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There ia naturally a reat deal to be said 

on so bread a aubJect as we announce4--"What Par•nt• O•• 

Their Children and at Children Owe Their Parent■," and I 

will not preaume this morning to attempt to coTer the 

entire fie14. I will limit 117aelf to a few aalient thoughts 

to which you yourselves mq a44 and from which you youraelTe 

ma7 &eriTe other■. 

I think that foremost among the things which 

parents owe their children is the po•r of the force of 

example. That is so true that it seems almost axiomatic, 

but it is one of thoee tremendous simplicities that people 

ao often overlook--the power of the force of stimulation. of 

example. Parente teach not by ord of mouth as uch as by 

examnle. J>ur1ng the early years of a person's life, the 

most dominant emotional interest in hie life are hie parents 

Peycholo~ista tell ua that every lad up to hie seventh or 

eighth year passes through what is technically known aa the 

mother pha■e; that 1a to say, during those years the mother 

la the dominant emotional infiuence in hia life; from that 

time on until he is twelve the lad passes through what ia 

mown aa the father pbaae. when the father is the ■oat 

significant and critical infiuence in hie life; after that 

comea the achool phaae, still later on the mating phase. 

Up to the age of twelve, that ia, in the first twelTe 

pla■tia, all-important yeara of a person' ■ life, the moat 
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essential and Tital. determining influence in hia life are 

his own parent■. In the caae of a girl the years var'7 a 

bit but not materiall7 • 

Bow in tho•• formatiTe years children are 

moulded not b7 the intellectual admonition■ of their parent■ 

but by the aubtlest kinda of influence■ which emanate from 

the Ter, liTea and actione and relationship■ of the parent■• 

and from the kind of envlroment which parents surround 

their children with. If parents are unJuat to one another 

and the child; if they are dishonest in their relationship& 

and irreverent of the sanctltiea of home life; if they are 

of fierJ' tempera~ent. sharp of speech. unkind of comment, 

why, those things will just enawathe the child's life as if 

it were an ele ent; the7 will mould the child. 

If a 7oullg man eeee in hie father a person 

who is unscrupulous in the pursuit of what~• calls succesa, 

or lf a young man sees in hie mother one who ia hectic in 

the pursuit of pleasure• and luxurie■• the child would have 

to be made of sterner stuff than the average child la made 

of to resist theae influence■• !he wiae Roman aage 

.laTenal. one of the ■atirea whioh he 4ed1catee to parent

lloo4 aaya thi■ aimple but eternal trutll: "The example of 

Tioe. Vice need not be of that extreme t7Pe •hioh eve17-

bod7 recognises an4 deprecate■• but everytblng whloh deviate 

fro■ the wholeaome and the normal and the aooial la to that 

extent a vioe. !he example of vice that we witneea at ho 

aore a,urel.7 and qulckl.7 corrupt■ ua when the7 inalmiate 
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themaelTe■ in our minda under the sanction of thoae •• 

reTere." 

I would like to haTe you think ot that 

aentenoe--"The example of Tice that we wltnesa at home ■ore 
U-

aurely and quickly corrupts ua when ttu,7 1na11111ate them-

aelTe■ in our m1n4a under the aanctlon of thoae we reTere. 

Perhaps one or two young men may epurn these practice■• tho 

whose hearta that Diana has formed with kindlier art an4 

moulded out of better cla7. but the &Tera e young man will 

not." Children are likely to out-parent the parent■; to 

outdo their parents. In their effort to imitate them. which 

is a natural thing in a child. they ill go a step further. 

and oftentimes to the point where the parent will turn upon 

hie young and denounce them furiously for the very thing 

which he. unconacioual7, ~erhape. taught the child to do. 

!he phraae of the Rabbis comea back to 
~ 

. when he thinka of it--"You 7ouraelf deatro7ed the lad, and 

aow you denounce him." 

