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"THE CITY WITHOUT JEWS." -
!_ Discussion .2f Hugo Bettauer's Book. 
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I choose to speak of this book b7 

Hugo Bettauer not because it is a great book, for it · is not 

a great book; it is not distinguished either for its plot, or 

for character studies, or for its style. There are very few 

elements of greatness in the work, but it is an intriguing 

book, especially for Jews, because of its theme, and it ie 

written in that vivid Journalistic style which makes it a 

very readable book. !he author of this book, "The City 

Without Jews," Hugo Bettauer, waa assassinated shortly after 

he wrote this book, b7 a young Bordie who thought that the 

book refiected unfavorably upon the Nordioa. MaD7 Jews who 

have read this book were not pleased with it because there 

are things in it that are not quite complimentar7. The 

author, therefore, ma7 not be said to have been a propagand­

iat. He approaches hie problem quite objectivel7,--the 

problem of what would happen to a great, modern metropolil 

which would suddenly decide to expel all its Jewiah citizen■. 

Bow, this problem ia new onl7 in the sense 

that it applies to a modern cit7. It is not at all new in 

the sense of its never having occurred in Jewish hiato17. 

In fact, the expulsion of Jews from cities, provinces and 
a 

countries was ratherAoommonplace thing in the Middle Age■. It 

darkens the pages of European histo?7. In 1290 all the 

Jews of England were expelled, and it was not until ,oo year■ 
later, under the daya of Cromwell, through the interceaaioa 

-1-



of Maneaaah ben Israel, that they were permitted to return 

there. France baa to its record numerous edicts of expulsion 

of the Jews. !here was one expulsion back in 1191. Some 

seven years later the Jews were recalled. !here waa another 

expulsion under Louie IX, Louie the Saint. in 12s,, and a 

few years later they were inTited back. !he king needed the 

mone7. In 1306 (this is still in France) the Jewa were 

again expelled, and in 1316, nine years later, they were 

inTited back again. The moat serious expulsion of the French 

Jewe took place in 139,. They were not permitted to return 

to France proper until the French Revolution. 

The most diaastroua expulsion of Israel 

during the Middle Agee was, of course, the expulsion from 

Spain in 1,92. The Jews had lived in Spain from the days of 

the early Romana. and had thrived and prospered magnificentl7 

during the period of the Arabs. Spain had become the great 

center of Jewish life and thought for the whole of the 

4iaapora, of the whole Jewish worl4. Suddenl7, in 1,92, they 

were uprooted, root and branch, and cast out, some three 

hundred thousand of the■. Four years later the Jews of 

Portugal were expelled. Germa117 was not a closely knit 

province during the Middle Agee, and therefore we have no 

record of any single expulsion which affected all the Jew■ 

. 
at the aame time; but continuously through the Middle Agee, 

and especially in the fifteenth and sixteenth centurie■, the 

Jewa were driven out of one town or another, and one province 

or another, and the7 were compelled to aeek refuge in that 
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particular province or town which at that given time did 

not have an edict of exclusion against them. Thus the Jews 

of Mains were expelled in 1420; three years later the Jews 

of Cologne were expelled; the Jews of Wittenberg were ex­

pelled in 1440; the Jews of Hamburg in 1475; the Jews of 

Wultemberg in 1493; the Jews froa the province of 

in 1496; the Jews froa Nuremberg in 1499, and a few year■ 

later the Jews from the province of Ratiabon in Sax0D7, and 

so right on through the sixteenth oentu17 an almost endless 

series of expulsiona. In Bohemia the Jews suffered equall7 

with their co-religionists elsewhere. Aa late aa 1745 the 

Jews of Prague and the neighboring territor7, some sixty 

thousand aoula, were cast out; and similarly in Italy, in 

Hungary, in Austria, we find this tragic tale of expulsion■ 

and wanderings. And in the city of Vienna, where Hugo 

Bettauer places hie noTel, The City Without Jewa, even in 

Vienna we find numeroua episodes of expuleiona in the Middle 

Agee.In a veey literal aenee Vienna wae a city without Jewa 

for long periods of time. !here was an exile of Jews froa 

the cit7 of Vienna in 1370; a ver7 cruel exile in 1421; an­

other one in 1576, and the last and the moat aerioua waa in 

1670, when a proaperoua and wealth7 Jewish communit7 in 

Vienna was given one month's time to leave. !he propert7 •• 

confiscated, the s711agoguea were turned into churchea, and 

homes were appropriated b7 the citi1ens of the cit7. Three 

7eare later the goTernment began negotiations for the return 

of the Jew■ to Vienna, and in 1676, five years after their 
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expulsion the Jews returned. So that Bettauer may Just aa 

