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L CTURE ~ ABBA HILL~L SILV.uH, 

GIVEN Olf 

SUNDAY, 

AT 

_m TEMPLE, 

CL .,LA.ND, OHIO. 

TH ROL Qr. ISRAEL L TIB cr~rT ORLD, 

(>UBBI SILV ... : hen the tribes of Israel 

emerged from the desert of Arabia, which as 

their original home, as ell as the original 

home of all the Semitic people, BJ1d appeared on 

the frontier of Palestine or Canaan, bent upon 

i ta oonquee t--in other wordJ t!Jien the tribee 

of Israel first appe red on the scene of history, 

(the anoient orla--the world lying bet een the 

ile and the l!:uphrates dominated by the to 

great empires of .. gypt end Babyloni0the anoient 

world as already very old in history and very 

far advance in civizilation. 

~he firet historic intimations e have 

of our ancestors come to us from the so-called 
,~~ 
~1 tablets, tablets ioh ere discovered 

in 1887 near the banks of the Nile in central 

-1-



• 

gypt and which date from the fi:fteenth century 

be:fore the common era. ~ome of these tablets 

are in the form of le ttera hi ch ere sent to 

the kings of ~gypt who ruled in ~gypt in the 

:fifteenth cent ry from their officials and 

vassals in Palestine, and these letters tell 

of a group o:f marauding tribes kno1n as the 

Hebre s ho had appeared on the frontiers of 

Palestine and ~ho threatened the dominion of 

gyp .; in P leetine. 

'his ae in the fifteenth century before 

the ccmmon e0 By that tfme both ~gypt and 

Babylonia had developed 

gre!l.t empir~, ~'he plain 

re t ci vizi lati oru and 

ot the ile andtthe 

Ti ris and the Euphrates ere dotted ith temples 

and cities) The commerce ot these tvo great 

empires had spre d to the furthermost p rts of 

the then kno orld. ''heir arts and their 

literature had re ched a high ,igree ot ~ • 
~~ ~. ''he :femte/"'•scoveries of orks of 

art in the tomb of 'J.'u tankhamen h&•i:: gPt a:2 ~ 

~hmr!'1'=~--Bt~~~..-~~-r1~1Tmtt:::~~t 

An a t he pyrami 

e:fore this time. 

thous nd yeA rs 
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The oode of Hammurabi, the code of 
l ,;, 

Babylonian oivil and criminal law which/\H -

murabi'!:i,ld compiled, date from the twenty-second 

century before the common era and gives evidence 

of a very highly developed legal system com-
U-

ays to the legal system~::
J 

~ 
ee,t;1ception of our race as an 

historic race on the scene of history does 

not coincide with the c~nception of the races 

of a.ntiqui t y as great historic Our 

people as a rather late arriv l on the scene 

of history. 

Id ell upon this point in order to enable 

you to form a more accurete idea of the actual 

role hich Israel played in the ancient orld. 

civizilation nd r~FJ;_ 
srael found an old ~orld and made 

it ne • 

so much in the creation of ne values~~"""' 
~ t1re' 

eclefit wo1 :M but in "'the transvalua.ti on ... .C:.,'1Jna ltt&s 

-M the &:!'lei en t w &£la. It found much that as 

good in the ancient orld and adopted it. It 

found much that ~as not good and rejected it. 

The originality of our people is to e discov-



( 

I 

ered not so much in the creation of something 

out of nothin --a M. by the y, hich is 

, but in 

forms intone forms, in 

heritage hie h 

orld. 

from the ancient 

1he land of anaan into hich our people 

came ero'ttt"ld the fifteenth and fourteen centuries 

as the home of an old race of 'anaa.nites.-.~aR& 

as also them eting place of 
Ul(A 

m9.Ily cultures, for 
1
Palestine 

natural high ay of the lear ~aet,.-:attd:~~l.llf! 

