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The yean wh1oh have elapsed ainoe the day■ 

ot the Civil ar have brought a great tranato:rmation 1n the 

lit• ot the Amerioan people. 'l'he o1Til1zat1on in the mids~ 

ot which Abraham Lincoln mowd am had his being wa very 

ditterent trom the o1T111zatim in which we today move 

and have our being. The Civil ar marked the beg1Pu1ng 

et the great development, •ettlement and exploitation ot 

the ••t• 

.lt the time ot the Revolutionary lar the 

population ot thia oountry extended as tar as the Alleghenie1. 

At the 11me ot the C 1T1l ar it had reached the 1aa1aa1pp1, 

but had not gone tar be7011d that. It is estimated that in 

1861 'there was juat one halt ot illion ot people between 

the W.ea1asipp1 and the Paoitio. But with the C1Til ar a 

great, almoet a torrential, migration ot people began into 

tmse n.napaoe■ lying between the great river and theaoean. 

And many oauaea oontributed to thia oondi tiaa. In the 

fl.rat plaoe, there was Ule war it ■elt. 'l'houands ot people 

who did not believe in the •r, who did not wish to par

t1o1pate in it, tled into the wide and open apaoe• ot the 

tar e•t m,.d ■ ttled there. In the aeocnd plao , the 1111r 

in.t a great prad.um on the wry thins• wbioh the West ooul4 

produoe,-cm produoe, timb r, the 71eld ot the minea, mu\ 

th pl'J.oe• beoame h!gbl7 inflated, ao that 1 t ••• Yf47 

profitable tor people to Nttle aoroaa tbl ••1• 1pp1 
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and pMduoe the thing■ whioh the country needed 1n the 

proaeoution ot tm war and for whioh it was willing to 

pay a high pri oe. 

A aecond taotor which contributed to the 

development ot the eat •s the tree distribution ot the 

land. The land hl.lDP.7 people along the Atlantlo seaboard. 

were attracted by the promise ot tree hoa stead■, tree land, 

and the United States gov mm nt encouraged people to 

settle in the West, espeoiall7 ~e released soldier■• 

In the third place, there was the lure ot 

untold wealth, ot gold and silwr, oopper and lead, whioh 

the Dd.nea ot the est held in ta bulous a bund.anoe. There . 

waa tba lure ot the vast 'tore ta wber timber oould be 

asked tor, oouldbe bad 1br the re labor. There ere 

the great, almost endless plain tor grazins, tor the 

raising ot oattle. d theao taots attraoted not only 

the poor but the adventurous trm all parts ot tm crl4, 

and the atory ot the conquest ot the eat oonstitutea 

one ot the mot oolortul and 4ramat1o chapters in the 

annal• ot the mi rations ot peoplea,--how oities aprang 

up onrnisht and diaappeared OTezt nish"; how tortuma were 

made and loat; how all kinda ot people tram all ala•••• ot 

people and ot all quality met 1n that worl and jostled 

together--bad men and good men, 4eoe:ndoe■ , pro peoton, 

adventuren, oowboya, 111 1cmar1es, xioana, Ob1nee, 

white■ and blaoka; how the toroea ot nature were Wl"8■tle4 

with and t1nall7 aubJeotel; how the high 
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atretohe4 aoroaa Talley.- and aorosa mountain peaka. All 

that oonsti tutea an amazing tribute to the wet energ 

wbioh was let loose in this country in the deoadea 

follow 1ng the c 1Til ar. 

Then again. the railroads soon helped to 

dffelop the great empire. In 1861 the Union Pao1t1o wa■ 

finally opened. By ~ four other railways oonneote4 

the M1aaiaaipp1 valley W1 th the oeaat. Theae railwayw ot 

course accelerated the colonization ot that great empire. 

Tbe■e railroada were particularly anxioua to have new 

settler■ oome, tirat, to inorea.ae the reTen.ue ot t'.reight 

and passenger vatt1e, and, aecondly, to increase ti.a value 

ot their own lands wh1oh they d obtained aa ccnoessiona 

tram ,he government; so that propaganda wu oarri el 

on not on.ly in thia oountry but road, to urge people to 

ocne out and aettle 1n the lest. 

