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ttCHRISTIAN FRIENDS OF ISRAEL THROUGHOUT THE AGES." ---- ---- - --- ----- - --
RABBI ABBA HJT.LU SILVER • 

.m. _~_il'_L_E, SUNDAY MORNING, 

MARCH !., l.928, CLEVELAND, Q.:. 



The test1val ot Purim brings to mind, or 

course, the deliveranoe or the Jews or Persia trom the hands 

or Hinnen, who sought the 1r destruot1on. Haman has come to 

stand in the history ot our people tor the arohetype or the 

prototype or the anti-Semite, and Purim has aooordingly 

been made the occasion, from time to time, tor a discussion 

of the problem of anti-Semitism. And yet I tear me that 

this probiem and this subjeot has been, 1n our day, perhaps 

a bit too belabored; so that r made it a practice to devote 

the Purim discourse not to anti-Semitism or to anti-

Semites but to ph1l.o-8em1t1sm and phil.o-Sem1t1es; not to 

the enemies of Israel through the ages but to the triends 

of Israel. through the ages. For had in our darkest 

hour our trienda among other peoples and other faiths 

who rose to our defense 1n a magn1t1oent way, and whose 

nsmes shall therefore be remembered 1n blessing on an 

occasion such as this. 

You will recall that two years ago I spoke 

ot tour or five of these friends ot our people. I spoke 

ot Bernard ot Clairvaux,--st. Bernard who, during the 

Second Crusade, when the lives o:r our people were menaced 

by the marauding and butchering mobs or the Crusaders, when 

oommnu1t1es were exterminated, when Jewish property waa oon­

tiacated, rose to the detense or our people and warned the 

Crusaders that those who abused the jews are like unto those 
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who wouid abuse the body or the Christ himaelt. 

I spoke then, too, or another,--one or the 

righteous among the gentilea--Johann Reuch11n, who detended 

the Jew and Jewish literature 1n the generation immediately 

preceding theProtestant Reformation; who detended more 

especially the 'l'almud against the charges or acousactions 

made by the convert Jew, .Tohann Pre:tterkorn. 

I spoke, too, ot Henri Gregoire, the French 

olerio, who championed the cause ot Jewish emancipation in 

France during the !"rench Revolution, and who was respCJ11Sible 

:tor the granting ot citizenship to the Jews or France, the 

first country which bestowed upon Israel for the first time 

1D 1500 years or more the rights of citizenship. 

I spoke, too, ot Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, 

trtend ot Moses Mendellsohn, author ot "Die Juden." This 

gi:tted German po~t-dramatist was the tirst to make the name 

Jew- respectable in the literature or Western Europe, and who 

raised the Jew 1n the esteem or the intellectual classes 

ot Europe. '?hen I spoke ot :lm.11 1'ola, the great 7renoh 

writer who rose to the detenae ot Dreytua, 7ou will recall, 

when France was nept by a wave ot clerioa1i'sm and ant1-

Sem1t1sm. 

This morning I wish to speak ot three or 

tour others, triends ot Israei. The tirst one was a pope. 

'J.'he popes, as a rul.e, were not triendly to the J'ews; no, 

because the heads ot the Catholic Church were in themselves 

bad people, but beoauae the whole philosophy ot the church 
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wu hostile not only to Jewa but to Arabs, to heretics, to 

any group whioh challenged the univeraa1ity and the complete 

authorit7 or the one reoognized churoh--the Catholic Chu.rob. 

Cathol1o1am, unl.ike other religions, is imperialistic 1n a 

religious sense. It believes that there oan be oniy one 

true religion, and quite naturall7, therefore, it would look 

with distavor upon the existence in E~pe of an alien 

group ot a ditterent faith which ohallenged its dominion. 

At times the popes were oontent with a m1n1mUII 

ot anti-jewish restriction and disability; at times they 

even counseled betriendil:18 the jew 1n the hope or ultimately 

converting hilll. During the period of enlightenment, during 

the Renaissanoe, there were some enlightened, broad-minded 

popes who were more worldly-w1s, more statesmen than theo-

1og1ana, and who aotuall.7 befriended the jews;had jews tor 

their physicians, empl.oyed Jewtsh minds 1n the administration 

or their ~fairs. But veey frequently through the ages 

there were narrow-minded and tanatio and thoroughgoing 

popes who made the life or the Jew miserable. 

i'hue there was Pope ~nbs III, who during 

the seoond Crusade issued a bull which promised everyone who 

would join the crusades absolution tram the need ot repaying 

interest on their debts to Jews. '!'his 1a a torm of con­

t1■oat1ng Jewish propert7. There was Eugenius IV, who 

1n ths m1dd1e ot the fifteenth century issued a bull to 

take etteot 1n Castile 1n Spain, whioh ordered that no 

Christian shall eat or drink or deal or liff with Jen; that 
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the7 ahal1 not use any med1o1ne trom jewish phy'siciana; that 

a Jew shall not be eligible for any otfioe; that the jewa 

l1 are not to build any more synagogues; . that they are to 

seolude themselves during the period or the Passion week; 

I 

that their testimony s~all beiJITal.id aa against a non-jew;tm, 

I 

• 

they are to wear a pecuii.ar garb, a costume which will dis-

tinguish them trom all other people; that they are to live 

segregated in ghettoes, and that they are not to study the 

Talmud. 

