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RABBI ABBA HIILEL SILVER. 

!.!!! TmlPLE, SUNDAY MORNmG, 

DECEMBER !, 1927, CLEVELAND, .Q.. 



• 

• 

-

In the first lecture of our series, ,hen 

I spoke of the Role of Israel in the c i en t ·, or 1 d, I 

endeavored to point out t:at Israel transformed the 

religious and tJ. e moral standards of the ancient 10rld; 

that it --ave humanity a ne rr concept of God as One, as the 

source of all physical phenomena as well as of all spiritual 

phenomena; that Israel waged relentless warfare upon super

stition and idolatr: 1h • c ... engulfed t e anc ent world, and 

that Israel gave to mankind a code of priv te and public 

et ics, of national and international et·.1cs, based upon 

justice, love and peace, which is to tl is day this code, 

the foundation of at we call civilization. 

of Israel to 

In my second lectu e , on tL.e ontri bution 

istianity, I pointed out t. t Israel g ve 

C istianity its three essential elerents. It ave 

Christianity tbe personalitr of Jesus; it ve ..,h-istianity 

its ible•--without thich C istianity is inconceivable-

and it ave to hristianity its system of ethics and 

morality. 

This morning I wish to spe .. on the 

vOntribution of Israel to ... :oh edanism and t e Role hich 

Israel. pla ed int e iddle ·es . 

In the seventh century, just as in the first 

century when Israel 1 fluenced Christi ni ty, t e mi.d of 

Israel 1 s v r ctive, v· orous, and t e race as far from 
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~ decadent. 

Arabia, the land 

lived in that areat world of 

world from 

the west 

romance, the 

the peoples of 

Tle Arabs in the seventh century were 

heathens and ido:t worship::pers. Loha.'tll..rned appeared as a 

religious leader among them. He, 

eir 

idolatry and their superstition and to orship only t e 
I 

one spiritual God . 

.:ohammed ave these millions of people a nevi 

faith, stirred their racial consciousness as it had never 

been ·stirred before, and set them upon a career of conquest, 

spiritual and physical., which it in the short ~ ace of a 

hundred ears brou ht t ern. t t, - shores of the . tlantic . 
and to the frontiers of China ana. Inclia. 

Je rish teachi • 

ohammed was greatl.y influenced by Jews and 

here were Jews in Arabia from earliest 

tiue.s. T ey lived t' ere; t .. ey had many settle nts there . 

. any Je rish tribes lived in Arabia at the time of .... ohammed . 

.Jewish travelers bent on commerce passed through 

Syria,~ Babyl.on, rro.µi Palestine, gypt . 

abia from 

.Io ham.med 

learned from these Jewish travelers and from these Jewish 

neighbors . e learned bout Judaism; he learned about too 

.Je,ish faith in the one God; he learned about the heroes 

-,iiW-wlfl..w..1..u.t.:u......i...1..1...~o~fL.~it~--=>- ~....._.-..~ Koran, 

Revelations which he ave to his people, 

which has become too 
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every page you will find traces, 

Jewish thought and Jewish history. 

of 

Hoharnmed' s concepti o of the one God--:'There 

is no God but "--is just a ~w-t-~.... sl.ogan of' the 
• 

declaration of/ t;ai th of Israel-- tHear O Israel, t he Lord 

God, the Lord is One." The concept of Divinity 

Uohamme d gave to his people--God is One, spiritual, 

all-powerful, transcendent--is tru<:en over in toto from 

Judaism, and insofar as this God concept has become the 

in.fluencing another vast segment of humanity in its 

spiritual life and thought. 

M:oharnme d traced t he origin of t he Arab 

peoples to braham, t hrough Abrah 's son Ishmaei, and 

thereby he established a racial contact bet1een his people 

and Israel, just as Christianity through tle personality 

of Jesus est4bli she d a racial contact 1th Israel . 
. 

The early .Iohammedans when they worshipped 

use d to turn tleir faces to Jerusalem and not to ecca, 

thereby indicating that they looked upon Jerusalem as the 

source of' their own faith, even as t h ey looked to braham 

as the progenitor or their race. The Koran tells many of 

the stories which we find in our Bible, which recount the 

history of the heroes and the prophets of Israel as they 

were embellished later on by the _idrash and the Talmudic 

law. 

-3-



organization of the J,.1ohamneda church was modele d after 

Mohammedanism, as you undo btedly know, has no pope and 

no priests. 