On the other hand, when parents are Just to 

one another and to the child, when they are honorable and 

reTerent, when they ■urround their home■ not wll~ the garia~ 

and the loud and the TUlgar. but with the refined and the 

charming and the beautiful; when the child or the 7oung man 

aeea his father pursuing hie TO at ion honorably an4 4eTot1ng 

a great de 1 of his time and energy to other extra Tocationa 

■oclal dut1ee and obligation. and when he aeee hie mother 
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dail7 and hourl7 conduct herself in refine ent ·and in 

dlgnit7. with rare discrimination between that which la 

real and that which is sham. between that hicb is happi

ness and that which la only excitement and pleasure, that 

child will quite naturally, unconeciousl7. be moulded b7 · 

those influences. Bot always, of coarae. Life ia not so 

simple. It does not alwa7a follow that perfect parents will 
' 

have perfect children. There are other influences that 

ultimatel7 come to play a Tery important role in the life 

of a child. There are inherited trait■ and 1Datincta oYer 

whica parents haTe no control. and there are those influence 

which come fro■ the great world outside which parents cannot . 

ott•n control; but surel7 after they baTe done their full 

dut7 b7 the child and the cb114 for one reason or another 
OD 

slides back. the7 haTe not.them■elTea the bitter blame; the7 · 

can truthfully aa7., "Ollr hand did not epill his blood. e 

at least are not responsible for haTing made his life ugl7 

and distorted and unhappy." 

So that if I were asked, What ls the first 

thing which parents owe their children? I would sa7 them

■elTe■ 1 the whole compound personality of their lives. their 

whole being. The7 owe it to their children to liYe in such 

a wa7 and to perfect the■aelTe■ 4all7 in llllCh a manner and 

to conduct the■aelTe■ ao that the7 will be a ■oral. social, 

refining, ennobling i~uenae in their llTe■ eTer7 4a7 an4 

eTer7 hmr of the 49.7. !hat 1■ the greate■t gift w)llo• 

parent■ oan giYe their ola114rea. Bot the gift of ■one7 
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or the gift eTen ofopportunit7, but the gift of themeelve■; 

the power of example, of suggestion, of subtle influence. 

any parents do not bear in mind this simple fact . 

And if I were asked what is the second thing 

which parents owe their children. I would sa7 it is a home; 

not a boarding house bu·t a home; not a cubicle in some big 

hotel or vast hostler7, where doors are beds and tables are 

sleeping-porches, but a home. The child needs room, a 

romping place, and intimate corners, a place to meet hie 

friends and pla7. These ciT1lise4 cave dwellings ma7 be 

Tery conTenient for older people, but they are veritable 

prison-houses for children. Parents owe their children a 

home, and a home le not a place through which people come 

and go; a home is a place where people ata7; a home ia a 

place where father and mother and brother and sister meet 

and play the most marTeloua gamea and read the moat 

enthralling books and meet their friends and chat with them; 

a home la a place where there is love and light and laughter 

a home ie a place to which people natural- gravitate, be

cause it is the moat wonderful place in the world. because 

it la the happiest place in the world to be; and a home is 

a place where the growing boy and girl will want to be and 

into which he will wish to bring hie friends, hie boy friend 

and hie girl friend■, because they will be sure to find 

there a glad welcome, and a warmth and a k1ndlinea■ and a 

••••t oraerlinea■ and a touch of beaut7, which quite mau■ 

one forget the •••ming ■o4••• of tile fllrnillhinga of tile 
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home la a spiritual atmosphere; it is 

built out of deTotions and canpanionahip and happy exper

iences. of parties and celebrations and feat1Tal8 and 

cuatoma and quaint ceremoniea and old pictures and memories 

and association. These are the things which build a home, 

and narenta owe their children just such a home. There 

are dwelling places throughout this reat land of ours whic 

people still insist upon calling homes. but which are 

really not homea. There are places to which a tired and 

grouch7 father comes at the end of the day's business. and 

bolta his dinner behind the rampart of a newspaper. and 

lights a cigar and. probably oe8 to Bleep; or if he seeks 

some diversion he will take his 1fe and hie children to 

a moTie, away from the home; or perhaps he will Join with . 

a few of hie kindred epirlte in a little game--not eve17 

night but every oth ~r night and twice on Suncla7 .... 

other 18 not able single-handed to build 

a home, or ah• .too. mq not be willing. For she. too, ma7 

be busy with her social enga e ente and her luncbeona and 

her dinners and the spending of mone7, the seeking of 

pleasure•. and she. too, mq be too busy. Bo effort ie 

eon the part of either parent to grow up 1th their 

children. to think with them. to plan 1th them. to help 

them, t wrestle 1th them in their problem■. So that the 

children after a while come to look for companionship an4 

for entertainment elsewhere. w9.7 fro■ home. away from their 

_,_ 
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parents, and that elsewhere ie the great world over which 

parents haTe no control. 