In a tew decades the American frontier 

had ahitted from. the Miasisaippi to the Paoitio, aui had 

been praotioally wiped out. In a tew deoadea tree laid 

waa no longer obtainable in the UAited St11tea, The 

oon.tinent had been settled and the pioneering spirit had 

reaohed ita last :trontier, aQl a new epooh W8JI therefore 

b SUJ1. 1n American lite. 

'!'he y ara tollowing the Civil ,u, too, aaw 

the great 1nduatr1al1zat1cn ot erioa. Ia 1860 ona-•1xth 

of the population ot tbs 1Jn1te S1'a'te■ 11Te4 1n ol tie1 an.4 

towu; tba other 11.Te-aiZtu on 1.a.na. ID 1900 on -thlrl ~=-

..... 



ot the people ot the United ~tatea lived in oltiea. There 

took plaoe a vast shitting or the population tran the 

oountr7 to the town, and the re tore a vast shitting ot 

1Dfiuenoea poli tioal and eoonom1o 1ntluenoe passed into 

the hands ot business and incluatey rather than the hand• 

ot the agrioulturiat. 

Bmr tlllt atteoted Amer1oan oulture 

radioall7. &Dall aoattemd farming oommunitiea never 

produoed a great oulture, a great o1vil1zation. The 

oentera ot o1T1l1zat1on are the o1t1ea, and 1n so tar u 

Amerioa in the last ti ve or six deoadea gravitated toward• 

the 01t7, a truer oulture and oiv111zat1on was made 

poas1 ble. On the other halld, oi'ty lite exert■ a diatino

tive intluenoe upon. a people; it oreatea apeoitio probleu 

tor a people, and after a tew deoadea the Amerioan people 

emerge■ more urban, lea■ proTin.oial, more oultured but 

also leas sturdy and leas diaoipl1ne4. 

'l'he industrialization ot our oountry ot 

oourae paved the •7 tar the machine age in whioh we are 

now living. 1, made ot Aarioa a unique and an anomalous 

oountry in the eight ot the world. 0ur indu■triallzation 

wa■ so rapid and eo inten■ive that it made ot u■ a 

peculiar people and gan ua a peoul ar pa70holoa1 11h1oh 

any person in the world eaail7 recognize• and 4ea1gnatea 

u Amerioa. 'l'be maoh1ne age speeded up our lit• and 

atanclar41ze4 our ls.te; '11e maohiM as• reduoe4 the 

ln41T14ual and exalted ,he •••• la14 eapha.•1• upon ma•• 
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produotlon and leaa anphaaia upon personality ln the 

1nd1Tidual. The maoh1ne age produced that peculiar and 

a.aomaloua person. known aa the AIJErioan business man,--a 

man who was olever at his Job, amazingly olever at his 

job, at his peoliliar task, but amazingly dull in al.moat 

everything elN. 

'l'ben, too, the last t1 ve or six deoadea 

a1noe the C1T1l ar haYe given to the United States almost 

limitleaa weal 111. In 1861 there were three m1111ana1ree 

1n the United Sta,ea; ln 189'1 '1Jere were 3,800 millionaire•; 

1Jl 1911 it 1• estimated that there were 4'2,000 milllonalrea 

1n the United Statea, baaed on their 1noonm tax. Jim the 

world baa never seen thia nd.lllona1r1zation ot a people ln 

eo ehort a time; the world has nenr witnessed suohwealth 

produot1on,-~moa, 1n the 11te't1 ot one human be1ns. An4 

the Anertoan people was \1118.oouatomed to weal'll. The 

immigrant• ho oame here were, most ot thaa, pOTert,' 

atr1ok:en people. Thay came mre to ■eek a 11Ting; • 1h9J' 

were unaoouatomed to wealth; they had no tradition■ ot 

wealth; 'they had no trad1t1011a ot oulture; they had no 

reatramt• 11h1oh oo• with the cJ07111em ot sen.erat1ou 

ot wealth and leiaure. 

