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One of the great dreamers of the Ghetto 

passed awa7 recentl.7. and it is altogether fitting that 

•• should pa7 our bit of tribute to hill. Israel Zangwlll 

waa so Tery much a child of the Ghetto. Bia career abound• 

in all the colorfulness. the anomaliee, the lights and the 

shadow■ of that Ghetto in which he was reared, and which 

now claiu him as one of her i .. ortal children. Born 1D 

the midst of great povert7. the child of refugee Polish 

parent■• Zangwill rose to the front rank■ ot Engli■h men 

of letter■• Classed b7 some as belonging to the three 

greatest modern English writer■• one of the masterful 

interpreters of English thought. of English speech, he na 

7et denounced a■ an alien and an ene~ when he dared to 

castigate the fault■ and the aina of hie own oount?7. A 

dreamer of delioatel7 apun dream■, a man of rare Tiaion. 

he wa■ , neTertheleaa. a practical man, an actiTi■tio 

indiTidDal Who participated 1D eTeq great aooial moTement 

of hie dq, and who organised and led and a4m1niatered a 

great international aoTement among hi■ own people. 

So that the life of Israel ZBDgWill reflect■ 

all the contraata and inoonai■tenoie■• it 7011 will, of the 

light and the ahado•. the trageq and the co•q of that 

Ghetto whloh be so remarkabl.7 depiotel. 

7ear■ ago in London, hi■ famil7 ■oTe4 while I■rael wa■ still 

a bab7 to the oit7 of Briatol, and ther• •• an infant 
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Israel alread.7 uperienced one of the tragedies of the 

Ghetto. On Atonement Da7 his mother, in order tbat eh• 

■87 go to the BJ'D&gOpe, left him in charge of a 7oung 

girl, a atupid girl of sixteen,--• non-Jewish girl. Daring 

tJle ••nice in the BJD&gogue tbe mother auddenl7 became 

Ter17 much concerned about the welfare of the child that 

1da• had entrusted to the oare of thia 7oung mr•• maid, 

and returning. she found the girl pla7ing 1n the etreet. 

She inquired about Israel and was told that Iarael ••• 

well. She went into the house and she found Israel 

deeperatel.7 crying, hie head under a pillow, hie face 

black, his ■Ollth full of blood. Thia idiotic nurae maid 

bad pricked hie toDglle with a needle and imprinted on it 

a bloocl7 croe■, "in reTenge for the crucifixion of the 

Lori." 

!he lip■ of Ieaiah were touched on a 

burning coal; and he propheaied. !he tongue of Israel waa 

touched ear]y in life; and he prophesied. 

!he pereeoutiona of the Ghetto eToked the 

■trongeat reaction thrOljg)aout hie life. !he earl7 da79 

ot Israel Zangwill were spent in London, where hie folk■ 

■oTed back to the metropoli■• Be attended the Jew■ ~ree 
. 

College, or the Jew■ iree School 1D London, and earl7 1D 

life diatinpiahe4 hiJuelf ae a precociou■ and brilliant 

la4. Be became a papil teacher after a while, and a1 he 

gr•• into manhoo4 he ~oine4 the atatt of the Jewa Ir•• 

Sohool. He also graduate4 fro■ the London UniYerelt7. 
~-----tt------~ 
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Zangwill reoe1Te4 in hie 7outh an excellent Hebrew 

education; and I should like to underscore that, beoauee 

no man can understand that £1ne and dieor1m1nat1ng 

scholarship which Zangwill displayed in hie works, especial~ 

17 in hie eeea7a in defenae of Je'flr7 and .Judaiaa, unlea■ he 

remember■ thia fine earl.7 Hebraic training which he rece1Te41, 

both at aohool and at hoae. And that i■ perhapa wlq Israel 

Zangwill waa able to become the champion apokemD. ot our 

people, and that ia perhapa wh7 ao 11&!J1' American Jewish 

writer■ fail to become the master in~erpretere and apokea

meD of our .American Jewiah life. With the best intention, 

the natiTe American Jewiah writers are auperficial, shallow, 

inaccurate and miel•dlng, beoau■e the7 are not grounded 

either in tbe life or the hieto27 or the literature of 

their people. !hr•• million Jew• in Amerio~ haTe not 

produced 8.Jl7 Israel Sangwill or &JV'ODe remote]¥ approximat

ing Ierael Zaugwill, in talents, in comprehenalTe under

standing, in Jewish life and thought. 

