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· ltan4ing to4a7, frien4e, at the tenth ■ile-

1tone of rs mini■trJ' here in Cleveland, and looking back 

upon the road which I have traTeled from the day I caae here 

unto thi a da7, I thank God in the same manner in which 187 

people have alwa7s praised God on significant and important 

occasions. "Praiae4 be God who has sustained•• in life 

ap1d enabled me to reach this stage." 

!beae laat ten 7eara have been aarTeloual7 

rich--rich in the onl7 things which reall7 matter; rich in 

spiritual ? !hese laat yeara 

brought to me the reliah, the romance, the zest of new 

contact■ and new experiencea, new situations and new problem■• 

which becauae the7 poeaeeaed the quality of n0Telt7, were so 

auch more reTelational and aoul-aatiaf7ing. AB we get older 

•• experience reall7 veey little that is actuall7 new--n•• 

contact■ or new aituation■; things take on the quality of 1 

twice-told tale--plea■ant but not at all reTelational. 

But the■• laat ten year■ , because the7 were 

praoticall7 ,q firat year■ in the miniatey, brought with 

the■ a whole haneat of experience■, which poaaeaaed all the 

exhileration and all the lift of thing• new and novel, an& 

for theae ma117 taTor■ fro■ God I aa leepl7 grateful. 

!he■e laat ten 7ear■ in the hiato17 of aanklnl 

were etlrring years, troubled 7eara and heroic 7eara. !he7 

were 7eara of war anl of ~ace, of habllng eapiree; the7. ••rt ------,.-----'----
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7ear■ w~ich witnease4 reTolutione, the qing agoniee of 

47na■tiee and the birththroe■ of new nation■• !he whole 

world was in a seething caldron of unre ■t; ■illione of 

people moved to and fro acroaa the face of the world and 

joined in mortal co■bat, in a life and death grapple for 

victorie■ which turne4 out to be gall to the victor anl 

wor■wood for the vanquiahe4. 

!he■e laat ten year■ witnessed new per■onal­

itie ■ flaahing aero■■ the world's horison--new people, new 

voice■; the h&111Ber of hi■tory wae beating out upon the 

anvil of ti■• new deatinie■, new career■, new pereonalitiea. 

It waa a colorful deca4e and a dramatic lecade. Life 

■ovea awiftl7, ver7 awiftl7, at an accelerated tempo; ever7-

where about ua one aenaed new idea■ , new proJecta, new 

program■, new enterpriaea,--the Leag11e of Bation■, the 

World Court, diaaraament, bolahevi••• fa■cia■, cl••• 

atruggle, dictatorship; everywhere there were new idea■ 

geatating, eve?7where there waa a aight7 leaven at work in 

eociet7; and in the mid■t of thia nigh univeraal heave an4 

tu■ble of the worll, in the mi4■t of a ■truggling an4 

nffering and groping ■ankin4, I found ~•elf, not altogether 

a apeotator, charge4 with the ■aored responaibilit7 of a 

rabbi, charged with the dut7 of teaching and of guiding the 

fello .. en through the aa••• and the perplexitie■ of a 

troable4 anl a haraaae4 worll. Jew ■en could have been 

challenged b7 aore aoaantou■ and de■perate opportunitie■ 

than the ■en in the aiaiat17 taring th• la■t ten 7ear■. 
~---+------
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I am full7 conacioua of the fact that 'fA7 

contribution to the course of events was Yer7. ver7 meager. 

Bo one mind, no one Toice, could affect the couree of great 

isauea unless that mini or that Toice belonged to one who 

la placed in a etragetic position of office or of authorit7. 

I am altogether conscious of the fact that my actual con­

tribution ia•all, and 7et I never loet faith in thie 

conviction: that there ia a cu11111latiTe effect of ■&D7 minds. 

of m&nl' voice~ working for the kingdoa; that the consecrated 

labors of ■en here. there, ever7Where, eerving truth an4 

.1ustice, la bound to tell ultimatel7, and in that faith 

and in that eonTiction I lent lQ' humble power■ to that 

group of men and women throughout the land who worked in 

faithfulneas of spirit for truth and ~uatice and peace. 

