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''!n~ HUI ITY OF ABRAHnll LIBCOU." - ---""""""'"'----- -
I ILLEJ.t SIL VER. 

1927. CLEvEL ~lD. 



America has giTen one reat hero to mankind. 

and that hero is Abraham Lincoln. nierever men 11Te his 

name is mentioned, and wherever men auffer hia name ia 

inToked. Immi rante who come to these shores loTe to 

read hie biograph7 more than a!JT other biograph7 of aD7 

other great man; and his life intrigues the writer of 

biography almost more than the life of a~ other man. The 

worl4 loTea Abraham Lincoln, and aa the yeara roll b7 loTing 

hearts fashion unconsciousl7 loTiDg talea about hi■; and 

these tales are the tributes which affection al•ya pays to 

the object of ita affection. 

Blessed indeed is the man who become ■ the 

hero of le~end of a people. Blessed ia the man whose 

personality becomes blended in the course of time with the 

personality of the whole people. whoee life la nurtured an4 

expanded by hie people long after hie earthly career ia 

ende4. And Abraham Lincoln ha■ been thua blessed. America 

gaTe many outstanding figures to the world, ma~ reat men. 

There waa ashington, that staid and courtly reTolutioniat; 

there waa Jefferson, that scholarly and cultured liberal; 

there wa■ Alexander Hamilton, that romantic geniua of 

finanoe; there waa Theodore Roo■eTelt, that forceful, 

4JD8■lo administrator; there waa oodrow ileon, the 

intellectual. the iaolated figure of the un of Tieion. 

They were all great men and eaoh had hie meeaage and all are 
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rwTere4 b7 mankind; and 7et Abraham Lincoln alone ia loTel. 

Abraham Lincoln alone la called "~ather Abraham." Abrahaa 

~incoln alone has been taken to the bosom, as it were, of 

mankind. to ite throbbing, loving heart. 

!he world loves him. Mb7' Because in him 

the world 8988 itself reflected. because all the romance 

and all the atruggle and all the triumph and all the 

tragedy of life are reflected in hie life. All the desperate 

hope■ and aspirations of the race find their vindication in 

bi■. Beyond the reat achieTementa of Lincoln, beyond the 

aoaentoua contributiona which he made to _mankind,--the 

emancipation of the alaTea and the preaerTation of the union, 

be7ond all that Lincoln achleTed aoaething even more precioua 

and beauti:tlll. Beyond all that he achieved hlmaelf--a 

pereonal1t7, a hUIIIBll being of noh rare hluaanenea■ , of 

graciouanese of spirit. of noh profound aympatb7 an4 

understanding of the nee4a and the aufferinga and the 

perplexitiea of hie fellowmen. of Rch humility an4 aimplicity 

of carriage and attitude and tone. and of such patience and 

fortl~4e beneath the overwhelming burden of trial and 

tribulation which 4eeti117 illlpoeed upon him.--I say thia 

achievement of himself endeared hlm to the heart of the 

worll. The orld •••• itself refiected in Abraham Lincoln, 

the great master of the worl4. !he7 who to thia day live 

in p0Ter'7, in ignoranoe. in want, the ■illiona who feel 

that they haTe been den1e4 and di■poaae■ae4, the 41■faTore4 

of life, trap e4 b7- 4e■t!!IZ and 4ooael.--the■• ■a■ae■ the ------n-~---



world oTer look to Abraham Lincoln and find in hi■ life and 

in hie career their hope, their proaiee and a challenge to 

theaaelTe■• 1or he. too. wae poor, and. oh, how poor! -

poor 1D a Ta■t. lonel.7. e11pt7 wil4erneea; poor in the midat 

of a life that waa harah and crude and crushing; poor in the 

midet of a relentless and exacting life. In hie world Goa 

was there and Bsture was there, to be sure, but none of the 

graces and the charm■ of social life: few of the amenitie■ 

and the sweetness of life were there. And he, too, was 

ignorant, born in the midet of ignorance, reared in the midst 

of ignoranae--no achoola. no teacher■, no guide■; just the 

homely wisdom and the natiTe abrewdnesa of backwoodsmen who 

liTed in the midst of auperetltion on the frontier■ of our 

lan4,--a non-attractiTe, an aw ar4 child, an UDgainl.7, 

UDCouth 7outh. endowed b7 Bature with none of thoee qualitie• 
-

which make friends for people and which open wqa for men 

in their life' ■ a4Tanoement; a man caught in the Yi■• of 

the na■eroua taake, the hard taeka of the pioneer's life. 