. caraven-f(high ay hie connect,A~ 

the ] i le ~ y on-ia in es o otamia. 

o that alestine, frCJil 

ASpi s and ~ .... t cultures, a clearing house of 

ideas, as 
tL 

as /'battle 

Io ur anc eet or~ com 

here they had lived for countless centurios 

end cycles of time unknown to history)came into 

this meeting ground of p eoplee ana 

1th ne ideas 
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tion and ne superstition and ne, religion 

and ne manners an/ th imp ct 
~ -~~-.a--

dvanced 

civilization ~hi ch they encountered almost 

assimilated them. It i ... rule in history 

that the lov er ci i lizati on al vays ~uccum s 

to the hi her civilization, even if the lo er 

civilization is represented by a conquering 

people. ~ ;::-(he tribes of I rael,~ruw ,~ 

c me to t .ke 

anaani ti h ,orld an~ ci vi lizati on1 

f these tribe had not posee~eed some 

inherent strength of their o .. !f , some 

rre 0 

1ould have 11-ea=~.0Ul~~41~-e-t2:bffire-r,z-urn the 

civilization into . ich they had come__. ..-,::i.u~,y 

ould have :~:1n ...... -~ to hietory only s~~ 

the hilistines, the monites, 

the mmorites and .wd omi tea, races . thic h lived 

had their day nd C as ea to 

But, these disunited tr hie 

had come 
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,,~1 
~-something which no amount of ass imi lat 1 on 

and dilution could destroy, something inherent, 

N-e--&W!l-~~Jt.l~~.-ili"Tf, which refused to yield 
0,,-,.. 

to the influences about it; 

destined to mak ~that group 01: tr1.oes a people 

which car~ed a new highway for civilization, a 

people which 

eclipsed the and Babylonia. 

t 

po er '1 hich this group of tribes possessed 

a degree superior to tha t of any other people 

in antiouity as not scientific or military 

or !)hiloa ophic or 883thetic. 

excelled in none of thee. 

ur ancestors 

ur anc est ors 

ori nal contri-

bu ti ons i ther to scientific thought or to 

military technioue or to philosophic theory or 

It 

religion that 

realm of ethics snd 

he gAat,-t ori inality, the creative 

original it 

found in 

people, i to be 

r amazing s ensi ti veness t ·o ethical 
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values, and in spiritual 

and religious insight . 

o, all peoples of antiouity ere 

religious. They al 1 had their temples and 

of tiouity at almost every point, and, yet, 

a.mon no people in the ancient orld did 

reli ion ecoma so much matter of the inner 

life of 

All peoples in tiquity pos~essed codes 

of ethics la 

no people in antiquity 

t ere 

as amon the people 

of Israel. 

~ aligion in th~ ancient ,orld and rali ioue 

practices ere looked u on as very importa t, 

as supremely import nt. lhy? In order to 

retain the ood i 11 of the ~ty d to avoid 

disaster. But, in Israel reli ·on became an 

end in itself, •the ~upreme nrivilege and go 1 

of human life, as ·1e shall 

as 

supremely important as a meas of pres rving 

la~ and order,-.. s oci 1 

J?:. 11Y~ ~7-
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a driving 
pvt 

impulse for social ref o rrnati on, 

more perfect ~ ..,.:;'"i"", • 

~~.m-~-lJ~c;-s-i~T:tng-1:i~~4-~~he 

Od 9 kingdom, 

• 

r fore

fathers came into the ancient orld ith a 

very simple and a vor y stron faith in a 

Jreator 

;vas r 

on ·1as 

ta ritualism, 

pomp and ceremony 1 

1.!.'heir fa.i th 

stron and simple faith 

asserted itself even fter those tribes c e 

into Canaan d ere in a nger of bee omin 

~ieJ1zoa a~ corru ted by the glitter and pomp 

and ceremony nd the hi he t immoralit rhich 

atte ded the orehip of the 'anaanitieh d~tia➔ 
== 
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----tie re arose aznon 

a.nd farmer 

which ere 

They told them , in the fi ret place , ot 

to yield to 

the su#cratitio s of the he~then , not to be 

afr id of the signs of hea. n , not to have 

recourse tom ic and di ina~ion , the super 

stition~ hich none of the re t reli i o a of 

antiquity ever as able to free itself 

:.L'hey told them not to ... eek God 

n i a.ge . ad 

thi~ morning the chapter of th prophet Jeremiah 

h re he refers to the 1 the ork of m , made 

b the hand d C ning skill of 

~ 
They told them that God not be orehipped 

through any .physical intermediary; th t od is 

- 9 -
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Spirit and, therefore, can be vorshipped only 

in the spirit. 0d they told the peo le, dra -

ing their inspiration from the faith hich had 

come to them out of the great desert orld in 

~hich they had lived, they told the people not 

to think of God as a physical phenomenon, ae tho 

sun or the moon or the storm or the cave or the 

fire, ut to think of od rather as 

of all ph sical phenome a· 
" 

t (; a to think of 'od there-

for as o e, the sup erne po ere. d the supreme 

ind of t human race. 

