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• 
Great errart is now being made by the 

many denominations in Protestant Christianity to unite. 

A conference 1s being held this week in our own city--the 

First National Church Comity Conference, whose objeot is 

:lo Zl# e ·19•••111:: ~:f:f::t1~t1on of the many «ftctptea­

,._.. disunited comnn.1nions in Protestant Christianity. The 

motives back of such a conference are easily ascertainable. 

In the first place, it is hoped that by means of a con­

solidation of one kind or another~ needless dissipation 

or resources and energy which is now going on may be 

This dissipation is especially apparent in the 

smaller communities, where the presence of half a dozen 
~ I 

or• ie&Qa-Protestant churches 4ea~1Rea each one of them 
I 

to poverty end ineffectiveness. It is hoped that by f 

merger greater strength would be added to the organized 

churches ot Protestantism. 

Another motive back of this movement wweds • 

ee&soitdabien. is the desire to present a soiid front against 

the foroes -whie!l aP& hostile to religion, Slla1./the re may be 

yet a third motive,;rrather vague but nevertheless ~C:,., • 
convic ti on;t hat 

undesirable. 

~ ur:•ea is the ideal, and ....,...,..~ is 

A few years ago an heroic effort was made in 

the United ~tates to organize all the churches or Protestant­

ism. The movement, whioh was known as the Interdenomination-
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al Church Union, was strongly reenrorced by the presence 

in its midst or laymen or great weal th I who tav Ol'ed tth& 

U ea at a • =lioil'ea« 1o1aio1:1, .. WI! QJi& • ..tl l ,tlae -. s µch church 

was to retain its doctrinal charaoteristics, QB@ 11t all 

the aa~1ekoo ?ere to unite on t h e basis of the thine s and 

~ tasks a•• iil o mt ••i:•B■ common to all. of them. This 
~ . 

movement, however, died p1etttetttt18if. Various reasons 
~M 

have pu or It has be en maintaine d that the 

report w: ... ich this )nterdenominational i!hurch {Jnion 
i 

published concerning the famous steel strike ot ~ t~• 

criticized the steel magnates,--1t 12 me1ntai:msd ty "Some 

ibet *•'• •epo»t, , nhiet! proved distasteful to the men of 

wealth who we 
I)> 

this i nterdenominational et::r ■ ih. 

move ment, was tal to the movera.ent. But be that as it 

may, the moven~nt died, -e.bor "'1l!. 

was held 

t1ves of 

~ Last summer a great international conference 

in leu~•e, Switzerland. !101 toe weet:s~epresenta-

lVN~ ~ the rotestant iaa Aa,., the Greek Catholic, ~ 
I 

and other deno n ~~.M,~~r- the Roman Catholics, were 

present. It waa-a-$.ea.L..a.J;....aJ~to d er a basis for 

unity in Christendom. Nothing ~~ e sul ted from the 

conference, exce t miracle that so many different 
~ 

denominations in peaoe and adjournedA,M 
<t­

"°1(~~~ 
the la st rew years taail'a 1:la a »e en 

.a- in th ,~1rcles o:t atgh clinch ,eapl..a. especially in 
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Conversations were held between high dignitaries in both 

the Roman Catholic Church and in the Anglican Church looking 

towards ~ union. This movement, however, has received a 
. 

very serious setback, if not a death blow, at the hands or 

the head of the Roman Catholic Church hi self, Pope Pius XI, 

who some ten or twelve days ago sent broadcast an encyclical, 

aa t,tfteia'l church"tJfdht7UeimMitwo concerning unity in 

Christendom. 

In this letter the Pope frowns upon what he 

calls the pan-Christ1an$1 and looks upon their efforts at 
~ ,'~ ., 

church unity through federation as a dangerous illaslon. 

Those ho wish to retum to the Roman Catholic Church will 

be welcomed, but they must return and submit to the 

authority of the church. There is out one true religion, 

says the Pope, tmre 1 s but one true revelation; there is 

but one divinely constituted church, and in that church 

there 1s but one divinely sanctioned govern ,.ent whose 

primary jurisdiction is vested in the Roman See+ W-1 other 

churches and relig1ons 1by impiicat1on
1
are false, and to 

join hands 1th them is to join hands with error. There 

can be only one faith, one authority, one law: and the 

Roman Church will not surrender one iota or its dogmas or 

of 1 ts authority for the sake of unity in Christendom. 

