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Hon Wm. R. Hopkins. 

DR. SILVER: His Contribution to American Jewry -
Dr. Jul.1an Korgenstern. 

Response - Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver. 
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RABBI GOLDMAN: Kr. Chairman and friends, I 

deem it a great privilege to be here this evening and to pay 

tribute to a most devoted friend and a distinguished colleague . 

In the work of a rabbi we are frequently called upon to pay 

tributes and to pay tributes is perhaps the most embarassing 

work that a rabbi has to do. But what a Joy it is to be here 

thia evening and to pay tribute to one who so richly desenea 

it. In the eight years that I have been in the city of 

Cleveland I have often thought there ia no more stimulating, 

ao more inspiring source than the personality of Abba Hillel 

Silver,--to you, rabbi; to me a colleague and friend, Juat 

Abba. And how tempted I am thia evening to indulge in pereoual 

renliniacences (laughter) . Rabbi aaya •110, Krs. Sil Yer 1 a to 

my right.• I will pass over a l ot of things. Perhaps I Oll8ht 

to mention one thing, though. 

~here was a· time whea we tried to convince 

the Jewish community of Johnatown)Pa. that we were rabbis. 

(Laughter) !hey re~aed to believe it, but the members of the 

Elle• Club did. We once broke down on the way driving to •e• 

York--we were driving all ai~ht--and we realized at the end 

of a long da~ Journey throll8h the ill•iHY )[ountain.a and the 

mining district of PelDlaylYan.ia that we had between the two 

of WI two dollars in oaah.(laUBhter) We oame to JohJlatown,Pa. 

about ten at night and tried to get a check cashed. I re■e■-

ber that Rabbi Silver was a little bit heaitaat about going 

1n. ao he stayed outside. I did go in. and I found a newa-

paper on the table• and I ■aw the headline report of tbe----+-----
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Pittaburgh conventioa was the org8Jlizat1on of the Brandeis­

Kaok group* * *, and Rabbi SilTer's speech waa reported. 

I said, "1fow, we are going to get a check cashed Tery easily," 

and I said to the grooer--it was a grocery atore--I said to 

him. •Are you aoquainte4 with the leading Je•• of this 

country?" He aai4 heimew some of them. and he mentionecl two 

or three. and I got 1n vonTeraation with him, and the• I 

said• •could I ask you to cash a check for me?" He at once 

toll me that the hour was late. ~ left the store immediate­

ly and we went up to the Elk■ club and there succeeded 1• 

convincing a number of the members that we were really fro■ 

Cleveland and th :t we were rabbis. I will a&J' that since 

that time Rabbi S11Ter has re:ruaed to goo• long trips with 

me. !here ma7 be another reason. He ha■ since beea married. 

But we will not indulge in these reminia­

eence. I think this ia a ■eriou.s occasion; celebrating a 

deoade'a service of a diatinguished leader is fruit for 

thought. not only to those who are engaged. as he ia, 1• the 

work, but the coD11Dunit7 at large, the Zewiah as well as the 

non-lewiah. For. after all. in the hands of th• spiritual 

leader we are toclay, eTen as of old, entrusted with a great 

deal. The rabbi is the heir to a great tradition. He i■ 

todq not only the •auocessor• to the lewish scholar■ of old; 

~• ia also thenpreaoher an4 propaet" of old. !he rabbi ia 

called upo• to ooabine these two traditional personalitie■ 

1a lewi■h life--prophet and aage. And there waa a time when 

the rabbi■ 1D Iarael declared that •the aa.ge 1 a ■ore laportant 



than the prophet." !he prophet ia the one who kindle■ the 

light; the scholar and ■age is one who proTidea the ~•l to 

keep the light bu.ming. It at the beginning o'f J'ewish. 

oivilization there were a group of men like Iaaiah, Jeremiah 

&114 Ezekiel to kindle the lighta ot Iarael. the fire of 

Iarael continued to burn only ,eoauae there were keeperslike 

• who interpreted and who made true 

to life the teachings ot those early prophets. And ill 

Rabbi SilTer we find, harmollioualy blended, theae two 

tu.notions,--the preacher. the one who kindles the light; the 

scholar who spends long lt.oura in the atud7 seeking illapir­

at ioa an4 guidance fro■ the great personalitie■ of yore. 

·There 1■ a third function, I un4erttan4;­

whioh a rabbi ia oalled upon to patorm, in that ot being a 

pastor. I belieTe that it 1a & worthy 1natitut1o•, but not 

quite the thing for a rabbi today. ~he rabbi who 1 ■ reading 

the new■paper colWlll■ every week to diaooTer who was engaged 

and who was to be marrie4 and whoa he ia te visit in the 

course oftheweek for a birthday or to extend other greeting■ 

la aot the rabbi that will auooe d as a teacher in aay 

coDDUDit7. A keeper in Israel is remembered for their scholar-

ship, for the 1 telleetual leadership that they gaTe to 

I■rael. They are not remembered tor the pastoral work. 

fiere n•Ter was au.oh an institution among the l•••• !he 

:rabbi was not called upo:a. to do the work. And do you know 

whJT It was underatoo4 among the lews fro■ time . imme■orial 

that th••• fine thing■, the thiag■ of the apirit,--•the g~oo~d=-+-----• -------;.---------
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deeds which man is to show to man• is aot the businesa a.Jld 

the duty of the rabbi a1one. It is the work and the duty, 

the Jlizvah of eyery ~ew. If there are me• and wom in 

sorrow in a coDmnlllity, it is the members ot the congregation 

who ought to make the effort to share their sorrow with 

the•• to be a source ot comfort and solace; if there are 

men and women in the cOJIUIIUllity reJoicing in their happiness. 

surely there will be found among the member■ tboae who w ow.d 

share their happiness. If the rabbi of a large COD8regat1on 

will be called upon to share all these things with the 

members of his congregation, he will degenerate, his preach­

ing will become meaningless, and his scholarship will be nil. 

And with taoae who want to aspire to leadership in colDIIIUJlit;ies 

today, when the world is confronted with so many problema, 

so many puzzling and vexing questions, when the keenest 

mind ia doubtful. and skeptic aud at a loss. whe• ■aay pains­

taking hours must be given to underatand the problem■ of 

lite and to seek to find a solution for those problems, 

there ia no time for the other du~which congregations are 

seeking to illll)ose upon their rabbia. 

I therefore personall7. in behalf ot the 

rabbinate, congratulate Rabbi Silver that he rose aboTe it, 

that he did not fal.1 as preacher and aa teacher; that he 

oheriahe4 tho■e two functions, the function of" 

and the" • u the holiest ana the dearest to 

hill. !b.1llk of the ten years ot aotive ■inistry, and to4ay 

" 

to be reading proof, even as he read toda7, the proof o~ his_._ __ _ 
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forthcoming work on "llessiaaic Calculations." Kessianic 

Calculations? How far away from anything in which most of 

us are interested todayl How many obscure book■ the man had 

to rea4; how m&Jly time ■ he ha4 to write aot ou7 to Kew 

York and to Cilloinnati but to Caabridge, to Paris, to get 

photo~aphs of maauseripta which the libraries refused to 

let go, and then to spend day■ and nights with a magnifying 

glaaa over the photographs, the reproduotiona ot those 

ilooka. 

hd member■ some times are disappointed 

because the rabwl did not call upon them five time■ a year 

instead of tour. I congratulate 7011 that he was able to riae 

&hove it, and that he set the standard tor this co111111Qit7; 

and because of his geat leaders ip it ia becoming laaown 

throughout America. Young rabbis are beginning to emulate 

the work of Rabbi Silver. And so one personallt7 will, 

sooner or later, efteot a change, a most neoesaar7 cha.nt;e iD 

the coaplexion, in the tone of the American rabbinate. 

I am saying a thing or two about hia aenice 

to ou~ coDUllUllity, to the city ot CleTeland. I don't know 

that it ia really neoesaary tor me to dwell on it. !hoN who 

have bee• in the city of Cleveland for the put tea 7eara 

mow that there was not a cauae, a lewiah oauae--ud I limit 

myaelt to thi~• ~••i■h--which did not b•••fit fro■ the rio 

gift■ of the ■ind and heart of your rabbi. I believe out­

standing amon& hia aohieTementa in the paat year was the 

o•ganizatlon ot ttie lewiah Bureau ot Bduoatloa. Surely that is 
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outstanding; surely it is Rabbi Abba Hillel S11Ter, who 

organized a Bureau of Jew1ah Eduoation, a mu who le a 

student and scholar, who want■ to be a teacher, who want■ to 

accord that unto other■• He knows without learning there la 

•o ~udaism; without aoholarshlp Israel could not haTe 

■UrTive4. You may go to other countries and find traoes ot 

the life of a people, 1• a real obJective life, but whell 7ou 

are seeking the traoea of Israel you 08.Jlllot fln4 it 1• any 

partioular country. !he traces ot the rewieh people 7ou will 

find in a literature. It is the Bible and the Tallm.d; it is 

even the literature of our aodern works. Bot in gigantic 

buildlJiB•; •• have not created that way. We created a great 

literature. an inspiration to the wor~i aa4 UL inspiration 

to ourselves, and the future of ¥ewish life depends on how 

JIUOa our boys and girls will drink on that soreeA of 1ewish 

learning and culture. Rabbi SilTer, therefore, la the 

organizer of the Jew1ah Bureau of Bduoat1o•• 

Beed I say- what his sermons me&ll in the 

city of Cleveland to the hundred.a and the thousands that 

come week17 to be inspired? I know a few me in the country 

wko have kept their pulpits on the level on which Rabbi Silver 

ha■ kept hie. What a teaptation it muat be to a m&ll wit~ 

his powers, to a man with his aagn6tiS11,--what a temptat1o• 

it mu.st be to atoop to meet the deaud of the populaoe. 

