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"CHILDREll OJ' LIGH!." -------
A Chamkah Sermon - ------- _.....,._.....,. 

RABBI ABBA H ILLRL SILVER. 

:ml !EIIPLB, SUBDAY MORBIIG, 
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!be fest1Tal of Chamkah, friends, 1■ symbol-

1H4 b7 light, the kindling of tapers in increasing number 

through the eight days of the featiTal. It 1• Teey 

appropriate that thia hol1487, of all holid&7■, should be 

a711bol1se4 bJ' light. You will recall the legend, how upon 

entering the aanctuarJ' which had been desecrated b7 the 

ho■ta of the Syrian iJlTadera, the Tictorloua armiea of Juclah 

the llaccabee fouD4 one aaall cruet of oil which wa■ 

aufficient to burn in the sanctua%'7 but one c1q, but through 

a lliraculo11a poteno7 it burned the eight da7a o'f the feati

Tal. It waa a light that 414 not fail. 

You will recall the other legend which tella 

that upon the entering of the aancharJ' the7 found eight 

apeara which the defeated ene117 left in its hurried departure 

from the cit7, and that Judah took these eight spear■ and 

turned each one of them into a torch ao that they gaTe light 

in the darkened aanotua%'7. 

!hat, to my mind, la an eTen more charming 

legen4 than the firat, for it aeema to be prophetic o'f the 

whole deatiDT and career of Iarael,--thie beating of eworda 

into plowshare■ and speara into torch-light■• Light 1■ 

appropriatel.7 the BJ111bol of thia feat1Tal, for the featiTal 

001m1e■oratea free4o■, and freedom 1■ alwqa s711bol1se4 1Jl 

light. Our owa Statue of Llber~ hol4a aloft the fia■ing 

torob, ana it ia perbapa Ter7 11kel7 that the light of that 
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torch which illuainea the free people of this lan4. ••• 

borrowed from the light of the burning bush before which 

Koaea aaw a reTelation and beard the Toice aa1l,nS'~Go forth 

and lead '1117 people out of alaTer7 into freedoa." And it ia 

not out of the way to aa7 that the light of tbia torch that 

shine■ on the great harbor. the portal of the Bew orld. 

waa borrowed from the light which Judah the llaccabee kindle4 

in the darkened aanctuar7; for Iarael gave to mankind the 

gift of the ideal of freedom and emancipation; Israel. whose 

God created the world and whose first fiat waa "Let there be 

light"; Israel. whose national career began in E87Pt in the 

first great human reTolution for freedoa and e111&11cipatioa. 

Light. ■7 friends, waa Ter7 dear to the heart 

of our people; hence so m&D7 of the tine ritualiBID of our 

faith ia built around the vabol of light. Our fore~ather■. 

wandering in the wilderness. were ooonanded b7 God to faahioa 

a menorah. a aeven-branohe4 oantlleatiok. whioh ■hall burn 

in the tabernacle. And another great symbol of our ~aith 

ia the 7 'l) h l J the perpetual light. the light that burn■ 

before our sacred ark da7 and night thrODghout the world. 

And we welcome our Sabbath. our beautiful 4a7 of peace and 

re■t. with the kindling of light■. our Rabbi■ caught the 

meaning of thia preponderance of light in our faith when the7 

■aid that Iarael was o011111anded to kindle a light out of oil, 

for oil 11711bolisea I■rael. When God ■aid ~nto the people. 

"And 7e ahall take unto 7ouraelTea pure oil for the burning." 

there was in it a Q'■tio ■JlllbOli■■. a referenoe to the life 
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hi8to17 and the deatin7 of our people. ~or the7 said, 

"Israel 18 likened unto oil. Juat &8 the oliTe doea not 

g1Te up its oil until it ia oruehed and beaten, so Iarael 

does not 71eld up the pure oil of the spirit until it ia 

beaten and crushed b7 wffering." 

Israel ie at ita beat when it 1• under the 

atreaa and dur••• of suffering and oppreaeion. !hen the 

Rabble said, "Iarael la likened unto oil. Just aa oil 

refuses to mix with all other liquid■, ao Israel refuaea to 

assimilate itself among all other people■." And laatl7. 

