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In our rirst leoture, The Role ot Israel 

in the Anoient orld, we saw how Israel reeva1uated the 

religious and spiritual value or the ancient world; how 

it waged war upon idolatry and all :rorms ot superstition; 

how it developed the oonoept ot the one spiritual God aa 

the aouroe ot all ph7a1oa1 phenomena aa well aa spiritual 

pheJ10J18JU1; and how Israel 1n tm ancient worl gav to man­

kind a new code, a higher oode, ot private and publio 

morality, ot na t 1onal an d in terna ti onal moral1 t7. 

In our aeoond lecture, The Contrlbuticn ot 

Israel to Chr1st1anitJ', we •• hOlr Israel gave to Chr1at1an-

1t7 1'ts three essential element : the personality ot J'eaua, 

the ■aored Soripture■, and 1ta de ot eth1o■• 

In our third leoture on The Contribution 

ot Israel to banne4an11111 and to the Middle Agee, we •• 

how Mohammed•u1a borrowed 1ta ea■ential oonoepta con­

oern1ng God trom Judaism, as well as many or its vital part■, 

ita personal1 ties, 1 ta heroe , ita legend■, 1ta lawa, from 

Bebraio aouroea. e •• tha, 1n the ddle ea Israel 

■erved as the avenue ot oonmun1oat1cm between the two 

a1v111zationa or the Mi dle A ea: the Arabio ani the Latin. 

a •• how the Jew■, through their numerous tranalaticma 

ot Arabia wol'lcll into Lat 1n made poaaible the tranam1ss ion 

ot Greek leamins, Greek aoienoe, Greek thought, whioh 

tha Arab• had taken Oft:r,--made poseible the paa■ing or 



the transmission or that we 

knowledse 1nw Europe, th eby prepar the way tor 

the revival 

oontr1but1on of 

Judaism 

Midi '.t wowd dwell a moment upon tm oontr1butk>n ot 

Israel 'to the eooncmio lite ot the peoples ot Europe. 

Israel made eaaential oontr1 but ions both to the eoonan1o 

praotioe an~' if the European peoples. In 
1

the ,.. 
development ot modern oap1tal1am, :tor example, Israel 

played a deo1a1ve role. In th ddle Ages the Jew 

and 

Toluntary at the behest ot ~,~ Jew beoame a leader 

1n oommeroe and trade .. Ciil baO&UBe Qr was toroed out ot 

many aotiv1t1ea 1n whioh he might nonnally engage, and 

was more or less reatrioted to the one oooupat1on ot money­

lendingJ the J'ew beoame the a rel, banker ot the iddle 

Ages,. ~ developed nearly all ot our modem agenoiea ot 

oredit upon whioh ..-.r ooDID8roial life today 1• built. 

(Pro~e ear SClllbart wrote a f!l1!T 1nterest1ng 

book on the :rew■ d odern Cap1tal1a wh1oh wUl repay 

70U a oare:t'Ul ding. And u 1• tereaUng, too, that) 

~t aa the Jew• played a oreattve role 1n the developned 

ot modem oap1tal1•--benk1Dg, oredit, ooii,orat10u-•o d14 
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role 
deo1 ■1Ta/, 

.-t; the 1ntluenoe ot Israel literature ot the modern 

world. There is bar y • literature h1oh does not bear 

ey1denoe ot the imprint of the Hebraic spirit upon it • 

....,_~ is espeo1ally tru ot BJ)gliah literature ainoe the ~ 
~ s 

11ranalat10n ot the Bib ~;e...-.:=~Htt1r11rtt-~tH~ll--4!~ 1609• 

'1'1ir1~mI:1Hml~-l-.aettrt'1n'il11m. Hardly a master ot English 

but what jll..d his ded to a remrkable degree by 

the 1d1cn and the ~~ ot 8111~..,._:1-44~ .... l"PII. 