Keoently I received a oircular and I find that on• ot our 

rabbl1 )l.aa alread7 degeaerated to the extent ot a4vertiaia,; 

v' 

a ••rmo• on a Sun4a7 aorni~--it hapP.e11ed te be Mother'• Da7-~---• 
------;+-----
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in this wiae: wAll OUlloe ot •otherhoo4 is Worth a Pound of 

Clergy.• ~hat is what rabbis are begilllling to do,--■enaatio•­

alize the pulpit• sensationalize the holie■t and ■oat aaore 

inatitutio• in Zewish lite. 

Rabbi SilTer has given to this CODUIIUllit7 

year in and year out a series of subJects. You will tinl. 

him diseussing one year comparative religion. going into &Jl 

anal7111s and interpretation of the great living religions; 

you will find Rabbi Silver 8.Jlother year turn to the great 

aoral and spiritual forces in life; 70u will find another 

year Rabbi Silver calling upon the great persona11ti•• of 

the ¥ewish people,--Ibn Gabirol and Jralmo 11ea,--and I under­

atan4l that the !eaple is not e.-pty on Sunaa7 morni~ Be 

has maintained the dignity of the pulpit. ~at is uother 

great contribution. Bis work for Palestine has bee• referred 

to ill a good maayot the telegr&1111 and lettera. And Just 

another word.--Rabbi S11Ter'a optiaiu aa a rewiah teacher 

and leader. If you don't lmow what an opti■i■t this maa is 

1• his outlook upOll J'ewiah and general life, 70u don't know 

the man. •o matter what obstacles 8.Jld no matter what iapedi­

aenta. no matter what a dark picture you may point to hill, 

he alway■ aeea beyond it. and oall.Sto ■ind that it 1■ out ot 

hi■ religioll an4 conviotlon and taita that in th• end eyery­

thing would be bu•an ideals. You will pout out to hi.a the 

huntre4a and thousand■ ot Jew■ who are deaertin& lu4a1■■, 

wllo are not attendiBS the synagogue and who are little 

l•t•reatel. ill our culture an4 ia our hiator7-, u4 at o•o• the 
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Toioe of the prophet will ring out, wcoafort ye, comfort 7e 

my people! The moment will come whe• all these me• and 

wo•enw--and I aa quoting hia; he has said it to me•time and 

a.gain--"whea all theae me• and wo•n who ·· aee■ to haTe turnecl 

their baeka on Judaism, who seem to haTe become indifferent 

to it,--be patient, the ■oment will come when they will 

retuna to the house of God.• It is the O,t1a1sa and the 

fait~ that hu carried the Jew to the present day. It 1a 

his faith 1• human nature, his· faith in the Jew, and he ia 

de&icated, willingly or mawillingly, to an ideal, and that 

ideal will stimulate him to life. There may be a backsliding 

11 aow and then, there may be a tur•ing away, but when the lew 

✓ will realize, when the Jew will reoog•ize that in hia Torah 

e and his late literature and culture he fin4s Tialon, truth, 

Justice, he will retur•, and when this aew ProTidence will 
ii 

come, when the world will become soeialized, when the greater 

ideaa in the minds of aoderD thinkers will take hold, the• 

our men and our women will recognize that moat of thoae 

:1 ideals haTe been uttered in little Ju4ea three thousand anl 

I 

thirty-five yeara ago; and th•• the7 will•••• b_.k, eTea 

aa the great poet •f Germany eame baok in hia old age. Whea 

the great Heillriea Heiae waa a 7oung ma.a of twenty and twe•t7-

one, he viaitecl the Orient. and there 1• eTery country he••• 

the tra••• of great peoples that 11Te4 ana worked there onoe 

upon a time. Ill BQPt he saw the mighty pyramids rising 

I toward the heaYena; in Rome he••• traeea ot the great 

II military power of Rome; 1• Greeoe there were traees of 1t1 ·-------11------- '---+----·-

-a-
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poete; ill Babyloaia one still felt that a giant people had 

liTed there. A.Ad the• he oaae to Palestine, viaite4 his own 

lanf. 8ll4 searched for a trace of his people, 8.ll4 all he could 

fin4 wae a brokeJa,shattered wa11 with a few old me• and women 

worshipping at that wall. And Heiae aa14, "Jewish history 

ia a lie; the Jew waw neTer a great people. r c&nllot thiak 

that a mighty raee wou.14 haYe lett but a broke• wall to 

commeaorate its exiatenoe; I cannot belie..-e that the wisdom 

of Solomon, the eloquence of lid.ah and the ~•roaia of Judas 

Jlacoablls •rwak into a broke• wall." Disappointed, he turaed 

nay from Jewish life and cast his ~aith with others. But 

years of experience matured the IB&ll• ripened his outlook 

upon life, and 1• his later years the aame Beine said• 

"lloses, Jlosea, I apologize to you. I dil not un.4eratan4 

7ou 1• sr 7oung daye. You were a greater builder thu your 

law giTera and OOQ&iriota of the put. You were a greater 

builder eTen th&Jl those men. !he pyraa148 of Bgnt are 

already crumbling to the duet. Centmt7 atter oentur7 watches 

the■ d1m1a1sh ia size. but 7ou haYe created a work of art, 

a people, and into that people you haTe blown a soul, a code 

·of la, a Bible. You haTe seat taat »eople out 1ato the 

worl4 to teach an4 to preaoh, an.4 there i■ ao 41a1nish1ug 1D 

spiritll&l values aa _the centuries anl aillenla r1A• ••• 

~here is an inoreaae in the spirit an4 1n the spiritual 
-oontr1but1oa of the Jewish people.• 

!his He1Jle ••• 1a hi• oll dqa. 

that J.'bba 11111•1 S11Ter an that bl his 7outll and 1a brbg-
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lllg his great powers of elequenoe, of intellect, hia gif'ta ot 

II power and placing thea upon the altar 1Jl lewiah and hwaan 

serYiee. God graat hill aa unf.•terrup t,ed pod aervi•• t 

-
I 

many year■ which will proTe a blessing to our o cwu.ni t7 • to 

Israel and to Ameriea. (J.pplauae) 

--o--

-

I 

: 
I 

i -
11 . ,_ 
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REV. LOUIS C. WRIGHT: ll'r. Chairman, Rabbi 

Silver and wife and guests, I was watching the time up there 

to see how long Rabbi Goldllaa could keep up that paee, and 

I was wondering if I would be able to carry on that wa7, 

ud I :tn~ I am not going to be able to do it. But I enJoyecl 

the anniversary- banquet and the fellowship, and I hope that 

you will surv1Te. llh .. Jlr. Lowenstei. olaimed that he wrote 

that speeoh of Goldll&Jl'a, I was wishing that somebody wrote 

thia. (Laughter} I see I will have to do it ayself. It is 

a ver-r pleasant thing for Mrs. Wright and ■yself--a a way 

representing the Ge•tile religious foroea--to share wita 

you this Ter7 happ7 oooasio•, on this ocoasion whea all of 

CleTelaad is intereate4 1n the work tha~ you are doing and 

u the leadership that 7ou posaeaa. AmoJ18 those who■ I 

e•J•T feeling that I have a real friendship for, there are 

a't leut four .Tewa. O.e of them is Abrabaa. the father of 

Israel, one of them i a that old fellow n1Jah that had suoh 

a time with the Baal prophe°' and the other is Moses, and the 

fourth ia Rabbi Silver. (LaUBhter and applause} Of course 

there ia a little ditterenoe 1• their agea, but I aa bound 

~• belieTe it he keep■ on u4 ia a good maa Sa the years to 

come that he will be aa gool a patrimil.aa uy of the■ 1• the 

time to come. I aa Dot sure but that it 1■ easier to be u 

.lb,-ahe■ u.4 a )(oaea an4 111 nJ.Jah back there aurroun4e4 and 

el.othel la traditions Ulat are so beautiful., aa w-1.ook 

baok upon th••• the.a it 1■ te b la the rough an4 tuable of 

a great ueriean c1T111zatloa with all it■ o~l•x1t1e■ •t~+--~-
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the present hour. Kaybe it ia easier to be the father ot a 

natio• thu it la to keep that nation brotherl7 in La7s like 

these. Kaybe it la easier for EliJah to smash the prophets 

bf Baal thaa it is to 1111&sh some of the pagan prophets ot 

the present hour. k7~• it is easier to write the law at 

Kount Sinai thall it is to keep that law in CleTelan4. 

(laU8hter) 

!he work ot one wko is a propket of 

right.,...••• and ot God at the present hour is ■ore or lesa 

a work not onl7 of clear headed th1nkiJ28 but a work ot 

heart-break for his telloWli&A. and there caa be ao great con­

strlrthe work 1A leading ■en and wo■e• toward those goals of 

oiTilization. towar4 that indirtdual light that is noble and 

tin•• without putting into it a aaorifioe of the greatest 

oharaeter; and I suppose it 1a be auae o~ that Ter7 thing 

that we are met here tonight to do hoaor to one who hu 

shoul4ered the burden of hie fellowmen an.4 ia carryin& on 1a 

the spirit of the prophet anl the priest ot the day■ long 

ago. 

