooaplaint concerning Gol'• mi1111anagement of hie uniTerM, 

hi■ iDJu•t1oe or hi• unreal1t7. 

One of oour•• appathl••• witk them in their 

••rron; one eannot help but ■3mpatlllH Witll th•• 1D their 

4r• l tri'bulatiou, but 1 all b.o .. ■v one 1■ oaapelle4 to 

•q that tllllr idea of religi • Te-q pr1■1t1Te aDt. their 

OOJICeptlo• of :faith 1■ Tff7 na1Te. !he7 ■till th1Jlk--

1UIC011.■Cloual7, of cour■e. of rellgioa aaetly a the 

primitiTe man thought of it:•• a aort of barter with hi■ 

4eit7. The primitlv worshipper ma7 coTenant with hi■ go4 

and contract with hi■. "If 7011 will be good unto •• and 

protect me, if 7ou will giTe me Tictory OTer mine enemie•, 

if 7ou will proaper 1111' life and inorea•• rq flook, wll;J, theD 

I will bu114 an altar to th•• and I will bring ■aorlflo•• 

unto thee anl I will worahip thee. If 7011 fall to do that, 

lf 7011 permit mi■forh.ne to be Tiaite4 up nm•; if I• 

Tuaqulllhel b7 mine e11e117, if ■iome■• o • to •• or 4eatJa 

to 7q clear ou■, then I ■ball ao, aill 7n an a1,ar, n, I 

uall take -, -rlfioe■ &114 rq leTotlou •l••••r•.• 
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UJlfortlmatel7, thi■ contraotual 14•• of 

religion i■ etill hell b7 thou■an4a of people. an4 I .. 

compelled to aa7 in all hone ■t7 that mo~ people are no, 

religioa■• The7 are really traaea people; they traffie 

in religioa; they regard religion•• a sort of a life ana 

health inaurance polio7, which religion ia not. Baaioally. 

there 1■ one great error, one great miaoonoeption under

l7ing the old-faahioned moralit7. and I •nt to point it 

out to you. beoauae I am afraid that it is still to be fount I 

in the minds of ma117 of you. !hi■ error, thi■ miaconceptioa. 

1• that God in hie proT14enae mu■t reward or puniah the goo4 

or the wickel in a plq■ioal wq; that Gol'a retribution 1■ 

like our retributioa--p~aioal. 

Ia other worl.■, lf l oharitable an& 

righteo•• an4 ~om■t, then God ould rew r4 •• with bealt, 

wicked and unrighteo•• and eTil 1• rq cloiDg■, then Go6 

■boull at onoe pun1■1l •• with pala, with poTert7 and itll 

an earl7 death. !hu■ we woul.4 lite to pre■ori'be :for Go4 

tbe manner of goTerning hie worll baaed upon our col• of 

~•tic•, a code which 1■ baaed on our limited and finite 
. 

knowledge and experience■, cot.• which 1• wrung out of the 

emergenciea and the immediatene■■ of our imperfect ■ocial 

organisation . Our coc1.e, our w -:y of .1uclg1ng, •• woulc1. l iu 

Gol'a • 1■ not, what I ohoo■e to call ln all reTerenoe, 

tlll■ oaa1l-an4-oar17 ft7 of ,aa,1oe; tlli■ hnalag la a gool 
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4•eA and expeoting in return ph7aioal comfort■ or pla7aioall7 

le■lrable con41tiou la rewar4 for the good 4ee4. !rbat 

l■ not Gol'• wa7 • 

I know maDJ' people. I mow ma~ noble men and 

om•• who haTe 11Te4 11Tea of prob1'\7 and integrit7. who•• 

4a7s were full of ■adnee■ and suffering; and I know ma~ 

ignoble men nd omen, any worthless men and omen who 

haTe 11Te4 in •the lap of luxuey, wanting nothing, depriTed 

of nothing, and ho liTed to a good old age. Suffering 1■ 

not punishment for sin. nor ie proaperit7 reward of virtue. 