'11itn1t ot YQl~lllli=m::-a~ ordnorth; -¥yea:\111-ltll11Hi=--:-eF--

Culiale s t Yaoaula7i-,;,79n -~'° LiDoolD; 

$tnk ~ au an,--• th1Dk or W great master11 

or Engliilh litera. •(and you oannot d1aaaaoo1ate their 

at7le, in many 1na anoes the 1r mode ot thought, f'raill the 

Hebraio style and he braio mode ot thought. They were) 
~ ""' 1\..1>- ~ rt::::-z ~ ~ n the ....., .. _ge ot tbs Old Testament;ab!- tis.a,-~ ~ 
~~auml" ifr' lh rh:,1hm/rt'-■ majeaty, «Hle-.•ill.~N-.a 

aet,t11,,~ ,/J, ~ ~ 
, .... ll ~ ,~~ ..l ~ 

'1'111 1••~~11:Je,ad -.am;ll.i~~11-1ra--



• 

modern times only since the Frenoh Revolution; 

only 1,hin the last ten years that hal:t o ot 

Europe ob,a1ned poll ti oa l equal 1 ty, - 18 

only a matter or the last 

ot the world obtained t r rights as h\Alllllilljl& beings, since 

the Russian revolu on.)~ yet in11>ite ot d1sabil1t1~s, 

1n ap te or the reatr1ot1on of eduoational opportun1t~ 

In spite ot pbJ'aioal degradatian, in spite ot being 

ghettotized and isolated trom oontaot with the oulturea 

ot the world, the Je iah mind oontinued to tunotian 

8@8lC'Osal--Nl:,- sail oreat1 vel.7 in almost rNer;v Mp1o r,mat--~ 
ot human thought from the iddle Ages down to~ day; 

-.r ~ i qui to 1.muate al whether t'ne/ oontri1tions ■m ~ 
those:- indiTidllal J •• or ooll.eotiv/tJ.:v the Jontr1but1on 

ot the J'ew1sh suoh. 

I., •r••" titrt t the English peo 

ored1t tor Hume and Bel'keley, and the Frenoh tor De■oarte■, 

and the Germal\\ tor Kant, @MBtl the Amer!oan people :&er• 
~ 

...-William 1eme•~ -taat the Jewish people has equal right to 

olaim oredit tor Spinoza e ot the taot that the 

oontr1but1ona ot all ph1losopmrs, as well as the 

■enae, 

thinkers and aoientiata, are, 1n a 

rnatiOll&l; tor knowledge 1• international ln 

Sp1D.Oza was a J'ew, born a J'ew, eduoated a a J'ew. 

Bia first books were Hebrew book■; hia tirat oontaot with 

philosophy waa through Hebrew ph110110phio work■• And wl Fl, V\ 0 

Jl&D 1ntluenoed European though, more 1n th laat three 



hundred year• than did this God-1ntox1oate4 philosopher, 

Benediot Sp1nozd 

{iu• thought -

regardless or the taot that 

essentially Jewish, quit 
~ ynagogue ex-oonmun1oate4 

him,--There ere politioal reaaona tor that 8XOC\JDITIIJD1oation. 

JI.O• •• mue!t thee:teglo reas~•~-Hia theooentrio tboUght, 

his exalted ethioal idealism, h1 noble taith, ltt:11 elroot 

mrartte,te1tll in the beaut) ua .... 1n the 1gd1ty or hwnan 

lite and in the oapaoi v or si to r1 ae to l1m1 tless 

heights ot ael:t-development--they are all essentiallyJ'ewish 

ideal•-~ in oonaonanoe 1th the best traditions ot 

1ew18h thought. 

Am 

the name ot 

and Alexander, who 

Kant ; and the name ot 

to t e m ot Spinoza 

o, 1n a aena , w a the 

mes ot Solomon mon 

student• and oritios ot 

Bergson, th l adi ph1lo-

aoph1o mind 1n the ern world, you will realize that 

in this ent ot human thousht Israel hu in 

the last ,wo or ee hundred :i9ara played a pr1118ry role, 

a moat deo1■1ve role.) 

It a a 1 w, David R1oar4o, wbo :tbunded 

the • ot poll '1.oa l eooa01117; 1, law, Lazarua, 

who tounded the lanoe of :raoial p yahology; it wu 



, .., wees a 1H1 fttlin6, who ,a\18114 Gew lyrio poetry) 

Were one to at~empt to enumerate the pioneering role which 

J"eWiah phya1o1ans played in the soienoe o~ modern medicine, 

one would need mare than a short hour merely to e-numerate ,, 

the name■ of those who oontributed to vital disoove~ ~ 
this branoh or hm1au knowle ,e, in "h1ob. §WJ. ~ -~ 

a~':'~ tmm the earliest days ot the Middle . ~. 

to this day. 

