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"WHEB ROYALTY VISITS OUR DEMOCRATIC SHOES." --- ------ ----- - -------
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER. 

_m _TE ... MP_LE_, SUBDAY MORBDG, 

OCTOBER~. ~92§, CL~VELABD,.Q.. 



The subject of my address this morning, 

"When Ro7alt7 Visits our Democratic Shona." was suggested 

to me b7 a faoetioua remark which I heard recentl7, that 

when ro7alt7 Yiaita our shore• Americana become "RoumaDiaoa." 

I Yenture to aay that aeldo■ haa a Tiaitor to our shore■ 

reoeiTed such universal acclaim and been met with such 

great enthuaiaem as this gracious queen, who comes from a 

count17 concerning whose whereabouts nine-tenths of the 

Americana are still in doubt. We read that her progress 

through the streets of our great metropolitan citiea ie 

impeded b7 the vast thronge who pour out to catch a glinlpse 

of her. 11&.ey of whoa endanger life an4 limb in the process. 

Our newepapera, which are an exact reflex of the mind and 

the temperament of our people, devote column■ of apace 

describing in minnteat detail the trillJlphant processional 

of this charming queen,--her manners, her apeeoh, her dress, 

her aenu, and all her ■oaentou■ comment■, and eTerything 

under the sun. She is feted b7 all the political and 

industrial potentate■ of our land. We are told that her 

hotel nitea have been furniahed with a quarter of a 

■illion dollar• worth of antique furniture and brio-a-brao 

for whloh, of courae, this ·thrltt7 and saYlng queen P87• 

not a P•DD7; and we are told that her train la the moat 

naptuou■ on wheels, Tel7 111Uoh unlike the tra1De 1n which 

leaoorat■ haYe to traYel here, and o•rtainl7 1D Roumallia, 
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for which "jo7 ride" across the continent this practical 

queen again doea not pa7 a P•Dll7• She campenaatea the hotel 

and the railroad with the priTilege of entertaining ro7alt7. 

In a democra07 that la the rareet privilege. We are even 

told that this wlee queen is laying aside a tid7 811111 of 

■oae7 for a rai~ da7 back home. where aone7 is not so 

plenti~l and where ro7&lt7 la a dail7 occurrence. She 

baa e7Ddicated her important DUJDeroua versions of her trip, 

and she has •~•n deigned to grant the uae of her royal name 

to democratic connoditiea l~e aoap and perta.ae. e are 

even told that the great American induat17 of the moving 

picture 111&7 aoon be graced with the regal presence of this 

queen. either as acenario writer or as actor. 

Bow, that la all ~•Tl interesting, and I 

aupp~•• that thia homage which we have paid to een Karle, 

and which baa given our &1111884 European friend■ a good 

laugh at our expenee. ia not to be taken vecy aerioual7. 

The American people love■ a good show. and whether it ia a 

clrcua, or the funeral of a great movlng picture star. or 
, 

the Prinoe of Wale■, · or Bill.7 SuD4a7. the American people 

doea love and enJ07 good ahon,--aoaething which takea it 

out of the commonplaoe aD4 unrolll8lltio domain of our 4a117 

life. An4 Queen Marie baa given them a good show. 

She ia, first and foremost, aa Kr. Charle■ 

Merta, the Amerloan ~ournallat baa keenl7 ob■ened. a great 

Journali■t. with a keen aenae of appreciation of the 

importance of the pr•••• She la the fir■t great ao4ern 
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journaliat a11ong royal personage■. She ia here. of courae. 

