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Great civilizations have be e n founded around 

great rivers, an d the courses of great rivers have marked 

the channels of human progress. lo one can .attempt to 

understand, say, the history of 1 gypt, of its religion, 

or 1 ts social a.rid economic life, without the b:lckground 

of the river Hile. The ancient empire of l/'esopotamia, as 

the name signifies, was moulded and detennine d by the 

twin rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates. Think what 

a marvelous role the river Jordan played in the history 

of Israel; and not only of Israel but of half of mankind. 

The river Ganges wrote history for India, and so did the 

Danube for Central ~urope, and the Volga for Russia, and 

the Rhine for Germany. 

!. .. any a great people developed 1 ts life, 

its culture, around a mighty stream, and enacted its drama, 

the drama of its existence, from the banks of the river. 

low the drama of Israel's life r,as enacted upon the banks 

not of One river but of nearly all the rivers of the earth, 

and therefore its drama is so colorful, so rich in con-

trast, so universal in scope. Think of Israel and. the 

river ~ile--the File, that storied river of ..!.gypt whose 

annual inundation is the very life blood of that country, 

enclaved in desert land,--that country which depends so 

oompletely upon that river that it has deified the river 

and called 1 t a god. 
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The Tile kne ~ the children o t Israel. The 

~ile kne braham., the first founder, t.e wandering dreamer; 

the ile knew Joseph, that Hebrew lad sold into slavery; 

the ile played its omen in the dream of Pharaoh, and the 

after interpretation of t ... at dream elevated this ... _ebrew 

lad, languishing in rison, to the dignity o_ the viceroy 

o the Qreat ~gyptian =m.ire. 

The ~-11e knew t l"E children of Israel as 

slaves for nearly four hundred years, heard their groans, 

saw their af1lictions. From the Tile our forefathers drew 

t e waters with hie h to ma.Ke the brick an ... t'1e mortar 

for the palaces and t' e fortresses and t_1e pyramids of the 

Pharo.a .. s. It r1as to the ... -ile th~t the new born children 

of these Israeli tish slaves ere consigned to be drowned, 

and it as to t ... 1e J.·11e that the dau -hter of Ph- raoh went 

to bathe, and the_ .. e among the flags by the river brink 

espied in a bas .. :et of bull rushes the abandoned littl 

:ebrew child, he who was -estine d to ecome t e orld's 

greatest em·nci_ator, the leader, the law giver, the 

prophet _:ose s. 

It ·10.s the Tile that witnessed the first 

great revolution of a people for freedom, the first up

rising of the denied and the d.ispossesse of tLe 1orld 

against the tyranny of t ... e oppressor. ':any a people and 

many a raoe has, since that stan t day, rebelled a gainst 

despotism and engaged in a struggle for free om. But 

nearly all these ~ater revolutions dre: their sanction and 
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their inspir tion ror tl at first revolution on the banks 

of the rile. •ven those Tiho founded our republic and 

fanne d the flames of our revolution dre their inspiration 

fron the ... osaic revolution in gypt, and on the first seal 

0.1. these United St':\tes vras en0 rave d tl e picture of the 

children of Israel leaving the house of bondage and cross

ing t he Red ea, led by : oses towards t._e :prcnised land. 

T' e rile today runs bet :1een crumbling tombs 

und ruined temples on , forgotten cities, arrl colossal 

pyr. ids stanc today like s en tinel.s watching over the 

vanished glory of ancient greatness. Gone are the 

palaces anu the pleasure grounds and the fortresses or 

:=!gypt; gone are t e Pharoahs and all their might and their 

dominion; gone are the temples an =i t 1e priests and the 

sorcerers and the .ise men; one e the inged chariots 

an d t e uroud horsemen. The relentless sands of t e eser-t . 
have covere them al.l, and eath d silence have settled 

over that once powerful empire that rule the Tiorld. Dead! 

