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"THE FIRST THOUSAND Y ARB." -
!!! Outline of Jewish Hietorz. 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER. 

'l'H ~ TE LE, SUNDAY ORBIIIG, -



I shall endeaTor, friends, during the next 

few week■ , to tell 7ou a simple and unadorned tale of the 

moat amazing people in the world. I shall t17 to giTe 

7ou in the briefe■t outline form the histor, of a people 

which, while neTer great in DWDber, baa sunl.Ted the 

people■ of greatest magnitude; the hiatoey of a people 

which, while never strong ph7aioall7, or rich materiall.J', 

haa outlived the strongest and the ricbeat people■• I shall 

t~ to tell 7ou the stor7 of the aimple band of men an4 

women from a little corner of the earth, who were scattered 

all oTer the face of the world, beset with untold trial• 

and tribulation■, per■ecuted and oppressed, 7et liTing to 

bless the worll, bringing a benediction whereTer it came. 

I am going to tell 7ou the storJ' of the 

people of Israel, and this morning I shall tr7 to tell you 

about the beginning of thia &11&sing little people, the 

k11111ble beginning; for like all things, like all art, like 

all eoienoe, the beginning& of thi■ people, and of ite 

~•roic faith which bas startled mank\nd, are humble. 

!he traditional account found 1D our ■aored 

books of the origin and the earl7 histoq of this people 

ran■ something like th1■: the founder of the race wa■ 

Abraham. He and hie son Iaaao, and hia grandson Jacob, were 

the patriarch• of thia people, the people of Iarael. Jacob 
. 

had helTe aou, who became the anoeator■ of the !welT• 

Tribe■ of Iarael. Jacob and hi■ twelTe sou went 401111 to 



Eapt fron Canaan. !hare the7 grew and multiplied. and the7J 

were maalaTe4 b7 the Egyptiana. and tbe7 remained aa alaTe■ 

in Bgpt for a period of about 400 7ear■. Then an emancipa­

tor aroae in their mid■t. a great reTolutionar7 spirit who 

euaaoned them tofreedom,--Mo•••• Koaea led the people out 

of E87Pt. g11ided them in their wandering■ through the . . 
wilderneaa for fort7 year■• brought them within eight of 

the promiaed land. and there he died . The leadership wae . 

taken oTer b7 Joahua. and Jo■hua brought the TlrelTe Tribe■ 

into Canaan. !he land was diTided aaoq the■• and the 

tribes remained diTided--after the7 had been a unit•& people 

under Koee■--the7 remained diT~ded until the riae of the 

monaro~ under Saul. !he7 remained a united people under 

Sal and David and Solomon. when the kingdom waa again 

diTided in two.--the Kingdom of Israel to the Bortll. an4 

the Kingdoa of Judah to the South. !he Kingdom of Israel 

endured about 200 7eara. and na deatro7ed b7 the Asayriana 

in 721 before the common era; the Kingdom of Judah aurTiTed 

136 yeara longer. and na deetroyed b7 Bab7lon in 686 before 

the 0011110n era. 

Thi■• br1efl7. la the ator7 of the politioal 

life of I■rael aa narrated in our eaore4 book■• Like all 

ancient hiator7 found in boob. it le too 11110h ■iapl1fie4 

Bo people begin■ 

life•• a united people. People■ begin•• •all unit■. 

taailie■• olau. tribe■• In the oourae of time the•• 

tribe ■ are federatel. and 1D the oour■• of tiae, after a 
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long period of experience, tbia federation beccaea a nation; 

and if we read our Biblical accounta more critioall7 and 

look beneath the surface, we will find the same thing 

:~ holding true in the case of Iarael. 
Iii 

Israel, at the outset, 

was a diaJointed group of Seaitic tribe■, unorganized, not 

united. Perhaps there were twelYe such tribes; perhap■ 

there were more. Theae tribe& were, somehow, conaoioua of 

a co111111on origin; the7 felt tha~ the7 belonged to a common 

racial etook, and that conaciouenees, plus a common 

enYironment, gave the■• dinnited tribe■ a ••na• of 

ooheaion. that was far fro■ being that aenae of national 

1lD1t7 whioh deTeloped onl.7 after hundreds of year■ • 

. ere did then tribe■ come froaT What 

was the original ho• of our people? !he original home of 

ou~ people was in the great Arabia~ deaert, whioh ia the 

home of all the Semitic people, which to thia da7 ia the 

hoae of ten■ of thouaand■ of no•dio shepherd tribe■, who 

wander to and fro aoroes the endless etretchea fro■ one 

oaaia to another seeking food and auetenanoe. !hat great 

wllderneea, th• Arabian desert, wae the home of the earl7 

noaadio tribe■, aome of whoa becaae the anoeater■ of the 

tribe■ of Iarael. 

