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which, at beat, should come only as the reward of years of labor and achievanent. 

Wealth baa brought moral slovenliness into the lives of many men and distorted 

their spiritual perspectives. 

As a people we shall have to train ourselves to withstand the corrosive 

influences of wealth and long-continued prosperity. "Jeshurun waxed fat and 

kicked." ~ American home has been rudely shaken by this fractious wealth-

gorg~d con tmnac7 of our age. e shall need to learn the creative usages of 

leisure, the moral mandates of wealth and the salutary offices of restraint and 

self-control. It is against the opiate of prosperity which deadens the moral 

sensitiveness at a people that we shall have to guard ourselves .in the future. 

e are the richest nation in the world tod~ and the richest nations 

the first to succumb to moral decadence. 

Another factor which has been making for the demoralization of the American 

home is the neo-paganism which came in the wake of the last war. War is the enemy 

of all morality. Especially is it the enemy of the home. War takes men away from 

their homes and their normal environments where traditions, moral habits and public 

opinion exert a restraining influence upon their conduct, and transports than to 

a world of streaa, tension and emotional excitation where sexual laxity becomes 
t;°;w t~ --.---

almost inevitable. ther moral ~lliii,iJlln-,:,c,H~w,-;--1) ing war the spirit ot 

"~t, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we IDa.Y die," becomes the dominant motif 

of li~ 

(When war end.a the hedonistic fatalism of war does not end with it. It is 

carried over beyond the armistice into peace-time ways of life and thought. 

Whatever we witness todq of the cheapening and the vulgarization of life, of 

moral shoddiness and the bewildering capriolea of "flaming"'youth" · that ahockf' and 

startlef ua, is simply the muddy baclaruh of tbe saturnalia of war • 
. ~ There is a great clamoring abroad in the land tod~ cancsmtsg the individual's 

right to happiness. Thia is a mischievous doctrine for it make• the individual 
, 

man, rather than the collective man, the measure of all thing• and the indi vidualS 

concept ot personal happiness the 

no right• other than the right to 

sole cri~ of moral values. Man poeasaee■ 

do right. . en speak glibl7 todq 
/\ 
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of man 1 s duty to express himself, forgetting that man's first duty is to 

perfect himself. Often men e xpreaa their lowest selves and • t I rly fail .ii ~ /4 
~ Me;r their higher aelvea. Self-expreBBion is the last,not the fir•i;r stagi, 

in moral evolution. 

The American people will not long tolerate this al ton neo-paganism. American 
/ 

civilization is Hebraic and Christian, not pagan. Its character ha8 been molded 
~ ()• _ _ . 

by centuries of tssuufal mor~ 63:iXt:(~1, and it will not easily au~ccumb to the 
. 

I 

-..-- • ,f 

aber. atio . of our ~. For the moment is slyly ~used by the 
1 

. 
11 ,4 • ~ .~~ ,I 1 Kt •.• ,..() "'~ S i>-~ h ~_p '/WI/J, /. ~ 

.J.l---struttints d c 1r~ of ~he new pagan • .A.fte1 } whi~ it wil\ ••••~ei, 
~ d. ~- d~~ 1 w~ ~ .. ~ ~ , 
mMl will iileu M\l■a. ee i - ai:4 in We po.a,, aa tliMt lagliah peopte me wont to d&. 

-~~ Mw-u 
The Elizabethan era'waii'tvery mu.ch r 1a like our own, =-6. brought 

puh1pn, by the same conditions ;;!ff., war and victo1::;:.~ ~;..,._:..._~._.=-~r-

~ rt ailtl:gea11, If JSCIZl. la■t."5, .,, t})e pendulum PlJ»a J>nrt ••• we .. , ·- ,_ bl■ M. 

sanity of the English peopl~~erted itsel~• 1■ i ;1& Lai"~}; Puritan reiu:tion t. 
·;··:::,;;;;: :::: I~ J ~ J • ~ l1 

7:t 

1--~ 
~ r..A.rll 

- ~. 

w rt/. r) ~ t:D.ul 
I 

' 
~ ~~~ YI 



The American people knows th'lt all .f!l6, the demanda which are being put 

forward , f r for looser ties within the home, for easier divorce, trial 

marriage, companionate marriage or free love are not the progressive claima 

of a morally advancing social order. They are the atavistic hankerings after 

lower forms of hwnan relationships with which the human race experimented 

centuries ag9,r- and which were finally ~ud ~- M because they were found 
~ wa..c,. wanting. ~hey did not call forth the strongest and noblest qualities 1€ vat.eh 

~-
~ :,ai\tre ie ~ They were;;atsc ded. las l'a:r from rendering the Uva. ~ ,;( ;,-1,, ~ /-#1AM' ~ 4~ (Iv 
of men andworni~ freer fui.d happie. t ese loose-forms of association were found 

to cheapen and embitter life, rob it of its dignity, reduce sex to its lowest 

common physical denominat~ and endanger the prepsr re111 g ••i spiritual education 

o:t· the offspring. 11 The monogamous fEIIlily,"declared Prof. Jennings on the a~ 

of his oiologic researches 11wi th 1 ta life-long union of mates, appear• as the final 

term of a long evolutionary series. 11 Here again acience is ~,':!,£ ,c the 

intuitive postulates of religion which long ago raised marriage to a sacrament and$ 

declared monogamy to be the ideal union upon which to build the noblest fEIIlily life. 
~'1!- 1/'w.~ We are,. requ.ently deceived by obsolescent ideaa taaait out in the you.thfu1 livery f 