Zangwill •• a perfect writer Ter7 earl7 
' 1Jl life, but it waa at the age of 28, 1D 1892, that he 

wrote that great olaeeio whioh perraanentl7 placed hilll aa 

a leader in Jewish life and ae a maeter artiat in the 
• 

world of literature. I refer to tha, book which he never 

quite aurpaaee4 in all hie nb■equent writinge--"!he 

Children of the Ghetto." 8oMOD8 ha■ well ■aid that thie 

book ia more than a book: it 1• an eTent. And the"Ch114rea 

of the Ghetto"•• an eTent 1D Jew1ah life. Up io that 



tlme the Ghetto was mute. Israel Zangwill diacoTered ita 

Toioe. In Zangwill "die .ludengasse" began to be articu

late; that hie contained little understood world wa■ full 

of oolor and romance. ·and pathoa and trage"-7; that world 

of drabness and glor7. of meanness and greatne••• of 

hawkater and peddler, and geniua and dreamer; that 

Tariagate4 world that auddelll7. through the magio pen of 

Israel Zangwill, stood reTealed to the world at large. It 

waa aa if someone had lifted a curtain and reTeale4 a new 
. 

world to the aatoniehed e7e of manktnl. 

Zaapill wrote about the Jewish Ghetto 

■J1apathetioall7 but not 1lJloritieal17. He waa an artiat 

and not a propagandist 1Jl hie novel■. He depicted the 

life. the whole of life. the hole panorama of life, the 

aaint to the sinner; the uglineaa and the b•ut7., the 

oraaaneea and the ep1ritual1t7 of the Ghetto; the crafti

ness and the guileleeBDeea of the Ghetto. and perTading it 

all that spirit of the Ghetto compounded out of the dream■ 

and the hopee and the sorrow■ and the dieilluaioDnenta, 

the tenderness and the wietfulneaa whioh are the Ghetto' ■ 

o1'll; and in doing thie Zangr,111 rendered a beauti:tul 

■enice to the oau■e of Israel. Be not oDl.7 won for the 

Ghetto a eympathetio intereat, but h• point•d the wa7 for 

other Jewish artist■ to do llbwiN, to laitate hill. 

~ere were JlllUq' Jewiah artists, aw of the■ 

of great abllit7, oonteaporaMou■ with Zaagwlll, lN.t tha7 

414 DOt 4.eea Jetrq wor~ of ibeir talea'I■• !he7 ■011gllt 



for their inspiration and their aubJeot matter elsewhere. 

in alien culture■, 1D worlle other than the world of their 

own people. They rather regarded their Jewish extraction 

aa a handioap to an artist. Israel Zangwill showed the■ 

the wa7 to greatnesa and to auooeaa on tbe road leading 

right through the Ghetto. Israel Zangwill deToted hia 

oolo■aal t~lentto JeYfr7. and before long ma~ disciples 

aro■e who followed hia @4 gained distinction for them

aelTe■ • and refiected credit upon their people by depict-

ing in book or pioture or aoulpture or music the aoul of 

Jewish life. the soul of the Ghetto. 

Other atudies soon followed. Two years 

after "The Children of the Ghetto" -ppeare4, "The ling 

of the Solmorrer■" appeared, that 1utm1table tale of 

Jewish wit and gaiet7 whloh reflected the Ghetto in ita 

happier moods. lor Zangwill kn•• Jewish life. and Zangwill 

knew there waa much more in the Ghetto thaa trageq and 

pathos; there wa■ laughter there. and railler, and gaiet7 

and brilliant banter and wit~ and in that proud an4 

arrogant. prepo■terou■ bagger, the X,ing of the Schnorrers, 

who went b7 the gloriou■ name of llanasseh Bueno Barzilla i 

Azevedo da Coeta,-in that character Zangwill focused so much of 

the keen. oftentlmea ■ordut. wit, that 1no1■1Te huaor, 

which are the Ghetto'•• Some 7eara thereafter Zangwlll 

produced another work.--"T'h• Dreameraof the Ghetto," a 

aer1ea of etudle■, aome hiatorloal and ■o• aemi-hletorical 

and some f1ot1t101l■. And tnloal dreamer■ of the Ghetto 
• 
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of soul■ that could have been fashioned nowhere els• but 

in the Ghetto. 