Bow, at some time before the ■ecOD4 

millennlu■ before the OOIIIIOD era, aro1111d the 7ear 22 or 2300 

before the co-on era, that S.altlo worl4 in the Arabian 

de■ert began to •••the with UDre■t; Ju■t •• that worl4 

2800 7eara later, at the time of Koh•-•d, auddenl.7 began 
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to aeetbe anew. and out of that great wilderneaa tribea 

went forth to conquer •alt of the worll aa Mobamme4ana. 

In that earl.7 period a great unrest took hold of th••• 

peoplea. and great migratoey moTementa began. One migration 

of Sem1t1o people aet out eastward and ccnqa.ered Bab7lon. 

and another ■1grato17 moTement aet out westward and con-

quered Bs7Pt. Bow among these 1DTa41ng tribes were some 

trlbea who became tbe founder■ of the people or tbe nation 

of Iarael. We have mention of one tribe. the tribe of 

Abraham. whoae founder waa Abrahaa. a tribe that went 

eaatwar4 to Bab7lon. and we are told that that Semitio 

tribe 11Tlng in Bab7lon decided to re-migrate. and aet out 

froa Bab7lon to Canaan; and that 1a the stoX7 of the aigra­

tion of Abrabaa. the account of hioh 7ou read in the Book 

of CJeneaia. w1,h the migration hat went westward into 

l87Pt there were undoubtedl7 some tribe or tribe• b7 the 

name of Jacob. who aettled 1D Rgrpt for a period of tllle. 

and found their aoJourn there an vubapp7 experienoe. and ao 

the7, too, decided to re-■igrate and left Em,t, and after 

wanderlng about 1n the wllderneaa for a period of 7ear■, 

again aa a D0111adlo people under the leadership of that 

titanic hiatorioal figare. oae■ • the7, too, deo1de4 to 

inTade Canean.--Paleatlm. 

Bow, the conque■t of Paleatlne b7 theN 

Hebrew tribe■ - for that la what we ahall call them fl'O■ no• 

on - ••• not aocoapl1ahe4 b7 a united gr011p of tribe• at~ 

one g1Ten period of tille. !he oonqueal ••• accoapl1ahe4 b7 

I 



■lngle tribe■ or b7 group■ of tribe■• and oyer a period of 

perbapa 200 7eara. So• of the tribe■ inYadecl Canaan 

through the aouth. and acne through the extreme northeast, 

and so e aoroa■ tbe JordaD. It waa not a eingle oanqueat 

but a prolo11ged oonqueat of a oou.nt17 b7 gr01lpa of tribe■. 

Th••• tribes settled in Yarioua parts of Palestine. eaoh 

one llYing lta own life. ancl yet all of them oonaoioua of 

a oertala racial tie. When eaergenoie■ aro■•. when ao .. 

tribe waa attacked b7 a foreign tribe or b7 the natiYe■, 

the Canaanite■• that tribe would o~ll for help from a 

brother tribe. and ,e■poraey alliance■ were forme4 cba• to 

the emergeno7 which aro••• !hue. for example. when the 

Canaanite■ threatone4 ~ome of the :tribe■ of the Hebren 

who had ■ettled in PaleatiDe, Debor h aro■• and united fiYe 

tribe■ to war agalnat th• Caaaaaltea. 

Bow in the eleYentb oentu17 a great nation 

1nTa4e4 Paleatln• and threatened the Yery life and exlat-

enoe of the•• Hebrew tribe■• That natioD waa the natioD of 

the Phill■tine■. Where the7 oame fre111. we know not. 

