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"TH 8 con THOUSABD YEARS." - .................... ------
,!! OUtline £1. Je ieh Hi torz. 



-

At the oonclueion of our lecture last week 

we parted with Israel in exile, broken, bleeding, 119t with 

an inTincible hope of their own restoration. The~4eane in 

Babylon, UDlike their brothers who had been exiled 135 7eare 

before them to Aas7ria, did not assimilate and did not lose 

their identity in exile for Tarious reasons. In the first 

place, tbe7 enjoyed 136 years additional prophetic teaching 

and religious training, and during that long period their 

religious concepts deepened and broadened, so that b7 the 

time the7 came in contact with the Babylonian neoplea the7 

were oonTinced that their religious culture waa 811per1or to 

that of the Babyloniana; and a superior culture never aub-

ai ts to an inferior one. A people may be vanquished 

politioal17, but aa long aa it feels that ite culture ia 

auperior to that of the conquerer, it will retain that 

culture even in the midat of defeat. 

Again, ae the reaul t of the deepening and 

the broadening of their religious concept■, the exile■ felt 

that their God Jehovah wae no longer a tribal God and a 

local God, but that he waa a uniTeraal Jod, and that there­

fore be was 1th them in Babylon, even aa he bad been with 

them in Judea and before that in the wildernea■. So that 

the destruction of the Temple an4 the collapae of the 

national life of the people were not an indication of 

JehoTah'a impotence to defend but rather of Jeohvah' ■ aight 
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to punish. They furthermore believed that Jehovah wae a 

Just God and a good God. and that ae oon aa the periodaof 

penitence and of chastisement were ended and they had 

repented them of their sins. that God would restore them to 

Judea. So that out of their deepened faith there sprang 

up this hope of restoration. which was soon to be vindicated. 

Again, as it freQuently happen•. in the 

darkest hours of our people's history there arose great 

leaders, men of faith and vision, who strengthened the hopes 

of the people and kept alive in their hearts the thought of 

their faith, and among these great leaders and prophets 

who arose in exile waa Ksekiel the prophet. and that unknown 

prophet who goes by the name of the second Isaiah. These 

people continually brought to Israel, wounded, down-cast, 

the balm of consolation, the thought that Jehovah was with 

them, and that before long hie c0111paseion and hie mero7 

would manifest themaelvea in the return of hie children to 

their home. .. 

The opportuD1t7 came for this restoration 

when Babylon fell before the powera of CJTUB of Persia in 

539 before the common era. Cyrue the Persian was not 

unfriendly to the Jen. The Jews had greeted the Tiotoriee 

of hie armies and had prayed for hie tri1111ph over Bab7lon, 

Bab7lon that had broken the power of Judea. So that when 

Cyrus conquered Babylon he gave the Jews permission to 

return to Judea, and in 537 or 36, just about fifty yeara 

after the destruction of the ~emple. a group of exilea under 
---------tr"---~ --r----
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the leadership of Zerubbabel, who was a descendent of the 

House of DaTi4, and Joshua, the high-prieet, set out on 

the first return to .Judea. Bot ma~ returned. The 

prosperous Jews in Bab7lon remained in Bab7lon. Prosperous 

people seldom migrate. But a sufficient number under the 

leadership of these two people returned to Judea. In Judea 

they found appalling oond1t1ona among the Jews who had re­

mained; for you will recall that not all were exiled; only 

the leader• and the nobilit7 and the rich claaa were exiled; 

the farmers and the laborers and the poor people were per­

mitted to remain by the conquerer in Judea. The returning 

exiles found these people steeped 1D povert7 and in miaer7; 

the rains bad not been rebuilt; the7 were oonstantl7 attacked 

b7 the neighboring people■; their religious life was dia­

organise4; religious obsenances had been neglected; their 

■oralit7 had even been lowered b7 oantaot with the neighbor­

ing people■, and ma!JT of them had intermarried and aasimilate4 

with the neighboring people. 

