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I had a profeaeor once wboae faTorite maxi■ 

•••· "!he reason wh7 men should atud7 hiato17 ie to discover 

how the human raoe never profited from its experience." 

And that sentence comes to m1n4 when one thinka of ·the 

international events of the ~•t few ■ontha in the light of 

what has preceded. Ae 7ou will reoall, the treatiea of 

Looarno, which were foraall7 signed in London December laat. 

proTided for ma~ good and highl.7 desirable thing■. Among 

them were the eetablislament of a neutral sone between 

Germa117 and France, proTisione for compulao~ arbitration 

between theae two countriea when dispute■ shall arise, and 

mutual guarantee■ for assistance in caae of unwarranted 

aggression. 

Among the atipulat t ona of the treaties aa 

that :..erma07 shall be admitted into the League aa a member 

of the aaaambl7 and as a member of the higher leg1slat1Te 

bod7 of the League--the Council. The Council of the 

League of Bationa toda7 baa in its membership England, 

France. Itol7 and Japan as permanent aeat holder■ in the 

Council, and Belgiua. Cseo~oaloT&kia. Sweden. Spain. Urugua7 

anl 8rasll •• te■pora17 Hat holder■ b7 election. Germ•~ 

■hall be glTen a permanent ■eat along with the four aaJor 

power■• 

In good faitk Gena~ made the appllcatloa. 

A meeting of the Leape •• 

admitted into the League. 

Germ•~••• not 

After ten 4qe of wrangling anl 
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oharge■ an4 counter-ohargea. with a great deal of backstair 

diplomac7 ooming to the aurface. the meeting had to adJourn 

with nothing accoapliahed. and the meeting waa postponed 

until September next. 

And what had happened. and wh7 has thla been 

ao i■portant aa to deaerYe coanent? Wh7 a Germa117. afte 

haying been solicited to Join the League and after haying 

aade formal application. denied admittance? Wh7 was it 

not admitted? What had happenelT Bothing surprising. 

Just another inatance of a diplomatic confidence game. 

BTen aa the treaties of Locarno were being diecuaaed and 

the world wa■ encouraged to belieTe that the era of ■trife 

and hate and suspicion -• c 1..-g to an en4. and the era of 

aeoret 4iplomae7. eTeD aa theae negotiatione were proceedi 

England and Pranoe entered into ■eoret agreement■ with 

Poland with the idea that aa soon a■ Germ&JJ1' will make the 

application to join the League Poland ahall make a similar 

application. Wh7' Wb7. in order to ■ai~tain the balance 

ithin the League; in order to counterbalance. aa it were. 

to nullif7. if you please. the influence of Germa117 in the 

League; to put another Tote there. alwa7a to be counted 

upon aa faTorable to the so-called allied po ere. to offaet 

the Tote of Gerll&Dl'• 

Germ•~ was not informed of it; am ■hortl7 

before the a&7 of the meeting of the Leagae. Poland 

applioation for a permanent Hat in tile Leape. and encour 4 

117 that Spain and Brasil. haTlng 01117 a te11pora17 ■eat ther 
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put in their application for per aanent seat■ , with the 

result that utter confusion ensue4. The foreign minister 

of Great Britain, Chamberlain. who was notoriousl7 guilt7 

of this double-crossing. came to Geneva after having 

publicly been rebuked by the neople of ~ngland; impotent, 

he had made commitments that he could not carry through. 

And so they came and they wrangled and they ~ent home, 

abashed. discomfited. with their reputations even more 

sullied, and the prestige of the League con~lderably 

diminished, with Qermany still out of the League and with 

Europe in a reater and a worse condition of affairs, 

confusion and 1natability than ever before. 

