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ago there died 

in the ci't7 of the Hague. BollaD4. 1D a lonely attic 1D a 

liYed there eeYen 7ear■• estranged frca hie famil7. ex­

co1a111D1cate4 :tro■ hie people; and two centuriee later, on 

the equare within sight of this hou■•. a ■O-IIPM'lt •a• 

dedicated to thie lowl7 maker of len■ea. and on the 

occasion of thie 4ed1oation one of the great minda of 

Europe, --Renan-- ■tated: "!hie man from hie granite 

pedestal will point out to all men the wa7 of bleeeedneea 

Which he foun4, and ages hence the cultiTated traYeler 

passing b7 thia apot will aa7 in hie heart, ''fhe trueet 

Yision eTer had of Go4 OBIN nrhape here.'" 

!he name of thia lowly maker of lenaea whom 

thia man eulogised •a• Baruch Spinosa. Other illuetrioue 

Yoice■ .before Renan and since, haTe been added to the 

ohonae of tribute and eulog. !he great German poet and 

friend of Ko•a Kendeleaolm--Leeaing--■aid: "!here 1■ no 

poe■ible Tie• of life but Spino•'••" !he greate■t <Jenum ... 
poet. <Joethe •• profounal7 illpreaae4 b7 the teaobtng of 

Splnosa, and throughout hie life remalnel hi■ deYote4 

spiritual dieciple. !he philoaopher. Hegel. ■tatedthat 

in order to be a phllo■opher one muet flr■t be a Spinosa. 

Leibnits. the phlloaopher, who ■o treundoual7 1nfluenoe4 

lluropean thought during the eighteenth oelltul'J', reoe1Te4 
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hie inspiration and leading ideas frcn Spinosa. Heine. 

another gre-t Jew and kinaman of Spinosa. eaid of Spinosa 

that hie life-• a copy of the life of hie 4iT1De kinsman, 
. 

.Teaua. !he remarkable achool of poet■ 1D England at the 
. 

beginning of the nineteenth oentuJ7--Wordaworth. Xeata, 

Shelle7, B~o•, were ggide4 in their philoaophiea, in the 

foraation of their Yi••• of life. and man'•• b7 the 

4ootr1Dee of Spinosa. Baoh one of these men••• a force, 

himself. in modern Europe, and 1n acknowledging their 

in4ebte4neee to Spinosa the;, were indicating the influence 

of this man not alone upon their own life, but through them 

upon the liYea of their generation. 

Be was ignored for almoet more then a centur7 
~~6'M" rc 

after hie death. Interest i n S inoza reYived during the 
"- ~ -.N", 1,.......,,.-, - '1AA. ~ t'~ • 

cloae of the eighteenth oentur)' .a.n4 the ~•s1nn1nn ef ,he 
~....sn..""C 

atowtf§■lh. Prom that time on hie march across the f ield 

of European thought baa been vecy much in the nature of a 

triumphal prooeaeion. He is spoken of bereYer men think 

of the ultimates of life, and the aaaple of hie life, quite 

apart fro■ hie teaching--of thi• ■eek, huable, courageou■ 

■pirit, who quietl.7 and patientl.7, and with marYeloua 
. 

fortitude and realgnatioa, faoe4 a world arra7e4 in 

hoa1illlt7 againa1i hia. parna4 Ilia quiet wq.-~h• •x-pla 

of hie lif-)haa inaraaeingl.J' won 1ihe reTerenae an4 1ihe 
( J. ~ -- ' 

admiration of 411!■41 crl ••• an -iltlll:B • fw• 1■1• wilbat ■ 

-.f-..tbe greate■t leaders of Buro n thought, 118■bere of 

the ••••■ltle/1n the 
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humble dwelling of this maker of leneea in !he Hague, nd 
/fi,ii .~ • 

again~ tribute to hie memory by dedicating this house, 

this Spinosa house./ he Spinosa 11111eeua for all time. 

Bow. who was thia Baruch or Benedict Spinosa 

who eo tremendoual7 influenced the thought of mankind aince 

hie da7T Barach Spinosa was a Jew, of Spanish-Jewish 
---:;,-.-- /IN~----

parentage. born in Allllterclaa, HollaD4, ill 632. Hollan4 

at that time was perhapa the onl.7 free oountr7 1D Ea.rope. 

and thoee who fled fro■ religioua paraecution ■ough, 

■anotaa17 in Bollan4. :lumero•• sec,■ like tbe Me11non1,ea 

and the Collegiant■, muaerou■ ADaltaptiat■ ••o'•• wh1oh 

were proacribed in alaoet all the other .countriea of 

Europe, found their refllge in Hollancl. You will recall 

4'Uet about thie time the P.ilgr fathers came to Bolland, 

eo that the7 may worahip accord1n to the dictate ■ of their 

conecience. and it 1a from Holland that the7 set aail in 

1620 for Plymouth. 