paeudo-scientific modernity. The primitiviat Nietzsche captivated a generation by 

investing an archaic jungle ethics with the garniture of brilliant metap}vsical 

paradoxes. The form was new. The aubat~ e was of the fossilized depoai ta of 

~y anarchic hwnan cravings •• •••••:l:plla1i ..,. J••••••• are todq demanding 

reinstatement and social respectability on the strength of new and pretentioue 

psycho-analyti~al revelations~ Like every new and unrectified science, paychoa.nali"i~. 
6:- w~ rw. dJ)~l -w 1.~~l"'ewp~,t;Mey-..~~f~~,~ has given rise o a host of preposterous moral vagaries/ psychology f the abnormal 

is assumed to be -.11"1AM for the normal. The psychic evils of mo bid inhib t 
~ 'NM·~ ~ ~ ..t 

are arguments ~ai~st self-~.,,,l:snd pa11i.&ir n • l 1 
"vv-~~-1 termi:iology and believe themael vee to be n1a; t1 s a new truth. There ie nothing new 

in these undi•~iplined Z!..,~itea 1o:,~J~.~~er whatever pretext tbe7 proclaim lL-1~ ~ ~ f\lJA.A'4,c, 1.-w, ~ ~~. _,_ . ·-1 themselves. They le'ad inevitabl7 to apiritual degeneration and aocial ~ ~ 
J\ 
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Religion haa long known thia. It therefore refu: es to be impressed by 

the heathen ragings ~four d.a3. Its wisdom is the cumulative wisdom of the 

a gee. Its moral theses have been tested by time and are grounded in the millenial 
9t cq ~ -.,._ A,,w~ C...:. w« '/' -1~ ......... ,."" Ml, _.! 

experiences of the race. It baa lived intfma.tely with man through vast cycles of 

time a..'ld it bas learnt to und.erstand him critically, to judge him sympathetically 

and to guide him steadfastly along the narrow wa:y of self-discipline. In a world 
.J A:._tr fo~ 

of shifting standard.a, of moral~ and confusion, religion proclaims as of 

yore, its few simple, strong, unalterable convictions touching the basic sanctities 

of human life. 
-j~b 

Marriage tfs holy ground. One should approach it reverently. It is a spiritual A 

experience, the moat critical and decisive in human life. Judaism calls marriage 

"kiddushin'~sanctification. It sanctifies the privilege of sharing in creative 

lU'e. Through its portals men and women enter the realm o~ortality. ~iage ,.. 
is not an arrangement of conveniel\ce.1pbysical O.!, financial, to be entered into at .J. "4 ~ ~ ~~ D'1w-,, ~k. i.~ ,-~ ~ iftJ;, 1\ M,.l II, r ~NP~ t ~ ~~ 
will hnd dissolve! at whim. It is a holy covenant between two souls pledged to ~ 

/\ '~ revere one another, to face life'• tasks together, sorrow, struggle and disillusion-

ment, to be each others complement, to build a home and to shield and love the 

offspring of their union. The integrity of the family rather than the chance 
~J -

happiness of the indi viuual i ■ I 1 rprimary concern. Men and women mu.at learn to 

look upon the conflicts incidental to the adjustment of personalities within the 
CtA..a.f marriage bond aa the very stepping atones upon which they -..-rise to the higher 

levels of self-completion. 'rhe more the institution of marriMe is secularized, the 

' le•• of mystic spiritual experience it will w., Divorce, will continue 

to or 6t. broken heme is
1
first and foremoat1 evidence of a broken 

I 
faith, of a lost reverence. 

The role of the father in the home ia more than that of material provider. 

He is the priest officiating at the high altars of God. He is teacher, counsellor, 

guide, lsl1■i, Re muat be the wort~ object of ration and emulation. 

'rhe role of the mother in the home ia more than that of administrator. The 
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Bible speaks of 11 the Torah of tey mother" - the spiritual instruction of mothers. 

The lips of the mother should impart the profoundest truths of life and human 

conduct, of reverence, purity and nobility to the developing mind of childhood. 

Parents who are too .absorbed in business or social pursuits to find time for 

the careful and devoted nurturning of their children I s souls have suffered life I s 

major defeat and are denied life's rarest satisfaction. 

The role of the child in the home is more than that of the pampered object 

of universal solicitude. The child must be trained into the obligations of 

cooperative living. He must be made aware that be is a member of a group and 

that group life': uties and restrain~. There are rules of the game which he 

did not make and which he cannot break with impunity. The"lunatic ~7
11 

in modern pedagogy and child-care has been responsible for ~, strange and 

fantastic metnoda of child-rearing in many American homes. The child is permitted 
~ ~ 

to exploit and terrorize the home for fear that otherwise its indiv~ity fMif be 

repressed, whereas this very non-cooperative individuality of the child should be 

corrected very early in life before society geta a chance to suppress it ru.thleaal7 

and pain:full7. . 
~~.~ w 

The home itself/\ s a spiritual entity. It is built ou.t of the imponderable 

things of the spirit. Loyalties, memories, imagination, sacrifices, joy, laughter 
w~~e~ 

and t ears build a home a.~d pf W, reverence, modesty aai morel •••••once sustain it. 
I 

The home is a sanctuary and across ita portals should forever remain inscribed in 

letters of living flame : "Verily this is the House of God and thia is the Gate of 

Heaven." 

These religious conceptions of marriage, home and famil7 life are exalted 

but not unreal and impossible. They are not too good for human daily food. They are 

the ideals 
1
lifted high

7 
1n. J.. which men should aspire. They cannot al•~ be 

reached 11 ■111 but *~evertheleaa aei;Sthe goal and preacribe,sthe direction. 