So much for that.1f Fram_time to time 49-

bl a■ a similar :Longing for )eople, in 

our own rel1gion--1n Judaism. For we too have our denomina­

tions and our seots, even though they are not as numercua, 
--~--~--=~-= 

, 
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as yet, or as sharply defined, ~o:tlneatoa; as they are in , 

Christianity; for, atter all, back of alWiii ecnsa~h the 

differences in religious conviotions among our people is 

a basic racial unity which holds us all together--a racial 

unity hich does not exist in, say, Christianity or ;ti 
1'. ohammedanism. But we too have our 

orthodox; we have our conservatives 

orthodox and our ultra-
rn 

and thirty-two degrees 
I 

and kinds of conservative~~~ refo~ and .. i 1. beral 
1 _...--.. ~ J.M'iii t,,lf,{I- -f;, ~ - ~ A,uf, 

groups --1&ii jach oup has its own synagoguesor temple . ..) and 

1 ts own mode of '7orship, aso-- 1 ts own schools, and, in some 

instances, its own national and international organizatio~. \ 

So that we too have our denominations. And : 

very frequently trere arises some one who saysi "7/hy so 

many different ~inds of JUdaislll? The basio principles of 

.Judaism are the same. Why not have one Judaism?" 'tmong 

there should be but one religion. 'L!he other motives are, 

M-~~reR'°' religions are, a:rter all, incidental and of 

secondary importanoe..~r the sake of a universal 

rel1gion, ~&-W9rli mer~e!I-J. these incidental features ot 

religion may well be o 

se 
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the final an d ._ ab o exclusive r 
~IU ,__, 
~noj•i Q"-.. 

e 
w 

M . -z-uo ' 
.m~~a.e.J:ll...3i::lil.ilifi:lll'S---WiW....JWWill::::9~HI- all t • Pe 

ter-

as the manifestation or personal! ty,. e• .. ■tsd •i •••• and 

:;;s 7,:::e::::::::¢ 11:a::;a:l ::i~::~;;;:;;r• 
impel{. human beings to the 1naximum ot moral idealism-~ 
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~Ott aee. ~ligion is not a science. It is 

an art--the supreme art of the human spirit. In science 

truth is universal in the sense that a mathematical truth 

is cogent here and in China ~d in I:12a1a., yesterday and 

for all time. Science is the observation of physical 

phenomena and processes,. a.l!!f3. ~ref'ore there can be an 
. 

absol~te ~e.meaees la identity in scientific truth. It 

is objective and not subjective. 
(.(~---

Of course science, s relative. 

knowledge is relative. ~4'b.:J;U;e~r~e~1~s~aMa~•~•~e~e.,l~•~•••.-.•••~·rMicnn 

krTI] Q] ,,~s relative not to this man or to this race 

1s an art. Religion has to do not I t h the observation 

t 



... 

, 

h11t ene (!lGcti •• el 1 ••; yet" !!C,W iiEffY an~ sundry !!'e tho ¾. 

there 

Very often artists will use the same theme, 

99 .......... a1ii1JJ1111hll!tjeoan.t., but they w1. ll be worlds a};8rt in •as ir • ~ 
rliAf:..;..-'e~·­

treatment of :t.)2e same ■2ajoss, and the ~~~1o11~ ......... \~~1i¾.t-C:r -•o-
~ 

vork of art is to be found not so muoh in the ~mkject as 

treatment of the rt- tJnc.td ,,___, __ 
. .-.... ~ .. _._..,_...__..,r ~naive Saa•••••• IS!!IJ••• · 

f IO 
I 

~ say~litasmuch as art is univer.sal, let us have one~~ 

~ of music, o.,:"4 of architecture, 1'M $ffe of 

sculpture oria1nt1ng,..,. us take an example a little 

closer home. Take t he r or morality and ethics. All 

philosophers, students ethics, agree t hat morality is 

' the attempt of man mos happily to adjust himself to his 

social environment a most fully to express his own life 

in hisown personal1 y. This 1s the one goal, the one 

object of _all 

world and how 

And yet just 

1ty,--how to live most happily in the 

purpose in lite most adequately. 