Bolland waa a country whioh tolerated 

diseenter■• bu*, to• certain point,jt ••• free for 
/\ 

religioua group■ of all Yarletl••• ~ut it••• not free for 

tboae aen or ■eota who were aocuae4 of athei■■ or agnoat1-

ol•• Sn ii • Jhe J••• of Bolland were largarSpaniah or 

PortugueN llaraaoa, that 1■, J••• who had 11Te4 1n SpalD 

or Portugal. p11.)11frofe■e1Dg Cat~ol1o1•. 

praot1o1■1ng lla4a1•, ner alno• the expulalon of th• 

l••• fro■ Spain 1a l~2 and fro■ Portugal ln 1.&96. !houa-
7 ~ J 

anle of the■ who had re■aiml aa4 aooepted the faith of the 
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coun t17 80 that they might remain • ..,,~ did not ab Jure 
t,vl ,di ~ 

their original fa tll. led W>- life of duplici t7. ae 1 t 

-••• public. profeaaing Chriatienit7. aeoretl7. aueuut~v. 

practicing Judaia. Bow. theae llarano■ . &8 the7 were 

called. were v9r7 often the TictiJu of the Inquisition. 

who ■ought out theee men who were 1 ading thie dual 

exiatenoe and pareecuted thea and deatroyed them. Ila~ of 

the■• Marano■ who persisted in re111Sining 1n Portugal an4 
~ 

Spain soon found their exiatence there va prbspn. 

preoarioua.~l of danger. and the7 ealgrated to Tario•• 

parts of the world. .IZPP. ~en Holland beoue 

Keli1■l was liberated from the yoke of Philip 

eatabliahed religiou■ freedo■ for all group■• 

' 

free • ...-t;lfheD f7 

II and ~ 

a117 of th••• 

Marano■• hearing of thia new av n of refuge. fled from 

Portugal and Spain and found their way to Holland. 

The firat group of Jewiah aettlera · came to 

Bolland in 1693--31lat a handful. ithin two or three 

deoade8 their numbere had increased to .. thouaanda. and 

Amaterdaa in a few years c e to be known throughout the 

·iffiah world aa the••• Jenaale■. Holland••• then at 

the very ••Dl'b o~ ita ower and proaperit7. It wa■• in a 

■eue, the mi■tre•• of the ■ea■ . It■ ehipa ooTered the 

■eTen ■eu. Co eroiall.7 it~• in the Tall of the nationa 

of Bllr.ope. Art1■,ioall.7 it••• the age of Re■branlt. 

Intellectuall7 it••• the age of Qrotl•• all& Voeeiua. 

It••• the great oultural -4 intelleotual ert ••••ii••• el 
I 

••• the great o01111eroial. oenter 



---

- ~ I 
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of Europe, and thither theae Marano Jews 
~ 

highly culture4, a2st1l Lbst: w:rq. and before ver7 long 
~ 

the7 e■tabliahed their inatitutiona. their achoola their 

s7r1&goguea. Some of their aynagoguea were veq beautiful 

architecturall7• M~ ~ - 1 l••s~ produced aome Teq 

capable aoholar■ and thluker■. One of their number. 

llauaaaeh ben Israel, was inatrumental in 166• to induce 

Cromwell to permit the readmieeion of the Jewa to England. 

So atrong did the Jewa of Amaterdam become financiall.7, 

~•□r111tatl), that the7 could lna1a,, through the Hollan& 

co■pan1•• whioh had founded Bew Aaaterdara in the Bew World. 

--the7 could inaia, tha, Peter Sh7Yeaan, ahould permit 

,hoe• poor Jewish fallilie■ whloh had fi.ed fr0111 Brasil, to 

laD4, and theu ,went7-:four .Tewieh pilgrim■ were the firat 
~~ (A. 

Jew■ to ■et their foot upon the soil wB'ie~ came to~• known 

41 the Valte& State■. 

low 1D thla milieu Baruch Spinosa wae born. 
~ ~JW' /) 

Bia famll7 waa well mown. Bia grandfather,... waa ire■ ilont f M,,t,,. 

of tbe Jewiah Congregation of Aa a lad Spinosa ~VI(. 
,..,W11 ij _ ..J...__,, ._ - -.- ,V,w.,,.~ --

ah died the Bible, the Hebrew language the !alamd. AB he 'fl 
I ~~ ,._,, 1.1b 

grew into manhood be alao atudie~ ewiah ph1loaop11T. J"'Je;. 
l;peclally the work■ illlODld••• Qeraonide■ an4 '8• P <tc-,, 

Creoa■• and the•• Jewiah philosopher■ left an iapr1n, 

upon the thinking of Spinosa and upoa hi■ later wr1t1Dga • 
.,, ➔ c--- r> I "? N 

!here a eare4 a ,ook reoentl.7 b7 »r. 

