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It ia difficult, of course, to take a brief 

aegment of eternal time,-7a year, and describe the progreaa 

of aankind within that short period. Human progress moves 

in larger c7clea than that; the pendulllJll of human progreaa 

describes wider area. Again, it la quite difficult to make 

a auinar7 of human progresa baaed on those event• Which, 

because of their apeo'laelllar character, were brought to the 

attention of the public through the public preaa or other 

channels of information. It would be ver7 misleading were 

7ou to draft a statement of human progress during the year 

1926 based on the front page news of a newspaper, because 

what 7ou find on the front page of your newspaper, that ie 

what you find in the vital news of the day; it la not a 

record of human progrese but a record of human goa•lp; it 1a 

the things which, for the moment, intrigue the interest of 

men and women, that find their manifestation and their 

accouncementa in our preaa,--the crime of the aeneational 

character, the notorioua trials and divorce■. 

But the real progress of the world, friend■, 

la made up of those microaoopio truth■ which the quiet men 

and women in the laboratorie■ of the world and in the hall■ . 
~ . 

of ■tu47A quietl7, unoatentatioual7, 41aoover and add to the 

•••eta of the human race. If 7ou wiah to make a real 

inventory of mankind' ■ gain■ during 1926 7ou woul4 have to 

go to the book■ that were written and to the ■oientiflo 
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discoveries that were made, and to the successful experiment■ 

which were recorded, and to the art and the music and the 

fine literature which was written, and to the fine social 

legislation which was adopted during the year. Those thing■ 

represent real progressive human achieTementa. And it ii, 

of course, very difficult at the present time, being so near 

to the year which has juat closed. to make an inventorJ', to 

take stock of these infinite, I belieTe minute. achievement• 

of the past year. You know, for example, that in the 

scientific field the year 1926 has witnessed maneloue 

advances, ao marvelous that the7 succeeded eve• in getting 

onto the front page of our newapaper,--trana-Atlantio 

broadcasting has been perfecte4, and trans-oceanic telephon

ing, the Borth Pole was twice conquered during the year. 

one b7 a dirigible and another b7 an airplane. Some great 

scientist discovered a new and marvelous ray of strange 

poteno7 and rare power, Which ma7 mean great things for the 

human race. In the science of medicine we have read from 

time to time reports of distinctive contribution■ to the 

field of human therapeutic■. And so in the fields of 

chemistry, ph7aioe, engineering. We . have made rapid progress. 

Just what we are going to do with all these 

■oientifio diacoTeriea, it ia difficult to aa7; Ju.at where 

all this ia leading ua to, it is hard to sa7; whether all 

theae D'llllleroue inventions will increase human happineaa it 

ia difficult to aa7. !here are some who fear that theae 

ver, diacoTeriea ma7 aome da7 deatro7 the human race; that 
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our power of self-control is lagging far behind our power 

of maater7 over the forces of nature; or, in other worda, 

that our spiritual and our moral development is far behind 

our intellectual or scientific development, and that some 

da7 mankind may be overwhelmed by the very power which hie 

mind has let loose in societ7. 

Be that as it ma7, the year 1926 has marked 

a stead7 advancement in the field of scientific thought and 

development, but not so in the field of human relationship• 

and international relationships. The year 1926 baa proved 

rather a disappointment as far as the hopes of international 

reconciliation and international peace are concerned. After 

much wrangling Germa:DJ' last September entered the League of 

Batiou. That eeema to be the one outstanding achievemem 

for the cause of eanit7 in Burope during the past year. But 

as a result of Germany's entrance into the Leagae Spain an4 

Brazil withdrew from the League. !he preliainar7 conference 

on diaarmamem which was called under the auspice■ of the 

League of Bationa resulted in nothing. That conference soon 

encountered such hurdles of obstaolee which it could not 

manipulate. And so the hope of simultaneou■ and universal 

diaarmament, if onl7 partial, on the part of the nation• of 

the world, has again been long deferred, and in the meantime 

that viciou■ competition in armament is going on apace all 

over the worl4, and eepeciall7 among the great and the 

determining po•r• of the worl4. 