I trie4 to keep conatantl7 before me in the 

past ten years the aanctitiea of human life which mJ' pro­

fession was charged with to aafeg,iar4 and to protect. thua 

during the war I labored for peace. I wa■ not of that ■mall 

band of much abuaed and much per1ecut.a men called pacifist,. 

I waa not a pacifiat. I gaTe to..; goTernment in the hour 

of its nee4; I gave to ST goYernment in common with the 

millions of other fellow citizen• 'IA7 unatlnted eenice anl 

cooperation. At the beheat of 117 goYernment I croaae4 the 

high eeae during the war and aerTe4 in the oapacit7 which 

wae assigned to• OTer there, and upon rq return I ,ravelel 

through the length ant brea&th of this land in an effort to 

at11111late the purcha■e of ,1bert7 Bonda, which would proY14• 
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the wherewithal for the continuation of the war, and in 

behalf of thoee contributiona for the welfare of our fighting 

■en which were eo 1111ch needed. One of the allied goTern-

manta 414 me the honor of recognizing 1147 humble aerTicee b7 

some fora of decoration. But all through that time I waa 

mindful of fA7 epecifio ■iaaion in life, which wa■ not the 

prosecution of a war but the eatabliahment of peace. I wa■ 

a ■ervant of one who ia callei "the King of Peace." 

So that in the midat of the war, in the 

■idat of the rampant wr spirit, in the midat of a war 

propaganda, a war of hate, war to the hilt, a •r of exterm­

ination, I called for peace; I called for the deoencie■ of 

international relationship; I called for a peace baaed on 

3u■tice and not on reTenge, and for a apeeq peace. I wa■ 

■innderatood. lrequentl7 during the war I was aubJectel 

to espionage and to crit1c1■■; 'but I saw.,. light and I 

followed it, and ainoe the termination of the war I haTe 

aade the preachaent of peace one of the ••~or theme ■ of 

I belieTe that it is the specific dut7 and 

I the aupreme opportunit7 of organised religion, of the c}mrcb 

in modern aooiet7, to work aggreaeivel7 for the eetabliahment 

I of that maohine17 whioll will make war lee■ likel7 and peace 

1 

■ore peraanent. I aa conTinced, friend■, that the church 

toda7 ia confronted with a choice of role ■. !he olmrch a&T 

chooae one of two role■ to pla7 in the la7■ to come; in a 
• 

1
•' worll which 1■ undergoing a radical reconatruotion anl 

' 

_____ .,_ __ _ 
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-i reorganization, the cmrch can pla7 one of two role ■: either 1 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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the role of aggressive and affirmative leadership, or the 

role of pioua irreleTan07. !he church must decide--and when 

I speak of the church I mean church and temple and a711agogue 

an4 aD7 and eveey organised religiOUa institution--the chur~ 

1112at decide whether it meane, today, tomorrow and the next 

da7, to vindicate its hi■toric clai■ of being the peace 

maker of mankind, and affirmativel7 to set out organizing 

the religiou■ conaciousneaa of mankind and the might7 boat■ 

of the faithful in the cauae of peace, or whether it mean■ 
J 

to continue along aa heretofore, more cautioua than gracioua, 

more ahrew4 than wiae, to content itself to a mechanical 

repetition of the old phraaea about univeraal peace and 

good will. 

!en 7eara ago there began a vast economic 

upheaTal in the worl4, which baa, in a aen■e, continued to 
. 

thia day. In aome land■ the ex1ating eoono■ic order waa 

torn up b7 it■ very root■; in other land■ where no nch 

radical economic change• took place. the war neverthelesa 

unleashed a whole pack of econoaic problems, which brought 

!' 

