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"A ll8It lll ffllS§JA•" 

WBl @BA m1a siLDB, 

lJm. TEJqLB, SJmDA,J ' 

OQTOfflft fl• \12..T, OHr{ELAffl). 



In speaking about Russia, :friends, I am not qual

ified to bring you a new message ot any startling revelation, 

nor oan I speak to you as one having authority. My stay 

in that oountry was all too briet and my impressions all too 

hasty to warrant any major oonolusiona on rq part or any 

great credence on your part. I went to Russia not to 

make a caretu.l study ot the oountr7--a task whioh would 

have required many years and a more elaborate equipment 

than I posaessed. I went to usaia 111.J_nply to get the ' teel" 

of the country, to see h01r man and women ere living under 

the new regime--to oaHh, if possible, a bit ot the mood 

and the temper f the pqpulaoe. I mt there to correct 

certain lmpreseiona which I had farmed rrom reading and 

trom hearaay about asia, and it 1a only aome or these 

Smpreasions thus oorreoted by personal observation tha 

I oan. give you this morning. 

I tried to see Rua■ia as the Russian 110uld see 

1t--d1tt1oult a that may be. I tried to guard myselt 

againat the oonatant temptation ot making com.parisona,-

cQJ11Pariaona between Russia ot toda7 and Amerioa ot today. 

I tried to remind myselt all tba time that Russia •• never 

like Amerioa; the Russia h1ah the revoluticm OTerthreW • 

not one wb1oh bad giTen th9 people poli t1oal freedom, whioh 

d g1Ten b country a prosperous peasant olaa■ or a con

tented working olaaa, or a large well-to-dO middle 



• 
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The average ssian today who looks baok: beyond 

the last ten year■ to the oldczariet :regime tinda very 

little in it to hank~r after • The peasant in those days 

l1wd like a aert, next door to the brute--1mpoverished, 

illiterate. The worki~an in ssia in those daya was 

. exploited beyond any conception ot the 1eatern man--under

ted, underpaid, m1aerably hooseA,--e. orkingman whose every,; 

effort to 1.Jllprove his oond1tians s met with the 

Coaaaolc's Jmout, with the nord and with the Siberian 

exile; and even the middle .olaaa in th se days was oan

atantly Tiotimized by a group ot autocratic c ruptioniata 

the like or which it ould be diffioult to parallel 1n tba 

anMla ot autooratic governuent. 

It is this system wliloh ve Russia neither 

economic oo~t noe nor political treedoa; it is this 

system which drove the Russian people on, on, but unpre

~4, lnto one ot the most disastrous wars 1n history, 

where mllllona ot th• were butchered and al.am and betrayed! 

by their own oorrupt otf1o1ala,-1t was this Russia ot 

blood and terror and oorrupticm that the rnolut1cm over-

threw, there are very tew ople in ?uss1a today who 

lanent its paastna. 

One must try to keep these t cta in mind, :tor 

they help hla 'to un erstand the attitude ot the Russian 

today toward• his government. Tmre are very tew people 

1n Russia todq who are • thua1 atio about the 1r overnnmn,. 

Why sho l.d they bet The mill nn11111 which was pmmia d to 

-
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th• aa aoon aa the proletarian revolution would have 

proved suooesstul--that millennium has not arrived. There 

1~ still in lussia today a great deal ot poverty and misery, 

vaat unemployment, and a pitifully inadequate dole ayatam. 

There is still in Russia today high prioea, a dearth ot 

oommoditlea, rigid living qmrters, vast unequalitiea and . 
praot1oall7 no treedom. 

so that the millennium has not oome in Russia 

with the proletarian dictatorship, and the kbgdom ot Karl 

Marx is somethiDB entirely di tterent :trom the Kingdom ot 

God. And so the people ot Russia are not very enthusiaatio 

about their government. But it you succeed in • aining the 

ooDridenoe ot an awrage Russian so that he is ready to 

answer a point blank questicn, )'OU will ask him, " 

you •tiatied nth the present gOY rnment?" he 1• l1kel7 

to aa7, "Bo, not satist1e4, but when was it any better 1n 

Russia?" Or "I• it not likely to be warae when th1• govern

ment 1a overthr01n1 and the old autooraoy oomos be.ok into 

powr?" 

