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!he Ab~•ol which I haTe propoun4e4 for 

thi■ aorning-•"ftat 1■ •oralit7?8--i■ vaat in ita aoope,aa4 

I aball not preB11me eTen to attempt to treat o1 it in it■ 

ent1ret7. ill I wiah to do thi■ morning 1■ point out one 

or two iaportant fact■ touching th1■ probl .. of ■oralit7 

which are being oTerlooke4 in our 4a7. be17 one mow■ 

or napecta that our age ia reTiaing ita ■oral ■tanclar41. 

berphere ■en and women are queatioDing the ■oral codea. 

Soae are even Tiolating the moral 004• in this or that 

regar4 without 8D7 particular form of conacienoe. 

J. few •••k8 ago ])r. l>arant acldre■aea the 

Men' ■ Club of our !eaple on the ■u~Ject of the molern 

woll&D. Bia Ter7 4iacuaaion, hi• et7le, alreaq in4icate4 

a shifting of atanclarda with regar4a to the old faahione4 

re■traint■ of pu,11c apeech. Dr. Durant called attention 

to the radical change■ in the political and economical anl 

■ocial atatua of the modern woman, an4 warned of the 

ineTitabl• changea in moral atan4ar4■ which woul4 follow 

th••• change■• 

ITerJWbere we hear about the revolt of 7outb. 

I, for one, have not found thie reTolt of 70uth. !o •• the 

reTolt ■•em■ ■ore lib a •114 part7. !here la everphere 

a frank, a ■ore publio indulgence of the .appetite■. that 

might be reTolti~ 'but it 1■ har417 a revolt. But olearl7 

•• ■•n•• it in the air that our ■oral ■tan4ar4■ are being 
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■barpl7 reTieea, ana a■ a renlt of thia nigh uniTer1al 

readjuetment in our moral 11~•. our ideaa concerning the 

eaeential■ of ■oralit7 have become confueel, and tho■• 

notion.a which frequentl7 lnfe■t an age of ■oral tranaition 

haTe again male their appearance •ong ua. Quit• a 111111ber 

of people are •••king reflage fro■ the oenaure of ■oclet7 

for their moral mi■lee4a in that argament, clearl7 

anarchietlo, which •tatee that moralit7 after all 1■ onl7 

a aet of aocial functiona; that there are no principle■ 1n 

aoralit7 abicllng and irreTocable, but that aoralit7 ia 

onl7 a matter of aocial usage or ou■to■ which one age 

accept■, which another age ~87 reJect. 

Under the guise of this paeudo-aolentifio 

~uatiflcation 7oung adventurer• ant 014 ainnera are 

car17lng on their practice,. It la theret•r• i■portan,, 

to 1117 mini.. in thia age of ■oral fi1m and change, to point 

out that while morallt7 ha■ eTolTel, a1 all life baa 

eTolTe4, fro■ the lower fora■ to the higher, and that 

therefore ■oralit7 ha■ been changing oontimaoual7,--I aa7 

it 1 ■ all laportant to point out that llhile all thla 1■ 

trae, this change, thla eTolution, baa not been eporadlo 

anl 1mlntelllgent and oaprlclou■, a utter of obanoe or 

whia, but that certain quite definite principle■ ant 14eal1 

haTe alwa7■ pi4e4 thia ■oral eTolution of the race. 

And 11 ia alao all laportant to point out, 

e■peclall7 to our 7oung people tolq, that morallt7 la not 

87JI0~011■ •1th ■oolal ouato■ or ooDTention; that it 1 ■ 
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■ore than mere habit of conduct of the maJorit7 of 