sa, oalle& 

iaportant a,atement: that the •Qlai4• f 
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the Perplexe4"--the lloreh BebvJ~la b7 llaimoliide■, hie Opua 

llagma--i■ the ke7 not 

ayste■ in Spinosa' ■ 

of the 

nl7 to the growth of the Spinosa 
to 

■in4, bat also.the peculiar hietory 

it exerted upol the oourae of 

European apeculat on. Spinosa also ■tu4ied Latin, phy■ic■. 

aciencea of ha day. 

lfhen Spinosa waa a 7oung man he came under 

the influence of that great henoh pbiloaopher who• ~1" 
a■ spread oTer Weetern Ba.rope--Deacart••• Three year■ 

before Spinosa waa born Descarte■ remoYed to Holland and 

remained 1D Holland off and on until he died in 1660. So 

that during the foraatiTe 7ear■ of Spinosa'a life he waa 

under the influence, direotly or indirectl.7, of thi■ great 

~renoh philosopher Who oleare awa7 so ■aJQ' of the cobweb■ 

of the Kiddle Age■; tltn1 ■ tr••••••• ■a■ ~ thi■ tre en4ou■ 

intellect. who reenthroul reason 1■ •~• ■l■l •• oTer 

against tra41tlon an4 authorlt7; this man who deYote4 hlm­

■elf ao completel7 to the probleu of mo ledge and the 

metho4s of acquiring true and exact knowledge; thte =•• 
who paYed the wa7 for modern European thought. 

•••• Spinosa waa saturated with the ideaa 

of De cartea and the Carte■ian philo■op)Q-. Deacarte■ wa■ 

not without hi■ enemiea and hie cr1tlo■ 1 in the Chrl■tian 

world, Md he wae denounced•• an athei■t~ ...i 16\ien the■• 

idea■ were carried oYer 'b7 Spinosa into the Jewi■h worl4, 

1\..,••• l lt•1Jt aJ •o eooa to bi ailaokil •• atlle6■tie, , 
_,_ 



oartaJnJ7 •• net o•t~••••• aai 8pme■• •• soon auspecte4 

o'f herea7. ...-~ Aaater4aa Jewlah 001111111D1t7 •• TerJ' 
4 f.t 
jigorou■ in I.Ill a11ppreasion of here■7. It had to be. It 

still felt itael'f inaecure. Some of them still remembered 

their trial■ and tribulations in Spain and Portugal. whence 

they had fled. 'rbey were now at peace; they were now 

enjoying proeperit7; they did not want their peace and 

proeperlt7 to be endangered t~\aratloal wrltlnga 

and ~ublicationa of ~of their number; they did not want 

to have the disfsYor and the displeasure of the people in 

whose midst they lived brought down upon them because of 

the irresponsible heresie■ of one of their number. Again. 

the7 were tbemaelTes extremely orthodoz. rigidly ao. and 
./l.AV~~ 

the7 anerl11" aga.lnat aJJTthin,g whlob threatened their 
-·-"'7' 

orthodo27. 
,;,..YA., 

An earlier contempora17 of Bpinosa. Uriel 

d'Aoo■ta. •l■ t a Porhgueae 1'Iarano who had come to HollaD4. 
I~ 

had auffered greatly because of his Be wa■ a man 

who loTe4 Ju4aia. who wa■ Ter7 :nuch of a av■tic. an 

impetuou■ aort of a man. and 11llen he came to Bollan4 

and publicl7 proclaimed hi■ .7udai■a • . he found that the 
,~ w~~~ 

Judai■m "!11ch he p~tioed in hie da71wa■ not at all 

the Ju4a1■• whioh he had Tiaioned in Portugal. !he 

inatitution. the rigidity of its theolo87. the practice■. 

did not ap eal to him. and N--he became a critic of them. 

Be criticised the fo of la4a1am of hie 487; he crit1cise4 

" the rabbinic practice■ Which he foun4 not to be at conaonanee 
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--~----
with the teachiDge of the Bible; he criticised some basic 

dootrin~• of Jewish theoloa. and before Ter7 long be found 

himself exco111111nicatea, _.,,.,..~ liTe4 1D exco1111111nic~tion, 

an isolated man, for m~ yeare; but he could not s'tana 
» 

thia iaolat1on. 

~nd ■o Ip- asked forg1Teneaa of the Amaterdam oongregation. 

He repented. Be would no longer proclaim the■• heresiee • 

aao.1fe wae readmitted into the folcl. But lllpeh.oua aa he 

•••• sna more or leaa a senloua fanatic in hie ideas, be 
Pfl¥.7 /45~ 

coUld not stay silent ant\ he again pxc v ded to write an4 

to speak contrary to the accepted doctrines and conTentiona 

of hie day; and again he waa excommunicated. this time with 

the serious exc~nication wbich out him off completeq 
-ct ~ f' • 

from his fellow Jen He lived 1n ~; t utter isolation 

for some time until ha could no\ 11Te that way any longer, 

and he came back to the coD1111U1it7 and asked forgivenea■ .P ,---~ 

....... 1'1a time he ns 5:#?t(',, to the moat huailiatlng f,.J.vl'1,NW ..... 