You must understand that the :ver Russian 

today does not tret as muoh aa we would beoauae ot the 

depr1Tat1on ot treedom or the loss ot liber'7 beoame the 

average Russian never enjoyed treedom. The Russian people 

tor oenturie• has been ruled am daainated b7 a deapot1o 

olique, am the deapot1m ot the modern autoorat does not 

lrri tate the Rua sian nearly aa muah •• 1 t would a people 

auoh u ua whloh 1• habituated to treedom. 



average Russian, strange to say, out~ed about the oon

tiaoa ti an ot property whioh has so outraged u•• beoauee the 

average Russian bad no property that could be oontiaoated. 

And ID passing it might be said that Bolshevism ia likely 

to succeed in any country wlere the vast mjor1 ty ot the 

people have no property which oan be oont1aoated. .And so 

while the masses ot the Russian people today are not 

enthusiastic about their government, they are not opposed 

to it, and any attcpt to overthrow the present regime 

oan oount upon very little support trom the Russian 

people themaelvea. The peasant wUl be atraid to loae 

all land whioh the revolution gaw hilll; tm workingman 

will be afraid to lose his new-round power am dignity, 

and it is this ~.,t_iw lo~altt ot the Russian people 

~hioh is the greatest strength or tm present reg1ma. 

The present rulers ot Huas1a must be credited 

w1 th havine eVidenoed a real oonoem tor the weltare ot 

the massea. They are s1noere people; they are earnest 

peoplaJ even 1r· theJ' are doot:rinaire and hard and untmag1n

at1ve and miasad,ded, perhaps, in their eooncalo the017, 

they are s1DOere and earnest people to the very limit or 

their ver7 l1m1ted oapital, and tunda have been used 1n the 

endeavor, tor exanple • to eradicate illiteraoy 1n Russia 

in that moat illiterate oountry. They are anploy~ the 

moat advanoed pedagoglo eohem.ee tor ohild and adult 

eduoat1ca SD an ettor, to teaoh the mUliona or unlettered 

1'1ldimen1;a ot edmalicm. 
~~-~ _,._ 



The povert7 ot the governnent, howver, 

seriously lnterterea 1th an effeotlw oar.r-ylng out ot 

this highly oommendable program., which was ao oynioally 

disregarded by the old czarist reg1Dae. Relatively as muoh 

baa been done by the rulers ot ·Russia tor the health ot 

the people, for the proteotian of motherhood and ohildhood, 

and tor the improvement of the aan1ta17 oond1t1cns of that 

oountry. A whole lecture might might well be depted to 

theae truly magnltioent ettorta ft>r that country, wheie 

d1seaae is rampant, where 1ntant mort lity is appalling, 

and where the very l'lldiments ot san1tat1cn and oleanliness 

are generally unknown. But here, too, while the program 

la magnitioent, t pertormanoe must alt upon greater 

mean•• 

The present government ot Russla must also be 

credited with having established law and order; with having 

built up an aam1Diatrat1ve naoh1ne17 ror tmt oountry, an4 

with haviDg preaene4 the unity, the integrity ot the 

Russ1811 Emplre. When one oonaiders that ten years aso 

Russia suffered the moat d1•atroua m.Ultary debacle known 

w history, and that tor t1 years thereatter Russia •• 

v1ot1m1zed b7 a host ot the bloodiest revolutlona and 

oountezt-revolut1ona, tlghtlng at timea en aa many aa 

t enty trant•& when one recalls that Russia was strangled 

tor year• b7 the mill tary blockade ot the Alli •, t mt 1 t 

wae deoillated b7 gbaatl7 taalnu and that 1t waa eooncmd.o-

all7 -- t ruiaed 'b7 a __......... ,--I aa7, when 
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one remmbera tleae tribulatiane t irough wh1oh that people . . 

has passed during the past ten years, one manela almost 

at the appearance ot order and stability and normalcy 

whioh Russia presents today. 

