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&1917■ an index to a 1B&n'a true worth. La■t week I had 

occasion to epeak to you about the problem of human ■ufferlng, 

and I preaente4 th1a que17: Ia aafferlng punishment for 

■in, Ia proaperit7 a re•r4 for Tirtue? And we were 

con■trained to an■•er. you will reoall. in the negatiTe. 

Puniahment 1■ not necesearily the result of one's iniquities 

and proaperity la not necessarily the reward of one's good 

deed■• 

And aimilarl.7, when this question presents 

ltaelf: is success the true measure of a man's ab111t7 or 

of a man' ■ true worthY one le constrained to an■wer in the 

negat1Te. It 1■ not. A man's intelligence. a man'• ·/ 

ability, are of cour■e tremendoua factore ln winning auccesa 

ln one' ■ cho■en Tooation; but ther re other thinga whioh 

enter into ■uccea■ and failure. There 1■ ohanoe, there la 

luok. there la opportunit7 which waa extended to the one anl 

ienied to the other. !here are a thouaand and one faotor■ 

OTer which the man him■elf haa no oontrol that enter into 

the ultimate reBUlt of a man's career. Ju.at a■ accident■ 

ma7 kill the atronge■t and the healthiest and the beat in 

ph7■lcal life. ■o chanoe and luck and opportunlt7 11&7 make 

or break an ind1Tidual, as far aa aucceaa in life ia con­

oerned--ln bueinesa, in the profe■sion■, in politic■. or in 

&lf7 other department of h1111&n life. I mo• m&D1' a failure 

who deaerved to be ■ucoea■tul, and I know m~ a aucoea■ful 

.... ao-called. whl de■ene4 to be a failure. I know of 

■•111' t••t fortunla which haTe been built up. either through 

-2-



• 

• 

{ 

unearnel lnorement■• or throu corrv.p 

Hthol■ , thr~ug)a plrao7 an4 exploitation; and I ltnow men 

who haTe remained poor becauee the7 were strong enougll to 

withhold their hand from corruption. 

So that auooeae in the outer world le not 

alwa7a a true measurement of a man'• inner worth. I haTe 

known and you haYe known political figure• who rose to 

great prominence and importance in the political life of our 

nation; men who ere carried in on the creet of a waye of 

great popalarit7, and I know that ma~ men have taken thi■ 

great Yicto17 or triumph to indicate great worth, great 

merit in th••• ev.ccesaful political figure■, and 7et there 

i■ abeolutel7 no essential relationahip between their worth, 

their merit, their qualit7, t ir 1niellect, tbeir genius, 

in their political triumph. - 41 a man ha■ won popilar 

aoclai■, Tloto17, becau■e he waa faTored 'b7 fortune, b7 

opportunlt7; he happened to come at the right moment when 

the confluence of ciraumetancee faTored hia, or he happened 

to be ao ehrewtl and oanlq' •• to manipulate hie own aucce■e. 

Popular acclaim 1■ perhap■ one of the moat 

0011110n gauge■ of BUcc•••• line t1mee out of ten the 

populace acclaim the wrong pereon; nine timea out of ten the 

ma•••• are in the wroM. 

enthuskn la uninformed 

oonatant and treacheroua. 

It■ heroes have feet of cla7; ita 

nd exceaeiYe; ita lo7alt7 1 ■ ln­

llhen the ■ob applaud■ an 1nd1Yi4-

aa1 it la reall7 applauding itulf, ite own inner. COIIIIIOD­

plaoe banallt7. lt■ own oheapm■■ and it■ ollll wakne••• 
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Poplar aoolala cannot be taken aa th• true 

meaaure of a man' ■ real wortll. It la reoountel of a great 

Athenian ■tate■man who refu■e4 to be fluible to popalar 

■entiment. wbo foun4 himeelf one 4ay deliTering an oration 

to a great ma■■ of people, an4 at one part of that oration 

he wa■ loudl.7 applaudel b7 the populace. and he turned to 

one of his frienda and ea14: "What have I said amis■ that 

the people are applauding me?" The resteat dange~ to men 

in public life. whether in po1itica or in ■ocial work or in 

the miniat17 or in newspaper work, ia that of eTal~ating 

one's serTice. one's contribution, one's w,__.~b7 the manner 

of its reception b7 the popalace. For when one doe■ that 

oTer a long period of time you · will aoon find th~t he ha■ 

oeaaed to be a leader of men and ae become a lacke7 of men • 

cutting pretty oaper■ to &11112■ t em; for that la what the 

ma■■ like■• !he maa■ will ■tone its prophet■, but will 

O'r7 "All haill" to the buffoon and the gil4e4 fool 1dlo Will 

entertain the orowl.. 