they aald. "Iarael la likened unto oil; for Just as oil 

giTe■ light unto men, ao Iarael g1Te■ light unto the 

nationa." "ne natioJJeehall walk in th7 light." !here ia 

in thia homil.7 of our ancient sage• a profound reading of 

Iarael'a hieto17. wet aa oil doe not mix with other 

liquid■, ao Iarael does not and dare not lose ita identit7 

among other people■• 

The ke7Dote of thia feetiTal of Chamkah, rA7 

friencla, is the preeenation of national 1nd1Tidualitz. But 

what was it that Juda■ Kaooabeu■ and hia Talien, brethern 

and the whole host■ of Iarael fought forT !he7 did not 

wage a war for territorial oonque■t. !be7 d14 not wage a 

war of a r•ion. !he7 fought to pr•••"• their i4ent1t7,-

th• apiritual and religious and cultural identity of Iarael 

in the midat of the ancient worll which threatened to engulf 

and abaorb the■. lu4•• ••• faoed 1th an inTaeion of a 

great ciTilisation whioh had ■uoh about it whioh •• ohar■ini 



and beautiful and attractiYe. but which ha4 alao muob in 

it that waa poisonou■ to the pure life of Iarael. The 

whole of A■ia eucoumbe4 to the influences of thia ciYilisa

tion. who• home wae Greece; and Ierael. encl~d by thee• 

people. waa 11.kewiae being ■wallowed up b7 this pagan 

ciYillsatioD of Bella■. But Ierael wanted to presene ite 

i4enti"7. to maintain its 1nd1Yidual1t7; Iarael wanted to 

be different and separate. I■rael remembered the 014 

phraee: "Iarael ia a people that muat dwell alou." An4 

ao the force■ of Israel aro•• in · reYolt. and for three 

long. dreadful years of conflict the7 etruggle4 agaln■t 

oYerwhelaing od4■ to preeene the•notit7 of their own 

peraonalit7, of their oWD aoul.--to be themeelYe■. 

Bow, friends, it la thie insistence of Israel 

upon being an 1n41Yidualit7 that baa brought down upon it 

all the hatred of accumulated animoaitie■ of the world. 

!hat ie wh7 Antiochu■ ■ought to destro7 Israel. Be had no 

particular grieYance againat the people except thia: that 

while all other peoples fell in wlth his aoheae of oon

aol14at1oD, of conaolidating hie eapire through eatabliah

MDt of a llDifora system of belief and faith and practice 

throughout the c011ntries OYer whioh he rule&. thia little 

people of Judea alone peraiete4 in challenging, in flaunting 

hill. You will recall the 014 plaint of Haman who, a few 

hundred 7eara befon Antiochu■ Bpiphane■, sought to 4e■tro7 

the children of Israel in Per■ia,--the ■elf-aame plaint. 

"Beholl," ■ail BBIIBD to the king, "here 1■ a peopl• who■• 



law■ and cueto• differ from that of all other people." 

"!hey are different." When Caligula, the Roll&D emperor. 

the lmpe~lal ma4 man. sought to make himself the worshipped 

deity of the great Roman empire. all the people• oTer whom 

the anaiea of Rome awayed yielded without murmur and 

pro■trated themselves in worshipping this imperial ID8-d■an 

a■ god. I■rael alone rehaed, and tbereb7. as it was once 

eo keenly stated, Israel aaTed the honor of the hlllllan race. 

beoauae Israel dared to be different. During the dark 

Kiddle Age■ • when the world diecoTered that it could not 

deetr07 Israel's will to be alone and different. the world 

■et about to make that indiTidualit7. which ought to be a 

badge of honor for all peoplee,--the world set about to 

make that individualit7 a brand of shame; and so the7 put 

a yellow badge upon the Jew and aa14, "Here, you wish to be 

different; we will make you an obJect of mockeey and taunt 

for all the world. and men will apit upon 7ou when they will 

••• you because you are different; and we will aegregate 

you in a filthy quarter of the cit7. place you in a ghetto 

because you will to be different." And the world held 

out to the Jew all the glitter, all the prise■ if but the 

Jew would aubmit to the ajorit7 and become like unto all 

other people■• 

Bat Iarael remained aindtul of the 014 

obarge: "I ■rael 1■ not to be like unto other people■." 

low. ■o ..... regard thi■ peraiatenoe aa a aort of a atiff

moke4De■■ • a aort of a ■tubbanm•••• Well, in a wq. it 
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1■. In our !alllud we are told that Israel was g1Ten the 

Torah; Iarael alone of all other people■• because the 

children of Iarael were "har4" an4 *bborn and perei•tent. 

It la the indiTidual. my friend•. who becomes the aaTior 

of mankind. It 1• the man who darea to stand alone who 

becomes the pathfinder of Mae hu1118D raoe. It ia the man 

who dare■ to riee aboTe the conTentiona and the preJudioea 

and the euperatitiona and the thoughts of hie 4a7. to rlae 

aboYe them and to atand alone. who become• the pillar of 

fire gQicling mankind through the lark night. It ia the 

prophet. the lonel7 IUll, the 1l8ll who mo•• but one thing. 

an4 that la the Tision which beokona hill. the ideal Which 

tantalises hill, the truth whioh pc,aseaae■ hill an4 who 

follows that whitheraoeT.er it 1ght lead hill awa7 fro■ the 
. 
.. ••••.--lt 1• the prophet who ultimatel7 bring■ the 

bemdiotion upon aankin4. An4 what is true of the 1DcliT14-

ual la true of groupa of people who haYe an 1nd1Y14ualit7. 