I thin as between these four Jews that I 

like to think ot ill a very friendly wa7, I would prefer the 

maa with flesh and blood, with the spirit of demoorac7 1n 

the rough and tumble of thill8■, who has ■at here tonight with 

lees thrill than I should thillk he would have as it thi■ were 

Juat a.a ordinary occasion taking place. I couldn't help but 

sit oTer there and wonder if he shook inside ot hi■ puta­

loona tonight. (Laughter) 

-12-



In a way I rather envy Rabbi Silnr. I was 

thinking that more than ninet7 generations of religious 

thinkers and religious leaders aaYe entered into what you are 

and what he is. I attended oTer at Silver Lake 1• Iew York 

a while ago a body of some thousand young people during a 

summer oonyentio•. As I sat on the platfor■ &J'ld heard them 

sing a 80118 that runs something like thia: •For the end of 

all the ages ia upon us today," I thought what a song for a 

orowd of young Amer! cane to be singing, after the World War , 

crushed down upon the shoulder■ of our youta the heaTieat 

burd•• that was ever. oru.she4 doWJl upoa the shoul4ers ot 

young life,--to be singing •the end of all the ages is upo• 

us today.• It seems as thol18h Rabbi 111Ter 111Ust haTe felt 

that and accepted the challenge fit she entered into the 

ministry which he is executing in these days. Aa a matter 

of fact. when you consider those ninety generation of 

prophets and priests and psa1■1ata and myatios and martyr■ 

down. thrOU8h the ages, ant.. whe• you think of the t ediate 

generatio:as in the paat that bore their scholarship, we 

would be almost ashamed of hill it he wasn't what he 1■• 

Wouldn't we? We want hi■ to keep on in Just that tine wa7, 

•ot aoceptiDB the herit&6e ot the pa■t an4 aqueez1118 it 

tight in selfishness, but acoepting the heritage ot the put 

ud carrying it aa a blazing torch onward into the tuture, 

and it la that kind ot work that he la doing in our m14■t, 

oTer which we are glorying with 1.1a toaight. With auok a 

heritage, where the toreea ot religion are alwa~• bearing th•--~= 

-13-
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fruit of culture, always bearing the fruit ot a higher 

democracy, always bearing the fruit of a moral civilizatioa, 

with those foroea walking through prophet and priest &Jld 

oarryi~ o• into the future, there is work for those who are 

in the pulpits of the present hour to carry forwarl. that 

moral order. 

And when I think of our neighborliness, or 

the neighborliness ot these two congregations 1n the past 

thirty or thirty-five years, I cannot but wont.er what the 

I 

I 

next thirty or thirtnfive yeara of our Deighborlineaa will 

produce. For surely there was smne advance made during these 

thirty- or thirty-five yeara in the UJUty and fellowship that 

we have as men and wo■en. I tllink that it was at the !eaple 

I ifen'a Club aome tiae ago that I was saying It aeeaea a 

strange thing to me in this city that we older people should 
II 
,1 

!I 
I 

I' 
II 

i 

I 

impose upon boys and girls who breatlle the same air and 11 v• 

under the same fia« and eat the same kind of food, who go 

to the same kind of schools, live iD the saae kind ot homes, 

c,arey on in the same fora of politiea.1 government,--that we 

should impose upoll them several kinda of a God and aot be 

able to see enough 1n God .to take ws all up into one great 

worship in the UJtity of social aerv-iee. (Applauae) And I 

cannot help but wonder what the next thirty or thirty-five 

years ot our neighborlineaa will produce betweea these two 

congregation■ as•• go forward 1• this great co11111mit7 to 

play that spiritual part, that aoral part which it is our• 

to play•• congregatlo:aa ant leaden. 

-14-
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It must certainly meu that we shall be 

really united as we bow before the 00111Don God we worship. 

!'or I clai■ 70ur God as ay God. ~h• God ot the old law aad 

the coJlllandments is ay God, and it was my Lord who was saying 

to the young men who came to hill and asking him the way of 

lite, •rt thou wouldst enter into lite keep the coJDlllandments." 

,, '!here is no undisciplined life that really liTes. I claim 

! the God of the prophet as ■y God, and when I hear them utter..J 

ing the great sta~ementa: -Purge me with hyssop and I shall 

be cleaned. Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow,• or 

when I hear them oalling out, "What doth God require of thee 

but to live Justly and to love kindness and ■ercy ant walk 
. 

humbly with thy God, •--that is rq. God and yours. lfy' God is 

your God. You oall him :rather. You :reel the thrill ot 

Brotherhood; 7oll enter into that •ful love of awful law 

that emanates troa the living God for eTery child of hia • 

I 

.lnd when we bow 1• human. •••d before the God that we oan best 
I thill, we are very much alike, and we feel very muoh the 

saae, and 7ou will bow before that God with any reTerent 

soul. 

I think it was in 1910 that I wu going into 

the different religiou.a buildings and aervioea 1• Burope, 1• 

:t Germ&117, in Rolland partioularl7, and then down 1• France, 

and I felt some way there was a difference. !her• were 

people who went throU8h religious motions. and I didn't oare 

for their religious motions, but there would come into some 

of those oatheclral■, or there would come into some other 

-15-
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organized religious body, people who sensed God. and I forgot 

their peculiar forms of worship, their traditions that were 

behind it all, their particular ceremonies, and I felt my­

self alongside a soul that reTerentl7 appraached God. Io, 

the beat in my religion will not offend you, and the best in 

your religion wil.1 not offend me, &J1d when we get closer 

together out of our hlllllan needs we all need more ot God than 

we possess at the present time, and that whe• 8.Jl7 one of 

us asswnes that we know all of the great God, that •• hue 

surrounded His great Jllind with our little minds, that we haTe 

entered into all Hie great purposes and fathomed them, whe• 

we think we haTe known e.11 of God until we sort of haTe a 

mon oly on God an.d leave the otheran no room, then we will 

be bigots and fanatics, but we will not be the most deeply 

reTerent arid religious {Applause). 

~here certainly is a growing unity of that 

1 deeper meaaing of womh!p. Som• times I think 1 t is food 

quite outside of our religious bodies, and I find, as you I 

find very often, men and women in the ordinary walks of 

life who are thiDlcing · quite as clearly and trying to obey 

quite as sinoereJ.T the God in whom they belieTe as some of 

us who regar4 ourselTea on the inside of the religious 

1 bodiea. In faot, one of the moat hopeful thi!lB• tor•• at 

;i the present time 1a the demb4 for a vital religloa, ud 

ii ualesa we shall vitalize the religioa, our boys and girls ot 

the moaing generatioa know not what we are to do. It is 
11 

11 that work that meana so much in the leadership or your rabbi 
-1~ -~·~-

11 
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and means so muoh in the carrying on of your work. the 

buildl~ of the highest and best oharaoter. 

One of the things that impressed me Tery 

mich in ay relationship 1a the serviee that r was trying to 

render in connection with the war, in relation to the boys 

in the camps, whether the7 were~••• or whether they were 

Cathoiioa or whether they were members of the ~•test&J1t 

faith. was that so lll&llY of them oJlly had a religion of a 

ohuroh or a book or a.a or«an.izatioa or a parent back ho■e 

and did not h&Te an adequate religion of their own; and 

pereenally, I do not see how we are carrying OJl ill a.y form 

of our civilization unless we are able to bu114 a religioa 

that will meet the needs of life itself and not simply of 

institutions or tradition~ 

We worship Ter7 ch the same God. I haTt 

heea thinking lately what a wonderful. thing it is to st&ll 

for sc:mething religiously. to stand for somethins in the 

state, in the community, to really atand for something, so 

that people no• where to depend upon you. It ia so popular 

at the present time to be so absolutely tolerant that there 

is a kind of aushineaa to character. In some way I aa 

growing rather weary ot that idea ot tolerance. I do ot 

want a mu simply to tolerate••• it he oan•t appreciate••• 

it he can't enter into the things that I belieTe in, it he 

caa•t do more tbaJl simply tolerate--I could tolerate a dog 

aroun.d--I cu. tolerate almost anything, b~ to enter into 

brotherly apJreoiation of auother maa'a Tlewpoint, per~P•, 
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is the th1?18 that we are needing in th.lee tillea of racial 

clash and national hatreds and the grouping of people into 

difterent grades,--aa appreciation of the other man's view­

point and •ot sillply a tolerance of that vie"901Dt. And I 

haTe been thinking it is great to stand for something eno~ 

so that it bends to our like. Instead o~ bending religion 

to suit us, that religion shall bend us to suit it. It 

some times seems to me these days o~ pagan.is■ is Just bend­

~ the religioR to your own wishes. '!'he great Godly 

religion bends 7ou te itself. Are we not needing, is not 

Rabbi SilTer leadill8 you. and 1n a wa7 pointing the way to 

many others who are to come atter him, to that religion 

which bena& life and bends civilization toward that kingdo■ 

of righteousness and kingdom of brotlierhood? Do you not 

know where he stands on some o~ the great issuas,--peaee and 

war. industrial questions, matters that hue to do with 

race aad creed a.ad clan? Do you aot now where he atanta on 

aa.tters that enter into the very heart of oivilizatio•? You 

■ay differ 1Vith him, but you ho1.1.or hia and you bow that he 

pla7s a part 1• the building of that future civilization. 

I hue some times felt that whea you kllow 

what a man's God ia and what his attitude toward God is, 

I 

that you have b key to his whole life of deep religio•, be­

oauae with that ke7 you lalow where the maa stanta on ■oral 

questioDJ 7ou know where he stands in relation to his fellow-

men, you know what he 1s going to do in a or!■ta. 

1caow your man. 