Judaism after t he dest 

and no priestly caste 

democratic religion, just as 

ction of thelem le had no pope 

m ay be s aid o be another daughter relig·on of 

Judaism_~en ·.Iohammedanism arose in t e seventh c e ntury :/Jr, k 

=urope was already beginning to sink into w tare nown 

as t he Dark ·ges. Rome fell before t he barbarian invasions 

in 476. The classic epoch comes to n end. The ,hole 

Graeco-noman world now become s su mer 0 ed under these 

ceaseless tidal waves of barbarian invasions. The great 

culture, the beautiful culture, of the an cient worid is 

soon completely forgotten. Ignorance and superstition set 

in. The Goth and the Hun and t e Vandal and t he Lombard 

now rule in ruthlessness over Europe. Fear d insecurity 

fall upon t he peoples of Europe and the night, the long, 

dark nig' t of the r.Iiddle es, which lasted close onto a 

thousand years, now falls upon Europe. 

While the sun is setting in the est it is 

rising in the ast where these Arab people live; for the 

Arabs w0:r0 net en'imie& of learn 1u.s; they were not barbMians; 

tQQY were Dot rntQlee::s destto,ere, 'Plley. loved learning; 

they fast red it. They established universities; they had 
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~ the learning of the ancient §reeks translated for 

them 'ey Syrians a11d PePsian aBd ifsw allQ blal- .gaelapa., 
~ 

-They added to that accumulated learning; they devoted 

themselves to phil.osophy, ~ma.thematics, '"'h-e-.physics, ~ 
~ 

medicine, ~I.aw, 'tfj- astronomy. A great revival of 

learning ~ place in the wlieibe Eastern world, and for 

five hundred years, from 750 to 1250, it is the East which 

is the repository of civilization and not the Vlest. The 

West is passing through its deepest gl.oarL of the Dark es. 

The East is carrying on the culture and the civilization 

and.,_ the nohJ e trad1ti9fts of the ancient world. 

It ueli for the Nordics of our day, who 

arrogate unto e peoples of Horthwestern Europe all 

superiority of 

:five hundred 

and sou1, to realize the fact that 

before the peoples of Northwestern 

whom they h d in such :Lowly regard today were the monitors 

of the 

~ - H)~ 
lived principally in Arab countries--Babylonia, Syria,...dl_... 

Palestine, ffl Northern Africa, :-:~u-;,:-~n,. 

We been eonqlier6d 'by the Araosz~, tri,.g,, xeactad 

to~-i:nrlturaI sii1nula111Mr of the :liora'e wepl,Q.. They ~-::n ~ M 
~ 

Arebi.e I they "beg&R tg w1 lt9e Arabic; ~y attende-4 

~abie sghools of leaming;,....~he y exchanged ideas with the 

Arabs. / 
.Arui fl"om the:1' ti.lll& OD the re '.f,eg1ns in Jewi e k life ..-
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'Jr:QJe.J::_: :_::_~:!!.~':-=.-:.:~~:.~""i~t..~~-aQ..ia-~,_ t_he re is ;_rec a Sa, he.re.. is 

Moses Maimonides. \ A_/-1. of them 

lived in Arab envi:onm.ents, reacted to the ,cultural 

stimulation of their world, and added to the culture which 

they derived from 

Jews came in contact not alone with the cultured Arabs but 

with the unlettered Christians of Latin Europe. In many 

localities they lived side by side with the Christian 

peoples of Europe,--in Ital.y, for example; in Spain. 

e Jews were the great t~avelers of 

the Middle Ages bent on trade. 
I 

c omne rce between the Orient and the 0cc ident . They were 

the commercial people of the Biddle Ages.....--1~:r-eo- ui te 

, ~~M'4~ naturally they oecame not alone t he com -ercial -e&?Yi&Ps 

of the Middle •ges but~e intellectual. and cu1.ture.I ,:;.l;.~ 

carrts!IS as well.. ThQy became rmea ial?ies--'betwe-en 

the .A.r..ab world and t1 I.ati.n rld Qr Western r;, "6 ~ ,,.,_, 
!}~~ the channels through which the learning of ~Arabs/-~ 

~~ into "'le stern Europe, and prepared the day for the re-

awakening of the peoples of Europe, for the-ia :wa Renais-

sance._, ,-thel 
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Betore verr long 1lil a jews, who knew the 