Onl7 thoae people■ haYe giYen apirihBl Taluea to aaokin4. 

onl.7 thoae people■ haYe ■erved the world who haYe dared to 

be themaelve• • . who in the midat of oorroaiYe, undermining 

and a■aimilat1Te fore••• per•ieted in retaining their 

UDiquene••• their own oharaoter.--thoae people■ alone were 

able to bequeath unto aant1D4 precioua legacie■ of cultural 

Yalu••• 

•o•. it la our fira ooDTiotion that I ■rael 

through force of character. retalaiug ita 1D41Ti4ual1t7. 

rema1D1ng ·"a different people" - for it 1■ oDl.7 1D that 
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••ne• thet we epe k of a "choaen people" - it 1■ I ■rael that 

succeeded in ■aving. in aalTagiDg ita faith for mankln4. 

Rad Iarael yielded to Antiochu■ Bpiphane■ back in the 4a7■ 

of the llaccabee■• Judaism would have ceased to exi■t; 

Chriatianit7 would neTer have appeared; Kohammedan1811 would 

neTer have arisen, and the three great religions which are 

today moulding the thought ■ and the liTea of two-thirda of 

mankind would never h&ve come to be the force in modern 

civilization which they now are. It is Israel's s'tubborn

neas, if you will. which sa~ed religion for the peoples of 

Europe. 

Bow we come down to the twentieth centuey 

an hi■toric individuality. !o4q the world is more or lea■ 

content to let us be. !he world has discOTered that it 

cannot break u■ or deetroy u■• and the world has no• reached 

a point in ita intellectual deTelopment where it ha■ learnel 

that the destruction of 1nd1T1dual1t7 1■ harmful to the 

progreas of mankind. The world ie now doing ita utaoat 

to preaerTe the aelf-determination ot peoplea and race■ 

and creed■ • !he world bas now learned that mankind •111 

foreTer be a JllOBaic made up of many a~one■ of many size■ 

and of many color■; that the 14eel of human life ia not 

uDlfor11it7 but unit7; not ■ameneaa and monotoJQ" but 

cooperatiTe effort on the part of all people■. And the 

world toda7 ia content to let the Jew be him■elt. But 

here la the trageq of the twentieth oentuX7: that we 9 our

•elT••• toda7 are begiDDing to yield; tbat •• ouraelTe■• 



are beginning to de■t~o7 our uniqueneaa; that we. ouraelTea, 

are beginning to aasiailate. 

Israel ia at its beat when it ia beaten an4 

cruahe4. said the Rabbi■• It is then that it g1Te■ 011 . 
. 

the oil of the spirit. the oil of aalTation. But Israel 

in prosperity. Israel in the midat of po6eessiona aDI. 

wealth and unboun4ed aabitiona. Ierael in the midst of a 

materialiatio. competitiTe worl4, 1■ an Israel that quict:17 

loaea its eenae of loyalty and its eenee of 4eTotion, and 

e are no longer 

leaders in the world, friend•. We ere prone to cop7, to 

imitate. • go throu h life apologetic. and we seek the 

protective coloration;•• want to waah out our diatinotive

neaa; we want to be like other people ao that we will not 

be recognised and 41fferent1at cl. • haYe come to look 

upon Jewish 1Dd1Tiduallty a■ a hand1oap rather than a■ a 

badge of honor, rather than aa of the Ter'7 essence of our 

life as a people. 

An4 that la a traged7. a trageq in a two

fold aenH. lirat. beoau■e this desire to waah ou1o••• 

oWJI peraonallt7, to lo■• one's own identit7, la a manlfee

tatlon of epirihal ■l•••r'7. of 1nfer1orlt7. of aelf-

depreoiatioa. lhen your forefather■ n4 mine were oowel 

and beaten and oruahed in me41eTal Europe. branded with 

the mark of Cain. orowded into dirt7 ghettoe■, bounded fro■ 

place to place; when their life waa i■poTeriahed aD4 

---

■tunlel, thq were pb7aical ■laTe ■, they were the pla7'h~ 
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of the whlma of tyrant■, but eplrltuall7 the7 were the■-

aelTe■ ; apirlhall7 the7 were free; spirituall7 the7 coulcl 

aa7, "!hou hast choaen ua fro■ aaongat all people■." 

Spirltuall7 the7 were .not merel.7 the equala but the 

8Uperiora of the people■ who dominated them ph7aloall7. 

!hey were free men even though their bodie■ an4 their 

phyaioal 11Te■ were ■hactlecl b7 a thouaan4 legialationa 

and law■ Whioh hampered the■ and reatriote4 the■. !he7 

mew the freedoa of being oneaelf; the7 did not oater 

aplrltuall7; they did not seek to placate the orld 

eplrituall7; they did not cringe before the culture of 

other people■. !hey bad their faith and their ideals and 

their standard■ of living and their culture and their 

literature. and in that world of their own they were prince• 

and king■. It gave the■ the atrength to endure and the 

patlenoe to carey on. But we, ln the midst of equalit7 

and freedom and proaperit7, we, 1D this desire to obliterate 

oureelve■, are giving evidence of a spiritual enalavement 

Which la, to my rd.D4, quite tragio. 