Probabl7 the7 oame from the Iale of Crete. !he7 iDTade& 

Palestine; the7 oan uerel part of the oount17. eapeoiall.7 

the ooaat oitlea. ana the7 ■enaoe4 all the tribe■ of the 

Hebrew■. In that e119rgeno7 the trlbea foan4 it neoea■a17 

to fora a atrong oonfederatioa, an4 ga14e4 b7 the ~rophet 

881111lel, and 'b7 their fir■t king. Saul. the7 formed a 1Ulite4 

political group,• ■onarob7. And a aonarch7 wa■ e■ta'bliahe4. 

Saul'• career 1■ at ■pe■nou■ one; it 1■ one of oonatant 
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warfare. Be 414 not auoceed in breakiDg the power of the 

Phill■tlne■, bat he auoceecled la p•tting a oheok to their 

advanee. and la one of the battle• with tbe Philiatlne■ 

Saul. himself. and hia eoa were kllle4. Salll ••• eucoee4e6 

'b7 DaT14, o'f the !rib• o'f Judah. DaTld ••• a man of war, 

a courageous fighter. a brilliant leader. a eteteaaa. 

DaT14 not onl7 broke 'for all tlme the power of the Pbilia­

tine■. 1'ut ■et out upon an aggreeeiTe warfare to abdue all 

the neighboring tribe■ .--the Alllllonitea. the oabit••• the 

Bdomlte■, and eTeD S)'ria to the north. DaTid extended the 

boundariee of that little countey to the furthermost limits, 

and decided to bu114 the cit7 ot Jerueale■, and made it 

the center of the political and the religioua li'fe of the 

people. Upon the death of DaY14.Soloaon became king oTer 

the united people. Sol011oa'a relga ia the Golden Age in 

Jewish hiatoX7. It wa■ aD age of proeperit7. Soloaoa made 

allianoe• with Mipboring kiDga; Soloaon built a merchant 

aarine; hie ehipa went fr at•••; Soloaoa lrllilt high•q•; 

Solomon built beautiflll publio 'baildinga and palace■. Great 

wealth and riohe■ poured 1Dto the count?7,. Soloaoa built 

the Temple, which for hun4reda of ~ear■ remained aa the 

central shrine of the faith of the people. 

But with all the megnifioenoe o'f an Oriental 

potentate whiah wa■ Soloaon'•• there••• beneath it a great 

deal whiob •• 11gl7 and which waa destined to undera1M the 

kingdom; flr■t, b:, the heaT7 ksation which wa■ made nee­

••••17 b:, ~hi■ ■plendor and th••• ro7al etifio•• an te plea 
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which Solomon b'llilt. 

the 7oke of taxation. 

!he people began to grumble under 

AD4 Solomon. too. built for himself 

a yaat hare■. 11Binl7 for diplomatic purpo•••• becau■e 

marriage waa a fona of establishing diplomatic alliance■ 

with neighboring people. and these foreign wiTe■ brought 

into the count17 foreign oults and foreign idolatey. and 

the people who were faithful to the orehip of JehoTah 

grumbled again■t thi■ desecration of the faith; and eTen 

during the splendid reign of Solomon a reTolution broke 

out. whioh waa quiokl.7 oruehed and the leader aent to Egpt. 

But upon the death of Solomon the kingdoa aplit into two. 

Bis eon ae not ■trong enough or wiae enough to hold the 

people together. an4 1Jl 93T before the common era the 

oomitriea 4iTi4e4 into two.--th ,~tngdoa of the Borth. the 

Kingdom of Israel. with its capital in Samaria. and the 

kingdom of the South. the Xlngdo■ of Jauh. with it ■ 

oapital in Jeru■al911. 