well have used historical material for his novel in place 

of the imaginary material which he used. 

Now, what were the reasons for these 

expulsiona? Well. they were various. In the first place, 

there was always that apecter of religious fanaticiam and 

bigot17. that intolerance in the name of God which turned 

man against his fellowman,--religioua intolerance which 

caused so ma117 of the ghastliest religious warfares during 

the Middle Ages, and from time to time laid whole countries 

in waste through the acourge of war in the name of religion. 

Everywhere the Jew turned in the Kiddle Agee he was met with 

thia religious hostilit7 fostered b7 eccleaiastics and 

church dignitaries and functionariea. who fed the credulit7 

of the populace and turned them against the Jews. Then 

there was commercial rivalry. BOD-Jewish merchants encoun­

tered a very keen competition on the part of the Jewish 

merchants, and that always makes for preJudice; and lastl7, 

there waa the greed of nobleman and prince and king, who 

frequently reaorted to this expedient of expelling the Jews 

because it enabled them to confiscate Jewish propert7; or it 

enabled them to obtain the bribe which the Jewa offered in 

order to reaoin4 an edict of expulsion or to aToid one. It 

na regarded b7 rnan7 of them as a legitimate source of 

reTeme to expel the Jewa, to confiscate their propert7, and 

. a few years later, on the pqment of vaat suma of mone7, 

permit them to return. 



The reason which Hugo Bettauer gives for thi■ 

iaaginar7 expulsion of the Jews in Vienna, from bis book, 

"The City Without Jews." is one of enT)' and of racial 

chauvinism. !?he chancellor, Karl Schwertfeger, who is the 

moving spirit for the expulsion of the Jews, on the day when 

he presents the law of expulsion to the parliament, makes 

this speech. Be says: "Ladies and gentlemen! I am about 

to propose the law and the amendments to our constitution 

that purpose nothing less than the expulsion of the non­

Aryan,--to be precise, of the Jewish elements from Austria. 

Before I proceed to this, however, I wish to make some 

purely personal remarks. 
• "For five years I have been the leader of the 

Christian-Socialist party; and for a year I have been 

Chancellor, having been chosen for this position by an 

overwhelming majority of this Houae. Du.ring theae five yeara 

the so-called liberal papera and the Social-Democratic sheeta, 

--in short, all the papers edited by Jewa,--have depicted me 

ae a sort of bugbear, a rabid Jew-hater, a fanatic enemy of 

the Jews and everything Jewish. Juat today, when the power 

of thie press ia approaching its irrevocable end, I feel 

impelled to explain that all this is not true. I have the 

courage to state today, from this platform, that I am much 

more a friend than a foe of the Jewel" 

"Yea, ladies and gentlemen, I like the Jewa. 

Before I ent,rel the aeething arena of politic■ I had Jewish 

friend■; (that aounda familiar; some of 117 beat friends are) 
L---------tt-------- =-+~--
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, ___ ----!+-------
in the lecture halle of our Alma Mater I sat at the feet of 

Jewish teachers whom I revered, and still revere. And I am 

always ready to recognize--yee, to admire--the nstive virtues 

of the Jewa, their extraordinary intelligence, their striv­

ings for higher things, their model family life, their 

internationalism, and the~r ability to adapt themselves to 

any environment." (that sounds very nice). 