not to dedicate a muaellJll 1D Seattle. but to negotiate a 

loan in Bew York. and ahe mows the importance of creating 

through the medium of the new■paper. the preae, the at1110■-

phere for the successful consummation of her purpoae. She 

kn.on what the public wanta. and she has a remarkably 

accurate eatimate of the aTerage mentality of the American 

publio. I real. w1th1Jl the last two or three weeka, one . . . 
• f 

or two of her article■• and I wa■ aMsed at the astounding 

grasp whioh thia Tiaitor to our land baa of the mind of 

the aTerage Aaerioan.--alllO■t •• keen aa that of Kr. Brie-

bane. She ia not writing for a group of intellectuals. a 

uaall group of elite. who are, •~how, soar on ro7alt7 and 

mon that it 1■ a fraud; and ■he does not appeal to that 

group. She appeal■ to a natioJl o'f olerka and etenographera 

and shop-keeper■ and political boobiea. She underetand■ 

them and ahe wri\ee for them; and the7 eat out of her band. 

I••• 110t at all disturbed b7 thi■. een 

Karie ie a Tery c011lpetent and a Te-q charming and a Teey 

effeotiTe peraon and deaenln« of the hospitalit7 and a 

hearty welcome on the part of the American people. But r 
waa 41■turbe4 about eOllething el•e; I was di ■turbed b7 the 

1n4ifferenoe Whioh ••• alaoat Ull1Ter•all7 uuifested aa to 

the tne of goTermunt which thia Tisitor represente. I waa 

4lehrbe4 b7 our absolute retioenoe oonoerning the political 

orlM• whioh are 4ail.7 being perpetrate4 1D the lam whence 

thl• Yi■itor coM■ ana whloh •he oft1olall.J' repre•ent•. lor 
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the queen 1■ not her• 1D aD 1nd1Tidual oapacit7 but in a 

representative capaclt7, and the ro7al house in Roumania 

la not without reaponaibllit7 becauae it is not without 

• power and influence in the goTerment of that countrJ'. And 

7et here waa a visitor from a land which ia the moat corrupt, 

the moat feudal in ·Eaatern Eu~ope, and not an expression of 

moral indignation is raised in thla, the greateat democratic 

c 01U1t17 in the orl4. 

Jq mind kept reTerting during the past three 

or four weeks to the role which Ron■an1a has pla7ed in the 

laat ten or twelve years 1D hleto~,--a role of political 

black-gaardia■ and Tllla~. a role of exploitation and 

oppreaaion, unparallele4 even 1D that ae41eTal Balkan worl4 

where Rowaania la the ■oat dominant nation. lq llincl kept 

going back to the diareputable role which thia oount1"7 

( Roumania) plqed during the war. lor two year■ Roumania 

oooll.7 and 4el1beratel7 calculated aa to her chanoea of 

profit if abe would loin one of the contending aralea in 

the world war or the other,--• cool, meroenaJ7 calculation; 

and flnall7, in 1916, two year■ after the war had been 

launched, Roumania,--that ia, the ruling oligarolq of 

RoU11Bnia. for the people of Roumania never wanted war,-­

thinklng that the Allied Power■ were about to be Tiotorioua, 

decided to JoiJl in the war on the side of the Alli••• An4 

Ro111118n1a, too, fought the war for o1Tilisation and for the 

aelf-4eterm1Dat1on of people• an4 for demoorao7; and all 

cturlng that time ■h• had la her poaaeaalon a ■ecret treat7 



• 
' . 

11h1ch gaTe h•r dominion oTer peoples and territori•s not at 

all belonging to h•r and whoae peoples would neTer enJ07 

aelt-4eterm1nat1on under her s0Tereignt7. And fA7 mind 

kept going back during these last few weeks to the rol• 

which Roumania pla7ed afier the conclusion of the war, when 

ruthl•ssl7 sh• sel••d a Taat stretch of territor7 belonging 

to Hungar'7.--Trans7lTania. a terrltor7 where the Hungarians 

r•s1sted the Roumanlan aggression and where the Roumanian 

inhabitants did not wleh to haTe the boon of Roumanian 

oltisenship impoa•d upon them. 