Religion can understand and forgive personal lapses and failures but it cannot 

rt JaiA the goal or lower the moral requirements for admission to the kingdom of 

perfection. 



If American civilization is to survive the disruptive force• which ue 

attacking it today, it must,b)' every means at its command, safeguard the 

citadel and stronghold of its national life - the home. 

• 



One might select a suft'iciently imposing arr~ of t acts :from contemporary 

life to draw the conclusion that the American home is doomed. any an earnest 
s .. 

moralist has been led to this conclusion by I rh a marshalled array of facts. 

One ehould1however,guard himself against the subtle danger of generalization. 
~ If we were writing a book on American Life we ea.dily collect six or seven 
" striking phases of -erican life, snd on the be.sis of these we could build an 

argument which would be altogether true as far as tbe facts included, but 

altogether false as far as the facts omitted. We cou.ld write of America as 

the land of appa.ling crime and lawlessness, of political corruption, of 

intense industrial strife. of glaring economic i~equality, the land where more 

than a million and a half children are still exploited in industry, where 

millions of men are disenfranchised and segregated because of their color, and 

where l,nching, in some quarters, ie still a popular pastime. 

Theael!'ould all be true esaaz,~ and yet if these were the only fact ■ 8'••• I.A,O"I~•'" ~ . 
the picture of .America would be altogether f alse and m' sleading. 1'o give a 

• - .complete view of American life we woo.ld have to i nclude much more which would 

undoubtedly temper the asperity of these facts. We would have to write of 

America aa the land of remarkable opportunit7
1

where workingmen enjoy a standard 

of living hi :;her than that of any other country in the world( the land of 

universal popular education, of countleaa philanthropic enterprises and highly 

developed agenciea for aocial se"ice. We would have to in~lude all 

many othe~'-1• in order to present a complete and faithful picture of America. 

And so it is with the American home. 1'o form a Judgment of the average 

American home baaed solely on the numeroua inatancea of impermanence and 

public pr•••• ia altogether unwarranted. 1'be millions of American homea are 

still sound. Love and fidelity and tba aplrl t of aelt-aacritice ha•• not yet 

entlrel7 vanished from the dwelling placea of oar people and arO\lnd million• 

of flrealdea the aanctitiea of life atill hover. 'l'bere are atlll •ut r ••nea 
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of spiritual and moral strength in the American home~ ~ 

<Qae need not anticipate early liquidation_l!I f ,_ .imll IS& 1 ... The 

affections which bu.ild a home are grounded in the very nature of man, and 

as long aa men and women live upon this earth, so long will they build home• 

and families, and so long will the virtues of mutual solicitude, faithf'ulneaa 

and loyalty abide in them. 

On the other band, it would be the sheerest folly to assume that all is 

well with the American home. All is not well with t he American home. 'l'he 

American home is in ferment . It is passing through the preliminary stages 

of a new adjustment made necessary by the new conditions of lifer and like 

all adJustment~ it is attended by pain, suffering and trage~. 

The American home is being attacked by new social economic and intellectual 

forces, and it baa not yet perfected strategy to meet tbe new conditions. 

Before the industrial revolution, the home was an economic unit. Husband, -wife and children were econcxnical 1.y pendent. To~ millions of women 

earn their own living and millions of young people, too, support themaelves. 

Economic pressure, in~ instances, is no longer sufficiently compelling to 

maintain the integrity of the family gr°'1p. Factors, other than material, 

mu.at now be cou.nted upon, to an even greater degree than in the past, to 

pre ae"e the ao lidari ty of the home. 

The industrial revolution brought about a growing democratization of 

social life. The dogma of obedience to authority yielded to the dogma of 

the inalienable rights of man. In political life this led to~ revolt 

gainat the exclusive authority of~ king or+ niling class. In induatrial 
(}, 

life it led to • revolt against the arbitrary domination of the employer 
(>.. 

of labor. In the home it led to• revolt against the autocratic organization 

of family Ufe/('9p to qu.ite recently wife and children poBBea11ed no right■ ~ WI.-
~ in the home 

I 
ot ber than those which love and affection be a towed, and where thefe 

were absent, they poaaeased no right• at all. 

To~ both legal and moral sane t iona have radically changed the aocial 
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pattern of the home. Paternal and parental. authority has given way to the 

asseverated individualism on the part of £. members of the household. Each 

one claims and exercises the right to 11~ve his or her own life. There bae~k· 

ensued a disru.ptive centrifugence in the home. In domestic life, no lesa 

1b than in political life, men have yet to re-educate themselves in the full 

implications of freedom. Freedom without the voluntary assumption of obliga­

tions, without sharing burdens and making sacrifices, is no freedom at all, 

but the sheerest a.narc~. The .American home will have to pass through a very 

~ ruly free men. 

Now democracy 

not 

Many people m with license, f eedom with ir. eaponsi-

bilit7, Similarly has home 

not been completely und stood by the membe 

ve 

.Another factor which tends to undermine the stability of tm .American home 

is wealth. A hundred years ago there were,' ew rich people in tm United States. 

We were then a nation of struggling, bard-working pioneers. Tocucy there are 

exceedingly, one might almost say excessively, many rich families in our midst. 

And the wealth of those~• was not comparable to the opulence of tsdll'~ 
~~ 

Intrinsically1 wealth is no greater evil than poverty.aaa)t is fficult 

for the poor to enter the Kingdom of Heaven .W-for the rich. Involuntary poverty 

nor riches." 