"In spite of this, or, rather, because of it, 

I became more and more convinced, as the years passed, that 

we non-Jews can no longer live together with the Jews, that 

I 

I 

we must either bend or break, that we must give up either our 

Christian ways, our own life and customs, or the Jews must. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the trouble is simply that we Austrian 

Aryans are no match for the Jewe, that we are ruled, oppressed 

and violated by a small minority because this minorit7 

possesses qualities which we lack. The Latin peoples, the 

Anglo-Saxons, the Yankees, even the North Germana and the 

Suabiane can digest the Jews because these nation• equal, if 

they do not surpass them in agility, tenacity, energ, and 

business sense. We, however, cannot digest them; with ua 

they always remain a foreign element that spreads over our 

entire boq and finally enslaves ue. The va■t maJority of 

our people comes from the mountain count17; it is a simple 

and sincere people, dreamy, playful, given to impractical 

ideal■, fond of music and calm contemplation of nature, 

upright and pioua, thoughtful and goo4. Theae are marvel­

lously beautiful qualities which can give rise to a splendid 
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culture and a wonderful new life--if they are given free 

play and an opportunity to develop. But the Jews among ua 

did not permit this quiet development. With their uncannil7 

keen intelligence, their worldliness and freedom of tradition, 

their catlike versatility and their lightning comprehension-­

with all their faculties, accentuated by centuries of 

oppression, they overpowered us, became our masters, and 

gained the upper hand in all our economic, spiritual and 

cultural life. 

"Let us look at our little Austria today. In 

whose hands is the press, and therefore public opinion? In 

the hands of the Jewel Who has piled billions upon billions 

since the ill-starred year 191•? The Jewel Who control■ 

the tremendous circulation of our money, who site at the 

director's desk in the great banks, who is the head of 

practically all industriea? The Jewel Who owns our 

theatres? The Jenl Who writes the plays that are 

produced? !rhe Jewel Who rides about in automobiles, who 

revels in the night resorts, who crowds the oafe■ and 

fashionable restaurants, who cover■ himself and his wife with 

pearls and precious stonea? The Jewel 

"Only from thia atandpoint can we Austrian■ 

Tiew the Jewish problem. Either we, or the Jewl Either we, 

who make up nine-tenths of the population, must perish, or 

the Jew net gol" 

Bow this, of course, is the reasoning, in 

exaggerated for■, to the point of being ludicrou■, that 1■ 



familiar to all the racialieta, the junker• and haken-

kreuslera and the anti-Semites of our own land. Granted 

that a nation, as .a racial uni~, and granted further that 

onl7 such nations as are racially homogeneoue, can produce 

a great culture and a highly intelligent nation, the fact 

of the matter is both history and ethnolo~ glTe the lie to 

all auch reason■. fhere ia no nation in the world toda7 

that is racially one, raciall7 homogeneous, and those people 

aeem to have produced the highest type of culture which were 

a merger of races. or in which races lived in contiguit7, in 
. 

close contact with one another. 

Bow the Jews of Vienna, to continue the stor7 

of the book, are given six monthe in which to leave. The 

government tries to be fair. It does not confiscate any of 

their nropert7; it permits them to take out all their belong­

ing■, permits them to liquidate.their business and sell their 

property, and any business which they cannot liquidate the 

government will take over and pay for it. Jewish profession­

al men are given one year's aalaey to atart them out in the 

cold, cold world ou~side of Vienna. All Jewa are included; 

also all converted Jewa; also all those who were born of an 

intermarriage if one or the other of the parent■ waa a Jew. 

In other word■, Austria was to have a pure Aryan people left 

in Auatria. 

!he law was paeae4. In aix month■ all these 

people must leave under pain of death. And the oiti1ene of 

Vienna celebrate with great ~07, parades and illumination, the 
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expulsion of the Jews from Vienna. And then the fun begins. 