.rop•atrsee ~ Be had to aoknowledge hia elm 1D pu,110; he 

••• laehed with fort7 ■tripe■ pre■orl'bed b7 the 1••• and•• 

a oulminatlng ollaax of the infaal•• heapet. upo• hill. he ••• 

oo■pellel to lie prostrate upon the threabol4 of tbe 

B7DBgogue the p8ople could ~P OTer hill. tlD 

'"11117 11,! 1 aa they left the aynagogue. !hie proud grandee 

could not bear thia humiliation, and ■ome time later h• 

committed aulolde. . / ... / 
~ v,,, ') Ll"1_U.N~~ 

_!! tt,q. Spinosa mew what 11.e ■ a fuoltli when 

he procleimed h•• •see; hi■ unortho4ox Tien. '!!91Z·■A!!· •••s■llt-

-8-
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·~"o,rnnatio attack':/. bia with a dagger, 

art alli7 ~7 ■ca, ••A•-•• aectiant waa hie ltf& 11111. 

His teacher. the Rabbi Marte ira,triecl to 41eeuade hi■ fro■ 
n 

glTing 1111tlio upreaeion of hi■ Tien, .... offered hia a 

pension of a thousand florins if he would remain silent, f/1 

~~la~ penaton af a■-■• r••• .-,elwop r■flllaet, ptU■Pn7 
~ ~JS' - . 

0Mfnsc1 - And so n , when Spinosa waa e lad of 

twenty-~-•. he as formslly excommunicated from the fold. 

This was the form of hie excommun1cet1on: 

"By the aentence of the angel■. by the decree of the 

aainta, we anathematize. cut off, cur■• and execrate Baruch 

Spinosa, in the raeence of the aaored boou with the aix 

hundred and thirteen precepts written therein. ,ronouncing 

a ain■t - hia the Anathema where 1th Joabus anatheaatise4 

Jericho, 1th the ourae wherewit Ellaha curaed the oh114-

ren, and all the cur••• which are written 1D the book of 

'the law. Let hill be accurae4 b7 487 1 and accuraed b7 night; 

acourael when he l7eth down.encl aocuree4 when he r~leeth 

up; aocur■e4 when he goeth out, and aocur■ed when he oo■etb 

in. The Lord pardo~ him nner; the wrath and fuey of the 

Lord bur~ upon tbia man an4 brin4, upon b1■ all th• our■•• 

which are written ln the Book of the Law, and blot' out h1■ 

name under heaven. 1187 the Lord aet bl■ apart for 

deatructlon from ell the tribea of I ■rael. and weight him 
~ 

with all the malediction■ of the :ii s nm I r\ which are 

wr!tten 1n thia law. !here ■hell no man apeak to hi■, no 

man wrlt• to hla, DO man ■how him any klD4De■■• DO man etq 



under the aame roof with hill. no man come nigh unto hi■." 

D•• ure tbe compl1rnellt ■ ef *•• taeeilesiu 

twenty-,.. years after hie exoomrnnnioation Spinosa liTed 

apart trom hie people. He had some friends among non­

Jew■ • eapeoially among the a;ratioa--the Kennollitea and the 

Collegiant■ ot Hollan4. am he alao carried on a rather 

exteneiTe correspondence with ■tudenta of philosophy, aome 

of the■• like Leibnits. Tery eminent philosophic atudenta 

of hie day. He liTed acme time at Amsterdam; he lived 

also at RQ"Daburg. Voorburg. and finally at The Hague. 
~ rA V~<A -~ .... "H- .-...J~A,_ • 

where he die4. Be lf-,, ,,i1 ■~ir9 ••• • 
P~✓ _..........,__ M ..;.. M--

The glue duet which he inhale raTated bis ma , which 
~ 

was tuberculoaie and the ear y ge of forty-tour 

Baruch Spino• 41e4. B1a fr1ende offereA io eeai ■t ai■ , 

aoph7 at Heidelberg. Be refused that. Be •nte4 quiet 

and aeoluaion. John DeWitt gaTe bla a •all pension, 

which he uaed for the purchase ot boon. Hie poaeeaeiona 

Baruch Spinosa neTer joined arq other co111111nioa. He nenr 

Joined.rMll the Christian Church> ~ waa embittered a alnat 

the brother■, and from time to time apoke unk1ndl7 ~ '/; 

•he■ anil aban t, t►of - •••• ,. -■ &&¾ ,. L B • ••►► 
- -M- ---- ~--·- ---•-•-e u~g aUUY- ~ -~~ ~~~V4DV~•-· 