AD4 in the aeo~nd place, we are helping to 

de■tro7, oouoiouaqorv.noomoioual.7, that whioll mank1D4 

need■ ver7 Roh. Mankind nee411 Iarael toda7 eTen ■ore 

tham it needed Iarael two thousand 7eara age. It neeu our 

faith; it need■ our prophetic 14ealla■; lt nee4a our oon

oeptlona of the bolineaa of life and the purlt7 of life; it 

need■ the exalllJ)le of a group 11Tlng and endurlDg for the 

■au of 14eal■ in ■plte of all the hardahipa and the terron 

_,_ 



of life. 

Dr. Soheohter. 'Who for years waa bead of 

the Jewish !heologioal Se■ina%7 of De• York Cit7.ia one of 

hia eaaa7a. baa thie to aa7 about the trageq of Jewiah 

aeslailatioD. He saye: "l'hat I understand by assimilation 

1• loss of 1dent1t7. It la this kind of assimilation, with 

the terrible conaequences, that I have dreaded moat, eTen 

more than pogroma. It is a tragecly to••• a great, ancient 

people, diatinguiahed for its lo7alt7 to the religion of 

ita forefather■• to its aacred law, losing itaelf eYeJ7 

day by the ere proceaa of attrition. It ia a tragedy to 

••• a language held saore4 b7 all the world .. which 

eerve4 as the depoaitor7 of Israel's greateat and beat 

thought■• doomed to obl1Tion. It ia a tragedy to see the 

d9ecendent■ of tho•• who revealed religion to the orld 

and who developed the greateet religious literature in 

exiet nee, eo little familiar with real Jewish thought 

that they have no other interpretation to offer of Iarael' ■ 

■oripturea. Israel's religion, or Iarael'a ideal■ and 

aapirationa and hopea than thoae auggeated b7 their natural 

opponent■, alaTiahl.7 following their opiniona. copying 

their phra••• and repeating their idiou. 

aocueing aJQ"bod7, "eai4 Dr. Soheoter, "I aa 0Dl7 etating 

faot■. We are helpleaa apeetaton of the Jewiah soul 

wa■ting awq before our Ter'7 e7••·" 

•o• 1n tbe twentieth oentuq, rq fr1en4■• 

we ahall haTe to wa • the aame battle that .Tula■ Maccabe• 
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waged in the eecond centur7 before the common era.and I 

i pray to God that hi■ victory ma7 be oura. !he situations 

--------

! 

I 

! 

are exactly the aame; the conditions are exactly the same. 

In ancient Judea our fathers faced assimilation with 

Hellenism. which offered them as marq attraotiona and aa 

man7 rewards aa our Western European civilization of.fer• ua, 

their deacendents, toda7. The7 were offered equalit7; the7 

were offered nrosperit7; they were offered an attractive 

[ culture and philoaoplq and art, AJld ma~ of thea euooumbe4 

to teaptatioD; ma117 of them left ,the :fold of their faith 

I 

I 

I 

i 

I 

and· their people and caat in their lot with HelleDia. 

!he aelf-aame situation confronts ue toda7, an4 the battle 

which we have to wage--not a battle of ■word• but a battle 

of spirits, from no• on ia Just this: whether Israel will 

remain a 41■t1nct1ve unit, a 41et1notive cultural unit in 

the rorl4. aa a potent, vigorous. creative force. as a unit 

which haa a mission, a purpoae to aerve, an ideal to 

eatubliah. or whether gradually. through this procesa of 

attrition and assimilation. through a growing indif ference. 

through a destruction of 41aoipl1ne. through the laxit7 

which ia iDYading ever7 department of our Jewish life. 

we will slowl.7. elowl.7 but aurel7. auo01Ulb to the force■ 

of coaqueat. 

And that great phraae omaea to 'fl7 ■1J14: 

"Soun4 the alara l" We are JIO longer faoed b7 eneale• 

without. !be7 have failed to deatro7 ua. If Israel--

[ God forfen4--w1ll ever be deetro7e4, it will be not b7 the 
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world without but b7 Israel within. It will be ouraelTea 

who will deatro7 oureelTe■. It will be a tragic national 

auioide. And our age, IQ' friends, with 1te indifference 

and its laxity; ita love of comfort and of plenty; it• 

unwillingneaa to be different. ia preparing the •&7 for 

this nations.l suicide and aes1m1lat1on. 

AS we kindle the Che.nukah lights, friends, 

let ua kindle anew. one by one. the light of loyalty, the 

light of 4eTot1oa, the light of conaeoration. the light of 

faith, the light of ateaclfaatneae. Let ua kindle a great 

enthueia• for hiatorio Taluea. for hietorio assooiationa. 

for hiatorio purpo•••• •hioh 111 keep ue and our ohilclren 

ateadfa■t. perai~tent, atiff-mokel. if 7ou will. "bar&" 

and etubborn in the midet of a orl4 whioh ia supreael7 

a■e1m1lat1Te of all 1ildiT14llal1'7. 
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l •cJJU,Jlfll or LIGB'!." 