■iae17 of L 

Unforgettable are the atorie■ of the 

ana of Spinosa. or that remarkable bit 

of writing called "hoa the lilattreae Grave." a description 

of the last dqa of Heinrich Beine oa hie mattress graTe 

■emble4 Heim. Unforgettable. too. ia the picture of the 

!urn• lleaeiala. Shabbethai 1ebi, the falee Keaaiah of the 

■eTenteenth oentu?7. And perhapa the oat soulful am 

t011ching of hie studies ia"Jo•ph the Dreamer." the atoey 

of a Jewish lad who aacrifice■ his faith in order to aaTe 

hie people. In thie book Zangwill reTealecl that in all 

hi■ oraft■manahip he alao ha■ pro~OllDI knowledge of 

Jewia hiato?7 and Jewish literature. 

Zua.gwill was not oDl.7 a noveliat; he wa■ a 

poet, an eaaqiat and a dramati■t; and in hi■ ea■a7■• 

eapeoiall7 thoae collected in the T01Wl8 oalle4 "!he Voice 

of Jeruaale■," which ought to be in the poaaeasio• of eTe17 

Jew and of eTer7 non-Jew, Zengwlll appeara in another role. 

Ke 1■ now the chaaploa; he ia now the defender; he ia now 

th• might errant of J•IJZ7; hi■ are now the w1nge4 worda 

of challenge and 4efeDH, the trilnlJle of our people. But 

no om in the la■t hctl1"•4 7ear■ has ohaapiom& the oauae 

of hi■ • people aa oourage011al7, aa sealoual.7. •• powertull7 

and effeot1Tel7 •• Iar el Zangwill. 

Io•. Ierael Za11gWill name■ the fault■ of hie .. 
I■rael ~11 MTer ~=c~ ~~--== 
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Be waa not an unthinking partisan of hie peopl.e; he 

chaatiaed hie people with the chaatieement of loYe; he 

railed against their weaknesses and their tai11nga; he 

laahed to aoorn thoee of hie people who were ateeped in 

material1811 and dwelt in eaN in Zion; he prodded the 

people and goaded thea and ■purred them on to their high 

deatiJV. Beoauae he had a marTeloa■ conoeption ot what the 

role of the Jew 1D the world toda7 ought to be. And ao 

I■rael Zangwill was not a partieaa, an apologist for his 

people; but neither••• he a oriJlgiJlg e7cophant to the 

non-Jew. He measure4 out the same measure of Juetioe to 

the non-Jew; he la■hed them with the hey ot his righteoua 

indignation; he 4enounce4 the oppreasora ill hlgb place■ 

and in low place■; he exposed to aoorn all forms of anti

Seaitia■, the lower anti-Semitl of the pogro■iat and the 

higher ant1-Sem1t1a■ of the aoholar; he ridiculed all thoee 

Tarioua and prepo■teroua theorlea of racial aperlorltie■ 

and national ■electioa which are the baal■ of ao D1Uoh of 

ant1-Jew1ab propagan4a an4 leglalatlon 1n the worla. And 

I ■rael Zangwlll was feared and hated for hie outapoken 

courage; tor he brought to hi■ taak not onl.7 an aaasing 

eruditioa, not onl.7 an 1AOo■parable at7le, but a wit which 

out aeep into the :tlellll of all ahaa and of all 4eoeit and 

of all lqpoor rq. Be had a aanelo••lT exalted oonoeption 

of the role of the Jew 1D the worll. !he Jew, to I■rael 

111, •• the Ter'7 ltepote of the Almigh't7; the Jew ••• 

a lle■aianio poNr tor aalTatio aD4 unl?•r•al ■pirltual 



renrreet1oa. And he waa impatient with the Jew wben be 

fell ahort of hie higll oall1ng and hia high 4eat1~. In 

om of hia remarkable esaa7a he thua define• the oareer 

of the Jew an4 hie deati117 1n the world. Be a&7■: 