Thia first group of returned exiles could not 

do much, but the7 did set about to rebuild the Temple, and 

in 616, Just aevent7 years after the destruction of the 

Temple, the second Temple wee built; hence the Bab7lonian 

exile is sanetimes spoken of as the sevent7 7eara exile. 

About eight7 7eara later a second group of ex1lea returned 

fro■ Judea under the leadership of two immortal■ ,--Esra and 

Behemiah. Esra was a scribe, that la. a man who studied the 

Torah and interpreted and taught it to hie 41aciplea. He ••• 
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a man possessed with a great deTotion to the law of Israel 

and to the faith in JehoTah; and he aet about rev1Ting the 

faith. In the first place, he insisted upon breaking all 

contact& and all alliances 1th the neighboring peoples. ao 

that Israel, endangered b7 assimilation, would be preaerTed. 

Be even went to the extreme of forcing the people to 

divorce the alien wives whom the7 had married. Hie meaaure ■ 

were draetio and harah, but evidently Justified by the 

emergencies of the hour. for Israel was about to sink 

to oblivion. He reestablished the Torah, the law, aa 

the central authorit7 in Jewish life; he reintroduced the 

and the Sabbath and the obeervances. In other words, he 

organized a new religious life of the people. Behemiah 

waa the political genius even a . Esra was the religioua 

genius. Behemiah rebuilt the lla of Jerusalem, eatab-

liahed aecurit7 within the land, corrected economic abuse■, 

and ae a result of the lakor■ of these two great men, Ezra 

and Behe■iah, Iarael waa saved ~CD destruction, and Israel 

enJ07ed a hundred 7ear■ of peaoe and quiet. Judea remained 
, 

tributary to Persia, but it en~o7ed autono~ in ita internal 

affair■ , in its religioua life. !he head of the Jewiah 

oorD11111nit7 was the high-prie■,. and the internal affaira were 

adminiatered by a boq ■elected b7 the Jewa the■aelve■• 

'fhia period froa the return under Zerubbabel 

to about the aiddle of the fourth centu17 before the common 

era 1■ known•• the Peraian period of Jewish histor7, beaauae 

Judea waa under the rule of Per■ia. In 33! Aluander the 



Great appeara in Aaia, and all the empires crumbled before 

the march of hie Tictorioua armiea. Alexander the Greek 

crushes the powerful Peraia and becomes master of the whole 

of the Near Eaet, including Palestine. During his short 

life Palestine enJoyed no change in political fortunes. 

Life went on quite the same as it had under the Persian rule; 

Just the change of masters and no more. After hie death,you 

will recall, hie empire waa d1Tided, and a aeries of oon­

fiicte began among hie general■ for the poeseeeioD of hie 

Taet •pire, and Palestine became a sort of a shuttlecock 

a■ between theae opposing emperor■ and oppoaing armiee. 

B7 the end of the fourth century Palestine definitel7 comes 

under the sway of Egpt, the Ptole117 rulera of Egypt, and 

remains under Egyptian rule for about one hundred yeara. 

Thie period of a hundred years in Jewish history is a period 

of quiet growth and deTelopment; the numbers increase, the 
' 

prosperity of the land increaeea, Jews begin to settle on 

the outskirts of Palestine, m~ of them even ae far aa 

Alexandria, Egypt, and ae far as Antioch. The people become 

greater in D11Dlber and increase in eal th. In the year 

200 before the common era the Seleucid•• of the north, that 

aeoond d1T1eion of Alexander's broken apire, the Seleucid• 

e■pire under ADtioohu■ conquer■ B87Pt, and Palestine 0011ea 

under the rule of the dominion of the S~ian Greeu, of the 

Seleuoidean Green. Under Antloohua the conquerer, and hie 

eon. there ia no change in the fortune of Israel, but under 

Antioohua IV, mown lD our hieto17 •• Antioohu■ the 



Illuatriou■, Antiochus Epiphanea, a great ohange comes 

oTer the fortuae■ of Israel. Thia Antiocbua was Teey much 

of the type of the Roman emperor Hero. a man of great 

egoism and peculiaritiee of temperament and character; and 

Antiochus sought to weld his empire solidly together . . He 

was afraid of the great power of Roman imperialism. and so 

he sought to consolidate his empire thoroughly in spirit. 