A newspaper publioiet, reporting upon the 

events in Geneva. writes: "!h f ilure of this meeting, 

designed to consecrate Locarno, 7 be written down as the 

moat aerioua event 1n world politic■ since the Parle neac• 

conference and of the war. It la a reat set-back for the 

League. and it certainl7 _greatly endangers th~ whole 

Looarno peace plan. The eminent Englishman, Gilbert 

who waa a friend of the League. state■ to hie mind that the 

League had evidently completely abdicated. At this session 

there was no meeting of the assembly, tbere aano public 

meeting of the Council. Juat a few great powers met an4 
quarreled and bartered, 

wrangled, and accomplished nothing. The League had ceaae4 
A 

to function.'' 

llr. Senator Borall, of the United State■ 

Senate, interpret■ the laat occurrence at QeneTe to mean 
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that the old regime of rope. the regime responsible for 

the last ar. la aaauming control again oTer the direction 

and the deati~ of Europe. BY14entl7 eomething aerioua 

had happene4. You ee. the League of Hationa ia not strong 

enough ae yet to suffer maD7 mch 4ebacle■; it haa not a■ 

7et maD7 great achieTemente to its credit to enable it to 

withstand the aeTere criticiam of such a great faith; in 

fact. it baa man7 things not to it discredit; but to point 

to its essential weakness and inablllt7 to cope 1th major 

problem■• the League waa silent. the League was compelled 

to be silent. for example during the French occupation of 

the Ruhr. It did not speak; it could not speak. 

1'he League was found impotent hen aeolinl 

attacked Corfu and aeaaeelnated ople; the League waa 

unable to do•~ effective work 1 the opium negotiation; 

the League as silent. the Leagoe waa compelled to be 

silent ln thia colonial war which ia still going on in 

Borthern Afrioa; the League did not peak. the Leagae 001114 

not speak when ranee. carrying out its lmperiallatlo 

policies in Syria. deTeatated the cit7 of Damaaoue and ale• 

men by the hundred■. Theae were critical problem■ preaente4 

to the thou-t of the orl4. problema of international 

significance. problems in which the nation■ in league within 

the League were lnTolTed. concerning which the League did 

nothing because it coul4 do nothing. 

And thl■ laet fia■oo 1■ perhepa the oat 

■erioue of them all, and it reTeale4 to th• worl4 exaotl.7 
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what the motiYeB were behind the powera within the League. 

!hey wish to uae the Leagae not as an instrument for 

establishing peace but as an instrument for aelfiek aggran4-

1sement, aa an inatrwnent for perpetuating the prestige and 

the prerogative& of the few major powers who came out 

Yictorioua in the last war. And thl■ la eYidentl7 the 

impres~ion not alone of b7etandera but of ~eople ho are 

close to the situation. It was brought home to us when 

our ambassador in the Court o St. Jame■ • r. Houghton. 

and our minister at Switserland. r. Gibson. haying been 

eummoned to the Yhite House to familiarise the President 

ana the men in authority concerning actual conditions in 

Europe. etate4--I quote the statement of the ambassador 

to Englan4--"The League le no longer a world league but an 

lmropean counoil waiok ia in process of splitting into two 

camps. and which is destined to lapse into impoteno7." 

!bat alone is Yeey eerioua, this blow to the League; but 

there are even more eerioua conaequencea. 

The Leagu.e has summoned a world co~erence 

for disarmament to meet in GeneTa on Ka7 17th. a few weeks 

hence. ~b1a meeting on 87 17th was to be the preliminary 

meeting looking to a major conference which was to take up 

the entire matter of the reduction of the burden of arma

ment the world oYer, a Tery imperat1Ye and deeperatel7 

neede4 moYe in the world. Bow it is the common opinion 

of all the informed peoplea ln Europe and here that thie 

oonferenoe--to whloh the United State ■, b7 the wa7. haebeen 

-&-



• 

• 

• 

1DT1te4. and lbioh 1nT1tation baa been aocepte4--that thl■ 

conference will fall. 

with tbe Looarno treaties in the air. with Russia unwllli 

to join thia conference. inasmuch aa it is not a member . . 
of the League. thia conference will be futile and i■ 4oome 

to failure. And in place of the benefloent work whioh a 
' . 

conf rence euch ae this could have accomplished. hat will 

actually toke place in mrope and hat is actually trans

piring toda7. is thi■: that the nations of Europe ar~ armi 

more than at any time since the war; that the nations of 

Europe are arming to the deeta. and that the nations of 

rope are making secret guarantee■ • secret alliance•. 

one 1th another. offens1Te nd efena1Ye. because the7 

are nearl7 all conTinced--and the conT1ct1on ia becoming 

■tronger aa theae efforta for peace collapae one after 

another--that Europe ie on the way to another Taet. 

terrible. un1Teraal war, whi~h will be eYen more diaaatroua 

than the one we w1tneaae4. 