Wealth undermine• character, saps moral vitality and increase• temptations a 

hundredfold. Tens of thousands of American women of the upper and 1'a. middle 

claasea are pampered and over-indulged, \tealth has brought them leisure tU- but not 

the knowledge how to use that leizure purposefully. Children of the well-to-do are 

denied the ui>-:OUilding discipline of struggle and the spiritual satisfactions ot ~ · r 
. U. ~I 

•• ~tt1.r own')Mt ~ g_. They are earl7 surfeited with those comforta and luxuriea 
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depen ent, one UPoD aao her, am th1• aomplete d pad noe ).A 
I. I') I) 

a anoa t reo1proo1ty and,..dlaolpline £ ti pt,. 
. 

•••4 a re•?kable 
J 

-a-



1t 

• 

in the lives 

h1:rt :trom home produat1 on to tactory oduo tion, nd trom ~ 

ponderately urban lite 

ary ohange 1n t e homa • 

unit. The tather lett the ho 

to p -

tteoted a revolution­

as no longer an eoonomio 

o earn a living; otten-
0 

timee the mother,-. lett the hone living, 

oh1ldren1 --• The members the hous hold, to 

beoame eoonom1oally indepe They into 

orowded and o ongested oen ara in t 1e6" big cit i a 1lk trh 

the taptories siwsstet, 

its aembera 

't'e members or the hou 

e 

reo e 

b 

reoreations outside o t home. 

e ooul.d no longe provide 

tao111 ties, s■ i ■..-

0 ek ._, t e1 

The bi oi tie 

neoessary the or an1 eduoati on on a large oale, 

and the ohildre 

eduoat1on d so all lo t line 

bers of ehold 

' 

home, and the on~ 

1n stability, 

tion ot lite 



• 
•~.ataal::!a::aau:*:=:=ca:•~Nlt. In politioal lite 

it ant a revolt 
Pl 

author! ty ot the k~, the 
1~ 

feudal lord. In the indust it meant the revolt 

ot the employee a domin tion ot the 

employer. In e home it eant the reTolt, ••a•• 1:21, 

ot the members ot ainst the supreme and 

unquestioned authority or the mad or the tamily. -For the 

home, like the state up to t h e t1 e or t e industrial 
c.f>(d, ·~ ~ 

revolution, and tor a 1ong' thereafter, u organized 

possessed no ri t s other than those h1oh love and atteo-

tion beatowe u on thElll, an d wm love and a r teotion ciM. 

a~ 
~et ••i•t they pos essed no r1 l. 

Now 1~ 

~ 
1u, •• in our poll ti oal lU ft have not yet C •:t 

~ 

adjust d ourselve s to the 1, plioaticms ot poli tioal. treedo•• 

JD~'.'.P~1% •• till oaatu 1 treedom with 

lioense, fJl!tf tree om with 1rreapon.a 1b111 ty, ..-t tre dCID. 
c;{uuc~ "" 1l_;. 

with ••~• caa .-...... ara1, Al• 

•• o • •• i &■ '1le home ..-, not t b 

'b the members ot th h • 

t 

-~'phe home will have to 

a 1011g and, I atn.14, a ~ ry ..,...,, p docl ot 



w1ll become, in the truest sense of e word, a home ot 

tree men. 

~ The .members at the ousehold will have to 

learn w>re• fleede■ twJv meems1 th t treedom without 

responsibility, with ut the vol.unt ry asauapt10Jl o:r obl1ga-

tiona, without sharing burdens, wi hout making sacritioea, 

is no treed.om at all, but the shee est anarchy and ahaos. 

~ ~ :re is 1'81i /4nother faotor which Jra s 
/4,,"' 

ten<Mlli to undermine the stability or the Ansr1oan home/A 

mid »•~l• wealth 
~,.c. ~~ '),\, • ·-~ '1 

hundred years ago tl ere 

were tew rich people t --:--.--L here are 
I¼~ 

exoeodingly- ght al.moat say noeesive - . d the 

wealth ~tbUlrrtt~~"'1!11!t'tt...._~:was not 

ot tOd. ::e-..---- £w,a1. th undermines oharaoter, 
p,l 

T1ta11t7, increases temptations a hundred.fol 

I 

analysia* be built upon 

hard work. 
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'l 
.,■rCziSft\1 7, 

intluenoea ot wealth 

menaoe which 1s 

the oorrosiv 

rioan pe 

aiilliet'-'~• moral atanln , er1ng ot 

atan spiritual alC>lflineaa, 1nev1 tably go 

Wit 

tat 

th and lo t1JW.ed per t,-. "J'eahurun waxed 

and d•" 11 ~ 

r taotor whioh ps 1 ■ 7' bas 
• /,4 

tor the demor of the Aimri e tee boaa- the 
- L-t-OINYV ¼ • .J 

p anima whioh r, "" - ... t. ~ "'1r 1 the 

~:::=i!,.,.,.~-"'.IIP!!I-' Especially 1 ifr the enemy 

lar t 

men 1& here tradi ti a reatrain-

1 transports Ma ato 

stress .... ~, ns1on wbe 
j 

iaa111•111i1ry beoomes al at 1neT1tabl~. 