And ao u a remlt ot this untold wealth 

wh1oh poured lnto the land ot the Amrloan people an era 

ot ftlgar1zat1on began in Amerioaa llte,--a ooarae, bazen, 

•SP•••1n, puah1Jas, lo114 generauaa, whoa• only uthOrltJ' 

wa■ the aulllo.r1 v ot Wal th and who•• onl7 go4 •• the go4 
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ot 11UOoe••• 

an emerging trom that generation, but 

w haft not yet oompletely emerged; and then, too, we now 

have the aeoond generat1cn and, in some 1natanoea, the 

third generation ot those who earned the weal.th, leisure 

generation whioh 1a now u ins alth h1oh it itaelt did 

not pro<ll.oe--&D exploiting olaaa, a para 1t1o olaaa ot 

oonaum a ho are not procluoera. How wealth when it oomea 

into the band• ot people who did not p:roduoe it beoomaa a 

deveatation and a corruption; it makes tor all the T1oea 

whioh were aoouat.omd to aaaoo1ate with deoadenoe; lt 

makes far leisure and aelt-in lgenoe and moral debility 

and the weakening ot the n. be am '118 staaina ot the 

people. 

•ow thia menaoe of ~LL.th the generation ot 

Abraham Linooln did not taoe, but our generation moat 

aaauredly and moat deoidedly does taoe. There 1• nothing 

Tioiou ■ 1n weal1h and there is no virtue in poverty. 

ealth properly uee4 by an 1nd1T1dual or a people may: lead 

to tine oulture, to a fine art, to a ,rue o1nl1zat1 , 

but weal th improperly wsed or a bu.aed makes tol' Babylon, 

tor deoadenoe. 

'l'he l ut tl Te or aix 4eoadea ainoe the C iTil 

u and the day• ot bnhaa Linooln, witne■aing u it d14 

the building up or wa1m • md 1ndu•tn-, w1 '118 ae4 al• 

a srow.lnc oontliot betw n oap1t 1 and labOJ.1. '!'he rap14 

• ~ ot 1nduat 
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expl.oltat1°'1 ot tho•• who pi-oduoed wealth--the work1ngman. 

And in aalt-detenae the laboring peoples ot the United 

States were toroed into O?Ban1zat1ona to protect their 

elementezr right■, and Allerioan business and industry was 

eh.on-sighted enough to auapeot that these organ1zat1cna 

ot wol"kingm.~n would make tor the undermin1ng or buaines• 

and industry, and so tor yeor• ~d years Amer1oan bua1nesa 

and lnduet:ey broadly and aons1,tentl7 t.ought the organization 

ot 1.he Amerioan working people, with tba result that the 

laat t1Te or aix deoadea in Amerioan h1a4'0!7 were blaokene4 

with the reoord• ot bitter induat~al oontliot, ot a'1-1kea, 

'boyoott•, lookout ■• 0D8 need onl7 mention two or three 

o~ national aoo,-.-.the tamou• railroad ••r1ke ot 1a,,; 

the ~•tea4 atee1 strike Of '98; the ~lllftl1 strike ot 

Ohiaa.,a ot 'I-ii the a'9el strike ot 1919; the nume:roua 

coal, ateel and textile atrikea. One need but point to 

that whioh 1a go1ng on before our very eyes at this momettt,

a coal •trike in tile ooal tielda ot Ohio and West Virginia. 

There wol'kingmc have been driven to the Yerga ot deapera

tion b7 atarvat 10111 b7 having been deprived ot 'heir home■, 

being ocmpelled to live in tenla, b7 laok ot raiment tor 

th-.NlT88 and their tamlllea. 

One nee4 but be reminded of this strike 

when the pioeperoua .Amerioan peo,ie 1• oalled upon to aen4 

too4 and calo~lng '° •--arv~ miner1 1 aa 1t Ohio an.cl •••t 
Virglala wem 1n the heart ot dark Ru ala or 1D soma tud.M 

41ati-1ot ot O!d.na. There were 8'r1.ke• 111 the 4aJIP at 
_,_ 



Ab,..be• Linooln, ot oour•; "1Jere were 1nduatr1al diapute• 

the; but the proble ot the proper ·adjualment ot interest• 

between organized oapital m4 argan1zed labor baa beooae 

a thouN.114tol4 more dittioult and more oompl1oate4 and 

more aoute m.noe Linooln' a day, and no proper ao.lut ion has 

aa yet been. tound tor 1,. 

