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I GIOB? ' 



I find it quite difficult. friends, as 

others have. to give you a concise and aatiaf7ing definition 

of hat ia religion. Perhapa it would be beat to begin 

b7 stating Just what religion ia not, and through a nega­

tive approach we might be paTing the way for a poaitiTe 

approach later on. At the outset. then, let ua A7 

that religion ia not a set of dogmaa or a creed. All 

reli lone, juat as all science and all arta, will sooner 

or later express themselves in some set of formulae. That 

is inevitable. These formulae are condensations which 

are serviceable for purpose• of inatruction, for pedago~y. 

for guiding ua. But one must al aye bear in mind that a 

definition of a thing ia not the thing itself. cree4, 

after all, represents the beat thought of an a e. That 

beat thou~bt may be super■ede~ by another a e. So that 

creeds may change without in the least affecting the 

essence of the thing which the creed alma to reTiae. The 

trouble baa been from the beginning of time that the oree4 

■ooner or later ,aua on the aacroaanotio character which 

belong■ to the thing ltaelf, and the creed refueee to 

change, thereby saddling the thing itself with antiquated 

notion• and auperatition which do not belong to the eaaenoe 

of the reality which the creed ■eeka to define. 

I trust that I have made 1a7aelf clear on thf» 

point, beceuae Teq often there 1 ■ a aad confusion tn the 



m~nda of people between reli ion and the temporary 

definitions of reli~ion given in various a ea. You take 

polytheism. for examply.--idolatey. tone period say in 

the history of the reat Jreek people. polytheism and 

mythology defined exactly the religious beliefs and con­

cepts of the ,reeks. But the ,reek mind advanced beyond 
. 

pol7theiaa; but the creed had become so hardened .and 

incruatreted that it refused to yield and to change. 

ao that religion fell into disrepute with the thinking 

Greek■ and religion ceased to be a compelling factor in 

the life and in the civilization of the ,reeks. 

You take the dogma abut the infallibility 

of the ible. ta certain iven neriod in the history 

of our people and of other peoples. the ible was looked 

upon aa po seeing absolute p rfection and infallibility. 

aa being the literal word of ,od. Ae Biblical science 

develo ed and the thinking men discovered that the ible 

la the work of human beings. poaseeelng all the reatneaa 

but also all the limitations of human beings, they sought 

to chan e the old creed and dogma about the ible; but the 

creed had become aacroaanct. hallowed b7 age, and there­

fore iminoible, and the creed proved a atwabling block 

in the way of rogreaalTe religion. 

And ao it ia with the dogma about the 

dlT1n1t7 of Jena in Chriatianit7. That, too, at a certain 

period 1n the hlatory of Chri■tlanit7 repreaented the beat 

thought of the people, but aa mankind deTelope4 to ral■e 



to higher levels of understanding and truth, that creed 

no loner represented the eat thought of Chris-.idom, but 

that dosma, too, has refused to yield and thereby haa 

become a hindrance to real reli ion. 

So that in the first place, I ould say that 

reli .ion is not dogma or cree4,--though be it remembered 

that reli ion in evecy age will seek to exprees itself in 

some form of dogma. In the second place, I ould say that 

reli ion is not the church or the temple or the cult or the 

ritual, although all human ideas will aeek to embod7 them­

aelvea after a bile in something concrete and visible to 

the eye. Ideaa express themselves in action, and group 

ideas ex re themaelvea in oup action, and ritual 1■ 

a significant roup action, a711bolic group activity. 

nd ao it is inevitable that all vital reli ion will before 

long bring with itself institution of religious habits 

which we call cult or ritual. But it must al aye be 

remembered that they are only te pora~ manifestations of 

reli ion. hey, too, change 1th the changing timea. The7i 

are undoubtedly deeir ble, but, after all, t .ey are 0~7 

the outer and the external expree lone or accoutrements of 

the religious idea■ . n4 thirdly, it should be remembered 

that . reli ion la not aynonymoua with morality. man can 

be moral lthout belng religioua. I know ma~ atheiata 

an4 agnoatioa who are ■oral people. I ma7 auapeot that 

their morality la not well groundel; I aay auspeot that 

their morality baa no philosophic baal■ ; I .. 7 think of 
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their morality as· only a matter of habit, or perhaps fear 

of public opinion. or a matter of give and take in 

bus iness • I may have e.11 kinds of suspicion as to the 

source ant 1,he wherefores of their moral conduct, but I 

cannot for n moment doubt that lrrelia-ious people may be 

morel. The fact that a man is charitnble ·and honorable 

does not make him religious any more than the fact that a 

man that oes to church makes him moral. 