I 

!he ato17 of the Kingdom of Iarael 1• the 

atory: of 200 7eare of oonfliot, atru.ggle. war. the ri■e and 

fall of dJ'Da■tie■• an oocasional period of roaperit7. but 

long period■ of 4epreea1on and unhappinea■• and 1n 721 

Asayria. bent upon the oonque■t of Bs7J)t. and determined to 

conquer Palestine. which ia on the wa7 to Bgn,t. 81l'b4ued the 

oountX7. took the leader■. the learned and the out■tanding 

MD and women of the k1Dg4o■. and u:iled the■• The7 brought 

new aettler■• new ooloai■t■ into I■rael ant coloD1se4 theap 

there. !ho■• who were exllel wre loa,. You haTe hear& ot 
_,_ 
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the Loat !en !rib••• and thee• are the Loat Ten !ribe■• 

!he7 were not lost 1n the aenae that we do not mow where 

tbe7 are; the7 are loat in the aenee that the7 aasimilated 

with the people■ ln whose midet tbe7 were placed an4 d1e­

appeare4; the7 lost their identit7; thfll:V' ceased to exiat. 

And in Israel there remained the poor; they. in the course 

of time. mingled and blended with these ooloniata whioh 

the Assyrian aettled. and they oeaeed to be ae Jen. an4 

of them there remain to this da7 a handhl of people of 

11 the oount17 .. called the Scasriana.--some thirt7 or fift7 
II 

I: 

II 

f8llll1ee. !hat waa the nd of the great Kingdom of Iarael. 

!he Kingdom of Judah surTiTed longer. !he 

Kingdom o~ Jud b was fortunate bi haT1ng •• c17D&et7,--the 

dJI18st7 of LaT1d; and fortunat. lo. in baying kinga who 

ruled oTer long periods of ti••• thereb7 giYlng tabilit7 

to the political life of the count17. Ita politicel 

hletor7 is not glorioua; it doea not matoh the splendor of 

Aas7ria. Bab7lon or Egpt. It waa Ter7 111Uoh a football to 

theee great kingdom■ all the ti■•• But in 686 or a little 

earlier than 697, Bab7lon found it neoeaaa17 to oollGller thi■ 

kingdom of hdah, &nd conquered it aDll laid it waste, 

deatroyed the !empl•. blinded the king and exiled the 

leadera, the beat of the people. !he Judean exile 414 not 

aae1m1late like the Iaraelitiah exile 136 7ear■ before th ... 

!he7 were oarried oft to Bab7lon, but the7 had ••Jo7ea 136 

7eara of pro"etio teaching; tbe7 had be n lapre ed b7 a 

religiou■ ideali1111 which the people■ of the Xingdo■ of ,-~-----1t-----------------~------__;;;:; _________ _ 
-a-



I ■rael had not hal; the7 ha4 136 7eara more o~ aaalgaaation 

and concentration aa a people. and ao the7 took with thea 

to Bab7lon an 1nT1Do1)1• hope of re■toration. the will to 

aurTiTe. the determination not to assimilate. and it 1• of 

th••• exllea,of whoae return we shall speak next week. that 

••• the Jawa of today. are the descendent&. Thi■• briefi7. 

is the political story of Israel from its early nomadio 

days to the fall of Jerusalem in 686. 

Bow. I want to tell you a word about the 

religious hietor7 of this people. Judalaa. like the 

Jewish people itaelf, la an hietorical deTelopment. 

hdaiam 1 ■ not. friends. a one reTelatlon. begun at one 

moment in ti••• perfect and ooapl•t•. Judalam 1• a 

euccesaiTe revelation. an unfoldment of morsl ond spiritual 

ideal■ within a peculiar, ■ena1t1T• and gifted people OTer 

a period of centurlea. 'l!he beginnings of our religion are. 