"!he mere exiatenoe of the Jew to4a7 ha■ 

been a triumph of ideallD; it mark■ a di■eent for the 

aake of an 14ea from the dominant forces of Aaiatic or 

Burop an o1T111sation. a proteetantiam persisted in 

despite the ceaaeleaa peraecutlon of all the centurie■ 

of Pagan or Christian a11premao7. The real etoey of '!he 

Wanderi.Jlg Jew' remains. when every deduction hae been 

made, the atoX7 of oamp■ of idealiata entrenched eyer-7-

where la ••1111''• oount17. praotfe1alng tho• Bebreia 

pr1ac1plea of human brother oo titch are now onl7 be

gSma1ng to work their wa7 from t oreed to the life of 

Chriat ndo■. and orgud.slq exi■tenoe rollD4 the aynagogae 

and the !alaa.41cal college ao 4eaooraticall7 that the 

beggar cou14ere4 hlaaelf the equal, if not the benefaotor. 

of the philanthropi■t he helped heaTemrarda. !he popular 

idea that la.4al ha■ remained tagnant since tbe birth of 

Chr1stlanl"7. if it had onl.7 giTen the illpulse to that 

great ourrent of emotion which haa produced Catholici■ 

an4 P oteatanti■m. atiaalated ohammede.nl■-, and moul4e4 

'11• national character of the Allglo-Saxoa race la Br1ta1a • 
Au■tralaeia and Aaerlea. it woul.4 ~•T• been reTered to4q 

•• N reTere Hellelli.■a. Bat the Jen. 1Ulllke the Hellene■ 

nn1Te4 b7 a oontlml011■ tradltioa their greate■t perl04, ~-
-a-
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an4, th011gh ■oattered to the four oornera of the earth, 

•ent OD deTelopiDg their old faith OD it■ OWD lines, aide 

b7 aide with the deTelopaem of Chriatlanit7, producing a 

Wildernee■ of codee and oommentarie■• rqatioisa■ an4 

cabbaliatio theoaophie■, poem■ and p■euelleeeianio 

moTemente, eTOlTing unique tn,e ■ of obaracter and unique 

racial hlllllour■, an4 pouring out a Hebrew literature eo 

TolllDlinoua that the catalogue for the laat oenta17 alone 

filla an ootaTo TOlume of one thousand page■ .--no ba4 

reoor4 for a 'dead race' writing in a 'dead language.' 

Curiouel7 intermingled 111th the pioture■que paDOraaa of 

the M41•Tal, bringing the 1117ate17 of the Orient an4 the 

7outh of the worl4 1.ilto an a\aosphere of barou an4 

ora■adere, friar■ an4 achoolmen, popee and artist■, thi■ 

■trange raoe moTe■ .--orather 1• 'aoTed on•--aoroaa the 

atage of the Chr1■tian era, alwa7e fantastic am faao1Dat-

1Dg, neTer out of danger of pillage and maeeaore, al ay■ 

grollJld between Churoh and State, alwqa the unaTowe4 tax

gatherer■ for king■ and _•peror■, enr,wbere forced into 

uaa17, elowl7 changed from the peaaant warrior bree4. that 

fought the Greeks and Roman■• into a ■eek commercial 

people, forbldclen b7 Papal bulle to deal 1a aD7thing but 

014 olothe■ and old iron, stunted and contorted in aoul 

and bod7, bent fro■ poring oTer the Law or making feigned 

obei■ano to the per■eoutor, oftea olotheA literall7 with 

■l)me a■ a garment, and finall7 abut up 1D <Rletto■; 7et 

alwa7■, ■o•how, ao■ewhere, rla111g throug)I 1D41Ti4ual■ to 



wealth and dietination,--Tisiera in Turke7, hidalgoa in 

Chriatian Spain end Miniaters of State in Saraoenio, .maa

tera of the mint in EaPt, aatronomera ro7al 1D Portugal, 

ro7al ph7sloiana at eTer7 court in Europe, putting forth 

a llaiaOilidea 1D CordoTa and a Spinosa 1D Aasterdaa, and a 

" Heine in Dasseldod, an4 finall.7 aun1T1.Dg to attempt its 

national re11&issanoe in the Paleatine loat eighteen and a 

half centuriee ago, and to aontribute who mo•• what 

olarifie4 gospel to a contused worll. For the stress of 

the oenturiea baa exhausted neither the intellectual nor 

the ethiool ■train in the race, and while Bergson, ,reud 

and Einstein ha.Te reTolutionlzel modern thought, there 

baa gli-red 1n ever7 countr7 of the Diaspora, aa 1n 

•ranoe through Jamee Daraeateter and Joaeph SalTador, . 
the dreaa o~ a new prophetic .lu4a1D, a characteriatlo 