.And yet the people of Israel, descendents 

of those self-sa: "e slaves t h t "ere fo reed under the lash 

of the task 1 ster to buil.d the pyramids for the Pharaohs, 

the eople of Isra 1 live tod y, st~on er, mightier in 

nuuber, a creative eople the world over, and sons and 

dau hters of Israel today, s tourists and as spectators, 

journey up the ile to see t e ruins of those buried 

temples and palaces hich perhaps t'eir own ancestors four 

thousand years a o hel.:ped to build. 
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The 1 ile could t 11 a stran0 e story. If the 

Tile could s_ e k 1 t . ight _ erhaps utter sorrie of the etern_ 

wis ... om, for the rile must be a wise river, having seen so 

much of hunan folly, of ars and conquests and invasions, 

of spienuor and of desolation. I suppose if the~ ile could 

s e it would voice the ancient Tiisdom of the unchan ing 

...:.1ast --' ot by strength and not by might, but by my sp1r it." 

Rameses today, ~ho piled stone upon stone 

to build for hiw2elf an everlasting monw ent, Rameses to~ay 

is a black and shriveled I!lU.l~TJlY in sone museum in a foreign 

land, gazed at by curious spectators; and inquisitive 

persons from day to day 7111 unearth from the bo els of 

the , rth some fugitive is remniscent of the 

vanished gl ry of ancient ~g t. 

Ra.meses is dead, and so are all the Pharoahs, 

but ".:oses, the humblest of men, . oses who died ,here no l'1an 

knov1s his burial place unto this day, ,.oses is today marching 

across t e face of t 1e .!orld a triumphant conquerer. His 

law is the la of nations; his spirit rules the oorld, and 

the people ihich he redeeme d and fashioned into an tion 

today carries on . t1e meaning and the mission of his life. 

Then there is the .Tordan--:'the river of God. n 

How deep a channel the Jordan cut in the life of Israei 

and or mant It is a small river. 1raaman, the captain 

or the hosts of the Syrians ho s afflicted 1th 1eprosy, 

and who came to the prophet ~11sha a"1.d ed to be cured, 

was a vised by the prophet to go to the river Jordan and 
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bathe in its waters seven times, and aa .. n in creat 

an er said, 1 e g reat rivers of Damascus are ~ tter than 

all t he r1a ters of Israel.." Yes, etter and r ea ter, but 

the 1aters of the river Jordan are holy aters. 1d to 

this day pil6 rims from all arts of the lobe traveI to this 

s all river of Palestine to drink of its sacred aters. 

The drops of the J dan are centre-sacred relics to the 

faithful. in all p ts of t i e ear.th. 

T1e river Jordan--how storie d a river, how 

its ~aters lay and quietly echo to poetry· and song and 

l.e end? It was by t e river Jordan that .1..Iose s, ere he 

died, assmn.bled t:e people and instructe them in the law . 

It was the river Jordan which God com..'1lalldeil .oses not to 

cross over, and it r,as across t .., r ver Jordan that .... oses 

fro~ the top o .t. -.ebo espied th : promise land, into 

hich he ,oul ne~er enter. It was to the river Jordan 

that the prophet =lijah fled from the wrath of the king 

Ahab. It was by the river Jordan that the mantle of Elijah 

desc"" :1 e on t_1e shoul ders of I:lisha. It ilas t .. e river 

Jord n that saw all the vicissitudes of the people of 

Israel from the day they entered Palestine until the day 

they left it, a bro~en an cru ed eople. All the joys, 

all the sorrows, all the triumphs, all the disasters,-

everything, the Jordan saw. 

It •. as by the J'ordan that a new rai th arose 

hich was destined to sweep over half tlJe world. It as in 

the river Jordan that ~he founder or Christianity was 
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baptized, and so i,,ere his disciples; anc throughout the 

sto y of the ospel the quiet rippling of the a ters of 

the Jordan nay be heard. d there came a day .. hen the 

pride of the Jordan was despoil.ad, and the chil en of 

Israel rrere exile to distant lands anc'. sold as slaves, 

and yet t he chil en never forgot the river Jordan. "God 

my soul is cast cloun v,i thin me, therefore 1.. I look to Thee 

from the land of the river Jordan . • t "All thy ways, 0 God, 

and all thy are gone over ne . ',Toy do I go mourning 

all the day because of the oppression of the enemy, as ith . 

a crushing :5..n my bones. ::y a dyersaries torture me all. the 

days. ~'here is thy God?" 