'?he akening of the preatlge of the League 

meana. for the time being. at loa■t. a aet-baok in all 

efforts looking to•rd the reduction of armament■• 'l'here 

ie aa corollary to thia still another aerloua result. 

namely.tat the militariatic groups in every nation 

abroad or at home naturally ■else upon theae failure■ a■ 

argwnenta for increased national armament. !hat Toioe haa 

alrea'7 been heard 1n eTe-q land in rope and i■ now being 

hearcl ln rloa. You ■e•. the nation■ oanno\ asr••· 'l'he 
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ume dip~omat1o riYalriea are in the world today u 

exiatea before 1914. and the same reaalte are to be 

expected. "!herefore let ua prepare. let ua not be 

found wanting when the criaie cornea and when war breau 

out." And the militarist finde in these new griata for 

hie mill. new argamenta for hie militariatio preachment-

increased armament. increased naYiea. increased armiea; 

which of course make war even more proximate and eTen more 

inevitable. 

Then. too. what has transpired in~ neTa a 

few eeks ago ould lend great strength t o the hands of the 

lsolationista in our land--those who advise the United 

States not to enter the 1orld Court; •~ose who have 

maintained coneistentl7 that the United States shall not 

entangle itself. aa they out it. in foreign alliances; that 

the United States should have notaing to do with a~ 

agency or institution which the r.airopean peoples will aet 

up for the encouragements of amicable ■ettlement■ among 

theruelTe■• Tbey now aay. "You see the sinister ■otiTea 

of those people■; you see their wild aachinatlone; you see 

what they are after. Why should we get into this mea■T" 

!hat was heard on the fioor of the senate a few days ago. 

Jorgetting. of course, that long before these inat1tut1on■ 

existed e got into a worae ea--the war. e w re dra ged 

into the war aa •• are likely to be dragged into any war 

that will tomorrow or the next day take place in rope. 

or there le no such thing tocla7 aa politioal iaolatiiJI •iv 
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more than there ia economic isolation, for erioa toda7. 

more than ever. haa inTeatmenta in ~rope. monetat7 

inTeatmenta lf nothing elae. To protect erloa'a 

peace 1■• to a great degree. dependent u D the 

pre■enatlon of peaoe ln rope; that a117 dlaturbano• 

there. a117 amall fire kindled ln a117 one of a hundre4 

eoplee in rope. mq be inere se4 to a T st oonfiagra-

tion which will reach our own shores. or th i olationiat 

finds in each suoceeeive defeat of th League argument. 

even ae the m111tar1et does. even as all the reactionnr7 

force■ in the ~orld do. eTen ae 1useol1ni does. 

e must not minimise bat hae t ken place in 

GeneYa. and yet we must not ~a gerate. e League. to 1117 

mind. 111 aurTiYe this last o 

na iona of ·~rope are morally 

rophe. but unless the 

erior to their repreeenta-

tivea there assembled. the League of Hatione ill not long 

eurTiTe their last oataetrophe. It is clear that at all 

oo■ts the League muat be aaYed for the peoples of ~rope. 

for the7 have nothing else to take its place. I have neTer 

adYooated the entr nee of the United State■ into the League 

I have regarded it ae too previou■. I h Te al a7a bel1eve4 

that azq persistent acta hould take place before the 

United States la ready to enter th League. or the 

natlone that have entered the League. the League for the 

European people■ ia a reallt7. and the onl7 agenc7 to4&7 
• 

there that ut■ ome sort of a check upon their national

latio r1Yalriea. or. if it doe not do that. forces them to 
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bring these interna ,ional rivalrie~ and suspiciona to the 

forefront. so that the peoples of the orld can see them 

and judge the■ • nd the United Stutes ould do well to 

uee ita diplomatic prestige to bring the peoples of 

Europe to a realisation that the League as an instrument 

for peace. as an instrument for atabllising their national 
. 

life, 1■ absoluteq necesea17, and ithout being for•ll7 

1dent1f1e4 with the League, America can bring tremendou■ 
~ 

moral pressure to bear up•n the great powers of rope. 