But 'b7 and large he 11Ted the lite ot a patient, humble. 

gr•&Joor !9 
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ft• Jen were not the 0Dl7 one■ who Yiaite4 
'? 

their hoet1li't7 upon hill. Wb8n hie great book,hi■ treati■• 

on theolo§ anl politie■--"!raotatu■ !heologioo-Politicu" 
~ ~~i 

wae publie • it wa■ ro■oribe4 b¥ the D1et of 

~ ~ ---·- * ......,.- 'Jl'll'-,iU(olll,,_._ n ol:1:am6. ana th& 

oamoufla~d 

three of hie ~reat workll, and I shall s~end a mo~ent or 

two upon them. !he fir■t great work la thi■ treatise on 

theolo~ and polltica. or on religion and goverment. which 

••• published during hie l i fetime. !he other two work■ • 

concerning improTement of the intellect and hla ethice, 

were publi■he4 after hi■ death . !h firat work, the 
fry ~ 

treati••• waa lldJ...,,.of a 4efenae of "6 poaitioa }'hioh led 

to hi■ uoollllllnloation. It la a eritioiaa of the 

Soripare■, or of ihe ■eYenteenth oenhry coneeptioa of 

the Bible. In thi■ work SpiJlosa ■ho•• hi1111elf ae the 

forerunner of modern Biblical or1tio1■■• Tery muoh in 

adYance of hi■ age,--quite a remarkable thinker and critic. 
~,~~~~-

Spinosa accepta the thing whloh accept toda7. 1'lw., 

a collection of book■ and not one book; that the Bible doe■ 

not po■•••• literal inepiration; that eve'r7 word of it 

po••····· 4iTine infallibilit7. Spino• ■tate■ hat 

Rabbi ibn Esra before hill had atate4--tbat the fiYe boon 

of Ko■•• were not written in entiret7. at leaat, b7 

-11-
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Ko•••; that 111Uoh of it waa written subsequent toll •--••1111111~ 
Spinosa point■ out the dlsorepanoie■ within the text 

itaelf, am ahowa that editorial hanb ••t haYe workel 

oTer the text of the Bible. Spinosa belieTea that the 

Bible la a 41Tine book. but diTine not becauae of the 
• 

■cientiflc knowledge which it contain■ but becauae of the 

moral doctrine■ which it oontaina. The Bible is not a 

■cientific text or a pbiloaophio text but a religious text. 

It la faulty in ma117 instancea--ln philosophy and in 

acienoe. It repreaents the uninformed Tie••• in ma~ 

inatanoea, of people who lived long. long ago. concerning 

nature and the nature of the uniYer■e; but 1 'ta greatnea■ 
~ 

and it■ 41Y1n1t7 W • in ita prophetic and moral teaohinge. 

!he greatness of the Bible 1■ its ethic■• the revelation 

of ■oral idealla■ which came through the prophet■• and the 

prophet■ were able to conoe1Te of theae great ■oral ideal■, 

aot tbrougla phlloaophlo apeoulation, beoauae tu7 were not 

phllo■ophera, and not through ■olentlflo reaearoh. beoauae 

the7 were not ■oientl■t•. but through the moral ■eultiTe­

ness of their llTe■• througla their keen ■711pal11T for the 

oualitlea of goo4Deaa in the worll, beoauae the7 were good 

theuelYe■ • the7 were ••n,'t1Te to ■oral T•}J'••; ')'r•• 
able to eTolT/'theae great moral'oonoept■ 

What 1■ the awa total of all the moral 14eali■m of the 

llh7, it 1 ■ ■111pl7 to loTe Qod and to 

-12-
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obe7 Hie commandment■. "And thou shalt loTe the Lord th7 

God with all th7 heart. and thou shalt loTe thy neighbor 

aa tlqaelf." To obe7 God and keep hie oollllllendment■. 

'l'bia is the IIIIPNnJ7 of all religion. and the state there­

fore ought. b7 right. to ina1•t mal.7 upDll thia mlDi.1111111 of 

religion; and ae far as all other 4ootr1nea and oonoepta 

of religion are oonoerne4. the atate ought to perait 

ab■olute freedom of tnought. Ip tbst Splnosa waa among 

the firat oha.rapiona of religioua freedo■• eTen aa he waa 

among the f1rwt ohaapiomof the aeparation of church and 

state. 

realise that the lble which 

prompted to this 

or irreligion 

where it r 

irreverence 

t desire to pla religion 

1 

nee■ and 

a church; it 

a gre~i hunger for 

feotioa Whio~ 1• 1 

entifled with the 

od.neaa and righteoua-

,s,:ertea l••a*~ npo• Spinosa'• ph1loaoplq, laat ~l• phile· 

■ep)ap ia a stud,- of a l1fet1ae and 1 t would take q iril". 

ver;; lo the ■alient 1dea■ of h1a philo-. 