The railroads ot Russia are operating--and on 

aohedule; and in the larger oi ties the r Uroads are oom

torta ble, even luxurious. A1nay and water ay n vigat1on 

are maintained; the poet, the telegraph, the telephone, the 

automobile, the theater, the movie, the hotel, the restau-

rant, in taot, all th evidences ot that oall ··~es tern 

European oiv1l1zaticn are operating in Russia--at least in 

the larger cities ot Russia; and lite 1s as aate on the 

streets ot osoow or Odessa rr Kiev, as it 1e in the 

streets ot estern Europe or rio --oertainly eater 

than in Chioago. 

The Bolsheviks, then, have established law and 

order in a oountry ot l-'O million people hioh nretohea 

trom the Daltio to the Pe.oitio, and whioh oovera ona-aixth 

or the sm-taoe ot the earth. They are also to be credited 

w1,h having built up an administrative machiner,--entirel7 

new--tor their national gOYemnent and their proT1no1al 

gOTernment and their 01'7 govemmanta,--an adm1n1strat1n 

maoh1nery to superoede the old mchinery hioh was broken. 

down wilh th reTolut1cm., and hioh they thema lvea helped 

to break down; and the marvel ot it l that this new 

•oh1ner,, hioh w • built up haatil7 and under pressure, 

aotu ly tunot1ona. 
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Perhaps the greatest aoh1evement or the present 

rulers ot Russia 1• in the d1reot1cm. ot preserving the 

unity ot Russia--a country whioh is nBde up ot more than a 

hundred raoes and peoples. It was a ooloasal task to keep 

that oountry so oonstituted trom turning into oth r Balkan 

imbroglio ot oontl1ot1ng and hostile peoples and l ces and 

national tiea, and they accomplished this huge task not by 

toroe ot arms but by a broad-minded, broad-visioned policy 

or selt-determina.tian. They granted to every nation am 

every substantial racial unit 1n "uss1a complete and 

absolute P,Oli t1oal. and cultural autonomy within the 

trame ork ot the Soviet eder=t1 cm. Under the old d ya ot 

the ozar raoial m1nor1t1ea, natj<m,aJ minor1t1ea, were 

suppressed and their leg1t1me.t national. aap1rat1ona 

denied. Under the Bolshevik re 1me thes nations a races 

were not only- permitted but anooura d to develop their 

national lite, their national langu~a, their national 

oultures, their national modes ot lite. 

So that Huesia today is really not ono na t1on 

but a voluntary tedoration ot any- n be1· or republ1os and 

autonom1ee,--terr1tor1os w:t,J.oh re pr1 v loged to w 1thdraw 

from the uni an at ill; and 1 t is this pol107 ot absolute 

au,oDC'll1' to eaoh nation and the voluntary union ot all 

whioh saved Russia trom that rate wh1oh overtook the 

Awatr1a-Hungar1an Empire, here no such broad-v1a1ane4 

policy waa pem1tte4. 