peopl••• !here waa a time in the hiato?7 of the hu■an 
• 

race when morali't7 ••• allloat e%olua1vel7 ou■toma~. that 

ie true of all primitive people■, and I nppose it 1■ 

■till true of all people■ whose minda are pr1111tive. !he 

primitive man wa■ dorainate4 b7 the habits and the practice• 

of hi■ tribe, hi■ olan, hia group. Be obe7ed the moral 

code in vogue not becau•• hi■ reaaon aanctioned it; not 

becauae he ha4 thought through hia ■oral code, 'but because 

uaage demanded it. Be brought to hi• moral problem no 

h'ee ideaa, no intelligence, no queationing apirit; he 

e%erciae4 no Judsment and no freedom in hie ■oral 

4ec1aiona. Bia reaction■ to a moral situation were 

alaoat inatinotive. Morality for the pri■itive man••• 

not a matter of inner e%per1ence but aerel7 of outer 

conformit7. .Juat the 8811le •• •• confona toc1.a7 to o•r 

canon• of fashion. We wear the kind of area■•• c1.o wear 

or the kind of hata we do wear not because•• belieTe in 

the■, not becau■e we believe the7 are the ■oat appropriate 

or the moat beautiful or the moat comfortable. We wear 

our clothe• becauae eve17boq el■• wear, the■ in the ■am• 

at7le anl in the aame faahion, an4 •• wouldn't da~• to 

Tiolat• that ■ocial •••«- or comention. !here are people 

wllo think 1••• of violating aoralit7 than of Tiolating 

■anner■. I know of buain••• men who would not think 

twice about overreaching hi• lnt ■in••• but would not dreaa 

of appearing, aa7, in a p11ltlio fllnotion 1n • tuxedo nit 



witb a rel necktie. I mow of women who do not think 

twiee of go■aiping and alaniering, doing all aort■ of 

thinge, but would be ■ortified if the7 bad to appear 1n 

p•blic in a dreea of the ■t7le of 1910. 

•• accept theee thing■ and we nbmit to 

tbeee faahione autoaaticall7. Bow, pri■itive man nblllittel 

to bis moral cote in t~e ■elf-same wa7. onl7 more ao. to 

hi■ hia ■oral code wa■ not onl7 a matter of fashion but 
. 

a utter of militar7 unifona. It was part of hie 41■-

cipline. It waa fixed and binding upon hi■, and to that 

degree he was not a moral being at all, becau■e morality 

la predicate4 upon the thought that a man is free to 

chooee between right and wrong. When a man thinks a 

child will be neither moral nor i ... oral he ia unmoral, and 

the prlmltiTe man who merel7 followed bllndl7 the practice■ 

and the usages of hie tribe or group was to that extent 

not a ■oral being. It la onl.7 aa man deTeloped and hie 

mind expandel, it 1 ■ only aa man began to e■ancipate 

himself fro■ the co■plete 4o■ination of hi■ clan, of hi■ 

tribe, or a gr01lp, •• he began to think for himself and to 

make hie own deciaiona, that moralit7 made ita appearance, 

and to the degree that man continued hie mental ant 

apiritual emancipation did hie moral ■enae deTelop an.a 

expana. 

In other worb, ■oralit7 la ooteraima■ with 

freedom. 1laD na .. Yer entirel7 tree, and we are not 

entirel7 tree to thia da,. •• are ■till aubJeot largel7 to 
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the hera inatinot, and•• are still subject largel7 to the 

infiuencea of hert.dit7 and ·enTironment, but to the degree 

that we do atruggle to free ouraelTea 'frca theae ahacklea 

which time and place and tradition impose upon ua, to the 

degree that we atraggle to r1ae to the leTel of an 

autonoaoua peraonalit7, doe■ our ■oral aenae grow and 

deTelop. !herefore to aa7 that moralit7 toda7 1a onl7 a 

matter of social conTention is to 4•111' the whole progreaa 

of the human race, la to put man back in the jungle. 

Koralit7 today is no longer a matter of 

conformit7. It ia reflected. !he Tery fact that each 

age undertakes to reexamine ita moral standard■ provea 

that morality haa entere4 a new atage in hWDan development. 

•• are conaoioua of being free to obe7 or to diaobe7, to 

■elect, to ■odif7, to reJect, if neceaaar7. llq Te# 

often we challenge convention in the name of the higher 

■oral law. In 1860 and before that time alaver7 •• a 

■oral 1nat1tlltion, accepte4 b7 eociet7, alaoat univer■all.7 

practice&, part of the law of the land, and yet aen 4are4 

to challenge that institution in the name of the higher 

■oral law. In 1927, ln our own dq, war ie a legalised 

inatitutlon, acoeptel quleti,, uniforal.7 pract1ce4, part 

of our moral code, if 7ou will, if ■oralit7 1a 0D17 a 

■atler of cueto■ an4 uaage and habit, and 7et in 1927 ■en 

4are4 to challenge nr, to ■eet the outlaW?7 of war. In 

the name of what? •ot in the name of aoc1al conventiona 

but in the name of the higher law llhioh aa7 ■till be the 
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poaaeasion of onl7 a few of the aristocrat• of the human 

apec1••· !wentJ-fiTe hundred years ago idolatr7, the 

worship of idol■, waa univeraall7 habitual and customar7, 

but the prophets arose and challenged that entire 

institution. In the n•e of what? Bot of thing••• 

the7 are; not of the -coepte4, but in the name of the 

higher ideal■ which had began to 1tir in their eoula. 