That was Abraham Lincoln. And 7et he roae 

through the Jungle of povert7 and ignorance and want and 

euperatit1on; he rose b7 dint of aelf-maeterJ and effort and 

etrug~l•,--still he roae. He ma7 have had to walk ■ix mile■ 

to borrow a book, but he borrowed the book and read it. And 

he roee. He may have had to wrestle with a book through tbe 

long hours of the night until the breaking dawn, l71ng 

■prawled out before hie cabin fire. Bu he 414 it, and he 

ro••• ■tep b7 ■tep, palnataklngl.7 hero••• Be ma7 have ha4 



to wrestle with hie book■ without the help of teacher or 

ina\ruotor, with his aathematios and his logarithru an4 hie 

trigonoaet?7. to prepare himself for the poaition of a 4eput7 

BUrTeyor, to olilllb, as it were. with bleeding hands upon the 

rung■ of knowledge. But he did--and he rose. 

And ao the maaaea of the world haYe come to 

look upon Lincoln as their kinsman, their own brother. in 

fortune and in misfortune. their big brother, who points 

for them the way, who ahowe them how a man may rise from the 

lower leYel■ to the higher leYela of llfe. And they loYe4 

him for that. 

Recently there appeared a magnifioent 

biograplq of Abraham Lincoln, written by a poet and a 

■choler, and that make■ a rare oo■blnation. I refer to the 

biograpb7 of Abi-aha■ Lincoln written b7 Carl Sanburg, a 

poet who ■pen\ thirv 7eara of hie life ahd7ing Abraham 

Linool.Jl, and with re■arkable intuition and with poetio 

4eftne■■ Sanburg point■ 011t oTer and oYer agaiD, ao •oh ao 

that it aound■ like a great refrain of hie work, the faot 
I 

that Liilooln wae of the aoil,--an ill8ge, aa it were, fashion-

ed out ' of the clay; like an oak riaing out of the ■oil. Be 

belonged· to it; be belonged to the prairie■ where hi■ youth 
) 

wa• apent. aahington did not; Jefferaon did not. Tbe7 
I ••r, arl■toorata. ashington and Jefferaon were the 

I 
o~tdren of the 014 orld oiYlllsation, oulture4, refined. 

were 4e■oorat■: the7 were th• rebelllou■ ob114ren of 

orld olTllisation. !bey were lntelleotual deaoorate. 



!he7 reasoned themaelYea end thought themaelYe■ into a 

democratic conception of life. But Lincoln grew into hie 

democracy. It was the aap and the aoil. the bone and the 

marrow of the man. I read a aentence or two from Carl 

Sanburg' ■ biograph7 of Lincoln: 

"Raina oaa looaenlng the top ■oil of the 

land where it wae not held b7 graa■ root■; it waa a 7ello• 

ola7, and that ■oftened to alu■h; in thia 7ellow aluah uiq 

a time Abe Lincoln walked ankl• deep; hi■ bare feet were 

intimate with the clq duet of the hot dog-day■• with the 

cla7 mud of spring and fall raine; he waa at home in clay. 

In the timber■ with hla axe, on the wq to chop, hie toe■, 

heel■• aole■• the balle of hie feet climbed and alld in 

bank■ and aluice■ of cla7. In the corn-fielde plowing, 

hoeing. cutting and ■bucking, again hla bare feet ■poke with 

the olq of the earth; it waa in hie toe-nail■ and atuok 

on the skin of hie toe kmcklea. The color of clq waa one 

of hie own color■• In the short and aimple annal■ of the 

poor, it ■Hma there are people who breathe with the earth 

and take iJlto their lung■ and blood ■OM of the hard and 

lark ■trength of ita 1117ateZ7. During ■ix and ■eTeD month■ 

eaoh 7ear, 1n the tnlTe fieroeat foraatiTe 7ear■ of hi• 

life, ~brabam Linooln had the pada of hie foot-■ole■ bare 

againet the ola7 of the earth. It aa7 be that the earth 

told him in her own tough grpa7 ■lang one or two maoka of 

11T1ng worth keeping. !o be orpnio wlth running wlldfin 

and quiet rain, both at the ■aae ■o■ent, 1■ to be the carrie~ 



of wave line■ the earth gives up onl.7 on hard uaage. ~ 

Iow the people of the earth knew Lincoln to 
t 

be of the soil. of the cla7. blood of their blood, bone of 

their bone. and yet they somehow mew that Lincoln had 

managed to breathe into that clq the spirit which made him 

Abrahaa Lincoln; that somehow he was able to carve out for 

himself a ae•tlJV. a oareer. with that eame foroe and enero, 

with that eame induet17 and will that he caned out with hia 

hand■ a path for himself in the prlmitiTe foreat of hi■ 

native home. So the world has looked upon Lincoln as a 

kinsman and a friend; and the world baa loTed him. 