Ka117 people are prosperoua who have not merited auch pro■-

perit7, and ma117 people auffer ho are not deserving of a117 

■ufferlng. Pla7aioal mi■fortun or phyaioal proaperit7 haTe 

aothing to 4o 1n th main w1 oral quality &Dd moral worth; 

they may OTertake •~manor o a at•~ time, at all time■ • 

Qod reward■ ua for our gool deeu ant pUDl■hea 

ua for our evil deeu--deed■ which in their e ■aeno• are not 

plqaioal fact■ but apiritual faot■• Qo4 rewards ua and I 

punish•• u■ apirituall7--ia our aplritual life, ln our inner 

life. in our real life. It ia within u■• not in our fleeh or 

in our appetite■• but in u■• in our ••••ntial aelf. in our 

peraonalit7. in that thing which ia really ourself. that• 

mu■t look for the conaequenoea of good and eTil, for the 

reward of good and eTil. He who baa 11Ted a life of worth, 

of nob111t7. of wiado■ , of courage. of moral enterprise. will 

flDI hla life. hl■ real life, bi■ inner life, filled 1th 

JNaning. wit~ beau't7. with lntere■,; 7ou 111 find th rela 

t 
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a ■en■e of ■ati■faetio. of gratification. of contentment 

~d peace of ■oal fer haTiJag llTed the right life an4 pla7el 

the guae worth117 and well • 

!hat ia the •P»-• rewarl Whio no aa01lnt of 

pJa7■1oal want or 4epr1Tatioa or auftering ••• leeaen b7 an 

iota. Be who haa 11Te4 a life of wa■te; u Wile lla■ 

■quan4ere4 hie apiritual re■ouroe■; a life of intemperance. 

of cruelt7. of wrong. will find within himeelf hia punish

ment. a ■tarTe4 an4 stunted life, an empt7 life, a drab life. 

an ugl7 life, a troubled coucience, a mi■erable aelf-

4epreoiat1on. a cheapening of him■elf, a deTe■tation an4 a 

deaolatioa. An4 no amount of •117■1oal well-being can leaaen 

the horror of that puliahment • 

An4 ■o it 1 •it in our peraonalitJ---an4 thia 

1■ the thought wllioll I would lik to underacore for you thia 

■ornillg--it 1■ within our peraonalit7. our own ■elf. that 

auffer and the wicked neTer proaper. Let me elaborate o• 

tha, thought one more ■o■ent. We Jllll■t not coa:ta■e the two 

worlla. e llboul4 not oonh■• our p)qaioal worll, the worll 

of our bo4ie■ and of our ■eDN■ , the mortal cla7 worl4, tu 

orld that is eubjeot to aoc14ent and to dis•••• and to pain 

and to suffering and to death an4 to deoa7.--.. ought not to 

confu■e that worll 1th our apiritaal worll. PlQ"aloal maa 

1■ ltoan4 b7 the ■ame iron law■ of nature, whioh are Go4' 

law, •• ihe Ha■t et iu flelb or th• tlowera. l'JIT&lo 117, I 
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• are aubJect to the ■ame lan of growth and deoq. e'f 

ohano• and of clla11ge and of accident. All Ull•te thinga 

are nbJeot to di•••••• to pain. to 014 age. to death, to 

o rrup tio • !here 1a JIO eeoape from it. And it ia quite 

llopeleaa to aak 1fb7; it ls quite hopele■■ an4 alaoat meaa-

1:ngl••• to ask: "Wlq 414 God create Bia worl4 •• He oreate4 

ltT Why in this wa7. and why not in that wq? Why did 

God create man mortal? Why could Be not haT created him 

of leas periahable stuff and of fewer defici nciea? Why 

couldn't Be have g1Ten man an eternal life. life free from 

cliaeaae? "h7 couldn't He baTe made him perfectt• 

It la quite hopeless. quite eanlngle a to 

ask that queation; ~•t as it 1 ■ quite hopeless to ask: What 

1■ the purpo■• of all creation? this universe? Where 

1■ it all tending? !he■e num r s solar system.a awinging 

at maddening ■peel in ■paee, ere are they all tendiDgT 

What ia it all about? \fh7, we don't know;•• cannot 

Only the Creator mow■ the rpoae of Hi■ oreatioa. 

A created thine eanuot un4erstan4 the ■ot1Te, the plaa. the 

purpo■• wllioh waa in the mial of the oreat r. • ao not 

mo•;•• oannot know; we ■hall not mow. l r ■an cl.14 no, 

ereate the uniTer■e, but 1■ onl7 ,....n insignificant. 1nf1n1tea- 1 

imal iota. a grain of aan4 within t~i• ooamic ■cheme. 

