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A very aisnirJ.oa.nt book has just been 

published oalled "The Island \V1th1n " written b7 Mr. Ludwig 

Lewiaolm, and it is this book whioh will oonatitute the 

text ot my address this morning. You will recall this selt

aame Lewiaohn is the author or two other wolica built on a 

lewish thema,--"Upetream" and "Israel." This is the third 

book, and the third 1s in the nature ot a saga of tour 

generations ot J'na. Thia saga begin■ 1n lMO and oloaea 

in 1928. It apana almost a oentury ot Jewish lite, begin

ning with a poor melame4, or teaoher of little chil~n, in 

the oity ot Vilna, in Li thuan1a, and closing with the story 

ot Dr. Arthur Levy, payoh1atr1et and eni.inent aoientiat ot 

New York, saturated in all 1he learn~ and the wisdom ot 

the last hour. 

Thia book, "The Island 1tb1n," may be aaid 

to be a ohron1cle or the spiritual and oulture.l and social 

regimens to whioh the laat three or tour generations ot our 

people in Europe and in Amer1oa were subjeote4, and in t.he 

• charaotera ot thia book one find• depicted all the aomed7 

and all the traged7 1noidenial to the suooess1Te adJuatmenta 

toroed upon the 3ew upon hia leaving the isolation ot the 

ghetto. 'l'he boOk is the story ot the attsp'ted assimila

tion on 1he part ot men and women who preterrecl eeourit7 

and oontorm1 ty ,o d1aor1m1na t1 on and non-oontormi v. It 

1• the atar.-y ot an attempted eaoape trom the partioular 

tate or destiny usigmd to eaoh generatian,--an attempted 



eaoape trom the diaab111t1es incidental to belonging to the 

J'ewish tellowship, and 1 t is the stor7 ot the tragedy- wh1oh 

ensued as a result ot this attempt.ed esoape. 

The book is also a olinioal analysis or the 
. 

~rbid ways whioh beset people who attempt suoh an esoape, 

and it is also the reoord ot at least one man who, having 

traveled the whole road ot salt-denial 811d self-humiliation, 

returns to his people a healed and a cleansed an:l a oon

seorated :rew. 
"The Island 1 thin" ot Mr-. Lewiaohn ia an 

amazing expose or the ap1r1tual homelessness ot whole 

generations ot J'ew■ who have dritted trom their anoient 

mooring■, trom their anoient ta1th, piety and loyalty, and 

tind themselvea toaaed about on an uncharted a-.., without 

oompaas and without rudder, ■eeki:ag the aatet7 ot &Ome harbo~ 

whioh seeminglJ' they oannot tind,-in aearoh ot an island 

ot sate-Cy, and yet ignorant ot the taot that the only island 

ot aatety whioh exist• 1n the world 1a "the island within." 

Tbeae people tlee trom their past, trom their 

raoial memor1••• trom their kith and kin, trom themaelve•; 

they try to esoape a tate whioh to tbem seems to be a 

oalamit7, and 79, thq tind oalamity wh1'theraoever they go. 

They betake thcael ves, w iah themselvea all the time• and 

theretare the reason wh1oh sets than •nder1ng 1a alwa7a at 

their heela, and it 1a _ot these people and ot the ocaedie■ 

and the tras dies ot their lives that 'th1a book ot Lewiaohn 

speaks. 
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It begins with Rabbi Mendel ban Reb J'1za.hook, 

ot Vilna, a melamed. a teaoher ot little ohildren, 1ndesor1b

abl7 poor, 11triotl7 orthodox, ot course; pious, and yet with 

a secret, unsat1a1'ied longing 1n hia soul to know something 

ot the great world beyond the ghetto wall, to know aomething 

ot the world ot nature. Be meets with a a 

representative of the movement tor the enlightenment or the 

J'ewa in Eastern rope, ho introduces him to the literature 

and the philosophy and the soienoe ot today. He alS> meeta 

up with the Chaasid1m in h1a oi ty, that aeot ot J'ewiah 

mystics whioh was tounded by theBa'a.l. Shem,and in that aeot 

he t1nds something ot the glow and the tervor and the un

bounded enthuaium wh1oh be misaea 111 his long, cold, 

austere Talmudio lite. 