la langaap and in religion; and so he set about to stamp 

out the national peculiaritiea of the people■ oTer whom he 

ruled. He had no trouble doi~ it with all hie other eub­

Jeot peoples. but he encountered a tremendoua opposition 

when he came to stamp out the ~•ligioua and the cultural 

uniquene■a of the Judeana. Heretofore the Jews had enjoyed 

under the Greek■• and before the under the Romana. absolute 

religious freedom. Antiochus no sought to uproot the 

religion of Israel. hoping that thereby he would wash out 

the Jewish personality and sink it into hie unified empire. 

So be prohibited temple worship; he prohibited the teaching 

of the reli ion of Israel to the children; he made it a 

crime to observe the Sabbath and the Jewish holidaya; he 

used all the despotic and Oriental methods of n preeeion. 

with the result that rebellion broke out in Israel. !here 

le one thing which the Jew will not surrender. and that la 

bi■ fai,h. Ia 169 rebellion broke out in the little Tillage 

of llodin, let b7 an aged prie■t. Kat tathia■• or Maocabaeua, 

and hie fiTe gre t son■, the greatest of whoa wa■ lllclae, 

oalle4 the llaooabee. !111 ■ famil.7, mown•• the Ha•ouan 
_,_ 



famil7. rallied all the lo7al and faithful Israelite■ to 

its standard. and before ~ong the7 won Tictor7 after 

Tioto17 over the Syrian hoeta. In 166 a oruabing defeat 

waa administered by the forces of the Israelite■ to the 

Syrian armiea. Judas reentered Jerusalem, rededicated the 

Temple and reestablished the independence of Israel. Our 

festival of Chanukab celebrate& that great victory, that 

eat war of independence. 

lrom that day on and for about one hundred 

years Palestine is ruled by its own prince and its own 

king. Palestine la an independent country under Simon, one 

of the fiTe brother■• Palestine becomea politioall)' veey 

powerful. for he had made an alliance 1th Rome. Under one 

of the Baamonean rulers, Job.Ji Bji'oaaus, the countx-7 beoame 

exoeedingl7 prosperoua. but ~efor veey long. as ia the 

oaae with any dynastle■. family feuds began to disrupt 

the integrit7 of the oountr7. and around the middle of the 

first century before the common era there broke out a 

ferocloua feud between two brother■• and Pompey. the Roman 

general, was called in to arbitrate. Pompey declared in 

favor of one of the to brother■, whom he named no longer 

klng over Israel but 0D17 ethnaroh.--a aub-llller, a Tioero7, 

indicating that from now on the power of Rome will be 

dominant in the affairs of Judah; but with that year, the 

7ear 63, hen Poape7 interfered in the affaira of Ju.dab, the 

Roll8D per1ol, the third per1ol--Pera1a, Greek, Roman--began 

1D Jewish hieto17. It••• not Teq long before the Roaana 



foun4 it expedient to ~o awa7 1th the Jewieh Yice-regente 

altogether. and in the year 6 of the common era--now •• 

haYe passed into the common era--a Raman governor becomee 

ruler over the whole of Syria. which now includes Palestine. 

and from that year 6 until the year 70, whm the secoD4 

Temple was destroyed, with the exception of a short space 

when an independent king ruled over Ierael--Agrippa--the 

country as under the dominion of a Roman procurator. Roman 

governor-general. Bow theae Roman overnors were naturally 
. 

militarist•. exploiter■• oppressor■ of the people.~ and the 

freedom-loYiDg Jewa fretted and grumbled under the yoke of 

Rome, and great bitterness aa in their heart. and they 

thought of their own Haamonean ~•t7 that had been dea-

tro7ed, and that the7 were no rul by foreigner■• Some 

of the•• procurator■ were tolerant and the 00lllltr7 enJ07e4 

a few years of eace, but some of them were stupid and 

aruel and irritant. with the reault that in the year 66 a 

great rebellion broke out. The Jewa rebelled against Ro11e. 

