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The Revolt of Youth has been a favorite topic 

of conversation in recent years. Educators, ministers, 

jurists, psychologists have all discussed, some at great 
. 

length, this so-called revolt of youth. Some ave spoken 

with great sentimentality about the subject, and applied to 

it ratner glamorous, fascinating titles; they have suoken 

of Flamin Youth and similar ca tivating titles. Others 

have treated the subject with reat re sen t r. ent, with marked 

nessimism as to the outcome of this revolt of youth. 

Youth has been reuresented as breaking ~ ith 

the traditions of the elders; the ea "') er youn men and women 

of todu are tryin to emanci~ate themselves from the 

restraints, the control of the oder ~eneration; they are 

seekin lar er freedom and wider horizons; they re dis

satisfied ~ith the world which their parents have builded; 

they seek to build a new world, a happier and a nobler vorld. 

Our young men and women, it is said, grew up 

in the sad years of t he war, and in the nor 1 chaos which 

followed the war they saw the kind of a world their wise 

and ex erienced elders fashioned,--a orld of blood, tears. 

hate and madness--universal disaster; ·nd these young men 

and women, in their unspoiled innocence, loathed this world 

of their elders and this world of sham and hypocrisy, and 

in their unimpaired enthusiasm they are now seekin to 

build upon the ruins of this old world a new and a more 
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beautiful world. And this is the L evol t of Youth. 

ell, this ought to be the revolt of youth. 

In reality it is not; at least, not in our country. I 

understand that in some countries, like }ermany and North

western Europe, there is such a thing as a youth movement, 

w_ere splendid young en and women in unalloyed idealism 

and enthusiasm are actually trying to fashion a new order 

of society through their own efforts. In our land I am 

afraid such a youth movement is not visible. fuat is 

actually taking place is a sharpened relish of the physical 

appetites of our young people. Nothing more or less than 

that. The old nace of pleasure-seeking, which is as old 

as mankind, has been ut to quicker rhythm and accelerated. 

The same sordid old melody has been tuned up and a new 

sauce has been added to an old di h. 

There has been no revolt. The books which 

our young people read today, if they read at all, must be a 

little more su~gestive, and the dress must be a little more 

provocative, and the speech must be a little more inelegant, 

and the d&.ce must be a little more rapid or tortuous. And 

all tbie---these superficial things--together ith a certain 

freer mingling, though not a profounder mutual understanding, 

of the sexes; all this, , together with late hours of dis

sipation, when young people show how they can skate on thin 

ice,--all thi1, together vith a certain amount of 

irreverence and irresponsibility, is called the revolt of 

youth. 
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This is clearly a misnomer. In the first 

place, if it is a revolt, it is not neculiar to youth. The 

older generation is just as ea~er as the younger generation 

to enjoy this accelerated tempo of self-indulgence. The 

number of people of 50 today who would like to act and speak 

and dress like 20 are rowing more and more rapidly so in 

our land. You see, our nation has become exceeciingly rich 

in the last few decades. and it is now pleasure bent. ?ew 

people can survive wealth and few nations can survive 

weal.th. ~he offspring of weal th are ease and indulgence, 

and these in turn beget laxity and corruption. And that is 

true of youth and true of middle a e in our land today. 

In the aeeond place, it is not a revolt. 

Only in a limited se se of the 1or-d c nit be said that a 

man who drinks to excess, for example, is revolting. You 

cannot dignify the over-indul ence of an inebriate with the 

term of moral indi nation, which is implied in the concept 

of revolt. e understand revolt as being a moral aspira

tion which at some moment in its history be ins to feel a 

dynamic urge to knock off the shackles of the false ideas 

and the antiquated standards of the older eneration, so 

that it can be free to seek a fuller and a richer and a more 

beautiful life. That is a modern revolt, · -Breaking with 

the past for the sake of a more resplendent future: that is 

revolt. Liankind has witnes·ed freouently such revolts; and 

they are inevitable, nay, more, they are the very steps by 

which mankind pro resses. 
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Social life must be continually changing and 

evolving. The moment society tands still, that moment it 

begins to degenerate and life becomes mean and starved and 

sordid. mhe best of custo,ns, unless it a ~ jus ts and re

adjusts itself constantly, soon corru ts t he world, and 

therefore the old world must ive way to the new. ow this 

eternal transition, this eternal readjustment, is not iith

out its tragedies, not ithout its heartaches and hardships. 

The old hate to give way and the young are frequently too 

impatient, too unsympathetic; and there are conflicts 

between the old and the new, and tragedies. 