So that outer noo••• and publlo acclaim are 

not true meanrement■ of a man•• worth, nor do I take it i■ 

the accumulation of knowledge and learning a true meawre of 

a man's real worth. You know the accumulation of intellect-

ual worth 1■ ver7 much like the accumulation of material 

wealth: ite value depends entirel7 upon the manner in which 

it 1■ emplo7e4. The sheer amaa■ing of fact and infor1111tlon 

and learning 1■ ln lteelf of little Talue a■ far a■ the ■oral V 

worth and excelleno7 are oonoernel. It 1■ onl.7 when 
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knowledge becomes ethioall7 dynamic, when knowledge 18 

tranalate4 into wiadoa and wiadom ie emplo7ed in charit7 

and loTing kind.Dea■ that it become■ a a111bol an4 a manife■-

tation of human wortll. I think it was the great Chri■tian 

my■tio. nomaa a Kempis, who nil. "On Judgment 4a7 •• shall 

not be asked what we have real, but what we have done." It 

ie how we uee our experience■ and our knowledge and our t/ 

information. it is to what beneficent ende we appl7 the■• 

that are the important thing■. 

What, then, are the true measures of a man's 

worth? If 7ou will permit me, I will give you fA7 opinion · 

of what ia a true gauge of a man'• worth. There are three 

thinge b7 which I always 1111• to Judp a man, if I am tempted 

to judge him at all--and I al 7 t~ to &Told the tempta­

tion of Judging other people, for I do not like ~o Judge 

eTen 1117aelf. In the first place, I like to Judge a man b7 
· ~ 

thia atandar4: Baa he a f;ee mind! Ia hi■ mind open to 

the four corners of the eart!a, ready to welcome all trutla 

fro■ whateTer direotion it may cameT Orie hie mind u.ut 

tight b7 preJudioe or bigotey or aloth or indolenoe, re­

:ta■lng to accept any new reTelation which might come to hi■T 

Baa he a free mini! •&7, more, 1■ he reacl7 to dig for 

truth? Por truth, like all precioua ore, must be dug for 

with hard labor and the aweat of one' ■ brow. Ia he willing 

to 41g 4eep down for truth, and haTing fmnd it, 1 ■ he re q 

to nfine that newl.7 diacoTere4 truth and uae it in hie lifeT 

•ow that 1■ a Ter, deci■lff arlterloa to uM 
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on a man, for it goe• right deep down to the Ter-T root• of 

hi• character. Ia that man reaq at all time• to :ror•ak• 

tho■• idea• whioh have become dear and neet 

of tra41 t ion or t 111•. :for · the •k• of trutll, 

to him lleaauae I 
for the aake of , 

I 
the new revelation! Ie he reaq to ■urrender p•o• an4 . I 

ea■e of mln4 and welcome new ideu which neoeaaltate new 

adJu■tment■ and work and effort? I■ he reaq to welco• 

new idea■ which bring with them new problem• and a greater 

ooaplioation of lifeT lor eveey new idea does not aimpllf7 j 

life but makes life much more 1DY01Yed. much more perplexing.I 

Ia the indiTidual ready to welcome new truth? Baa he a 

free m1n4T And having fount new truth, la be reaq to be 

true to it. Hu be strengtb of comiction to 11ft b7 it 

ancl for it? Can he def7 conv ntion and the atandarde and 

the uniformitiea of hie day in order to be unique with his 

trutll and hla Go4T 

!hat ie one great criterion lfhioh I ould ■et 

up for evaluating a man'• wartll. !he free ■in4, the open-

nee■ of intellect, the eagern••• of the qu•■t, the de■ire to 

ohooae the har4 roa4 of pilgrimage leading to the far off 

■hrine of trutll--that i■ one gauge that I woul4 appl7 to alll' 

man to determine that I am oallecl upon to determine; and it 

1• a Ter7 deo1■1'ff criterion. /2. And 197 ■eoona gauge would be 

I 
I 
I 

Ia th1■ ma atrong ln adverait7? Baa he V 

the for1.itu4• and the moral har4lhood to riae after he ha4 

been thrioe beaten 4oWD b7 fortumf Ba■ he within hi■ the 

■trengtb to endure defeat and not to 71el4 to cle~eatt !hat 
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1■ another dec1■1Te criterion of human worth. Seneoa. the 

great Roman philo■opher, aa14: "It i ■ true greatness in a 

aan to haTe the frailt7 of a human being and the ■eourit7 

of a Go4." If a man oan haYe 1D hie life the 

Del--that aelf-oonfidenoe and atrengtb in the T£7 midat of -
--the frailt7. tbe eakneaa, the de-

- "1>111ti•• of modern man; if a 111&11 will fall eeTen time■, •• 

the Paalmill't ■a7a, and riee again, buffeted by fortune, 

holding up hie bleeding hea4, maligned and slandered b7 

human beinge, be will yet remain steadfast to himself and 

his ideal■. 

man of worth. 