Arabic culture, •d tbemfare al ue ihe eeie&t G:s.:eek 

caltuze"were asked to translate the works ot the Arabs 

into Latin • .-d have literally hundreds or works on 

med1c1ne,logio, philosophy, mathematics, whioh #bore jews 

w-
-e& the Middle Ages translated frcm the Arabic, tirst into 

Hebrew and then into ._ Latin .. 9BQ ~ is from these trans

lated works that the peoples ot ]brope became se~ 

~ or the wenie•"11. legacy or the ancient Greeks. It 

is through these translators that they beoame aenaetoua ~ 

again ot ..Lristotle and Plato, ~uclidi. J.t is tbase 

translations that quickened their minds •• :: atter the 

long centuries ot slumber ,allfl 4ecaieBae. * * * 

The greatest or the scholastic teachers 

or the Middle ges was • Thomas Aquinas►~ dominated 

Catho1io thought 

essential thinking to Moses Maimonides, whom he studied 

and whom he quotes. In tact, the whole ot me d1eval 

acholast1o1sm, which is a tem applied to the mode ot 

thought t the Middle Ages, is indebted greatly to the 

work ot the jews or the Middle es. _ 

It is impossible in the sJrt time al.1-:t_t_e_d__... 

to us to enumerate some ot these outstan ng contributions 

ot the Jewa u 1ntermad1ariea between the Rast am the eat. 

It might be ot interest to point to a tew o~ the outstanding 
_,_ 
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oontributiona. Thus there 

twelfth century, who trens 

s the jew ibn Daud in the 

of the Arab 

philosophers, Al 7arab1 and bn Sim, whi oh was universally 

studied in the Middle Ages. 'e also translated the math

emat ioal works or the Persian f J'arabi, an d through this 

translation o-t ibn Daud or the ,work or this Arab, the 

Arabic numerals which are am.ployed today were introduced 
. 

in :Ku.rope tor the r ir st time. Up to that time they had 

been using the so-oalled Raman o Latin numeral.. It was 

through the work of this jew that the Arabic numerals that 

we use today,--1, 2, 3, eto., upon\which our whole science 

o-t mathematics is based today, were introduced. 

There was the J'ew Abraham Bar.J}:11'J1,Who wrote 

on trigonometry in Hebrew, and it 1s through the transla

tion or his work from the Hebrew into the Lat 1n that 

trigonometry was first introduoed in Europe. Tmre was 

the Jew Jacob Anato11o, who translated into the Hebrew the 

works or the great Arab AnlTOes, and translat1 on 

into the Hebrew it passed into the Latin, and Averroes was 

one of the mighty forces ot the soholaatio thought ill 

Europe in this period. 

When J.lphonso X ot Spain wisll d to draw up 

the most pertect astronomioal. tables giving 

planetary movements, he summoned two Jews, Ju ah Cohen and 

Iaaao ben Sie, who drew up what has oome to be known as the 

tamoua .Utonsine Tables, whioh are the basis of modern 

astronomy and which were oonsalted leo and 
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other great astronomers. 'Jbere wa the Jew, tor example, 

who came to be known atter his co version as Peter Altonsie. 

Among other things this man Petr s or Peter wrote a book 

called "The Training School for the Clergy," in which he 

included many of the finest ta les and folk lore ot the 

East. This book was 

vernacular languages 

into that great wonderland 

trom which Chauoer 

slated into many or the 

. Many ot his stories came 

own as the "Gesta Romanorum," 

drew some ot their 

subject matter tor their for their plays. 
'? 

There was he Jew Jaoob ben Markia, who 

translated Euclid tor th benetit ot European peoples; who 

perteoted the quad.rant hich o eme to be known as the quadrant 

quadrant; and who was also responsible 

tor the pertection ot the surveying instrument which came 

tor example, whom soo da OaJm consulted, and who supplied 

Columbus w1 th the charts which enabled Columbus to sail 

upon his journey ot discovery. 

One can draw up a list literally ot hundreds 

ot the Middle Ages who became a leavening 

intluenoe in European thought because they were in oontaot 

both w1 th the great J.rab o1v111zat1on and the greater 

Greek civilization which antedated it. D 
-, ~~JU,,..//. 