Heb ndel beoomes dissatiatied with h1a 

protesaion. Be aeeka eaoape, Juai as all the other nembera 

ot hia tribe, and the next three or tour generationa will 

aeek to eaoape, eaoh one :rrca hia appointed ta te or destiny. 

Be leaves hie profession and he beoom• an agent tor a 

wealilQ' d1et1ller 1n the oity ot Vilna, Chaim Bratzlawer. 

The tirat rea.otion to thia is tha, h1a w1lte beoomea turioua-

17 unhappy. She would rather rend her garment• in atonement 

ot his death than to aee him be degaded to the level ot an 

agent tor a 1atiller, forsaking the aaored oalling ot a 

teaoher; and ndel b1maelt begins to feel an emptiness in 

h1■ lite. Be begin■ to long :to:r hia booka a!¥1 hie little 

aohool, tor the l1brar, and the synagogue and tor the 
~~~~===~= 
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dignity whioh oame with the protoeaion ot a teaoher. A 

Toid a eta in 1n hi a 11 te, ani the • oontliot break• him, and 

at the age ot torv Mendel 'ben Reb lizohoak, t V1lna, diea, 

a tut1le and lonely man, prostrated and defeated. 

His son Ef'raill adTanoea oonaiderably beyond 

hia tather 1n h1a JaOdernizaticm or Europeanization. Etraim 

olipa the forelook ot his hair; Etraim dresses himself in 

the mode ot his day; Etraim leama German, begins to read 

book• in German. He becomes the righthand man or this same 

Bra:tzlner, tor wham h1s tather worked. He marrie ■ 

Bratzlawer•s daughter. Bratzlawer, seeking to establish 

a branch ot h1a business in Prussia, sends his son-in-law 

and daughter to represent him in :Iuterburg in Germany• and 

so these two arrive in Germany aa Herr and Frau Etraim Levy. 

They still remain f nent J'ewa; they observe 

the law•; Uley don't eat trete; they are identified w1 th 

the ■ynagogue. And yet a oertain degree ot luit7 beg1na 

to aet in in their obaervJmoea, and a certain tendency to 

oompromiae. They seem to be obaentns Jews not out ot a 

tremendoua oonT1ot1on but :ra'1ler out ot habit and anoeati-al 

piety. Yet the ohildren born unto them are no longer reare4 

1n a oompletely Jewish milieu, enT1romnenl. The nunea and 

the aenant• in the houae ere German, and it 1a the German 

tolk scmga and the German tolk atoriea and the German 1d10JU 

whioh the■e two ooml>1ne in the last yeara ot their lives, 

and the German aahool soon supplant• the oheder and tollow-

1ng the aohool 1a the G,-naa1ua, and the oh11 dren are 

_,,_ 
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Germanized in proportion aa thq are de-Judaized. 

The author traoea the story ot each one at 

the tive ohll~n ot 1 tra1m. e are not oonc med th all 

or them; we are pr1no1pally oonoerned with one, but ot the 

one other a veJ:'I inoiatve and a very pathetic aoootmt 1a 

given, the aon ot Tobiu, the son ot Etra1m, the grandson 

ot endel ben Reb Jizohook ot Vilna. Tobia• as a young 

man ia oapt1vated by the new world in which he is intro

duoed,--by ila Ger.man, its t'reedom, its honest manner, it■ 

graoe. Be meets up w1 th non-Jewish student a, and they take 

to him. They befriend him, and he think• he beoomea one ot 

them.. There are momenta ot keen awareness in the lite ot 

Tob1u when he realizes that real;lf here is a ditterenae, 

that while they be:triend him, they ar not h1s triema, tmt 

he ia not one ot them, that a gulf does ex1at. But lB tries 

to toroe th1a lcnow ledge down into his sub-•onaoioua aelt; he 

retuae■ to acknowledge these things to himaelt; and during 