In the middle ot the 16th century Pope Paul 

i :rv issued a bull eftective in the papa1 states 1n wh1oh he 

ordered that the J'ew shall. have but one synagogue, and that 
i 

al1 the others shall be destroyed; that the J'ews shall own 
I 

I no real. estate; that Christians shall not emplo7 .Tew1ah 

I 

I 

i 

physicians; that Jews shall not employ Christian serYants, 

and he pers1_stently and tanatioally persecuted the Marano, 

the seoret J'ew. 

'rhere is one pope who shoul.d be remembered 

tor blessing-Pope Innocent IV. During the early Midclle 

Age• the Jews were trequentl.y subjected to b1ood and terror 

becauae or three charges which were trcn time to time made 

against thea. One was th&t they desecrated the host, that 

they stole this holy water which is supposed to be the 

symbollo representation or the body or Chr1sl,--deseorated 

it 1n their eagerness or in their desire to avenge them­

selves upon the llaster ot C:hrist1an1ty. J.nd the second 

charge was the charge ot po1scm1ng ot well.a. !hat wu 

• 
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e~peoially bro~dcast during the terrible Blaok Plague whioh 

devestated 1!:urope in the 14th oentury. The .Tews were 

aooused ot spreading this pl.ague through the poisoning ot 

nils; and the third charge was the tiendish charge known 

as the blood aocusat1on,--that the J&Wa emp1oyed and used 

the blood ot Christian children in the preparation ot their 

test1va1 ot Passover and in the baking or their matzos. 

You sit baok here and laugh, and yet this 

charge as wel1 as the other two were responsible tor the 

i butohering ot tens or thousands ot J'ewish men, women and 

children during the Middle Ages. The b1ood accusation 
i, 

11, charge, strange to say, was first heard or in England, back 
1: 

1: 

1n the 12th oentury under W1ll1aa ot Horwich, and a seoond 

, b1ood accusation in England a little later. Those or you 

I 

I 

!i who have read Chaucer will reoall the story ot Little St.~ 

I 

ot Lincoln. 
In l.235 there was a blood aoousation in the German town ot 

J'ul.da which was responsible tor the torture and the assua-

1nat1on ot eighteen Jews. 

The Jews appealed to the pope. They were 

defenseless; they were helpless in the grip or this stupid, 

vicious charge, and Pope Innooent IV, 1n 1227, issued a bull. 

whioh became tamoua in the ettort to counteract this aharge 

againat the jews. He wrote: 

•certain or the olergy, and princes, nobles and 

great 1orda ot your d1ooe■• have taiaely deT1ae4 

cer'ta1n godless plans against the J'ewa, unJua'tly de-

---~--~""--ilf-___ P_r1_ T~ing--th_e_m_ b_y~ t_o_ro_ e_ot their property, and_ •~P~~- __ 
I 
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pr1at1ng 1t themaelvea; they falsely charge th811l 

with dividing up emong themselves on the Passover 

the heart ot a murdered boy. Christians believe 

that the 1aw of the Jewa prescribes this to them, 

whilst in their iaw the very reverse 1s ordained. 

In faot, 1n their malice, they ascriM every murder, 

wherever it chance to occur, to Jews. And on the 

ground of these and other fabrications, they are 

filled with rage against them, rob them of their poss­

essions without any formal accusation, without con­

ression, and111thout iege.l trial and conTiction. 

Contran- to the privileges graciously granted to 

them from the Apostolic ohair, and opposed to Goel 

and His justice, they oppr es the Jews by starvation, 

1mpr1sonment, and by other t ortures and sufferings; 

they afflict them with all kinds of punishments, 

and sanetimes even condemn them to death, so that 

the 1ewa, although living under Chr.1st1an princes, 

are in a worse plight than were t heir ancestors in 

Egpt under the Pharaohs. They are driven to leave 

1n despair the land in which their fathers have 

dwelt since the memory of man. Since it is om­

pleasure that they shall not be distressed, w 

ordain that ye behave towards them in a tr1end17 

and kind manner. Whenever aey unjust attacks upon thea 

oome llDder your notice, redress their injuries, and do 

not suffer them to be T1s1 ted 1n the tuture by similar 
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tribulations.• 

These were heroic and magnificent words 

spoken. And the amazing thing is that this blood accusation 

persisted right into the twentieth century. You will 

recal1 the tamous Damascus arta1r; some here may personally . . 

remember the 1'1sza-Eazlar attair or 1882. There was a blood 

aoousation in Prussia in '91, in Bohemia in '99, and 1n 

the beginning or the twentieth century there was the tamoua 

(or i».ramous) 

The name or Innocent tv shall therefore be 

remembered as 1ong as jewry lasts with blessing. 