You 



rt is a privilege, then, to haye as a fellow 

religious worker 1n the great spiritual field of lite, 1• 

the effort to lift ■en to their better selTe■ and lift 

c1T111zat1oa toward that kingdoa for which some of us are 

eTer pray1Dg, to baTe as a comerade in that work your leader 

and ay brother. I hope that we shall be able to ie here at 

the silTer &DlliTersary {Applause). 

- -



HOI. WILLLU( R •. HOPKIIS: Rabbi Silver, guests . 
and f'rienda, I aa glad that your president indicated the 

positioa in which he tho1J8ht I f'oWld myself. ~ust before he 

begaa to talk I was keelll.7 conscious of haTing to follow a 

m who for twelTe years was president at a great congreg­

ation, two ~rilliant rabbis. a brllllut preacher, and to be 

f'ollowe4 b7 some ■ore brllliut •••• and whe• I remembered, 

too, that the one story Rabbi Goldman saw fit to tell he 

plaee4 in the town wure I waa bor• ( l&U8hter), an.d to thillk 

that the rabbi shouldpl.tk that toWD of all places--I don•t 

know how two men 08.ll haTe two lellara betw•e• the■; that 

sounds to me like having nothing at all; but how he should 

pick a tOWJl which had not so long before been destroyed, r 

almost destroyed by fiood ,--without drawing the natural 

aoriplaral interenee as to the charaoter ot the itac•• --I 

eoulda 't underatancl, &11.d I think 1 t ·. is oJlly Just to ay taJlil~ 

to aa7 that they moTe4 out of there acme time before. 

(LalJ8hter) If they haA )eea there, there aight h&Ye been the 

require4 aumber ot righteous folk in that to••• 

I doa•t bow, frieada, really, I have quite 

some feeling aa I ■tan.d here to-night. I come from a taaily 

that habituall.7 npplied preachers to Tarioua 4eao■1natio••• 

aud I know enough about that calling, its dif'fioul ti•• ud 

trial■, to hue a treaendoua reapeot for it. !o haTe ••• 

who ou be the head et 8J17 congregation for tea years, aal 

show a o m&Jl1' aa4 striking slgaa of being perfectly delightea. 
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at the end of ten years, rea1l7, it is wonderful. and it i a 

a beauti~ thing to thillk that any congregation coul4 take 

the risk invo1Te4 always in sleeting a leader for 8.J!7 

congregation. seleot one so 7oun.g to fill a place so large­

for 1 t was a large place t • which y-ou oame--to meet expeet­

at lons .. turaU.7. illevitably so great. and. at the end of ten 

79ara to have suoh splendil groUJL4• not merely for ■atiafao­

tion but for oongratulation of the Ter7 highest order. It 

seems to me that you are to be congratulated not only upo11 

the great wisdoa that you may have had• but upo• the great 

good fortun.e--perlllps it was more than that, perh~p• it waa 

rroTidenoe, a:tter all,--that led. this congregation to take 

what D11St have seemed suoh great risk fa cal.1ing to so great 

a place . so 7o'QDg m&ll &11d iaposing so treaendous a 

bur4en. upo• shoulders as yet so comparatively untried; an.4 

yet the resu1t of this ten years. as far as you a.re co•oera­

ed, giyes the supreme proof that you did well. 

But you di4 more than a good thing for 7our­

selTea; you did a great thing for the oity o~ CleTelu4. I 

haTe bee• asked to talk about Rabbi SilTer'a contributlo• 

to the ciTio life of the city. I W&11.t firat to expreaa to 

thi ■ con.gregat10ll m'T appreoiatioa of i ta great oontributioa 

to the civic life of this oi't7 whea it aot olll.y call.el thla 

young mu to this great plaoe. but gaY• h.1a the superb suppor:t 

which evidenced to ·the whole co11111Qait7 that his appareat 

merit, hie apparent ability waa real u.4 waa subataatiall7 

founded; that a ~••t bo~ of peo:,le lla 
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hia even into a great enterprise like the building of that 

great structure which is not olll.7 a eredit to 7ou but is oae 

of the great assets of the city of Clnel.allt.. We are 

indebted to ;you for those contributions. for without that 

superb support :followi:a.g your choioe. what he has done anl 

what you have done would have bee• iDlpossible. I think it 

would be a very great presumptio• on my part to UJtdertake to 

tel.l you what the contribution of Rabbi Si1Ter has bee• to 

the civio life of this cit7. You know it better thaa I do. 

But 1>erhapa I may tell you some of the tbtngs which I thi•k 

he has contributed to the oivio life of Clnelan.4. Pirst o'f 

all he has contributed to it one thing without which say 

• ity- oannot be great. Ke has contributecl to it a 

1>ers ariali ty such that eveey mem'ber o-t the coDIIIUJU ty eaa look 

up to that man a.n.d be proud o'f h1a as a representative o'f th• 

finest ideals an4 aspirations of the clllllllUJlit7. {Applause) 

After all, all these other material things 

are esseatial, but, ay friends, the first easenttil of &117 

great ooanul1ty- is great m••• and I tell you ao thing that is 

aot now». of all me• a Clevelan.cl, whe». I say to 7ou that i'f 

any intelligent citizen of Clnelant. were oalle4 upoa to 

writ• dowa a list of a dozea names that atana the highest la 

the life of this oit7, that aeaa the ■oat b7 way of 1-spir­

atloa to eyerything that ia worth while, his D.&11e woul.4 be 

1n that list without exeeptlon. (Applause) Ke brought here 

aa ••zing combination of taleata alons with all the 

attraotlo•• of attraetin youth--an.4 what 1 ■ so attraotive ----
-22-



as attractive youth? When Doctor Wright mentioned his 

llebrew :trientlJ that he admired, I caa•t understancl why he 

left David out. !o my mind if you could pick one human 

being 1 the whole worl4 to satlat7 the greatest number ot 

things that 7ou adnt1re, I don*t know where you could better 

that; an.4 I always understood from my reading of the 

soriptu.re that DaTid was a aa• after God's owa heart. And 

while•• are adairillg this young Li•dbergh, that bo7 with 

the sling wasn't so slow, either. (I.aughter) 
the 

•• oam.e with"al1 attraction ot daring ad 

courageous 7outh, with the eathuaiaaa of 7outh, but llind you_ 

&ll enthuaiaaa already an.cl intell1geatly an 1nte•s1vely 

devoted to the maill1'mlm••, to the eatablishmeat, to the 

better underatandi~ of anoie•t id ala and truth. Where cu 

there be a~hing finer 111. the world that ~h!lJl. eRthuaiaam 

and energy deToted to the noblest produot of th agesT Ke 

came here with marTelous gifta,--the gift of the maste~ ot 

words, the mastery- ot words that enabl• a aaa byasingle word, 

b7 a single sollll.l to open great qualities to the paat or to 
. 

the future, to touch experience of eTery kind, to bring to 

the hi1■&11 aind or ataap upon the lm■u heart illlpresalo•• 

ill4el1ble; a aaater of wor4a f every kll14,--wor4a ef 

oonaolatioa, worts of admoa1t1oa, wor4a of encouragemeat, 

woru ot hope,--a aaater of worts. surely that he wa11,gtt11el. 

with elequenoe,--the thing that willga worb, the thing that 

•gnetitaa them, the thing that 4r1Te■ the■ home, the thiag 
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that makes people rua taster, the thing that ties people to 

the man who delivers the message. IJ:a. addition to that. the 

dramatio art. the Dl&ll who b7 gesture an4 attitude could giTe 

to a word. a.a idea, a force and a power that made the■ 

ineTitable an4 in.esoapable 8.Jld ~orgettable. With all these 

gitta deTote4 to great ideaa aa4 to great purposes, it was 

inev:llable that this aaa shoul4 be distinguished in the 

clHIIWUt7, 8.lld that he should bring distinotioa to anything 

and everything that he touches. 

Ke has contributed to Cleveland all that 

goea with distinctioa, ab111t7 an4 character. But more thall 

that. A JDaJl so gifted, so intellige t. has bro'Q8ht to the 

llinist17, not o.:l.7 of his 011J1 church but every other church, 

as Rabbi Gold.Ila• has so beautifully: and brilliantly ·expreaaed 

it, a pieture ot what the teacher should be, a picture of 

them devote4 to great ideas, aa4 to real bowle4ge 

and to real understandi~,--the worl4 anl the aor-eme•t ot 

things ill the worl4. 1t1 brought us suoh u illustraticm of 

devotion to a great i4eal, of great religious lea4erahip, 

as mud. affect eTer7bod7, •o matter what his religioll or 

whether he has ao rel1g1o•. Ke gaTe to nery youag 11&11 1• 

tcnna the picture ot a man with these superb abilities, th••• 

Bllperlt oapaoitiea, which would oommu.4 suooeaa ot &Jl7 kinl. 

in aa7 field, with this ■&gllifioe•t intelligenoe a.at mow-
ledge an4 eduoatlo•• devoting thea to oertala purpo•••• aal 

•o intelligent person coul.l esoape the conclusion that the 

o■•• an.I the wor:t and the obJeot■ to which such a au ~~--­
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deToted such abilities mpt be worth while. 

We Beed aboye everything elae a combination 

of the supreme worth of the great ideas and ideals of life • 

We nee4 to belieTe, as we haTe not belieYed, that these 

ancient truths are not merely pleasant aoral sayings that 

are outgroWJt, but that they express the eternal truth as to 

what 7our conduct ought to be and as to what me11 must expect 

as the result of their conduct, and llO 70UJ1.g mu co. look 

upon a man such as this, so highly gifted, devoting those 

gifts with all his power and all. his enthusiasm to any eause 

whatsoeTer. to the advoeatioa of any opinion whatsoeTer, 

without getting a new respect for that cause an4 that belief. 