I spoke about the humaneness of the man. Had 

I the time I would dwell at length upon those early evidence■ 

of humanity in Abraham Lincoln; bow, i n hie early youth, ae 

a child, as a young man, that spir it of kindliness. of 

consideration for the weak always prompted him to take the 

part of the lowly and of the diafaTored and of the maltreated. 

Be waa alwa79 taking the part of the weaker in a brawl or in 
l 

a fight, 1aDd be would alw&7a giTe of bimaelf to other■ 

It la told of him that frequentl7 be would 

wale ~o a pool, a ■ire or a ■or•••• sometime■ ill hie but 

clothe■• to rescue a poor anliaal that had been trapped and . 
coulJ not eacape. And that aame spirit of kincllin•••• of 

t 

bunianit7. whloh one could read ln the Teey aorrow of hla 
I 

•7••• one finds throughout hi■ oareer. A• President of the 
/ r 

thalt•d State■, ln the m1c1at of a great CiTil ar, when he wa■ 

------th~c:a~.~•lle4 ,o oall h11 :brother•. •Na1'. o_t the .hi■ ena•i•••--r---~• 



when tbe deati07 of this land was in the balance, when the 

soul of America was tried aa it had neTer been tried, 

Abraham Lincoln neTer had rancor in his heart or hate for 

those who threatened to disrupt the union. lie loTe d eTeD 

thoae who he was compelled to call enemie■• 

I baTe read and re-rea4 that ma"elou■ 
, 

aeconl inaugaral addre■s of Abrahaa Lincoln, which reacl8 

like a page out of the 014 !eatament. There 7ou lla:,'e the . 
hUJ18neneaa of the man which did not depart fro■ hi■ eTen 

in the darkest hour■ of hie life. Let me read a few line■ 

from that immortal 4oc1111ent. becauae it ia the glo?7 not 

alone of Lincoln but of the nation that ~ave him birth. 
I 
I He ■a14: "Beithe~ par9 expected for the war 

the magnitude or the duration lch it baa already attained. 

Ieitber anticipated that the oauae of the conflict might 

oea•• with, or eTen before, the confliot itself should 

cean. Kaoh looked for an easier triuMph, and a rewlt 

less fundamental and aetounding. Both read the same Bible 

and pray to the aame God; and each inTokea his aid a@ll.net 

the other. It may ■eem etrange that any men ahould dare to 

aak a juat God'e aaai■tanoe in wringing their bread from the 

■weat of other ■en•• faces. But let ua Juclge not, that we 

be no, ,a1ge1. 'fhe prrqere of bo,h could not be an■werel-­

tbat of neither baa been auwerea full.7. 

"!he illllght7 ha■ b 1■ on purpo■••. 'Woe unto 

the world beoau■• of o:t:feue■, Por lt 1111■'1 Deed■ be that 

of:ten■•• glTe but woe to that m b7 who■ the offen■• oo•th.' 



• 

If we ahall auppoae that American slavery ia one of thoae 

offense■ whioh. in the proTidence of God. mu■t needs 001119. 

but whioh. haTing continued through hie appointed time. he 

now will■ to remoTe. and that he g1Tea to both Borth and 

South thia terrible war as the woe due to those by whom the 

offenae oame. ahall •• diacern therein arq departure fro■ 

those diTine attribute■ which the belieTera in a liTing God 

al•y• ascribe to hill? Yondl.7 do we hope--ferTently do 

we pra7--that this mighty ecourge of war may speedily paea 

awq. Yet if God will■ that it continue unt 11 all the 

wealth piled b7 the bo~4man' ■ 260 7eara of unrequited toil 

ahall be aunk. and until eTery drop of blood 4rawn with the 

laeh ahall be paid b7 another drawn with the awor4. as waa 

■aid three thouaand years agq. ao still it n■t be aaid. 

'!he judgment. of the Lor~ are true and righteoue altogether.' 

1th malice towarda none; with charit7 for all. with firm-

ness in the rl~ht. •• God «1Tea u■ to see the right. let 

u■ ■triTe on to finish the work we are in. to bind up the 

nation's wound■• to care for him who shall have borne the 

battle and for hie widow and his orphan--to do all which 

ma7 achieTe a Ju■t and la■ting peace among ouraelTe■ and 

with all nationa." 

!hat•• spoken in the midat of war--"with 

malice towards none and with charit7 for all." !hat wae not 

a pine wiah expreaae4 without relation to desperate 

eaergenoie■. !bat•• in the ■i4at of the ■o■t bitter anl 

harrowi~ all4 lnten■• atru gle that thia nation or~ natioa -------r-------
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eTer witneaael. !hat ia the humanit7 of the man. ADI 

hie e711path7.--oh, how Abraham Lincoln knew how to appa­

thi■e with those who had 1111ffere4, with thoae who had loTed 

and loetl He himself had loTe4 and loat, and therefore 

he knew how to sympathise with bereaTement and 1th lonli­

neaa. Aa a little lad of ten he lost hie mother, and with 

the e7ea and the heart of a little lad of ten he beheld 

hie mother in the poor coffin fashioned b7 the handa of 

hie father, and of eeeing it lowered into a grave in that 

primitive world, fil.onel7 and wind-awept grave. And hi■ 

father before veq long bad to leaTe. aunaoned b7 the 

IQ'Btlo clram■ of deati~ to another looale. 