Bow 1t the Bolahev1k1 are to be oredited with 
_,_ 



these, to my mind, tangible achieve nta--and ve17 

oreditable aoh1evementa--they are to be charged, however, 

first, with a ill.lure or the essential, the central teature 

or the1 r program., namely, ooimnunism; and by oonn:miuism., ot 

course, you will understa.TJ.d, as Lenin understood, that all 

property shall beoome publ1o property: that all oi tizene 

ahall become the · employees or the state; that all shall 

wolic to an equal extent and recefve ec;;.ual p y. For too 

sake of this communism the Bolshevilci oontisoated all 

private property; not only naticmal. mid na'tllral rosoo.rces 

or tools or pro .uoticm. but 811 private property. Far the 
✓ 

sake of this communism the Bolshev1k1 deolassed that 1m-

pover1shod millions or people, drove the best minds ot 

to the militarization ot labor an the tood levies, and 

bro~ Ruaaia dangerousl7 near to the br1Dk ot eoonom.io 

isaster. And this oommut\iam tor h1oh so muoh ot blood 

waa shed 1 dead 1n s1a. In. 1921 Lan.in aDd his soiplea 

had to adopt a ocnplete reversal ot policy. Private trade 

was leg1t,..t1zed, a. with it ot course private property 

and prin e aapital. OQ1Ulltn1sm was doad. A new eoonomlo 

policy a 1ntroduoed. It spelled th doom ot oommun1am. 

Ot course the rulers ot Russia today are not oomplotely 

.,~0011011 d to the tull 1mpli tian or this new eocmomio 

polioy. They etill look upon a private trader, a merchant, 

to aet up 1n bua1nesa 1n Russia 



today .he has many d1ttioult1es to encounter. In the t1rn 

place, he must proaure a license trom tha governnent tor 

whioh he pays a large sum ot money; in the seoand place, 

his rent will be fixed at will by the govern.lllf'nt; 1n tm 

next plaoe, he must purohaae nearly all ot his oommod1t1ea 

trom the gove~ nt beoe.use th? govern\ nt has a monopoly 

over all imports and 8XP0rta; in the next !')laoe, he must 

pay an exorbitant 1noome tax to the governn nt; 1n tm mxt 

place he will pay perhaps five or ten ti a as muoh :t0r 

hi• private lodgings as he would ordinarily it he ere not 

a merchant; and it, in spite ot all these 1f':f'1oultie~, be 

still seems t rasper, the gove 111mnt ivill proceed to open 

store ot its own alongside ot hill to dr1va him out at 

business. But in spite of t 11, r1vate business 1n 

Rus s1a is goloo on .,aoe; and in t r ,1se ot a newlDur eoia 

olaaa and in the riae o't a new well-to-do pe a nt olaaa, 

tho leaders o't the R 1s111an revolution see the t Uure o-r 

the oamnaniat program wr1 tten l~ge. 

MJ' t1rst disillusionment to oomnam.ism in Ruasia 

oame in the o1ty ot Ccm.stontiD.ople, whEm I applied to the 

ottioe ot t Ru sian Navigaticn Bureau tor passes to 

Odessa on a Russian boat, tbe Tobtmharill. The tiret 

question that aa a ked or me •• whetter I wanted r1r t, 

second or third olase aooommodaticna. I was a bit st 

to t1nd these 11noa or 1stinot1an on a us 1an liner, w, 
when I arrived in Odeaaa and ~an travelins through Russia 

I found the ame thing per 1sted on the trains • 

... 



tirst, • seoond or third olasa. I round 1n th hotels that 

a ro(U with bath cost more than a roan without a bath. 

I 1'oun'4 th :t two ruble a uld puroh ase a bet tar me al than 

half a ruble; I found that in the government stores it you. 

h d no money your membership 1n the o~mDllniat party would 

Bet yo thiag, I round 1n these sel ·-same government 

stores some paopl buying Je elry and iamonda, and others 

shabbily dressed and hungry-looking stanuing outside lookin8 

in; I :round t w.t in the raotories a the shops the skilled 

orkingman was be1Jl8 paid more than t,1e unskilled; the :rore

nnn • being pa.id more t. an tho akllled orkrnan; the 

teohn1o1an was being paid more than the fbreman. In raot, 

I to·nd in Russia all the shameful earmarks or o pitalistio 

society hioh you tind 'Ghrough the world. Communism. 

is dead in ussia. 

.. ... t 1e Bolsheviki are to be ollar d also, it 

you oan oall it oharged, 1th the tailure o"' yet another 

pr1no1pnl it in their prograa-t e worll revolution. 