nd , 1 st ly, t hey t o t eir people to 

think of God ot onl aQ the ource of all phys

ical phenome.a in the unive se but also as the 

s cu ce of all spiritual phenomen , as the so roe 

of mor lity; to think of od as th_ source of 

oodnes d ·us tice d truth and love. ' 'hey 

tol their people that od mu t be or hipped 

not through 

or the offerin of gifts, but 

life, th 

religion 

of th soul. they 

cannot be coerced ,, 
by magic or be uiled by sacrifices.--',.f'pfi~-

to m 1 not thro h 

-10-
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ceremonials but thro h 

of one ma to his fello 

relationship 

idea as revolutionary in the 

anci ent orld. It as as revolutio ary as the 

14.§.a_ ..Q.!4 .tl..aJ..a:£..QJ..ut,a:-brr-=~ th earth aroun the 
/t 

sun as orld hich had for 

the old Ptolemaic s ystem. 

It ras as revolutio ary as Harvey's di co ery 

of the circuls.ti on of blood. It a.a a complete 

revolution in th spiritual and in the relig iouA 

thi king o:f • ~
1he cient orld 

had reli i on, eli ion 9.S ... omething 

e external. tt r of 

certain ac t s hicn broug ht 

" about eeired results. 
/. 

( 'he e e iri tual ideas bro ht e. ne revela-

t 1 on tom kind that religion ha nt>thin to 

do ·1th pomp and ritual and care onial acts ut 

it is completely and t irel y matt er of 

spiritual oxpreasion of the inner life of man, 

a matter of tho soul of man at its hi hest 

ex ... reQsin itself 1n the nobl st ty e of conduct 

in social 

simple 

f 1th ich e.s destined to all 

-11-



the -a.ataoa •Md pagan faiths of enti ~ui ty 
( 

and to epoch in tho spiritual ~ 

of the human race, but they also csme 

with a stron love of freedom ~~m~quality, 

Thefi' civilization tin~ r;:;;::;{f; as a ✓} ~ 
• • IJ_ p_os s e~ed ~ of .the 

refinements ~f';:; v:::.1,,1,'l dill01!~~ 

the glitter of the great civilizations of the 

~1 Tl!'.f':& i 8!}8 eith.e1 01 1 t !! oppz e~! 1 ette Md ii,e 

~;;.p..,,.-'U.~..i-.--t,n~( Their simple,uaR civilization 

built upon human slavery 

~be»e are no oppressors~ 

l"'.ktod tb.raugb the 1au1te1e ages ln-

y 1 fe, 

very man kn e hie 

rights and as jealous o:f bis rights, a.s jealous 

o:f his dignity as a human being, .SVery man ,as 

loyal to his tribe and his kinsmen and protected 

them in their rights and avenged their rrongs. 

the re. of the ~~~~"""4~ 
.Acd- hen these tribesl'_came to 

-12-
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~ 
/"encountered a civ111zati on which as richer • 

grander by far, but whioh had 

peopl 

the new 

truggle there 

rights end social 

the charter of 

The ancient ruled largely by 

despots and tyrants. ' 'he masses of the :people ~ 

~ no rights. ~he kings ere worshipped as 

di vine beings. The mas e ves 

cWill o:f the t3rasts. Amon th trib 

,e-e~me--&~-i,O"O"'i1Ti~~~u:.2:~l royality was . 
instinotively--sus11eoted r1glat ir;m 1'he very ata1t:t,,, 

They had no kinge ~B iae ~eae~t and 1hen they 

came to Canaan they wanted no kins and had none 

for c enturiea. 

It .,,as only when 1,::be emergency forced them 

to unite 

emergency which ae brought about by the invasion 

of t~ine people, that they came to , ... 
their prophet Samuel and said, "Give us a king. 

-13-
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Set a kin"" over ua" . .J;nfl 1L!J.1 a.muel the 

ho repre

anius of the race told the 

people, "lhy do you ~ant a king? hy do you 

want a ruler to oppress you, to exploit you, 

to make your sons and daughters his servants 

and slaves? You are free men. ....-i,..,, .,j eal oua l 

t t&-
" 

finally got their kin they 

\fer surrendered their /i ghts to their ruler. 