J.n4 ■o the teat of moralit7--thia ia the 

first great thought which I would seek to underacore 

thia morning--the teat of whether a thing ia moral or no, . 
ia no longer in thia age of reflective moralit7, whether 

it confora1 with social uaage or whether it la legal or 

whether it is tra41t1onal. !he teat of the moralit7 of 

an act or of a condition or of an inatitritm toda7 ia 

whether it confona with the higheet i4eale o~ ihe be■t) 

mints of the race, even if theae ■inde be few and in 

oppoeition to the minda of the agnoatio. A condition, 

therefore, or an inatitdllcnof the act remains moral until 

the higher ideal begin■ to dawn upon the race, am•• soon 

aa that higher ideal appear■• that condition or in1~i••tlon 

of praotioe.- however broadl7 or generall7 hell. beoo■ea 

laaoral and aubJeot to reJeotion. 

But . it 1■ onl7 in the name of an ideal an4) 

, higher ideal that the aooial code lare be ohallengel. 

lier• rebelliouan••• of apirit, mere •••king after n0Telt7 

or a queet of the different. 1nab111t7 to eub■it to the 

41■olpline which ■orallt7 ezaot,. a 4ee1re to lnclulge one' ■ 

• 



appetite• with greater conTenience,--theae thinga do not 

Juatif7 or warrant a challenging of the moral oo4e of an 

age or an experimentation with new moral practice•. !he 

challenglM, the •••king of then••• muetbe in the name 

of the higher ideal■ and onl7 in the name of the higher 

ideal■. 

•o•~ what are the•• higher ileal■TID whoa• 

behalf are we ~•tif1e4 in •••king moral reTiaion an4 

ao4ificationT ft7. friend■, the7 are ■yno~ou■ with 

tho■• ideal■ which haTe gaide4 the human race in it■ long, 

long aaoent fro■ the low leTela to the higher leTela. 

!he7 are the ideals which haTe beckoned the race conatantl7; 

they are the ideal■ of ■elf-perfeotion, ■elf-realisation, 

aelf-fQlfillment; the ideals which woul4 enable men to 

l~Te on the higheat planee of exiatence, ph7aicall7, 

aentall7 and apirihall.7. Some called it the ideal• of 

freedom. !hat ia a good word-•freedo■. 1or eTe17 fora 

of iaperfection, eTe17 condition which keep■ a aan fro■ 

realizing hie higheat deati~ is ■laTeZ7. Ignorance. 

euper■tition, p0Tert7, hate, luat, war,-•tbeae are cha1u 

which keep u■ shackled to our 1mperfeot1on■ and to our 

re■triotion■ and to· oar 11111tationa; whloh keep u■ fro■ 

a4Tentur1nc treel7 1D the ,road worll■ where we can become 

■or•. be ■ore, mow aore, grow. 

•o• th••• ileal■, polltioal, eoono■ioal, 

1ocial, personal, whioh enable a ■an, and alllllltaneoual.7 

all other ■en, to realise their flalleat leati~, 'h••• 
_,_ 



14eal• are the guiding principle• in ■oral1t7 and in the 

name of th••• ideala and onl.7 in their naae 1a an age 

taat1f1e4 in ••eking a re,laion of its moral code and an 

experimentation with new moral inatitutiona . .lnd it ia 

quite be7ond the point, friend■, to rai•• the question at 

thie till• whether th••• 14eala are of God or of ■an. 

Whether the ■oral code 11 aaD-aade or God-macle; whether 

we ought to follow the•• ideals because the7 are 41Tine 

illperatiTes imposed upon the human race b7 God. or whether 

theee ideale repreeent the finding of man's own reaaon am 

un'8 own experienoea. !hat 18 quite be7on4 the point. 

!heae ideal ■ do represent the beat that the human ain4 an& 

heart are capable of, and if we are to belieTe in huu.n 

progr••• at all, in 1UD'a oapaoit7, to order hie future and 

to control hi• progre••• then we mu8t accept the doctrine 

that 0D17 ae man follow• thee• higheat ideal■ will he grow 

and leTelop. 