That is one of the thins which transpired 

ithin the last few weeks of international e1gnif1canc• 

which deserves comment. Another one is exico. Here e 

are more closely involved becau e it concerns a naval 

power and ourselves. texic a be n stn gling ,ithin 

the last two or three nerntion to become modern po er, 

to found a real democracy. to educat nd civilize its 

people. Mexico, since its found tion as a people and as 

a nation, has been thwarted in its purposes by three 

baneful agencies. One has been its own landed ariatocrac7 

which has persistentl7 exploited the poor farmer or peasant 

and appropriated hie lan4; the second has been the foreign 

imestor no. bringing into the country capit 1. eought to 

dominate the politloa of the countq and to exploit the 

resource■ of the count17. not for the benefit of exico but 

for the benefit of atookholdera back home; and the third 

institution or agenc7 hich baa retarde4 Iexican ro~ra■a 

kae been the churc. 



ow. b ck 1JI 1869 xloo began to bra the 

po r of the lancle4 1 t-•-07 b7 oo lling th rlo to 

r tuna the 1 4 to the pe ...... t■ llYing upon th lan • tb 

goye...-....... •-nt re 1ng th ncl o r for th l D4 t • 

nrren4 re --• Yer, ouageou■ and Te-q cre41 t bl 

reTol tlo11&17 ton th pan of th lo go er nt. 

l ••too.began to tl • 1 till pro~le oft 

lelloll. lo t arch ha OT r lt de tlJQ". et 

alo 41d the cllar k ,-.... ,_Tat estate. an4 t e t■ 

11Tillg OD tile■ •• , t lllpOYerlahel and p0Tert7-

■trlo a, t the c arc. c o urchee o T Teet I 

lnt-ere■t 11 all.7 clo. b gan to medcll in the polltloal 

life of exi o, n4 1 t u .. ,_1.s or reaction, Ju t ■ 

the church ln Rueeia d14. zt o oonfl cated thee ate■ 

of the churok. lr t lt et about r bur lug the o uro 

for th lan4 tha■ confl cate4. but · n exloo 41 co r 

that the c uro • u 1Dg thl mom7 g1Yen to it b7 t 

goTer ent for polltl al ropagan4a, for ffort 

the goYer nt, t go rDm nt o ue4 to reillbur 

c uroll for lt ooDfl o tecl pro rt7. D4 th n 

IO it p H4 a 1 • t t prle t or alnl ter t 

to c1e tro7 

th 

1 an 

hing 

rellgioa la xl o t be 

a Yer, 001111141-l& • i be 

u1 ltls n-- Teq •l , 

of the r llglo•• 

le r■ .... fro for l 

for ~11•1• r for 

t orlt7 oft 

-·•-..,-nt ot 
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of exico, waa diare rded, until a criaie eneuod ue 

a few onths ago. 

Theae foreign religious miniet rs or priests, 

ignoring the law, brought their political intrigues to such 

a point that the exican govern~ent was compelled to carey 

out the law and to deport them--al■o a Tery lee and laud-

able effort. Vbereupon a whole propa anda set loose in 

these United State■. The whole Tocabulary of the 

priTileged and the lntrenched classes who fund their power• 

weakened was again brought into use. exico was accused of 

barbarism, of cruelty. of horrible acta, of exploitation, 

of being Reda, of being BoleheTika and what not, because 

Mexico wanted to clean house, because exico wish d to 

defend ite own political soul a inst the intr1 es and the 

machinations of the foreigne r s. n archbiaho of the 

United States led in this car use of denunciation. and a 

congressman n t e floor of Con rese actuully c lled upon 

the United States to sever diplomatic r l ations itb 

exico until exico changed its constitution. 

I apeak of this because it is uite serious. 

ow church intereate are anxious for our interference in 

exico. At another time it would be oil interests, and 

still another time 1t ould be another type of interest. 