One finds Jewish men and 1.11,1a women in 

the tore:tront of the arta,--deoorative arts, p1otorial 

arts, plaatio arts, in the oompos1t1011 and the inter­

pretation ot mus1o, in dramatio interpretation; in t aot, 

there 1s hardly a branch in actenoe ar art to which you 

can turn tod~ but wmt you nll t1nd some member ot the 

household ot Israel k .tke 'faa--4 leader in that spec1:t'1o 

hwnan enterprise. And in the great struggles tor the 

liberation ot mankind, 1n the rewlut1onary struggles ot 

the laa~dred _years tor · greater freedom and great•• 

juat1oe, 1n Hungary, in Austria, in Germany, in France, 

in Russia, you ~ tind the mns and daughters ot our 

people, leaders, heroes, martyr■, tor the oauee ot h."611Jfil .... 

emanoipation. ~:-~~~·~~~e 
~ ~-r SO that our raoe ~~~lllle---~m-WM!~ 

4-..r~tc 
wt,1181lt ey a,eJ.es,,; our raoe has 1'aken its plaoe in the 

modem 110rld aa & xui:t.o, reat~tri'buting people~ 

Whan you realize that our numbers ,,_are relatively tew ln. 

oomparlson. with the vaat populat1an ot the raoes ot 

.... 



mankind, you are tilled with a sense ot pride when you 

retleot upon ,he 11Wtt•• ei -ia,r1nstoeJJy:. vital gift■ which 
~b,V 

the mind and 'th6 .m'12. ot Israel have mde to 1me •• ae t• 

?If.. mnJc1nd 1n modern timu. 6 these contribuUcm.s have 

been not only the oon tr1 bu ti s ot indi vi dllal :r ew • Dr. 

Ro'tal, in a very illuminating saay, makes this profound 

observation--end I believe 1 to be true--tbat 1t was 

Israel.' s doctrine ot the un ot God and 1 ts oorollary, 

Israel's doctrine ot the of the ore tive rld, whioh 

m de possibl two thines 1n dern lite: first, the 

development ot science, whi h must have as its basis the 

ooncept of the unity 1n the struoture of the physioal 

world without h1oh eo1eno 1a ~ossible; and in the 

• oond plao, 1t made poss bl t development ot a unit1ed 

oode • a standard ot athio , whioli, too, must be grounded 

1n the oonoept ot the uni ot the etbioal saaoe, ot the 

th modem science and~~ 

ethioa ere TMIIIIIT'W-"'4W:~~~/:•by Israel's ~ugbout 

the a 

which is ros 

lt la Hebra1 

1• making po 

1n our life 

oneaee■ c4 tJie -

that it Hellenism 

opment but 

the ages by Ia ael whioh 

1ble t ettloreaoenoe ot eolentltJ.o thought 

~ ~~I 
Oolleot1Taly, ;,tr, Israel'.• greaten 

_,_ 



• 

oontr1but1 on to 

i11ao"Ntd:u· idea z God and ethical idea1iaa. It the re is 

one 91111n strand h1oh runs olear through the ..mt ire 

historio tapestry ot our poeople, it is thia: God and 

morality; .JM11.'a. ~eJ-a-.:1.on to Div1n1:t7; ■aa•a •alrat1cm ta -
..J:a117MA2 tic, In the anoient orld ~ l dolatey, superstition, 

slavery, despotism, Israel preaohed God and ethioal ideal­

ism; in the Graeo o-Roman world ot deoadenoe, --et tJl'&wlrns., 

~ Israel preaohed God and ethioal idealism; 1n 

the Dark Ages of oruel ty, brutal! ty -ea4 w:l:galll ty an 

isnoranoa, Israel held aloft the toroh,--ls 

a ted and branded and t;art,a,e41 yet} e 

etbioal~" 

world ot materialism, re ~n&11~....,..-:~~rm~~~~~~~-1--11, -~~J..1-4~~~~~~~ 
ma4neli, of over aelf•indtt1:genoe-, Israel still holda aloft 

the ideal■ ot God end morality. ~ -hi■~~i;;" ot ~ ,-
apir1 tual ministry, this heroio perslatenoe through the 

agea, 1a perhapa Israel' a eateat gift to mank1D4, and it 

ia only as we remain true,£ ,.,..., to these two atmJiLe, 
l '1-t.• A.. ~ #tV- ~-';._-~ 

atmna, clJ'namlo (tlex .lt&a'h,. ml,. --•enala tNe to tit• 
~ ~ -P"""'I ~)). 