~~mm Biitm::1Mt:1111 ... ._.._ ... ~.JM.... During_... war-­

~J..-i~;:wiag....J;DCJ~µ~.-.."t'he spirit of ''Eat, drink and be 

merry, tor tomorrow n nay 1a, " 

ot lite • 

_,_ 



~ ~ ~ 
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• 

cle Wiateve --........ 1:'.onday ., pf J Gd !d Iha 

l 

The 

~J. 116 te thi 

ebraio an ~hris 

ohnr ot r 

th i, tru 1 s 

:rt r 

olean h se as it 

rizati on ot lite, a 1,. 

rioan people will not long--~IN~ 

ADErioan o1v111zat1on 1 ■ 

111 not easi l 

con tur ·es ot ral. 

ooumb to ,,ii;;" mom.en ta ry 

or the 1 on,nt it 1 3lyly amused by 

ile it 1ll be oo 8 ted and will 

people are nt to do. 

Th Elizabeth an er was very muoh n era 

like our on, and brought bout, perhaps, by the aame 

oon 1 ti 0118--o:r w.r e.nd v 1o t ory. It e an e ot over-

lndul ence, ot mor l laxity, but the pendulwa 8WUDg ju■t 

too tar, an t mo l sanity ot the English people 

u11ert d it elt, and 7ou had 



, 

• 



• 

• 

moral mode d that 1a 

T e erioan people knows, 

that a11 • ot the• demands 
wid -

today tor looser ties he homs
1
~wmm~~i'.iiiia:::&iiMiiii~ 

and :tor easier 

di"Yoroe 1 («a scme ele•e:,wwwn ne4' J.eae aee eel l.ed i"; hoiyr=---­

d!YOroe. I have hee::ra at l:tfttorwaa.te divuroe; I have l:teard., 

ot 11iaeNbJ e «l:a:orce,b'ut it reirie.ffled ror a cle,gymmi to -
41eaowD a "•oJ.y lilvorue· . t==all iaeae d81&8:ftd11• .-r trial 

marrla ·ej 
I 

p-., 
conrpanionate ma ria f free love, Cftllt: -

~"""· k.v1-, 
Jle.oa.e=2'AFffi!H=-tl!Teite-•o.re not progressive dcnatAde ot a 

~ 
The •-~~ __ ~_-_• atav atio henkari 

oenturiea o, diated 

they were toun 

.. fllllllil,--ind bas expert n ed, has experimented 

1th all or t ese -oalled new 

with all 

ot h\lllan relat1an-

1n its earlier ata a, ah1p•--oxper1 

in 1ta pr1m1t1v. 

oarded them 't 

hip whioh 

nob1est in 

oantused 

s, an 

rOODl tor 

out the 

lite. 

a and pampo 

h1ch • 

1 Dffe 

n th m e:ntlng and die-

bumen relaticm.-

an the atro at and the 

a h'eq ently m1sle by h1gh­

deolara ti ona I we are frequently 

di;i. terent, and the tcre we 

t the ditte nt 1 e not 

-.. 

, 



- · 

n the philosopher lf1etzaohe appeared on 

the aoene w1 th his t siperman, he ••• h Ued 

aa a rev aler, u a new a patil - tinder. "Let 

the weak be destroyed. eeded o t,--the aged 

and t.he 1ni-1rra and the so that the humen raoe will 

become a raoe of strong m - sup en. Lett e in t1not ■ 

ot pity and oharity and co io be stifled. They re 

1n1Dl1oal to too I!lankind. d 1etz ohe 

was ha1le s a ~=oph t; 

pr1m1 ti t; ietzaohe simply r 

jungl ioh mallkinc. e:xpe ienc 

rejected. Sparta used tX> 

knows ot y eat ivil!z 

duo d or any aip men. 

kill off its ad and t 

y 

e 

ta1la to find ong th m supermen 

et Nitzsche a a 

th th1c 0 ot the 

s or years o and 

, yet no one 

e partan • pro -

pl 1s nown to 

its 1ok, an yet on 

The human raoo isoove t t t e inst 1nota 

ot pity and charity compaasion a e ror oe and 

the beauti • n th enitie 

o1T111zat1on, and stro th t 

And so it tu.med its baok upon 

and dopt d a higher co e ot 

these ao -oa.11 d ~ow 

panionate rri e 

human r oe liTO 

oot 1 

sy 

t rough 

again and d th m, b 

0 

deo noie ot 

t a 1 in 1'1UMn l 1te • 

ae primitive prnotioe• 

tionshi . Di o 

rr1 an OOlll-

e lo , wl]y, ~e 



lifel they deat 7 d lite; thq mbitte d lite; they Dllde 

lite ohe p and 

and glorious as 

gar and miser hle--not tree and emanoipate4 v 

protagonist• ould have us bel1ev • 

BO our people know that what we are 

served up, w t a b ing serv d up to us today, 1a merely 

revamped ant1qu1~1ea, rejected customs and praotioea in new . 

garb, in ne costUmea; and our people is not beguiled by 

that nor m1s1ed. t amazes me 1 th t men o uld 

ard t mselves as spokesmen ot religion ha so tar 

loat the hlstorio perapeotive and have so tar yielded to 

the aberrations ot the moment to popular tada and tashiona, 

whioh are al ;ays ong, as to endeavor to ca t tie mantle 

of religious sanotfty over t.~se momentary aberration.a. 

ther these oleri ymen, 

ministers, r bb1a, ape ing o ot conv1ot1on or tor 

the sake ot publioity. It see s that in our day m1n1atera 

are more concerned fth readin t p es at a ne apaper 

than reading the pa es ot the Bible or the Talmud. I 

suppose that t e ohamp1on1ng ot suah dootr1nee uld ke 

minister a popular ~eaoher. But I have h ard ot popular 

preachers a great d al. 

prophn. 