The second debt which parents owe their 

chi1dren is the debt of a home--not a sumptuous home, not 

a rich home, not a home superbly equipped with comforts 

and luxuries and servants, not at all, but a home that is· 

built out of heart beats and sentiments and imagination 

and love and beauty--the things which do not cost money but 

which cost soul efforts and heart sacrifioea. That kind of 

home parents owe their children, and thosehomea are becoming 

more and more rare in the world todq. 

And I think that the third thing which 

parents owe children is M-11 freedom. The eternal conflict 

between parents and children is a conflict between authority 

on the one hand, parental authority, and the craving for 

absolute freedom. independence, on the other,--the fondest 

of parents who would like to fashion the child according to 

his likes and the child who would like to develop himeel~ 

and upreaa himself accordlDg to bis likea. Parente 

oftentimes would like to mould their children according to 

their own image, forgetting, in the firat place, that their 

image may not be a nerfeot one, and forgetting, in the 

second place. that while the child ma7 inherit some of the 

gualities of one or the other of the parents, it undoubtedl7 

also has distinctive qualities inherited from others. a 

unique personalit7. • A child is an indiTlduality all it■ 

own; a apiritual uniqueness all hia own. It has been YeJ7 
_,_ 
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truly aaid by one of tle eminent psycbologista of ngland 

that a parent ought not to think of his child aa of clq to 

be moulded. but rather of a bulb to be cared for, to be 

nurtured. to be guarded. but to be permitted to expre_ea its 

own self, to yield its own flower. and it ia when parents 

forget the old Hebrew proverb. "Lead the child according to 

the child's own disposition and own temperament." that 

conflicts and unhappiness ensue. 

!here ie very freouently the clanger of 

mothers trying to mother their children too long. and of 

fathers trying to father their children too long. Nature 

has decreed that every human being, in order to reach full 

and normal manhood or omanhood, muat pass through these 

stages which we call the moth er pha e or the father phase. 

or whatever na ea we call them,--the sta~es of dependence, 

of protection. and. for himself disc over his dest1117. /iee 

parent■ will refrain • . against the greatest of teljptationa, 

from attempting to make all the decision■ for their 

children and from attempting to plan all their arrangements. 

They will rather encourage their children to make their own 

decisions and their own plana. to think through a problem 

for themaelve■ • to aesume reaponaibilit7. They will. of 

cour■e. guard them and guide them ao that they will not 4riT 

to excess or to anti-aocial act■• but the7 will at all tlme■ 

give them the opportunlt7 to experience the eeneation of 

independent thlnklng and ln4ependent declaion. Parente of 

dlacretion will not try to lmpoae upon their children their 
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own opinions, their own traditions, their own bias, their 

own prejudice■. The7 ill rather welcome. whenever their 

children express their individual opinions. even if those 

are opposed to their own. --tbey ~ill welcome freedom of 

thought, expression and adventure in the life of their 

children. One of the real tr~gedies of life is to see 

grown people who have never rown up uite. whose wills and 

whose minds and •,hose decisions are still the ills and • 

minds and decision■ of their mothers and fathers. 

nd parents will also respect the freedom of 

their children in permitting them to choose their . own 

careera. I have known many fathers who have built for 

themaelvea very successful busine s concern■, and take it 

for granted that their childr n 111 ate in and take their 

place. The child msy not at 11 have the qualifications 

for it; he may not at all have the desire for it; be ma7 

have other cravings. He may vieh to be a profee ion 1 man 

or an artist or social orker or inventor, or what not. And 

7et the arent, v .ry subtly and very imperceptibl7, will 

pilot the child into the articular vocation he desires the 

child to pursue, 1th the r•ault that the child, when he 

rows up, will always be unhappy and 111 perhaps never know 

why he la unhap 7. The reateat aource of unhapninesa in 

the world 1a mal-adjuatment. It 1a the ancient ato17 of the 

aquare peg in the round hole--m1efit■• Very often a man 

doe■ not mo why he la unhapp7, but he mowe th, h• ia, 

and lf he were to plum~ to the Teey 4epth■ of hi■ being an4 
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analyse himself he would know wb7 he ia unhapp7. He baa 

never connected; he has never realised the moat urgent wish 

of hie life; he ha■ never fulfilled hie deeti117; the deep

moat craTinga of his being were stunted. starved, denied. 

There la only one way of gaining happiness in the world, 

and that is to do the thing one wants to do and the thing 

one feels he ought to do and to do it well. !hat is one 

way that happiness comes to men and women; and when we do 
do not 

the things we do not wish to do, nallyAwieh to do, we are 

never, never quite happy in the world. 