God and hi■ universe. Spinosa••• partioularl7 1ntere ■te4 

not in metaph7■1c■ !!.£!!but 1n ethio■. Ile aaud himNlf: 

-13-



What 1a the beat way for man to find happineea in the 

world? And he came to the conclusion that the beat ,q 

for man to find happines■ e~l-•ffaot1o• in life 1■ to 

diacoTer true knowledge--the trath, The truth shall k:e 

7ou free; the truth shall make you bapp7. But ho• ia the 

truth ta be found? How ia true knowledge to be asoertaine4T 
w 

!here are_,.. arietiea of knowledge, aqa Spinosa. !hen 

1■ knowledge that ccnee to us throagh hear■q; there 1■ 

knowledge that comae to ue througla -~~ general 1mpre■-
a1ona of experience which we haTe. Thia ie ina4equate 

knowledge; thia is dlatorte4 knowledge. • oanno t baa• 

our life's structure an4 our purault of happineae upon 

thia 1nadeouat• knowledge. ere 1a yet another 

wa7 of ascertaining true mo ed e. ccording to Spinosa. 

and that la, first, b7 diacoTering the oausea of th1nga 1b7 

reason, by deduction, and, ■econdl7, through our intuition . 
. 

which bring■ to us a minimm of kDDWledge which need not 

be proved but which ia ■o aelf-eTident that it ia axioa­

atio. In other words, through reasoning from cau■e to 

effect, or through lnhltion, blob takes u■ to the Ter7 

heart an4 ••••no• of realit7, we can gain true mo•l•4ge~ 

t -d 1he beat method 1a a aathe .. tioal 11etho4. !bat 1a the 

leaat nbjeotlYe; lt la the aoat aoourate. 
~ lJ"-_,#41 

hie•*~•••• Spinosa •••••t fora of a 
with 

11athe11atloal propoeltlon. "9 ■tart■ .axio■, ieflni,1on, 

0111•••t••• proof, an4 that metbo4 he oarrl•• througllout 

hie great work on ethioa. 





the natura 

truth. !hey 

Bow. then, he calla 

self-evident axiomatic 

be proTed because they are so 

And from the••• through one proposition 
~. ~,"k,v, tN4 - ~t,1.,1,,-, f,v . .Lct ... , 

after other. ne e1r1,ea t,A,~ idea of '•• 111:t>liilatw 
4S ~ ' 
~ sum total to all truth and all phenomena. 

<)} w, . 
wale~ he eelle enb1$ernti tho ss s••~ the totalit7 of all 

q.. + \A It~ , (J f .;. lf-liJl., , (f f ,;,, .0-,d , 
thing• •hioh exlet~•• 11il■ w■ta,aaeo. 01 lei. BTeqthing 

wbioh ia nows frca that eaaential unit7 and find■ ita 

la••. i ta oaueation. within that e■aentlal uni t7. Io thing 

ulat■ outside of tbia nbetanoe; aothlng exiata ov.taide 

of Go4. Qod ia 1nf1n1\e, poeaeaees infinite attrinte■• 

e cannot know. being hu.-n, all the attribute■ of Goel, 

but we do know . two of Go4' a attri~-t••. ·re know the 

attribute of extension. tbat 1 ■, -God expressing b1~self 

in physical phenomena, God expreaei~ himeelf in the Vt~ 

uniTerae; and we know the other attribute of ;od--thought, 

God expressing himself in the thinking worl4. ;ct ea man1~ 

poaaesaea theae two attribute■--extension-in hie body an4 

thought in hia min.cl. 
?L-f~'~w~fAlrl~_.!~~ 

Bo•.~•• two attrlbute■rare parallel 

attribute•; tbe7 are dietlno, but they are no, ■eparata. 

!he7 are not found apart in the worl4. In other wor4■, Go4 

eYeD •• 11• 1■ the lllin4 of the unlYern. ~.,./ .:.e 
II--/\ 

Go4 la~~ a peraonallt7 w'bo create& the 

11DlTer■e an4 1■ q•ft1 apar, fro■ the um.Yer•;•• Go4 1■ 

the ••••noe out of whlob the un1Yer•• 1■ ta■hlonal. He 1■ -
-16-
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'r ,;,, c.M,fr~ ,.,.A:( -,t ~J 

cau■e. -ite source, lte n~a.Je •• the univerae. ita 

Creation haa no place in the system of thought of Spinosa. 
&;d, ~ J •J ~ 4_. k p ~ ~ ~ 1 t:1--..,J e... ~ ~ 

ETerytbing 1■ ;and eTeryth1ng that 1■ 1a perfec . ~~....--aod. 

in other word■ 

him the natura naturau, .ls he 1a 

thinga that e iat, lle ie the natur turana. r,,.;/.. E'_l 
r-~ q~,f(~✓_s~ ~ ,vr~,~, 