Be has giTen to this city the moat graphic 

truth that great ideaa an.4 great ideals and religioa itself 

are worthy of the taleateof a m&!l such as he ia, without 

stint as he gi Yes them, aa4 of c ours• 1n this whole c Ollmlmi ty, 

intEwhole souled way 1n which he haa gone into everyt~1116 

that concerned the coDUIIUJlity. Ke came here during a grave 

period, at the very beginning of the war. He has beeD here 

during a period which has tried us all in a very sore way. 

But during that period the part that he has played 1a this 

co111111U.D.itT has been such that everybod7 mows that this mall 

thi~ks that these publie things, these publio measures, theae 

communit7 efforts, the Communit7 Chest 8.Jl.4 all the rest, that 

all these things are worthy of the time an4 attent1o• an4 

abilit7 of a mu o~ supreme capacity. CiTio enterpr1•••• 

ciTio progress as well•• religious ent•~riaea and r.eligioua+---­
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progress tak• on new dignity when they are supported by such 

a man,as he has supporteA them. ali here. 

It seems to me that among his many goo4 

fortunes--and they haTe been ma.ny--that aot the least was 

that he should come to this congregation in this countn, 

ill this city. h is the kind ot m that Amerioe. needs • 

.And in all. America where is there a city so American as this? 

Where is there a coDU11W1ity where the genius ot suoh a man 

can fill4 freer play? .lnd in the years that are to come, as 

••goon with these tremendous movements, the very beiimungs 

ot which we have seen, as we become more and ■ore worthy, 

not olll.y of the great religious heritage for which he stands 

but o~ the great heritage of our nation and the world, it is 

a fortunate thing that this man, with his talents and his 

genius and his influence, sho'\ld haTe a field in which to 

work so tavorable to the exercise ot such taleatsand so 

essentially Amerieait 1• its oharaeter. 

It is a happy and an al.Jllost a.mazing thing 

that at the end ot th&t kind of service he should still be 

only thirty-four years old. You know, I could envy- the man. 

!he doctors tell us--and I suppose it ls true--the7 prove it 

by figures that physical.. iife of man has beea extended fifteen 

or twenty years ill comfarat1Tely recent times, ant that it 

will be further extended • .lnthropologlata teli us that the 

measure of civilization. the measure of great superiorit7 is 

:toUlld ill the ability of aay- people to go oa for longer and 
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longer periods. increasing their ideas. adding to their stock 

ot ideas. enlarging their mental growth,--for example, 1• 

the lower races intellectual development stopping comparative­

ly- young. and the quality of races generally being measured 

rol)8hl7 by the BW1ber o-r years that the ■embers ot that raoe 

cu live and continue to grow inte1lectually. •ow, of course, 

I think that in that resp eot our people have ealarged on 

native lite vastly aore thaa the mere awaber ot years. 

!here was a time. they tell••• whea a man got to be fort7 

7eara he quit business. a.n.4 when &t thirty or less he should 

quit drinking. There was a time wh• people believed that 

one couldn't expeet to go oa growing and developing and 
what 

expanding after" e now oonsider comparative youth. !o-4ay 

the acoepted notion is that there practically is no age limit 

to intellectual growth and development, and upon that theory-, 

of course. Rabbi Silver ought to have at least ninety years, 

and of course he ought to be at his best at the end of 

ainety. So that he has travelled ollly about a thir4 of the 

way, apparently. But vastly- more signitioant than the 

length of physioal lite is the period ot 'intelleotual growth 

and development, is the enlargement ot the individual lite 

throU&h others, thro\18h such a mu as Rabbi Silver. liviqin 

the lives ot these childrea being taught 1n these schools 

that he is so well conducting, long after he is gone. !he 

perio4 ot hie life, eve• upoa that basis, oauot be measured. 

It will continue long after his ashea have d1■appeare4. t7poa 

8.11.7 figure the lite ot auola. am 1• aa ever ealarging thing. 
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And so 1 t aeeu to me he llas a right to a ver7 profoud 

gratitude, that he should haTe come so tar an4 so high so 
ordinary 

soo•, that according to all the presuaptions ot aature, his 
A 

experience, he should •ot have ollly so· Iong a life equally­

before hia, not olll.7 aa expan4ing life intelleotual.17, but 

that the expansion of his life 1• the lives of others should 

be so beyond measure. 

And certatniy, so far as the city is 

oonoerned, that, to me, is the greatest thing 6f all, because 

I aa one of thas·e who believe, like Rabbi Silver, that this 

- o1 t7 of ours is onl.7 at the beginning ot a great period ot 

growth aJld development, &11.d his greatest contr1but1oa 

remains yet to be real1zed,--realtze4 first frm the work 

already done, realized nert from the work to be done, an4 I 

UI sure that I expreaa the feeliag of every one who lolowa 

when I sa7 that I hope that he will reoeive ill full measure 

the ancieat promise: nA long life w111 I aat1af7 hf.JI ul show 

h1JI m7 saln.tion." (.Applause) 

--oOo--
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DR. JULiil JIORGDSTlrall: Doctor Silver, :In's. 

SilTer, ladies and gentlemen, it is strange, indeed, the way 

histor7 repeats itself, anl I h&Te had a goo4 proof ot that 

to-night. I heard a ver7 interesting stor7 ot aJ1 episode 

in the l.ife of your rabbi and his colleague in this cit7,--

a rather embarrassing a1tuat1oa that happened 1D ~ohnston 

PeDllSylyaJlia. And the interesting thing waa that that was 

aot the first time that1hat happened. (Laughter) It happened 

once before while he was a student 1• Cillc11.lllat1. J.nd I 

118.llt to aa'll.l'e you the C1.llc1nnat1 episode is much more 1Dterest-

1n«• But I ant not going to tell it te you. You get him to 

teli it to you. I aa sure if you keep atter hilll iong eaough 

he will--aome tiae. But that was o•• instance of the way 

1• which histor7 repeated itself. I learaed that hiato17 

repeate4 belt, and tha I had another deaonstration ot 

that,--one ot the first experienoea that I had in the actiTe 

rabbinate. lfhe• I went as a cand14ate for ti.. pulpit of the 

great, great m.etropoiis ot Ia#\f tte, Illl.iana,, I was aet at 

the depot by the preside•t and the secretary of the congreg­

ation ,who happene4 to be brothers, aa4 the7 escorted me up 

to the otfiee an4 began to talk to me.-- rt was th• first 

time that we had seen each other, ud aaturally the7 wanted 

to size up their proapeotiYe rabbi, ul the president of 

the congregation sai~ to me, •Dootor, how long are 70u 

aecu•med to preach?" It I had toll the tull. trutk I would 

haTe told hill I nsa't aooustome4 to preach, but I didll't 
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want to eaphas1ze that fact too much, so I said--very cautious 

-"Oh. about twenty minutes.• "Oh,• he said, "I thillk 

fifteea minutes is long eaough for 8.Jl7 maa.w Iow, history 

repeats itself, because shortly before this meeting beg&ll 

your president said to me • .,.ow, Doctor, there is one thing 

I want to remind you of--"..I saicl, "You needll't. I blow it 

alrea,t, partly out of experience, because I know the advice 

that preside•t• of congregations giTe, an4, besi4ea, Kr. 

L8T7 wrote back to ••, --fi:rteen llli•~tes." But I think i :t I 

feel the urge I might venture to speak a little longer, 

beeau.se the presi deat 1• his in.troduotioa sail that I was 

oing to speak to you about something that he had aot i•olude­

·ea. 1n the fl)eech that he wrote for ae. So that if I h&Te te 

obe7 his command and speak o• th'.at s-g.bJeot, I also perhaps 

aight be tempted to trespass a little bit, altholl8h I shall 

do ay best to resist the temptation. 

Iow. I •s very happ7, indeed, whe• sC1De 

time ago Mr. LeT7 called me up on the long distance phone 

and ls]ced me if I would come up to CleYelaa4 to-11ight to 

speak on this occasion. It was ver7 difficult for me to 

get a9&7, because, as 7ou can read117 understand, with our. 

graduation exercises next Saturdq, thia is perhaps the 

buaie■t week in the 79ar for me. I left an important meet111g 

of the board o:t goTernment of the college lut night Juat 

1a time to aatoh ,q traia, and I will get back la Ciaofnwati 

to-■orrow Just a tille tor a ver7 illportant ••till8 ot the 

taou~l.ty , and thi a address 1a somethiJlc 1Jl th•---+---~ 
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llature of a au4wich. I hope it may have some aeat 1n it. 

low, when t was invi tea to come up here in 

this wa7 I was elated. .lt first I thoU8ht they waat some­

body from C1acinnat1 to come up to Cleveland and talk, but 

I came to realize very quickly- that that was not it. You 

ill Clevelu.4 do 11.ot nee4 UQ" one froa Cillo1Jmat1 to come up 

and tell 7ou. Perhaps 7011 might think that 1 t would be for 

me, cOllling from Cino1•nat1. to come 1JP and lear• something; 

and I have learned some things to-Jlight. sane very pleaaaut 

things, i•deed. But the• I realizea that perhaps the real 

reasoa1hat you wished me to come up here to speak to 7011 

tkight was perhaps in spi'te of the fact that I come :troa 

Cinoimtl. an4 that I hSV'e the privilege ot represent~ 

the institut101l which prepared 7our r bbl to be a rabbi, 

which trained hlll to be your rabbi, an4 that perhaps I ~ 

self was privileged to have beea his teacher and to haTe had 

a small part. perhaps, ill this preparation, and I asnre 

you that with these tho\l8hta in mind it is indeed a happy 
with 

oooaslo• for m• to be "wou tonight and to participate 1a theae 

exercises. 