I emphasize this thou ht because here 

a ain there is a vast confusion in the minds of people. 

torality ie concerned with the relations of man to his 

fellowmen. Religion is concerned with the relations of 

men to the universe and to ultimate reality. orality 

le a queation of conduct; rel1gfon is a question of basic 

convictions touching the ultiMete verities of life. 

~ orali ty aims to establish the most perfect order of 

society or human bein s livin upon this earth, an order 

of society rwb1ch till bo baaed on peace and Justice and 

gool will. But religion aims to answer certain uestions 

which an have asked and which en ·111 continue to ask 

even under the ost perfect con itions of society; the 

oueetione of why? ¥hence? Whither? The q~eations which 

come into the minds of all thinking people,--why was this 

orld o eated? ¥ho created it? at is the destiny of 

man upon this earth? Whence come our ideals an our 

yearn1n a after perfection? What follows the bra kup and 

the a1aaolution of our mortul frame■? These question■ 



and multitudinous other guestiona the mind of man baa 

asked himself from the first day when he emer ed from hie 

primitive life, and these auee~ions the mind of m n ill 

seek to find a solution and an answer for until the end 

of time. 

.eli ion is concerned 1th these questions, 

with these elo ents , with these ysteriee, 1~ you 111, 

-of life. lo , there are just t,o sets of ans era tat 

can be iven to hese ouestions. ~he one is the 

naturalistic end the ot or is the reli ioua. The one 

replies the univoree is a a.chine; everythin.?' in the 

uni erse c n be ex 1 ined by the laws of physics or 

chemistry. It is blind and uDh eaing; it has no oul or 
• 

spirit or nur ose or ny particular meaning, and therefore 

all t hese questions are me n1 lees. You are aaking 

questions of a sphynx which never can answer them. rnhat 

ls the ~echanlstic interpretation of the universe. 

Bow, the ott er interpretation of the 

universe and t Je otl er ans~er is the reli ious one. ot 

every one 111 accept t hat answer, but the heart of 

humanity has accented that answer and hae found in it a 

com ort. a atren th, a highhold. nd bat ls t e ans er 

hich reli ion ivaa? eli ion so ,s that the universe 

is not a ech1ne but a per ono.11ty; that the univ rae 1a 

not physical but at bo tom spiritual; ,hat the universe 

is th dwelllngplace of Qod nd supreme wisdom and ood­

nes■ , ho created the uni·erae, hose might upholds the 
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universe, and hose urpoee guides it. And from this 

mi hty postulate all answers to all questions may be had; 

and only that man ho acce ta that answer which reli~ion 

ives, nd lives as if the universe was epiritu, land 

purposeful and meanin-ful, the d ellingplace of personal­

ity, and who or anizes hie life and hie uture around this 

focal, central thou ht, only that man is religious in 

• the truest aenae of the ord. 

Reli~ion, then, friends, if I ould now 

seek to define it a little more positively, is a special 

' mental attitude toward the universe, a sort of kno led e 

o .... reo.11 ty. eople have iven various definitions of 

reli lon. The r est ,er an hilo opher ant said that 

reli ion. is belief in the realit nd in the aoverel nty 

o • the or l order Oa thins. not her }erman ph ilo opher 

def ined reli ion piety hich derives rom Jur sense of 

de en ence, our helplee neas. Ot ere have defined reli ion 

as intellectu l exaltation as the mind 1ovee into the 

spheres of eterna~ truth. 

ow, bather reli ion ea mat ter of will 

or feeling or reason, it is clear th tit is omethin 

more than mere morality; tat it le something more than 

mere p rformanoe of our utie ■ in society. ow these 

convictions of hicb l ha'e spoken touching the nature 

and the quality of the universe lead to certain definite 

attitudes on the part of man, hicb attitudes we call 

reli ioue; and the first attitude ia that of reverence. 



The reli lous man is reverent because ,he reli ious man 

feels himself standing all the time in the presence of 

God. ~verythin about him is rod; everythin about him 

ape ks of ,od; everythin about him breathes intimations 

of divine splendor, and he therefore stands in the 

presence of ovary manifestation o nature, rapt in adora­

tion and reverent spirit. 