his univerai ty' years thia p:moess ot oomplete Ge:rmanizatian 

oont1nuea. Tobias remove a himselt trom all poaa1ble oon

taot with hie tallow J'ewiah atudenta; he beocmea eavanged 

troa h1a people; he take a on the manner and the gait and the 

attitude ot the Teuton, and the war ot 1870 t1nda Tobia■ 

righting tor k 1aer and the ta,herlan4, a German ,-ong 

Germana, oompletel7 oonv1noe4 that 1.be new day ot mlighten

Jl8Dt baa wiped out all d1at1not1on. ot raoe and olu and 

nationalit7 and r ligion., aJld Tobiu •m.e the daughter ot 

ti haa himself bapt1ae4, beoaU1e hi• tatmr, 
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Br:raia, look• upon him aa dead. 

Tobias beoomea an llllinent jurist; he ra1aea 

h1a oh1ldren aa Chr1at1ane, and tm rld War t1nds him a 

wealthJ' J'uat1zrath, with a mob or , nnbappy German■ 

howling 1n h'ont ot hie houae and danouno1ng the aoouraed 

ln 11v1ns 1n that bouae, who teeda while true Germ.an• die 

ot hunger; and atonea are hurled at the distracted Tobia■, 
. . 

and a tootnan brings 1n a telegram whioh announoe■ that 

his son had been shot do111 111 Plander1, and a dey aob break■ 

to the lip■ ot this old, waled man, who had ~r t1tt7 yeara 

aought to estape h1• ta'8; and throw1DB out hia hands hlll or1ea 

alou4, with 'the bi tte:rneaa ot hia lite and tm wreokage ot 

his past, he o:rie• aloUd words wh1oh bad not orosaed hi• lip■ 

in tit'ty rean--"Sbmab Yi■roel!" 

But th1e aaga ot 1aoba ,:raoea tba •"or7 

not through 'l'obiaa but thrc,Jgh hi• younger brotbar, J'aoob. 

laoob 1■ not •• brilliant aa Tobia• but equally aa enter

prising. He 1a toroed to leave h1a tom and he goes to 

Amerioa, and in 18'11 laoob Lcr,7, grandson ot lfemel ben Reb 

11zohoat ot Vilna, am.vee in Hew York Cit,". The tor., ot 

hi■ early atrugglea am ot h1• rise to wealth 1• a 0011110n

plaoe et017 in tile annals ot early Genum J'ewiah tnn\grant■ 

to thl United State■, and we med 110t dwell upcn it now. Be 

sae• througll rapidly the tarmal prooeaa ot Amerloa1zat1ca. 

Be lon ■ Ame:r1oa, he lowa 1,a t111 1na,1tut1ona1 he loff■ 

1,a marwloua opportun.1t1 .. ; he '80C1111 ■ lhOroughly Jmerieu-

1•4• To the end ot h111 dqa, ~ oourae, he retain• hl• 
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German aooent, hie German love at muaia, hi• lavve tor German

lniah dishea, h1• love tor German oontaota and tellowship. 

Be is not oompletely alienated trom J Wish lite. He attends 

the &Jnagogue onoe or ioe a year. Be 1a rather suspioioua 

ot his tell.ow Jewa who have oome trcn Eaater Europe ; he at•

Uke• Y1dd1all, particularly. He marries the daughter ot a 

<Jerman J wiah tamll7 natl ve to America, and the home which 

they aet up ia one whioh ia almoat completely de-J1111.a1ze4. 

J"ewiah oeremonlea and oustoms have no place in it; 1e sh 

testivala are not observed; .Tewiah subjeot■ arc scarcely 

touohed on, --a completely denuded homa; and in this home 

their aon Arthur. tm hero ot the book, 1• born and reared, 
• 

Arthur,--a aenalt1Te, thpughttul, :reet1ve, eager lad. 

Very earl)" in. lit , as a child, Arthur 1• 

made aware by etreet urch11111 and aohool o hildren that he ia 

a :rew, and a oertain stigma begina to attach 1tselt to tmt 
• 

name 1D the mind ot Arth~t au'l dur1DB his high school daya, 

aimllarl7, oertain thing• happen which make the b07 pa1n

tull7 and unl>appily aware ot hia 1ew1ahn•••• Be beoomea ' 