If the congregation reJoieea a the aohieTe­

aenta of Dr. Silver during his ten years, how aioh the ac,re 

should the Kebrew tJaion College. Dr. S11Yer'a illla Jfater, 

his beloYe4 spiritual ■other. reJoioe to see the rioh tal.• 

tillment of the proaJ.•• ot his youtll and his stu4ent 4ay• 

there. (Applause) !hat is the reJoioing tho1J8ht I haTe 1Ja 

111n4. !here ia a pusage in the •bl• which tell• that whea -~~..---~ 

-31-



• 

✓ 

• 

the second teaple waa built ill .Terusalea1 after the Bab7lo•­

i&Jl exile. there were soae ot the 014 folks there who 

remembered th& glories of the firat te11,Ple, a.nd they wept, 

wept n.ot so much for sorrow but for Joy at the promise of 

the second temple and all that it 111pl1e4, and in a way rrr 

sentiments tonight and my thol18hta tonight are somewhat of 

that character, because, as JD&l'l7 of you know, my conneatio11 

witbqour congregation goes back many years, a very intimate 

and close connection, and I c&DJlot help thilllcing to.aight of 

him who was the predecessor of the maa whoa we a.re honoring, 

who waa 7our rabbi for 1118.D.7 years ud was one of the dearest 

and closest and moat faithful. !riendswhoa I haTe eTer had, 

and I tllillk of him an4 of how he bu.114•4 in this oongregatlon 

and of what he achieTed. an4 the of what his suooeasor has 

aohieTe4 after him through his building, and I reJoioe 

t.oub~ in this vision of the new teapl.e rebuilt b7 the 

younger m&11. 

!he conTentlo• of the U.ll1on that was 

celebrated here last lanuar7 made me think of the oonventio• 

te• years a-go that was hel.4 ill Bal.tilllore, and I remember at 

this oonventioa two ot the members of your oongregatioa, 

your president, Kr. BenJamtn Lowensteill and Kr. Charles 

Eimnan, or m.eaorr blessecJ.. h. this oongregatioa came to•• 

beoauae we were old fr1en4a and knew eaoh other. and I 

belieTe4 they ha4 some oonfidenee 1A ••• and they a14,•we 

are th1nk1118 ot engagillg or ot oona14ering. at least, for 
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our pulpit a yoUJtg man who is a. rabbi in Wheeling, West 

Virg1:aia. Do you know anything about him?" Did I lolOW! uy­

thing about him! I told them what I knew. ~hey said, 

•can you arrange that we should meet him, have the opi,ortun-

ity- to talk to hi■?" Jnd I was happy to make these arrange­

ments. for them to talk to him. After they talked to him I 

said to them, ••ow, what do you thillk of him!" ~hey said, 

•well, we are greatly impresse.d, but he is very young. 

Aren't we tald•g quite a chance with him?" I said, 11Yes, 

but if I were ;you I would take the chance.• Well, ;you took 

the chance, and I thillk the real ce1ebration to~ight 1a the 

fact of the realization on your part that perhaps the period 

of chance is about over. (Applause) 

I haYe been. asked to speak on the subJect, 

the very significant subJect, of the contribution of Dr. 

Silver to American lewry-. Iow, at first thought that is a 

strange subject, isn't it? We usually discuss subJeets like 

that after men are dead, when we oan take stock of their 

iives, of their work, of their achievements. But after tea 

years, what can a man do in ten. years. especially 1:r he 1s 

only a rabbi? What can a man do in ten years that will 

merit au.oh a high sounding title as the contribution ot Dr. 

SilTer to American lewr7' But I suppose the title ot the 

subJeot aou.14 real:Ly mean to .American Julalsm, and yet it 

ia lnaeel a worthy subJeot. Onl.7 last week all America and 

all the worlt reJoiced in the aohwement ot that splended 

:,oung Amerlou, Lindber~. (Applause} t.nd what he did, what-==4~--
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he achieved, was typioal of the age in which we live. I am 

quite certain that rq clear father an4 'mother of blessed 

memory, who have beea dea4 only some fifteen years or so, 

could not possibly have conceived of the possibility of a 

perscn being able to fly fr'om •ew York to Paris ill one single 

fiight and in the period of thirty-three and a half hours. 

~hey couldn't have envisaged it, and yet we. in these few 

years later, have actually witnessed it ourselves, some of 

us ourselves have actually flown in the air frc:m one place 

to another. We hear of the radio, we hear of the wireless 

telephone, we hear of all manner of inventions, we hear of 

all manner of problems, we hear of new philosophies. We are 

living, ladies and gentlemen, in a new world, a world that 

has changed radioally, 1mme&surab1~ within the last t•• 

years. Our ideas and our ideals, our visions, our standards 

of conduct. our hopes for our children, our interpretation 

of life itself, are radioally different from thoae that were 

our views a short generation ago, and in this seething, 

changing, turbulen~ world there is a growing cry tor religion 

to be the guide of life. For religion--and that means 

ludaisa as well as all its sister religlo111--the world is 

cryi:Q8 far a new conce»tion of religion and a new inter­

pretation of religion that shall make religion square with 

life, an.4 Israel all over the worl.d, not only ill .blerioa, 

but all over the worll. ia orying aloud for a new inter­

pretatioa of ludai• that shall tell the le• how he can. 11•• 

as a lew seven days in the week and aot merely for one or 



two hours of form'Ulistic worship. A new Judaiam,1n a sense, 

that-is the call, the crT of Israel all over the world. 

r witnessed a convincing demonstratio• of it 

last summer in London, at that convention that was held there 

for the promotion of liberal Judaism in the world. I have 

thought to a certain extent. that this call, this urge, this 

need was peculiar to l'u.daism 1n America. but I found that 

all over the world Israel is making the same cry for a,new 

interpretation of Judaism, that our 7oung people call 11 ve 

in this modera twentieth ceatu.ry-world as 1ews with a 

positive and a living and inspiring faith that will tell 

th• )low to guide and control and direct their existence. 

{.lpplause) 

In this rellarpretation of Juda1811 there 

are a number of factors that 111Ust be realized; there are 

some people, some l'9aders in Judaism, who claim that the 

on1y hope of salvation for Judaiam is to maintain. to 

preaene the old Judaism, to leave the old traditional 

Ju.daima, and there are those who maintai•, on the other hand, 

that the onl.7 hope ot aal.s&tio• of .Tu.4a1sa is to ere••• aa 

it were, 8Jl entirely new 3uda1sm, a Judaism which easts off 

almost all its traditions, a.llllost all its beliefa, alaost all 

those thin&s that •u fathers held sacred, an6 takes into 

account on17 the •••la and the thoughts and the philosophies 

ot the present da7. •e1 ther of these 1• the aTeJlUe, the way 

of aalYation for .Tudaia■• but the true salYation for Ju4ais■ 

1s that which knows how to lill the paat with the present. 



We want not merely an old Judaism. aor do we want merely an 

new J'udaiaa, but we want an old-new Judai•, we want to hold 

tast to safe--guara as a precious heritage those priceless 

treasures of belief, of knowledge. of philosophy: of life, 

of aodea of worship and of life that our fathers held sacred 

and tested throughout the centuries and handed. doWll to us, 

their children, as our heritage of the ages. We want to hold 

fast to all that is thereill, that is true and worth while; 

but we alwo want to take, as Israel has always take•, all that 

whieh 1s true and right an4 best in the 1ife and the teaching 

and the phil.osophy of the present day, an.4 fuse these two 

treasures together as a living reality and a hope and a 

foree in our life. !'hat is the oat-new Judaism that every 

generation 1n Israel must create :bi its own day, and that is 
let 

what we are creating. Bu.t~us reaLize this: We cannot create 

it by ourselves. Jud&iaa is not a aect; it is the religion, 

the life philosophy" &D.4 the life mode of all Israel through• 

out the world. It is the creation of united Israel and one 

of the taets, one ot the trutha which we Jews 1a America 

have to 1earn oon.viaoingl7 is this truth ot the uait7, the 

personal unity. world unity of the house of Israel. 'fhere 

are n.,ot so Dl&llJ' of our modern religious leaders who have seen 

throlJ8h the problem here. I believe there is •one, not & 

single o,ne who has mderstoo4 the full slglli:tloaaoe of this 

problem. an4 has aeen more clearly the wa7 that Judaism 111\lst 

go in its deTelopmeat. in it■ growth. iJl its progress, if it 

is to be a living Jud.aim of this twentieth cen.turi:, and ls---.1----• 



to be handed down b7 our ohildrea in turn as their priceless 

heritage trom us,--aot one who II.as seen. this so clearly as 

your rabbi. (ApplauseJ J.nd during these years ot his 

ainistr7, twelve years since he lett the Hebrew 1JJ1i0ll 

College to becoml an actiTe worker in the Tin.eyard o~ the 

Tor4,--ten years in this congregatioa, he has worked cea■~­

lessly, faithfu.117, tarnestly for the realization of this 

principle. His has not been a haphazard work; his has been 

a work with a definite program. 1le has known clearly what 

he was striving tor; he has seen clearly Just the goal to-

wards which he was alming,--a united Israel living in this 

modern. twentieth centµry, contributing to the life and the 

tho'\l8ht of mankind, spiritual ~dance and stilllUlation and 

lcnowle4ge and inspiration for which the world. hungers and 

which it needa and which Israel must give • 

.lnd not only has he labored in this way, 

and not only has he taught in this way, and not only has he 

set an. example to his fellow rabbis to work and to teach and 

to liTe 1n this way, but sanething more; one other tJing ia 

neede4 in Jula1811l, ancl that is to realize the f11lln•ss of 

the purpose ot its existence, of the divine purpose, I 

belieTe. It is not eaough that our tellowae• n.on-Jns 

should respect us, not eno1J8h that they should say. •some 

ot my beat friends are Jewan; not enough that the7 shoull 

have a respect and a liking eTen for the Jewish people. 