It is soon discovered by the pure Christian Vianneee that 

this drastic law would inconvenience them a good deal. !hue 

Herr Schneusel, a member of the National Assembly, which 

Toted this expulsion, is told on the morning after the 

expulsion by his wife that he ia an idiot, because hie own 

son-in-law, Corroni, was, in his pre-baptismal days Semi 

Cohn, and that therefore the liklihood is that hie own 

eon-in-la• and hie daughter and their grandchildren would 

have to leave Vienna. It is discovered, for example, that 

all the relatives of the cardinal of Vienna, the niecea and 

the nephews, would have to leave the cit7. It is discovered 

that ten Christian Socialists who voted in Parliament for 

the expulsion would have to leave Vienna, because the7 

themael vee are somewhat t ·ainted with the Jewish taint. But 

of course the most serious thing that threatens Vienna is 

the financial disaster which soon sets in, ~nd that of 

course is Bettauer's strongest reasoning in the book. 

At first when so many people leave the city 

food becomes cheaper, rent becomes cheaper, many apartments 

are vacant; but with the leaving of so maD7 Jews a goodly 

number of the industries of Vienna are at a standstill; the 

ailline17 and the Jewelry and the clothing indust17 an4 the 

leather industry of the cit7 are shut down, and thousands are 
• 

thrown into unemployment. Theae unemployed demand assistance 

from the state, and the atate ia compelled to grant them 

aeeistanoe. !be atate ia therefore compelled to issue more 
-------+-----



bank notes. with the result that the value of the kronen 

begins to fall and fall lower every day, and as the kronen 

begins to fall the nrice of food begins to rise, and the 

price of rent begins to rise, and before very long there is 

keen economic dietrese in the city. Furthermore, most of 

the buyers who used to come to Vienna in its prosperous 

days were Jews from all parts of the world. Now they ar_e 

prohibited from entering the city, and so they go elsewhere. 

~hey go to France, they go to Berlin, they go to Budapest, 

and those cities become the great centers for the very 

things which Vienna was famous, and Vienna sinks in a few 

months to the level of a second rate commercial city. The 

great department store ■ of Vienna begin to complain bitterl7. 

There are very few people in the city who want to buy those 

fine things, those costly things, those expensive things 

which the Jewish citizens used to buy. '?here is a great 

demand now for woolen and cotton goods, and the department 

stores cannot thrive on that, so many of them begin to shut 

down. The cafea begin to complain that their best patrons 

have left them, and the waiters begin to complain that their 

moat generous people who gave them the liberal tips have 

gone. The best actors, the beet musicians, the best writers, 

the beet surgeons, the beet teachers have left Vienna, and · 

Vienna begins to assume the oharaoter of a provincial town 

instead of being a great, fine metropolis of Europe. Wh7, 

even the anti-Semites are dissatisfied. When the Jews were 

there they had somebody to rail againat, had aomeboq to 
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utilise as a scapegoat, somebody to blame for all the ills 

of the city, and now that the Jews have gone all their stock­

in-trade is gone. Their newspapers suspend, their meetings 

are no longer attended, their entire politioal organization 

crumbles, because the Jews are not there; and the anti-Semites 

begin to hanker for the return of the Jews. 

Before very long conditions become so 

desperate in the city that the populace, the masses of the 

people, the workingclase, begin to clamor for the revocation 

of the law and for the return of the Jews. With a hundred 

thousand hungry men shouting at the doors of Parliament, 

demanding the revocation of the law, Parliament rescinds the 

law and invites the Jews back to Vienna, and the same crowda 

that shouted and celebrated when the Jews left the city are 

now hilarioua, drunk with joy, when the first Jew appears 

upon the scene. 

Now, of course there is a great deal of 

extravaganza about the story, but if you think what happened 

in Vienna in 1670, when three yeara after their expulsion 

the government began to negotiate for their return, you 

realize that there is a great element of fact in this 

fantasy of Bettauer. The great German economist, Sambart, 

makes this very keen obeervation--and that, too, bears out 

the economic reasoning of Bettauer--he says that in the 

fifteenth century the great center of trade and commerce in 

Europe was the Mediterranean--Ital7, Spain, Portugal; in the 

following century the great commercial centers of Burope are 
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in Northwestern Europe--in ~ranee, in Holland, in Northwestern 

GennaI17. And he asked himself the question, why waa this 

shifting of the lanes of commerce from the Mediterranean to 

the Atlantic country, and he comes to the conclusion, after 

a very careful reasoning and a study of tbefaots, that there 
I 

is a vital connection between the prosperit7 or lack of 

prosperity of a country with the wanderings and the settle­

ments of the Jews from that country or into that countr7. 