They- banked e t al. OD that. ey s't1ll o to a large 

extent, but not s hope1\ll3.T. They believea that as soon 

as th proletai·1an. reYolutian would triumph 1n Russia, that 

the spark cw.d intl e t 1e orld.ns ala aea throughout the 

world. But the e oth r1 iae lear-th1nlc1ng and rat1onal

ist1o lend ra of the Russian revolutian somehow m1s0Ei.oulate4 

here. 1rbey ar ot, or they .. dn' t 1ah to remember, that 

the oono.1 tiona ot the 11011t1Ds ola sea in eatarn Europe am 

1oa are not tm ocmd1t1 he 
-=-----,___~=~ 
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working alas• in Russia, ot the peasant olass in Russia. 

Por, atter all, the working people in eatem Europe am in 

America are enjoying political treedom, they being subject 

to legitimately or legally recognized organizations tor 

self'-proteotion an for mutual helptulnesa, and they do 

share relat1~ely 1n the prosperities ot those countries 

where they are. The vast masses of the people are oon

servative and they do not resort to drastic measures ot 

revolution unless provoke d thereto by dire oonditiona, and 

theae dire conditions di d not exist 1n 'astern Europe and 

in Amerioa. 

It Bolshevism has no ohanoe in the United States, 

for example, the tot is e not to the vigilenoe of our 

State apartment or to t he e r :rorts or our salt-appointed 

profess ional patronizers. Bole viam cannot thrive 1n a 

country like the United State• beoauae millione ot working

men -in the United State• own millions of homes, millions 

ot bank aooounts, millions ot insurance polioiea and 

millions ot automobiles. And because the world revolution 

did not oome about Russia rem.ins iaolated, and beoauae 

Russia is isolated Russia is tear1Ul, atra14--atraid that 

1t has become dread:rull.7 militaristio. Everybody is talkina 

war preparing tor •r in Russia. Outside ot my h tel 

window in Moscow there •• a little open spaoe, and bile 

I was there a target was set up there and troa early morning 

until sundown a Red soldier was trainina Russian. b07a and 

girl• 111 ahooting,--and that soea 011 1n everJ tom and 

-11-



village in Russia 
• 

They are oonvinced--or the lea ere have convinced 

the Russian people, that the nations ot Europe, specially 

England and France, 111 not permit Russia to sue ceed; they 

will overthrow and crush the present Russian government at 

the first opportunity. It they are right, it the nations 

ot astern Burope will undertake a war against Russia in 

order to diotate to the Russian people hat their form ot 

government shall be, they 1111, to my mind, be committing 

ae oolosaal a blunder as they oommitted in 1914'; tor the 

Bolshevik people are counting upon another world war such 

as we had to place them in the sad le ot halt the orld. 

The last war enabled thElll to seize control ot Russia, to 

establish tlemselvea tor a short per1o of time in Hung~ry, 

and to oome very near auooess in Germany. Another world 

war, with all its attendant deprivaticms and impoverish-

ment■ and horrors, 1s just the thing they are a1t1ng tor 

to put thm in oontrol ot halt the oountries ot Europe. 

There are oert n plagues hioh make heudway only 

when a people is deticient 1n vitality aa a result ot tamine 

a other un-toward ciroumatancea, and there a.re certain 

hurttul, desolating ideals hich spread like a plagUe 

among peoples onlJ' when those people have beooma 1mpovar1ahed 

by the horrara an the deprivatian.s ot •r• which are never 

their o making. 