I want to pass on to another friend of the 

J"ews,--Thomaa Babington Maoaula7. '?he jews, you will reoalE, 

had been exiled from England back in 12;0, and they remained 

away from England over three and a halt centuries. That 

accounts tor the ract that Shakespeare never knew and never 

understood the jews, because there were no jews in England. 

When the monarchy teli in the middle of the seventeenth 

century, and Cromwell and the Puritans came into power, 

the time seemed to be propitioua tor an appeal to the 

authorities or Great Britain to permit the return or tbe 

1ewa to England, and the eminent Jewish rabbi and scholar, 

Hanasi ban Israel ot .Amsterdam, who had a great number ot 

friends 1n Eneland with whom he had corresponded, began a 

campaign in an ettort to persuade Cromwell to permit the 

readmission ot the .Tews into England. He was tinally 

tDTited by Cromwell to oome to England and to present his 
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oaae to a Parl1ament, and 1n 1655 Hanaai ben Israel and 

some ot his trienda appeared before the House or Commons 

and presented the reasons why the Jews should be permitted 

to return to England. And one cult:>us reason that was then 

ottered, whioh seemed to have carried the most weight, was 

this: that the time or the restoration of the Jews to 

Palestine was at hand, but that t he J'ews could not be 

restored until they were first scattered to the tour corners 

of the earth, to tultill the propheo7 ot the Bible. "And 

I shall gather them in trom the ends of the earth." 

Now, said Han•s1 ben Israel, the Jews are 

already in America; they are to be found in all the corners 

of the earth but in the one oorner--~land, and once 

they are admitted to England their restoration will be au.re 

to tollow. And both Jew and Christian at that time, the 

middle or the seventeenth century, were eagerly- anticipating 

the coming of the Messiah. Hanasi ben Israel's mission 

was not entirely auccessf'u.l. No form.al consent for the re­

adm1s s 1on or the J'ews was granted. Opposition developed, 

but they were informed that there would be a tacit under­

standing that the settlement ot the J'ews in England would 

not be interfered with. And so the Jews slowly began to 

percolate into England, and by 1660 we know of the existence 

ot two synagogues in London and ot a Jewish settlement. 

How the Jews were well treated 1n Kugland. 

Their lives were secure, their property waa secure, but they 

labored under the same d1aab111t7 that the Cathol1oa labored 
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1n E'ngland, until the year 1829. They were not permitted 

to enter Pa1l.1ament; they were not permitted to matriculate 

in the large universities; they were not permitted to hold • 

off1oea;1n the army and in the navy there were restrictions. 

When 1n 1829 the d1sab1l1t1ea or the Catholics were removed, 

the Jews began an active campaign to have their own dis-

abilities removed, and in 1830 the first b1li was intro-

duoed in Parliament tor the removal of Jewish disability, 

and Robert Grant, who goes :rurther than the 10,th Psala 

you sang this morning--tto worship the Lord"-tlus same 

Robert Grant was the man who introduced this bill into 

Parliament. It was voted down, and any number of bill.a 

introduced in the suooeeding years were voted down, either 

in the House or Commons or in the House or Lords, until 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

II t1nall7 Baron L1one:L. De Rothaohild had hlmselt elected by 

a constituency in London as a member of the House of 
i 
I Parliament, and he presented himself in the house and 

l 

demanded that he be sworn in as a member of the house. 

But the oath ot abjuration read •on the true faith ot a 

Christ1an,w and when Baron Lionel De Rothschild was aaked 

to take the oath, he refused, and having refused, he was 

refused a seat 1n Parliament. 

He went baok to his oonsti tuenc7 and was 

again reelected and again presented himael~, and was again 

rettu1ed. This made the situation quite aoute, but it waa 

not until 18~, alaoat _thirty yeara atter the t1rat bill 

••• introduced, that Rothsoh1ld was pennitted to take the 



oath on the Old Testament with his head covered and in the 

name ot J'ehoTa. In 1860 a bill waa introduced to revive 

the oath, and trom that day on both houses, the Commons and 

the Lords, were open for the Jews ot England. 

Now Thomas Babington Maoauley--Lord Macauley-­

was one or the first champions ot Jewish emancipation in 

England. His maiden speech in the House or Commons had to 

do with the removal ot J'ewish disabilities. I want to 

read one or two statements i ot Macaule7. This was in 1833, 

almost a hundred years ago. 