In other words, in the fifteenth century the 

great centers of Jewish life were around the Mediterranean. 

in Italy, in Spain, in Portugal. Therefore the commerce was 

there because they were the international .traders and 

commercial people. Aa they were expelled from Italy and 

Spain and Portugal, many of them moved northward into 

Southern Pranoe--Maraeillea, Bordeaux, Rouen; many of them 

moved to the two cities in Germal)7 where they were permitted 

to go--Hamburg and Frankfort; ma117 of them moved into Holland, 

and Holland become■ the great commercial, the moat prosperous 

country in Europe, in the sixteenth and seventeenth century, 

through the settlement of the Marano Jewa, the Spanish and 

Portuguese Jews who had been exiled from Spain. And Sambart 

concludes his thesi■ b7 aaying that "the Jews move like the 

sun aero■• the face of Europe. Wherever they come life 

apringa into being and prosperity; whenever the7 leave there 

is decay and economic ruin." 

Maximilian Harden, the great German-Jewish 

publici■t and writer, approaches the aame theae of Bettauer 



but from another angle. He ia not ao much concerned with 

the economic indiepenaabilit7 of the Jews to a count17; he 

ia concerned more with their cultural and their intellectual, 

their spiritual indiapenaabilit7. He suggests that the Jews 

should go on a strike in order to convince the anti-Semite 

how indispensable he is to the life of a country. He said 

it, of course, in jest, but it was one of_ those serious 

jests that have a world of truth in them. He suggests that 
. 

all the Jewish scientists and scholars and ~rofessional men 

and financiers go on a strike in any one country, a general 

strike, to indicate how vital, how essential they are to the 

life of that oountey. He points, for example, to Germany 

during th, war, and asks what Germ8111' would have done during 

the war if it were not for Albert Ballin, who put hie entire 

transportation machiner7 and shipping induetey at the dispos­

al of the German government, and who provisioned the whole 

German fleet. He asks what Germall1' would have done during 

the war if it were not for Professor who aaved 

German agriculture during the war. He asks what GermaDT 

would have done without Walter Rathenau, who insured the 

supply of raw materials during the war for Germa~; and he 

aaka how Germany can dispense with a man of the type of 

Professor Erlich, the discoverer of aalveraan, who saved so 

ma117 millions from the moat drea4ful of diseases; and what 

Germany would do without its Albert Einstein, who was the 

first to bring glory to a defeated Germall1', to Germany after 

ihe war. 



And what Maximilian Harden says about German7 

is true. to a lesser or greater degree, about the Jews in 

all other countrie1. Wherever they were they proved a 

blessing. What would .Europe be today without the Bible, 

which the Jews gave to it, and which baa been the source of 

its religious and moral inspiration these two thousand years 

or more? What would Europe be today without its Christian­

ity, its religion which the Jew gave to it? What would 

Europe be today without the master of its spiritual life, 

that Jewish mystic of Galilee, Jesus, which the Jew gave to 

it? Europe would be a continent without a soul if it were 

a land without a Jew. 

The Jewe were the intermediaries between the 

Orient and the Europe of the Dark Ag , between the civiliza­

tion of the Arabs and the civilization of the European 

renaissance. !he Jews were the disciples of the Arabs, who 

were in turn the disciples of Greek thought and learning, 

and the Jen carried over the learning and the science of 

the Greeks and the Arabi into Europe. Europe of the Dark 

Agea 1owed the aee41 of a reviTal of learning which expressed 

itself in the Renalasanoe. It wa1 Jewish literature and 

Jewish learning which were the aeeds of the Proteatant 

Reformation, which u1hered in the new da7· for the people• of 

Europe. 