Bow thia aa7 aound quite Tape, all that I 

haTe aail, but then the whole aubJect 18 qui_te Tague, 

indefinite anl concrete fornl,tion. But the•• ideala of 

which I speak are 4efinite and permanent principles in 

■oralit7, and the fine minda of the h11111an race found it 

poaaibl• to oo■preaa th••• 14eala in certain mulaa. cer­

tain oonoiae, 8erv1•ble u.zi■a to a14 people 1n their 

4&117 life. !he great German philo■opher Iwmel xan,, 

when aakel: "When can I know whether an aot la ■oral or 

llliloralT• •-here I aa facing a aituation, I do not mo• 
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ezactl7 whether it ia right or wrong for me to do thi■ 

particular act. What shall I doT What shall be rq 

piding principleT"--and he replied b7 aaying, "~ot from 

a maxim fit for uniYereal 1••·" · Restated it mean• a1Jlpl7 

thia: ask youreelf whether thia particular act whicb 7ou 

are about to perform, if done b7 eYe17body else, would 

lea4 to 7our and their greater happineee and well-being 

or not. Un1Ter■al1se 7our act,,mr contemplated act. If 

7ou are about to tell a lie , aet yourself if all men 

woul4 tell 11ee in all aituation■ whether that would be 

conducive to the growth and the development of yourself 

and of mankin4 or not. If you ar~ about to put through a 

teal in buaineaa, or perform a piece of labor in a ahaq 

or unaati■faotoq manner, in 7our own min4 and imag1uatien 

uniTerealise that act and aat 7ouraelf what would be the 

reault if all men did the same thing. If you are about to 

atoop to the aeptha of eenaual ■elf-in4ulaenoe and to 

pro■titute your moral being, ~niveraalise that practioe 

in 7our own mind and aak youraelf what would happen if 

7our laughter or your wife or your aiater or your son . 

would do the eelfaame thing, whether that wa:&:11 contrinte 

to 7our happineaa and to the happiness of all olller 

buaan being■• 

•o•. thi■ ia a iefinite, guiding principle 

in the moral life. our great Hillel said the aelf■ame 
. 

thing two thouaand year• before Kant when he ■a14: "lhat 

1• hateful unto tll7■elf do not do unto t!q neighbor." !DA 



a generation later the ■aster of Chriatianit7 phr-■el 

the ■aae thought in the famou■ Gol4en Rule: "l>o unto other■ 

aa you would have other■ 4o unto you." J.nd Confllciu■ 

oenturiee before ■aid the aelfaame thing. 

pitb7, conci■e phra■e■ are expreaaed all th••• higher 

ideal■ which have guided the hu■an raoe fro■ the earlie ■t 

per1o4 of it ■ conacioue ■oral evolution. 

So that if I were to &WIDarise all that I 

have aaid about thie aub~ect "What ia aoralit7?• I wou..ld 

1a7 thi1: in the fir■t place, morality ia not a matter of 

fashion. Whether a girl bob■ her hair or not ia not a 

■oral question. Whether a woman smoke ■ cigarette ■ or not 

la not a moral question. Theae things have to do with 

social conventions and aooial uaage1 which change, rapidl7 

change fro■ one age to another. Borla morality a matter 

of what a ■an should eat or wbat a man should drink. 

Whether a man should drink apirltou■ liquor■ or not 11 not 

a ■oral question. Whether a man should obe7 a la• on the 

■tatute book •hi~h regulate■ or prohibit■ the lrinting of 

ep1r1toua liquor■, that 1■ quite a ■oral que1tion. But 

the ■ere eating an4 4r1nk1ng 4oe ■ not become a moral 

,ue■tion until eating reach•• the point of glutto~ an4 

4r1nk1ng reachea the point of 1naobr1et7 whioh make for the 

4egra4ation of man' ■ pll7aical and aental ant ■p1r1tual 
' 

life, lfhiok keep ■en fro■ the fulle■t an4 higheat realisa­

tion of their oapaoltie1. !hen eating and lr1nk1ng beoo .. 

a ■oral queetioa. lor la moralltJ ■erel7 a utter of law. 
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!he law aln7a lage behind the moral 14ealiaa of the race. 

!he law after all ••preeenta onl.7 the concenna of the 

aa~orit7 at~ g1Ten time; nothing more. You cannot 

write into your oodea of law loTe, charit7, goodnea■ of 

heart. purit7, 1Dcl.• ■tr7. You cannot legislate the■• 

thing■ at all, and the7 are ea■ential, perhap■ the aupreme 

e■sentiale of ■oralitJ'. !he7 are thoee lawa which our 

aagea 8a14 were •the tbtW9 which were turned over to the 

heart." !he7 are "the beautiea of the heart." .!nd ao 

moralit7 ia higher than mere law. 