! :w.• t. say 'l,wordA8.~1lt the contribution 

ot Israel. to the ~otestant Retormationa. ta uaeJha°t 

movement, too, felt the impaot ot the spirit ot Israel. 
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During the tit teen th and the sixteenth centuries the s tu d3' 

of Hebrew became very popular in Rurope.lf!,e are now in the 

days of the new lee.ming, of the Renaissance. ~e Renais

sance, as you know, was largely the effort to throw ott 

the shackle or the Middle Ages, the shackle of author1tT, 

the shackle ot dogmatism; to turn to the political and the 

1nqu1s1 t:lve sp1r1 t ot man as the guide in human li:te. It 

was a humanistic movement as against the exclusively 

theologic or scholastio views ot the Middle Ages. Man 

began to assert himsel:t, --man's mind, man's soul, man's 

attitude began to clamor tor a chanoe to express themselves. 

Peopie were no lo satisfied with the ipse dixit ot the 

church or of 'IIIIJD.} __....\i:;-;;~l':'""temined to go back to original 

sources to find out the truth ot thi~s, in all things. And 

so they began to go baok to the originals in the Greek, in 

the Latin, and they also began to go be.ck to the originals 

in the He brew. 

( Again, strangely enough, during the period 

of the Renaissanoe that stran~ science known as Kabbala-

Jewish JIIY'St1c1sm--beoame verr popular among non-Jewa. 

Leaders or the Renaissance thought that they could discover 

in Kabbala vast secrets ot so1ent1t1c impart which could 

not otherwise be discovered; that they could rind 1n Kabbala 

an escape trom the dry and arid scholasticiam, just as the 

1ews sought in Kabbala an escape trom the dry legalism ot 

the 'J'alma14. And so some ot the finest minds or t-he 

Renaiaaanoe, 11Jce and others, actually studied 
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Hebrew in order to know and understand ICabbala. 

Now 1n Germany the Renaissance, this rev1va1 

or new learning was devoted largely to the interpretation 

or the elucidation or the Bible. The three great Bible 

countries in the world today, as you know, are Germany, 

England and .Americ0 The Renaissance in Germany e:xpressed 

itself largely in an effort to understand the Bible, to go 

back to the original, and the original was Hebrew; ~e 

great scholars in the generation preceding the Reformation, 

Jilee ¥otmg, ~aaaeau a1:1d otls:ers, e¥en MJ:1ther- himsel:f', studied 

Hebrew, and beoause they were able to understand the 

originals they were able to challenge the interpretation 
cl..~----

or the Bible tg y the church Z!nms--t11.l t1ma tely they 

were able to challenge the authority or the church itselt, 

..-beaaQaa, s you kn , Protestantism denied the infallibility, 

~ 
church, or the pope as the spokesman ot the church 

placed the~ a thor1 ty ot the infallible book, ot 

the Bibl.e, in its stead. 

And so it mey be said that 

back to Hebrew, to the Hebrew laDgUage, to Hebrew liter

ature--tor these scholars studied not only the Bible but 

also the Talmud and medieval Hebrew worka--that this return 

ot the peoples ot Europe t,o the original Hebrew sources 

was one or the determining taotars in that great religious 

movement of the sixteenth century which 1s known as the 

Protestant retormation. 



~ tJ tl.Cf.if '½ 
the intluenae or <"fsraiI. so much in evidence as in that 

movement known as Puri tan ism. (Puritanism is today an 

ingredient, an essential element ot the character of the 

English people. It molded the English race, and PuritaniSlll 

is saturated w 1th the Hebraic spiri tJ Puritanism was a 

reaction against the moral l~seness which prevailed in 

England during~~~ or queen Elizabeth,_ -r~ 
Puritans turned to the Old Testament for their authority., 

for their 1nspirat1 on. It was a moral reformat ion m>Te:men:• 

as well as a theologic reformation movement., &or it also 

turned itselt against the co ruptions or 7;~ 9~uroh~ _ p 
1(..-;::>v · ~ ,~ 

England. the Te stamen 1/ and made t 
I' 

their own; ~ hey read the Old 'restament as the Jews in those 

days read the Old Testament--not as the Jews are reading 

it today~ 'l'bey read it every d(IY' . It became part or their 

thought; it became part or their lite. (Their God became 

the God or the Old 'restamE11t, the God or righteousness0 

or Israel they saw their own 

~ ti . __,......, / _ r prototype, history reflected. -
,-

history or the people ot England. They gave their children 
.-J~..-- . I )",. ~ 

Old Testament names; they adopted the very p-lj-11:aaoio~ -

You~rstand tae ~i~•e, e~ the Old Testament. 
~~ 

Milton, you -.e:B'-t' understand Bunyan, you 

some or the greatest literary ttgures ot England, without 

r'1 ~ '' know that they were s,◄ef?ped in the thought, the ~ 

1~~.~~,~~~ the Old Testament. 'Ai,ft 10.t 
~ 

passion tor freedom, tor example, which the Puri\ana 
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man1:rested1'wh ch led them to ~ ..... "te a king and to 

establish the Ccnmouwealth in England in the middle o:r 

the seventeenth centu17,--t.lll~~~~-Pl~c!:t!~:B:llr.::=~ 

from the Old T'estament. 