And the United States ould do well, to fA7 mind, first, in 
011Jl 

deference to ltaelf, lt■ .ideala,eecondl7, in deference to 

the moral character which ought to ap rtain to inter

national relationahip■ ,--the United State■ would do well to 
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refrain. eTen at the worst provocation. from interfering 

ln the internal politic■ of an independent and friendl7 

nation like exioo. our relations with exico have not 

always renecte4 creditabl7 upon u■. The Mexloan Var will 

remain a standing rebuke. a blot upon the eacutcheon of 

Amerloa; and man;, of the rewlutlona which broupt eo much 

woe and mlaery upon the peoples of exloo, ••D7 of the rlota 

and outra ea of exico were 41reotl7 incited b7 unaorupulou■ 

financial interests of exico and of other co11ntrlea. 

Of one other international situation I n•h 

to speak and then I shall be through. I wish to speak of 

Italy. In the Senate of the United tatea the question of 

eettlement of the Italian debt will be discussed this we_ek, 

Ital7 owes the United States o thing like two thouaand 

millions of dollars. tentative a r rangement has been made 

whereby Italy will pay the United State■ fiTe million dollar 

annuall7 until 1930. and twelTe million dollars from then 

on on a rising scale until 1987--or when the Keahiach will 

come--1 t will pq the maxi1111m amount of the Bll■ . of aeTenty or 

eig~t7 million dollars ammall7. Interest ia not to begin 

on the pa7JDent of this 4ebt until l9Z2. and then the 1nter

eet will be at the rate of one-eig~t~ of 1j. rising through 

this endless period of year■ to no more than 2---and that 

of course ia nr7 liberal on the part of the United Statee • 

Italy has not reoeiTed auch good teras from Bngland. Ital.7 

le to pay ~nglan4 duri the flrat year ten milllona of 

dollar■• the eecond year two ■1111on dollars. and eo on. 

-12-
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England will receive in the next five years four times as 

much from Italy as the United States. 

But that le neither here nor there. The 

point is that Ita1y will never pay ·this debt because Italy 

cannot pay it, and the only reason for making this settle

ment with the United Sta tea and for making these 1nsign1f1.

cant preliminary payments of five million dollars or so is 

to enable Italy to borrow more money in the United State•; 

not from the United States but from private interests. and 

they have already borrowed msey millions of dollare--not at 

the rate of one-eighth of 1~1 of course--from the private 

banks,--prlvate banks are not se cbnritable,--but at the 

rate. I underst and, of 61' plus a liberal bonua for the ca-rry 

ing of the bonds, the floating of the bonds. 

In other words, the United States govern~ent, 

through the settlement of its debt with Italy, the funding 

of its debt. has enabled Italy to borrow money in the 

United States to maintain and preserve the dictatorship of 

that cutthroat .:Auesol1n1. In his dictatorship. which is 

the worst and the most infamous dictatorship : in Rurope today 

Mussolini has established a reign of terror in Ita]Jr, 

Muesolini has pared down the power of pa~liament to a 

minima until it bas becane a catapaw. Ma.aeolini baa de-

prived the 1111nicip•lltiee of Italy of their autono117; he 

has established a central autocrac7 to which ewr7 cit7 and 

village and town in Italy must submi~. Mussolini ha■ done 

away 1th the free4om of the preae in Ital7--eTen woree than 

-13-
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the bolsheviks have done in Russia. nd .. us olini has 

carried out a progr m of expatriation. of persecution. of 

murder. against those ho oppose hie .ascistic policies . 

fe days ago the trial of atteotti--I 

believe that ls how hie na~e is to be pronounced, although 

I am not sure--closed in Italy. w tteotti. you will re-

call. was a member of the It lian parliament who had certain 

revelation& to make about the infamous activities of 

Mussolini. and iussolini. directly or indirectly. had 

Uatteottl kldnapoed and assassinated. The assas ins were 

apprehended. nd after months and months of delay. they ere 

brought to trial. nd so corrupt have the courts of Italy 

become. so intimidated by the po er of ascism. that to of 

the murderers were acqu.itted altoge er. and the other two 

were sentenced to two and a half months in jail. 