We don't want, as Dr. Wright said, mere toleration., but there 



must be understanding; there au.st be sympathy; there mu.at 

be an apprec1at1o• of what Judaism stands for and what its 

tundamental principles are. and what the role is which it 

C8Jl pla7 a.nd llllst --pla7 in the progress and the spiritual 

salvation of the human race. This ean come only throlJ8h 

teaching. through dignified teaching. through self-respect­

ing teaching, through understanding• through scholarship 

and learning, and your rabbi has fought not so much to win 

a good name for the Jew--althought he has achieYea that, too, 

as 7ou know--but he has foU8}lt above all to so lift Judaism 

and so exemplify J'udaism and so preach Judaism and teach it 

that the world shall come to understand the iul.l truth and 

beauty a.nd inspiration of Judaisa. and take it into its 

conception of one of the saving fore a in the lite and 

destinies of manktn4. 

Your rabbi has helped and is helping to 

make a place for Judaiaa as one of the great modern religions 

facing the probleasof life, the u.rgtnt. surging problems 

of life that this changing world brings before us. and looks 

to religion for help in their solution. Your rabbi is help-
. 

ing the world to realize that JudaiSll• too, has something to 

co·ntribute to this work of salYation ot the human race. 

That is much; that is much. In these ten years he has gi Tea 

to Juclaism. then, a liv1J18 interpretation of Judaisa; he 

has given to mankind aa understanding of JudaiBII; he hu 

helped to weld the Jewish people soatterel. throughout the 
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world and broken up into classes, into a unit. to develop 

the sense of brotherhood and responsibilit7 and unity of 

interests and of cooperatiou. Are not these things mu.oh to 

achie•e in ten years? I might say more. I might speak of 

the inspiration of your rabbi. I might tell you, and I do 

tell you. that to the Hebrew Union college come eTery year students 

from all parts of the countr7. Kost o~ th• come because 

the7 have been inspired by some teacher, by some leader. by 

some rabbi. ~hey have been inspired to live a life o~ 

urul.atioa of his, to do the work which he is doing. to take 

up in their day his work when he shall lay it down. From 

Cleveland every rear there come students to us, as many 

student~ coming from Clevelanl. as from 8.Jl1' other two cities 

1n the country,--yes, aa many as from any other three cities 

in the country• even of ci t\SB larger than Cle veland,--none 

the less, Cleveland sends us year after year as Dl8J17 as 

three t 1mea or aa many as any three cities in this cou.n tr7 

together. 1'h7 is that? !here are many reasons, but the 

chief reason. r am sure, is the force of the example and the 

teaching an4 the influence of your rabbis. I do not want to 

say, I do not dare to •7• that Dr. Silver doea it all, be­

oauae 70u have had, and you have toctay, many other e■ineJlt 

rabbis &D.imatecl by an equally tine si,irit. I lcnow and JOU 

mow the force ant the tnnuenoe which the exaaple and the 

personalit7 and the teaohing and the aervioe and achievement 

of Dr. SilTer himself h&Ye upon these young ••• who oom• to 

ua from Clneland. !hat, too, ia somethi~ to haT.e achieved 
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tor Allerlea.n 1ewry. 

I might tell you maJlY more things, I aa 

sure. I aa, however. trespassing be7ond my time. Let ua 

agree that ten yearw is a short time. It passes rapidl7. 

Yet it can be full and rich in achievements and these ten 

years which we ccamemorate here, are 1n4ee4 full and rich ill 

achievements. I sa7 to you ladies and gentlanen of con­

gregation Tifereth Israel, as I have said to you once be­

fore, that the Kebrew Union college is proud of this son of 

hers. It is proud of what he haw achieved 1n these ten 

years. It is proud even more of what he will achieTe 1n the 
the 

ten,Atwent7, thirty and forty years to come. We reJoicel 

with 7ou 1n the past; we know that we shall contiDUe to re­

Joice with 7ou ill the future. (Applause) 
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RABBI SILVER: ill I can say, friends, is 

that 7ou have been talking about the 0011& man. (LaU8hter) 

~ither that, or r don•t know myself. I am afraid that I 

shall have to get home and get acquainted with myself. I 

needn't tell you. friends. that this is one occasion when I 

can't speak. when I shouldn't like to speak. You have over­

whelmed me. indeed. Kad I suspect~d that I we'lll.d be subJeot­

ed to al.:l this praise, I might have requested tmt the aeet­

ing be called off. Dr. Wright thought that I wasn't scared 

enagh. (Laughter) I was more soared tha that colored boy 

that waa aske4 whether he was courageous during the war. 

118 said• •Suall• ah was courageous. Ah made seven Geraana 

run." •1s that so?• "Suah, ah aade thea all r1m. but they 

couldn't catoh me.• (Laughter} 

I can assure you. friends• I am not taking 

11\lCh that was said this eTen!Jlg literally. I know that a 

great deal of it was prompted b7 genemm apprec1at1o• rather 

than by or1t1oal appraisal; but there is enough 1n what has 

been said• 1118.king due allowance for the generosi t7 ot the 

spirit of the speaker• who honored lie by coming here thia 

eTening--an.4 I aa deeply' honore4 by their preaenoe, b7 the 

preaenoe ot rq teacher an4 fr1en4, Dr. Korganst•rn• b7 the 

presence of 1111' dearest coll~. Rabbi Goldman, by the pres­

ence of' th• cit7 manager anl '1117 brother f.n senioe, Re.,. 

Dr. Wright. by all the guests here. --I say, there 1a eaough 

1n what the7 h&Te salt.. 118.king due al.owanoe for the bo1111t7 

of graoe,to suataia • and iaapirf.t ae tor aaay 7eara to come. 

-il-



. e 

I think I h&Te said this on some oooasion 

before, that the mflliatry-, of all professions. finds it aost 

difficult at any tiae to take stook. By that I meaa that. 

say, a physician. c&ll point to a oertain definite •umber of 

people whom he haa helpecl ill a material or phyaioal way. 

people whOlll he has cured, or••• new diaooTery in medicine 

which he has ma4e. something to behold; the man of legal 

prof'ession ca• poillt to a certaiJl number of lawauita, cases 

which he may have wan; the maa a the scientific, profesaioa 

to a llU!Dber ot new discoveries, aew iltTentions, new formulae 

which he may haTe evolved.--thill8B quite concrete, and, ill 

a sense, very- gratifying because the7 are visible. The real 

victories of the ■inis1JJ' are not 1 terma of anything visible . 

I am proud, of course, of the tact that together we built 

a magnificent Te111Ple. I aa prou4 of oourae of the taot that 

with 7our helpfulneas, this congregation has pnn to such 

magnificent proportions. ~e•e are physic&l evidences o~ 

prosperity. and yet ill rq innermost heart I bow, aa I aa 

wure 70u know, that these are aot the eTidences of suooeaa 

111 the ministry. Size and quantity an4 bui141118• do not 

repreaent the soul of religion. !he ■inister deals 1a 
-111.palable things, an4 ill spiritual values which the senses 

caaaot perceive, and because they are eo tenuous, beoauae 

they are so 1mpa1pable, the minister 1111st have a great deal 

of faith to carry oa, a great teal of faith to eaoourage him 

to oarry oa. After al1, our greateat achievement• are those 

which expreaa th•selTea 1n liTea which we mq eDkindle, iJl 



character which we may hope to tashion. ill a cert&in. aaoUJlt 

o'! guit.ance which we •81' be pr 1 vileged to g1 ve. .b.d so 1 t 1 a 

rather difficult at uy stage in our liTew to take stook, 

and say, "'this much • haTe achieved." But an outpouring 

such as thi•• the wonderra.i tribute which you have paid, and 

the good will which you have mauitestet, are to me to•ight 

an indioatio• that perhaps I haTe not altogether failed, 

but that perhaps I may have succee4e4 in some s't.ight measure 

1a carrying out the purposes of my ministry. 

I want to aay- tonight one or two wor4a--

and then I shall be thro'U8h--one or two words which l&aP. to 

'IAY' lips and which insist 'Ql)Oll being said. I want to tell. you 

that if •7 work has meant a.,-thin&, here or elsewhere, it 

was due to the fact that 70u nade it possible. I am. aot 

spealcing :aow ill mock modesty. llad you not made it possible 

for me to do the things which I wiahe4 to do• which I believed 

I OU&ht to do as a rabbi 1n larae1, I could not haTe done any­

thing of any val.ue. But 7ou did two things for me, for which 

I shal1 be eternally grateful. In the first place, 7ou gave 

me a free pulpit. You ze&1ou.sl7 aa4 JealouslT through these 

te11 y-ears--an4 I know that you did the same for 117 aalnted 

predecessor--you. Jeaiousl7 safeguarded the suotit7 of the 

freedom of 70ur pulpit. ho of •7 friends who spoke here this 

eTenin« commentea OJL the taot that you did a daring att4 

courageous thin& when you summoned a young man to 7our pulpit. 

