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"ELKF'.Jl GAB~Y. " 

A Diaouaaion of Sinclair Lewi ■' 
lew Book On The Church and the Ministry. 

RABBI ABB,I HILLEL SILVD. 

II!! TEMPLE, SVllDAY l&ORIIJICI, 

KARCH £!, 192'1, CL VELAKD, 2.• 



I shall speak this morning, · friend·e. on an 

unimportant book which rai■ea some veey important problem■• 

The book is called "Elmer Gantq"; the author ia Sinclair 

Lewi ■. Elmer Gantry la a young man of Tery aeclioore 

talents. giTen to drink and to more serious vioea, and 

circumstances, a fond mother and very sealous friends 

conspire to drive him into the miniatry. Elmer has 

absolutely no qualifications for the ministry other than 

a pleaasnt voice. a hail fellow well-met, well-met rJliler 

and speech, and absolutely no desire for the ministry. 

The first sentence of the book la rather 

significant. It 1a thla: "&lmer Qmit17 was drunk." Ancl 

the laat paragraph bf the book, twenty-fiTe years later, 

find■ lmer Gant17,4'Uat emerging from a serious scandal 

which threatened his career, ·ogling a pretty singer in 

hia choir. And throughout the twenty-fiTe years of that 

aord14 career, which the author describes in minute detail 

in more than four hundred cloaely printed page■, one doe■ 

not find one redeeming feature, one loTely trait in Elmer 

Gantry which would make the reader think klndl7 of him. 

Elmer 'lantry is depleted ae a coward, a liar, a plagiarist, 

a h7Poorite, a ■eduoer, a brutal huaban4, an unkind father • 
a faithless friend, a achemer and a charlatan. And thi■, 

Kr. Sinclair Lewia would haTe ue think, la t7pioal of the 

aTerage minister, I am eure that it la not typioal of 
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the average man. 

Mr. Lewie has overdrawn ': ~~ hero of the 
boot ao prepoaterouel7, the whole orltioal Talue of it. 
aa an analyala ot organised religio• and the mlniat17, ia 
destroyed; becauae,clearl7, Bl.mer Gant17 ia one ot tho■• 
dime noTel raaoala. He cannot aeriouel7 be held aa typical 
of the profession or ·of a117 large aection o, the proteaaioa, 
Babbitt waa tn,ical, and ao waa Arrowemith,ot a large 
group of men in the business world and of the medical 
profession who posaesaed all the Tirtuea and all the vices 
peculiar to their profession, the strength and the weakneaa 
of their enTironmeut. 

But Elmer 1antey la just a rascal. He waa 
a scamp before he entered the iniatry and remained an 
unadulterated scamp right throu hie entire career. Bow, 
it lmer Gantry is not typical, then the book, which la , 

devoted entirely to the church and to the ministry, loaea 
ita entire Talue ae a criticiam of conditions as they are. 
It certainly baa no Talue as art; aa a work -of art Elmer 
Gantry la quite negligible. It rather belong■ to propag&11-
da literature, theologio polemic■, but not to art. 

Elmer Gant%7 begin■ hie career in a a■all 
allweet Bapti■t college. He begin■ hie career•• a good 
fellow. easy-going, plea■ant enough, a shouter an4 a 
pounder ot baota, the captain of the foot-ball team. One 
da7, finding himaelt in an unuaual bellicose mood, induced 
b7 excessiTe drinking, he atuablea upon a crowd liatening 



to a soap box evanpliat, and Elmer, ac '.'1i~·1g for a fight, 

or any fight, picka on someone in the ~rowd who is 

heckling the speaker and beats him up; and at once Elmer 

ie proclaimed a great defender of the faith, a knight 

errant of Christendom, and all the zealous students and 

professor■ at this midweat college aet about deliberately 

to conTert Blur Gantey, &Dd at the annual prayer week at 

thia college where a oaapaign of eTangeliam la put on, a 

etrange ordeal of emotional intoxication and mob hysteria, 

Elmer Gantry is actually conTerte4. He becomes a 

Chriatian not b7 conTiotion but b7 mob pernaaion, the 

hysterics of the crowd, the pleading of hie mother, the 

impassioned plea of the minister. 