I have yet to h r ot a popular 

An the tre th ot religion, or 1e ohuroh 

and ot the synagogue, my tr1enda, is not la it popularity. 

en '219 aynagogue tmd tne church beoo exoes ively popular 

you ••7 be sure ,hat they h e beoome xo si ely oorrupt 

and wonhle••• '11 ot or~i•d reli 1 and it 

-u 

✓ 





great Talue to e been that organized religion 

baa stood in the midet a 110 r ld or ah1:tt1 ng opinion like 

a rook ot Gibraltar. re ting upon a tew illmoTable, etrong 

and simple conv1ot10JUJ The whole vnluo of organized 
vJ[J & 

roligion has been thi . that it has tided the ~ over :tta -
periods ot contusion; that in the darkness it was a torch -
of light, end for me driftins and lost it 

that in the wilderne was a voioe orying ro1 the ,asic -
■anot1t1es of human 

or,:, iz d ral1g1on--the synagogue, the 

ohuroh--hu a pros,:ma, a det1n1te progrrua ot education 

touohing &11 these ., ro lams ot hum!lll r ... lation hips which 

so trouble an., erplex hU:.'1JS.Il beipgs. We are not noYioe ; 

we are not co tronte bloma ror the nrst_...-

time. e need not ~a p at eve eolut1on whioh any or 

every individual oft r --solutions not tested by time or 

grounded in eX!)eI1. en • We lave a three tho ,a .n<l year old 

tradition; we have t accumul ted ladoa ot a pec,ple 

ooTering oentur1ea. e have lived w1 th these problems; we 

have nerived certain Ye.st 1apl1oat:t ons trom l11'e whioh we 
. 

• 

v 

✓ 

aa an orsantzed rel1g1oua institut1cn anoul~ o:ter to the~ 
~,u.. 

people, as we ro ottering it to t em. ~ 

Judaism.~ Citriat1an1ty MT$ -OOM81ved o 

~rriage :r!l:~$'"11;';, age■ not AY as-J mean• ot 

perp tUllt:IDg the human raoe,(a thing ■aored in 1tselt) but 

aa a means t ap1r1 tual. aelt-ocapl ti on .-ot -the contNetill@ 

It •• a spiritual , the m.o t critioal, 

-11-



t . moat aignitioant in human lUe into wh1oh young men 

and women ent red. when they joined their de tiniea 1n 

matrimony. I1nraa not to be a hit aixl misa attair, ... a 

temporary joining ot bodies: 1 t was to be a lite-long 

p1lgr1 u on which they enter d, determined to ~ 
together, t 11 va to ether, to endure to ther, to grow 

together, .,o part ot t mselvea one through another. 
~~ 

_ d o ..., conceived ot marri e not s a 

hum.an inst1~-tion bt as a divine institution, with hioh 

lluman hands ought not to tamP.9r. e .rophet speak■ 

ot the relation ot o to Israel a th relation ot a 

huaba d to 2 mt . "I have betrothed th unto m tor-

ever." 'I have betrothed the n o in love end kin4ne■a." 

That ia what ~ !'or•• a rs\6!teua en Hui_,, quite 

regardl.eaa of' all ~ttt notion and stend 

day will bri d another day 

The syn~ogu , 

rda which ona c~ 
K:;J~ 

11 oast aa de. 

th role ot the father in 

proTider,but a that ot 

ottioe was as exalted a 

oonoeived ot 

ly as that ot a 

prieat--a hi -priest wboae 

o r1oe ot the hi h-prieat who 

ottio1 ted . 1th the rol ot a tath r 

went a ~1smiv, a to be e s:>uro ot 

wisdom in the 

the tat 

, the oounaellar, the teacher. That w s 

in Israel. 'lhe tra dy 1• that ao many 

have forgotten that that is the rol ot 

rely thl( ot proTi r or na ot 

-13-
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d the role ot the mother was also 4et1ne4 

by religion. She as to be the prieateaa ot the hoWt; bl 

we. to be the "; she was to be the aouroe ot 

eweetnea , the example as regards oh aoter in the b.Ome,-­

~he constant 1 odel tar her oli ldren. The Bible speaks ot 

u '---t ~ mot r 

her ohild-<3n. , a tr e 

s to give ~1ly a Torah to 

11,r a 1 t .. et mothor 

have forgotten t is role the._ s in t. 1 r home. 

d th role ot the chil we.s al so defined 

by religion. The ohild wa not to be ~rely the recipient 

ot pampering :, o1d.on ot his par nts, d e child wa.a not 

to e a la! unto 1 a lt, as re 1 beoomin;;.J in A::IEr1.oe.n 

life. h ch1l o !utios e en s e 

parent 1d. T.ne oh1l d as to b tr in d in e obl1gat1 ona 

ot cooper1t1on in e ham; t r i he a trained in that 

1n the home, h s able to iu 0•10 e. ooperative 

citizen in his oo in his oo t • He was not to 

be indul 4; he 'to he was not to have 

every him or h1s complied th. lle t 1 ht from t e 

arlie t years ot his ognitian. tJ. at there W'2're rules ot 

dieolpline an ul. s of oon ct to oh he h to submit, 

an t 1s part of lite to submit to dutie io-

•••• an W strainta • 

e ha 1a that in l w1 h lite, d no cl 14 

wtrer beo use or 'th • Children w into tro , 

purpo1eful lUlllhood and o nhood a a re ul.t ot th1■ 

aplendid d1eo1pl1nary --~ - -==- the home. 