hAll~16 oarry on~ trad1t1cn aaa •that we/'oontinue to 

in oi Til1zat1 on • 

herever wrong 1a en1ihroned; whereeTer 

1njuatioe deve■tate■ 11te1 •~er t:,raDll1' oppre■••• ~ ~ 

manlci.nd; wherever hate L1zerZti~., there...61' 

the ohallenge to the sou and the daughter• o~ I■rael to 



oarry on the tAJ set cm e: 1il the heroie role ot their people • 

herever materialism dominates human thought; wn,rever 

moral laxity sets in; wherever selt-indulgenoe aI¥l vul-

garit)r begin to make lite ugly and desolate, e ~ <M/' 

fhe people 9'18at k be toun 

C1 P9■~i:t a mind ~ round atentH:ng !unmTable 

Mko the rook or OD11altar, ahempioning tmee ideals wh1oh 
~ 

have «me dowa tA=\IS)l tm age■ , carried by our people in 

the ark ot its oovenam aoross the burning sands ot 

adversity tor three thousan 

daughters ought to be :round 

the midst 

these ideals 1D 

tads and no ion■, detend1PS tlleee an ient ideals whioh 

own, ~tle hot :Nm bone 

ot our b 

That ia why, when I behold 1ew■ who t:rr to 

oompete with non-1ewa, not in the tielda ot aerv1oe, ot 

intelleotual ent rpr1ae, but in the :tiel s ot materialilllll,­

wban I tlnd J'ews trying to be &DBrter than 

the ama.rteat aet, trying to outdo and outplay, out-build 

and outshine the non-J'ew, I teel that these J'e a have lost 

oontaot with the ep1ri t ot their raoe1 

-OooldeB\a1 peoplew-.-.. 

b guiled by pseudo- t oal noti ot e love and eaa7 

that new paganim whi h goea by the name ot 
. 
\ _,_ 



e and the rhythm ot 

in three thousand 

e ae people ha ft 

beoause 

built itself upon 

purity d modesty and se.'IMi""- ret1oenoe restraint. 

That 1s wh71 themselves exolus-

1vely to the 

I 

e grea . 

and-siren~ in the camp ot Iarael,~a-tt-M~-e;~1M~:ae,._ 

... racially ,tn~ !M or the ve~ blood or the people 

the world t1 ■s*6■1. 
r 

e have a '1ro-told role,--~ hiaa.4•, to 

play 1n 'l'bi s 1s perhaps the umma r, ot 

told ~le to pl~ 

ot thetaot that it 

unth11 thii~aehoH\~~ ... A1 in spite ot l the 

tr1bu1at10J~nwo~o~1~t~aa--er-~~ ... 111,~.-ifflf'l9r'-

Ia:rael today 1■ ~"• keen, , ~ ~ 
1n olv111zaU~ .._a.~t, 1• my tirm ooD.Y1ot1c:m~ 



~h~t~s~t ye1; said ita last word 1n the wcrld. 

Rame is dead; Greeoe 1a dead; Babylon ia 

dead; Egypt 1a dead. These ~oplea wlall we ew two 
' 

thousand years ago and three thousand years a • th , 

whom e lived, 

i deas we atrusgled, those peoples are dead today. Israel 

lives, live• attimativel.7 in the world 

traa us. sseesion secret ot 

eternal d temal 

e have two things to do in the world: 

t1rat, as individual J"ews, to see to it that we are 

alway_! Mdk1r,g wi tllz, maroh1t;1g 1 'tb, the best thought 

......:tA-e_.or~a"-111tm most advanced thought or tm world; that 

1nd1Tidually we try to develop ourselves to the highest 

point mentally, ap1r11uall7, morally. Our strength 

through the a es has been the trength ot 1deaa. Our 

tortreaa was never the physical oitadel, nenr the ~1114iM..,_ 

oastle, never armament. ~ 116:N al w-,.a 

el 19¥■ eek➔ -Pur sffength was always 1n the -lll!'~~k!~ ot 

the mind, JA-4,l;ae-..r.auN1M--att the hea~ av4,~re we were 

illpregnable; '-tbs:ze •• ware ia4et•••1ble; there no armies 

oould reaoh ua. tneaa in the tuture end our 

satet:r 1n the tuture lie in the ael t-eame aphere I the 

mind am the h an. 
our ta1 th in poa ae s s1 on.a, 

-u-



in wealth. 111 r1omeas, 1n number•, or even in the good 

will ot ~~~ri~■• midst we lffl, became theae 

are shitting things. We must put our oont14enoe in the 

tuture, as~~the past, in intellectual and ~ 
spiritual ~ and t:,;';= ~ere we iae 

eternal. 