!his little country of Judea on a etrip of land along the 

edlterranean. enolaYed in deeerte, a little land smaller 

than Rhode Island, with a population that wae -infiniteeimal 

in the great Roman Empire, dared to challenge the iron 

le iona of Rome; and the miracle of it ia that it took Rome 

four years to reduce thia little countr7. Rome had to een4 

ita greateat general. Veapaelan, to break the reaiatanoe of 

thee• rebela. When Veepaaian wa■ proclaimed emperor and 

oall d to Ro•. hi ■OD Bero reaa1ne4 and carried on the 

-1-



bloot7 war. whiob terminated on August the 10th in the 

year 70 of the common era. in the fall of Jerusalem and in 

the destruction of the Temple. Joaephua 8878 that 

1.100.000 Jewa perished during thia four 7ears of warfare; 

that eo.ooo of them were taken and sold as alaYee in Tarioue 

Roman citie■. where the7 were exhibited in arenas an4 

circueea. Eight hundred of the leading Jews of Jerusalem, 

the nobility. the aristocrat■, were taken to Rome to march 

in the triumphal procession of the viotorioua Bero. and the 

arch which was erected in honor of that great victoey OYer 

Judea is still standing in Rome today. Rome imagined that 

the Jews had been destroyed, but today maey a Jew passes 

underneath that arch and remembers that it was Rome that 

was ultimatel7 destroyed, and that Judea remaiu. 

~hose who were left--I am t171ng to sketch 
. 

hastily the political oonditions of the countey--thoee who 

were left in Palestine after 70 ■till harbored the hope of 

the reestablishment of an independent Jewish state. 1D spite 

of the terrible catastrophe which had oTertaken the■, and 

when in 132, juat about eixt~ 7eara later, the Blllperor 

Hadrian reintroduced oppreee1Te measures in Judea, the 

people rebelled a aecond time, and Rome wa■ again compelled 

to summon 1ta moat oapabl• general. BeTeru■ , from Great 

Britain to Judea in order to era.ah the new rebellion. and 

• again three 7ears of bloodahe4 and horror before th1a aecona 

and laet rebellion, under the leaderahlp of Bar Xoohba,the 

eon of the star. wae finall.7 oruahed. from that 497 on 
-------tt---------- ----------~-- ------4--~---



the history of the Jews in Palestine le one of a broken 

and •bJected people. politicall.7 discriminated againat; 

they could not even enter the cit7 of Jerusalem. !heir 

leaders were now the religioua leaders of the 

prince; their centers were the religious centers of Jaminia 

of of or same other ocnl'Jllui ,, ie■; and the center 

of Jewish life ahifta fro■ Palestine to Bab7lon. 

So much for the political fortunes of Israel 

between the firat and the second centur7. Io• a word about 

the religious development during thia eriod. When the 

Jewa returned from oaptiTlt7 prophecy had racticall.7 ceased. 

You know, ~ropheoy ia based .on spiritual autonomy, and 

ap1r1tual auton0117 la grounded in freedom. 'l'he ro beta 

were free men who knew no reatr int, either the restraint■ 

of a book or the restraint■ of tradition or the restraint• 

of political d1aabil1t7. They were free men who uttered 

the word• which oame to their hearta and to their lip■. 

unafraid. Bow in exile our forefathers began to experience 

the lose of freedo■• the oppression, and when freedom dia-

ap eared the spirit of prophec7 diaap eared with it, and 

fro■ that period on. say our Rabbi■,•• no longer ha• 

propheaied in Iarael, but onl7 the echo of the voioe,--not 

the authentio creatiTe Toice itaelt, the true reTelation 

which was the prophet' ■• but the echo of the reTelation. 