You did. You don't know what a ohanoe 70u too:t. (J..aapt•r) 

h'en UloUBh I mq have bee• eql11J19d tell years MO with a 
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certain measure of intelligence. of learning. which I receiTed 
...... 

at ■hheol. I was certainJ7 altogether llllequipped with that 

which onl7 time can g1Te--exper1enee; the real intaate lcnow-

1~ and 1D1de:rste.nding of life. I do not possess mu.ch of 

that as yet. !ime alone can i1Te you that. I did •ot have . 

it. yet 7ou did the daring and courageous thing to invite me 

to assume the leadership of a congregation that had been so 

magnifieentl7 led by one whose name wil1 be foreTer wrltt•• 

large ill the .. ,.., • of ..blerican J'udai •• (Applause) 

You gave •• a tree pulJlt. 1· know there 

are muy times whea the things which I said did not meet 

wLth the tu1l assent of 7our -best Judgment. I 1mow that 

man7 times I spoke, and what I sal:4 JlllJlt have irked or 

irritatei. a goodly number. and ~tat no time by the s11ght­

est suggestion. did aDT of your officers or 70-ur board or 

the membera tr7 to deviate me one iota :from my courae. You 

asa'Qllled--anl. I thank God that 7ou assumed--that 1 t la better 

to err in the pursuit of truth than to stifle truth. I 

have often he-,arcl. 1 t sail. that the church la shackled• that 

no free spirit can remain long in the church. Well, I 

~btnk that !ifereth Israe1 is a living rebuttal of that 

charge. •o where in the worl4 do I feel so free, aacl there­

fore so bur4ene4 with the•■poJ111lbUit7 which a••••• o~ 

ftteedoa g1Te■ to one, as whea I ataud back of ou.r pu1p1t 1a 

front of that aaorel. ark, and for that great privilege I 

aaa nn-er Qpre■s fllllT rr gratitute to 70u. 
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!hen you made •• tree in yet another way. 

You made me tree to engage in civie work, national work, 

occasionall7 in a movement ot international scope. You 

reallze4 early th.at lifereth Israel was •ot a looal ooap 

gregation, that it had signiticanoe tor Jewry throughout 

Amerioa, and you wante4 your rabbi to count 1n the lite o 

Allerioan Israel. And so you made it poasiltle for •• to do 

those things, which I beline haTe not brought discredit 

upon our institution. 

I realize--I have often realized, and I 

make this fr&.llk contesaioa, which I belieTe I have made once 

before--I realize ful17 that acme of my- work must have 

suttered because of JAT ideatifioatioa with civic or national 

movements. I lalow for certain, for exaaple, that the 

pastora1 work--t o which my clalll' friend Bab bi GolcJma:a, retera .. -

llll&t have suffered, not only due to 1117 interests in other 

aot1Tit1ea, but due to the aaa.zing growth of this congregatim, 

which ma4e pastoral work &aOJ18 fifteen hundret falliliea b7 

one-.. altogether i11posaible, and I a.a sure at time• some 

of you must have felt neglected or agarieved, and yet I was 
of 

faced wi'lh a choice" oles. I could not do all things, aac1 

I seleeted those roles whioh I tho'IJ8ht were nearest to the 

professioll ot a rabbi in. Israel. For, u Rabbi Golclaaa 

beautlil.17 stated, the funot1on of the rabbi, of the lewlsh 

ainiater, waa n.ner that ot the pastor. Pastoral work 1• 

importot, but some oneslloul4 l»e charged with tbl 4ut7 of 
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attending to it. ~ the primary- tunotion of a rabbi--and 

I haTe tried to remain tne to the tradition ot the rabbinate 

ill my own family and 1• the household ot Israel.--the function 

of the rabbi has been first ot all to le&n1.. and then to 

teach. First ot all to learn, am there is enough 1n the 

T&at storehouse of lewiah thought to absorb all the energies 

and al.l the time of &Jl1' humaw being to learn and to teach. 

J.nd thea perhaps after haTing been charged with the iDspir-

at ion and the knowledge which comes b-om a three thousan4 

y-ear 014 literature, to impart some o-f that thro~ education. 

through inspiration.. to his fellow hum8ll be in.gs, amd to that 

function of the ainister, friends, I have tried to remain 

faithful• and I pray to God t at he wlll enable •• to con-

t irme to remain taithttll in the years to come. 

I want tqsay one more worcl about these lat 

ten years. !hey have been glorious years for ae and rich 

years and happy years, because among other things they were 

spent ill Cle:Telan4, and Clweland is a remarkable coDIIINJU ty 

1n which to live and work. I believe that our city will acme 

day become the model city of America. I believe that it is 

large e110\18h and Tariegated 8Jlough in texture to be truly 

metropolitan. to have a broadness of viaio• ••d understanding, 

but it is aot huge so that it 1a amorphous, so that 1t 1• 

Just a cluttering of bu11d1nga an.d faotoriea and ch1111leya 

and hard iavementa. It ia a city with a conscienoe an4 a 

sou:L and a mind and a purpose, an.d it has made 1 t ver7 pleas-

ant to work in. suA a o1t,:. I aa sure :that 7-ou 4o realize 
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it ia exoeedingl7 ple~-t to work in a communit7 whose 

political life, for example, is guide4 b7 a hand so stead7 

and by a mind as c.om:petent a:a4 b7 a character so sterling 

as our city manger. (Applause) I sa7 this beense I 

believe this thing shoul.d be said. Whu our conve•tion of 

the Union of American llebrew CongregatioI1Smet here and a 

thousand delegates came troa all parts o~ the United States 

to our c it7, 1 t was w 1th p r1 de that I saw the s pokeaman ot 

the city SJ)eak as he did speak. Very often citizens feel 

da1~e4 upon to apologize for their political representatiTes. 

In him Cleveland was extolled and magn1:t1e4 1n the eyes of 

these people who came from all parts of the country. It 1-s 

tine to work in a community w»aeeduoational life is guided 

b7 men who possess that quality- of vision which a Dr. 

Vinson or a superintendent Jones possess. It makes one feel 

spiritually at home. It is fine to work in a city whose 

great heart and sound wisdoa can express itself in &Jl 

institution like the Commmity Cheat, which served as a 

model for America, and whose philanthrophic life is likewise 

directed by men o~ the type of a Kather or a Jlr. Adams, or a 

Re11Be7, or the late lamented Kr. Jackso•• or hi~ successor 

ICr. Ryan. or lJDther ~ewish representatiTes,--a maa of the 

type of that superb loyalty, the late lalllented Kr. Eisman, 

of his successor Vr. Balter, or Kr. Goldhamlll9r. You don't 

know what it m1ana whe• you feel 1• a ooDIIWlity you haTe 

these kindred spirits to work with. lt is good to work 1Jl 

a oolllllllUlit7 where you have clergJaen ot the type ot 
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Dr. wright, men of other faiths who are not grooved in their 

de11.om:lnationalism, but who have an understanding of the 

common purposes and the common ideals of all religion. 

And so I am gratefu1 to God that Jll7 lot was 

cast 1n this o it7 these last ten years. I wish I had 

the time to tell you men and w011ea of '!i:tereth Israel, 

•Qecially those of you who have been officers of organ­

izations like the Women's Association and the Ken's Club and 

others, how greatly appreciatiTe I am of the consta.n.t and 

ready and willil18 cooperation which you have given me at all 

times. I want to express my deep appred.at ion this evening 

to the teachers of our religious school, to that splendid 

staff of onr sixty- men and wcmen, and to their leaders, 

Kiss Schott and Ilise Lederer, for it is they who carry o 

the great work, not I. I o-q.ght not pass this moment, which 

is a rare mOPJlt, I ought not to pass this moment by without 

expressing my great appreciation for the work of Ilise Jones, 

who in the early years of my coming to Cleveland meant more 

ta me than I could tell you, because she knew the congregation, 

knew its families and people and problems and gave me of her 

counsel and advice. I want to thank that splendid manager 

of the Temple, llr. LeT7. (Applause lie is not onl7 managing 

the lfeaple; he is managing the rabbi aa well. And surely, 

I would not for the world want to let this moment slip b7 

without telling 11"117 how mu.ch his loyalty and his devotio• 

to the Temple and to me has been. Kr. Lowenstein said this 

evening that this year aarks the final year 1n his oocupano;r 
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or the office of presid..ent of the congregation. e has been 

president throughout my years in Cleveland, and I could not 

have prayed for a better partner. Re was always my friend, 

always my advisor, always my helpmate in the work, and it is 

to his,and not to mine, to his persistent and constant 

l•bor more than to mine that the great proJect of the new 

Temple was made possible. 

I look forward, friends, to the next years 

hopefully and prayerfull.y. I hope that my ripening experienc­

es will lend an added neasure of force and worth to my work. 

I pray that 're1ereth Israel may continue to be what it has 

been in seventy-seven years of existenoe--a light and a 

leadill8• This coming year we shall be privileged to welcome 

to our fold a man. who will be ordai ed rabbi next Saturday, 

one of our own men, one whom you know, and many of you who 

have known him have come to love him, a man of rare gifts of 

learning and of eloquence. 1le is coming to the Temple as my 

co-worker, to devote himself particul.arly to edueation and to 

work among our YOUD8 people, and I look forward with eager­

ness, as I know you all do, to the oondng of lfr.--f.n three 

lays to be--Rabbi Leon Feuer. (Applause) 

I closed my inaugura1, shall I say? rq 

inaugural. ten years ago with a prayer from our sacred books, 

anl I can find no more fitting words with which to close 11q 
Thou 

few remarks this evening. "God send"!hy light and !by truth, and 

may they lead•••" (Appl&u.se} 

~~===~---=--000-- ~== 
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