Abraham Linooln mew the sorrow and the 

ineffable pain of loTlng and loa1Jig. Be loTed one who 

bel1eTe4 in hill and who loTe4 hill, one with whom he ha4 

hoped hia de■tin¥ and hie oareer OR14 be linked; and 7et a 

peatllenoe O&llle and ale• hie beloTe4. and ahe, too, wa■ 

lowered into the graTe. Abraham Llnooln knew what it 

meane to lie with a broken heart ■tretched out with one 

hand over a new-111Bde graTe. Abraham Llnooln mew what it 

••• to wander about in the forest, in the open apace■. 

oeying for one who would never anewer. Abraham Lincoln 

knew what it wae to look out into a dark night of howling 

wind■• and o-ey out, "I cannot bear to think of her out 

there alone," And beoau■e of the ■• ■oars of memor7 he 

knew throa.ghout hie life how to eppathlse 1th those who 

ha4 elallarl7 walked in the n.lle7 of the ahalow of death, 



- - ------- ----t--

an4 Who had alailarl7 auffere4. 

A 7oung friend of hie had lost a father, 

and Abraham Linooln, in the midat of war, pauaed to write 

her thia note: "Dear ~&DD7i It ia with deep regret that 

I learn of the death of your kind and braTe father, and 

eapeoiall7 that it is affecting 7our 7011ng heart * 

In thla ead world of ours sorrow comes to all, and to the 

young it come■ with bitter ago117 because it takes them 

unaware. The older have learned ever to expect it. I am 

anxious to offer some alleviation of your present diatreea. 

Per:re•t relief ie not poas ible except w1 th time. You can­

not now realise that you will ever feel better. Isn't 

thia aoT And yet it 1■ a mistake. You are sure to be 

happy again. !o mow this, which is certainly true, will 

make 7ou •••m leaa aieerable now. I haTe had experience 

enough to know what I eq, and 7ou need onl7 to belieTe to 

feel better at once. Th• memor7 of your dear father 

ln■tea4 of an agoiv will 7et be a ■a4, ■-eet feeling in 

7our heart. of a purer and holier aorrow than 7ou haTe eTer 

mown before. Please present f'A7 kind regards to 7our 

afflicted mother. Your sincere friend, Abraham Lincoln." 

I could reed oth r■• but time will not 

permit. I ■poke of the patience of the man and of hie 

fortitu4e. After the battle of ~rederiokaburg. when the 

Union tori•• were defeate4, Abraham Lincoln ■a14: "If there 

1■ 8.JJ7 man out of hell who auffera more than I 4o, I pit7 

hill." During thoae 7•r• of the ClYll War he more than 



once descended into the Teey deepmoat depths of hell. 

Veey often. alone at nigh,, after a da7 of harrowing 

inf'ormation from the front, troubled and beaet. he would 

fall down on hie meea and pra7, mowing no other place to 

go to, and mowing no other place in which to aeek nrcea■e 

from hie sorrow. and comfort and oonaolation. And 7et with 
. 

it all he remained the patient man. the man of fortitu4e 

and courage. 

All these qualities endeared him to the 

world,--the humanity cf the man, the long arm that atuck 

out wide enough to embrace all the children o~ • an. Be 

knew neitherwbl.te or black; he recognized no dietinctiona 

of race or creed or color. Be ~ounded hie life in the 

one central idea, as he called it,--the proposition that 

all men are created equal. and h knew exactly what he meant 

b7 that phraae. It waa not a hackneyed, threadbare phrase 

that he wae ueing; it waa the theme of hi• life, the maJor, 

4o•1n.ent theme of hia life's a711phoD7--the proposition that 

all men are created equal; not equal endowment■ of qual1-

t1ea. lor there are no two thinge alike in the worl4; 

there are no two drop■ of water alike in the worl4. Bature 

an4 Bature's Go4 haTe not endowe4 eTeey man •i~b the eame 

qualitiea of mind, of aoul or bot\7 aa thou of eTel}" other 

man. But equal before the throne of oa. an4 equal before 

tbe spirit of Go4; equal ln the presence of the ri ht to 
. 