Well, he becomes converted. He even makes 

a speech that night of hia conversion, the kind of a speech 

that the crowd loved to hear. Rlmer Gantry is gifted all 

through hi~ life in being able to make juat the kind of 

speeches the crowd liked to hear. And the following day 

he la invited by the president of the college, who sees 

in Elmer Gantry a splendid example for all other young 

people, to make another speech, and Elmer, not being much 

of a bear on intellect. an4 being faced with the proble■ 

of writing hie apeeoh, appropria,ea one of Robert Ingersoll' ■. 

Of all people--Rober 1Jlgeraoll1 And by dexteroual7 

oamoufiaging it he deliTera that addreee with grea, 

auccea■• In faot, all through hie career he u■ea that 

speech of Robert Ingersoll, the agnoetio, ae hi■ 



irresistible climax at the oonolueion of all of hia 

addresses. in which he dallDIS all heretics and consigns 

them to the netherworld. 

Hie speech is a great success and from now 

on Elmer Gantry ia doomed for the miniatr7. Be entera the 

llispah !heologioal Seminary. and before he is graduated 

he ia ordained a Baptist minister and licensed to preach. 

Bia first charge is in the small town of Schoenheim. where 

he soon gets into serious difficult7 with the daughter of 

the deacon. He ia faced with the stark realit7 of a 

wedding, but his cleverness and trickery get him out of 

difficult7. He is sent to another charge. ~nd there again 

hia innate propensities for drink and other vices ~et him 

into trouble. and this time he fa unable to get out of the 

trouble. He 1a discovered and dismissed from the seminary. 

Having failed aa a minister of the gospel 

he becomes a traveling aaleeman, and for two year■ he 

travel■ aa a knight of the aatcbel. until he eeta Sharon 

~alconer, a beautiful po11&11 evangeliat. Sharon Falconer 

ia a ■elf-intoxicated religioniat,-however, e■inently prac­

tical,- and in her ott momenta a 87barlte and a ■inner. 

A strange ■ixture, la Sharon lalconer, of Joan of Aro and 

Al .. e KcPherecn. She e■plo7■ all the art of the atage ana 

all the tricks of the ciroua in her evangellatio 0&11pai .... 

Great throngs of people flock to hear her, and ahe convert■ 

ma~ of them at eo auch per. 

Elmer Gentry la fa■clnated b7 Sharon. and 



his old hankering for popular approTal, .o be important, 

to be listened to, to beguile, overwhelm• him, and ao he 

become■ a follower of Sharon after a while, her co-worker, 

her companion and her lover, but never a constant lover. 

They o throughout the land campaigning for the Lord, and 

they are very succeesiul. Tbey put on those great 

eTangeliatic efforts q~ite well known to the erican 

public,--a ~reat gospel ore•. enormous tents, moba of 

people, cornet solo, great choirs, hysterical and con­

tortioni■t mini tera, the sawdust trail and the collection 

pl te. !hey are su.coeastul. Sharon decides to buili on 

a pier on the Bew Jerae7 ooaat a Tast tabernaole to orown 

her life' ■ work, and on the ni ht of the opening of the 

tabernacle thia vast edifio, oro ded with people, oatchea 

fire, and lmer Gantry turns oo rd and leaves Sharon to 

be burned to death, and beating hie way through the crowd, 

trampling over men and women, he escapee und savea hie hide. 

Having failed aa an evangelist ~lmer now 

turns to the any new thou ht cults 1th hich tbi■ reat­

eet land of ours is plentifully blessed, and he quickl.7 

acquires the patoia of the■• new thought culta,--ooamic 

lawa, a apiritual rhythm, a powerful will, an aggressive 

persons.lit7 and the inner abrine of the soul, na ao on. 