~ oondly, •• I lael~, oeljleotlve1 
~ 4 ~~ -k ~ ""' ~ I)~~~, 

we must work to establish /'more and more/ t ase o ideas 

which emanate trom the soul or ~~~: God and 

humanity. We must l!leep oa, ~'di-- torch throusb 

the darknesses ot the warld, through all oondi ti ens and 

circUIDl!ltanoes. e must keep on preaching God~hioal 

1deal1ma, to manttnd. The world needs these two cf,.~•, ~· ·strong ver ties today' as much as it needed them in the ,-
paean world, 1:ti the Graeoo-Rotnan rld, in the Middle Ages. 

~ JiillllRliB tl.__ ~ Men &ft7 rrom :Case;. God today, ~ / 

a~i 11iP8 dr1tt~ into a Jl8. mater1al1st1o paganiam,,w 

"'1!,ioh they ~~~heir tai th ia t.b•••il ,ea Wi4 in the 
I ~ , ~ 

oreations ot the1:r om hands- ~-oh1nea. The day ot 
I' I J 

JllcOOIILf,oUSi will oaae Iha lbeae aeltaame machines which '-t. 

hands o!:: ~~'lollol4f"l-....in wh1o~1q; ~=, 
trust 1'Ml ~ on them and '1.'eif'1 ,~m ~estroy them& 

The world needs God today as 1 t newr 

needed him betore,. .-/$,. eaaeep•t.en at :tae baa1o ap1rit­

va11t7 et lite ae against the oonoeptlon or the•~••• 

me,e11lal.i• ot lite, ~ ~ wcrld today mede the 

J'ewiah. ideals ot Juat1oe and brotherhood and peace perhap• 



bloody struggle -
ld ~~~""" 

gainat 

against 

ot the denied and the dispossessed 

I rael's 

truths ot juatioe and 

code ot moral sanl t7; 

world today. 

t respect the person ot the 

rich, neither slialt thou r s~ct th person of the poor, 

th • Tl.Ere 1s a law 

whioh rises above the la ot majority and the law ot 

mlnor1 tr: there 1s a la hich ris • abov th law ot 

power and toroe, r that ft>roe be in the bands ot 

the ala ses or the sea} 'lhere an etel'Dlll la rh1oh 

1• God's law, wh1oh denands fairness tor all and treedom 

tor all. ~ , e h1o roush a aea ot 

blood menk1~ 1t1ng t t acoeptanoe ot Je ah 

stand rd0t human rel ·Q"'4rmslll1P•j • L .. , /_ ~..;_ 7 (,J ~ r 
And so /\.with pe o • 

ago,nor a 

lwen ty- nen oenturiea agot., bll'I• 



• 

nations shall beat their swords into plowshare• am their 

knives into pruning hooks. e President of the United 
~ _,,, 

States calls tor naval ar.::i::~!ent. Isaiah twenty- seven 

centuries e.f!P called for d sarmament,--tor the beat1~ ot 

sword• into plowshare• an not ot plowshares into norda. 

And as Isaiah must tri h, mm.kin will pass -~hrough a 

aeries ot world 111Bra a c1 will ofter millions m re ot 1 ta 

choicest sons upon th altar of Moloch, and millione more 

will be mutilated 1n he nlthy, dirty trenches, end 

millions more of de nseless civilians 111 b destroyed 

b7 bcnba throm th ugh the air by airplanes. 

oome because men are stupid, 

men are blind. the cod of Israel announced 

ever so by his people-- bi.oh 

was never a con uering peopl , hioh never or ipped 

foroe,--1t is 

must triumph 

J'e a, oolleo 

oo de of I rael--'·Peaoe, peace unto 

nd unto t ae who are tar --that 

world. d it 1 this oode h1oh a 

a people, must preaoh. 

oe en I read the rounder ot the 

idea ot the outlawry of r was a ~ •• I expect that. I 

antioipa ed that 

1a the genius ot 

b •• That is Jewish; that 

1Jl8 in the twentieth century • 

I rejoioe hen I ea 1ew bull ~ng aohools tor Negroea. 

That 1a J'ewiah. 

mOT enta 

tor 11. 

hon I see 3ewa loading in 

ent, o t eater opportuni tie • 

1oah apeaking la moden 



acoent• ite today. 

• 
~ 

A mar,elous heritage is ours, .Zp;Lab.d&, • ~ 

Jt..&, ai~ Mrt\age; a marvelous histo17. ~ marvelc!;. 

future awe.1 , .. ua. J~ pro~h7 ot our pa 1: ,-
.aa& uf 0 UL . f'akre. fr"' ,J...IA ~ ~ l (IV.,-. ~JU " 
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