!be foolish man 111 f1•et a ainst the 11ml ta

tiou of hla mortal life. '1'be foolish man ill complain:" 

wa■ I oreatea 1th the■• limitationa of a mortal man? Wh7 

with boq that la subject top inT" !he wie• man will 
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reconcile himaelf to hia destiny aa a mortal man; the wise 

man 111 learn to expect suffering and want and pain an4 

death in the worl4; and the wi■e . an will uae hia Go4-g1Yen 

intellect to protect himeelf aa far aa possible; he will uH 

that intelllgenoe llbioh God gave hiJll to lee■en hie pain 

•• far a■ po■aibl•. to make kl■ paa■age through the worll 

•• free of mi■er7 an4 auffering aa poeeible; he will tr7 to 

4eyelop the aoienoe of Mlloi•• which will leeaen pain an4 

■taap out epide■ie and prolong and aafeguar4 hi■ life; be 

will t17 to make accident l••• fatal b7 preoautiona which he 

will be able to take aa a renlt of learning more and more 

about the operationa of the pll7aical lawa of nature. In 

other worda, he will protect him elf aa far ae poaeible 

within the iron ring which nature an4 nature'• God h ye 

preacribed for him, and in this oon tant effort to protect 

himaelf hie mind will 4eYelop, hie intellect will ripen, 

hi■ pereonallty will deYelop, intere■ta will come into hia 

exi tence, hie life will be fuller an4 richer aa a reault 

of the■• constant an4 aea14uou■ effort■ to oTerco• eTil 

■ore and more all th• tiae. Ancl thee• eTil• in theuelYe■ 

will proYe a goa4 ana a atl•l•• to ~1• to a4Tanoe t• new 

41aooTer1••• aew lDYentiOJI■, to aafegaar4 hl■ life, to 

·proteot lllJI. 

But k• will alwa7a remember, the •1•• man 

will, that when all la ■aid and done be la Jn?un an4 not 

11Tina; that h• 1■ faab1one4 out of the t.u■t nd auat r tura 

unto the duat. anl al■ gooc1Jl••• and hia Tirtue, eTen a hi■ 
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wicked.nee■ and hie Tice ■, haYe little to do with th 

operation■ of the■• inexorable, relentlea■ la•• of the 

phy■ical worl4, an4 he will 4o well not to forget and nee4-

le ■al7 to compl ill. Bu.tit ia in hia inner orld that man 

must find hie freedom, hi■ conaol tion, hie immortalit7; it 

1■ in that worll of hi■ whioh he himaelf fashionel, of whioh 

h• himaelf ia trul7 master, that he 1a fr••• that he oan 

exerci■• choioe, fr•• will; and it ia in that worll, that 

_Tltal personality of hi■, here he ill find the precipitate• 

of goo4 and eTil conduat, quite 1rre■peot1Te of what happen■ 

to h1a pby■ioal ■elf. It 1• there that goodness will 

yield good.nee■ and eTil will yield eTil a■ 1111re as f te; 

it is there that the righteou 111 be rew rded b7 a 

aenae of pr14• nd by a aenae of elf-dignit7, by aatla

faction, by peace; and it ia ther that the wicked man ill 

be punished by the terrible conscience and an ugly aense of 

self, and by all th evila which attend ain. 

That, I take it, friends, 1 a more helphl 

way of looking at this problem of eTil,--at least, this 1■ 

the way I haTe reasoned thi■ problem out for IQ'Nlf, ·an4 I 

have found in it gr• t ■trength. !hi■ is the way, too, that 

Jo, reasoae4 thi■ problea 011t for himaelf. !hat rare aal 

wonderflll Book ot ~ 'II, tile er 11J1111g 11 tera17 aohl Yeunt of 

th• ... 1ent 11terah.re of Iarael, l■ lnlllt aro1Ul4 thi■ 

proble■: '1117' lo the innooent eufterT It 1■ oa■t in the 

fora of a 4raaa. azicl the wre■tllng and t e pertlirbationa of 

t • Jmaan ■oul are male Yooal apon the lip■ of Jill anl hl■ 
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frlenda. lob••• a righteous man and a God-fearing man; he 

was rich, he as honored. be waa reapecte4 among hie fello -

men. He worshipped Go4 in faithtulneaa and in aincerit7; 

and suddenly. without any waming, mi■fortune begins to fall 

upoD ill. Pirat hi■ propert7 ia carried off in a rain and 

he 1■ left a pauper; tben hia ohlldren are killed aa the7 

are aasembled in th home of one of the brothers when the 

hou■e collap•••• and Job ia now 4epr1Ted of hi■ Ailclrea; 

and then to oap the climax of hie miae17, a foul ant 

loathaoae li■eaee ia Tial,ed upoa hill, the di••••• of 

leproa7. And Job, the proal ellir of Arabia, flnb hiuelf 

&D outcaat, 811 objeot of loathlBg an4 horror ■ittiag oa an 

11h heap outail• of the wall• of hla oit7, u■iag a potsher 

•1th which to ■crape hie burnt kin in order to allq hi■ 

terrible aufferi,ig. 