•The English Jews, w~are told, are not 

Englishment. They are a separate people (that Haman 

aaid are a scattered people hos laws are ditterent 

frGJm the laws ot the king), ~1v1ns iocally 1n this is­

land, but living morally and politically 1n communion 

with their brethern who are scattered over all the 

world. An English Jew looks on a Dutch or a Portu-

guese J'ew as his countryman, and on an English Christian 

as a stranger. This want ot patriotic feeling, it 1s 

said, render• a 1ew untit to exercise political. functions. 

ttThe argument has in it something plausible; 

but a close examination shows it to be quite unsound. 

Even if the alleged tacts are admitted, still tba Jews 

are not the only people who have preferred their 

sect to their country. 

"It the Jews have not felt towards England 

like children, it 1a because she has treated them like 
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a stepaother. There is no reeling which more 

certainly develops itself in the minds ot men living 

under tolerably good government than t he teel1ng or pa­

tr1ot1sa. Sinoe thebeginning ot the world, there 

never was any nation, or any large portion or an~ 

nation, not cruelly oppressed, which was wholly 

destitute or that reeling. To make it, therefore, 

ground ot accusation against a class or men, that 

they are not patHot1c, is the most vulgar legerdemain 

ot sophistry. It is the logic which the wolf employs 

against the lamb. It is to accuse the mouth ot the 

stream ot poisoning the source. 

"Rulers must not be iuttered thils to absolve 

themselves of their soiemn responsibility. It does not 

lie in their mouths to say that a sect 1s not patrlot-

10. It is their business to make it patr1ot1o. 

History and reason clearly indicate the means. The 

English Jews are, as tar as we oan see, precisely 

what our government has made them. They are precisely 

what any seot, what any class ot men, treated as 

they have been treated, would have been. It al1 the 

red-haired people in Europe had, during centuries, 

been outraged and oppressed, banished trom this place, 

1mpr1aoned in that, deprived or their money, deprived 

ot their teeth, convicted of the 1110at improbable crime• 

on the feeblest evidence, dragged at horaea' tails, 

hanged, tortured, burned alive; it, when manner• 
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beoame m11der, they had still been subjeot to 

debasing restrictions and exposed to vulgar insults, 

1ooked up 1n particular streets in some countries, 

pelted and ducked by the rabble in others, excluded 

everywhere trom magistracies and honours, what would 

be the patriotism or gentlemen with red hair? And it, 

under such circumstances, a proposition were made 

tor admitting red-haired men to office, how striking 

a speech might an eloquent admirer ot our old insti­

tutions deliver against so revoiutionary a measures 

'These men,' he might say-, 'scarcely consider them­

selves as Englishmen. They think a red-haired French­

man or a red-haired German more closely connected 

with them than a man with brown hair born in their 

own parish. It a toreign sovereign patronizes red 

hair, they love him better than their own native king. 

They are not Englishmen; they cannot be Englishmen; 

nature has forbidden it; erperienoe proves it to be 

impossible. Right to politioai power thetrhave none; 

tor no man has a right to political power. Let them 

enjoy personal security; let their property be under 

the protection or the law. But if they ask tor leave 

to exercise power over a communit7 ot which they are 

only halt members, a oommunit7 the constitution ot 
. 

which is essentially dark-haired, let us answer them 

1n the words ot our wise anceatora: "We do not wish 

ot England ohanged.'" 



And so by this process or exposing the 

iud.1crous position or his companions, Macauley rendered a 

tremendous service to the cause or liberalism and to the 

cause or Jewish emancipation. 

I want to read just this other paragraph 

from his famous speech on the civil disabilities of the 

Jews. 

ti.Another charge has been brought against 

the Jews, not by my honourable friend the Member 

for the University of Oxford - · he has too muoh 

learning and too much good feeling to make such a charge 

--but b the honourable Member for Oldham, who has, 

I am sorry to see, quitted his place. The hOJ1ourable 

Member ror Oldham tells us that the Jews are natur­

ally a mean raoe, a sordid r oe, a money-ptting 

raoe; that they are averse to all honourable callings; 

that they neither sow nor reap; that they have neither 

rrocks nor herta; that usury is the only pursuit 

ror which they are f1 t; that they are destitute or 

all elevated and amiable sentiments. Such, Sir, has 

in every age been the reasoning or bigots. They 

never tail to plead in justification or persecution 

the Tio es which persecution has engendered. Rnglend 

has been to the Jews less than hall a country-; and 

we rov1le them because they do not reel tor England 

more than a halt patriotism. e treat them aa 

alavea, and wonder that they do not regard us as 
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brethern. e drive them :to mean oocupat1ons, and 

then reproach them tor not embracing honourable 

professions. We long forbade them to possess land; 

and we complain that they chiefly occupy them.selves 

in trade. We shut them out from all the paths ot 

ambition; and then we despise them for taking refuge 

in avarice. Dur 1ng many ages we have , :fin all our 

dealings with them, abused Otn' immense superiority 

ot force; and then we are disgusted because they 

have recourse to that cunning which is the natural 

and uni versa! defence of the weak against the 

violence of the strong. But ere they always a mere 

money-changing, money-getti~, money-hoarding raoe? 