Laat .Taauaq the Uni'ted States Senate votea 
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that the United State ■ should enter the World Court. !bat 

was a distinct gain. But due to the many reservations with 

which this admission •a wrrounded, the nations of Europe 

practically refused to admit the United States into the 

World Court on those term■ , and so that victory turned into 

a defeat. Europe to4ay ls in the grip of dictatorships 

of one kind or another, little or big. The latest dictator

ship to be added to the great list is that of the dictator

ship of Pilsudski in Poland. !wo-thirda of the peoples of 

Europe today are ruled not b7 parliament but by men who 

seized power and are ruling at the moment. The arch didator 

of Europe today, llu.aaolini, baa had hie life thrice in danger 

b7 aaaassin■, and thrice baa the freedom of the Italian 

peoples been tightened even more rigorousl7. Bow long the 

Italian people will be satisfied to have their freedom 

denied them reJ1&ina to be ■e••• But it ia clear to~ 

obserTing student of histor7 , t~•tthe dictatorship of Ital7, 

as well as the dictatorship in all other countries where it 

now aeems entrenched, 1a traveling the old historic road, 

beginning in triumph■ and swift Yictoriea and ending in 

blood and terror and traged7. 

The year 1926 saw China turn into a seething 

ca•ldron of conflict and unre■t. China, a people of nigh 

•nto four hundred million aoul■, has been exploited, abused 

and bled by the ■ercena17 peoples of Burope for nigh onto 

a hundred 7ear■, and the Chine■• are todq beginning to 

clamor for their right■ of self-determination. !he national• 
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lat aplrit baa been aroused and a great bitternea■ against 

foreigner■ has been engendered. Strikes and bo7cotts anl 

armed conflicts have been the order of the day in China, 

some of the nations of Europe oontributing to the confusion 

b7 massacre and bloodshed. Sooner or later the foreigner• 

will have to get out of China, Ju•t as sooner or later the 

foreigner• will have to get out of all these so-called 

backward countriea, who are backward onl7 towards their 

industrial exploiter■. But that process of cleansing each 

nation from foreign exploitation will be a process stained 

in blood and marred with uglineaa. 

!he United States was generally unsuccessful 

in its diplomatic activities during the year l926,--sadl7 so. 

I pointed out that we failed to enter the World Court. We 

failed in another situation where tact and wisdom might 

have won for ua great preatige,--in the !aona-Arica arbitra

tioD matter. In that matter we bungled, with the result that 

we left thia outstanding problem of the Pacific, the atnggle 

between Chill and Pen, with Bolivia as a third and ver7 

much interestea part7, concerning a stretch of land on the 

Pacific coast which is vital to all three partiee,--we have 

left that problem, a delicate problem, unsolved and irritating, 

and our prestige has auffered among the Latin-America• 

republioa. 

We have threatened and bullied Mexico. Of 

that I spoke last week; and•• have come to a deadlock, a 

deadlock fraught with extreme menace, a aituatioD loaded with 



dJUamite. The Mexican government ia 100~ right and the 

American goTernment in its relations to Kexioo within the 

last year has been 1O0~ wrong; and· it is astounding that the 

President of the United States found it neceesa?7, during 

the last week, to aek the American people to giTe him a 

blanket endorsement of his foreign policies, to stand behind 

the administratJ.on in its foreign policy actiTitiee. One 

wonders wh7 the American people should be asked to indoree 

foreign policies which are distinctly hostile to the 

principles of America. Are we to criticize our government 

when its policiee touching national affairs are wrong? And 

thus be restrained from criticizing our government when its 

policies touching international affair■ are wrong? Are we 

to sa7. "117 State .Department, ,right or wrong~T Or are we 

to sq•• free American citizens, when our governnent 

purBUea policiee unwise and unjustifiable, that•• do not 

approTe of theaT !be American people is now sa~ing through 

ita spokesmen and its leaders and its press that it doe ■ 

not approve of cowering and browbeating a free and aoTereign 

people, a neighboring people which ia trying to regain 

control of its own natural resources without denying a!J¥ 

foreigner or a117 foreign oompa~ its righta, and without 

confiscating an inch of its propert7 or a dollar of ita 

inTestment. 

We have b~ngled and are bungling in Bicaragua. 

We are mixing into quarrels which are not oura, and our 

preatige is nffering both in Latin America, in Central 
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America. and in Europe. And the last year has seen an eTen 

more serious situation in the Phillppinea. where our rule 

bae been less successful last year than in almost &Jl7 • 

previoua year. our role ae the benefactor of mankind. aa 

moral leader of nations, seems to be accepted today nowhere. 