I 

in their wake ■trikes and lockout•, •&ll7 of the■ of menacing 1 

proportion,. Because of these upheaval■ men became extreme 

in their Tien and intolerant. Cla1a 1truggle appeared, 

olaaa dictatorahip,--the moat brutal in the hiator7 of 

civilisation. In the midat of thl• econo■io atruggle again I 

I tried to aafeguar4 in Q' own hllDlble wa7 the aanctltiea of 

h•man life, which the rabbi and the miniater are called upon 

I 

) 

I 



to aafegaarl. I spoke for aanit7; I spoke for aocial 

JQatioe; I spoke for the right■ of labor; I spoke for 

greater aecurit7 for the toiling massea of the worll; I 

spoke for their right to en~o7 a greater share in the 

profits of induat17; I championed their inalienable right ■ 

of organisation and collectiTe action; I championed their 

oauae when I believe4 that juatice waa on their side; I 

criticized their oauee when I believed that Justice waa not 

on their side; I challenged the power of great organizationa 

here and elsewhere when I believed that the7 were pursuing a 

course which wae hoetile to the higheet interests of man-­

man, who ia superior to the machine; man, whose legitimate 

need ia higher than and priaaey to profit or to production 

or to wealth. I made frien4a and I made enemiea, and I aa 

•• proud of my ene■iee aa I aa of IQ' frien4a. 

A few days ago it waa brought to DfT attention 

that a chauTiniatic organisation mown•• the Bational 

8ociet7 of Soabbar4 an4 Blade, 414 •• the honor of including 

-, name among three Jaerican Jewa in a li■t of fift7-aiz 

public ■en and women in thia countr7, who are charged with 

being tainted with patriotic herea7, un-American, and eome­

how tainted with bolaheTiaa • .bong the fift7- ■ix were 

include4 Senator Borah, Jrofeesor John Dewe7, Jane A44ama, 

Jira. Carrie Chapu.n Catt, Sherwin Bdq of the Y. K. c. A., 

an4 •~ other■,--• Ter7 fine coapa~ to be in. 

I aa afrai4 that I ■hall oontinue to be aia­

underetood •• long a■ Go4 will help me to reaain faithflll to 
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the prophetic mission of a ■iniater. Bera, again, I belieTe 

that the church baa a definite role to pla7 in the worl4. 

I do not believe that the church ought to identif7 itself 

with a propaganda for one economic ayate■ aa againat 

another; I do not belieTe that the church ought to inTolTe 

itself in economic dogaatie■; but I do believe that it 1■ 

not enough for the church to speak of social ~ustice in the 

abstract. ~fter all, the church ia not an acade117 for 

abstract science■; the church ia an agency equippe4 for 

4)'namic work in social recon■truction; it hae a ■lesion, 

a purpoae, an ideal to serTe. But I believe that in thia 

worl4, still ao aa4ly disfigured by want and poverty, in 

this world where ao many million■ of God's children are 

still broken upon the wheel of industry, denied their 

opportunitiea, their God-giTen privilege■ of deTeloping 

themselves into :tall and rich human personalitiea, in thia 

worl4 where the burdena of our indu■t17 ■till lie he&TJ' 

upon the ahouldera of our womanhoo4, in this world where ao 

11&!JT 11Tea are still ■tarved b7 povert7, and spiritually and 

mentall.7 drained b7 exploitation, it 1■ the dut7, the aacrel 

obligation of the church to apeak, to speak fearleael7 for 

the right• of the laboring maaaea of the world, for the 

right• of the denied and the d1apoaaeaae4 of man.tint. 