But someho he ia not Try successful; he 1a not aatiafied; 

and at the age of thirt7-t o he flnda hilllaelf a failure. 
the 

And then he meet■ Biahop !oom1•.ofAKethodiat olmro~. The 

biahop ia impressed wit~ El.lier, an4 Bl•r Gantry aooa 
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beoomea a ethodist. Hie first charge is a little town 

called BanJo Crossing. Here Elmer decides to settle down 

to work. to try to be decent, and here Elmer Gantry meets 

Cleo Benham, who 1 ter becomes his wife. The first 

thought that comes into his head immediately after he 

married is. ~Good God, I have one nd tied myself up" 

Elmer ~antry is quickly promoted from one 

charge to nother, due to the kindly interest. of the 

bishop, and we soon find him in a larger city where hie 

eeneational methods of ~reaching, the stunts which he 

perform■ in hie church and in hie pulpit, win for him a 

great deal of notoriety. He became■ a reformer, a pro­

fessional Yioe orueader, and la auocesa ie so great a■ 

a reformer that hie church pro otea him to the lkrge city 

of Zenith. So ElMr Gantry becomes a Y&r7 important 

person. He deYotea himself almost entirely to the 

prosecution or the persecution of Yioe; he indulge■ in a 

great deal of raide which win for blm a reat deal of 

publicity. Hie sermons. hich roek 1th sensationaliam, 

attract great hordes of people, and he 1a constantly in 

tho newspaper. So he is a reat aucceee. 

But ithal, even aa he la carrying on these 

raids upon vice, he himself leads a grossly innoral life, 

until finally he ia trap ed by a clever little oman who 

■eta about blackmailing hi. Hie career ia in danger, but 

the interceaaion of a good friend helpa hi■. Thia cleYer 

little woman ie made to aign a epurio~• ccmfeasion in which 



Kl.mer Gantry 18 completely Tindioated. .nd the book 

oloae■ on a high note of triumph. witi ~lmer Gantry praying 

in the midat of hi■ adoring congregation. ho now look 

upon him a■ a true man of God who eTil and sinister force■ 

•ought to destroy, but who waa miraculously delivered. 

And even as he is uraying he la o 11n and looking at the 

Tery beautiflll new ein~er in hie choir. 

Bow. we submit that lmer ~ ntry as typical 

of the thousands of men in the ministry. whether of the 

Baptist or Kethodiat denomination■• or any other denomina­

tion, is outlandishly unreal. Every age baa iven to the 

miniatry men of the type of Dathan an4 Abiram, ho offered 

atrange firea upon the altar of Go4. men who. like the 

eons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas. ere base men. lewd nd 

aTaricioua. ETer7 profession aa ita full quota of 

oll&rlatana and hypocrite■• and no profession ia so ell 

organised as to be able to keep these men from rising to 

positions of imporlanoe. But to indict the whole pro­

fession beoauae of the delinquenoiea of a few le clearly 

unfair. and to au eat that no honor ble 

in the ministry ia clearly prejudice. 

n can remain 

There are only two lovable clergymen in the 

whole book. One 1• !'rank Shallard, a trul7 f 1ne and noble 

type of an, but he finds nowhere in the hole Christian 

church a home. and in order to eaTe hie soul he finally 

leaTe■ the miniatr~. And the other kind and loTable 

minister in the book 1■ Andre• Pengill7,an effioienl 
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parson and pastor who serves bis people but who remain• 

in the minietey and subaoribea to the doctrines of hie 

church because. as the author suggests. he really does not 

mow any better; he 1a ignorant. 