Parente ought not, in the love of their 

children, in their desire to protect them and shield them, 

to stand between their children and their God, between 

their children and their deati~. bet een their children 

and, if need be, their suffering and their sorrow and their 

expe riencea in life. Eve17 human being baa the inalienable 

right to find its own God in the wilderneea, to ■eek for 

him, if neceeaar7 to suffer in the seeking. Freedom to 

choose one's career,--parenta ought to safeguard that; and 

also freedom to choose one's friend■. You real 1 •• how 

very often you force friends upon your children b7 circum

scribing the limit of their acquaintanceship. Emerson said 

it is the good God who give■ ua our friend■• People make 

friend■ spontaneousl7. They may meet a hundred people or a 

thousand people and they will not~• frien4a, but auddenl.7 

ao■eone will ■weep aoroaa the horlson of their life an4 

in■tantaneou■l7 there 111 be e■tabl1ehe4 ■oJN kind of a 



• 

• 

• 

spiritual contact between the two, an electric QUrrent, aa 

it were; two soul■ have et and a friendship has been 

forged for all time. nd that is one of the reatest of -

life's privilege■--the prlYllege of haTing an u~derstanding 

friend. How many fond parents take and deter lne bef~re-

hand with whom their boy or girl shall associate; and that 

determination ls uaually based upon the income of the 

parents of those children. file world of their children 

ie by that de ree confined and limited; they haYe ~een 

denied freedom in choosing their own. The only care which 

parent■ need take in the matter ~f choosing of frienda 1■ 

to see that the friend■ are not moral17 delinquent or 

likely to nbYert the morals of their children. !hat 

proYlsion they muat take, but tie7ond that it ia baneful 

I· and decidedly unaocial. 

I In other worda, the third thing which 

parents owe their children ia the opportunity of a free, 

apontaneoua self-development, guided intelligently, wisely, 

b7 counael, by eug eetion. ~ child should not be left 

alone to ?row up. skilful gardener does not permit a 

plant to grow of itself without tending it, weeding it, 

without watering it, without protecting it; but a skilful 

garhne~ does not try to make a roae out of a h7&cint~. or 

a panay c,1t of a lilao. A skilful gardener recognise■ that 

each bulb ha■ ita own ■eel, ita own 1aentit7, and he permit■ 

that 14entlt7, that inherent thing to espreaa it elf. ADI 

ao ■houl4 parent■• 
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And lastly, among the thinga which parent■ 

owe their children ia a religious training, a moral traini 

I have often heard it said, "Oh, I don't intend to give 147 

child a religioue training. He will ow up. and later on 

in life he 111 select whatever religion he wants to." • • • 

It is falacious reasoning. parent does not ea7, "I will 

teach the child its mother tongue, ·and I will wait until 

the child is old enough to learn for itself, choose for 
-itself whether it wants to apeak rench, German, Rnglish or 

Chinese." The parent gives the child its mother tongue, 

and then adds to it other speech later on. The parent doea 

not a&7. "I will not teach my child a history of his people; 

I 111 wait until he le old enough to decide whether he want 

to be a c1ti1en of the United States or of Canada or of 

Mexico." When parent■ do not give their children religiou■ 

instruction,--• God, a faith. a oode, when the chilc!ren are 

old enough . to chooae for themaelvee they no longer choose; 

their minds are alreaq made up. But unconaoioual7 the 

foroea are working on them. and unoonsciouel.7 God idea■ 

and moral code■ are fashioned for the child in the child's 

life ever7 day of bis life. When 7ou think the child la 

about ready to think for himself and evolve for himself a 

faith and a moral code, 7ou will find to your great chagrin 

and amasement the child baa already made for hlmael~ a Go4 

14ea and a code which will probabl7 not be very acceptable 
. 

to 7011. You have not helped hlm; you have not olarlf1e4 

bi■ idelJII; 7ou have not ■ti lated hi■ or l an4 aplritual 
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thinking and feeling. And that ever7 parents owe to hie 

oh114. eapeciall7 the Jewish parents. For we haTe an 

additional problem. We are a m1nor1t7, and like all 

protestant and di■tinguishable minoritiea . • •• are aubJeot 

to a certain amount of discrimination and unfaTorable 

comment. 