A C!bmmJrab rmaa 

Bil I ABBA HILLBL SILVD 
DECK 5th.1926,CLEVELAJID 

!be teat1Tal ot tr1enda, 1• a1111'bol1se4 b7 light, 

the kindling ot taper• 1n lncreaalng lmDNr through the eight daya ot the 

teatlnl. It 1• very appropriate that thia hollda.Y, ot 11 hol14qa, ahcnlld 

be a711ibo11se4 'b.f light. You will recall the legend. bo• upon entering the 

aanctuar., which bad been deaeorate4 'b.f the boat• ot the ~ian inYadara, the 
• 

IAlftlcleat to born in the aanctuar., bQt one day, w.t through a mlraculou 

potenc7 1t llllrMd the e~ht 4'v• ot the teatlftl. It wu a light that did net 

You will recall the other legend which tell• tha, upon tha 

enterlDg of the aanctu17 tbe7 found • ~t epeara whloh the deteate4 enem;r .. 
ett 1n lta lmrr1e4 departue from tm cit7, and t t Judah took the•• eight 

apeara and tvnecl each one of t 

the darkened aanctuary. 

into a torch ao that the7 ga..-. light in 

'?bat, to rq mind, la an eTen more charming legend than tha • 

flrat, tor lt aeema to be pnpbetlc ot the whole deatliv and career ot Iarul, -

th1a beating ot norcla into plow~• and apeara lnto t~l hta. Ll ht la 

approprla'•l.7 the •1111bol ot thla teatlTal, for the teatlYal ooramemorat•• 

f reedame and freed la alwqa •11Dbollsed 1n ll&ht. OUr on Statu. of Llbert7 

hold.a aloft the namtng torch, and it 1• perbapa n-q lllml.7 that tba light ot 

tha, torch wblch 111 lu• the free people ot thla land. wu bo1T01re4 tlOlll 

the light ot the barnbg 'bub ~etore which o•• - a nwldloa and hear4 

the vole• aa,lllc, "Go forlh and laa4 rq people ou ot ■l&ft1'7 lnto tnea.. • 

JncJ. it la not mt ot the•&¥ to •~ that the light of ,hla torch that ah1M1 

tha gnat harbor, the portal ot the ew orl4. wu borroN4 tna '1le llch' 

Judah u. Yaooue• lda41e4 1n ,m clarbne4 HDChU'71 tor larul pw ,. 
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l'D8Dktn4 the ldft of tba ldeal at frM4am and emanclpatlon, Iarale, •ho• Qod 

c a\e4 the world and whoa• flral flat waa •Let ther be Light•; Israel, wboN 

n Honal career began in Egypt in the tlrat great hmnNl reTolutlon tor freeb 

and emanclpatlon. 

Light, rq frlenda, wu Tery dear t the be&Tt of oar people; 

hence ao many of the tine rltuall of our ta.1th la buJ.11 aroad the Qlllbol of 

light. Our forefathers, anderlng ln the wllclerneaa, re COIIIDaDded. by God 

to taahlcm a menorah. a Nftn-branche4 candl.eallolt. which ahall burn 1n 

the tabernacle. And another great aynibol of our f a.l th la the 

/ the perpetual light, the light that burna betore our aacn4 ark dq and nighl 

throughout the world. And •• nloame our bbathe our lteau.tltul ot peace 

a d reat, •1th tba k1ndllng of llghta. Our b la caught the meaning of 

thla preponderance of light lD our fa.1th when Uley aaid that Ianal wu oommende4 

to ld.ndl.7 light out o oil, tor oil •n'oll••• Iaraal. n God aald unto the 

people, •And ye shall taka im.\o yourNlfta ~• oll tor the burning," there 

aa ln lt a IQ'atlc Qlllboll , a reference to t lite h1ato17 and the deat~ 

of our people. or they aid, •1 rul la lllm•4 unto oll • .Jul aa the ollTe doe• 

not glTe up lta oil ,mtll it la oruahe4 and beaten, ao Iara.el doea not 7leld l1P 

the pure oll of the apirlt witll it 1a beaten and cru1-4 bJ suffering.• 

Ianel la at lta beat when it 1• under the atreaa and dur••• of 

IIUfterlnc and oppreaalon. n the Rabbia aide "Iarul la llkened unto oil. 

Ju.at oil r•fua•• to mu with all other llqu1da, ao Iarul r 

/ aa■imll t• ltMU ODg all other peoplH.• And laat'l1', tbe7 ■ald"I■rael 11 

lllmne4 UDto oil; for Jut aa oll gl'Y • light •to men, ao Ianel g1Yea li&ht •to 

the natlona." •!m na,lona aball alk ln t~ light." ~ l in thl• homil7 

of oar ancleat NP• a ,,.tm4 Nading of IarM11• hlato17. Juat • oll doe• 

I 
not m1.X wlth other llquicla, ao Iarael doN not dare not loat lta lclentl,7 

-none other people1e 

The kqnote of thl• f eatl ft.l of Cbennlcab, -, trlen4a, la \hi 

,109 q[ pallopal lJl41JMpa\llY1 ht wba, - 1\ \ , J'14aa •111CKS&bfta 
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and hla Tallent brethern and thl whole hoata ot Iarul fought tor? The7 did 

not •a«e a war tor territorial oonqueat. Tbe7 did not •ace a war of acgreaaloa. 