After the war. at the oollaps• of Bela Kun, 

Roumania iDTad•cl, Hung&rJ'. ee1s•d its capital. Budapest. 

t•rroriz•4 its 1Dhab1tmta and oonf1■oate4 and exported 

from the ooUDtrJ" eTerythi.Dg that she could la7 her hands 

on.--all the rolling-stock. all the cattl•. all the aaohin­

•rJ'. all th• agricultural illplement■ , all the telephone and 

telegraph wlr••• eTe-q tn•writer 1n HUDga17. was looted; 

the countx,: was stripped. Rouaania would not listen to the 

•dllonltion of the Council of Allbassadora. It was onl.7 at 

the draetic lntenent1on of Mr. HooTer. our own Mr. Hoover • 
who threaten•d to out off the food auppl7 to ROUll8n1a, if 

thi■ br1gan4ag• and looting did not •••••.--it was on17 th•n 

that Roumanla checked h•r predatorJ' instinct• in aunga17• 

!he que•n of that countey la now Tisiting a 

gr•at 4emoorac7. and not a word of protest. of moral 

indignation. la raised. 

Aft•r the war RoW1Bnia s•1••4 Bees•rabia 
---------1,--------------------- t 
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11h1oh ia largel7 Russian territor7. and inhabited large~ 

b7 Russiane and b7 non-Roumanian people. and since 1918 

the moat hideous reign of terror has been carried on in 

that eorel7 afflicte4 countX7 b7 Roumania . . You probabl7 

haYe read little about it 1n the newspapers. because 

Beaaarabia has no legal repreaentatiYes in the TJnited State■ 

and no approach to the avenues and the channels of coD111Unica­

tion; but eTerJ' conceivable fora of inquisition and totture. 

and ■edieTal torture, was practiced in that land to stamp 

out the Russian feeling and the Russian aentiment.--to 

Roumanize that people. The liuaaian schools were closed. 

tba Russian aohool-mastera were flogged and exiled. and 

thoueande of Be•■arabiana are to this da7 rotting in the 

Jaila of Rowaania for their lo7alt~ to their oountr7. 

Last year there was a trial in Romum1·a. the 

trial of that ~aaoua Korarea01l. You raa7 not have heard 

of hia or thia trial, but llorareacu was one of the horde of 

Ronmanian official• eent into Beeaarabia to subdue that 

oomt197. Hie crimee were ao outrageoua. ao inf&111oue, so 

1.D!lu■an. that he-• ultimatel7 brought to trial,--he and 

twent7 of his henobnen. These are aoae of the thinge which 

were brought out in the trial of Korareaou: "He and the 

4etaobment under hie comaand ••h atat1one4 on the Dniester 

laorder when refugee a frca Ukraine. fieetng from SoT1et m1e­

nle, ■ought ■anctuaey in Beeaarabia. Morareaou drew up a 

yeq a1mple cod~ of oon4uot for hiuelf and hie men: he waa 

to defend the Rumanian frontier against iDTaaion. It waa an 



a■aigament that might be turned to profit. Be ordered a~ 

boat that tried to arose the Dniester to be fire4 upon, and 

~ refugees who succeeded in reaching the Rumanian aide 

to be shot on the spot. He tlm.e performed his dut7. Then 

he turned to priTate buainees. The bodies were searched 

an4 stripped of their clothing and Taluablee. 1th the 

prooeeda he bought Ukrainian horae■. The 11orpaea were 

oona1gned to the rapid waters of the Dnieater. 

"Bx-soldier■ who are now workingmen and 

ahepherda have testified with the utmoat candor to the 

horrors 1D which the7 participated on the Dnieater. The7 

cannot tell the whole ato17·; it la too long and dreadful. 

Shooting en m••••• men mutilated and beaten, women ancl 

children •saaore4. Soldiers ept and refused to shoot 

down people who melt before them begging form rcy; but 

llorareacu threatened them with f1ogg1ng and death if the7 

refll■e4. A mere gesture toward the hand grenade• that 

alwa7a la7 upon hia desk, and the ppor trooper■ obeye4 

111• oc-na. 