If the child is no~ early in life integrated 

in our group; if early in life we do not g1Te him the glow 

and the gloey of our faith, of our literature, of our 

hiator7. of our experience; if we do not enlighten him aa 

to what we are and why we are and why we persist, that 

child, when he rows to be a young an and ets out into 

the world amidst the unpleaeantneaee■. and subject to the 

attacks and the discriminations. h breaks under them; he 

becomes embittered and resentful. He was not prepared for 

them; he was not shielded against them; we sent him out into 

the world UDgD.arded and unprepared. 

And so parents owe their children a faith. 

It need not be in terms of creeds and dogma■, but it must 

be a real and vivid faith, and a l1T1ng God and a kin4 

lather and a protector of the weak. and the Godo~ Jlastioe 

and of love. Parents owe that to their children. 

Bow word about What ch114ren owe their 

parent■• I auppoae nowadays children do not feel•• though 

the7 owe their parent■ &Dl'thing. I believe that the first 

thing which children o•• their parents is cooperation. The 

building of a home ia a cooperative enterprise. Parente 
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alone do not make a home. Any social unit is made 

possible, aey human organisation--a cit7. a state, a club, 

an organization is made possible only hen the indiTiduala 

making up that unit are reacl.7 to sacrifice eome indiTidual

ietio priTilege■ for the sake of the greater common 

priTil•~• to be enjoyed by all. Jlan 11Tea in aooiet7, 

man 11111st liTe in society, man 'ia a social being, and as 

long ae man lives in cODlllunitiea and in groups man oannoi 

be entirely free. And that .1s a thing which young people 

ought to remember. There ie no such thing ae abaolute 

and complete freedom and independence in the world. 

Robinson Crusoe on a barren island may be a free man, but 

he ia really not free at all, because he is the slave and 

the victim of the natural fore a hich relentlesel7 bear 

upon him. But ae long aa a man ntf to live in the eociet7 

of his fellowmen, he must consent to a program of give and 

take, of partaking and sharing, of exchange. 

The aaddeat and the moat discouraging fact 

in the world ia to find children who are al aye reaq to 

take, who take ithout particularly being 8rateful for the 

thinga which we aee, and who are surl.7 when the7 do not 

get beoau■e their parent■ cannot give what the7 want; 

children who are conatantq draining, sapping, exploiting, 

giving nothing to thie common experimen\, thia marvelou■ 

enterprise which we call a home. I haTe known 7oung 

people who treated themaelTe■ to a college education, an4 

all the thing■ which their heart■ oraYe4. while their poor 
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parents were scraping and stinting themselves to the bone 

to make that education possible; 1th these same young 

people never fore momeht trying to ease the burdene of 

their parents. nd 1th these eame young people. after they 

graduate, after they reach the goal. or what they feel 1■ a 

goal in life. turning their backs upon their parents, for 

they are ashamed of them. 

I have known young girls ho paraded in all 

the finery imaginable, treated themselves to the silks and 

the satins. and I know that the blood of their parent• ha■ 

gone into that; and they make no effort to reciprocate. 

I have known men and women--I mo men and women, proaperou■ 

living in comfortable home■, dri i~ about in fine machine■, 

who found their a ed parents a little old-fashioned. and 

■helved them in some home for ... l.e aged, upon the payment of 

some blood money. "Honor thy father and thy mother." That 

commandment is immediately follo ed with the other command-

ment, "Thou shalt not murder.'' And the .abbia s~ that he 
• 

who ao deeeoratee parents and brings their old heads down 

in ■hame to the grave is a murderer of the deepest 47•• 

They are all cheat■• Bone of them plays the game aquarel.7 

They are all exploiter&i they are all paraait•■• ThQ u■e 

parents; they have to use them; they exploit the■• bat the7 

g1Te nothing 1n return--1n loTe, in deTotion, in cooperation 

in helpfulness. 

I have had young people come to me ancl •87. 

Rabbi. our home■ are ao unattractiYe; • can't 11Te there; 
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there la no beauty there." And I have always said to them, 

. 
"Oat haTe you done to bring beauty into your home, to make 

the home a little more attractive? And isn't the home your 

reeponaib1lity even as it ia that of your parents?" 