What then la morallt7' It ia the ■ua 

total,•• I see lt, of the highest spiritual intuition of 

the fineat mind■ of the race. It 1■ the BUm total of the 

high••t apiritual intuition of the flneat minds of the race. 

Morality la that ■•t of cod•• which man at hie beat, 

intellectuall7, splrituall7, thin.ta desirable for himself 

and for hia fellowmen. !he Babbie aa14 that ■orallt7 ii 

the i■itation of Gol; and that a1111a it all up; beoauae God 

1■ the nm total of the nobleat ideal■ of which the m1D4 

of man la capable. !be laitation of Gol. lllat a■ God 11 

■erolflll, 80 ought .. to be aercital. lu1t •• Go4 1■ Ju1t, 

10 ought we to t17 to approziaate the .1U■t1ee of Go4 • 

!hat 1■ morallt7. .lDl haying tho■• few ■tmple 14eal■ 

fixe4 in one'• ainl, one can quite rea4117 aak hlm■elf, 

when he confront■ a ■ituation whioh 1DY01Tee a ■oral ia■ue 

whether 117 aot la right or wrong, moral or imaoral, , 7 
th••• ■tan4ar4a which are permanent an4 abiding, not 

--
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a matter of whim or faahion or fanc7, but piding princi­

ple• which have led the race through ite millennial 

struggle for freedom and ■elf-perfection. 

llhat ia the re~l of the m~ral life? 1'117 

the moral life itaelf. 

obe7i11g th••· ideal■T 

What do we receive in renrn for 

1fh7 nothing more than the Jo7 and 

the eati■faction of obe7ing theee ideal■• Don't you aee 

that the7 are the dictate■ and the imperatiTe■ of the 

beat in u■T md the aati■faction in following the beet 

1n ua ia the onlJ reward which ••nought to expact in 

life. Obe7ing the ■oral law doe ■ not alwq■ make u■ 

happ7 in the ■en■• in Which people frequentl7 interpret 

the worl "hapw." Ve17 often 1n the purauit of thee• 

higher ideal■ we will find ouraelTe■ in oppoeition to the 

people about ua, deftlng the■, challenging institution■, 

bringing down upon ua the hate and the ■ocke17 and the 

perNcution of the worll. Ver7 often 1n the pur■ui t of 

the■• higher ideal■ we will miee tho■• phJ'■ical anl 

material co■fort■ an4 luxuriea whic~ might haTe been oure 

if we had choaen to flaunt, to 4eey th••• ideal■• Obedi­

ence to the moral law doe ■ not alw&7a make u■ happ7,11Dle■a 

it be tm true■t k1n4 of happine■■, the inner glow, the 

inner k11l4 of aatlafactlon, the spiritual contentment of 

haTlng pla7e4 the game a■ a aan. !hat happlne•• caea, 

alwa,■ come■, with obedience to the higheat ■oral law. 

!he ■to17 1■ toll of one of the ■age■ of 

our people--lt la toll in the !alml ana 1■ a Te~ inc1■1Tt 
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ant lll1111inating, almple tale, aa nearl.7 all of the 

!almudie aagaa and talee are---• certain queen, eaye thia 

legen4, loat a very precious atone, and the king had it 

proclaimea throughout his aominion that th• finder of 

thia precioue atone ehall return it within thirty days and 

receive a re,arl, but failing to return it within thirt7 

day■ he will be put to leath. Rabbi 8B11111el ben Saaaadia 

found the atone before the thirty daye were over, but he 

returned it after the thirty cl.aye . .lnd when queatione4 b7 

his diaciplee •117 he dela7el, thereby endangering hla life, 

he repliel: "If I had returned the atone within the 

a■algned time, all men would have aaid that I 414 it in 

order to gain the rewarl. I lelqel ■o ae to teach r,q 

41ec1ple■ and pupil■ the moat tan4amental law in life: 

that man ought to obe7 the moral law without expecting 

&DJ' reward." 

And in these sayings of the lather■ which 

I read for you thia morning there ia that remarkable 

phrase which oon4enaee all that I said thi■ morning: "Be 

not like servant■ who eerve their maater for the aake of 

receiving a renal, but be like tho■• who aerve their 

aaater--Go4--without &117 expectation of rewarl." 
• 

!he reward of goo4nee■ 1■ goolneaa it ■elf. 
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