!hay fought to i:reaene their idantit7, - the spiritual and religious and cultural 

1dent1t7 of Iarul 1n the midat ot the ancient world which threatened to engulf 

and abaorb them. Judea wu faced with an invaaion ot a great cl vilization 

which had much about it which waa chazimlxe and beautiful and attract1••• but 

hich had also much in it ,._ that waa polaoD0\18 to the pun lite ot Iarael. The 

whole ot_ Aaia. mocumbed to the intluencea ot thia ciHllsatlOD, w •• home 

. u Gneoe& and Iarael, enclaved b7 tbeae people, waa 11lanr1ae bein« nallowed 

up b7 thla paean c1nl1sal1on ot Rella.a. But Iara.el wanted to preaene lta 

ldentlt7, to maintain ita indindual.it71 Iarul anted to be different and 

eparate. Israel remenibered the old phrue 1 "Iara.el la a people that mut 

dwell alone. And ao the toroN of Israel, aroN 1n reToll, and tor three long 

drea4tu17eara of contl.lc, the7 atruggled aca1,nat overwhelming odda to 

pnNl'ft the aanatlt1 of their on peraonal:lty, ot their on. aoal, - to be 

theJDNlft■• 

• frt.en4a, lt 1• thl• inalatenoe ot Iarael upon being an 

1ncllvicluallt7 that ha■ brc,gght down upon lt &l.l the latn4 of aocumul.a\e4 

an1moa1tlea of the world. That ia •ey tiochua ■ought to daatro7 Iarul. 

Re bad no particular grieTanoe again■t the people except th1■ 1 tba, 

whil all other people• tell in with hi• acheme of conaolldatlon, of 

co olidating hi• empire through eatabllahment of a 111llfona 97at• of 

belief and tal th and praotioe throughout the countrl•• oTer which be ruled. thl• 

little people of JAIi Judea alom pera1a,e4 1n ahallengln&, ln nmmting 

him. You will reoal.l thl old plaint ot Haman who, a few lmadn4 7ean 
. 

before Antlochu ~lphanea, aought to cwatro7 the ohllclnn ot Iara.el 1D Penla,-

tba aelf-Ullle plaint. "Behold," said Haman \o the ld.ng, "hffe 1a a people whoN 

1- and oua,oma dltfer from tha, of all other people.• "!hQ are 41ttennt " 

D Ca11pla, the llOID&D empenr, the lmperlal ma4 -. •ought ,o maD bi■Nlt 

\be wonb.lppel 4•1'11 of ,i. peal Reem empire, all the peoplN o-nr wbolll 
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the arrd.ea ot ._. n8.794 7leldecl tho\lt 111U11111r 8ll4 pro \rated t 

worahlppt.ng t 1 imperial madmaD • god. I rul alo re e4. 

• lTea la 

d thenb7, 

• II waa oace ao lrNnl.7 a\ '-4. Iara.el eawd the honor of the human race, 

beoauae Iarael dared to be different. ing the dar l dl ·-•P•• wheD ti. 

orld di•covered that it coul no\ deatro7 Israel'• 11 to be alone and 

diff rent. the orld ae\ a out \o .__, t t lndivl lty, hich o'Ught to be 

a badge of honor for all peoplea, - the orld e\ about to make that ln.dl-Yldu.allt7 

a brand of ahame; and so tbaJ put yellow badge upon the Je and as.id. "Here, 

ou wlsh to :t>e difterent& we will make you an obJect of ckeey and taunt 

or all tbs worl and n will plt upon you when thq 111 e• ou becauae 

you are dlfteren\1 and e will aegr a,e 7ou in a tilth-, quarter of the clt71 

place you 1n a ghetto bee uae you will be ~terent." d thl world he14 

out to th Jn 1 the gll ter, all the prl••• U' 'bllt the J would mbml\ 

to t orlty d co llka unto all ot r i,eQli■• 

But Iarael rema.tued mln4tol. ot t 014 cbarp s • Iarael la 

not to be 11.lm uato . other people • • o • aome N ar4 'hi• per■1a,nM aa 

aon of a Ill ■\lft-uclmcl.Maa, or, of a atu.bbonme••• ,ell, 1n • , l\ 

la. In our !almwl are told t Iarael • lftD the Torah& I rael alone 

of all other peopl••• be~w• the chlldl-en o larul were bar• and atubborn 

and peralat nt. It 1 the 1nd1ndual, rq frlenda. who 'becom • the 1aTlor ot 

mankln It l t ho • to tand alone who bee • the p tbtlnder 

oft bnman race. It ia t who darea to riN above the convention 

d t preJudicea and t~ super tlt1ou and the thaugbta of h1• ~. to r1N 

hove them and to atand alone, ho 'beccaea tbe pill of tire gdcling 

rnankln« thro \be .......,,.,.. ..... -~t. It 1• the prophet. \ lo 17 

• know• 'bo.t OD1 th1 • tha, 1• the viaion which NCPtO • \he ideal 

h1ch tant.albea the tn\h which po••••••• h1a &ad who tollOlra tha, 

whit raoe-nr 1\ might 1 a4 h1m aw from thll ••• - lt la ti. rop t who 

ult te 1 brl \ benedlc,lon on mankind. And what 1• \rue ot the 
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tndivldual 1• tnw grou..pa of people who haTe an 1nd.1Tlcbialt,y. On17 ,ho .. 