The great .!!Jlglieh poet •orda orth caught 

the spirit of reverence which is an attribute of the 

reli ioua man admirably hen he wrote: "A presence th t 

disturbs e with a joy of elevated thou hts, a sense 

sublime of something far more deeply interfuaed, hose 

dwelling le the 11 ht of setting auna. end the round 

ocean, nn the living air, an t e blue slty, and in the 

mind of men a motion and e spirit that impels all thinking 

thin a, 11 objects of ·11 thought, nd rose throu hall 

things." 

The reli ioue m n there ore stands in the 

presence of divinity all the time, and hie reaction la 

that of oees hen he stood before ,od revealin himself 

in the burnin bueh. ":emoTe the sandals from off thy 

feet, for the place where thou dost stand 1• holy round. ' 

ver7thin is holy to the religious man, 1or it is t e 

foot printe of od in the raas. The winds are the 

me sen era of .oa. His a iri t rid•• the atom. "Hol.7, 

hol7, hol7 is the Lord of host■; the hole earth ia full 

of is lor7 " Thia ia the flrat attitude of the 
_,,_ 



reli ioue mind. 

nd t he second attitude of the religious 

mind, friend, ls that the spirit of man, conscious that 

all about him is a living, throbbing. breathing. mystic 

personality. which la 1od, seeks to et into touch 1th 

it, to commune 1th it. to identify itself 1th it. nd 

that is nra er. The reli ious an prays. The religious 

man prays not al aye 1th his lips but always 1th hie 

heart. The religious r an aeeks to commune with that soul 

which ia everything and in everything. The religious an 

aeeka to e~preas hie gratitude and thanks iving for the 

priTilege of life. for being alive in this orld of 

tee 1ng. throbbing life. ln this orld of divine splendor. 

The religious an Try often in hie eupreme 

moments of ecataa7 or exaltation. or in his darkest 

momenta of aorro and confusion and sadness 111 kneel and 

adore. That is the second quality of the truly religioue 

man. .nd the third attribute. frie nds, is thie: th t the 

reli loua man feels that hie soul 1a holy; that he must 

imitate the holine a which ia ~d. Therefore. to the 

reli ioue an the mere obaenanoe of the moral code 1a 

not enough. The mere perfor ance of one's duties to 

society is not enough. Tt e religious man eeeka to 

aanotif7 hia llf•. to cleanae and purge eTery orea■e and 

fold ln hie ao•l and in hie m1n4. ao that he 111 not onl7 

not hurt but that he will not wlah to hurt; he will not 

onl.7 not luat after ~bing■ but be will not eTen wiah to 
---t--~ 
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luet after thlnga; ao that he will not onl.7 not hate 

but he will loYe. The religious man therefore baa a 

transfigured code of morality which la more than legal 

morality. which ia more than customary morality. It ia 

a morality guided by the principle of the imitation of God. 

And the fourth characteriatic attribute 

of the religious mind le thie: that Just as it re arde 

itself aa omethlng holy, being part and parcel of the 

all-encompassing holineaa of the universe, ao doea it 

re ard every other human being aa something infinitely 

sacred and holy. and in the presence of every other human 

being the soul of man atanda reverent. 

So that the religioua mind haa always been 

the moat exacting in its demanda for social Justice, on 

the baala of the lnYlolablllt7 of eYery human being and 

of every human soul. Thia poor man. thle sinner. thia 

proatitute, thia outcast, wh7, he la a child of 1od, ude 

in God'a image; holiness dwella in hi■ and therefore he 

must revere him. He must aeek to guide him into the way 

of the reater truth becauae he ia of 1od aa I ea of uod. 

So that our Rreat prophet■• ho knew God, who were the 

.nobleet spokeamen of the ideals of social Justice. said 

that Justice well■ up as water■ and rlghteouanesa as a 

mighty stream, and they roclalme4 their mesaa e and they 

·hurled defiance in the teeth of the exploiter■ and the 

oppressor■ of mankind, and they aerved in aelf-aaorlfice 

beoauae God spoke through the■; (}o4 waa about the■ and God 



waa everywhere. 

am the Lord." 

"Love thy neighbor ae thyself. for I 

And lastly, there is a quality which the 

religious mind possesses which is something of the nature 

of timeleeenesa. The religious mind possesses a strange 

sense of the oneness of .all thinga and the continuity of 

all things and the indestruotibility of all things. To 

the truly religious man there ia no death. There is no 

death! Everything lives. for everything le ~odJ 

And so the religious an feels deeply and 

profoundly not on the basis of spiritual kno ledge but 

on the bas~s of profound intuitions. that bis personality 

will never be destroyed any more than his work and the 

influence of his actions will ever be destroyed. The 

·universe 1a an integrated oneness and everything in it 

belong■• and every act in it count■• every word. eTeey 

thought. every impulse. every achievement. is engraved 
. 

and remain■• and every human soul abide■ because all 

thing■ endure in the eternal duration of God. 