•o• Israel was not rellgiou■l.7 sterile after the exile. 

So• of the great boon ot our Bible, like the B■allla, Job, 

ProTerb■, the Book ot Bcoleaia■te■, come fro■ the period 

-10-



after the exile; but. somehow, the stamp of originalit7. 

the ■tamp of original oreatiTit7 is lacking; that Toloanio 

power. that path-finding religious fe"or which ie the etamP, 

of glor7. of prophec7. la no longer there. But if our 

people were no longer religioual7 creat1Te they were re­

ligiously recreatiTe. The spirit of prophecy was given 

but not the spirit of religion. They. in the days after 

the exile, reao1Te4 to liTe by the light and the leading of 

the prophet•; they determined to organize their life and to 

gaide themselves by those lawa which were created out of 

the spirit and the teaching of the prophets; they determined 

to remain "a kingdom of priest■ and a holy people." ao that 

they may be worth.7 of that great miasion of the religioua 

leadership which the prophets had entrusted into their care. 

And ao there eroae in Israel aor1be■ who interpreted the 

la• and expounded it and taught it to the people; there 

aroN •1•• men who probed into the very heart of the law to 

discover ita 4eepeat and profoundest meaning; there aroae 

master■ (rabbis) who redefined the law eo as to adjust it to 

the new demands of the adTanoing life of the people. 

In other word■, from the destruction to the 

eeoond destruction and thereafter the book becomea central 

in Jewish life; the people becomes the people of the book, 

and all life is regulated and determined b7 the teaching■. 

not of new revelationa whioh had ceased, but b7 new inter­

pretatlou of the book which have now become tbe central 

authorit7 1D Jewish life. 
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•o•, during the Pereian rule ver17 few n•• 

lan were eT,lTe4. Life was quiet, peaceful, and the 

relig~on of the Jew ~a• not ln danger. !he Jen ere 

lnfluemed b7 Persian culture, b7 the ciT1lisation of Persia. 

e find many trace• of the religion of Persia in the aub­

aeouent religiou■ ideas of Israel. !hsough Persian 

influence there came into our religion a whole hierarcb7 of 

angel■, go~d ap1r1ts and eYil spirits. Our forefather■ 

borrowed the entire angelic school from Persia. Ma~ of 

the lawa of clean and unoleaa, of ritual purit7, came to 

ue from the Peraiane. It ia maintained that eTen the 

doctrine of the reaurrection came to Israel fro■ the 

Persian■• But it was under the Gr ekil, when the religion 

of Iarael was menaced, that so aiv new lawa, wboN obJect 

was to preaene the integrit7 of Israel, were eTO1Te4. The 

Greek ciTilisation was rich and magnificent and beautiful, 

and eaeil7 tantallsea people and won them OTer to it. ow 

there was much in the Greek clTillsation that the Jew■ could 
. 

haTe adopted. and 414 adopt with great rofit, and 7et there 

waa 1111ch in the reek c1T111sat1on which the Jew■ could not 

adopt without deetro7ing their own canoeption of life anl 

their own doctrine■ concerning man and Goa. !be fUD4ament-

al difference between Hellenism and .Bebraiaa ••• not, a■ 

Matthew Arnold and other■ haYe maintainea, that Hebraiaa 

. 1na1ated upon conduct and Hellen!• or Greek ciYilisation 

lnsietea upon intelligeno•; that the Jew■ ineieted upon dut7; 

and the reeka laid e■phaal■ upon freedo■. !he e■aentlal 
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e. 