I should like to say a word about the oonditiona 

people in Russia. I tound 1ew1ah lite in Ruaala 

-11-



• 

• 

nry muoh disorganized end broken up, but by no means 

orushed. Eoonomioally the J'e ish people in Rua.;>la sutte red 

perhaps more than the rest ot the population, bee 1uae so 

many ot our people in Russia, as els be re, ere merchant a 

or tr dera and were engage in 1mporta and exports, in 

oamneroe, and the oammmil!lt gonrnment deolassed them all, 

deprived th ot their trade, ot their stores, s

possesaed than or their capital, impoverished them and 

threw them out upon poverty am uneraploynent I hundreds 

ot thousands of them had to ahoose between manual labor, 

whioh waa not plentitul, and agriaultural work, for which 

they we not prop red, tor hich they are not equipped, 

and atarvat1cn. Thousands ot th starved. Many ot thElll 

aOUght aatety and re:ruge in rioul.ture, and an organiza-

tion was built up in Russia to toeter the aettlenEnt ot 

Ruaaian J'ewa upon the soil. e here in Amerioa, through 

the 1o1nt D1atr1but1on Committee, have contributed large 

swu ot money tor the reliet or· the Russian people, tor the 

J'ewa upon the soil. In the last tour or tive years some 

80,000 souls have been settled in aeven dlstinot Ngiona

mostly in Southern Russia and 1n the Cr •--settled upon 

the so 11, and many a J'e has been absorbed in the industrial. 

lite ot the country, and a lareJt DWllber ot them ha,e been 

absorbed into the govenunental positions ot Russia. 

So that today Russian Jewry present• thia 

oompoaitiont there are in Russia today about t o and three

tourths llillion .Tewa; there are 200,000 1 approximatel7, 
~~---"~t--



heada ot tamiliea; a mlllian or them are enga d in 

government positiana ot one kind or another, either 

political or oommeroial. Anyone m manages a government 

store ls a government employee. And so a million J'ewa 

derive their sustenance trom emplOl'bBnt in governnent 

position.a. About a halt a million ot them are wi-a t they 

oall in Russia ••• --laborers in their own righta,-

tailors, cobblers, masons,--not anployed by t:te govem

ment but carrying on their aotiv1ty in their own stare. 

About a hal:r a million of them are wl:a t is known as • . . --
the new eoonor.do policy men, that is, the ne traders ho· 

have oome up sinoe the Bolshev1k1 were oompelled to re

introduce private trade in Rua ia.. And about 175,000 ot 

J'ews a.re on the soil. That a count s tor bout 2 1 175,000, 

and that leaves unaccounted tor some 576,000 J'ewa ho have 

no visible or permanent source ot income. And they present 
. . 

a ver, sad, a very tragic taotor in Rua a181l lite today. 

Oulturall:,, religiously, the oond1t1on ot the 

Jew in Russia today is not good. Tre Russian government, 

as you ell know, 1s hostile to religion. It is dls-

tinotly and avowedly anti-religious. In the publio sohoola 

it teaohe■ tm little children atheism and oontampt tor all 

toms and eapreas1ons ot religion. Religious observanoe 

on the part of men and women 1a permitted; that is, a man 

1• allowed to go to a Dhuroh or a aynagogue,bUt no publio 

1natruotion. ot children under eighteen is pemitted. so 

oommunity baa the privilege ot building up 
~~ 



or ot opening up a religious school. The tather alone is 

permitted to teaoh hia ohild religion or Bebrew,--a one

aided policy, a aed1eval policy, but a policy very strict

ly entarced in Russia. But Russian Jewish lite is hardy 

and the Russian J"ewa are not yielding to this policy, hioh 

spells the doom ot J'udaism in Russ a, and so th' :-e has 

sprung up in Russia a network ot subterranean schools, 

arano aohoola, where in secret Jews are teaching their 

ohildren their taith. 

I read this message whioh was published in our 

newspapers a tew daya ago trom Russia: "A sentence ot six 

months imprisonment was imposed and later commuted ·to a 

tine ot 50 ruble■ on the looal rab i or the town Romn1, 

diatriot ot PoltaTa. The rabbi char d with teaching 

religion to Jewish ohildreJl und r sixteen. It u charged 

that tha rabbi kept the children in the local Beth Hamidraab 

{the synagogue) behind olosed windows and looked door , 

where he ins truoted them in the Bible and the One 

ot the three s:ynagogues in Kutelne, Zzitomir, was aeiz d 

by the orkera and will be converted into an artisan■' olub." 