During the last ten year■, aa a reault of the 

war, a waTe of intolerance ■wept oTer the worl4. The war 

■tirrel all the nationaliatic and the racial paasiona and 

antipathie■ in the worl4, and the peaoe 414 not alla7 th••• 
_,_ 

I 

I 
I! 
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And during the past ten year■ 7ou and I were chagrined and 

rendered •Dhapp7 by the sight of hate and e1nit7 being 

organized and propagated throughout the length and the breadth 

of this land and the world over. Whole groups appearea. 

financiall7 equipped, ph7sicall7 organized, to spread the 

gospel of hate,--hate between Jew and non-Jew, between 

Catholic and Protestant, between the Bordie and the 

Kediterranean,--hate baaed on paeudo-acientific theories of 

race; hate which turned brother against brother, and people 

against people. 

And so during the past ten year■ I deToted 

myself to the cause of tolerance and understanding between 

peoplea and races and religion■. I joined with uq fellow 

cleramen of other denominations in this cit7 and elsewhere-­

and Cleveland ia particularl7 fortunate in having a large 

number of Christian clergymen who are true and who have 

remained true to the spirit of their maater--broadminlel,--

I ~oined with them in an effort to dissipate misunderstanding 

and suspicion, in an effort to eatablish good will, in an 

effort to proTide opportunities for cooperative effort among 

all groups and religions within the community, ao that out 

of a commonalit7 of intereat a better acquaintance would 

enaue and better understanding. Jor that reason, too, I 

devoted myself so atrenuoual7 to our great Communit7 Cheat-­

not merel7 becauae it waa an instrument of beneficence, 

intelligent and rational in its aclmini ■tration, but becau■e 

it waa a mighty instrument for merging the soul■ and the 

-a-



■ind• of our people into common ta■k• whioh made possible 

human beings to get acquainted with one another, to under­

■tand one another, to lose their sense of estrangement which 

make ■ for suspicion, and suspicion ultimatel7 makes for 

hatred. · 

The last ten yeara, friends, were stirring 

yeara and trying years and tragic year■ for our people. In 

•astern Burope millions of them were crushed b7 the war and 

b7 tho■e horrora which followed the war. Killion■ of them 

were left homeleea, unprotected, a pre7 to every disaster 

and misfortune, and they st•etched their hands out in an 

effort to seek help to their brothers across the sea, to 

their more fortunate brothers in America, and vast programs 

of relief were launched by the millions of American Jew■ 

who did not forget their bret aa ... in diatre ■a, whoae loTe 

and affection turned to them and embraced the■. aerioan 

Israel engaged itself in a might7, in a titanic taak to aaTe 

the lives of ailliona across the sea, an4 I waa priTileged 

to lend Ja7 humble serTice ■ in that great effort. 

!he last ten years ■aw an achleTeaent in 

Jewish life which two thousand year■ waited in Taln for,-­

the establishment of the Jewish homelan4 in Palestine. !he 

Balfour Declaration which ushered in a new epoch in Jewiah 

hi■to17 was issuea, and I gave of ayaelf again un■tintingl7 

to make real thia dreaa which baa been the 4reaa of our 

people for untold generationa--the dreaa or the hope of 

reeatabliahing among that ■acred ■oil, ao rich in me■orie■ 
---+---~ 



and in assooiationa, a Jewish civilization which ■a7, in 

the days to come, bless mankind with spiritual gifts, even 

ae it blesee4 mankind in the years long ago. 

In America Jewiah life during the last ten 

year■ enjoye4 a marvelous renaissanoe, also due to the war, 

to the rise of anti-Semitism, perhaps to the number of 

leaders who came to us from across the sea. Jewish life 

became more active, more alert, ■ore eager than at &DJ' time 

in its past hiator7. Bew aynagogaea were built, new achoole, 

new community house■. and in thia work of building American 

Jewish life, I believe that our temple played some signifi-

cant role in leadership. In Jewish work, frienda, I 

endeavol'94 to atr••• two faota, which I hope to continue to 

■treas in the years to come, as long aa a good God will 

grant me atrengtll. l'irst, Jewish uni t7. I endeavored to 

serve Israel, not a fraction of Israel. I endea-vored to 

eerve "the whole ccmmunit7 of Iarael." I did not identif7 

117aelf with a wing or with a sect or with a group. I loTe 

ay people, all of the■, of whatever wing or sect or group 

or persuasion the7 may be. I believe that "the synagogue" 

is not s7Donymoua with "the whole communit7"of Israel. I 

believe that there ia auoh more in Jewish life, and that 

much more I sought to aerve, to strengthen to the liait of 

rq power,. 