What would Europe of the laat three hundred 

year• have been--I speak now of European thought--without 

Spinosa? And what would modern Europe be, its culture, ita 
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philosoph7, ite medicine, its science, its art, its music, 

its political life and thought, without these hundreds of 

gifted sons and daughters of Israel? many of whom are in the 

v~ry van of all these movements, many of whom are the 

creators and the originator■ of malll' of the more advanced 

systems of thought in the world toda7. !hat the Jew has 

been a blessing "of Father Abrahaa" has come true in the life 

of the Jew. And when you atop to think that he represents 

but one per cent.,. or at most. one and a half per cent-among 

these people,--a handful, and a handful which up to the last 

generation or two was discriminated against, repressed, 

kept from expressing its genius, huddled into ghettoes, 

denied an education, just as they are denied today in 

Roumania,--when you think of this handful giving these 

giants of human thought, these Spinoza&, and these Bergson&, 

and these Freude to mankind, you are inclined to repeat that 

phrase of the Bible, "Verily, a wiee and a gifted people ie 

this people." 

Bo race baa a monopoly of learning or 

creative greatness, and the Jews have no ~onopoly of it, 

either. But the Jew need not be apologetic aD7Where in the 

world and at· auy time in the world for the role be played in 

civilization. !he Jew stands out almost unique as a small 

people and a scattered people and a people discriminated 

against and denied opportunit7, but a people which, neverthe­

less, somehow. through an innate capacity, was able to con­

tribute concretely and masterfully in almost every branch of 
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human learning and in every department of human life. When 

you think of the Liberal movement in Europe during the middle 

of the last century, of the struggles of young Germa~ far 

freedom, at once the names of Jewe come to you like 
n 

Heine and Borne and when you think of 

economic speculation, your Karl Marx and your Lassale, 

and when you think even of musical greatness, of artistic 

greatness, you think of hosts of gifted sons and daughters 

of our people, here and elsewhere, who are contributing to 

the social assets of the human race. 

Vienna was a poorer city without Jews. The 

world would be a poorer world without its Jews. There are 

two streams of thought which have poured into Western 

European civilization, two indispensable contributions which 

me.ke possible the modern civilization of the world: the one 

was the Greek and the other was the Hebrew. The Hebraic 

spirit, the Hebraic moral eensitivenesa, the Hebraic insist­

ence upon social justice and righteousness, the Hebraic 

demand for the sanctity anu the protection of human life, 

the Hebraic spirit of prophec1,--that represents our con­

tribution in the past and in the present, and for the future, 

'k> mankind, and that, rather than our economic indespenaabili t7, 

conetitutea our real, essential importance in the life of 

the world tod&.1. 

I em not particularly proud of the fact that 

the Jews in this place or in that place control this industry 

or that industry. That is a compliment to their individual 
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abilit7 as merchants, as financiers. But I am particularly 

proud when in this place or in that place I found Jews 

championing the cause of mankind, leaders in eoci6l reform, 

advocates of human rights, exemplars of fine and noble 

living and thinking. Then I am proud of them, for then I 

know they are making their real, essential contribution to 

the country in which they live. And when I look over the 

life of our people in this land, the life of three and a 

half million Jews, I derive a great source of satisfaction, 

not so much from the fact that so many of our people have 

become prosperous in coD1Don with other millions of non-Jews 

who have become prosperous--that is a compliment to their 

ability--but. I derive a great source of gratification and 

inspiration when I look over t he field and see eons and 

daughters of my people, leaders in nearly every movement 

in this land for the amelioration of condition■ of man, for 

the improvement of the lives of the people, in social 

movement, in intellectual movement, in spritusl movement; 

and I think of their philanthropies, and I think of their 

schools and their temple ■ and their synagogues, and I think 

of the outstanding personalities of our people who may 

always be depended upon to speak the courageous word when 

that word is neede4. Then I know that rq people in thil 

land is making its real and vital contribution to the life 

of America. And aa we increasingly stress these facts in 

our life, and as we raise our 7oung people to regard them­

aelvea not merely a■ agenta of aoquiaition, aa econolllio 
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unite who ought to be establishing themselves in the 

economic life of their country, but as agents of ideals, as 

apostles of a great Hebraic tradition,--! say, as we 

increasingly, individually and collectively, begin to 

stress our moral worth, our spiritual worth, to a country, 

the countries of the world will begin to more and more 

regard ourselves as indispensable to their life. 

--o--
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