al111>•t morbid on the subjeot. Bot ha'Ying tound 1n his own 

home 0011penaatiana t~ Zaw1ah lite, not knowing anything ot 

the r1ohneaa and the beauty and the Ghana and the meaning ot 

lewiah lite, and yet being aubjeoted to th ■lings and 

arrow• ot ant1-lew1ah •nUment about him, he beoome• morbid 

and repreaaed; be teela truatrated, and th1• truatration 

expre■ae■ ltaalt tiret 1n a dogged am determined ettort to 

xoel in hi■ work, 1n hia ■tu41 •• to rise abOYe 
_,_ 



• 

• 

all the non-Jewish atudenta, and, aeoondl7, in a morbid 

ish to aToid oontaot with ;r · •• and thinga Jenab. 

In hia univer■i v daya at Columbia he meet• 

up with a goodly number ot J'ewe, many ot whom 1urter trom 

the same malad7 or mal-adjuatment and trua,ration. that 

A.rthur suttera troa. They speak ot Jews and .Tudaiam m_ 

roa, with ba'8d breath, and this su.ppreasion o~ that whioh 

one ia, and this oona'8n'I &Zteotatlon to be what one 1■ not, 

manitea,a itaelt upon the part ot these Jewish student• 

whom he aeea in oertaln torm ot neurosis, certain morbid 

express1onaJ they are either overly shy or overly aggreasift; 

they are either overly reTolut1onaiy O't temperanent or 

speech, or they are nenou1ly SllOb 1ah; they are not normal; 

they are not at peace; they are not at ease with themselves 

in their world. 

Arthur takes furiously to study; he studiee 

aoienoe, payohology, and the new soienoe ot pyohoanalyeia, 

and he teel• that in the real.Jll ot ao1enoe, at least, all 

dittereno•• ot raae and oreed and nationality oount tor 

naUght. He lea ca h1maelt to be line th t raoe 1• only a 

tiotion after all, that all raoee are monsrel raoe•• 

Be lead• himself to believe 1hat all theae d1at1not1ona 

1J11tter little, and that ll men, 1t they would beoOD8 

the:rougbly ao1er,:ttt1o and alishtene4, would eaail.J' alough 

ott these mec11aTaliaJU and beoome true tr1anda ot one 

another. 

into that trame ot m1n4. 
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That ia also a way ot escape. Ba tries to keep away troa 

the teeming world about him, the wcrld ot reality, the -,rld 

ot things as the7 are. He tries to live in this rar1t1e4 

a\mosphere, this isolated world ot so1ent1t1o thought, 

where he thinks he oan tind peaoe :t'or his soul. And he does. 

He 1• made aware that the world is not mde up by- abetrao

t1ona ot human being■ with history ot anteoedenta and 

temperaments and oontl1ot1ng standard■. Even his beat non-

1ew1ah tr1ends reminded him one day or h1a 1ew1ahne••• 

Arthur Levy oannot rouse within himeelt the 

great enthuaiasm tor the World ar. He ia suap1o1oua, and 

rightly so, ot the motives both of the Central Powers and 

ot the Allied Power•, and he takes oooas1on to expresa 

that opinion ~o hia nearest and oloseat non-J'ewish tr1en4; 

whereupon hia tr1en4 remind a hia, "Ot oourae , now, "he ae.ya," 

"7011 are arguins l1ke a .Tew and not like an .A.merioan. '' He 

listens, too, to his fellow non&1ew• speak with a certain 

whimaioal pride o't their anoeatora. This one oame from 

Sootland, this one oame from Wales, thia one oam9 trom 

Germ.an7, and eaoh one 1a proud to traoe ba.ok hia lit to 

hie anoeatral lite. Arthur LeTy knows tbat he never speaks 

ot h1a anoeatora beoauae he 1a not partioularl7 proud ot 

h1• ffirebeara, either in Insterbu.rg in Germany, or in V1lna, 

Lithuania; and ao be is ungrounded, uprooted and unhapp7. 

Be graduate■ troa medioal aohool aa Dr. 