!here ia an opportunit7, as I see 1~, for ua to regain our 

■oral leadership in the world, if we have the courage and 

the vision. On December 9th Senator Borah introduced in 

the United States Senate a resolution towarde the outlawr7 

of war, the sanest, the most practical, and therefore the 

moat far-visioned resolution on the subject of international 

peace and the establishment of permanent peace among nationa, 

that has yet been introduced. !hie resolution aims to cut 

out the whole system of war b7 outlawing war, by declaring 

war a crime, Just aa we have declared in our statutes that 

11Urder is a crime. 

!he resolution of the Senator read■: 

"Whereas war ia the greatest existing menace 

to aociet7 and has become ao expensive and destructive that 

1, not only cauaea atupendoua burden• of taxation now 

afflicting our people. but threatens to engulf and destro7 

clvilisatioa, an4 

"Whereae civilisation haa been marked in it■ 

upward trend out of barbari■a into ita present condition b7 

the development of law and court■ to aupplan, method■ of 

violence and force. anl 

"Wher••• the geniu■ of civilisation baa 
_,_ 
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discovered but two methods of compelling the settlement of 

human disputes, namel7, law and war, and therefore in 8D7 

plan for the compulsor7 settlement of international con

troversies we must choose between war on the one hand and 

the process of law on the other, and 

"Whereaa war between nations baa always been 

and ■till 1■ a lawful institution, ao that a!JT nation ma7, 

with or without cause, declare war against a~ other natioa 

and be strictly within ita legal right■, and 

"Whereas we must ·recognise the fact that 

resolutions or treaties outlawing certain methodll of killing 

will not be effective so long as war itself remains lawful, 

and that in international relationa we must have not rule■ 

and regulations of war but organic lawe against war, 

"Bow, therefore, be ft resolved that it is the 

view of the Senate of the United State• that war between 

nations should be outlawed aa an institution for means for 

the settlement of international controversies b7 making it 

a public crime under the law of nation■, and that eveey 

nation should be encouraged b7 solemn agreement and treat7 

to bind itaelt to indict and punish its own international 

war breeder■ or in■tigatora and war profiteer■• under powers 

■illilar to thoae conferred upon our Congreaa unc1er Article 

1, Seotioa 8 of our federal con■titution, which clothe■ 

Congreaa with the powr to define and pllBi■h offenaea against 

the la• of nationa. 

"Be it further reaolve4 that a code of inter• 
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national law of peace. baaed upon the outlawing of war, on 

the principle of equality and justice between all nations. 

amplified and extended and adapted and brought down to date. 

should be created and adopted. Second. that with war out

lawed. a .1udicial substitute for war should be created, or, 

if existing in thought. adapted and adjusted la one ·fora or 

another, of an international court moleled on our federal 

Supreme Court in ite ~riadiction for controversies between 

our sovereign atatea. Such court shall poaeesa affirmative 

~riediction to hear and decide. all purely international 

controveraiea, as defined b7 the code or arising out of 

treatiea, and its Juatice shall not be enforced by war under 

a117 name or under~ form whatever, but shall have the same 

power for their enforeement as our federal Supreme Court. 

namel7. the respect of all enlightened nation■ for Judgments 

reating upon open and fair inve■tigation and impartial 

deciaiou, the agreement of nations to abide and be boun4 

by BUch judgments and the compelling po•r of enlightened 

public opinion." 

Bow, to rq mind, this ia the real ■olution 

of the problem of war, and all others are makeshift■• !he 

Worl4 Court and the League of Bation■ and a~ similar agency 

le a makeahift, until the funlamental act of outlawing war, 

of declaring it a crime, la adopte4 and made part of the 

organic law of aaulnl. 

Bow, thia ia an .Merican idea. !hie idea of 

o•tlawing war••• evolved in the beai m1n4a of the Americu 

. 
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people, and this may become our great contribution to the 

peaoe of the world; and had we the courage, the vision to ', 

take the leadership in this work, as I am afraid•• haven't, 

we would be placing ourselves in the van of moral leadership. 

Bad I the time I would speak at greater 

length about our conditions at home. We have had a year of 

comparative prosp·eri t7, --not the flood-time prosperi t7 which 

we had a few years ago, but by and large the people enjoyed 

a fairly prosperous year. I 
But while there has been no check 

to our proeperit7, there baa likewise been no check to the 

spirit of lawlessnesa which 1■ rampant in our land, to the 

flagrant disregard of laws which••• ourselves, enacted. 