The great historian Leolcy makes this 

incisive observation: "It 1s at least a historical tact 

that in the majority or instances the early Protestant 

defenders or civil liberty derived their political. princi

ples chiefly from the Old Testament, and the defenders ot 

despotism from the New Testament. The rebellions that were 

ao frequent in Jewish histary toned the favorite topic of 

the one, the unreserved submission inculcated by St. Paul 

ot the other." 

~ passion for freedom which characterized 

al.l the actions or these Puri tans came to them out of a 

passionate perusal. t the page a ot the Old Testament, where 

the idea or human equality of man, of IIIUl'a 

dignity, of man's to another man, ia found 

inscribed almost upon every page. I have talcen occasion 

more than once to refer to this great contribution ot 

Israel to the thought or mankind--the democratic contribu

tion overlooked by most students and most scholars. The 

ancient world was a despo 1c world, ruled largely by 

tyrants, and the masses of the people were groTellng 

slaves. The ancient world lleved in the divine rights 

ot kings, even as the med1ev world came to believe 1n it. 

e have no auob notions in the Old Testament. 
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men are subjeo1ed to the same moral law. Therefore the 

spokesmen of the masses o:r Israel dared to challenge the 

rich and the p01Jertul; they dared to challenge the king. 

I sometimes thil\k that tm reason why the Jew is disliked 
I 

1n the world to4ay is not because he is rich or because he 

is poor, not be ause he 1s w1 se or because he is not wise, 

not because he as good manners or because he has bad 

manners, but be ause in him there is ingrained from the 

beginning or tin;e an unyiel.ding, an irrepressible passion 

tor freedom, whwh won for him the hostility or all the 

intrenched and l the privi1eged classes or the world, 

all the re~ction•ry forces, all the yunkers or the world, 

who fear this tw -edged sword ot passionate freedom that 

is in the hands o the Jews--his legacy, his crown and his 

cross, and his iminortali tJ". 

fl!eedom end :taat sanur 

righteousmss ~ earnestness and 
/. f'/4 , I)~ 

sanctity, and they builded their coDlDX)nwealth on the model 
~ 

ot the Old Testament. ( This country is grounded in Old 

Testament tradition. ~ en the revolutionary spirit 

~an to ass tselt in the ~aat half o:r 
~,I'~~---. 

oe ntur7 ·••-it1 e~,- o:r ngran. e, 

where d.~¥ER,.._...llft"'l:'ftl(;, the spokesmen ot the revolution, it ■ 
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leaders and 1 ta pr each er s, 

treason against tyranny? Why, 

Testament. read the sermons which were preached in 

the pulpits or New England by the great preachers ot those 

days, and over and over again you will find texts :trom the 

Old Testament, illustrations from the Old Testament,--Koses 

leading the children of Israel ~ ut ot slavery; Samuel 

telling his people not to ..-.::.1~ king; Nathan denouncing 

King David; El.ijah denouncing King Ah , Jeremiah denounc-

1ng T~ng Zedekiah. e ~ passion or the Old 
d:' 

toll.owing the revolution had upon one side of' it Moses 

: A ~~ ~~ ... -..~ en 

still tind the spirit ot Israel--aot1 , leavening and 

powertul 1n the thought ot the mrld. 0 shall. see again 

next week 1n our tinal lmd concluding lecture what 1s the 

contribution ot Israel in the modern world today; that 

the same racial genius that first appears on the frontiers 

ot Canaan three· thousand years ago, and which oonea d011Jl 

through the eges, truot1ty1ng and watering the dry places 

or human thought, bringing light and leading, never 

ytelding,-that same racial genius today is still aotiTe, 
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still remaining, still a driving impulse in civilization. 

Nert week I shall endeavor to speak or the 

contribution ot Israel in the modern world. I shall try 

to give a. summary ot this series ot lectures or the role 

or Israe11n history, or the role or Israel in oiv111zat1on. 
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