indeed. Teey hllllble; again. I ea7. like the beginning of all 

thinga. Before a man oan reach ph7sical and mental matu.rit7 

he 11112at pase through the groping ■tagea of childhood; the 

stagee of lisping.and the stagee o'f ignorance.and the stage• 

of weatneae. ph7aioal and mental. And ao it ia with all 

human ■cienoe■• with all human ari. !be great cathedral 

and the beautiful Greek temple was not the first artiatlo 

creation of the human rsce. It ia almost the last art1a,10 

creation, until future tlmea ma7 improve on it. The 

oathedral begins in the mud hoTel, in tbe oaTe; 3liat •• 

lilchael Angelo' ■ anoaator■ fift7 thouaand 7eara ago probabl7 
_,_ 



out the firat ■oulpture in the atone of a caTe where he 

11Ted. And ao it la with religion. Beginnings are extremel!7 

humble. and the religion of our forefather■• th••• nomadic 

Semitic tribe■• was like the religion of all people■; the7 

belieTed that all thing■ were the dwellingplace■ of apirit■.-­

the wind. the atora, the tree. the aountain. the aea, the 

nn, the aoon; each wae a personality; each was the habitat 

of a jinnee or a apirit,--a spirit which had to be propitlatel 

b7 aacrifioe■ or dispelled bJ' ma110. He had to establish 

relationship with these thing■ about bill in the ph7sioal 

world. They menaced hia .. And so he sought through the 

aiaple ritual of sacrifice or magio to come to some sort of 

an accord with the world of ■pirita about hill. 

That is the beginning of the religious thoupt 

of the human race. Bow in the course of time a few spirit■ 

or one spirit emerge■ auperior or au.pre■•; and among oar 

forefathera in the wilderne■a, in the couree of ti.me, out 

of all this world of spirits there emerged one spirit 

suprem•.--Yaneh, the Creator; he who cauaea ua to be; the 

eource of life; the proteotor; the proTider; whoa• dwelliDgt­

place waa a sacred mountain,--Horeb. 

Bow, in the wildernesa the ritual of our 

forefather■ wa■ an extremel7 aimple one. !he7 bad no 

extensiTe prleetl7 hierarch7; the7 had no temple■; the7 

were shepherd■; they wandered about frca place to plaoe. 

The religious ritual waa extremel7 aimple. A.gain, religion 

and morality had veq little to do with one another. 
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Religion••• a matter of ritual and ceremo~. JehoTah. 

of cour■e, caae to be regarde4 as the defender of the 

aocial cuato•; and that ie quite significant. becau■e one 

of the great soclal oueto• among our forefather■• when 

the7 were no•da. waa thie utremel7 rare ouato■ of social 

equalit7-. Among nomad■ there are no wealth7 people. an4 

there are no lord■• and there are no potentatea. Each ie 

the equal of the other. !'here wae a marTeloua democratic 

spirit and an economic equality among shepherd, wandering 

people■, and. as I haYe bad occasion more than once to 

point out. in diacusaing the peculiar passion of the Jew 

for econo■ic Juatioe and for freedom in the world, that 

pa■sion traces itself right back through our histo~. back 

into the di■ distant pa■t of or origin, when for thouaand■ 

of 7eare our forefather■ lived under a moat poaplete and 

perfect 4eaoorat1o s7ste■ of life, and that loTe of freedom 

became part of our blood and of our ps7cholo87. Io• 

Yaneh beoaae the defender of that social ouato■ of 

equall't7. of freedo■. 

Bow, th••• trlbea ooae into Canaan. Canaan 

le lnha~lted b7 people llllob more adTanoed oulturall7 than 

the•• prim1t1Te, crude, uoma4 people. !he Canaanite■ are 

farmea; the7 are agrloulturi■t■; tbe7 haTe built citie■; 

the7 haTe per11Bnent lwelllng-place■; the7 haTe teaple■; 

the7 have ahrinea; the7 haTe wealth; their culture 1• 

higher . .ln4 it ia a law of huun rogreae that the higher 

oulture do■tuate■ the lowr culture. eTen though the lower 
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culture ma7 be that of the Yiotorioue people. When the 

Romane conquered Greeoe polltioal.17. Greeoe oonquere4 

Ro• oulturall.7. And so it was with these conquering 

nomad tribe■ who poured into Canaan and settled there. 

The7 were bepiled b7 the c1Yilisat1on and the culture of 

the Canaanite■• and also b7 the religion of the Canaanite■. 