Nobody knows better than 1'1Y. honourable friend the 

Member for the University o Oxford that there is 

nothing in their national character mioh unfits 

them for the highest duties of citizens. e knows 

that, in the infancy of civilization, when our 

island was as savage as New Guinea, when letten and 

arts were still unknown to Athens, when scarcely a 

thatched hut stood on what as afterwards the site 

or Rome, this contemned people had their fenced 

cities and oedar palaces, their splendid Temple, 

their fleets of merchant ships, their schools or 

sacred learning, their reat statesmen and soldiers, 

their natural philosophers, their historians and their 

ever oontended more manfully --~=s--~~------
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against over helming odds for its independence 

and religion? What nation ever, in its last agonies, 

gave such signal proofs of what may be acoomplished 

by a brave despair? And if, in the course or many 

oenturies, the oppressed descendants or warriors 

and sages have degenerated from the qualities of 

their fathers, it, whiie excluded rrom the blessings 

or law, and bowed down under the yoke of slavery, 

they have contracted some of the vices of outlaws 

and of slaves, shall we consider this as matter of 

reproach to thsn? Shall we not ratter consider it 

as matter of shame and remorse to ourselves? Let 

us do justice to them. Lat us open to them the door 

of the House of Connnons. Let us open to them every 

career in which ability and energy oan be ~!splayed. 

Till we have done this let us not presume to say 

that there is no genius among the countrymen of 

Isaiah, no heroism. among the descendants of the 

Macoabees." 

or one other I wish to speak this morning 

and then I shall be through,--or Count Leo Tolstoy. It 

was not until 1917 that the Jews of Russia, constituting 

hait of the Jewish population of the world, obtained 

political freedom. Up to !917, mind you, just eleven 

years ago, up to 1917 the Jews of Russia, half the ews 

of the 11:>rld, lived under a czarism which continued all 

horrors ~-and disorimina-
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tion and segregatian,--restriction in trade, in education, 

that the darkest or the dark Middle es were guilty or. 

And ozarism introduced a ne note into the o em orld,-­

the po rom, the official and cunning instigation or an 

illiterate mob to attack the Jews, to despoil them or 

their possessions, and to rob them of their lives in order 

to turn. the attention or a disgruntled and dissa-tisfied 

population from the ickedness and the degeneration of 

the govermnent itself to the Jews. 

it a few exceptions, the Russian 

inte111gencia, the cultured olass, being .liberai, made 

common cause 1th the Jews. There ere two or three anti­

Semites among Russian revoiutionists, but by and large, the 

Russian intell.igencia defended the J s, and the greatest 

of these was Toistoy. Tol.stoy is remarkable, a beauti­

ful character. He towers as one of the giants of the Old 

Testa.~ent. He was steeped in the tradition, in the 

i1ter ture of both Old and New Testaments, and in him all tne 

mysticism of the Russian soul expresses itself in its 

deepest and profoundest. 

Tolstoy witnessed pogroms. ~olstoy lme 

or the deliberate and the cynical program which had been 

adopted by the Russian government to degrade the status 

of the Jew to the level of the beast, or an outla. His 

soui, his Christian soul., his mystio soul, his humanitarian 

soul. rebelled, and during the re 1gn or terror of the czar, 

when 1 t as dangerous to speak the tree and the courageous 
-~~·~--*~--
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ord, Tolstoy did sp~alc. In 1904, shortly at"ter the 

m.assaore, Count Leo Tolstoy wrote: 

"To look people like w11d beasts 1n a 

cage, to surround them with disgraoerui iaws, as 

in~ immense circus, for the soie revolting 

purpose to let loose the DD1rderous mob upon them 
I 

whenever praotioable for St. Petersburg--terrib1e, 

terrible! Anti-Semi tiam is a mad passion, akin to 

the lowest perversities or diseased human nature. 

It is the will to hate. The F,mperor Hadrian as 

an honest anti-Semite. One day, the 'l'almud records, 

on his journey in the East, a Jew passed the Imperial. 

train and saluted the !!hperor. He was beside himself 

with rage. •You, a Jew, dar to greet the Emperor! 

You shal~ pay for this with your :Life.' In the 

course of the same day another :rew passed him, and, 

warned by example, he did not greet Hadrian. 'You, 

a jew, dare to pass the Emperor without a greetingt' 

he angril.y exolaimed. 'You have forfeited your 11re.' 