Ancl then thia queation rushes to his lip ■• 

bursts out of the agony of hia lite. this challenging, u

manding. accusing question: Wlq'? Wh7? lh7 did God make me 

thie loathsome thing that I am? What haTe I done to merit 

itT Where ie the Justice in the world? Wla7T Anc1 how m--,. 

people in leaa terrible circumatancee than Job who aak thi■ 

queationT 4 the three friend■ of Joi ooJN to Tiait hill, 

and when the7 ••• tll• terrible plig)lt •hioh he 1• ia tlle7 al 

ODO• ooaclude that Jo, 111181 haT• ■lnnel grleYOU■l7 agalul 

Gol, haTe mer1,e4 noh ,errlble paai■uent; an4 t11a, 

lapllel anl aalYe ucna■atios ll&Clteu Jelt lato tar,. • , lle 

will t aoo wlHge thatl Be 41 aot al aal <Jel' ■ 
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juetice cannot be v1nd1oate4 b7 humiliating the man Job. 

Juet becaue the man la mortal and eak and beaten he will 

not permit himself to be accuaed of ainfulneaa in order to 

Juatif7 God's way in the worl4. And he criea out in that 

marTeloua passage: "a "od liveth, who hath robbed me of '111T 

right; and the lmight7 who hath grieved lI1¥ soul. Aa long aa
1 

my apirit ie within me, and the truth of God in my noetrila, 

181' lip■ ahall not speak untruth nor DlJ" tongue utter falaitJ'. 

God forbid that I should Juetif7 7ou; till I die I will not 

part wiih fA7 1~tegrit7. lq righteou■n••• I hold fast ant 

will noi let it ge; JV heart ■hall aot blame an;z of me •• 

loag •• I liTe." 

!here ie aometll1M 1BY1olate iD a man' ■ aoul 

11h1oh oannot be atepped upea, a eorate4, even to Juat14 

diTinit7. !ha friend■ of Job caused him of arroganoa. of 

irreverence, of blaap~•IV• But Job remaina unaoTe&, and ao 

hie friend■, being unable to help him find hie way out of 

the dark.nee■ which hae fallen over his life, Job muet grope 

for him■-lf; Job must wreetl with this terrible problem 

himaelf in order that he m&.7 not be driven to complete 

mental and physical pro■tration and collap••• And he doe■ 

grope and he doea search and he 4oea riN rung upon rung 

until he reach•• a height whioh 111Wlline■ bi■ larlme■■ ; an4 

thia 1■ how Job reached peaoe and truta: it ■ooa clawne4 

upon hi■ that the old-faah1one4 aoralit7 whioa hl■ friend.a 

••r• adyooatillg ••• not true; th t pal• 1■ not pUJlia ent 

for ■iJI; \ha, 41■e••• an4 •c14enta 11187 oTertake tile goel. 
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and the Wicked alike; that the phyaical lan of the uniTerae 

operate regardleaa of man' ■ moral or immoral act■. 

!hat ia the firet great truth hich 4a1'l111 

upon the clouded mind of Job, an4 int t truth he finds 

great conaolation, for it mean■ that God has not caat him 

off, that he hae not done wrong, that a moral law haa not 

been violat d, that he is just euff ring the doom of all 

created things. Why is there eTil in the world? Why is 

the world not perfect? Job too soon realises that mortal 

man cannot answer that auestioa. He believes that He who 

fashioned the uniTer■e, and holds it all, as it were, 1n the I 
hollow of kia hanl, Be alone wko encompaaaea eternit7, wko I 
knowe the ultimate relationah1pa of thing■, Be alom knon 

the why and the wherefore. n cannot know. 

nd then the aecond great truth le reve lei 
. 

to hill out of hie suffering. Doea that then mean that good 

ia vain and valueleea? Does that therefore mean that moral 

I efforta have no meaning and no tangible consequences in the 

univerae? "Bo I" cries Job. They have tremendous, 

tangible, potent consequence■ in the wo~ll and int e life I 
of man. But those coneequencee are not to be sought for in 

phyeieal thinge. in the thing■ we touch with t e fieah,--in 

I comforts, in ea■•. in proaperit7, in phy■ ical well-being . 