"One witnea■ ■tate4: 'I have reoeiTed aa 

•111' blon from hill aa I haTe hair■ upo11 rq head. ' Ano t.her, 

a pea■ant bo7 who wa■ then ■ening hie term as a soldier. 

te■tifie4: 'We ahot the ■other of a three-7ear old bab7. 

!he man who ■hot her brought the little one to llorare■n. 

!be latter asked: "BaTen't 7011 ■hot down that thing 7et?" 

"What hara oan he do, air!" plea4e4 the aol41er. "Send hi■ 

after h1■ ■other." J.n4 the aol41er •rlered the oh114. to 
_,_ 



reta.N would ha'Te been to iDTite hie own death. 

"Other aoldlera testified that the7 were. 

ordered to shoot eveq prisoner on the Dniester, including 

tboae who surrendered. One night they stumbled upon a 

group of refugees, including women and children, who fell 

on their knees pleading for aero7. The soldiers shot the■ 

down aa tbe7 melt there, while the oh114ren orie4: 'latherl 

llotber,' 

"A soldier naaed Caroma testified: 'Once 

when I and aome officer■ were shooting a group of retageea 

we noticed that one of them wa..-still liTing. Koraresou 

personally gaTe him hia coup de gr•oe with a reTolTer shot; 

then reaumed playing on hia ither.' 

"Pour Jews were rreeted. Koraresou spent 

the entire night drinking wine with them and pla7ing the 

'balalaika, ordering them to dance to hi■ aocoapaniment. 

At dawn .he shot eve-q one of th••• 

"A soldier named Bologan test1fie4: 'I never 

killed but one woman, one ohlld, and one man, and that under 

threat■ from fA7 lieutenant.• Another soldier, named 

Lu:xandrel, te ■tified that he took part in ■hoot1Dg two 

woaea, two men, one child, and one Rallanian soldier named 

Gorge, alao under threat of being ■hot himself if he 

r•~•'·" 
I could oontillae readblg thi■ catalogue of 

orlme, only of one li0111aaD1an officer in Bee■ara'bia; and it 

alght lntereat 7ou to mow that thl■ llorare■n. tried ln the 
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oour,a of Roumansa. waa finall.7 aoqu1,ted. 

Here ia the queen of tbia goTernment 

Tislting a great deaocrao7. lo one baa lifted hie Toice to 

reain4 the queen of the moral obligation■ of soTereignty. 

During the paet few weeka ~ ain4 kept reverting to what 

Rouaania baa, in the past generation and more, done to 1lf7 

fellow Jews there. 'rbere were Jew• 1D Roulll6n1a before the 

Rouman1ana were there. Before the Roman emperor ~rajan 

colonised the land. which waa then known aa »acia, 

with Romanoompaniea,lhe Jews were there. And yet no 

country in Barope has a blacker record of persecution and 

oppression of this racial minority, the Jewa. aa Roumania. 

Hardly an item 1 ■ missing in the catalog of peraecution, 

fro■ forced bapt11111 to blood-accusation, to exile, to 

pogrou, to torture.--hardl7 an it• missing; and no country 

in the worll, not exoludillg Russia, has, in the last one 

hundred year■, had a darker reoord of anti-Jewish legiala­

tioa, deliberate and consistent. aa Rollll8n1a. One pollc7 

baa floetnated the Rouaallian goTerment 1n the laat few 

generation■, and that baa been the pollc7 to exterminate 

the Jew■ of R01llll8nia, either by atarTation, b7 baptism or 

b7 exile. Ron■anta has pasaed nameroua la••• each intended 

to tighten the eorew a little ■ore, to crush the life of 

the people a little ■ore. !be Jews of Rou■ania ••re first 

prohlblte4 to dwell ln tbe rural dlatriote, thereb7 mating 

11 l■poeaibl• for the Jen to oar17 on trade mong the 

peaaant of Ro1UD&nia. Lan were then passed making it 
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alaon impossible for a Jewiah merchant 1n Roumania to ca~ 

on bia trade 1n the citie ■ of Roullflnia. Lawe were later on 

passe4 making it alaost impossible for a Jewish artisan. a 

work1J1811an. to earn a living at his craft. at bis trade. in 

Boumania. Lan were passed prohibiting Jewish children 

from attending public acboole 1D RoUlll8Dia; laws were passed 

forcing Jews out of the profeseiona 1D Roumanla. 