11••• equal in the pre■enoe of opportunltiee to 11Te an4 

grow. equal before the law. There muat be no ■hackle■: 



- -----~--------------------------------.1---
there must be no imposed chains upon any child of God. A 

fair and open and free field for eTel"J' one. and let eTerJ" 

one go aa far aa hie natiT& abilities and hie talents and 

hie will will oarq hi■. 

!hat la what Abraham Lincoln understood b7 

the phraae. the proposition that all men are created equal. 

He called for it inceasantl7. In addressing a group of 

soldiers he told them that the war was being waged ao that 

eTeey one of their children may haTe the same opportunit7 

that he. Abraham Lincoln had bad; the eame opportunit7 to 

express their native po•rs and potencie•. the ae.me 

opportunity for initiative. for enterprise, for undertaking. 

Hie definition of democracy remains to this da7: "Aa I 

would not be a alave, ao would I not be· a master. As I 

would not impose artificial reatriotiona and unjustified 

burdens upon 8111" man, ao I would not accept &IJ1' artificial 

and unjust privileges encl prerogatiTe■ for myself." And that 

wa■ hi■ u·1derstanding of democrac7. 

In one of hie adclreeees h, speaka of himaelf 

a■ a l.iTing w1tnea■. "I aa a living witness to the '1-uth 

ot deaoorao7." And he•••· He baa been oalled the man for 

the age■. He 1■• He is the man for mankln4. It la 

difficult to define h1a peraonallt7. It 1■ difficult to 

■87 what made Abraham Linooln;a man of geniua 1■ a 1117■te17 

an4 onl7 God haa the ke7 to that 117ate17. You cannot ■&7 

it••• hie indu■tey. hie good nature. hi■ hard work. hi■ 

hone■t7. whioh 11&4• Abraham Lincoln. Other people who hal 

·-

--~-------tr-------------------------------t----
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theae qualitiea remained rail splitters and grocer7 

cleru; nd one became Abraham Lincoln. You cannot take 

a 1111naet and say it 1a tbia color and thia which make up 

the aunaet. Bo. It la the peculiar blending and fusing 

of these colors which giTe to the sunset its glo~ and ite 

beaut7. So it la with the human peraonalit7. It la that 

peculiar blending and fusing of qualitiea which def7 

anal7eia which comstitute genius and greatneaa • . 
ADcl ao when •• speak of Abraham Lincoln the 

moat that we can do is to ea7 what he meant to u■. To 

■peak of hia meseage. to speak of hia infiuence and hie 

message to ua la a two-fold meaaage. 11ret, the message of 

hie life, of himself, to witne■• the atilmlating and 

glowing meeea e of a man who was e eshed in all the 

diefaTore and diaabilities of life, chained down, as it 

were. to the crudenea■ and the coareeneaa and the hard 

labor of the worll. And yet he, eomehow, by dint of will . 
and determination and Tieion, rose atep by step, rose to 

the higher leTel■, to the magnificence and the raliance 

of a world pereonalit7. !bat, iteelf, le a meeaage to 

eTe?7boq--to eTer7bol7. Y011, rq ttienl, you think 7011 

are poor, ana 7ou feel youraelf abused an4 maltreated b7 

leatiDT, ana 7011 gruable ana coaplain. . Abrahalll Lincoln 

wa■ •~llilarl~ beaet b7 ■i■forhm and 41••~1lit7 and 414 

not complain, lnlt ro■e. Y011 haTe not had the . opportunit7 

of e41lcatioa, of college training, ana 7011 feel 7oareelf 

4iequallf1el. Abrahaa Llnooln had none of theN adTantage■, 
----------
-ia-



and 7et he ro■e to become a beacon-light unto mankin4. 

Your world cannot be as empty and as unattractiTe as hi■ 

world•••• You ■uffer bereaYement and lose and misfortune 

in life. So did he. And yet he climbed the battlement• 

of deatl~. He became a guide and a leader of men. And 

ao there is the message of hia life of itself. 

Then there ie the meaaage of bis political 

faith, of hie oentral idea which be loTed--for every great 

man loved a great idea; and the unfolaent of a great 

man's life le onl7 an unfolclaent of one great, central 

idea. and the central idea of the life of Abraham Lincoln 

wae the propeaition that all ■en are created equal. 