But the7 are to be •ought for within, in the real 

aanotuar7 of human life, 1D the atrongboll and in the cl ta4el 

of human life; in ■an'• owa peraoJ111llt7. It la there where 

s-o4n••• ia rewar4el 'b7 gooiua■; lt 1■ there where goo4Jlea■ 

-11-



• 

• 

• 

g1Ye■ to 11&D a aeue of well-being, of peaoe, of oontent•n,, 

of enrichment, of exaltation. 

Job mow■ that in epite of hie BUfferlng; he 

la still the proud man. kno ing that he baa pla7ed the game, 
I 

that he has followed the hard roa4 because it was the true 

road to follow, that he has pla7ed the game of life worthil7, 

honestly, eportemanlike. Jobie confronted 1th the thought 

that if God is the source of morality, then he, b7 living a 

liOdly life, ha■ approached immeasurably nearer to God; that 

he haa become a fellowman.; tbat he ha eatabliahed a kinahip 

with divinity, which kinship la denied to all thoae who 

follow the ways of wrong-doing. !hey will never know thl 

glo17 of the nearness of God; the7 111 never mow the 

exaltation which come■ to a man h n he does the right an4 

the true and the noble thing; t h re estranged fr<m God, 

while Job, in spite of hie misery and suffering, ia near to 

God. And that is 'the supreme re ard of the moral life, and 

that reward no amount of physical mishap• or oircumetaneea 

can h lt. 

That ia the aecond reat reTelation that co••• 1 

to Job; and the third reTelation which come■ to Job la thl ■: I 
hie very suffering. far from being a sign of od's diaapproTa. 

I 
of hie estrangement from divinit7, haa enabled him to aee 

more clearly the truth and tbe r alit7 of life . !hroug)l 

hi■ blinding tear• he waa able to catch a viaion of man' ■ 

herolo deatiUT; and man's heroic deetiJIT 1• thi■: faithflll

uaa,--in apite of ten thoueancl hell■ of euffering, faltllhl-

-11-
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1 ••• ana ■tea4fa■tneaa to ldeala, in ■pite of all ta• 
~orror■ and the torment■ &J'ld the torture• of the p)q■ioal 

worll; fortitude, courage and adTanci:ng epirit in apite of 

all the blooq obetaole■ which the phyaical world about ua 

That i■ the heroic destiny of man--bi■ 

unconquerable, indefeasible, irrefutable spirit. cesaeleael7 

aspiring and ceaseleasl7 advancing, even while the body ia 

being racked and tormented by pain and suffering. That ia 

the divine career of man'a life. 

When those truths dawn upon Job he pro,trates 

himself before God and say■: "God, I am comforted in spite 

of 117 lot." He has found atrength to endure hie endless 

torture; he hae found a aolaoe and a oonsolatio• in the 

1ategrit7 of hia inner life, in th spirit of righteoueneaa 

which waa -hia. 

An4 I belieTe, friends, that is perhaps the 

real way of looking at this problem: if God la ju■ t why do 

the innocent suffer? We muet di■asaociate in our mind the 

two worlda--tbe phyaioal world and the spiritual world. In 

the physical world certain natural laws operate to which we 

are subject and to which we must adjust ourselves, and in 

this adjustment of man to the physical world lie all the 

•1gne and evidence• of hie progreaa and civilization. The 

more ciTilised he is the more be will kno'I how to control 

theee foroea. how to uae them for hie advancement. In other 

woru. the Ter7 eTil in the peyaieal worl4 are the goa4■ 

w111oa mo•• him aloq tbe road of civ111• tioa. 
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In the ■plritual 

master of hi■ 4eet1D7- I aq m either s1Dgl7 or men 

oollectiTel7. And it 1 there where goodness ia rewarded 

b7 goodnea• nd where eT11 la puni he4 by eTil; it la there 

where the innocent never snffer and the wicked neTer pro per. 

God ie just in all his aye. There are ma~ JQ"■terie■ whioh 

• c nnot eolTe; th re re Sll1 dark veils hich e cannot 

penetrate. e truet in Him who lived before all thing■ 

were and will live hen all thinga 111 ce se to be. e 

trust that He ho could fa hion this universe csn also 

administer it Ju tly and lovingly. 

lor e cannot know the hy, we humbly submit, 

but thi■ we do know: th t He has ao org nised our life, our 

real. inner life, that there Tery good ao, yield■ an 

abundance of blessing, and every evil act bringa untola 

n4 mowing that we re comfortel and atrengtkenel. 

--o-,.. 

-