how many ethical theories and doctrine• 

we hav-e in the world; and these theories and doctrines, mind 
_,_ 



you, are not merely abstract speculat on,but they determine 

conduct for 1nf1uenc1~ lives of men 

There is of ethics--the 

guiding principle of"'follow nature' -submit unquestionably, 

without whimper or complaint to 

the world, but all that happens 

Stoic philosophy. On the othe 

happens to you in 

That is the 

is the Epicurean 

or the Cyrenaic philosophy, w ch says that the sole 

criterion of life is absence pain and the presence ot 

pleasure, an d that t he ide or life 1s not truth or 

knowledge but the quest of leasure and the release from 

pain. An d there is again he philosophy ot the cynic, 

which maintains that the oal of 11:f'e, or rather the 

means of attaining life's goal, which is happiness, is 

to tree oneself from 

pain and from riches 

The cynic holds pleas 

the impedimenta of life--trom 

from the pursuit or pleasures. 

in contempt and the satisfaction 

man e.1.most as indeoent. of the natural 

in ethics, and 

in ethics--the o 

is the great stream of individualism 

another great stream of socialism 

maintaining that man is the center of 

the other maintaining that the group or 

the society is he primary concern or morality. Now they 

are 

to a basic p 

the goal is 

gin terms of morality, and they all subacribe 

morality, and yet their a~proach to 

different. 

ARi ~ with religion. 
~~ 

-s-
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but min' s views of God are not one and cannot be one. 

I say that t religion o 

c.eompleteli apn1hj]eta'1, &Q :tao.• ft:9 wiiJ.• ftilVQ l\O iQQQQ,..,f.et" 

religion of the Buddhist; and 

geography and the climate and the history and the 

temperament of at race have impressed themselves 

indelibly upon the religious concepts of that race. On 

the other you ta.1<e the : esterner, the Occidental 

man has tight with the forces ot nature in order to hold 

the Westerner is likely to conceive of his d as 

him--as the great doer, the 

-9-
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rene\vs every day the v.orks <Jt creation, and he 111 ask 

of his deity the privelege 

of being privile ;-ed 

evil. 

being free to ork with him, 

ggle in the world to overcome 

his history, by h s -eoQraphy, and to ask, therefore, for 

a universal rel ion which rould be superimposed upon all 

types of races and peoples is to ask for a religion that 

Will never 

peoples an 

1th religion. 

for example. 

into the very life and being of 

to think how much history has to do 

much history has to ~o ith Judaism, 

the great philosopher Halevi wrote his 

philosophic book ' -Kuzari , in which the king of the Cmmrs, 

Judaism, asks of the istian and the .ohammedan and the 

Jew to put forward the rongest arguments for the veracity 

of their respective faith the king of the Chazars 

asks the Jewish philosoprer, the abbi, to define his 

God who led us forty ye~s in t. e wi derness, the God who 

brought us into Canaan, the 

our vicissitudes and in a1i or our 

-10-
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!'fta~ is a ,1oioufid observation or this M~ 

Rabbi. Because all r 

.it• Ald@1fiJll The Jew thinks of his Go d not alone in 

relation to the JilJOl'i 8" Plm•e:Mlr. to the ,bole of ~-~~ 
AJZ s~:~:;;;(/1;.,~~at n to ~i~~e_,1r1tt -• 