differenoe between the two oiTilisationa and the two out­

look■ on life wae .thi ■: that one waa secular and the other 

was eaore4; one grounded its thought in human experience 

and in human reason, end the other grounded its thought in 

faith and 1D God. Aristotle built up a magnificent eyetem 

of ethic■ rounded on apeauletion~ !he Hebraic ayate■ of 

ethics le grounded in God. Judaism always aought to 

aanotif7 life and to aencti4 eTery human relationship; henoe 

ite emphael■ on the concept of bolineea. Life must be 

hol7; human relationehipa rnuat .be hol7, regulated aa if 

God were imminent and present. The Jews wished ·to remain 

in the midet of the pagan world a bol7 people. · 

»o• when HelleniD came to Asia JO.nor it 

brought with it not onl7 its exalted doctrine■ of thought 

and its fine ■enaitiTenese for the eathetio, but it brought 

with it, unfortunatel7, also much that waa eras■ ; it brought 

with it muoh 11oen■e and immoralit7; and the Jew■ who fell 

under the spell of the Greek influenoe were attracted not 

■o muoh b7 the fine ph1losoph7 of the Greek■, or its wonder­

ful art, but they were attracted b7 its superf1c1al1t1ea, 

it ■ cheapnea■ and taw4rinees, ita opportunlt7 for licenae 

and ■elf-indulgenoe, and the breakdown of the rigid Hebraic 

41eclpline of conduot. !he Jew■ beheld what a menace that 
to 

Greek ciT111sat1on wae to the 1ntegrit7 of Jewish lite,.the 

olaea preaenatione and '8■141■, the pioue one■, who inaietel 

upon aeparating themeelTe ■ fro■ the domination of the pagan 

world; and from that 4&7 on there · begina to grow up in 



Israel law upon law, designed not ■o auoh to intenaif7 

the rel1g1ou■ 1.apul■e of the liTea of the people aa to 

build up a fence around the people, to aaTe them again■t 

the enoroaohment of thi■ inT1diou8 and oorrosiTe alien 

oulture. Bow, ln the courae of time. ma~ of these law■ 

became opnreee1Tei in the coura of time, especially after 

the fall of the second Temple, many of these lawe began to 

p7%"amid one on top of the other, and became a load upon the 

people. But at this neriod, the period prior to the 

deatruction, the law waa not a burden but a aalTation of 

Iarael. Bow. thia opposition to .foreign culture and thia 

Tiolation of the law did not go unchallenged in Israel. 

There aro■e partiea and group■ who challenged the right of 

the Rabble to make ao maiv new l . !here were at leaet 

to great oppoaitional movement• at .tbla time. One came froa 

a Jewiah ■eot mc>WD a■ the Sadduoeee, and the other came 

from the Judaical Chr18tiana, eapeoiall7 from tbe Peuli■t 

Christiana. !he Sadduceea aa14, "We have but one authorit7 

in Jewish life--the ible. • are bound b7 1te law■; DO 

other law■ are Tel14. If certain new lawa are requ1re4 to 

meet emergencie■, •• the prie■t■, have the right to make 
~ ... 

the■." !heir opponent■ aa14, "•o. DO one ha■ a right to 

make new regulation■. It ia true that the onl7 la .that la 

binding 18 the law of the Bible, but the law of the Bible 

oan be interpreted like a con■titution. 80 that almo■t ~ 

new law oan be read into it, and the right to interpret the 

Bible ■o aa to dl ■coTer new lawa 1 ■ not the prerogat1Te of 



e. 

e. 

the prieata alona.· but of &IQ' learned Jew or &IQ' Jewiah 

l&.711an." 