To his astonished courtiers he replied: 'I hate the 

.Tews. atever they do, I find intole·rable. I 

therefore make use or any pretext to destroy- them.' 
' 

So are all. ant1-Sem1tes,w aaya ~o1atoy. 

And no one, no one in the reoent generations, 

at least, has paid the jew a higher tribute than this 

Christian. I don't know hether tm jews ot today are 

worthy or the tribute, but Tolstoy was not speaking ot tbl!t 
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jews or toxlay but or the :rew of the ages. He said: 

"The .Tew 1 s that sacred being who has 

brought down from hee.ven the everlasting fire, and 

has illumined w1 th 1 t the entire world. He 1 s the 

religious souroe, spring, and fountain out at which 

ali the rest of the peoples have drawn their beliefs 

and their religions. 

ttThe Jew 1 s the pioneer or l.iberty. Even 

in those olden days, when the people were divided into 

but two distinct ciasses, slaves and masters,--even 

so iong ago had the law or Moses prohibited the 

practice of keeping a person 1n bondage for more 

than six years. 

nThe Jew is the pioneer or civilization. 

Ignorance was condemned in olden Palestine more even 

than it is today in civilized Europe. 

"The .Tew is the embl.em of oi vil and relig­

ious toleration. 'Love the stranger and the sojourner' 

Moses commancl.s, 'becaus-e you have been strangers 1n the 

land of Egypt.' And this was said in those remote 

and savage times when the principal.. ambition or the 

races and nations consisted in crushing and ensl.aving 

one another. As concerns religious toleration, the 

jewish faith 1a not only far trom the missionary spirit 

of converting people of other denominations, but on the 

contrary the ~almud commands the Rabbis to intorm and 

explain to every one who w1111ng17 oomea to aooept, the 
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jewish religion, all the d1ff1cult1e invol.ved in 

its acceptanoe, and to point out to the would-be 

proseiyte that the righteous of all nations have a 

share in 1rnmorte.l1ty. Of suoh a lofty and ideal.. 

religious toleration not even the moralists or our 

present day can boast." Finally, 

"The Jew 1s the emaiem of eternity. He 

whan. neither slaughter nor torture or thousands or 

years oould destroy, he whom neither fire nor sword 

nor inquisition was able to wipe orr trom the raoe 

or the earth, he who was the first to produce the 

oracles o~ God, he who has been tor so long the guard­

ian ot prophecy, and who transmitted it to the rest 

or the wor1d,--such a nation cannot be destroyed. The 

Sew is everlasting as is eternity itselt'. 9 

So an this day, whioh naturally brings to 

our mind an enemy or our people who, •1th out reason, 

without justice, sought to destroy the innocent; on this 

day, which brings to our mind many similar oooasions of 

dread and terror whioh were visited upon our people in all 

parts ot the worl.d, when their l.ives were uncertain, When 

they were subject to every whim or every tyrant, even on 

this day, which brings t,o our mind the centuries ol.d Tia 

dol.orosa whioh our tatmrs have traversed, this sel. t-same 

day we wish to remember those or God's chil.dren not ot our 

ta1th, not of our blood, but who because theJ were God's 

ohildren, ot His spirit, and who therefore 
~~-~--t+-------
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the kinship or humanity, rose to speak the word ot truth, 

or justice, or :love in the hour of danger and need in the 

defense of the he1-pless Jew-. 

And may this peop1e, this ancient peopl.e, 

and thia--to quote Tolstoy-immortal peopl.e, may this 

peopie, which never forgets, invoke the names of these 

and others like unto them in benediction. 

--o-
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The English Jews, we are told, re not En~lishmen . Thy re a 
separate people, livin loc lly in this island, but livi g morally 
and politically in communion ith their brethren who are scattered 
over all the world. An English Je looks on a Dutch or a Portuguese 
Jew as his country an, a.nd on an English Christian as a stran er. 
This want of patriotic feeling , it is said, renders a Jew unfit 
to exercise political functions . 

Th argument has in it something plausible; but a close ex ina tion 
sows it to be quite unso~d. Even i f the alleged facts re drc.itted, 
still the Jews are not tne only people o have preferred their sect 
t o their country. 

If the J ws have not felt towards Encrlan<i like children, it is 
because she has treated them like a stepmother. There is no feeling 
which more certainly develops itself in the minds of men living un er 
tolerably good government tnan the feeling o patriotism . Since the 
be inning of the worla, there never was ny nation, or any large 
portion of any n tion, not cruelly oppressed, whic h as holly destitute 
of that feeling . To make it, therefore, gr oun - of accusation against 
a class 0£ men, that they re not patriotic, is the most vulgar 
legerdemain of Eophistry. It is t he lo ic whic1 the wolf employs 
~gainst the lamb. It is to accuse the mouth of the stream O~ poison i ng 
the source. 