So sang an exile ho longe for the ' anks 

of t_e river Jordan. for t \ o thou sand years t ese 

exiles wandered over the face of . t he earth, a persecuted 

and a hated group of unfo1·tun ..... te men, homeless wanderers. 

And t~e miracle of miracles, tv~ thousand years later 

they returned to the sa~ e banks of the holy river Jordan, 

and again they are building _ gardens and vineyards al.ong 

its shores, ar d a 0 ain the voice of rejoicing an of hope 

1s heard echoing across its aters. new life, a new 

birth, a new day the river Jordan 1s beholding •. at a 

strange snd marvelous story that river could tell! 

Think oft at • eat river ~uphrates, the 

river th t oarri es ~ • thin 1 t -'-he wealth of an empire. Th at 

river, too, saf reflected ithin itthe footsteps of the 

children or Israei. ray, more, it was from the banks or 
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th t river Euphrates that the first of the Iebrews, 

Abraham, came out of the Ur in Chaldea; it . as there nhere 

braham snashed the idols and announced a new revelation 

hich was destined to revolutionize the religious thought 

of mankind. It was fron the shores of the 2uphrates t:at 

this dreamer went his way to the land of Canaan to found 

his fa:lth and establish his people, and it r:as to the land 

by the banks of that river th~t the best of the oons and 

the daughters of judea were exiled by the Babylonians, and 

it was by the rivers of Babylon that these exiles sat down 

and wept whe ... 1 t_ ... ey remenbered Zion, and it was on the 

branches of t' ... e illows by the banks of the Euphrates 

that they hung their harps, for ho could they sing the 

son0 s of ion in a strange l d it was there by the 

river uphrates that a synagogue ias founded, and it ~as 

there that Jeuterisaiah confronted his people. "Comfort 

ye, comfort ye, my people, saith t: e God.' .And it was 

there the prophet Ezekiel visioned a. resurrected peopl.e 

hioh was to become a priest people for mankind, and it 

was there that the prophet Daniel saw his visions and 

procl.aimed the doom of Babylon. 1Wei hed, eighed, and 

found wanting!" 

It was by the ri var Euphrates that great 

J"ewi sh academies were founded; 1 t was there that Rab and 

Samuel expounded the law; it as there that the Talmud as 

completed; it was tr.ere that our people lived for a thousand 

years as an autonomous people, having their own politiaal -----------++----------~ 
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chiefs as w 11 s th ir reli ious lea ers. rnhe ti e 

came fl ... en ersecution disru,ted the 1.ives of oar p0 0 le 

there; t he schools ·,ere closed own and t 1e syn agues 

were estroyed and the people were scatt red, nd the 

course or Israel's wanderin J oved ~estward to Tort'ern 
I 

.A.f'rica and Spain, and silence descended and death descended 

upon tle land of the Tigris and the ~uphrates, and today 

not a vestige remains of that strong, vigorous, creative 

life of our peop eon t1e banks of the ~uphrates in Babylon . 

What a strange story that river coul d tell? 

..... any other rivers thereaJ. ter knew ' t h e foot

prints of this andering people. 1_1e Tiber and the • hames 

sa~"l t_1e tabernacles o Israel erected; t he Guadalquivir 

and the ~on Isobel in pain; the uvre, t_ ... e Garonne, t e 

· e ine in .J ranee; the anube, t :10 nieper, the ,.ose ~ the 

Rhine. _hey all saw a hapless lot of human beings caught 

in t .. e vise or in t ·.e net of misfortune, beaten, carried 

broken an( yet stru glin0 des_ erately on, to lead beautiful 

lives ·as is fit for a kingdom of priests and of holy _eople. 

_ nd each river could tell its trasedy and each river cru ld 

tell its story of sublimity. 

Think of t ... 1e River _ hine . . ,le think or the 

river ~hine and 1e thin.~ of Lorelei; we think of r.om nee, 

of beauty anc ?f unforgetable splendor. lb.en the Jew 

thinks of the r1 ver Rhine : e thinKs of the Crusades, ani 

he thinks of what t.ese ~rusades did to the Jewish 

communities alon the .... ine, even as it di. to the Je ish 

-8-



j 
✓ 

co .unities along the Koael1e-in. orms, Coblenz, Treves, 

.~ainz. ...~e thinks of the beloved ho es and. the mutilated 

and stripped corpses, and or parents putting to death their 

own chi:ldren to save them from th fur"J of the mob. He 

thinks of the thousa.~ds slain sanctifying the nae or God. 