-I•• flo4~■ pa1f&e,. 8'»4 lee■•,••• fl► ■L 
~ ~ . Ill. , ~ ~ f,~ ~ ~ i 

there emanate ealitiea.,aa,w ef teem lutinite realitiee 
tlv-J'-, . NJ. ....,... ~~ ~ ~ , ;.,,,4v,.., ~ • /\. 
wh1e~a aet poaeeee tbe •••e •=•••• 1f pe1:t8dti6K1if 

..__ ,,.._-,;I. 
equal perfeotion. • we have the phenomenal world 

about u■ which poaa aea ~ thinga whloh are finite and 

perishing. but al thing■ which exist der1Te from the one 
. 

and are govern• by the laWB o~ neoeasit7 which are alreaq 

prlaa17 au.be ano • whioh ia Go4. In other 

worb. accor ng to Spinosa. it ia not that nature ia God; 

froa Go4 and ia of 104. 'l'hat 1a 

of Spinosa. 

•o•· thia ia not the God of the religiou■ 

man. at all. The i<>d of Spinosa poaaeases no free will; 

he acts only from the necessity of hia nature; he cannot 

make thing■ other than the7 are. The God of Spinosa 1• not 

ollDipotem and la not 11-powertu.l. !be God of Spinosa 

po••••••• no final purpo■e or eD4; he doe■ not tend to~ 

goal; he therefore po•••• e• no :W:,. Bor 1• t~• o4 of 

Spinosa part1011larl7 concerned with the ethioal operationa 

of•••• In the aigh' of Qo4 there 1■ ael,her goo4 aor bal. 

Qo4 or laad oonoem■ onl7 h1111an beillga. !b.• Goel of SplJloR 
--r-
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therefore cannot be moTed b7 the ethical or unethical 

actions of men; nor oan he be moved b7 their pr&7er■. 

!he God of Spinosa la not a personalit7. 

!here can be no truly religious conception unleaa at the 

very heart of it there le placed the dogma of the personal 

Go4J-While many of ua cannot accept the God idea of 

Splnosa--and Judaism baa not accepted it--there 1a muoh in 

the ethic■ of Spinosa. boweTer, which la very exalted and 

••r'T etlmalating er• ze u 16■1, •rl 1n lll ■ 1th:t6& O!ll Iilffll2 

, 1.ll• ,xue .tobo o• luwtwll p1Jpn1ay. Be aaka himaelf. a■ 

others haTe aakal:t; ia ia 7our conoapUon of God and of 

bvman life; what beco11ee of free wlllT If the lan of 

life are preleterminel anl all the aotion■ of men are pre-

4eterm1ne4. if everything 1■ alrea4i foun4 in thia original 

eubatance ot Gol, and lll8Jl ha■ not freedo■ of aotion. how, 

then. oan he be held reaponalble for hie aotionaT What 

becomes of moral1t1' Anl Spinosa anawere. following 

logically hie line of reasoning: Man la not free to do 

anything he wants to, eTen aa Goel ianot fr•• to aot aga1.Dat 

hie own nature . .llan 1■ free only When he 11••• according 

to hie own nature; and man la moat free when he free■ 

himaelf of the paaaiona which are oni7 hie blind efforl■ 

to outwit the law■ of hla nature; IUJl 1■ moet free when he 

11Tee aooordlng to reaaon, when he eaplo7e the real method 

of aaoertainlng truth; JUD 1• fr•• when he ia 1D poa■eealon 

of \ruth an4 knowle4p. 

!here 1■ no eT11 in the aigh' of Qol. Qol 

-1,-



e. 

414 not create eTil. ETil ie OJU.7 relatiTe to man. When 

118D purauea hie ends according to the laws of hie nature 

■an will f1n4 good and not eTil; and the reward of eTil 

aaya Spinosa. ia not to be found in aDJ' impeachment or 

infringement of the i111111Utable lawa of nature. in ~ 

pu~iahment viaitecl upon a 111&11 b7 an enra eel deit7 

puni■hing hia for that specific act of eTil. The reward 

or the punishment of eTil ia to be found in the estrange­

mellt of the man. the evil-doer. from truth. from realit7 . . 
... from Qol; and the reward of him who doe■ good muat be 

eought not in an external rewarl which a cle1t7. cl1eorgan-

1sing the operationa of the uniTer••• and whia■icall.7 

and wiltull7 interfering in the operationa of life. will . 

beatow upon the ll&JI. !he reward for gooclneaa la to be 

foun4 in the ■enee of beiDg nearer all4 nearer the truth. 

t~ =g~,..,. to Qo4. So Spinosa aa14: "BleaaadDe■a 1■ 
DOt the reward of Tirtue but Tirtu• 1taelf; nor should we 

reJoioe 1D it beoau■e we reetrain our lust. but. on the 

contra17. beoauae •• reJo1oe therein we can re■tra1n our 

luat." Ble■aednea■, then, ie not the reward of Tirtu•. 

but Tirtue 1teelf;the reward of Tirtue le Tlrtue ltaelf. 