Boumania never granted the right of citizen­

ahip to the Jews ther • and tbi• accu11Ulated legal restrio­

tiona orushe4 the Jen of Roumania. A reapite came in 18'18, 

after the Ra.eao-!urkiah ar. At the Congreae of Berlin 

Roume.nia was called upon b7 th great Powers to grant 

abaolute equaliW to &ll her tiv s. including the Jews. 

and Roumanla agreed to abide b7 th famoua Article 6" of 

the Treat7 of erlin; wt before 1x aontba had gone b7 

found a way to evade that article. Instead 

of be■towing the rights of oitlsenship automaticall7 upon 

all the people of OIUl8Dia. abe paaaed a law requiring a 

special act of Parliament to naturalise eaok and eveq 

indiTi411al. Aa a re■ult of that. the firat year. 1D order 

to give evidence of her honeat7 and her noble intention • 
Boumanla naturalisel 883 Jew■ ,--Jewa who had ~011ght in the 

Ro1111&niaa ar1117. In the fellowing t ent7-flve 7ear■ 87 Jews 

were naturalised, and there are a quarter of a million Jewa 

lJi Ro11Mnl,. fllere wa■ a 'brief resp1 te whenever the 

Bo1111aniaa government needed a loan. Ju■t a■ lt la needing 

----~it now. ,Juli become exoe■ ~~ ,o her Jewiah 
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nbJecta and grant the■ a pittance of pr1Tilege. which••• 

aa quickl7 remoTe4 aa soon as the loan waa procured. 

mien the orld ar ended and the Treat7 of 

Versaillea was being formulated. the Jews of the world 

brought to the attention of the great Po ·er■ th••• politioal 

crime■ of RouJD6Jl1a and demanded in the name of Justice that 

Boumania be oo■pelled to grant equalit7. the elementaX7 

lmman rights to all the racial inoritie■ ithln that 

oountX7. and to the Jewish racial minoritiea. Under dureaa 

ahe canaented, but twelve ontha had not gone b7 before 

Boumania found wa7s of eTad1ng this reaty of Veraaillea, 

and toda7 there is no count17 in Europe more saturated with 

anti-Se■itia. there la no oountr7 1a ,he world where the 

Jew la being deliberatel7 di orlmi ted against and hunted 

and oatrac1ze4 aa 1Ji Roum8Jlia. The Jew la being forced out 

of the echoola and the un1vere1t1e ■; the students are 

incited to riot a inst Jewish etudenta end against Jewiah 

profeaaor■• !he lot of the J • in Roumania, which f ought 

for c1T111sation and the ••lf-cleterainatloa of peoples. 1a 

aa aad todq. alaoat, a it wu in the da7a before the War. 

•o• the queen of that oountey. in a 

repre■entatlve oapaclt7, la toda7 Tiaitillg Amerioa--Amerloa 

whloh once took oooasloa throllgh 1\a Secretaq ot State. 

Jolm Bq, to wara 'h• Roumanian goTeranent a inat the 

perHoutloa of the Jewa,--the queen of Roumanla 1■ aow 

Tl■ltlng merioa, and 7e,. aOMhow. ao dull baa become our 

aeue of reeponalbillt7 aa a people for the e■,abliahment ~----
-u-
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of democratic ideale in the world, no one thinks of raieing 

hie Yoice in admonition. We haYe drifted far from our 

aplendid traditiona of a crusading deaocrao7. • once 

fought a war for human freedom, to free ourselYe■ ,--a 

reTolution. We fought another war to free slave ■, a blood.7 

oiTil war, because we were propelled b7 a passion for huaan 

righta and buman liberties. Theae dreams were real an4 

potent and qDallic in our liTe■; the7 thrilled ue into 

action; the7 determined our conduct; the7 guided our inter­

national polic7; we were chempiona of ideals in the past. 