I believe that Israel ia and will continue to 

be a variegated, colorful, diverse people, like eve17 living 

group of people, and to that end I aought to bring group, 
~--+---
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cloeer tog~ther in mutual understanding and cooperation, 

and I sought to labor for that which will alone insure the 

immortalit7 of our race--education . Israel cannot surTiTe 

unleaa ita mind is enlightened and ita soul 1nT6gorated. 

Iarael cannot continue unless the roots of its life are 

sent down deep into the rich soil of its past cultural 

creations and achievements. Bo Jew tomorrow will be able 

to face the onalaught of circumstance■, the undermining and 

aseimilatiTe influences all about hia which will tend to 

leatro7 hie indiTidualit7, to wash out hi■ Jewish pereonal­

it7, unless from earliest childhood that personalit7 1■ 

charge4 and auroharge4 with Jewish learning and Jewish 

knowledge and Jewiah enthuaia•. All of our magnificent 

institution■ in this ctt7 and throughout the land have a■ 

their foundation and base Jewish lo7alt7 baaed upon 

Jewish contacts, Jewish aaaociations and Jewiah knowledge. 

Once that baae, once that foundation is deatro7ed, the 

whole of Jewish communit7 life crumble■ to the groun4. 

!heae last ten 7ear■, friend■, have been to 

me rich and satiaf7ing, and I thank God for the great 

priTileg• which waa mine to live and to work and to sene. 

What I would aak for for the necessary 7ear■ which are mine, 

what I would pra7 for at thia hour, friend■, would be, firat, 

that in the 7eara to come I might have a little ■ore ot 

quiet, a little ■ore ot a chance to atuq, to obaerTe, to 

refieot. I am afraid that ray life baa been altogether too 

actiTe. One ■oattel■ hi■ personalit7 in the performance of 
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too ma117 dutie■, which. unfortunatel7, ever7 modern 

I minister ia burdened with. fhis congregation, thanke to 

our kind lather in Heaven, baa grown mightil7 in the laat 

I 
ten year■, nay, doublet in ita membership. It has extended 

almost to the limit of 1 ts· ,poseible ph7sical expansion, and 

:I all that haa meant. aa far ae your rabbi ie concerned, a 

great taak, a great tax upon hie enera, bis enera. hia 

I! 

11 

time and hie spiritual reservoir. 

The rabbi in Iarael, friends, in olden time■ , 

was not an administrator, nor was be necesearil7 a preacher, 

nor was he .the tribune of the Jewish communit7 to the non­

Jewish worl4; he was specificall7 the student, the repoaitor7, 

of Jewish learn11'-I; he had ma~ hours of quiet for research 

and for acholarl7 purnita. I should like. in a wa7. to 

remain true to that noble tradition of 117 profession, but 

:1 to that end our congregation auat increaae the personnel. 

II 
One man cannot do all that the rabbinate of a temple aa 

great aa oura ought to be doing. He cannot be preacher, he 

: cannot be teacher and he cannot be paator, and he cannot 

identif7 himself with the ciYic and with the national 

moYement■ and do each particular task adequatel7 and well. 

It ia a ph7sical impoaaibilit7. Theae ihinga need io be 

done and should be done, but 7ou muat therefore enlarge the 

personnel of the rabbinate of 7our congregation. 