Synagogues and ohurches have be n contiaoated by 

the over nt and many ot them turned into cluba. In 

llosoow tllere was a little synagogue whioh had been in 

exiatenoe tor a generaticm. They oocupied small quartera. 

The Russian comm1a ar lntmmed thsa one day the7 ould 

have to JDOTe or have to p&J' a tantaatloal, exorbitant rental, 

wh1oh the• poor people ~~=~ r 
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thrown out ot their little synagogue, and they moved over 

to the only large synagogue in oso01r wbioh has not been 

oontisoated; but oot willing to loae their identity, their 

hiator1o identity, wishing to remain intaot until tm 

•torm blo ed over, they were aotually meeting in the 

anterocn in the corridor or this big synagogue under the 

stairway; and when I visited that synagogue one a:rternoon 

I round th1a little congregation neeting under this stair

way in the anterocm ot the synagogue in t io groups, --one 

studying the Talmud and the other studying ethios; and I 

round in the group studying eth1os a yoo.ng 1ew, th the 

brilliant glow ot the myatio in his eyee-a nne, upstand

ing young Russian Jew, wbo said to ma, "OU:r last refuge 

today is the synagogue, and we ill by it aa our 

tathera did in the ddle ea." He was the founder ot 

a new movement known aa the " "--the glory 

ot youth•--the new mOTement amons Russian Jewish youth to 

draw them. oloaer to the synagogue aa the at reruge ot 

lewish lite in Russia. 