Bow, the religion of the Canaanite■ had to do with agri­

culture. '?heir god was Baal. the god of heaven, the god 

of the aun. the god of the rain; their godde■e wa■ Aatarte, 

the ■other god4ea■, the earth goddeaa. Their faith wae a 

trinitarian faith.--• father. a ■other. a eon. low when 

these nomadic peoples came into Canaan the7 accepted the 

faith of the Canaanite■; first. becauee it was ■ore 

11&gnlficent than their faith ; it s more elaborate in 

ritual; it waa aore attractive in outer fora; and. ■econd-

17, and more profoundl.7, beoauu, even hile their god wa■ 

the god of the deeert and the god of the wildernea■, here 

in the new laDd there were other god■. and if the7 were to 

liYe auocesefull7 1Jl thia land the7 lllll&t be at peaoe an4 

good will with the gods of the new land. But while the7 

accepted tbeee goda of the Canaanite■• the7 414 no, 

abandon the god of the deaert. for. after all. he wa■ 

their tribal god. and be brought them Yioto17 ln their 

war upon th••• CaaaUlite peopl••• And so the7 a7DOhro­

nlsed their faith; the7 0011bined the worahip of JehoYah 

with the worship of Baal; and that aont1DRed for aome time. 

The worship of Baal, howeYer. was not that aiaple worahip 
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of the YarTeh of the wildernea■; it waa elaborate, an4 it■ 

ritual wae replete with all foru of craaa immoralit7. 

•ow other peoples stopped there at thia 

a711chroD1B11-f&ith, at thie polytheiaa, thia idolat17. 

!he Bab7loniana ■topped there, in spite of their aaneloua 

o1T1lisat1oa; the •OPtiana stoppe4 there; the Greeu 

stopped there; but aoaehow thia little people enolaved in 

this desert worl4 on thia etll.p of the Ke41terraneu, thia 

little people in its religioua thinking did not atop there. 

Bow, w'h7' I don't mow wh7, frenkl7. I oan onl.7 define. 

I can't explain. I oan't explain wlq, of all peoples of 

the earth, the Greek■ alone ahollld carTe the moat wonderful 

atatuea and alng the moat beautiful aonga. I can't explain 

the temper and the temperament and the peculiar eniua and 

gift of eTer7 eople. Of oour" racial factors enter liD4 

geographio faotor■ enter, and all that; but it 1■ 8120h a 

41fficult thing. ■oientificall.7, to anal.7••• SUffioe it 

to •87 that thia people had a peculiar gift, a peculiar 

■en111tivenes• for religious and ■oral Yalu••• and that out 

of thia people,in thie IIQ"ria4,there euddenl7 · aro■• in the 

ninth centuZ7 a broo4 of qn&llio aplrita, whom we call the 

prophet■, who revolutioDised the thought of the ancient 

worl4 and who pro~eotel into o1Tilisat1oa new ldeal■ ,u\terl7 

11Dhear4 of, of true religion and true aorall t7, --buma 

belnga who had a peculiar paaaion for h1111aD1t7 and divlnit7. 

and who. 1D maneloua worda of burning fervor, expreaaecl 

the ■e ideal■ whioh have ■inoe becGlle the moat preoio•• 



e 

·---------------------
heritage of mankind,--the prophet■• a whole school of 

the■, from the ninth to the sixth century before the 

0011110n era,--EliJah, Amoa, Hosea, Kioah, Illllah. Bsekiel, 

and, the greatest of all, Jeremiah. 

Bow, what waa the meeaage and what was the 

mission of the■• prophet■! !heir message was two-fold: 

firat, the unit7 and the spiritualit7 of Go4. !here can 

be no a711ohroni11111. If God ie God spiri tuall.7, then he 

11

• 1111st be one. And eo out of the desert--and that ia 

significant--the home of the pure worship of Yarveh, then 

BUddenl7 appears on the acene Elijah, a man with long hair. 

dreseed in a wild garment. a mind like a thunder-bolt; he 

apneara suddenl.7 in the midat of Iarael and criea out, 

"How long will ye halt in two opinion■? If ye are for 

Baal. worship hia; if ye are for Yarveh, worship hill." -

the first challenge of propheo7 to thia B7J10hroniatic 

religion of the people. BliJah wae the firet, not the 

last. All who followed hilll 1nsiate4 that there can be 

but one God, --the God of the Univer■e; not the God of 

Palestine, not the •d of the deaert, but th• God of the 

World and the Go4 of the UD1Ter■e, one and apiritual. 