opl•• baTe glTen 1r1tual v 

the arld wlio have dared to 

• to rnanld , on~ thoM peo le• •• Nne4 

themael•••• who ill ,i. mid.at of corro■lTe, 

undelmin1ng and aaalmlla\lft ore••• peralate4 ill re\alnlng tbllr uniquna••• 

\belr on cbarac,er, - ,ho .. people• alone were bl• to bequeath unto mankind 
. 

preciou legaclea ot cultural Y8l.uea. 

l •• lt l our fµ,n conTiction that Israel through force of 

ch-3?-acter, retaining ita 1ndlvid lity, r !'t ining,.& ditferent people" - for lt 

ia only in thal ••nae th, e ape of & "choaen people• - it 1• Iaraal 

bat suoceede4 1n aaYing, 1n aal.Yaglng lta faith for mankind. Had Iarul 

7lel4e4 to Antiochua lpbanea back in the • of the Jaocabeea, Jud&i• 

ould have c .... 4 to ez1a,, Chrlatianit7 would neTer baTe appeared; ohamn dani• 

ould nenr ban arl••n. and the three great rel1g1ou which an to~ moul.41.Dg 

the thought• and the 11••• of two-third.a of mankind -a. .. L..Ld nenr he.Te come ,o be the 

tore• ln moci.n c1T111sa,1 which they w • It la Iarael'a atubbornneaa, 

lf you wlll, which e&ftd. rellgl• for the people• of 

o come down to the tnntle\h cen'11171 an hlatorlc lnd1Tlcbiallt7. 

odq '11.e world la mor or leaa coatent to let ua be. !he world baa dlaoonre4 

th:a.l 1 t cannot U'ealt ua or daatro7 ua, and the world baa ll01' nube~ a poln.t 

1n lta intellectual dnelopnent wh e it baa learned. that the deatruotloa of 

1ndln.duallt7 l• barmtu1 to tba progreaa of manldnd. !l!ha world la DOW doing lta 

utmoat to IIJ preaern the ••lf-deHNlnal lon of people■ an4 raoea and ere a.. 

world bu no• 1 ~4 that maruclnd will toreTv be a moaalc made up ot ID8D1 aton• 

of DlaD1' alNa and ot m • coloraa that the 1 al of bmM-n 1 • 1• not un1formlt7 

ba.t unit11 1111 not aamem•• and monotorq but cooperatlw efforl on the part ot 

all peoplea. And the world todq l• content to let the Jn be himaelf. But 

bare la the trag9q ot the tnntlelh centur,s that , ouraelwa, loclq 

beg1nninc to 7l•lcJ.. that ••• ourMlfta an beginnins to deatro7 oar unlqueuaaa 

that we, OVMl w-. are beglmiing to aaaimll Me 

Ianel la al lta 'bea, when it la 'bealen d cruhad, aald U. 
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1•• It 1 t 1en that 1 t gl • 011. the oil of t aplrlt. the oll of 

• vatlon. But I rael 1n proeperlty, I r 1 in the 1 t of po eealona and 

th and unbounded hitiona, Iarael 1n the i d t of terl llatlc, 

c titlve orld. ls Ir 1 t t quickly lo lt• sense ot 107 lt7 d lt• 

• ae of de'Yotion_ and quicJc17 1nl to cop7, to lmlto.te. • no l0ng9r 

orld. trlenda. e e prone to copy, to lm1 tate. '• go 

t ough llt apolo tlc, and e ee the protect1Ye coloration: t to 

.. .,.. ...... out our di tlnotlYe e: e ant to be 1 other people o t .t e 111 

to look on J 1 h 

1v1duDJ.1ty ae Mndicap rt t a badge of honor, ther t ot 

t very eaeenoe of OGr lite aa people 

1n t fold enae. lr t, 

ec ,bla a1re to uh ou on •• o peno lt7& ,o lo e one• o 

1dent1ty. la 1r1 1 ~. ~ IPI 1nferlorlt7, of 

aelf. r• tlon. n :,oar for. atbera d beaten 

d ornahed in dJ.eTal ia .. ,,.I\T\ 

d1nJ pttoea, houn •4 from l to pla.ce; l n 

ot n. crowded lnto 

lr 11 e •aa 

atunt de they were p}valc 1 1 •• t y ere the pla7thi 

veriabecl 

ot tbe 

aMl&lt ot tyr ta, ba.t 1r1tw 11.y they were th lYe I lrit 11.y they ere 

tree1 lritually th~ could a t cho en ua tram am:>Mat 1 p o 1 ••" 

JIPllliX lrltually t w re not meNl.7 th e uala 'bllt the auperlora ot the 

pl• o dominat d t p)valcal~. y en tree men ewn hough their 

bodle• and tbalr hyal live 

1 r trlcted t • ;, lmn the fN 4om of be 

oneaelf1 they d~d , c ter 

aplrituall.71 \h y d not er 

4 their 11.terahn and 1n t 

ld ot 

Mfon t culture of ot 

rld f \h lr o ,m7 w prlno•• 

But •• 1n ,he 14n of equl.l~- d tree.a- __ .,. 
~ ..,... IWMI. proaper1,y, ••• 1n thla dealn 
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to ob11t te our lTe■, are iv Ti . • of ir1 

1 • to te tr le. 