And we entered a third war. aTowedly to establish greater 

democracy in the world and greater freedom in the world, 

but so far baa the democratic enthu■iasm el1211ped in our 

mld■t. and eo far haYe we drifted from our ancient moorings, 

that but for a few rare exception■ no one hears toda7 

of complaint of the hells of suffering that eubaerge4 

people■ are toda7 liYing in. 

We haYe our own trouble, I am afraid, to 

keep ouraelYea fram becoming op~reasors and exploiters of 

peoples, whether it i■ in Mexico or in Central America or 

in the Philippine■• You see, we have become ao rich and ao 

proeperoua, and our financial entanglements are ao great, 

that we cannot afford to speak aa we once spoke, heroioa117 , 

freel.7, for the rights of human being■ and for the rights of 

people■• We are, I am afraid, becoming an 014 World nation 

with 014 World 41plomac7 and 014 World conTentlona. Perhapa 

thle 1■ onl.7 a teapora17 aoo4 of the American people. I 
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hope that it 1 ■, but clearl7 these last few weeks haTe not 
• 

contributed much to our own self-respect as the world' ■ 

greateat democracy, nor to our respect and prestige in the 

e7ea of the nations of the world. I sometime■ wonder wh7 

the European people■ do not take ua at our word when we 

speak about our loTe of deaoorao7 and freedo■; •h7 they are 

ekeptioal and at tiMa 07Dioal at our protestationa. I can 

understand now a little bet~er; I oan understand the re­

action of an European on reading the accounts of the last 

three or four week■ . !he7 belieTe that we are Te-q much 

like &JIT other people,--like them■elTea. for that matter, 

and that our desire to plq the role of chaapion o'f human 

right■, crusader of human ideal■. la an unwarranted role, 

because it no longe.r apringe fro the deepmo■t aourcee of 

our national being. Liberty and democrac7 and human rights 

are a nart of ancient slogans which ■oTe4 our araiea into 

battle. !he7 are no longer drivingmtife 1n our own 11Tee; 

and it la a aad da7, a aad day for the world and for our­

aelTe■ , if thia would prove to be a permanent mood rather 

than a paaaing mood of the American people. ~or demoorac7, 

rq friend■• 1 ■ toda7,--aa I have had occasion to aa7 more 

than once, and as I ahall have ocoasion to •87 again and 

again in the hture.--de■oorao7 toda7 ia at the croaa-road■· • 
4eaocrac7 toda7 1■ being peatled in the crucible; de■oorac7 

1■ being challenged b7 might7 an4 powerful force■, the whole 

philoaoph7 and the whole axioa of 4e■ocrac7. CJoTenamenta 

are be~ called lDto gueation ■erioual~ g ~•t and 
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po•rflll people■, and if thie land, which first gave 

prophetic Toioe to the democratic idea, and first incorpor­

ated it on a large scale 1D h1111lan inatitutiona,--if this 

nation is to loae its prophetic t,nor. its lift and ita 

crusading zeal for enforced Y1ctor7 of democratic principlea 

in the world. then democracy ia 1n sore straits. indeed; and 

these events of the past three or four weeks, while in 

themaelTea of not unuBUal mode, are, neTertbelees, 1ndioat1Te 

of a trend of thought and a freedom of mind and a mood and 

temperament whioh ought to giTe aerioua students of human 

hiato?'J' an4 real loTera of 4eaoorao7 pause and concern. 

Perhaps we shall yet have an opportunit7 

in the next few •••1ta to voice the real oonTictiona of real 

Americana. I hope that we..,. 

--o~ .. 
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