Rulers must not be suffered thus to aosolve themselves of their 
solemn responsi oility. It oes not lie in their mo~ths to say t1at 

sect is not patriotic. It is their business to make it patriotic . 
Hi story an reason clearly in·icate t1e ~ens . ~he nglish Jes are, 
as far as we can see, precisely what our gove rn ent has made them. 
They are precisely what any sect, hat any cl ass 01 men, treated a s 
they have been tre ated, would have been. If all the red-haired people 
in Europe had, during centuries, been outraged and oppressed, banished 
from this pla.ce, imprisoned in t na t, deprived of their money, epri ved 
of their teeth, convicted o the most i probable crimes on the 
f eeblest evidence, ragged at horses• t ails, hanged, tortured, urned 
live; if, hen manners became alilder, they ha.d still been subject to 

debasing restrictions and exposed to vulgar insults, locked up in 
particular streets in some countries, pelted and ducked by the r abble 
in others, excluded everywhere from m&gistracies and honours, what 
ould be t he patriotism of gentlemen with red hair? And i f , under 

sucn circumstances, a proposition were nade for admitting red-haired 
ment to 01fice, how striking a speech might an eloquent admirer of 
our old institutions deliver against so revolutionary a measurel 
11 These men," he might say, "scarcely III consider themselves as 

nglishme.n. .:.hey think a red-haired Frenchman or a red-ha ired Gerrnan 
more closely connected ith them than a man with bro n hair born in 
their own parish.. If a foreign sovereign patronises red hair, they 
love him better than their own native king . They are not Englishmen; 
they cannot be En8lishmen; nature ha s fo rbidden it; experience proves 
it to be i mpossible. Ri ;ht to political power they have none; for no 
man has a right to political po er. Let them enjoy personal security; 
let their property be under the protection oi the law. But if they 
ask or le ave to exercise power over a community of hich they are 
only half members, a community the constitution of hich is essentially 
uark-haired, let us answer the in the words of our ise ancestors, 
• ol un us le es An &rl ldle utari. 11 

¾◄ \-'.T~ ~ 
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I am not able to speak of anti-Semitism in them nner it 
deserves. And this not bec&use have not the po er or the 
right words. It is rather because I am hindered by somet ing 
tha.t I cannot overcome. I would find ords biting, heavy, and 
pointed enough to tling them in the f ce of the ma.n-haters, but 
or that purpose I must descend into a kind of filthy pit. I 

must put myself on a level ith neople whom I do not respect 
~nd for whom I have an org nic aversion . 

I 

I am inclined tot ink that anti-Semitism is in isputable, 
just as leprosy and syphilis are, and that the orld will be cured 
of this shameful disease only by culture, which sets us free, 
slowly but surely, from ailments and vices. 

Of course, this does not relieve me of the duty to combat in 
every ay the development of anti-Semitism and, according to my 
powers, to preserve people from ?etting infected by it. The Jew 
or today is dear to me, and I 1eel myself guilty before him, for 
I am one of those who tolerate the oppression of the Jewish nation, 
the great n&tion, hom some of the ·ost prominent . estern thinkers 
consider, as a psychicrl type, higher and reore beautiful th n the 
Russian. 

I think that the judgment of these thinkers is correct. To 
my mind, Jews a.re more European than the Russians are, because of 
their strongly developed eeling of res .ect for work an· an, if 

not for any other reason. I admire th spiritual steadfastness of 
the Jewish nation, its manly 1 ealisms, its unconquerable iaith 
in the victory of good over evil, in the possibility o: happiness 
on earth. 

The Jews - mankind's old, strong leaven, - have always exalted 
its spirit, bringing into the world restless , noole ideas, go~ding 
men to embark on a search for finer values. 

All men are equal; the soil - is no one's, it is God's; man 
has the right and the power to resist his fate, and we may stand up 
even against God, - all this is written in the Je ish Bible, one 
of the world's best books. And the con 1:~ndment of love for one's 
neighbour is a.lso an ancient Jewish co o.ndment, just as are all 
the rest, "t1ou shalt not kill" among them. 

I believe th·t 
tha.n any other, and 
not only because it 
powerful humaneness 
of man. 

Je ish wisdom is ore all-human r...nd universal 
this not only because of its im~. e orial age, 
is t1e first-born, but also because of the 
that saturates it, because of its high estimate 

11 The true Shekinah I is man, 11 say a Je ish te • This thouo-ht 
I dearly love, tis I nsider the hi heat wisdom, for I am con­
vinced of this: th~t til e learn o admire man as the most 
beautiful and marvel us phenomenub our planet, til then we s all 
not be set free fro the abo in~t{a an lies th t saturate our 
lives. 