.And in the co d pl • e help to dee•roy, cmaciou.aly 

• 

tod,q enn o than lt neeu4 I■r 1 t thouaand yeara ago. It nae our 

t th; lt e4a ov pro hetlc 1 1 ; 1, 

boll u o 1 e url yo 11 I lt • t le o a group 11T 

and en4ur 

ot lite. 

1nary 

tna,~iy of Jew1 

l loaa 

• 

lent 

to~a, ra. to lta aac 1 • 

for 

ot 

lte of 11 t 

• 
I 

it lt Ver:/ 

t 

H.J,".._.. . p and the terron 

l■h ologlcal 

lt t ta-rlble n-

,o 

ty tot r 1 ioa t lta 

the r prooe of 

1~ held aore4 or14 -

ich aene4 t poaito17 o I 

obl1 vlon. I t 1• tr dy to t 

tot orld who ftlope4 

ao little f llar with real J 1 

aaplr tlon ho . ,~ t 0 

ollow thelr oplnlona, oopy t 

am not wualng " d Dr. • 
helpl••• apen '°"oft 

1ll t 

the. ,,1 ' 

ce r &led rel ioa 

tun 1D ex1 tence, 

n no o,ber lnterpn tloa 

1 1 ■ el 101D1 or lerM1 1 ■ DD l 

a,ed by t 1r t!lr ~ nta, ri~ 

1r hr • th 11' l dl • I 

eta-• I only t ' tul■• 

' ~ .• 
• trt. ..... to 

"117 ore t 

en. d I to God t hla not017 e our■• al ,1ou an...,,~ 
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t sane; the conditi • aao\l.7 the ume. In anc1ent Judea ow father• 

faced 1m11aticm 1th Hell............. h1ch oftara4 t aa mazq ttrao\iou and 

nuuiv re ar4a aa our : et.-n opean cl Tills tlon ofter• u, the 1r deaoendenta, 

todq. The7 ere ottered IQB,11t11 they re ottered proaperlt11 the7 re 

off r 4 an ttract1"f culture phlloaopbJ and an. And !DaQ1' of tha auoc,:a'bed 

ta teq,t tlon; of t le1't the fold ot their faith and their people and 

t in t air lot 1th 4ellen1 • ... self- situation confront• ua toda¥, 

• d the ttle hioh e be.Te to age - not a battle ot sword.a DO.ta battle of 

p1r1ta. from no on ia just tbla1 whether Iara.el will remain a dlatinctlTe unit, 

a d1ot1nct1•• cultur unit 1n the world, potent, vigoroua, ere t1Te force, 

unit h1.ch a. misalcm, a purpo • to BerTe, an ideal lo e■tabll•h. or 

hether ~..,...,17 thro th1a proce•• of attritioa and aa■1mllatlon, through 

o 1 

laxity 

0~ 

fer nee, tbr h a deatructlon of d.iaolpllne, through the 11111 

inftA:11 TffY d part nt of ow Jew1ah life, •• will alow~, 

ly, 8\JCUWIIU to tlw fore • of Ce!!~~~ 

t .w1A.1:. pliraN oomea o 1Dd1 "Soun4 the alanaJ• e 

no l~~ faNI '1W •auM~• wit • ~1 ha: falle4 to daatNJ u. It 

I 1 - God forfend. - will ~nr be daatro7ecl. 1t will be not by ti. world 

wit bllt b7 Israel 1 thin. It w111 ~ ovael wa ho will deatr07 ounel Tea. 

It 11 be tragi tlonal au1c1de. And ov , rq fr1mda, with 1 ta 

1n tferenc its laxlt1, 1ta love ot com:ton and of plent71 ita ,mwlll 1npe•• 

to <ll:tf rent. la repar t w93 for th1• national ■uiolu and a■aimil tlma. 

e kUIQIJ· U. Chanakab llghta, friend■, let u■ ldndle anew, oae 

b7 o • t 1 ht l~al'7,tba light of devo\lon_the light of conaecr tion,thl 

1 t of f'aithe the l hi of teadtaab.ea•• Lei u ld.ndl.J a great entlm.al tor 

h1 \or c v • tor hi tor1c cl t1ona.tor hlatorlo purpo ••• which wlll b-i, 

ua mid om- children at•adtut,peralaten.t. atltt-ucJm4. lt 70U •111, "harcl" and 

■tub rn in t lda\ ot a world hich la wpremel.7 almll tin of all lndiTldualit7. 