9'[1er:;t.f:::e s s -- ?! ·1e is ~« 7f; 
• wi((,'~ ~ t1H. ~ /4 ~ 7/, ~ ) t ~ tt ... ~.,.,,, j t-

i::;~o)t.God he ftes ;._:;,,se~'!/'' ~~::r-lt:,,}}Od in~ ~ 

)t;c;!.4 ; ::f- /1l 6jt;b."::.. ..""'_. .J~ 

~""'\ I 'clt-t,~ I ~ tyrt.,.....,.,_,, , ,._,.,.,._ ~ 

'tU. ~ 

Christianity. It tirred the of hundre<l§___of millions 
~ '-tt,,l,,_.,_,- .. -fo -~~~ ' 

of peoplet ~t has moved ~&Bie to self-sacrifice, to 

em11a.11.t ~ to martyrdom. This glor ous person~ which ~ ll\4oli111t~ 

~rJ to t he Christian, '1oMJ..Jt';:,,, M~ ~~ be 0111••'1. to 

the Buddhist, • the A ohammedan, ..,. the Cont'ucianist, ~the 

jew.-~ ask of Christianity to ~it• Riate•lo 

••iUehn this personality-;".!?&~~ b~• M■aAfE, . ii!,~ 
•• its it.ltlll, iCe» :the sake at a aei et M»B1'?ae•1••• te whiell I r' 
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people's religion. I like to pray as my :fathers prayed6 

I like the ancient rhythm and the ancient psalmt I like my 

~ \ 

people's festivals• ilaar mood, w-bj ob tbe;c sive me,. the'-'.. 
~- ()..+, N,,,: ~t,\,illl':I ~ 

atmosphereJ w1 t b mhie1l *@8Y en»»oun<I we, Jh iclik congenial 
rfD~i-1·~---

t o ~ I>@J;)lu! religious sentiment sf I like the ceremonies 

o:f' my faith, into which ages anil S!lEllAIIJ J.!IJate. 

have poured 4e their rich color. T'ney bring beauty into 

my l.if'e~ pp? , f g and inspir~ation. r,_':11:_ey are the heritage 
~ ~ ~ I / ,., ~ ~ 

of my people I tcwrfa :taeur a ne11 J :Yeh.!:obss i'or"a: r i'f iLas • 

one religion f all of mankind is not 

nations into e amorphous mass; it is not at 

teach naticn destroy its 



~. • 
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individuality, its racial or national manories--not at a1i 

necessary. illlat is necess y is to teach nations the art 

of living to ether as dis inotive units, to teach them 

friendship and 

And so th religion. All religions must 

learn--and they are din learning; many of them have not 

learned as yet, --al religions must learn, f1 rst and above 

all, to look with verence upon the religion of their 

~that when in the presence of another 

man's religion, o stand as Uoses stood before the burning 

bush: nRemove t e sandals from off th.- feet, for the place 

dost stand is hol.y ground." You are in 

the p1~se .ce the sanctuary of a man's life, and one 

must speak another man's religion not merely in tolera-

tion but reverence and respeot, even if' one differs in 

this or 

religion. 

that item or dogma or principle with that man's 

Cooperation does 

we must learn how to cooperate. 
I ot mean s~rrender of my conviction as a 

whole; it the recognition of our mutual convictions 

common or us, in which 

,<_nd all 

e can join. Now for the 

worl.d there are 

opportunities, 

ways and me 

other rel.igion!sts in the 

n tasks, common problems, common 

these ought to enable them to get 

a co~erence table, and discover 

lhey, by poolin their resom-oes, without 

c9nv1ot1ons, may solve these oommon 



• ,'(ff serious problem. at we need orry about e 

themse 1 ve s. 

bones, emba 

in the 

echoes of the 

burning r ire, 

eco!le dried 

They have 

eal, their passion 

their to the justice and 

in the . 
Religion is not playing ~~ n 

as H; ehett3ei not because there ar~,Zny religions but 

beoause there 1s too little reli ion in any of the~ lleaewae 
~ ~w~ 

~hey have wandered tar from the sources of their ~ira-

tionf •••11•'.':°fhey are repeating ancient ~.~e-1!11 

trom ~hioh the fervor of cozivict ion has _._fled. -~ ~ . , l_ , • 
µ_t,o ~ • · ~ ~ ,, .... ---..-~ VI (1 Vv,Q ~ 
~n~l!I. in tI'-11:W :l:f we 1'8378 Jewi sb' ~ii.Ilk 

(/H 

r Rabbis said: "Al.1 phets prophesied 

one thing, bu ere differ nt." md so 1 t is 

All. religions te hone thing, but 

s may differ, should be 1·"f'erent, provided they 

do not r rget the one thing which they are to preach. 

--o-
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