Arthur LeTJ', ao1ent1■4' and pa7ohiatr1■t. Be beoomea an 

inter• in an 1nn1tut1on. or in an uylua tor the .in~-, 
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tram whioh he qu1akl7 reaigna, beoauae, seeking to 1n,ro

duoe oenain retoaa, be 1a aoon nade aware ot the taot that 

he 1• a Jew, and one ot his oolleeguea part1oularly atreasea 

the point to h1Jl,--that Arthur LeTy is a foreigner and a Jew. 

And ao he aeta up in buaineaa, so to speak, tor himaelt; and 

then he meet■ Elizabeth Knight, a charming, oul tured young 

woman, daughter ot a Campbellite preaoher. 

'lhe story ot their romance we cannot enter 

into at the present time. It baa tine elenenta ot real 

beauty and nobility, with a foretaste of the inevitable 

traged.7. They are married, and slowly and 1mperoep,ibly 

the shadows ot d1a1llua1onment begin to tall across the path 

ot their l1v••• InT1a1ble wall■ , walls heretofore 

1nv1■1ble by the e7ea ot early love begin to loan up formid

able before them, and tt1T1al.1t1es beoome deaperatel7 

important in their 11vea, rearing wall•, d1T1d1ng wall• 

be tween them. Their ra.oial traditions• their tE111peramenta, 

their dislikea, meet and cla■h. They make desperate et:rona 

to understand one another, to merge their personalities. 

They tail utterly. 

so Arthur Levy wanta to establish tor 

himaelt a home built on the model or the traditional 1ew1ah 

home--not J'ewiah in the aense ot rel1g1oua, not J'ewiah in 

the aense ot racial, but Jewish in tie senae ot the oomplete 

home. Elizabeth 1• interested in heraelt, in her work, 

in her oareer, in her 1nd1T1dual1t7. Dr. Leyy would like 

to haTe oblldren; Rlizabeth doea not wiah ohildren. ~-
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Dr. LffY' a family would like to take Elizabeth to itself 

and to ita bosom, and yat Elizabeth, somehow, tinda it 

1mpo•1ble to_ want up to Arthur's tam117, and the tem117, 

•eMing this unoonaoioua alootneaa on the part at Elizabeth, 

retreat•• Elizabeth soon bes1na to teel the diaor1m1na

t1ona against Jewa, beoauae her name 1a now Levy, and she 

oannot reoonoile mrselt to these d1sor1m1nat1ona, or to 

spending her lite oompletel7 in a world ot 1ewa. 

So a great void, an emptiness, sets in 1n 

tbe lite ot Arthur L9'f7. A eon ia born to them fm:d he • 

begina t(! worry about his son. Will his lite be aa homeless 

and uprooted as the lite ot his father? And then begins the 

retreal ot Arthur Lev ,--the retreat -perhaps the advanoe-

the retreat baak to his people. Be begins to read Jewish 

booke, to study Jewish literature, and a world ot mm.oriea 

preaa about him, and a world of beaut7, ano1ent and 1neftable, 

■urges up and beg1na to envelope the soul ot Arthur Lev7. 

He enter• a J'ew1.ah hospital, and there among Jna who are 

J'e••• he meeta up with a T1r1le, Tigoroua, aot1,re, normal 

J'ewiah lite, where people are not oonoerned at what o1her 

people are think:1~ ot them, where people are not attenpt1ng 

to adjust their DBnner, their apeeoh and their oonduo, to 

au.it other tolk; where Jewe, patients and phpioian■ and 

aoo1al worker• and adm1Diatratara l1Te normal wholesome 

11n,. And a peaoe ■teal■ into the heart ot Arthur LeTJ, 

a aenae ot ease at being ahel tere4. One d1 d not have to 

oona1der and weigh on•'• word• beoaU1e ao-and-ao JllQ' be a 
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Gentile and might not be understood. Here among hie tel10111 