example of whioh haa juat reached me in the propoaal of 

an obacure London Jew for 'A CoTenant of Good.nee■' •1th a 

Univeraal Religion and a UDiTeraal Citlsenahlp aa the path 

of Creative Peace. '.rhe Jews, wbo, eTen Kr. Walla adalt■ , 

1Jltroduoel into the world two thouaand four hundred 7ear■ 

ago 'the idea of the moral univ of m~nt1n4 and of a world

peao•' begia to recognise that the7111U■t ■ee it through." 

And that laat phra■e 81lJII■ up the whole 

prophetic paaaioa of I■rael Zangwill. He wanted the Jew 

to be a ■oral foroe, a leading ■oral force in the worll; 

an4 he, 1a one of hi■ po•••• oall■ upon hie people; he aaya: 
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"Set 7our lip■ to the Shofar, 

Waken a fier7 blast, 

Shrill to the heathen nationa 

. !hie slaughter shall be the laatl 

And send our old Peace-greeting 

Pealing froa cot to throne, 

!111 mank1n4 beeds the message 

On the Hebrew trumpet bloWD, 

And the faith of the whole worl4'a people• 

la the faith that 1a our own." 

!herefore hia people prompted him to trana

late •~ o'f hie iaaortal b7mDa of our liturg into the 

Bngliah, 80 a8 to make them aYailable to the English

reading publio. Be tramlated the works of that immortal 

Hebrew poet Gabirol into the Bngliab. But Israel Zangwill, 

I aa14, waa not a Proteatant, and hia talents were not 

exhaueted in the oauae of Israel alone; whereYer there 

were men and peoples oppreaee4, they found in Zangwill 

their moat fai~hful defender and epokeaman. The 

per■ecuted people of Rollll&nia 'fouD4 nowhere in Chrietendoa 

a Yolo• aa potent and aa challeng1Dg in their 4efenee aa 

that of Israel Zangwill. And the oauee of uniYeraal peaoe.,-

how dear that waa to the heart of thl• oh114 of the Ghetto£ 

Read hia book, "!he War for the Worll"; or the great dr ... ,. 

"!he oroing HouN,"or"lhe Cook Pit," and ■ee with what a 

hatre4 he hated war and all that leaa■ to war, an• wit~ 
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what BUrpaaeiDg aJl4 oTerwhel•lng loTe he loTed peaoe 

and all tha, 1• oon41lo1Te to peaoe. Zan.pill epoke for 

pao1flo1••• for international oollit7 and international 

rigbteou■neaa.--not ln 7ear■ of peaoe when 1t la eaa7 to 

■peak of th••• thinge. but he apoke of them during the 

dark and tragic day■ of the war in Jmgland, in war-ridden 

England, and he was 4aane4 ae alien and foreigner ana 

ene-,; but Saap1ll dared to atand alone in behalf of the 

gold•• hereq of tnt!l; Zangwill dared to stand alone with 

Qo4; he per■1a,ecl la hia faith a114 la hie cauN. 

I aa14 that ODe of the &J1011&lie8 of hla 

oharaoter was that ha, beiag a dreaaer and. a TiaiOn&J7, 

wnt• still a•• of praetioal af:talr•. When the ZloDi■t 

■oTeJNllt, through the Toioe and the ersonalit7 o'f 

!heodon Bersl, firet fiaahe4 upon the Jewiah worl4, Israel 

ZUlgWill waa &IIIOJlg the earlieat to Jola the standard• of 

tb1■ 1mmo~tal ■o• of the Gba,,e. Iarael Zangwill ••• 

4eep17 41atreeee4 b7 the miafortunea of hie people 1n 

Ruaala; I■rael Zangwill was 4eepl7 impressed b7 the 

apiritual hoaeleaanee■ of hi■ people eTeeywhere, and he 

aought to reooutitute their national life aoae here.--in 

Paleatlm, preferabl.7, but hen the dream of Palestine 

■eemed too distant and too lapoaalble of realization 1n the 

illlllediate hture, and when the Bngliah goTernment offered 

to Ht aa14e Ugenla for Jewlu ooloalsatioa and ■ettlemant 
• 

Zaapill beow the protagoJliat of Uganla: and when the 

ZloJllat Ccmgre■• 1D 190T refa.■e4 to aooept the Britla~ 
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ofter, Zangwlll beoeme the leader of a new moTement to 