I reoe1 ved daily the Yid 1sh newspaper hioh 1• 

published 1n Moscow, the Cannuntat newspaper bioh is known 

as 'Der Emeaa --The Truth, and the last tew days I bad bean 

reading e 1 torials 1n this anti-religioua, Communiat Jewish 

paper, the editorial• oomplaine that the hold ot the 

.Tewiah holiday• ot Roah Haahonah and Yea Kippur wu still 

ao strong upon the J'ews ot lloaoow that during the last 

holid&Jll people paid u high •• a hundred rublea--whioh 1• 
~~~~~= 
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• 

titt7 dollar• in our 

a eynagogue. 

• ioan money--to obtain a aeat in 

so that in spite or the anti-religious J'e ish 

program going on in Russia, not only againat Judaism but 

against Christianity, religion seems to hold its own. 

Near the walls ot the Kremlin I tound this sign ohillled 

in the atone: "Religion is the opium ot the people"-put 

there by the Bol.sbav1lc1. But ten steps a ay there as a 

aaored shrine at the very entranoe to the Red uare, which 

is the heart or Russia, aul that aaored shrine was crowded 

day and night with orsh1ppera. 

It is interesting to watoh this modern struggle 

between organized rel~ion and or anized anti-religion, 

and it is interesting to watch t e outoome ot this struggle. 

Zionism ia banned in Russia. It is x-e arded as oounter

reTolutionary. A Zionist organization oannot be 

registered 1D Russia. Anti-Semitism is on the 1noreaae, 

strange to say. 0:ttioially the J'e in Russia enjoys 

absolute equality with the non-Jew; there are no dia

orimlnaticna Oftioially against t.he Jew ot Ru ala, but 

there ia an unoftioi 1, a popular anti-Semitism in 9iaa1 

aa elNwbere, and this has so grown that the ottio1ala ot 

the Cammu1et party have been oompelled to take measure• 

reoently to ohealc the anti-Simi tlo tee ling which 1• neep

ing onr Russi • And Ule ant1-Semit1am 1• to be tound even 

in the higheat ranks ot the Communlat party 1 t■elt. R 17, 

reasons tor ant1-Sealt1 

-1,-



eoonom:tc on.ea. 

I left Russia, :r.t-1ends, with a tew olear ideas 

fixed in my mind. First ot all, that the pao1noat ion ot 

the world cannot be achieved without the pao1t1oation ot 

Russia end its absorption into the oonoert ot nat1ona. 

You oannot keep a nation ot 140 millions ot people 

permanently- quarantined and isolated withou.t atteoting 

the stability ot the well-being ot all tbe surrounding 

peoples. My aeoond oonviction was this: that it 

oonuamism tailed in RU.ssia it tailed not beoauae or any 

external pressure but beoause ot the inherent policy ot 

aomrrn1nism, and 1t the present day ate.ta o~pitalism ot 

Russia 1a to tail it will tail not beoause or any outside 

press re which will be put onto the Russian people, but it 

will tail because of its 1i1heren.'b tallao1ea. It it does 

not fail, it state oap1tul1sm ie more eoonomioel and prove■ 

to ' e more efficient tlLan our own oompetit1w,pr1vate 

oap1tal1at1o sya,Elll, then tbe world ought to know it an4 

we all ought to benetit b7 it. 

There is nothiDS inherently sacred in one 

eoonam1c system. or 1n another. From the point o't view ot 

morality', ot abatraot moral 1deal1ma, it matters very little 

whether the title to thi• lll1ne ar to thia taot017 1a veate4 

in an 1nd11'1dual ar e. oorporaticn, or aooperat1ve, or tba 

state. The lJIIPQffan t thiJIS ia I does tha, part1oular 

sya'8a yield the moat ot aooial well .. be1ng'l That 1a the 

, .. ,, 
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Russia needs the rl4; the world needs ussia. 

The present rulers ot Russia aeam to have established a 

de taoto government; they seem to have stablished law and 

order in that government. Moa, ot the nations ot tbB 

orld have reoogn1zed these simple tacts and have acted 

accord1ns].y. They have iven of'1'1oial reoognit1on to the 

Russian government. The Dl)re oautioua among them only 

extended oomneroial alliances r1th Russia. our own 

country has ne neither. In my humble opinion it should 

at once establish otfioial OOJIID8rcial relationship 1th 

Russia, looking towards an ultinate recognition or tmt 

government hen our own government will haw satisfied 

1 tselt that the Russian govermnem is aontent to attend 

to its own business without in rtering in the atta1ra 

ot other peoplea. 

And this is my last ocmT oticm. 1oh I have 

brought with me trom Rua ia1 that the way ot national 

aalvatiaa. still lies in popular goverwat and not in 

olasa dictatorship. whetmr that ictatorship be the 

dictatorship ot Lenin or that ot solini. They re both 

banetul.1 they are both pria1t1ve in teohniques th y are 

both grounded in toroe; they have both been weighed 1n the 

balanoe at h1ato~ and found wanting. Both ot them oar17 

w1 thin themselves the seeds ot ~ir own deatruotion. 

DU10ora07 1• slow; demoorao 7 is o her same ; 

d mooraoy 1■ taultJ. but o ls tba whole ot l'\1P18D prosre••• 

The Kingdom ot God aome'h Dot in ha 
-~--=-
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mankind 11USt first travel the hard road ot truatraticm. 

and de:teat and deferment before they oan reach the halla 

ot tranatiguration. Tm Kingdom cometh not in l aste. No 

Red army and no tasciat legion oan bring it bout. It 1• 

the people themselves, burdened with the responsibilities 

or their o treedcn, enlightened by increasing kno ledge 

derived traa increasing experience; it 1s the people 

themselves, the masses ot the people, bruised by their 

o mistakes, enoou d by their own v1otor1ea,--it 1e 

th people themselves who must, slowly and paintully but 

nevertheless steadily and assuredly, make their ay to the 

kingdom o~ juatioe and truth and tree •• 

Between the ~s of Lenin an the ays ot 

Linooln we may still in ooDrid o ohoose the way ot 

Linooln. Between the ways ot solin1 and he ways ot 

Stalin and Kalin, and the ways of oodrow 1lson, we 

may still oontidently ohooae the alow, d liberate, 

dittioult, damooratio •Y ot oodrow ilaon. 
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