1 ewa one oan be moat bu1nan, moat personal; one d not ha \18 

to consider the nioeness ot one .. urt and t nioeneas ot 

another hurt. He realized that the more freely 1ewish one 

wa■ , the leas oonaoiousl7 and agnizedly le iah one was 

toroed to be. Be didn•t have to spend his emotions in 

warding ott slights 1n oruel and ditt1oult inner ani outer 

adjustments. 

And Dr. L8"y meets up with Reb ahe Baoohen, 

a repreaenta.t1 ve ot the large orthodox organiza 1i ion whiah 

built and t1.nan.oed this hospital, and Reb oahe Haoohen 

reveal.a to • LeYy a bit ot the riohneas ot 1ew1ah 

oulture, a bit ot the sraoe ot 1ew1sh lite, a bit or pride 

ln J'ewish e.noeatry; and 1n this men Dr. LeTy finds wlat 

atability and tixednese and normalcy mean 1n the lite ot 

the :rew. Reb Moahe Baoohen asks Dr. Levy to join a oom

mission of Jews to go to Roumania to investigate the 

ocndi tiona ot the Jewish peOJi)le there, and Dr. LffY knowa 

that upon hil deoision hinges mu.oh, aui he th1Dka through 

hi• entire problea and h1 m.tire itu tion betore he make ■ 

hie deo1aioa. 

"He tried to disengage the nriou.a element• 

that would oontribute 'to a deoision in his oaae-a deo1a1cm. 

that obT1011al7 1nvolpd tar more than a two month•' trip to 

he Balkau. Be found that the■e elements were laJ:gelJ', it 

aot whollJ', aotional in their obaraoteza. Be tomd hi■ 

atrongeet eaotioa to be a re'YU1■1on ainal the thought ot 
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turning ba.ok upon the mad that m had so 1nd1tterentl7 

at ti.rat, so accidentally and yet ao det1n1tely, taken. 

Ba knn all the atook arsu,menta ainst the taking ot that 

road. They anaintad essentially to this: did one DOt, by 

re1dent1ty1ng oneself with one's own people or group or 
' olan, play into the band• ot the wry group and olan ap1r1t 

by prot Aat1ng against whioh one had set out? That was an 

argument the strength ot whiah it waa idle to 4eny. One 

oouldn 't, 1n tact, i-eply to it exoept by obaerv1ng that 

human lite waa, to aay the least, not wholly rational and 

that at 'the end ot th1•, u at the end ot every train ot 

thought I one came upon an 1rreoono1 lable oontradit 1 on. 

Keanwh1l was the oClllnan to 11 I One could ahirk that 

aa poor Viator Goldmann ( a tn or hie who had committed 

suicide) had done. But 1t o e nt on living one had, 

aooording ,o the old Latin tag, to find some mode ot 

11rtns. Now Arthur oould ftry euil7 imaglne his tuture 

it he turned baok to h1a old lite. His praotioe waa growing; 

it would probably oont1nue to grow. By and by h1• father 

wo 4 die am he would inherit the halt ot a modest but 

oona1derable fortune. He uld be ver1 diatinguiamd and 

very proaperoue. nearly all hie patients aD1 nearly all 

hia tr1eild.a would be uni ad by their Jewishness, but the7 

would all ■trip that je1fiahne·s• to its minimum. They oul4 

be buay 1aponr1ah1ng the mon powertul taotor 1n their 

apirltual and aooial lite. And hcmoe that lite 1 taelt 

ould be ,h1a and oold and oomtartle••• 
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A.bout the very hones and interiors ot suoh 

1ewa he bad otten obaerved something oh1ll ant, despite 

eleganoe and taste, haphazard and homeless and temporary. 

1aan't it a selt-a,ultitioation, since one had t,c> and did 

in the end live lewiab.17, to 111'9 J'ewishly on as poor au! 

•tripped and ignorant a basis as possible? Why? So ae 