But a man may be scientifically traine4. 

scholarl7 and modern in thought and outlook, and still be 

profeeeionall7 religious and still believe in God and 1n 

prayer, and still hold to the institutions of organized 

religion as necessar7 agencies for the moral and the 

religious training of men. That does not seem even to 

occur to Sinclair Lewis. and yet there are thousands of such 

men. men of integrity. men of learning, men of spiritual­

ity. in the Christian miniatey and eleewhere. It ia 

true that many of the orthodox denom1nationa of Christendom 

are burdened with antiquatel creed■ and ritual■, to which 

thinking men and •o•••• l,q or cleric, can no longer 

aubacribe. and which make it difficult for such men to 

belong to these denoainatioJUI, and there is going on today 

within these orthodox denominations an iDtenae and bitter 

struggle for a new adJuetment. Thia controversy which 

haa raged during the last decade between the ao-calle4 

modernists and the so-called fundamental1ata 1a eilllpl7 

another indication, an index of the intense atruggle for 

liberalisation and modernization llllich ia going · on within 

these Christian denominationa; and had the author. Sinclair 

Lewi■• been more objective and more scientific in hi■ 

treatment, he would have. I am sure. evidenced a greater 



■711Path7 and a fiaer understanding of thia momentua 

atruggle now going on; but he deTotea alaoat hie entire 

boot to the eaoapadea of an erring pastor to Kain Street 

gossip and to aoandal monger■• He might haTe written a 

book which would have been an inapiration to the fine 

young men within the Christian church who are today 

struggling to bring the newer motif and the newer truth 

into their denomination; he might haTe helped them. guided 

them and encoura~ed them, Instead of that he leaves them 

all 1th a aenae of defeat, with doubt concerning the 

Tiew and the significance of their entire miniet17. and 

1th the thought that all their colleague■• including 

them■elvea. are Ju■t eubjeo,a of napicion. 

Sinclair Lewie i ht have pointed to the 

■trong men. few in Jlllmber. it ia true, who are to4a7 

occup7lng m&Jll' imponant pulpit■ ia Chrietendo■• who haft. 

neTertheless. succeeded 1a .retalni11g the authentic Toioe 

and mood of prophea,. who are leader• 1n the thought of 

our land. true guid••• helping ■en in their etn glee for 

a better social orcler an4 a finer and gentler an4 nobler 

humaD life. Sinclair Lewie aight have pointed. if he 

were leas pre.1udice4 1n hie outloot--it 1■ a hard word 

th t I am uaing--he mi t have pointed to the Te17 import­

ant and conatructive work which organised religion ia dail7i 

accomplishing in thia lan4; he might have pointed to their 

vaat educational work, to their Ta■t philanthropic program. 

to their vaat 1naplrational MIii paatoral work. 



If a book ia to be a true lnTento17 of 

oonditione aa the7 exi■t, then the asaeta must be stated 

aa •ell aa the 11ab111t1ea. Sinclair Lewie dedicated hie 

boot to H. L. Mencken "with profound admiration." And 

that tells the whole ator7. It 1a "tendenced" literature. 

The author has an az to grind. and that makes for bad 

temper, a blurred vision and bad literature. But 

allowing for all theae culpable weaknesses and deficien-

cies of the book. the cmrch le indebted to Sinclair Le is 

for having pointed out, aa definitely aa only he could, some 

of the weakneeeea of the church, aome of lta faulte. 

Sinclair Lewie bringa to bear hla entire 

armoey of eatire upon theae ahpld eTsngelietic oampaigna 

which we mo• all too well in our lan4. ln which religion 

becOlle■ a riot of emotional exceaa, an lntoxiaation and a 

cirou■ affair,--which rem1D4 ue Te-q mob of the ritual 

dance■ of the denlahea and the Jungle people of long ago. 

Bo oountr7 la ao affiicted b7 thia t7Pe of eTangellu ae 

the United State■• and no count17 ha■, u~ortunatel7. so 

maD7 of the■• lou4-Toice4. nlgar,eTangeliatio acrobat■ aa 

the United State■. Religion doe■ not come with the blare 

of the trumpet; reli~ion doe■ not come with mob hysterics. 