!here baa been no check to crime, to ~Tenile delinquency, 

to the increase in divorcea,--thinge which are eating at the 

Titala of our national life. Had I the time I would dwell 

at length about certain conditions in our own city of 

Cleveland. La■t Ka7 our city witnessed a disaatroua strike 

in the building trade ■. ~bese strikes have becom~ almost 

periodic. They are costly to the citizens of Cleveland. 

!bey are the ones who, in the last analysis, pay the full 

price for all this periodic industrial chaos. Such strikes 

are likely to occur next year and the year after, and the 

city of Clevelan4, whim had auch splendid vision■ in ao 

marq other things, eeema to be unable to· make proTision for 

the checking of theae periodio induatrial 4i■organ11atiou 

Which are ao coetl7 to the econoaio well being of our 

OOIIIIRDit7. 
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Back in 1921, following that diaastroua 

building atrike, a board of conoiliati'on, of which I waa a 

member, waa called into existence to adjuat the difficulties 

and plan a wage scale for the following year, and among the 

things we suggeated then, perhaps the moat important 

reoonmendation which that board of aeven disinterested 

impartial citisena of Cleveland made to the employees and 

the employers of the building trade■, was thia: that a 

permanent board of conciliation or arbitration be established, 

and that a permanent expert be engaged by the employer• and 

the employee■ together, who would look after the collectiTe 

intereata of the building trade& and ad~at the minor 

difficultiea which are bound to arise in a~ industry fro■ 

time to time. or, failing in such adjustment, to call into 

conference thia impartial board of conciliation, in which 

the public will be represented and in which the publio 

interest will be protected, to adjust these difficultiee. 

_Thia recommendation, for one reason or 

another, has never been adopted. I wonder wh7. I wonder 

what other BUbetitutes there are, other than conflict and 

trial by ordeal and bnte force, which is ao stupid, ao 

ooatl7, ao antiquate4, whether by the strike on the one hand 

the boycott on the other, so antiquated, ao primitive, ao 

junglelike, and whether mtaaD1g,titpeople livipg in a modern 

twentieth centu17, progressive cit7, oannot discover a more 

~•t and equitable wa-, tor aettliDg industrial diaputea. 

I want to ■a7 a word about condition■ in 
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Jewish life in 1926, and I shall be through. Thia last 

year has not been a red-letter year in the annala of Jewish 

life abroad. Economic demoralization compelled almoet nine 

million of our fellow Jews in Eastern Europe to make a 

second appeal to our genero sit7. After the ~oint die-

tribution conmittee was liquidated, believing as it did that 

the need was no longer present, those millions of our 

unfortunate brothers who have gone through so much during 

the last twelve years, were . compelled to stretch out their 

bands again begging for help, to eave them and their little 

ones fro■ starvation and their entire economic life from 

collapee; and again, be it said to the eternal credit of 

the American Jew, again he responded; he responded herdoall.7, 

he responded generoual7 . When you figure up to tpe year . 

1926 the American Jews had sent to Eastern Europe sixty-five 

millions of dollare,--and by that I mean the money raised 

collectivel7, not including individual aid which was extended 

from one Jew to another, to familiea or relatives abroad,-

when you atop to think on top of sixty-five million dollar■ 

which was sent, an additional twenty millions of dollars waa 

raised within the year, which aum ia likely to reach twent7-

five million dollar■ before the half of 1927 is over, you 

realise that the American Jew does feel thesn,rd of fraternal 

unit7, doea respoDd to the needs of hie people. 

One of the moat gratifying thinga within the 

laat year baa been the reeponae of our noa-Jewiah friend■ in 

JJlerioa to the appeal of our Jewish brother• in Baatera 



Earope, spondaneouel7 of their own accor4. The outetanding 

Christian Americana resolved to raise a sum among themselves 

to help our unfortunate brother■, and a few weeks ago an 

historic meeting, aa momentoua ae it was unique, was held in 

the great cathedral of st. John the Divine,--a meeting of 

Christiana, addressed by Christiana, called to initiate this 

campaign for the relief of Jews in Eastern Europe. And some 

historic words were spoken there by some of the great leader■ 

of America. I sq, a meeting like that is tremendousl7 

significant. It show■ that the great heart of the American 

people la sound; it showa, too, that regardless of sporadic 

manifestation■ of ill-will here and there on the part of thia 

one or that one, the soul of America ia a soul of good will 

and kincllineea and helpfulness; tliat the great Christian 

communities of America are reaq to extend a hand of co

operation and helpfulness in every great humanitarian effort 

and in ever7 worth7 oauae. !he aroh-ene1111 of Israel in hie 

bailiwick over there in Dearborn 11&7 reach you, but the 

American people, with its fine tradition of fair play and 

tolerance and freedom, is not misguided by hie ranting■ and 

b7 hie oaluminationa. 