Deaoorao7--the real deaoorao7l hith in the oomaoa man; 

faith in the aTerage man; faith in ever7 mall. Bo mania 

common enough but what a ■park a ruck by the hand of 

opportunit7 may not call forth greatneae and po r within 

that man. ~alth in the collectiTe wisdom of the eople; · 

faith that the people, in spite of their failings and their 

mietake■ and their blunders, ult atel7 rrive at a eater 

truth; faith that in the long run the voice of the people 

le the Toloe of Go4--1n the long run! faith in freedom--

freedom of thinking, freedom of ■peaking, freedom ot 

exchange of idea■, freedom for all the• baaic thinga. which 

to 11&Jl1' of u■ haTe become oo-onplaoe. trite, through eb4leaa 

repetition. beoau■e e put the into our tezt ltoou. TheH 

ba■le idea■ were tbe ■ap of hi■ lit• and hia •••■age for 

future generatlona: laeoauae u long•• MD 11Tel u1-on thi■ ~----t---- --+---==---· 



foot■tool of the A1111ght7. ao lo11g will he nee4 th••• few 

elemental and basic truth■ whioh Lincoln somehow 4er1Ted 

from the very aoll. from the apaolousnes■ and the freedom 

and the openness of the prairie world 1n which he lived, 

and the freedom, equality, fairness, kindliness. friendl1-

neaa. 

We ought to thank God every day of our life 

thet it was our privilege, the riTilege of the Aml!trican 

people. to have Abraham Lincoln; that he was born in our 

midst. that he lived among ua, thet he walked amoag u■ a■ 

brother. as kinsman. aa fr1en4. e ought to thank God 

that in that great critical hour there waa a man equippecl 

with ■ind and aoul aD4 boq. equipped to lead, a eervant 

to mall but not a alave of man; a man Who loved hie fellow­

••n. but a man who, above all. loved encl belieTe4 in 

oertaiD baaio 14eu which he was read7 to follow through, 

through a ••a of blool unto the other shore. 

!Ilia 1■ Abraham Linooln--,ather Abrahaa. 



S.KL,... F DZ .. 1CR. CY 
By R.l Jo i Abb< ... Hi "'.. lel Silv r 

s given one gr at h--ro to mankind - AbrGI.I.~~ L • ncoln. rever Mieric 

en live. his n is mentioned, and h r v r men ~f r his name is invoked. 

I i ts who come to our ahor love to re d his bio pey, more than the 

bio Ph¥ of aIJ¥ oth r • t man. His life fascinates th writ r of io • pq 

more than th 11 • of a:r,.y oth r can. nie world lo,.ea A raham Lincoln; d 

with the incre· sin y ara it i er ~tin Lincoln le nd wnich is the su: rem• 

tribut o univ r f ction r v rence. 

Bl• sed indeed is the lail ho b com s th h ro or the opl•' le nd. 

Bl• eel ia the •i ho r nality b co • le ed with r o lit of 

ople 1s lite his people, d ho• lif is nurtured 

long a!ter hi a t.bl.y c er i n ed. s b en \hus bleaaed. 

out t in en. Thee• s 

ho circum t cea made rev lutioniat. 

Th re w· a Je feraon, the sc olc.rly d cultur d 11 r 1. Th r • • Theodore 

Roosevelt, th dynamic dministr tor. Th re a drow 11 on, the iaol ted 

intellectual of xqu site world visions. ! •Y er 11 • t en;• ch had 

his mea • d 11 are rev red by mankiDd. Yet ra.bam Lincoln lone is lo'Y d. 

raham Lincoln one a b n t n to the boao ot .......... ~ind, to 1 t lortng 

ands tering h t. 

!h world lov • him. en call him "l'ather ? B c me 

in him t world• • it elf reflected: b c ae 11 t e rom.'lllCe, the at 

the triumph, 

desperate~ 

d th 47 o lif ar r fl ted 1n his 11 •• All the 

4 aspir tiona o the ce find th 1r Yindication 1D 1. 

Be7oad the gr at chi v nt• of Lincoln, eyond th m nt,OQS con\r1bu\1ona 

e, 

• 
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which he ma.de t ... Ll.lotl,l,l~ind - th emancipation o th slaves • d th pr• erv· tion 

of the Union - b yond all this, Lincoln chi v d some\ 1 ev n ore precioua 

and beautiful - ·mselfl a rsa • lit. l a lmma.n ing of such rare hnmani.ty, 

of auch ciousnesa of spirit, such nrofound s a~ and understanding, such 

humanity int e midst of v st tri tion, nd such orti e ne· Uie 

bludgeon f ce tirql The orld lov a him not nly for w t did but for 

w th w s -- i tr · ing rm the cl oft c on life out suffused 

with t e s_ l d ur o th t rnal ti des. 