Jewlllh territorial acoeaeioa. !he aa it 

wae called. sought to divert Jewish thought and Jewi■h 

iaalgration to the Ugan4a. or into other territoriee into 

other part• of the world where eettlement aeemed to be 

eaa7 an4 quiok. Be failed. of course, and Zangwlll 

remained to hie d:,ing 4a7 a ee-vere critic of Zlom.aa and 

of Palestine, but never an opponent and neTer hoatile to 

the moTement. He waa a Iationali■t, n belieTer in a 

reoonatitute4 3ewieh people some here 1n the world. 

An4 la■tl.7, friend■, Zangwill loTe4 

Amerioa. Kon of 7ou baTe, no doub\, witnessed hla great 

plq, "!he Melting Pot." It \ook an BDglluman and a 

Jew to portrq 1D 4r&111& the and the miaaioa of 

Aaerloa,--that whlob •• all felt but oould not mate 

artleulate. thi■ masterful eon of Israel aade artloulate. 

Be eaw ln Amerloa the hopes of the world; he••• here the 

gathering place of all the peoples of the earthi he••• 

here a great aeltlDg pot here all people■ an4 all race■ 

were fllaing and blending into one aaper-raoe--a new t71>e 

of people, a new type ot manboo4 and womaDhool, and he 

ha1le4 it with Jo7 a the beginning of a new era in 

•ntiY.14; and when his dream of the melting pot aeemed to 

fall of realisation. hen during the war and after the war 

he beheld 014 Worl4 tendencie■, 014 orl4 pre,U41oea and 

hate■ an4 b1gotr1•• ■eking their 1Droa4 lnto Amer1oan life• • 
when he NW our growing hatre& of the Smmlgrant. our 

~-~~-
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1anigrat1on reetr1otioa lan, our suaploion of om 

another, Zang,,111 became bitter 1n hie criticiam of 

Allerioa; and 7ou will reoall that when he laet Tiaited ua 

be said me117 things that we did not liu. But ZBDgwill 

■aid things even more oau■tio ond bitter about hie olfD 

people, whom, be loTed,--about the Jewish people. "Be 

whom the Lord loTeth he deapiuth." And Zangwill loTed 

America with a deep and aaore4 loTe, and therefore he 

sought by means of speech and pen to warn America against 

the danger• which were beaetting it. 
[ 

Zangw111 was o'f the heroio breed. He waa 

in direct line of descent from the prophetic school of 

our people. Sometime■ people foun4 in hie wit and hWDor 

11110h that waa exoessiTe and ar'tlficial; aometiae■ people 

found in hi■ manner encl 1D hi• manmrie■a much that waa 

uapleaaant and ua'UgOJIJ.■tio. Bat be it remembered that 

beneath the surface of thia wit ancl ~rilliano7 an4 

maDD4r1a there waa a profoun4 moral earneatneaa, intenait7 

and 1Dtegri't7. Zangwill was no dilettante; Zangwill waa 

not a player 1th words for word.a own aake; no one ever 

aocu■e4 Zang,rill of being a aelf-■eeker. the expl.oi ter o'f 

oaueee for peracmal aggrandisement; Zangwill waa a pro'found 

aoral 1nd1T1dual. caught up b7 the fiaa1ng paeaion of 

heroio ideal■, and he aened them with utter aelf-abandon . 
and with complete oonaeoratioa of spirit. 

!he wor14 ha■ loet in the death of Zangw111 

a huaanltar1aa,-- --- , rather; a ~ieD4 of all that 



goee to the enriob.aent and ~h• ewbll11g of hvm,m life. 

Zangwill will be 1011g remembered, apeciall7 b7 his owa 

people. B• did not forge, hi■ people; hie people will 

DeTer ~orget hill. 
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