If a man baa that quality in him he is a real 

You know that life has a ay of treating the 

beat of us; life -has a waJ of ending its arrows deep down 

into the deepmoet soul of the beet of us. Life brings ue 

ita ph7aical pain and ita loeaea, the lose of dear one■; 

life bringe ua. to all of u■• frustration of purposea-­

unhlfilled aabition■ • unrealised hope■. !he older one get■ 

the more he realise■ how few of hia cberi■hed dream■ were 

eTer :tulfille4. BTer7 man, whatever hie calling in life, 

and eYer7 woman. aoon oome ■ to mow that the deareat wish•• 

of their heart■ remain 1Udltlfille4. 

I remember the story that wae told to•• b7 

an old rabbi yeare ago, who•• word■ so profoundl7 plllJllb the 

depth■ of h1111an ex 

thought that I 

Be said= "When I waa 7oung I 

reform the c!£l I world. I •• • full 

of aabition, and the apirit of Go4.L~• it•••• •#strong 
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witbln me that I thought that I could improTe the whole 

eent1Rtl. little later in life I realised that it would 

be enough lf I were to improve my~ a little cC1D11unit7. and 

that would be a great achieTement for me; but I soon found 

that I could not do even that; and as I grew older, I ea14 

to 117aelf, 'If I could but 1mproTe the liTe■ of the member• 

of JA7 own famil.7, I would be a fortunate man, indeed, and I 

ould realize a great ambition in life.• I found that I 

could not do eTeD that. And DOW that I am old, I 887 to 

IQ'■el:t, 'It would be a wonderful thlng lf I =-~roTe 

ADI I :f1D4 eTeD 

And eo our ideal■ narrow in tkelr olroua-

ferance ae the year■ narrow ua, our great 4reaa■ remain 

u~lfilled. A few dq■ ago I re d the final chapter ln the 

book of a man who ha■ devoted hi■ entire life to the ethical 

improvement of aociet7--Pelix Adler. Pellx Adler calla the 

la■t chapter of hie last book--for he 1e an old man and his 

book 1a likel7 to be hie last book--be calla this chapter. 

"!he Laat outlook on Life," and he aa7a among other thing■: 

"I have reached the bourne, or am Yer17 near 

it. The ahadowa lengthen, the twilight deepen■• I look 

back on '1117 life nd it■ net re1111lta. I haTe ■een eplritual 

ideal■, and the more olearl7 I••• them, the wider appeared 

the dl■tanoe between the■ an4 the eaplrloal oon41t1ou, an4 

the obenge■ I could ef:feot la tho■• oondltion■ •••I nr, 

■Jlglat, lnieed. I )laye worke4 1D ■ool 1 re:fora, &D4 tile 
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impre■eion that I have been able to make now aeema to me 

eo utterly insignificant aa to make my early aangoine 

aepirations appear pathetic. I have seen the vision of 

democracy in the air, and on the ground around me I have 

■een the sordid traveaty of democracy--not onl7 in practice 

but in idea. I have caught the far outlook upon the organ-

1sat1on of mankind, the extension of the apiritual empire 

over the earth by the addition to it of new province■, and · 

I do not find even the falnteet beglnninge or reoognition 

of the taak lihlch the advanced natione ahould set theuelvea. 

I ■orutinise cloaely JA7 relation■ to thoae who have been 

clo■eat to me,--and I fin4 that I have been groping in the 

lark with respect to their ao■t real need■, an4 that-, 

facn1lt7 of divination ha■ been fee le. I look la■tl.7 into 

m7 own heart, '87 own character, and the effort I have uu 

to fu■e the di■conant element■ there, to acllieTe a gemine 

integritJ' there, and I find the 4iaappoint■ent ln that 

reapect the deepe■t of all.• Yet, in ■plte of that he la 

able to ■q in the great climax to hi■ --hie 

life'• teatament--"I bless the universe." And to be able 

to bleas the univer■e in one' ■ laet momenta la the npre11e 

prise llhioh man can wre■t fro■ lite'• atruggle■ and ~o■ 

lite'• experience • 

Here 1■ a .. n of atrong heart; here i■ a man 

of 11bo■ a poet ooul4 have nng: •o trlen4, never ■trike 

■all to a fear. Co• into port greatl.7 or ■ail the ••aa 

Ben 1■ a ll&Jl wile, aperlenalng tlaeH 1111ooe■■lft 
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cruoifixioue of life, does not 7ield. That ia true great­

ness and true worth; and it is such who are the chosen 

children of God. It 18 those who have been tried in the 

Taet tribulations of the world. who have seen their dearest 

wishes depart one b7 one unfttlfilled. nd their moat 

precious poaaessions vanish beyond recall. who have seen 

themselves grow old and wearied and broken b7 life, and who 

yet were able to st nd up and bless the world and bleea the 

God of the orl~--who re the chosen children of God. Some 

I 

I. 