~'lltC....h.,..enever their rule rs ! ~ .... -"stepped the b ou.ndaries J 

qa.=11111~e rebelled he 

prophets ere never afr~id of the rulers. Nathan 
I ' and ~ 7t-<P 

defied\' avi1/laa1:aK defied I- ha 

I~ Zedekiah. ihe kings of Israel ere.s;S;•v

were just as muoh subject to the moral la as 

their subj eats. 

hunger for freedom, ana so they set 

could sell 

Arlt! /(i-:,one 

o Israelite 

himself in perpetuity as a ia.ve. 

who loved his ma.st er so much that he 

wished to become his slave in perpetuity, 

him the law in Bxodus prescribed that he ae 

to be taken to the door post of the house in 

the sight of ~ man an ve his ear bored 

-14-
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/-

as a mark of degradation and shame. 

• 

lo , this love of freedom as a ne note 

in the ancient world. It a.a one of the 

crune ou 
(i ~ ,,_ 

~ ;· dignity 

upon the rights of every human bein , the rights 

of the employee as against the employer, the 

right 

right. 

that 

ect as againet the king--yea, the 

od. Very often the 

e o once 

men int 

of thous 

thSlL- & man 

ona =J:iteutttre. an ma e in the image o:f 
J'-

Bod life is sacred and inviolable, 

aot 7 rang ana i:njuetioe perpetrated 

-16-
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against human b·e1ngs is not only a violation 

of the law of society but it is a Violation 

of the law of God. It ie eaori lege; it is 

blasphemy. It thwarts life; it thwarts the 

right of ma which gives human beings the 

privilege of developing themselves to the high

est and fullest and realizing the God that is 

in him~ 
,, 

,., 6t exal tea conception of man, 

srael's supreme be 

mankind. 

of Israel 

he prophets 

oaue e of the wid owe , 

the po or, the 

thi de.y do you find such e.1.oquent, euoh 

exalted su h magnifioent championing of dlll~ 

a.&1Mll~f human rights, the rights of every 

strangely enough this s lf-oenter a 

people- for, most of the tribes in the desert 

y muo h e elf-cant ered--r y 

other 

~ -h· 
- anau.gb 

ae inhersitly hos gely 

-16-
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in the o irole of 1 ts goodwill the hole of 

mankind • Just as their God o eased t o be 

Qj the tr 

extended beyond their f-1 h and kin, 

b h-o.me&-, and 

embraced all the child ran of God ,.;wi,{·# 011de1fttl,. 

embraoe o-t love. 

Are 

Goa created 

treacherously o against the 

too, my friena, a revolutionary 

idea. In the anci every manrbelong 
~::::::> 

to another people 

'l'he stranger 

as not lovea. The stranger was an 

Israel embraced within 

• 

Ye shall not ppresa the stranger for ye ere 
,, 

etr ngers in the land ot ~gypt. 

golden ~ay yet to oome when nations will beat 

-17-
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their swords into ploughshares and there wti¼ 

be no mor There is in this something 

even more than a_.. vision for peace. The 

ancient world was static. The ancient world 

was either satisfied with things as they were 

or had learned to sa.tisf itself with conditions 

as thJY vrere. 

with things as they were M:11" always looking 

e!td eeettrer order of society. 

projected a Messianic day, a yin ultimate 

a.ffai rs which is not today or tomorrow nor a. 

millennimn hence, but a aa.y hich is always 

receding as we advance near er to it, a day whic- h 

tantalizes us to faster ciimbing, always 

improving and alway.. perfecting ourselves) 

If I were, then, to sum up the role of 

Israel in the ancient world I would say(that 

Israel played the most significant and the most 

importsnt role of any other people in the ancient 

world. It was a revolutionary role revol-

utionized tholh•apiri tual and moral • 1 * or 

values of the ancient orld. (rt took i t8 dreads, 

it took its beliefs and took 1 ts practices and 

threw them into the crucible of its geniue an4 
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mixed eno/ refined end purified th EIII a.nd ~ve 

back to mankind a new faith, ~:...a.-....:..1::ILUI~~ set 

of concepts touching divinity and touching 

humanity. 

t gave to mankind 

.aGr-&d l'¼ ga-t hi..ab.-U,jWi-~~~-.. t he t e:x t and 

charter of human justice, of social right-

of a pioneer, the role fa prophet challenging, 

calling, chiding the h n race to advance, to 

knock o::f the shackles o ignorance, of super

stition, to $et forth up a great pilgrimage 

to the dwelling place of ife and of truth and 

of goodness . 

This ae the role of ur people in the 

In my next lecture we hall see that 

its genius did not spend it elf in this great, 

titanic effort of revolutio izing the ancient 

orld; that 1 t as able to arr7 on and to 

influence the civil iz at i on f mankind far 

thousands of years there aft r. ext 98k we 

shall speak of the in:f luenc of Israel upon 

Christianity and Islam and hammedanism. 
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