It is it 
1th this convic 

b lieve firmly t 
th t II T e oly 

s conviction 
on I shall le 

rt tn time 
holies ism 

I 
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come when tb 
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11 Certain of the clergy, c..na. princes, nobles and 
great lords of your dioceses h~ve falsely devised 
certain godless plans against the Jews, unjustly ae­
privin0 the by 1orce of their property, and appro­
priating it themselves; they falsely charge them 
with dividing up among themselves on the Passover 
the heart of a murdered boy . Christians believe 
that the Law of the Jews prescribes this to them, 
hilst in their Law the very reverse is ordained. 

In fact, in their r alice, they ascribe every murder, 
wherever it chance to occur, to Jews . And on the 
ground of these and other fabrications, they are 
filled l 1th rage against them, rob them of their pos­
sessions without any tormal accusation, without 
confession, and without legal trial and conviction. 
Contrary to the privileges fraciously ~ranted to 
t em from the Apostolic chair, an opposed to God 
and His justice, they oppress the ~ews by starva-
tion, imprisonment, an by other tortures and suffer­
ings; they afilict them ith all kins of punishments, 
and someti~es even condemn the to ~eath, so 
~ht the Jews, although livin~ un er Cristian 
princes, are in a worse plight than were their n­
cestors in gypt under the Ph--·raohs. They a.re 
~riven to leave in uespair the land in hich their 
fathers have welt since t e .-.1emory of man. Since 
it is our ple sure tat they shall not be distressed, 
e ordain that ye beh~ve to rrds them in a friendly 

.,. nd kind manner. •. henever any unjust attacks 
upon them co e un er your notice, redress their 
injuries, an do not suf er~ em to be visited in the 
1uture by similar tribulations ." 
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The Jew is that sacred being who has brought down from 
heaven the everlasting fire, and h s illumined 1th it the 
entire world. He is the religious source, spring, and fountain 
out of which all the rest of the peoples have drawn their 
beliefs and their religions. 

The Jew is the pioneer of liberty. Even in those olden 
days, when the people were divided into but two distinct 
cle.sses, slaves and masters - even so long go had the law 
of 'oses prohibited the practice of keeping a person in oonda e 
for more than six years. 

The Jew is the pioneer of civilization. Ignorance was 
condemned in olden Palestine more even than it is today in 
civilized Europe. 

The Jew is the emblem of civil and religious toleration. 
'Love the stran er nd the sojourner•, -~oses commands, 'because 
you have been strangers in the land of . gypt.• And this 'as said 
in those remote and savage times when the principcl ambition of 
the races and nations consisted in crushing and ensl aving one 
another. As concerns reli ious toleration, the Jewish faith 
is not only far from the missionary spirit of convertin people 
of other denomin t ions, but on the contrary the Ta.lmud corum 0 n s 
the Rabbis to infor and explain to every one who illingly 
comes to accept the Jewish religion, all the di f1 iculties involved 
in its acceptance, a.nd to point out to the would-be proselyte that 
the righteous of 11 nations have a sh re in immortality. f 
such a lofty and i ·eal religious toler tion not even the mor lists 
of our present day can boast. 

The J ew is the emblem of eternity. He whom neither slauf hter 
nor torture of thousands of ye ars could destroy, he whom neither 
fire nor sword nor inquisition w s able to ipe off from the face 
of thee rth, he who ~as the f irst to produce the oracles of God, 
he who has been f or so long the guardian of prophecy, c;;nd who 
transmitted it to t he rest oft e orld - such a nation cannot be 
destroyed. The Je is everlasting as is eternity itself. 

Leo Tolstoy. 
I N TH~ T :TIETH CE TURY. 

To lock people like wild beasts in ~ cage, t o surround t i e with ' is­
gr aceful laws, as in an immense circus,for the sole revolting purpose 
to let loose the murderous mob upon t hem 1enever pr cticable or St. 
Petersbur -terrible,terrible! 
Anti-Semitism 1s a mad p ssion, akin to the lo est perversities of 
diseased human n ture. It is the ill t o ha te. 

he Enperior Hadrian a s n honest anti-Se ite. One ~ay,the Talmud 
recor s, on his journey in the r a.st, a Jew passed t e Imperial train 
and saluted the Emperior. He as beside himself with rage. "You, a 
Jew, a.are to e-reet the ~mperforl You shall p ---y or this it your life.• 
In the course of the same d~y anoth r J ew passed him,and,warned by 
example,he did not greet Hadri r. . 'You, a Jew, ~are to pass the Emperor 
without a greetin .· l" he angrily excl med. 'You have forfeited your life. 
To is a stonisie courtiers he replied: 'I h · te t he Jes. ha tever 
the y do, I .!. inu in-c olere.ble. I therefore make use of any pretext to 
destroy them.• 
So are 11 anti-Se ites. 

Le o Tolstoy,190 . 
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