Your officer• have been aware of thia faoi 

for some time. !he7 haYe wrestled with the problem of how 

to bring this about, and the7 realised that there were ~---
•18-
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poasibl7 three wa7■ of doing it. One, increasing the 

membership of our Temple, ao that the increased income 

would aake possible an enlarged personnel. !hia is looked 

upon with diafavor, becau■• it would make our congregation 

Ii altogether too top-heaT7. ~• it is, it is almost unwield7 
:: 
!! now with nigh .nto fifteen hundred familiee. !he other 

11 avenue that waa open waa the prospect of increasing the 
II 
Ii dues of the membership, and that, too, was looked upon with 

disfavor, both b7 your officers and b7 ~self, because that 

would place a heaT7 burden upon tho■e who may not be able to 

pa7 a07 increased due■• It haa al•1• been our ambition--

' 

I 

and I think•• have always succeeded in realizing our 

ambition--of keeping our inatitution a democratic inatitu­

tion. So that there remained ju■t the third avenue open for 
1 

I 

I 
the solution of our proble■--the wiping out of the Temple 

indebted.nee■, which would mean a aavinga of thousand■ of 

dollar■ in intere ■t and in amortis~tion charge ■, which mone7 

would then be applied for an increase of the personnel of 

our institution and for inteneifioation of our entire 

prograa in our city. I understand that a quiet campaign 

ia now being made among the membership of the temple aa aort 

of a tri\ute to ae in IQ' ten year■ work, to liquidate that 

1
' debt, which amount ■, I understand, to about tl80,000.00. 

II 

I truat that our membership, which ha■ at all time■ been 

generoua, which haa made poaaible thia outatanding 

II ■J118gope of 'merioa, will now aake poaaible for ue to 

:: illprove the quality of our work and perhaps to give 7our 

,., 
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rabbi a greater chance to do the thing■ which he would like 

to do, b7 responding to the appeal which will be made to 7ou. 

!en 7eara ago, in my inaugural address, when 

11 I came to 7ou a man ten year■ 70unger, aome were oTerwhelmed 

b7 the magnitude of the congregation and b7 the greatneea 

II 

of the task which were confronting him. I offered thia 

prayer at that time, which I will again wish to offer thia 

morning. 

At this sacred hour I would pra7 to hi■ 

who ia rq strength and rq fortreae and r,q refuge, that I 

11 might prove worthy of the eerTice in which I haTe been 

called, and deeerTing of the faith which men have place4 

i in me; that hie spirit might descend upon me, granting to 

e rq work and s, ainiatr7 an abiding Talue and an enkindlin, 

enthueiaaa and a power which will enable me to touch the 

liTee of some of 7ou, win some soul to higher aapirationa, 

and guide eome hand in its outreaching■ for the higher 

glfta of Goel. I would pray for the men and women of thil 

11 
II 

congregation, and for their earnest effort ■ to rise and to 
11 raiae to eTer higher altitucle1, to widen the circle of their 
11 life's intereat■ eo ae to include a segment of the infinite. 
11 

I I would pra7 that their lo7altiea and einoeritiea aa7 reveal 

unto thea the purpoaefulnea■ of life and the glo17 of 

■erTioe, that they may drink deep of the watere of content­

ment at the fountains of apirihal aalTation; and I would 

pray that American Iarael, redeclioatel and reconaecrated, 

■a7 in a ■till larger aeanre ■erve the oauee of Iarael 

l 
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and of Iarael'a faith, that it ma7 continue to be a 

blessing unto men, reaching out into their 11Te■, mellowing 1

' 

their higher aabitiona and inspiring their finer ■otive■; 

that the 7oung ■en and 7011ng women who shall be reared 

under ite influence aa7 grow into eplendid manhood ana 

womanhood, and into a ■upreme and transcendent deTotion to 

their people and to ite great. imperiahable miaaiona. 

!hie, frienda, ia still 117 prayer at the 

tenth mileetone of IQ' life'a pilgri■age. 

--o--

L---­
~ 

--~-------