-1-1-
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And oonoem1ng the ._e iteelt, our 

religion has a finite program whioh it otters to men and 

women today, even as it ottered it to them a thousand yeara 

ago and two thousand years ago; even as it will oontinu to 

otter them a thousand years henoe, long atter theae irre­

sponsible notions have oeaaed to be regarded seriously by 

thinking men and omen. The home was a aanotua:ey; the 

home s a temple; the home was a 11 t tle aandllary' I the 
which 

table was an al tar. Everything/1111s done 1n the hone wu 

done 1n the living presence ot an all-seeing God. There 

waa 'fusha in the hane; there was sanotity; there was no 

loose talk,no cheapness to corrupt the minds and soul.a 

ot growing ahildren; there ,as no irreverence. There was 

retioenoe; there was modesty; th was purity; there wa 

en the tatm r would come to his home atter 

his prayers end open the door, his first 110rda ot greeting 

would be, tt:Enter into my home with me, the angels ot heaven.'' 

It • a plaoe into whioh he would 1nT1te the angels ot 

light to oome and dwell with hia tamily, It was a home ot 

family prayer, tamily worship,and tamily oeremoniea 
------

integrated and kept together 1be family. It was the home 

where all 1ntereat oentered; it waa a home to whioh tile 

ohildren looked tor their reoreat1on and their eduoation 

and ,heir jo711 and their pleasure. 

Now th1a 1• tba program whioh the ■yn ogue 

otters to men and wanen, -» 11:te today. We do not 71•14 

-115-
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one inoh to theae llkimlah a which are taking plaoe today. 

e are not impressed by hem; we are not misled by than. 

We etand G1bral .ter-li tor tmae aimple &8'-old, time-

teated ideals ot hum relationship, and the sooner you men 

am women olear you mind s ot these delusiona, highly ham­

tul, whioh have re e1ved ourrenoy today, and the sooner you 

return to these e emental. tacts ot ht1mmi lite, and think in 

terms ot thElll an speak ot thEIII., and rear your children in 

oonformity with re-. the AAJ)p1 r will you be an 

happier ldll your ottspring be. 
I 

In our Talmud we read thi program. 

the 

I Slbmit 

1 t to you. Our sters have taught that he who loves hia 

wife as himself, am hanora her mar han himself; who 

leada his son• daughters traight path, and 

marries them 11h n the 1r time ot m tur1ty oomea J'to his houae, 

the word~f J'ob appl~: ''l'hou shalt know that thy tent 1a 

in peaoe. Homely, old-tash1one4,--ae old-taah1oned a 

the aun. 

He who loves hie oompan1on in lite as himselt, 

and honors her more than himselt; who does not ranting 

bout hi■ r1gh~• end the develop nt ot his peouliar 1nd1T-

1dual1ty--wh1oh mv not be an in v1dual1ty at all-•but who 

th1nk■ in terJIII gt other•; h who leada his aona and hi• 

4 ughter• 1n the raight path.--end the 1traight path need 

not neoeaaar117 b a narrow pa1ib, juat ao it 1a atra1ght, 

juat ao you know whither you are bound, ju■, ao 7cu know your 

and who marr1ea ott hl• 



ohildna wbln ,he7 reaoh the age ot matur11"J who help• hi• 

ohild:ren to stablish themaalwa earl:, 1n. lite in a marital. 

relation, thereby removi11g t:rom their llte'a path the man:, 

physioal tm.ptationa hioh 1ne it bly come to young men 

and young women, ---ot him the ible says he will know that 

in hia tent there 1a peaoe. 

--o--
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HT IS HAPPE I G TO TH~ 'ERICAN HOE 

I ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

T ·pt , 

CL , LAND, OHIO 

To fo picture of the Am rioan home from the 

number of unpleasant o~ees of impermanence d infidelity hioh 

obtrude themselves upon our ttention, le to obtl in a hi hly 

in oour te pieture. 1111ona of Amerio n homes upon which the 

found tion of our n t1on 1 life rest e till soun • d tron 

~na true. Love d loy lty ~na the spirit of selfs orifice h ve 

not yet dis p e red from th dwell in of our eople, nd •• .round 

th ir !resides still h ver the s ot1t1e hioh from of ol h ve 

been the tren th n the c on ort of m nki d. 

In 1te o ropb te o, ntioip te no 

early liquidation oft e 1 er on home. e f ect1ona h1oh 

build home n . t n re .roun ed 1n t e very nt. ture of 

bum life. As lon en en ive ~tpon t • th, so 

lon 111 thy buil hom s n f nd o lon will the 

ntiment of uturl roteotion, vot1on, f 1th uln se n 

·ltruism b1 e in the • 

hoe, 

foro1n 

h ndu tr. 1 volution iol ecentr lized the 

n oor y hio 1 due new orient t1ons within it · re 

the hoe to new djuetment . 

he inore 1n e 1th of our eople 1 perh p the 

re ate st .en e to t int 1 t of the A erio n home. 'e h 11 

h veto etren th n our defences inst the inv aion of d struot1ve 

foroea which oo ea with continued rosp rity. 
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To ' Y noth r force is tt ckin the cit del of the 

home. I refer to th new p ism which ar let loose in the world. 

ar is one of the e dliest ene ies of the home. It takes men·• y 

rom their home surroundin s, where traditions nd 

publio opinion e:J rc ize " restr· ... inin influence and pl ea them 

in n enviro ent of n r, stress exoit tion, where sexu 

1m orality beco a lmost inevit ble. 