And so the truly religious man can ■9.7 with 

the J.>sal■i■t. ''!hou wilt not allow Tlq faithful one to 

••• the pit of destruction.~ 

•o• thee• five qualitlea. I believe. are 

characteristic of the religious mind. One may have them 

and be a religious man. and one ma~ not haTe them and not 

be a rel1g1oua man. low. you may say that these are all 

auperetitiona and delusiom,. that aolence contradiota the■, 
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and in saying that you will be stating popular notion• of 

uninformed or misinformed minda. Science has not ruled 

God out of the un1Terae. Science baa not ruled spirit 

out of the uniTerae. nor the creative mind. Science baa 

not explained the uniTerae. Science has not lven an 

answer to the hy and the hence and the hither. Nor 

can it. Science after all can only select cert in fact■ 

in the universe and isolate them and analyse hem. and 

thereby giving us useful and helpful in:f'ormation. But 

acience cannot ive ue the complete picture of life; nor 

can science ive us ny more of objective truth than 

reli ion c n. bee u e science. too. le a product of the 

hum n mind. and the quality of the human mind ia inevit bl~, 

indelibly printed upon hat c oose to call objective 

and scientific truth. 

o. aciance has not destroyed the right of 

man to believe in the epiri ual quality of the universe. 

nd in these convictions of which I havo spoken man finds--

hat? y do e preach reli ion? Why do•• urge upon 

people to take on the reli ioua moo4 and attitude? Why 

do we teach 11 tle children to ~orahipT Why. beoauae • 

believe tat religion nlone 111 give man that senae of 

41gnit7 which he reouirea in life. "What ia man that Thou 

art mindful of him. and the eon of man that Thou reaemberat 

him?" What is man but a handful of corruption, a bundle 

of weameeae■ and passion■ hich are of the mo ent and 

ceaae to be? What ia roan. object to all the accident• 
----.. 
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of time and of place, to 41aeaee and to suffering and to 

pain and to death and to decay? "What is man that Thou 

art mindful of himT" "And yet Thou hast made him a little 

lower than the angels, and hast crowned hia with glory and. 

honor." Ah. if the un1Yerae ia a pereonalit7, if there 

is in it a purpose, if there is in it a creative thought. 

a wi ■do■ , and man is part of it, then man ie a oo-•~ker 

in a conetantly growing and eYolTing universe, and man 

~erforu a ondrousl7, arTelousl7 beautiful task in~tbe 

universe shaping orlde, and an is crowned 1th honor and 

glory, and it le only the deep religious conviction that 

can iTe an a eenae of dignity, a sense of onenesa, a 

aenae of confidence. ''!he l.ord 1s m7 shepherd, I shall 

not want." "Yea, though I lk trough the v lle~ of the 

shadow of death, l hall fear n e 11." or th re is a 

friend by my ide, a kinsman last ere, al aye ready to 

h lp me. I am not alone in a cold, heedless universe. I 

am in the loTing reeence of a kind nd passionate ather. 

The Lord la near e; I need not fear. That is 117 the 

reli ioua en have always been ready to beilllolate4,--to 

be burnt at the stake. to be crucified. to be tortured, to 

g1Ye up all the things that 

their God. 

n hold dear for the sake of 

nd religion iYea ua hope. "le sed ia 

the man ho puts hie hope in ~ee." or hoping in ~bee. 

belieYing in Thee a■ the eternal an4 the enduring aplr1, 

of the u iTerae. he oan do no wrong. He can tand beside 
, 
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an open ~rave and not give way to the sorrows of my heart. 

I cen see e dear one fast slipping away into the dark 

shadows. and I can endure in steadfast faith and believing 

that, whet r here or there, that dear one ia in the 

protecting mercy of one who is eTerywhere and in 

everything. 

This, then, la what religion really ia. 

few strong conTictiona concerning the ultimate fact■ 

of the universe, which coDTictions giTe us a few strong 

attitudes, ond which also ,lve us a few aatief71Dg 

feelinga--a feeling of di nity, of confidence, of courage, 

of hope. That is religion . 
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