All men './~ com on Lil coln as n mighty ·ctnsman, a friend 

and guide. T e 11110 s 

diafaYoured o 11 • ho 

olive in overty. ignor 

b en tr ped d st·iv 

masses ft rld lo to A r Lincoln 

ce, and t, the 

seemingly damned, tm 

11 • nd career 

their own • • confi d, th ir own bitions cer d'ted. ror he, too, •a• 

poor doh, ho p orl -- poor in av· t d lonely 11d rne~s, p or in the 

midst of a rsh, cru 1. d c shi l'f, p or in a rel ntless and cting 

world. In hi lif none of the ciouanea d charm o soci 1 lif w a to 

b found, f o t ar.i niti sand little o the aw e\ne a of cirlliz tion were 

pr sent. And he, too, w a ignor· t, orn in the mi •t of ioiorance, r • eel in 

the aids\ of ignorance - no schools, no teacher■ , no des, Dothing but the 

homel.7 1 dam d tive shrewdness o u~,~-o d en, st eped in sup rstition, 

11Y1 int t outposts of lonely land. And an un ttractive aJl4 

awkw rd child he •, and he gr w into :1. inly and unc th auth endowed 

by nature with f • of h ualitie• hich o en voured w· a to man. 

That • s Abraham Lincoln. And yet ro el '?hr~~- th Junc1 of 

adT rai '7 and 1 orance d want, b rose. B7 dint of t q and •ffori 

ar.d strugcle, he ro e. He v d to 1k miles to boDl"Ow a boo , t 1-



borro ed th book. d he read 1 t. He rose. Be ~ 

book through the long hours of night until th br ak of 

had to read hi• 

:wn, sprawled out before 

hia cabin fire. But he did it, and he rose. Be have had to wrestle withou\ 

help of teacher with his thematics, hi• log rithma, and hi trigonomet17 iJl 

order to nr • h s lf or the nor pos i tion of a deput SurT 7or - he 

r 

may ha • had t ciimb, aa it re, with bl din bands upon runga of owl•dR 

but he did, d h rose. 

In all \his th r is chal len Dd thri l ll b ttle }vmn. And so the 

mass• of the world ve co t gard L ncoln a their rother, ia fortune 

and i sfor , their big brother ho p i t out t t th , who aho•• th• 

how a rise rom th lo er t o th .lnd \hq lOYe 

him tor lt. 

Lincoln 1 • v ry clo • t the co 

been one t ta•~ .. el • - ot their own rugged.nesa 

H 1• ot th v r y 11 of th co n 11 •• 

~or they know im to have 

d rabne • ancl a treng\h. 

• • ten ncy t 111100th the s nin irregul riti •off eta, • 

r on aald. Le nd caota veil of ercy .over thft d ficl ncie of tho•• oa 

we lov . e th today of _ ... _ Lincoln only in terms of hia excell nc1•• 

But 1D so doin th r i t d er o r oTl him from dnahip wl\h hie 

fellow-n:ien ho • lina e, a a ruJ. , 119t w1 thou.t their sha4owa. Lincola 

•a• human, be t with nmllBll railtie . H d hi■ mnn1anta of tow ri r •• 

ot ti re s ion. ot m lenneas d at bornne •• At tiraa h w • morbidl.7 

cautioua ••er tive d ausp1c1oua. Bnticmali t thou&h he a■, sup ratition 

at time• Tictiaised him, d the 4Nad of dreams • d res n\im nta. The 

political IJU&lu.G ... of hi• , lier ;yea.re ere Dot 1 a x l 'r7• 



Bil\ Lincoln w d developed. He fought his ay through t,he under ruah 

to the ~•n spaces of a magnificently • fecti v uersona.11 v. And in \hia le 

of his spiritual anabaeu,, the world oeholda 1 ta d • rest hop • triumphant.. 

Democracy • • 1 ta aainta. .ill those known and v»kMWD dead who out ot 

their love for man and ! · th in him, laboured mightily in their time and place 

to • •• cru.ahing burd na d t level hia roa4, and who, ecause of thair 

great lo•• • 

f a1 th, are th 

of at1tud 

consecr tion, suffered urin their lite died for their 

saint• of democracy and the world~ ell burn it••••t ·ncen • 

t t e shrine o their memor7. 

inco n w s such saint-· r • a \h trust ·nd noblest fall. 

Lincoln not only lieved in democ ey, he w a d er cy. W shin on waa not. 

Jefferson• not. Hamilton•·• not. Mama• 

chil en or an undemocr· tic ciTilization. 1'h y 

t. 'l'h97 ere the reb llioua 

d at their conviction• 

throu.g-h an int tlec 1 roce a. 'lbe7 bet!An .. d rata t ough ilo ophic 

ap culation, i • ich thq were aided b the 11 ral th France in tbe 

eight enth century. T ey r not • r ducts o! d ocr e. 

But •a.A-~~ Lincoln waa. Be t~d it. H •oft every s 11 

of d ocr a.ey. t of t rude freed.om of th untrAJmia 1 d empire of the t, 

he c , and the sp 1ousne and • of the pion er•• free life w re in 

him. .t.11 the tr ng d a 1 the W,::;:c';-....-s of democracy r flectecl th elY • 

in him. 