n indication of the manner in hich 

Kussolini carries on his activities is this tcle _ram which 

wae recently rnade nublic. There ae in Italy a y ung author 

by the name of Cabuchi. a courageous writer Mho sought to 

make known to his compatriots the kind of a man uesolin1 

1a. and the kind of ork he is doing for Italy. mssolini 

wires to the prefect of Turin the follo ing: "I am told that 

the well known Cabuchi was recently in Turin and that he ia 

now in Sicil.7. Please inform me, and aee that you rend r 

hie life still more difficult for thl■ inalpid opposer of 

the goTerment in aaoi8JI." And to render a life aore 

difficult in the Tooa'bulaey of aacla an■ the atll• to. 
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A sample of the 1mper1al1et1c ambitions of 

P'aeciem and of 1 ts Allah and prophet_ meso11n1, may .be 

found in thee t~o quotations comin from news a _ers 1ho 

are Tery close to s olini. after the treaties of Locarno 

were a lgned. "This is not . e first time.·• says the 

article, that a peace treaty ha been concluued. fter 

the apoleonio ware the rincipal contractin narties 

swore eternal peace and friendship, butt . t does not 

prevent new ara from breaking out; anyhow (please note 

this) perpetual peace ould be immoral and iniquitous. 

Let ua realize in a matter of fact way that the Locarno 

pact means a temporary neceeeity. en private ner one and 

state exchequers have a new abundance of gold we shall again 

discuss the map of rope." 

And thie phrase: If Italy does not wish to 

follow the course that eventually leads to rnin and slave17, 

she must posseea herself of her own raw materials and her 

own lands for the purpose of colonisation, it bein under

stood that these will be outside of urope, that is o say. 

colonlee and colonial empire like . ranee nd ngland. The 

consciousness of this . lstoric and ungu etioneble necessity 

makes it the true essence of Italian im erialiem." 

In other words. under the leadership of this 

man esol1n1, whohas the most fantastic and the moat w114 • 

1mper1al1et1o ambitione. Ita~ le about toe age in a 

prograa of territorial expansion. which eana but one thing 

in the worll-- arl Italy baa been rattling the eabre. an4 

-11-
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the United State■ la likel7 to make it possible. through 

financing thia dictator and hie cohorts. who are destined 

to bring untold miaer7 upon Ital7 and perhaps upon the 

whole of ~ropa.--the United State■• unconaciousl7. 

indirectl7. will help to atrengthen hie power and their 

power in Italy. 

I could point to many others. but I need not. 

I have tried to indicate some of the dark clouds which are 

hovering on the international horizon; I have ·tried to 

indicate to you that the situation in the world today la 

not one of securit~ and atabilit7. but peace is still a 

long. long way off. am the implications to us as citi■ene 

of America. as lovera of peace. are guite apparent. e 

um.at continue to ork 1D coneeoration of soul for peace; 

we must continue to insist upon morallt7 as being the 

agency for controlling the relationship between oureelYe■ 

and other people■ and between other peoples among them■elYes 

One of the noble acts of our goYernment 

during the past year baa been our resolYe to enter the 

orld Court. The next step should now be taken; the next 

etep is an international conference for the reduction of 

armament. and nothing should be permitted to stand in the 

wa7 of the quick aummoning of such a conference. and America 

ought to take an aggreaeiYe and an affirmative leadership 

in thie work. And the next step after that la the complete 

outl&WJ7 of war among all peoplea--a Yoluntaey agreement 

aaong all the peopl• of the world; and that means onl7 eix 
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or eight. For if the aix or eight leading po era do that 

the rest 1111at follow. An agreement among them to outlaw 

war--outlaw it as an instrument for settling ·international 

dispute■• eTen as we have outlawed private murder. And 

the laat step. as far as the United States is concerned, 

the last and the ultimate etep--which is a long. long way 

off, is the entering into a l~ague with all the nations o~ 

the earth; a league not baaed upon the Treaty 0£ Versailles, 

a league not intended to preserve a atatue quo. a league 

not of victors against vanquished, but a league of free 

people• whose aim and purpose is to seek peace and to 

pursue it. 

That la our great opportunity. and that is 

our great challei;ige for the years to come . 