So that the first ••truggle was the struggle 

for the ·right of leaderahip in Jeflr7 aa between the prieatl7 

hieraro~. whoae atronghold waa the Temple. and the l,q 

group in Israel. whose stronghold was the synagogue. The 

second opposition ea.me under the Christiana. espeoiall7 

under Paul• ·Paul.who waa eonT1nce4 that the world was about 

to come to an end. and that the new order as to be estab­

lished miraoulousl7 b7 the intervention of God. said. "WhJ' 

need all theee lawa of clean sn4 unclean. these ma~ 

regulation■? Before very long God will appear and wipe out 

thia order of things completely. and eatabliah the kingdom 

of absolute rigbteouaneae. in wliicH every man will be 

perfeot and we will have no need o~ tbeae lawa.w And so 

Paul became what is technioall.7 known aa an antinomiat, an 

opponent of the law. Again. Paul was amioua to make oon­

Terta throughout tba Roman worl4. and it was eaaler to make 

a oonTert b7 ooaing to him and a&7ing, "All you need to 4o. 

in order to JolD ae, 1a to aooept a certain for.la. to 

nbaor1be to a certain doctrine." rather than come to hia 

and aa7. "In order to Join me 7ou muat undergo certain 

rituallatio practice•; you IIU■t aubaoribe to certain · 

obeenance■; 7ou nmat take upon 7ouraelf these mmeroua 

law■ whioh Iarael baa eTolTe4." And ao aa an expedienc7, 

in hi■ mlsalonar~ seal. Paul and hla diaciple■ became 

opponent■ of the la•. of the written word. of the letter 



e. 

that "killeth".a• he ea14. and it la thia antlnomi~ of 

Paul an~ hie diaciplea that forced Judaiam to break with 

Cbristianit7. and that was the beginning of the separation. 

I ought to ea7 a or4. in olosing. about the 

rlae of Chriatianit7. for it is at thia t~. in the first 

oentu17. Juat eb:>rtl7 before the destruction of the ~e■pl•. 

that Christi nlt7 aroae in Ierael. 'lhat caused it? at 

waa it? oat eople belleTe that Christianity was a 

rebellion against Judaism. It was no such thing. 

Chriat1anlt7 and its founder. Jena. taught nothing tpat 

waa hostile to Judaiam or new in Judaiam.--no new doctrine,. 

no new ethic•. no new reTelationa, no new propheciea. Jena 

■aid. "I come not to destroy the law but to :fulfill it." 

Je81l ■ aaid. "Bot one Jot or tittle of the law shall perish." 

Christianit7 waa not a rebellion inst Judaiam. It began 

aa a Jewish Keaeianic moTement. I cannot emphasise that 

too etrongl7. It be an a a Jewish eaeianic moTe ent. 

!he eople at that time believed, nearly all of them. that 

they were on tbe threahol4 of tbe millennium. You mow 
the ancient belief waa that the world will exist silt thouaan4 

7ear■ and then be deatro7e4 and remain ln ohao■ a thou■aD4 

7ean. Bow. the la■t thnaand 7eare. between 6.000 8114 

6.000. would be the millennium. the thouaand 7eara of peaoe 

and rlghteouaneas, when all wrong■ would be rectified an4 

all abu■e would be correote4; when all sinners ould be 

punlahe4 and the rlghteoua would llTe in peace an4 

pro■perit7 for a thoueand 7ear■• !hat waa the mlllenniu■. 
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Bow. the ohronolo)a of that 4a7 led all the . 
peoples to belieYe that they were on the threshold of the 

7ear 6.000. ·that the ltingclom was about to come. and that 

the klngdo■ might be establiahed one of the first pre­

requisite• waa that a Kessiah should appear to restore 

Ierael to ita political independence. beoauae here wae . 
perhaps the ma~or wrong that had to be rectified; and ao 

thia 117atic faith waa tied up with the political hopes of 

the people. Bow, Je8Ua was not the onl7 Uesaiah who aroae 

at that particular period around the year 30 or 40. 