J.nd he eat blish d the democratic 40&11&. Hot ••rr man, of cour e, bona 

in democr cy, 1• an Ahr~'"' Lincoln but that an Abraham 14.ncoln could be 

born and mirtur.ed in/demcracy is oriaus evidence ot 1\a poteu<:7. n ve 

int D d t t emocrac ineTi bly _...,.,. for diocri t;y, t 1 t aua eta 
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and crush a the exceptionally it\ed ones. But here was -0ne who w"s po sessed 

of the very ~ tnmp and girth of genius, who had b 0 n f shioned by demo er tic forces 

and who. n T rthele s, rose, not clone to the supreme pol i tical office in the 

democb.ey, but to • position of heroic and cx, "'ma.ndiDg import ~c• in the orld. 

• • t .Abran.am Lincoln achiev d. others similarly gifted may. There ar eTi -ntl.7 

Tast, uneuspected depoai t• ot the rich ore of hU! ea.tn sa in the soil of the 

common people. 'l'his Abr • Lincoln's 11"' atteeted. 

Lincoln's democracy s simple. atraightfor ard, nd und~vi ting. It 

po ~essed t t quality of clari\7 and decia1vene • which belongs to axiomatic truth. 

'!'he authentic mood of the Declaration of Independence is in it - uerha.pa or the 

last time 1n A~erican political 11~ •. Bo refined intellectu.:iliam, no conaid ration 

ot ex rience or expedienc7, llhittled down its ma aive proportions. Lincoln's 

democracy stands out monumental, heroic, immo~ le. 

•The principles ot Jefferaon are the definitions LJnd axioms of free 

society. And y . t t '1ey are denied d ev d d with no small show of succesa. 

One daringly calls them 'glittering .neralitiea•; another landly calla 

them • self-evi nt lies.• ad others insidiously • rgue that the7 a ,,ply to the 

•sup rior races. 1 These xpresai na, differin in form, are indentical in 

obj ct and effect - the supplan\in0 of t}w r1nc1ple of tree overnment aad 

restoring those of classification, caste, and legitimacy. ~•ould deli t 

a convocation of cro ned heads plo ti " inst the people. !he7 are the 

Yangua.rd, the min rs and s :9pers of returni deapotism. 

them or they will subjugate ua.• 

e mu.at repulse 

!'here •a• prophetic ardour in his recurrent appeal• to return to tu 

unaclulterated democratic aith of the Fath rs of the Revolution. He was the 

laat of that • ant br od. 
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•It the s· egaurds of lib rty a e ro en down, sis now attempted, when 

the7 have made tin a of fr e Negroes, ho long, think yau., before the7 gin 

to make th • of poor white men? Be not dee ivedl The fO'UJl er of the Democratic 

Parv d cl red t t 1all men are er ated equal.• His succesaor in o fice has 

writta the word 'white• before 1men 1 , making it rad •all white men are er at d 

equal.• Prq, will not, or Ina¥ not the 'Kn Not~inga, 1 if t ey should co 

into po ;er, · ve the word 1Prot~ tant• insert d 

'all Prot s ant it en are ere ted equal? 1 H 

t refr shin directness of s eechJ 

Lincoln so eh w reminds of t c ent 

t po·-ea the coloaaal hei \, the 8 

outr eachin po er t ; t e • ac s tomed to assoc 

fore 1white, 1 . , i n 

t rare erspicacityJ 

rophete of Isr el. 

it read 

He 8 ... 

of sp ri t. and the same 

t th t e anc i Pnt ropheta. 
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1Raina came loosening the top soil of the land 

where it was not held by crass roots, it as a yellow 

clay and tha t softened to slush; in this 7ellow slush 

many a time .A.be Lincoln walked ankle deep; his bare 

feet ere intimate with the clay dust ot the hot 

dog-days, with the clq mud of spring and fall rains; 

he waa at home in clq. In the timbers with his axe, · 

on the way to chop, his toes, heels, soles, the balla 

of hia feet climbed and slid in banks and sluices of 

clay. In the corn fields ploughing, hoeing, cutting 

and ~uc ing, again his bare feet ap ke with the cla_y 

of the earth; it w sin his toe-nails and stuck on the 

akin of his toe knuckles. The c lor of clay as one of 

his colors. In th hort and simple annals o the poor, 

it eeema there are pe ople who breathe with the earth and 

take into their lungs and blood some of the ha.rd and 

dark strength of ite ID1'Ster7. During six or seven month■ 

each 7ear, in the twelve fiercest formative years ot hi 

life, Aoraham Lincoln had the pads of his foot-sole■ bare 

against the clq of the earth. It may oe t · t the earth 

told him in her tough gypsy slang one or two knacks ot 

livin orth keeping. !o be or anic with running wildfir 
and qui t rain both at the aam moment, i to e a 

carri rot ave lines thee th iv a up only on hard 
usage.• 

• 
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