Last week I attended a conference in the cit7 

of Bew York at which were representatives of the lederal 

Council of the Churches of Christ, representing fort7 millioa 

Protestants of America, and repreaentativea of the Central 

Conference of American Rabbi■, who met to diacua■ practical 

way■ and mean■ of encouraging good will, not through the 
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spoken worl but through the deed, through the act; and to 

our great BUrprise and gratificatioD the draft of a resol•

tion was brought in b7 the Christian contingent of this body 

to the representatives of the ~ederal Council of the Churches 

of Christ, protesting against the atrocities in Roumania 

within the last few months, sending an appeal to the churches 

of Roumania and to the Roumanian government in the name of 

the Christians of America, calling upon them to exert them

selves to the utmost to wipe out this shame of Christendom 

and protect the Jews of Roumania in their legitimate right■. 

,heee acts, to my mind, are ver7 gratifying 

and very significant. Had I the time I would dwell at 

greater length about the conditions of the Jewa in Roumania, 

which is now the sore spot, the black spot in Jewish life 

ia the world. The Queen waited until she got out and 

returned to Rouraania, or the Roumanian people waited until 

the queen returned from the United States, to inaugurate a 

new campaign of anti-Jewish exceese■ • Students are being 

systematically beaten, Jewish student ■, and thrown out of 

universitie■; Jewish merchants are being attacked; riots and 

■mall pogroms are a dail7 occurrence in Roumania. 

!he conditions of our people in Russia are 

difficult to determine because information is so hard to 

get. Their economlc plight ia a ■erious one, and thousand■ 

are being driven to the ■oil through enforced colonisation 

and the efforts to earn a living. in Buaaia. One of the 

■adde■t thing■ in Russia, a■ tar a■ Ja4ai811 1■ ooncerne4, 1■ 
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the euppreaeion of religious inatruotio• b7 the soviet 

government. Bo Jewish community is permitted to eatablish 

a religious school, and no religious achool ie permitted. 

Bo child is allowed to receive religious instruction under 

the age of eighteen, with the result that a generation of 

godless young Jews is growing up in Ruaaia, in whose eyea 

r~ligion is despised and the s,cred values of our people 

are mocker7. Should that condition persist for any time, I 

fear me that the whole of Je'Wr7 in Russia, which up to the 

war was the greatest reservoir of Jewish life in the world, 

ia doomed--doomed to disappear. 

I have always favored recognition of Russia 

by the United States, but I, for one, would make euoh 

recognition contingent upon one thing, surely, upon one 

thing, and that is the granting by the soviet government to 

the religious bodies of Russia, Jew and non-Jew, the right et 

religious freedoa. lor if there is anything that eaacke of b 

darkneaa of the darkeat agee, if there ia a~thing that ia 

medieval, it ia that desire, for one reason or another, to 

de?JT a group or a people or a race ita religious right■; to 

deDJ' a father the privilege of transmitting to his child 

the faith of hie anceatora. 

In 1926 Palestine suffered somewhat of a eet

bact due to an economic depression. The great inrush of new 

aettlera which came into Palestine in l92t and 1925 created 

a situation of inflation of the boom town period, and the 

deflation period has eet in, with the reault there ie a 
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• aerioua amount of unemployment in a large cit7 like Telaviv • 

!hat economic situation ia alowl7 ad~sting itself. The 

colonists are hrtunate in not euffering, and Jewish life 

in Palestine is slowly developing itself, and that remarkable 

experiment in Hebrew renaissance, in the revival of an ancient 

people in its ancient home, is progressing. 

We hope that in 1927, we pray that in 1927, 

in this coming year, many of the deferred hopes, many of the 

ideale frustrated during the past year, ma7 have a chance of 

realization; and upon all the efforts of the best souls of 

mankind and the finest minds of the world, and upon all the 

handstllat labor for the amelioration of the world, for the 

improvement of life, for the improvement of life, for the 

bringing of a little more of sweetness of life in the 

habitations o~ mankind; upon all men of good will, upon 

all social servant,, and upon all leaders of truth and 

path-finders of mankind, we invoke God'a blessing for the 

coming year. 
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