Some of the finest dramas of the last quarter 

of a century were written around this very thing,--the 

struggle between the old enera tion an d the new. One thinks 

of Ibsen's "mhe Hast er 3uil ders"; of ennett' s "1. ilestones!; 

Sir John --:;irancis' "Change" and similar great dramas which 

vividly depict t he tragic stru le between those who have 

cherished the old and been wedded to it with all the 

affection of their souls, and those who seek to plunge into 

the future and experiment with new ideas, new events and 

new institutions. And a man would be utterly unschooled 

in the whole history of human advancement if he were 

unsympathetic with this urge of youth to experiment with 

new thinge,--with this "revolt of youth." Yhy, it is the 

very life and lory, t ne flame of life; it is the zest and 

romance of life,--this "revolt of youth." 

And I dare say the world today is in -~ 
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desnerate need of such a revolution. · The old order of 

things went down in defeat and in shame in the last war. 

civilization that leads mankind to the shambles is rotten 

to the core; its ideas are treacherous; its standards are 

deceptive: its faith is idolatrous; its heroes are clay 

images; and mankind today needs a veritable housecleaning 

of all the trappings and paraphernalia of this decrepit 

civilization. 

e are in need of a bloodless revolution, and 

we need youth, the energy of youth, the indefeasible hope of 

youth to effect such a revolution. That would be the revolt 

of youth. But we haven't it. That is not t h e way our 

young . eople are revolting today. You visit your colle ~es 

and your universities; you look a~out you and see how many 

of the young men and women who, I su-r.>pose, represent if not 

the best, then surely the most privile~ed young neople of 

our country. How many of them are concerned with this 

roblem of fashioning a finer world in which they may live? 

Very few, if any. Of course they are restless, but that 

restlessness oes to waste in mere excitement and f uss and 

fury, si nifying nothing. I au ose that these young men 

and women re ard themselves a s extremely modern nd as 

emancinated people. I suppose they look with a certain 

amount of pity and indul ence on the older people who are 

not so emancipated and so modern. But in reality they are 

not modern at all. They are as ancient aa the moat ancient 

of the men whom they believe to have outstrip ed and out-
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distanced. Because their ideas are the same--essential 

ideas I mean; their ideas concerning the essential facts 

of life. They are the same. 

In order to be a modern one must not only 

live in 1927: one must think in terms of 1927, in terms of 

the newer Y.>roblems and the newer truths and the newer 

discoveries and the newer alignments of the day. mo be a 

modern one must belong to a new school of thought, not to a 

new school of dancing. That is the confusion in the mind 

of the young men and women. To be a modern one must be 

identified with the modern movements in art, in literature, 

... ... -

in politics, in religion. One must be more responsible and 

not less responsible; one must have higher devotions and 

not lower devotions; one must be more disciplined and not 

less disciplined in order to be a modern . 'lo be a modern, 

as I see it, is to be able to think tl>cu@btf.l.tl.•w, critic ally . 

To be a modern, as I see it, is to free oneself of the 

cultural superstition end the intellectual taboos and the 

political regimentation and the mock emotionalism of the 

older ~eneration, and to strike out along the broader 

highways of finer, cleaner, nobler and saner living and 

thinking. That is to be a modern. 

The late lamented Charles W. liot, the dean 

of American college presidents, was a modern, although he was 

more than three-eoore years and ten, and although in manner 

and in hie codes of conduct he was a gentleman of the old 

school of two generations a.go. But he was a modern of the 
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moderns. John Dewey is a modern just as randeis is a 

modern; Havelock Ellie is a modern; Bernard Shaw is a modern, 

and all their disciples. ~hose who think with them and 

follow them are moderns. odernism is a quality of thought, 

an attitude. Hodernism is a quality of courage. Dress 

and capers and stunts and a chaap and easy cleverness,-

these thine have nothing to do ith being ~odern. 

Now, to attain to a degree of modernity, to 

be a free man, these stale bravadoe in which our young men 

and women indul e themselves can be of little help. ~here 

is only one kind of freedom: that is t he freedom of the mind 

and the spirit. 11 other ty es of freedom are anarchy. 

Self-indul ence, for example, nd riotous living are not 

freedom; they are the veriest id o~ slavery. le become 

enslaved by our assion, by our whims and by our lusts 

until t ese assions and t hese lusts exhaust and consume 

us; they destroy us; they never m ke us free. life of 

ease and indul ence is not a free life; it is bovine 

servitude; it is the sorriest substitute f'or a life of 

darin and enterprise and lorious edventure in the sphere 

of thou ht, in the sphere of s irit or in the a here of 

human service. That is not freedom. To challen e the 

conventions about u~ in dress and in speech and in form of 

conduct,--that is not f r eedom; t hat is like the pettishness 

of a nau hty child. ~reedom is a profound inner adjustment 

to the basic facts of life. Freedom comes with the discovery 

of the fundamental truths, the reality and the nobility 
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of life, and of our subjection to these basic truths and 

ideals of life. That is freedom. To become free is to 

become the slave of \Xod, the slave of truth. Only then is 

a man really free. 