The year• wbloh have elapaed have also 

w1 tnesaed a ,ranato:matian in 'the a tti "1de ot the Anerioan 

people towards 1mmtgre:ticm. There 1■ no longer tree 

1mud.grat1an to the Uni tad States. There •a in the daya 

ot Abra Linoola. I m mi cned a moment ago that he 

great railroads or this oountry, u well aa the luge 

1nduatr1es ot th1• coun,:r,, •• well aa the governmen, ot 

lhia oountrr, not OJU,- welcomed mmi~ant• in tile 19ar■ 

whioh tallowed the 01Til ar but 1nT1ted them and stlnm

lated the• oc,m1ng to these ahare•, aent emmiaarie■ and 

agent• abroa4, vged them to oome here, tantalizing lhem 

with prom••. And the7 .... • Deneen 18615 and the 

beginning ot the twentte~ oentury, tor example, tba 

soandanaviau poured into th1 ■ oount17 ao rapldl7 tha, 

b7 the end ot the nineteenth oemurJ' there were aa man7 

Soan4an,iy1au 1Jl our Northweat,--Wisoonam, Minneao'ta and 

through that oounlr7, equal to one-.tour1;h ot Ille population 

of 'tbe whole ot Borwa7 and Sweden and DftJDBrk. 'l'b1Dt ot 

the hundreds or thouaan4• ot Eastern. European people who 

poured inlo this oounv,. and wllD bu11, our ra1lroa4■ an4 

our bS 



and our taotor1e• ancl clrllle4 in our mine•, builde4 up 

the prosperity whiah 1• ourel 

We prided ouraelwa upon America as being 

the great melti~ pot ot people ■, aa holding out promiae 

and hope tor everyone, and we prided ouraelve upon the taelt 

that we looked upon all people u eqUill, and weloomed all 

1nmdgrama provided they were not menal.l.y or phy ioally 

blemished, and proT1ded they did not threaten to become 

dependen:t. Bui a oha199 has oome over the cr1oan people, 

lnduoed t1rat by the great ar, and eeoondl7, by the 

lnoreaaed 0011lpetlt1cm wh1oh has tallowed the 1ncre aa 1D 

the population or this oountr7. e have introduoed an 

immigration law 1Fh1oh 1• not~ reatr1ot1w but 

aeleot1Te. We no longer aay that all men are equal. We • 

now give preterenoe to Hordio■ over Slav■ or 14941-terraneana 

or Semi tio people; and ainoe the daya ot Linooln a waTe ot 

lntoleranoe, a narrow nat1cnallaa or ohaUT1n1D baa taken 

bold ot lhe Allilr1oan people. 

And lan17. we haw beooma an imperial 

people .S.no L1nooln'a dq. e have annexed otmr 

ooumrie•,-the Phl11ppima, iluta.1 we extended our 

apherea or iJltlumoe, baoked b7 amed toree, OTar the 

Cari bean ooun,17, OYer aan,ral ADmr1oa; we are a,thi■ hour 

o,µ-ry:ing (?D a vn1enot1one4, an unwarranted, illegal an4 a 

l■ n-al n~ la 1flouagua a, 'tba bebea'I of a few all Stred 

'banker• who p!ieter one aet ~ ottioial• in Nioaragua u 
'l'hi■ waa 1noonoe1Table in tba da7a ot Linooln. 

--



• have beoome 1mper1al1■tio to a degree, 

and th orld ar ot oourae drassad ue into the politioal 

atra1r• o~ Europe and ot the world. 'l'b.e arld ar 

eabziolle4 u■ and 1nTolved ua 1nenr1oabl7 1D the affair• 

ot the world. our polltioal hor1.zona widened, our Inter

national respon■1bil1t1e1 were multiplied. 11, ha,e 

n.nano1al interea,a today in no-thirds of the ootmtriea 

ot the world. e have beoome an 1nternat1onaJ .. eople. But 

in the days ot Llnooln we were moat deoidedly a people 

l1Y1ng in what w oall splendid 1aalal1on. 