not to emphasize one•a J'ewiahneaa in the eyea or purely 

theoretioal Go~. Purely theoretioal, einoe one's Gentile 

triends would not tail to r ap eot one tor being r1 chly and 

heartily what one q•, and as tor the mob,--the mob 1n

at1not1Yely c11sl1ked end hated Jew a!l"how, am 1nTente4 • 

reaaona tor that hatred afterward., 11hioh were wholly- un

oonneoted with ~h1ng that actual .Tewa ere or were not, 

did, or lett undone. So that th thin and 1oy and oe.retul 

and drab lite ot erioanized J'e was a vain oblaticn 

to a .blind idol. Bow could auoh vary clever people be so 

tooliah? ,'hy' not , sinoe one aa a J'ew and had to 11 ve 

J'ewtshly, get--in vulgar but sensible paJ-lano --the naximum 

ot good out ot one•• 1e 1ahnessJ out ot one's tradition■, 

one•s rao1al poetr,-, one's anoeatral hiatoryt All o1her 

people did so and throve 1n splrituali'ty and aelt-reapeot 

and riohneas ot the texture ot their lives thereby. That wa• 

1 t--th• texture ot the l 1te at the Amer1aan1zed Jew wa■ poor 

and oolorlesa and thin. Bo, he oould not go baok to that 

kind ot lite. It didn.'t, on the almpleat p?lnoiple, auit 

hia temperament. He want d mare. Perhaps it Elizabeth 

had b en a ditte:rent kind ot then llhe hadn't 
.~~ 
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1'enl And perhapa hi■ 1nab111ty to ohooae a mate w1~ 

111. ■er in■t1no,a •• again due to the taot that he and hi• 

kind had 4ellberately let their 1nat1nota wither. Ot ooune 

be wa■ arguing in the d1reot1on ot hia desire. But the very 

enatenoe ot the desire was in itaelt a protoundl7 aigniti

oant taotor, eapeo1ally •• a a1m1lar 4e ■1re ••• anDQllnoing 

iteelt, a■ be taintl7 but detinilely knew, in ~1• 

generation in VeJ!7, very many .Tnilh breaeta." 

And as tor hi• ohild, he reaol'Ved he DlUllt 

trJ" to •ave hia son•a heritage tor hilll, hi• inoomparable 

"Bia son mould not stand betore hi• 

Gen.tile friends, u he had atood betore Charles Dawson, and 

wish that he, too, oould boaat ot, •• moe■ton tananed ol&n1-

men who had tought at F.Lodden IP1el4. Bi• SOD 1111nl4 haw 

too nmoh pride to need to be proud, too muah inner 1eour1t7 

to be bun by word• or alight■• Bi• son should be 1noapable 

ot teel1ng a:oludedJ be muat po■••• the lm01rledge that he 

·•too4 by birth at the tllJM,i oenter ot th1DS•• For it hiatory 

ha• an ethioal direotioa it• aJDl})ol 1• not the olanamen or 

the warrior, but he wbo pa ■ainl7 cleten4a a. idea and thua 

aanot1t1el • lnettable Baae." 

Bllzabnh 1■ oon■o1oua ot the 1nner oontl10, 

tlJat goe■ on in the aoul ot Arthur. Adm1rable, nne, but 

,rue to bar■elt to the w~ end, llhe 1...-.• h111, graoioual.7 

pemltting Arthur to rear hi■ aon, '11elr obil4. 

Thia 1• the a11D 17 ot "'1'.111 I•lan4 thin," 

an4 neecla no 0011111111ma17. '1'he lew oan live a lite ot beautr' 
~--i---an~ •___,;.,.•~•cnar_ ltt a.4 ooatent•• ant onat1n,7.: onl.7 1t h•----'-'----



remain.a 4'rue to bimaelt, to his past and to hia 1\lture. 

An exiled Jn, deelasaed lew, a Jew Toluntarily ban1emd 

trom hia people's r1oh world, 1a a homeless J'ew, a :rruetrate4 

:rew, an inhibited J'ew,--one incapable ei t.her ot giving to 

America rich oultural oontributiona or ot giving to himaelt 

peaoe and happiness. 'l'hree generations ot .Tews have now 

attempted this eaoape. have now attempted to t1nd the 

aupreme good in lite by denying themselves al¥l their past, 