And their second meaaage was moralit7. Qo4 

1a Juat; God ia loTe; Qo d ia :tru*h; God la the aouroe of 

■oral1tJ". Because God 1 ■ Ju■t he la the particular friend 

of the neel7, the poor, the orphan. the widow; he la the 

ene111.1 of the oppreasor and the exploiter. Becauae God 1 ■ 

Ju■t he can be worah1ppe4 onl.7 through the Ju■t life; ancl 
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becau■• God is loTe he can be worshipped OD17 through 

the life of loTe and kindlinea■. ~herefore the ritual of 

God 1 ■ not the offering of sacrifice■, nor the obaenanoe 

of holid&79, nor the practice of aechanical cult■. but 

the true ancl onl.7 true worahip of God ia a 11:fe o:f goocl­

nee■ and integri't7 and hone■t7 ancl kindlinea■• And beoauae 

God ie aplrit God can be 0011mned with not throagh thee• 

crude fora■ of d1Tination that wae practiced b7 all 

primitive peoples, but b7 contemplation, through pra7er. 

through meditation and through the 11:fe of parit7 and 

goodneae. 

!heae were the two treaendoua lnnoYationa 

ln the religioua thinklng o:f ank1nd which thia breed of 

heroic aoula called the prophet brought to the world. 

And these prophet■ were not professional teacher■; the7 

were not necesaar117 prieeta; the7 were workingmen, 

oarpenter■ and dresser■ o'f a7oaaore tr••• and ahepher4■; 

not beoau ■e the7 regarded it a■ their 11:fe'a profession. 

or the7 were attraoted b7 the profeaaioa, but beoau■• the7 

were 4r1TeD b7 the e .. rgenoie■ o:f the 11:fe about the■, b7 

the thiDg■ which the7 •••• the luqualltl••• the ln~■tice, 

the iluloral1t7 o:f the worll about the■; and the7 were 

4r1YeD to it b7 that inner fin, that inner paasion which 

waa their■. "!be Word of God waa like a barning fiaae 1n 

SI ■0111," aq■ one o'f the prophet■, "which I could not 

holl baok; I ••4 to preach." !he7 were perHoute4 for it. 

e ■till peraecute our prophet■ an4 crao1f7 the■. !he7 
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were hated for it; but the7 preached that healing meaaag•. 

that new revelation unto their people. With the reault 

that Judah, enJ07ing thia teao~ing for about a centu%7 ana 

a half longer than the Kingdo■ of Iarael. waa able. when 

oalaait7 oTertook it, to endure and to auniTe. 1th the 

prophet■ the message of Judaia■ ia coaplete4; the es■ential 

1deala of our faith are fashionea. God ia one; God 1■ 

epirit; God ia Justice. Ethical aonothe1•. the lifework 

and teaching of the nropheta, ia now the posaesaion of the 

people of Israel. and will in time become. through them. 

the poaaeeeion of all ■ankin4; and beoause that amall 

people of Judah had theae truths with the■• ,he7 became 

an immortal people, for the7 identified their desti!l1' with 

1deala that are imaortal. Exile will no loDger deatro7 

the■• lrom the flrea of the temple their faith will rise, 

cleansed and purged and strengthened. The7 will return 

from exile and the7 will rebuild their life; and even 

though the7 will be.deatro~ed a second time. and a aecon4 

time eent. and this time into a longer and ■ore horrible 

exile, lasting not fif"7 7eara but nineteen hundred 7eara, 

that people, remaining true to thoae healing and ■aTing 

ideal■, thoee im•ortal ideals, will endure all the 

hoatilit7 and the hate of the world, will heal and bl••• 

the world. 

And•• shall, in our next lecture, friend■, 

■e• how thia people ••t• about•• a miasionar7 people to 

preach the•• proph•tio 1deala to ■enk~; we ■hall••• in 
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our next leoture out of that faith there reTolTe■ a elater 

ta1,h. wbiob 1a deat1ne4 to reaob out and ,mah the 

millions of the bvman raoe. We ■hall eee nut time ho• 

tbe7 ■ought to aafegaarl thia faith b7 building fenoe■ 

of law and regulation about it. !be beginnings have been 

made. !he far or, fro■ the nomadic Semite in the wilder­

neaa to the prophet Iaaiah or Jeremiah. that atride ••• 

taken b7 this strange and amaslng people. the people of 

I■rael. 
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