I would bespeak that of my young friends 

whose problems are not unknown to me, whose lives are not 

strange but of no concern to me; I would bespeak for all of 

them a great measure of such freedom and such modernity. I 

would like them all to be modern men and women in the true 

and not the spurious s~nse of modernity; I would like them 

to go through life as eager truth-seeking, truth-serving 

men and women, who will then be blessed with perennial 

youth, with the gift of ..zod's choicest gift of eternal 

renewal. I know that I am speaking to many young men and 

women that I have the privilege of teaching, and many of 

whom I have confirmed. I am waiting now anxiously to see 

what role they mean to play in life, and what place they 

will carve out for themselves in the social life, in the 

cultural life, in the religious life of our community, 

because they are our hope and they are our immortality. 

I would wish them to be moderns in the pro

foundest sense of the word. They are children of a race 

that is among the most ancient and yet among the most modern 

of mankind. Our people (Israel) was old when the pyramids 

were young, and yet our people comes down to this age and 

this day as vigorous spiritually, as ag~ressive mentally, as 

enterprising as the youngest and the most vigorouw of modern 
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peoples. nd why? Because very early in our existence 

we discovered the ma ic charm of eternal renewal; and God 

blessed us with a rare gift. '' ay thy youth be renewed 

like an eagle's." Constant self-renewal. e treasured our 

past. And by the way, every reat modern treasures the past. 

To be a modern is not to throw over the past, the heritage 

of the past, the lories of the past, the achievements of 

the nast. No man and no people starts life de novo. 

tree cannot row unless it has its roots sunk deep down in 

the soil. You cannot build a future ithout having a rich 

past. e treasured our past wisely, but we never permitted 

our past to dominate us and to master us. le used it for 

the sake of the future. ~1e ne ·er ermitted ourselves to 

leave off our heritage, but we refnve ted it in a rich 

cultural and intellectual indu try with reat and rare rofit. 

That is why our people three tiouband years ago gave a oses 

to the world; that is why our people could two thousand years 

ago and more ive prophets to the world, and ea ee,--an 

Isaiah, and a Jeremiah, and an Amos, and a Hillel; and a 

thousand years later a aimonides; and six hundred years 

later a Spinoza. That is why our neople today, old and yet 

young, ancient and yet modern, could ive the world a Bergson 

and an ~instein and a ~reud and a Geor e randeie and an 

Israel Zangwill,--vigorous mentality, vivid souls. 

Now, you belong to such a race; you are the 

children of this ancient and modern people. we should like 

to have our youth continue this rich tradition; we should 

-9-



-

like to have you identify your lives, link your destinies 

with the great dreams of mankind, the ~reat undying past of 

the world. Some of you may be gifted with the qualities of 

leadership. Take your place, then, in the van of the civic 

movements of our community, and ultimately, as your powers 

wax and your experiences increase, take your place in the 

forefront of our national movements. Link yourself with a 

star. And even if you are not gifted with the ualities of 

leadership, you may be ifted, if so you will, with the 

qualities of the consecrated discipleship. 

I sometimes think that the world needs more 

today disciples than leaders. e have leaders; we have ~od-

insnired dreamers of magnificent dreams that nroject pro

rams and ideals for mankind; we have our prophets today 

and our seers. 

crucify them. 

ut we 1 nore them, and sor::i etimes we 

at we need today are consecrated iisciples, 

men and vomen who will attach themselves to a leader or to 

the vision of a leader, and worship it aid serve it and follow 

• it through life. That you may do always. And when you do 

that, young men and omen, frie nds of mine, you ill never 

need the stimulant of the novel, for you ill have the 

satisfaction of the new; every year and every day will bring 

you precious argosies of new truth, of new discoveries, of 

new revelations. You will be moving r-,i th the high tides of 

the world on the crest of the waves; you will never have a 

dull moment in your life; for there is no dullness in nature 

and there is no dullness in the real, intense, consecrated 
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social life of the world. 

"And u-od will place in your heart and on 

your lips a new song," - daily a new song. Your heart will 

sing and your lips will sing und your voice will then join 

the choir invisible whose music is the gladness of the 

world. 

That is the bles ing t r_ a.t I ould invoke 

upon you all, friends,--the blessing of modernity and the 

blessing of freedom, which, in other words, is the blessing 

of truth-seeking, Jed-loving, man-serving qualities. 

~ay you be so blessed. 

--o--
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