Now baa Ab L1nooln a meal'llU,i:e fb r ue 

in the yaar 19887 Haw his ideu any rele'ftDOJ' and 

appl1oabil1t7 to our lire 1rod~ I bellne that brabam 

Llnooln ha• a meaaage tor •• I bell ve the baa1o 

prtno1plee ot oonduot, Whether 1n the lite ot an 

1nd1T1dual or oh people are eternal. They hold good today 

a• the:, held good 191tei'dq. You take the matter of the 

■ti-ugg].e be,ween oapi lal and labor, and lie en to a word 

ot oounael rrom Ala-ahem L1nool.Jl. You would not imllgine, 

wa.tld 7011, '1lat in the midat ot the tr1lnlla,1on• ot ar 

thal Abfthaa L1nool.n would haw time ,o oounael 1,h 

people on the proble111 ot oai,1ta1 and labor. But he dt4, 

an4 tbla 1• what he aa14J 

"Labor 1• Pnor to and 1n4epe:nden, ot 

oapl al. Capital 1■ Oilly the tl'Uit ot labor and oov.14 

JMJTer haY «d•te4 it la'bor had not tu• enat • Labar 

mperior or oapltal c4 4e• 
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oona14erat1cm. The strongest bond ot ~unaan sympathy 

outside of the tamlly relatiansehoUl.d be one uniting all 

working people ot all na ti ona, all tongues and kindreds. 

lior should this lead to a •r upon property or the owners 

ot property. froperty- is t.he tru1t ot labor; property 1■ 

deairable, la a positive good in the world. '!'hat aome 

should be rioh shows that others my become rioh, end 

henoe i ■ just enoouragement ~o 1nduatr.r and enterprise. 

Let not him who 1s houselaas pull down th house ot 

another, but let h1DI labor diligently and build one :tor 

himaelr, thus by example aaaurins tmt his own shall be 

sate tram v'lolenoe when built." 

Tba aiyle ia tho clia~ oteriatic style ot 

17 and me.rvelousl7 

protound. And I make bold to say that th1• philosophy ot 

Abraham Linooln will stand tle test ot time. 

Take Abraham L1nooln's Tiew an the aubjeat 

ot 1mmj at ion and the equality ot people. I quote again. 

Thia 1a part ot an addreae delivered by Abraham Lincoln in 

1858 on the oooas1on ot an Independenoe 7 oelebrat101l. 

~ " e tlnd a ziaoe ot men living in that da7 

(the R Tolu\1onary day■; whom we al.aim u our tatmr• 

and grandfather•• They were iron num. They tought fDr 

the pr1na1pl•• ,ha\ they ere oontendins te2, and we 

Wideratood by wlat 1ihey t!Mtn d1d 1\ has tollo d that the 

degree ot pnnent7 wh1oh we BOif enjoy 111.a oom to ua. 

"We hold ,bl ■ annual oelebraiion 
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• 

ouraelve1 ot all the good done in thia process ot ti•, ot 

how it waa done and who did it and how we ue hiatorioal.17 

oonneoted 111th 1,. But tmre is 10mething else connected 

with it. We have bes1de1 tbaae man,teaoended by blood 

trom our anoeatora, we have among u■ perhaps halt our 

people who are not desoendenta ot all or tmae men. Thq 

are men who have come from Europe, Germany and Ireland, 

J'renoh and Soandanavian, --men that have oo e trom Europe 

themselves or wb.oae anoeatora have come hitmr and settled 

here, tindins themaelvea where people win things. It 

they look back through this history to traoe their oonmotion 

with those days by blood, they tind they have none. They 

oannot oarry themselves baak into that glorious epoch and 

make themselves teel that they are part ot us by blood, but 

when they look thao~ that old Deolaration ot Independence 

they tind that thoae old men aay that •we hold tb9ee truth■ 

to be aelr-evident that all men are oreated equal,e and 

than they teel that that moral eentiment taught in that d87 

evidenoee their relatian to thoae men, that it 1• .iie 

tather ot all mortal principle in them and that they have 

a right to olaim it •• tlxN.gh they were nood ot the blood 

and tleah ot the tleah ot the men who wrote the Deolarat ion. 

And so they are. That 1a 'the eleotrio oord ot that 

Deolaration that links the heart■ ot the patriotio and 

llben7-lovins men together, that will 11.Dk ti¥>• paviotio 

heart■ aa long u the love ot treedca exiat1 in '11e minda ~ 

ot men tiiroughou • •he 1ID1' 14. " 1/' 



In other wcr4a, .Amerioa 1• not a natter ot 

blood but a matter ot aored aentimenta and irtnolple•, 

and the true Amerioan 1a n°' mere.l.7 he who traoea hi• 

deaoent trom the rnolutiona17 tathera or tram the dqa ot 

the Ma7tlower, but one Who traoea his apir1 tual lc1nah1p 

with the spirit ot thoee who 11r0te the Deolara.tion or who 

e■tabl1ahed '111• OODDIK>n.•al 111 • 

Again •q• Abraham Lin.ooln, and again I 

qu°'•: "I am not a Xnow-nothingJ that 1a oenain. Bow could 

I be? How oan anyone who abhors the oppression ot Negroes 

be in tawr ot degrading olaaaea ot white people? OUr 

progress 1n degenero7 appears to me to be prett7 rap14. 