Religion le a ■till, emall Tolce of grace and lovlinea■; 

it cornea 1th thou ht and meditation and the quiet hour■ 

of contemplation and with rapt adoration; and when men are 

ata11peded into religion they are merel7 Joining a parade; 

they do not take OD the real CODT1ot10DII and the abiding 
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IIIOOd of real faith. 

Sinclair Lewie la■baete■ aeroileaal.7 the 

eenaational minister in the pulpit; and I ■&7 more po r 

to hill. We have too maJJ7 of the■, in the Jewish pulpit 

as ell as in the Christian pulpit. 'rhey haTe hurt the 

cauae of religion more than a legion of atheiata; they 

have degraded and cheapened it and lowered it to the 

menta1 level of the moron. 

The church has been at all time ■, :friends, 

the last refuge of beauty and race and dignit7. en 

hen the orld without was sordid and coarse and hard, 

within the eanotuaey men at all times ere able to find a 

peace and a aerenit7, a nobilit and an upreaching 

eplendor. In the Middle ' e. 1 pioneer settlemsnte, 

the aanctua17, great or humble, gnificent or ai■ple, 

atill stood in the midat of people as a haven of the 

finer aoo48 of human life, of d1gn1'7, of reverence and 

1111blialt7. 

Unfortunatel7, in maiv inat nee■ in our 

lan4, preacher■--I think the author oalls them "oorn-fe4 

preacher■•--have brought into the aanctuaey all the coaree­

n••• of their own charmle■■ live■, and all the vul ar1't7. 

and all thie in the name of religion. In realit7, all 

thia in the name of publicit7. !he alogen in aom 

churcbea aeem■ to be, "Get the crowd at all coat■; et 

the crowd■ and get publicit7. Xeep thinga pepped up aD.4 

no1■7 and exciting, but get the orowb. If neoe■■aZT. put --
-11-



on oabareta in the church and beauty contests and mi4Dight 

frolio■•-all in the name of JehoYah and all for the sake 

of publicit7 and oro1Nle. 

ne church will have to meet that challenge 

some dq and determine whether it ls to oontinae its 

beautiful tradition of centuries. a tradition of reverence 

and dignity. of nobility. or yield to the ugl7 and the 

cheap and the taw417 that are crowding our lives all about 

ua. 

The church aa the little brother of the 

rich le another indictment of the author blob the church 

mu.at meet. but not with denunciation. The church has not 

always been in the Yan of social reform. The church has 

often lacked modern economic pro reee. The workingman 

has not al wa711 been able to look to the church or to 

organised religion aa to a frien4. a defender. a ohaapion 

and a ■pouamaa. Veq often the olllroll waa allied with 

the power• of exploitatioa. with the einiater and reaction­

ary foroea in aociet7. !he church haa, in ma~ inatance■, 

loat lta prophetic Yoioe, its prophetio mandate, tbat alone 

which truly Ju■tifie■ its mntinu.ed existenoe.--to be the 

Yoice of unoo■promi■ing Justice and trath in the orld; to 

■peak of the ultimate■ and the enduring moral truth■• the 

ethical veritlea and sinceritiea in the world. The church 

baa too often become temporal in it■ taates and in ita 

ambitiona, and ha■ sought to manifest itself in magnificent 

atruotur••• in ph7aioal pomp and reatne■■ rather than in 
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a paeaion for the eatabllehment of the kingdom of 

righteouaneaa, juatioe 6nd equit7 in the world. 

!he author ohar ea organised religion. 