I 
The hole orld is cu ht pin the spirit of •eat, 

/ drink nd be merry, for to orro we die• - - hich is the root idea 
' 

of 11 hedonistic pg is . en · d o enc rr these ideas over 

into the er of e e, w ioh follo ate w • b t e see tod y 

of the c eapenin 

odes of oonduot 

n~ vul ri ation 

d~ell-in ul nee 

life, the co rse n slovenly 

r the mu dy b ck ·sh of the 

s'turn·li oft e ar. 

It is passin ph se. A re, tion 111 oon set in. 

The eric n civilization 1 ebra1o n Christi 

It 11 e b been .ol ed by centuries of or 1 11vin 

It will not succumb t o te b rations of the o ent. 

he merio n people ltno s th t 11 t 

- not g n. 

n th1nk1n. 

tr ttin s 

nd pronunci entoa of the neo-p s ooncernin e ay divorce , 

tri 1 marri e, c nion te , ree love the ri ht 

to one~ h pineas re not the pro resaive thou hts o pro easiYe 

men, but the · t·v1st1o h nkerin s fter older d iea ded form■ 

of hum rel tionship hioh the r e tried nd rejected centuries 

o. 
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The Jbcumulated wisdom d experience of 

m kind eel e th· t marri is not hum relation of 

convenience, bu't divine institution for the sp1r1tu 1 

or denlopm nt of en nd omen nd t t the .home 1 

s otuary. 

The or f there c ome to oonce1Ye of their 

role in the home a th t of 1 h Priest, nd otbc~a, 
,,.A,? 

a th t of Prieate aea, offioiatin t the hi h : I c /Jc of 

hum life; the ore we brin reverence, di 

d 

holine a into our ho ee, the ore will pe e 

come to dwell in them. 

d h ppineaa· 



delitJ Wh1C 

. . 
~~ o• 1 he 4 .. 111nc pl&cea 

f our peopl• • •• ot 

11' Te o and 

. . 
live u,pon thla earth, so lo~ • d bome1 and 

d ao lo~ •111 the virtue• of tu.al aollcitude. fa.1 thfw.n•••· 

t • o r • ah .. reat foll7 .to aaaume 

tha, all ia ••11 •1th the Aaerioan home. 111 ta not well wi\h tbe . 

erica home. !he American boiu 1• in f • paaaing tliro 

pr•l-.- c4, a uw ac}Jua\nie 
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. . . 

~ American hame la belug a\,ackecl bf new aocial, eoonomic and 

intelleotual foroea, and it baa ;not 7e~ perfeote4. \u •t~t•o •1th which 

to meet the new oon41\1ona. 

:S.foN tM mcm.a,r1&1 reTolution; the home waa an economic UA1\. 

lmabsnd., wife, ati4 ch114Nn wen econamloall,1 1.JltU!-~\. !o4'Y 
' 

m1111cm•· of wamen earn \heu own 11-Ying and mill1ona of 7oung people, 

too, support themeelT••· conomlo preaeure, _in 'ma:p:/ inatano••· ia DO 

longer sutf1o1ently compellipg. to maintain the 1nte 1\y ot' the family 
I • 

group. actors, o\ber \rum material, mut now M oowited ~ \o a 

home. 

. ~ 1D.dwl·tr1al revo ll.\ o 

ot aoc1al ·lif'e. ~• dogma of. • 

. 

tm •olidarit,t of tm 

g d.emocra\1sa\ioa 

~ ot the inallaable right• of man. In po11t1cal· life thla led to 
. 

reYolt ~nat the aolu•l•• autborlt1 of ld~ or ruling claaa. In 

• 1ndu\rial llf• it le4 to a reTOlt againa, the arbitrary dom1na,101t. of 

theemplo7er of labor. In th• home it le4 io a reYolt ~•• \he 

autocra\'ic orgaaisa,1on of t 117 life; for up t~ quite reoentl.7 wife 

and oh114Nn poaaeaN4 uo right• :trhateTer in tlie home, othtr than tho .. 

which loTe and atfeotion be1ion4t aztd ·•ba• U.ae wen &been,, \bit, 
' 

. 
To~ o,h legal and • r&l •anction• ha.Ye n41oalq c~4 ,u 

. 
•oclal patten of the haae. Palernal and parenlal au.thort.,7 ua PTC 

• ., to ,he MM'Yer&M4 la41Ylduall• OJl \ha P8:l't of,_ lnd1ndul. 

maaWr• of the houeholl. 

• f 



• ,baa b. poll ,1oa1 

bu' the lhfiernt ~. loan 111 hau lo paaa tbro~ 

Nton lt can b • 

thebilleot\~~ 

Ano\her taotor wh 4a to \he a,ab111t1, of tu 

Amerio ta wealth. 

,o enter the Kingdom f lllawa '1lan toi­

oble4 a ma and na.,loaal 

&1th UD4ftia 

ta\ioaa a lmndNUold. 

and middle claN• ln4ulp4. i&l\b baa 

broµghl t~ leinn lillt :not the lmowledft how io ue thU lelll\lN 

purpoNtulll.. Ch11ben of \lie wen-,~ are daie4 \he ~'bo.U.4bc 

oiplh~ ot alngle al the aplrlWal D\lafMtlou i:it ,..... ... 'balr 

on ~ in '1ie •os-11. •1 are earq lhii'felH4 wt\h \lioN comtoft1 acl 

ch, a, 'Ni,, abaal.4 ...... of 7'aft otl -•-
« 

UBS- wliioh ilu Nan 

111D;11•l1 •h~~t 