A• a nation we began by deolarms tlial 'all mea are 

oreated equal.• We nar praotioally read it 'All men are 

oreated equal exoept Begrou.' en the Know-nothing■ 

get oontrol it will read, 'ill men are created equal exoept 

Negl'Oe ■ and toreignera and Catholioa." Think ot the 

Tiaion. ot the manl "Wben it 001111• to thia, I shall prefer 

algratins to ■01118 country wmre they make no preten• ot 

lOTing liberty,---to Ruaala, tor lnalanoe, wblre deapotima 

oan be take pure and without the be.ae alloy ot 

h7Poo:ru7." 

•• have dr1ned tar troa the spirit ot 

Abraham Linaoln. Take Abraham Linooln•• attitude to 

~ 

the aubjeot of our 1n,ernational nlationa--and with that 

I ahall oloee. A.bz-abaa Linooln aaya: "'l'h• Uni tad Sta'8■ 

hue no emd.t1••• animoa1t1e• or r1Talr1e• an.4 ao intere•'• 
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wh1oh oont11o, witll the welte.re, •te'7 and right• or 

lntere1ta ot an7 o1her nat1ca. Their own prosperity, 

happineaa and agsrandizemnt are sought moat aatel7 and 

adYantaseously thrCllgh the preservation not on.17 ot 

peaoe on their own part but peace among all other nations." 

I wonder whether we oould say that toda7? 

I wmder whether we oan say that we have no interest• 

which confi1ot with the weltare, aatety' and rights ot other 

people? ( I wmder wbetbJr Nioaragua 1a not a retutaU<m. 

ot this spirit ot Allrah• Lincoln? And I wmder whether 

Abraham L1nooln'a ph1losoph7 is not the only sate and 

aoral. philosop)ay tor a great people aioh as ours to adopt, 

Bad I ,he tiDII ![ 1l0Ul bring addit 1onal excerpt■ 

from tbe wr1t1nga ot th1a b love son o't Amerioan demooraoy, 

lo illustrate how very modem, haw ver., pertinent and how 

Tery halptul are 4'he ideals and sentiment■ once expreaaed 

b:, the great emanoipalor in our own day. ~ 

~ the 7ears roU by and -- the dialanoe 

whioh 1eparatea Lincoln troa tba 8UCoeed1ng generation·§ 

beoomea lcmger ~ lonser, as the oon.toun w14en.1/we are 

able to tU.aooftr more and more what a remarkable parson-
• 

ality was ,his ot Abraham LinoolD, wha4' a reme.l"kable 

bmaen being he wu, and 1lha t s1t11 or 1na1ght ad p:rotoun4 

uderatand1_ng or the soul at a aan, c4 all aen an4 all 

people■ and all b11aenit71 belonged ,o A.Wah• Linooln.. 

Bl• wa■ '1le bean ot America; h1a w.a ti. l'U8894 ■ vength 

whloh •• oall Amerloa• hi• •• he T1•1ca and 



the 1n41111table ~a1'11 whioh we o 11 unerloa; hie •• 

the apaolousnea■, the opemee ■, the treedca wbioh we oall 

A.Jllerioa; hi• a the taimeaa, the hon at71 the equare 

deal whioh we oall Aaerloa; his was the good ll, the 

triendl•ne••• ~ ttiutlineea. the ne1ghborlineaa which n 

oall .Amerioa. 

And -,uld to God that 1n this day of oura, 

ao iDTolnd, ao tense, ., ah°' thrmgh 111th problema md 

oontl.1ota, ~ .at 1n thia dq- ot oun, aome Abreh• Llnooln, 
, .,,, , 

kinsman orru 1n ap1r1,, would r1ae to point the way and 
/ 

lead e hoat. 
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