e■peciall7 the more orthodox denominationa in Chrietendo■, 

with being cenaoriou■ an4 oppress1Te, with seeking to 
' 

do inate the lives of men and women b7 controlling 

legielation rather than b7 gaidln them kindl7 to ealTa-

tion. Blue lan. reatriotive meamrea, ■eeking to 

legislate the devil out of existence; to make people 

perfect through legislation, hove been the favorite 

patti ea of many of the great orthodox denominatlona 

of Christendom. In some insta oea t .eae rest churo~ ea 

haTe been allied 1th the powers hostile to science and 

to education. In the south o or land~ in many a 

Southern state, the clmrch, dir o ly or ind1rectl7, ia 

responsible for state-wide legialation to suppress the 

teaching of eTolution in aohoola and colle ea. That le a 

bit of e41eTal1s■ which we di4 not think our land quite 

capable of in this 4a7; and 8117 ol:m.rch whiob joiu hand■ 

1th the po•ra of darmeea and• eka to ate■ the rlalag 

t14• of truth 1■ doo■ing itaelf to annihllatio. The 

hope of religion la in a true •~1ritual alliance and con­

cord with all the advancing ■cientifio tl'lltha in the world, 

and not in a dark age. medieval attitude of frustration 

and antagoni■m; and yet ,aJl7 of these great orthodmc 

clmrchee haTe been guilt7 of just that. 

Bow, there 1■ truth in all these char•• of 
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Sinclair Le 1 ■• and yet the religious man and woman will 

find in all these charges no reason for abdioating, no 

reason for denying the light and the conviction which are 

their■, the truth and the spiritual insight which are 

helping them and strengthening the■ and guiding them 

through life. They will find in these charges a challenge, 

a challenge to 4eTote themselves eTen ■ore zealoual7 than 

heretofore to the improvement of the church. a challenge 

to establish higher standard■, both in the pulpit and in 

the pew. a challenge to seek after better trained 

ministers, men of higher tastes and greater talents in 

the pulpit. and a challen e to establish more of the all­

week religious moods. the all- e k, the ever7-ds7, the 

year-round religious mood d interest in the men and 

omen of the pew. nd if this book. quite unimportant 

in itself. 111 contribute if only in a alight measure to 

this .ighly desirable en4. then thle book 111 have aened 

a truly useful purpose. 

The ohurch hae nothing to fear fro■ a~ 

critioia■ . howeTer extra • or frca ~ aearohlng anaqai■ 

of its position. The reatest friends of religioa haTe 

been those who haTe moat inois1Tel7 arraigned it, oritioisel 

it and exposed its weaknesses and it■ failure■• !be 

prophets of Israel were not auaTe people who apoke with 

bated breath about the sin■ of in■titutional religion and 

the organised church of their 4a7. rbe7 spoke 1th thunder 

and th 7 struck with lightning. and tbe7 cleansed the 



Temple of the people's faith. and in place of a religion 

of superstition. of cult worship, of ~riestcraft, the7 

builded through their passion and their seal and their 

courage a finer and DObler tn,e of faith most eatiaf7ing 

to the hungrJ' eoula of men. 

And so in our own dq organised religion 

ia far from being a perfect thing. No human organisation 

ie perfect. A human ideal may be perfect because it ia 

not confined in the framework of realit7; it ia as free 

and ae expansive as the human ima ination, but a human 

institution le held fast ithin the frame ork of realit7, 

of the now and the here and the people ho work in that 

organisation. and ao it is never. never quite as beautiful 

and ae perfect aa the ideal. Th real always la a behind 

the ideal. And so it is well th t religion expressed in 

concrete and real human institutions should. from time to 

time, be analysed. criticised, challen ed. probed. prodded 

on, so -that it might aet out to approximate a little more 

oloael7 the ideals of religion. 

I lcn.o• of ma117 fine men and women in the 

Cbristiaa miniatr7 who are troubled beoauee their mindll 

do not and oannot aubaoribe to ma~ of the doctrine■ and 

creeds wbioh the ohurche■ to which the7 minister demand, 

and they are confuae4 and the7 do not know what to do. 

Shall they remain and be untrue to their intellectual 

Shall the7 resign and leave the fine ork of 

personal aervioe and helpfuln••• and inapiration which the~ · 

-15-



are 4a117 giving and which they feel they are giving well 

to their people? And it does not always mean that the 

man who remains ie a hypocrite. and it does not always 

mean that the man who resigns is a courageous man. These 

are two naive distinctions which only the superficial 

observer can make. I have advised some to remain. to bore 

from within. to seek to reform the institution from within 

rather than to seek to change it from without. Moat of the 

great reformstiona have taken place just that wa7. I have 

advised others to leave. to Join the more liberal churches 

of Christendom. where their minds can be at ease and their 

energies unhampered opportunities for real service. 