Children, young and old, must learn that they owe the 

parent■. first and foremost, cooperation. Children want 

to live tleir own live■; they ••t be ready to permit their 

parents to 11Te their own lives. If they want independence 
• 

for themselves, they must permit a certain waaint of 

independence for their parent■• And wiee children will do 

well to remember that when all ia said and done, their 

parents have lived longer, and that they have gone through 

the very thinga which blooming youth ia going through in 

every age. ThEW have lived loner; they have known life'a 

defeats and life's sorro • and lffe's heartache& and life's 

. 
joya, and they are perhaps a little wiser because of the 

lessons learned in the hard school of life. ThEW ~111 

listen to them. Intelligent children will know that one 

does not have to experience all the basards of life himself 

in order to discover the dango a; that one does not himaelf 

have to taste eveey poison in order to realise theotber 

poiaona; that in life•• ver7 often take the trusted opinion 

children 
of fellowmen. ~nd intelligentAwill ta e the truate4 opinion 

and counael oft oae n areat and 4 are■t to the■, and will 

not needle el7 ■eek to go through themNlTe■ all th hasarcla 

&Dd all the danger■ of life for the thrill of experienoe. 

YollDg people will remember that 7oat~ Teq 
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often judges by surface standards. while age judges b7 

basic standard&; that youth Tery often cannot discriminate 

between the new and the noTel. between the real and the 

false. between appetite and· taste. between what nourishes 

a man and . what :nerely excites and stimulates. They 111 

not be as wilful and aa rebellious in the presence of 

helpful counsel and suggestion. 

Cooperation. Remember. I am not now 

speaking of the duty whioh children owe their parenta in 

terms of obedience. or in terms of reverence. or in terms 

of love. These things cannot be commanded; these thing■ 

come of themaelvea. If children will just learn and 

practice this essential code of cooperation. which is 

basic throughout life and in every human institution. 

without which nothing is possible, then all else will come 

of itael:f. Children cooperating with their parents will 

come to love them. come to be deToted. come to revere them, 

even as the parents who love the children are devoted and 

worshipful of them. Cooperation--give and toke; that le 

what children owe their parent■• 

And lastly--and I am through--chilclren owe 

their parents this: the pride of fulfillment. •Jhat do I 

mean by that? I mean thi■: the onl.7 reward which parents 

ask of their children 1a the reward of growing up into 

splendid men and women. That'• all. The~ do not want of 

their children aone7 or poeaeesiona or thinga. Parent■ 

thank God when they need not be dependent upon their 
• 
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children. 11 that parents ant of their children is that 

they should so live their life that they will give blessing 

to themselve■• to the parents and to society. The only 

re ard which an artist expects is the feeling of Joy and 

pride and contentment when, after having completed his ork, 

he looks upon it and sees that it is ood. "at le com

pensation, the only compensation. llien the great master 

artist of the universe. God himself. faehianed his ~orld. 

God aaw that it was good. and that was divine satisfaction. 

If you can bring. you son and daughter, a 

warm glow to your mother's heart. or look of pride, dimmed 

perhaps 1th a tear, in the eyes of your father, by the 

quality of your life, b7 your ao ie • enta. b7 the respect 

that you have won among your i llo en, by your work, b7 

your cour~ge. by your aacrifioes,--if you can do that, wby, 

you have naid your debt; not in full. for that debt is an 

eternal one, but your father and mother will feel repaid . 

. he pride of fulfillment. I remember the 

day I stood before an open grave where a young man wee laid 

to rest, a young man of reat romise. with a marvelous 

career awaiting him. Death had come upon him euddenl7; like 

an arrow fl7ing in the night, it had cut him down nd laid 

him low. Beside the open grave stood an a ed mother, bent. 

broken b7 grief. The funeral service aa intoned. I waa 

about to depart when I••• a man approach this aged mother, 

a man who proYed to be one of the professors ---~~thla yo 

IUD had bad in hia college, and the man plac 4 hie hant upoa 



• 

• 

• 

the shoulder of this broken, grief-bent old mother, an4 

aald to her: "Your son was the noblest lad that I ever had 

the privilege of teaching." 

not say 'brilliant" 

I 07,rt. hie 

brigh~" He 

word■. He did 

aa14 'The noblest 

lad that I ever had the privilege of teaching.'' And I 

thou ht I saw that stooped form straighten out a bit, and I 

thought I caught .a new light come into the eye of the 

mother, and I heard her say, "Thank ... od, that will help; th.a 

will help." 

ment. 

She had not loat everything, even 

There waa the pride of fulfillr ent. Her eon 

had realised her life, for be waa noble among men. That ia 

what I mean when I •&7 that children owe their parenta ~ 

fk.ll th!-]IBk•ial llt'gb••• for ll the sorrow Bnd all the 

aacrifioe■• They owe their ·parents not material thinga--

I haven't spoken of them at all--the7 owe the■ the pride of 

fulfillment. For parents live in their children, and fln4 

their immortalit7 in them • 

• 

-11-