1 

plants and some herbs do not yield up their sweetness until \) 

they are broken and crushed. 

And 80 I say tnat the second great oriterion 

of human worth, the second great teat of character ia the 

atrong heart; the man who do a t Judge life b7 ita 

results. by its achievements, bu by the worthwhilenee■ and 

the quality of t he effort; for there are fe achieTementa 

in life. there re few ideals which we can reall7 realise 

in our o 

succeeded. 

lifetime nnd sa7 &t their completion we have 

The nobler our ideals the lee llkllhood 

is there we will achieve them in our lifetime. But he who 

ie strong of heart eTaluatee an ideal not for it■ ultimate 

aucceas but for the effort, for the pouring into it of the 

beet that ia in us; for fighting the good fig):l,--for oarr71ng 

on. That is the real teat of bn•n worth. 

J.a■tl.7, frienda, I thiJIJt the third teat, 

beaidea the fr e mind and the ■troag heart, 1■ the helping 

I 

J 
Jlanl. Ba■ thia man uael the gift■ of ~1• llf•. kla _ 4'alenta, 
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hi■ po■H■sioDII to inoreae• the graciou■neaa and tu 

pleaaantneaa of human exi■tenoe? Bae he used those gifts 

which God gaTe him to augment the spiritual aeaeta of human 

life. to inoreaee the ■paciou■neaa and the reasonablenesa 

and the kindlinea■ of human existence? Hae he tried to be 

a lighthouse in the worldT The lighthouse ie one of the 

moat beautiflll apbols in human speech. The man who sheds 

radiance of cheer and helpfulness all about him, who 

illuminate• the dark liTea of those who are 

paea through the darkneas of the world--that 

houH; that mania the aerTant of mankind. 

compelled to 
1 

man is a llght- ! 
That is another I 

eeeential criterion. Ha• this man ao revered human life, 

hae he ao Tenerated the God who 4wella in each soul, that 

he••• reaq to u■e hillaelf as 

for eTeey beaten and lnlffe,ei bu 

ah1eld and a protection 

soul.? That he wae 

reacl7 to give to it all that he had and all that he is? 

Has he tbe helping han4? Does he go through life with a 

hand which graap■ , which takee, whioh ask■T Or does he go 

I 

I 

through life with a hand which give• and upbolde and lifts.--1 

the hand which touohea with benediction other fellow traYel- I 
era upon the road of lifeT 

!hat ia the third criterion of human worth, 

frien4a. And when 7ou are called upon b7 7ouraelYee to 

4eterm1ne whether your friend or 7our neighbor or 7our 

felloWM.D la a ■ucoeaa 1D life. Judge hi.a not b7 the number 

of thinge wbioh be baa aooumulate4; Judge him not b7 the 

wealth 11b1oh be ha■ aaa■■el; Julge him not b7 the pop1lar 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
' I 
I 

I 
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e■tee■ or aoolai■ which he haa rece1Ted which he ha■ reoeiTe; 

judge him not b7 the amount of knowledge which he ha■ 

accumulated. or the certificatee of learning which he ha■ 

reoeiTed.--judge him rather by these three inner. searching 

teats: has he a free mind? Has he the eager, seeking, 

questioning intellect, Does he go through life adventuring. 

seeking new truth snd new r velation? Is he free enough to 

rise above the masses nd to reach out to his own life and 
' his om personelityT And has he the strong heart, the 

heart which endures in the midst of adversit7, the heart 

which. strong in the confidence of men. refuses to yield 

to the limitations of the frustrations of human experience? 

And has he the helping hand? Is he kindly? Is he loving? 

Ia he helpful? 

people about him? 

Does he interes imself in the life of 

Or ia he ael -centered. involved in 

himself, in hie own self-augmentation or self-improvement 

or ■elf-enrichment? Ia he a eervant of God. or the 

servant of serv nte--himeeln 

These three. which in their essence a.re one. I 

are. to my·mind. the essential meaeuremente of a man'• worth. I 

The free mind. the etrong heart, the helping hand. 

-12-