I speak not now as a 4efen4er and aa 

apologist for rq profession.--I believe that it 1a. to me, 

at leaat. the holiest and the moat satisfying kind of 

service. though not the exclusive kind of service, which a · 

man may render, --but I speak for the hundreds and hundred& 

of men who I know to be working in the vineyard of the 

Lord, in larRe places and in small, m&D7 of them humble 

men. many of thent underpaid men, ma~ of them compelled to 

eke out a starved and miserable existence on. the paraimoD7 

of their churches. and yet ma~ of them devoting tbemaelvea 

in real faithfulness and conaeoratio~ of spirit to that 

aervioe which they r~gard as supreme and holiest in the 

world. And it ia, to~ mind, rather unfortunate that a 

maa who ia aa keen an obaener as the author of thia book • 
ahoul4 ha~e overlooked the thouaanla of th••• reaplen4en,. 
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truly heroic men,--overlooked them, ignored them complete-

17, and fixed upon a lower than the average individual, a 

sordid, poor, cheap, unattractive individual aa representa­

tive of that great profession which, from the days of Amos 

and Hosea until our own day, baa auanoned some of the 

finest spirits of the world to dedicate themselves to 

religion. 

I should like to ee, friende.--and this ia 

rq laat word,--I should like to eee some of your own bo~• 

entering the miniat17. I should like to see ~our moat 

talented and 7our moat spiritual lade deToting tbemaelTe■ 

to thla eenice. It would not offer, 1Jl moat instances it 

would not offer, the eaolllDlent■ which other profeasions do, 

but it can offer and doea off r ~o him who 1e earnest of 

aoul the moat marvelous opportunity to learn, to teach, to 

aene, to help, to reach out into the world and impart to 

other■ the inspiration which may be his, and to enkindle 

other aoula with a light which may be hia. I should like 
> 

to aee the young men of the beat home•, of the beat talents 

enter the ministry, because the church and the synagogue 

have a marvelous opportunity to remould life 1n the future. 

If the ohuroh ha■ failed in some 1natancea 

it 1a beoauae it baa loat its great prophetic vision which 

once inspired it. It eeaaed ,o be aggrea■iTe, d7Daaio, 

challenging; it oeaae4 to be peraeoute4. And that i■ 

perhapa the greateet trageq of the cl111roh to4q. It ia 

-1,-



men do not al aye take it quite aerioual7. If the church 

were to speak as Isaiah spoke. and Amos spoke, ond Hillel 

spoke, and JeBUB spoke. and St. ~rancia of Aaai■i lpoke, 

and SaTonarola spoke,--if the church ould cr7 from the 

housetops and from the street cornera--cry not for a 

formal conversion and an allegiance to this denomination 

or that denomina tion, or subscribe to this do or that 

dogma, but cry 1th the spirit of ;od for the purging 

spirit of truth, for economio Juatice, for social right~ 

eouanea■ , for decency in life, for the supreraac7 of ideal• 

oYer thinge, the Talue of a pr1oe,--1f the church were to 

beoome again a heral4 of the kingdom, a preacher of tbe 

new goepel of humEin regeneration, \he church will be 

peraecute4, the cmrch - ill h ve i t martyrs. the elm.rah 

111 be hatel, but the church 111 bee ea revolutionar'7, 

reorganising and bealing,building force in human life. 

·nd in order that it may become that we nee4 

the best of minds and the beat of souls of men about ua; 

and that ie the need of the church today--man. yea, and 

omen. the finost •nd etrongeat of tho laity, to join the 

ranlta of the clerical legione and guide the church to it■ 

true function and its true deati~. 
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