Rem•b•r at marTeloua aa7ing of the Rabble 

Spinosa: "Be not like 

the Bake of rece1T1Dg 

o eerTe their master for 

t be like ■ervant■ who 

■erTe their uater wit out~ expectation of rewarl." 

"!he rewarl of Tirne 1 iteelf, anl tbe rewarl of a 



Spinosa further aa7a, 

he who loTe■ Go4 cannot endeaTor to bring it about that 

Qod ehould loTe hi■ in return. We muet not eTen ask of 

Go4, aooording to Spinosa, to loTe ue in return for our 

loTe of hill. Our loTe of him 1a the mff1o1ent reward of 

that effort of our aoul. And no one hae g1Yen expression 

to this concept of diaintereete4 piet7 aa magnifioentl7 

aa Spinosa haa. It a, ot couree, the concept of religion 

whioh you find 

book like Job; tha 

prophet like Jeremiah. or in a great 

to do ood for ite own sake. It 

la not to ask of God to change the order of hie uniTerae 

in order to reward~ for the good1 do. It 1■ to ■eek 
for the aupre• aignificance of our actiona within our­

aelTe ■, for the enrichment and 'th ennoblement of our life. 

When we do gooa we are following the lan of the uDiTerae; 

we are 1dentif71Dg our■elTea intimatel7, we are un1f71ng 

our peraoaal1t7, with the uDiTer■e. When n do eTll we 

bu114, •• the Xabbali■t would •7, wall■, ■eparatlng 

parti'tiou between our■elTe■ and the soul of tke um.Yer■•• 

!here 1■ •oh 1Jl t!al■ elhio■ of Spinosa 

T8'r7 eleTating and Te'r7 eDDObli:ag.11-It -7 be that in the 

oourae of time SpiJlosa' ■ phlloaoph7 will be ooaple'tel.7 

eolip■el. 'l'ber• aroee after hi■ a great German philosopher 

~, thi 116• 94 Iwmel Kant, who inTeatigated more 

thoroughl7 than Spinosa 414 aan'e oapacit7 for aoquiring 

knowledge, and came to the ooncluaion that after all 1■ 

■aid and done man oannot know a~ real thing, a~how; that 
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the heart of reality must foreTer remain unknown to man. 

"!he thing it■elf" man will neTer know. llan can only 

mow the .at■rnsl manifestations of realit7. 

aince the time of Spinosa philoaopher■ like the u 

'9Ji • 2011.,■.a■ and the pragmati■t■, who directed human 

apeoulatioa in altogether new &Temie■• and it ma7 be that 

the philoaoph7 of Splnosa 1187 some 4a7 be c011lpletel7 

eclipeed. 

But it doea remain true that tbia great man 

ga lded genera U ona of th lnlclng men. ~• ~aefb 1 \b~ ~ 
~ 

aJ CR8 • tlle was of "t: n*II O ■:tat ah be •••i:l1N'1 fu? flta•F to 

I think hia ethice will remain 

for ell time a aource of 1napirat1on to stwggli~ and 

the 

example of hie life. the calm. patient, noble life of 

coura~e and fortitude, a life de~ote4 to the search of 

truth, a life of emancipation from the concerns an4 the 

deman4a aan thi ffitiii&1,• of the ph7aioal world•-••• 

of beautiflll apiritual iaolatioa,- •~•• life 

,apt noa1ll*r ot •~•• eh■1aehr will reaaiD for maiv. maiq 

generatiou to oome - aa 1nap1rat1oa aal a■ • ,1.1 ■1,119 to 

•Jlklal. 

Banoh Splnosa •• another ot the marTel011■ 

gift■ which Iarael aade to mank1n4 fr 0111 the 4&19 ot Abrahaa 

to thia 487. 'fbe7 all--Abraliam, Mo■••• I■aiah, mo■ • 

Hillel, Jen■ • BaleTi, Jlal■on14••• Spinosa, Kea4el■■ohn, 

Berg■on,--the7 all ■ought a n7 for the huaan apirit to9ar4■ 
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the dwelling place of beatitude and happine■a an4 perfec­

tion and peace. Bach in hie wa7 and each in hie da7 

brought light end leading to mankind. Bxoommunicate4 

though Spinosa waa b7 hie cormpnnit7, the hou■ehold of 

I■rael, the people of Israel. the historic ccmmnnit7 

which fashioned ani gaTe him life. and gave him thought 

and ~aTe hia thought expreaaioa. the hou■ehold of Israel 

atill clalaa hill aa one of it■ choicest gift■• 
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