and by sp pressing all of th innate power, cl the 1r road 

ot eaoape baa brought them to 'the solid wall, --hard, cruel, 

d1a1llue1oned; there 1e no esoape, and 1 t is oowardly to 

■eek an esoape, and it 1e psyohologioally' demoralizing to 

w1 sh to be what one 1 s not destined to be, and the w1 ae 

and the courageous in thia last enerat1on are beginning 

a magn1t1oent retun, a return to the ma1nspr1D6• ot J'ewiah 

lite, a retum to the 2K>uroes of Jewish inspiration an 

Zew1sh oreation, a retum w lewllh alle ianoe aD1 J'ew1ah 

lo~'ty, a return to intimate c<mtaot with that seething, 

teemins, oolortul lite whioh 1• the 1ew1ah lite throughout 

the world, and 11 1a, in the oaee ot Ludw1 Lewiaohn aa 

1n the aaae ot thousands ot others ot our intelleatual• 

bringing baolc into live■ a aenae ot belonging, a nse at 

t-homene■a, a aenae ot rest and peaoe, wh1.o h is liberating 

their payoh1o toroea, hioh is abling them to do work 

UD1nh1b1t 4, unatultlt1ed• unoheoked by tm numerou■ 

morbid auppreasiona and 1Dhib1t1cna under hioh they and 

,heir father haft la~ored tatuoualy. 

•16-
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"The Island • 1th1D.'' 1a the salvation ot the 

1ew in Amerioa. nd it 1 ■, to my mind, to:l!boclinga 01' 

tragedy when one looks about hiia, when he aeea in thia, 

our own oity, and elaewmre, ywng people, gitled m4 

marvelously equipped, riohly endowed, young .Tewa and 

1e esaea, try1ns pathetically and trag1oall7, aa r. Artlmr 

Levy tried, to t1nd the supreme happiness ot their lite, 

to et away trom tbei r people elaewmre, --el.aewm re where 

they- were not wanted and wmre they dicl not belODg. 

What Lewiaohn argues tor is not a :re-

1eola t1on or the Je , a new ghet1ot1zed Jew. Not at all. 

hat he argue tor ia tor the Jew to take his place in the 

world as a Jew, an equal among equals, to work with them, 

to think with them., to act with t , to aaaooiato 1th 

tham, but aa a iew, witoout undue de erenoe, without 

apolog tio•• without ael:t-ettaoament, witl:wut explanatian,-

aa a Jew u,.ong other raotal groupa, ot whioh th1• land ot 

oura 1• riohly made up. 

I auggest the reading ot thia book to all 

ot you, both to those who sutter f'l'om wbllt baa been called 

"go)'1.a1t1•" and to tho• who do not autter tro• thia 

malady. 

--o--
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S DAY, MARCH 11, 1928 

10:30 A. M. 

RABBI SILVER 
will speak on 

' IS THE MODER JEW 
SPIRIT . ALLY HOMELESS?'' 

(With pecial reference to Ludwig Lewi ohn' 
new hook, The I land Within") 

Friday Evening Service 
5:30to6:10 

Sabbath Morning Service 
11 :00 to 12 :00 
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TEMPLE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

Annual Luncheon Symposium 
on 

''Disraeli'' 
Wednesday, March 21st 

12:00 o'clock 
Mahler Hall 

Reser't'ations are $1.00 per plate. 

'l'h' 'r('mpl • \\'mrn 11 . • .\.·:nc-iation 
i.· phi 1111 iug c1 sph•wli,l LH' ,gram f<,r 
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hmpin• ow<•,' m111·h of its pr s nt 
41:i,v prrsti r . 

_,. 1 r. ·. ] f:no],I f~Pil will ri•:111 n p:1 p ,. 
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of] i.rn Ji. 

J~ :1·t·vatio11 • nr . ·1 .00 per pla . 
for th ' ltmd1 on :rn :l ·an h mad 
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age of m mbers of the A , o int.ion 
i r qu ~.- t d for hi: . al . 
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