Joeephu■ mention• &JV mmber of theae eaaiaha who arose 

and proclaimed the kingdom la about to come. And their 
' 

meaaage waa. "Prepare ye. for the k~dom of HeaTeD ia at 

hand." If 7e wish to be a are4 for the kingdom, cleanee 

70ureelf of your sine; otherwise ou will go through a 

terrible period of purgation, of auffering. Prepare ye. 

for the kingdom of HeaTen la at hand." And that wae the 

message of John the Baptiat; that was the message of Jeaua. 

when they appeare4.--the kingdom le at bani. 

Bow. naturall7. the Romana looked upon all 

theN Keeelaha aa political traitor■; for the Ueaaianio 

belief waa tiel up. ae I ea14. with the political indepell4-

enoe of .Judea. and ao aa sooa aa the7 caught the• they put 

them to death. And Jena wae not the onl7 lleaalah who ••• 

orac1f1el in that age of pe•ten14 .lleea1an1o expectation. 

Jen■ liTed ea 41el •• quite an ortbo4oz Jew. The ethlo■ 

which he taught hie 4i■olpl N wee the kind of an ethloal 
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code whioh would help the■ eurTiTe the birththroe■ of the 

eeeianio age and help them prepare themaelTe■ for the 

kingdom. He had no idea of eatabliehing a ne religion or 

breaking with Judaiaa at all; nor did hie disciple■ who 

liTed after hi■. 1.l'hey continued to attend temple worship; 

they continued to attend the aynagog12ea and worship aa their 

brethern worabippe4. The onl.7 difference that d1etlnguiabe4 

them from their fellow Jewe wa■ that the7 belieTed thal Jeaua 

wae the eeeiah, but inasmuch as the Jen did belieTe ln 

the ccnlng of a Ueealah, there wae nothing anti-Jewiah in 

auch a thing. It wee Paul, who wae not a Palestinian, who 

waa grounded more in Hellenic philosophy than in Jewieh 

religion and Jewish ideaa,--il wae .Pa11l, who had imbibed the 

Gno■tio philosoph7 of the lledl erranean world, who tried. and 

aucceeded, in eynchroni11ng the pagan philosophies of hie 

la7, the trinitarian doctrine■ of hie day, with thi■ Jewish 

eesienio moTement that had bull~ itself around the person­

ality of Jeeu■ , and it is to Paul that real orthodox 

Chrietianity of our day maat trace itself, for it la b7 

combining thie eaaianic ■oTement of Judea 1th the pagan 

religious sentiment of the Keliterranean worll that he 

faehionel orthodox Chr1etian1t7. 

•ow from this time oa Judalea, haTlng gi.Tea . , 

birth to thie new religion, will enco11nter, ae the oenturie■ 

aoTe on, the till• of ene117, the tl .. a of per■ecutor. Israel 

le now ■et ting out upon 1 ta two thouaand 7ear■ of wandering 

and exile. It 1■ now beginning it■ traglo and herolo ■truggle 
~-
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for ita life--aoattered, broken. It will ■eet a whole 

world arrayed in solid phalame■ of boetility a ainat it; 

it will 'bave no phyeical armies with which to protect 

it■elf; it will alV1&7a be out-nwabere4. But it baa alreaq 

intrenched itself in strong oitadel■--the law. It ha■ 

built for itself a bulwark. a code of conduct which will 

keep it integrated nd will preaerTe it. How Israel met 

the worli, how Israel faced ita enemie■, how Iarael 

countered the attaou, and how it waa miraculoual7 pre­

aerved during the iddle gee, the per1o4s of anderlng an4 

oruaadea and inquisitloDB and autodafee and wreck and ruln, 

7ou shall hear in our forthcoming lecture. 

The faith ot Israel, no expressed in a 

daughter faith, eats out to c the world, and•• ■hall 

alao aee next week how this daught r religion does conquer 

part of the world. • shall also see how the origlnsl 

faith, which aleo set out aa a mi eionary religion. euddenl.7 

calls a halt to its missionary zeal end becomes ingrown in 

order to be preserved. Our next lecture will take up the 

wandering of Israel in exile. 
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