. at a story of glory and horror the ... hine coul tell! _ d 

of other thin0 s .besides the 8rusades. 

; a fe ,,, ye s auo we sailed u the ~hine 

and we stop9ed at a small. tom on the banks of the ... hine-

Oberwesel,--and there I was directed by a small.. church or 

chapel on an eminence ov erlool(in~· t e hine, and I made my 

uay to it. · There -n the r ce of that small chapel, dating 

fro distant mediev.o.1 days, VTas a tabl.Etwi1h t· e fi 0 ures of 

Jews, drawn i:r.. the .. e dieval style, put t ing to death by 

stabbing a little ~hristian infant and draining its blood 

so as to use that blood for the Passover festival, and 

that accusation ;1as responsible ::or the assac:;.:ing of 
. 

forty Jewish men, uomen and children in t hat little 

community of Oberwesel back there in the thirteenth 

century. d . .1any anoth r cornmu ty along the _ hine saw 

the sar e cha_ .. es of blood accusations and host accusation 

and Tiell poisoning, and all vileness ~nd all brutality and 

the SU sti t ion an the bigotry of .1ediev lism vented 

upon these helpless children of Israei. Yes, a strange 

story the Rhine could tell., and yet time moves 11. e a 

river, and today the hine ould tell a fferent story. 

It ~ould tell a story of Jews, scientists, physicians, 
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st tesmcn, poets, merchants, leade_s of .... en, today 

playing their role in Germany with other men, free men. 

A new day and a ne1 story! 

Think, la st ly, w_1a t a story the l ... ud son 

could tell. today, the one river that never saw the 

Children of Israel ~ersecuted or massacred,--the river of 

the He,v ·.orld, a blessecl river of God. On its banks today 

i,750,000 jews, free, prosperous Jews, live. 1housands of 

temples · nu synagogues end eleemosynary institutions, 

eclipsing in glory the splendors of ancient Jerusalem! 

7Fhat a ,onder_ul story of fr0edom and joy the river Hwlson 

could tell. : d the Allegheny and the Ohio and the 

.1ississippi, and all tl e free and generous rivers of this 

blessed land. Glory be to God , tat 1th all the changing 

of scene an d circumstance, Israel remained faithful and 

steadfast unto them. Glory be to God, cy friends, that 

that ancient promise hich he gave unto our foref thers 

was never found failing in days of triaL and tribulation. 

Then Thou wilt pass through the waters I 

will be 1it h Thee, al'), the r1 vers shall. not overflow-" 

Glory be to God that amidst all the storm anc tempest of 

thousands of years our people stood like a tree planted 

by rivers of water, whose fruits never failed and whose 

leaves ne er withered. ~ay it be iven unto us never to 

or et in t :1ese happier ti es nd pleasanter lands the 

burden of our task and our mission,--our peculiar task 

and our .eculiar mission. 
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e, t e first emancipated, to be the last 

emanci ator of the world, to destroy every kind of slavery, 

pol.itic l, sociaI, economic; every type o servitude hich 

grips like a vise the onsweep 1n life o man, ihich denies 

to eve child or unto any chi a of God his divine 

patrimony; to proclaim freedom, to brin • the 1 .. risoned 

out o the prison house, and him hod-ells in darkness 

out into the reat 1.ife. That is our task, our burden. 

That 1s ,hy we were sent to wander along 

the b ru s of every river of every land of God's earth. 

Go . grant that e y r nain true to t_.e faith which 

as ours to reclaim. Freedom and peace,--peace unto 

those ,ho are near and unto those ·ho re far. Peace? 

God ·rant that e all re ain true to 

the hope, the ancient ho ... e of our ... eople. 'Behold, I 

will s_(read over you--all of you--peace like a river." 

--o--
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GREG TIO 

aturday E enin~, 

HOLL 

3 

\\'ork . Tl1 • t11l'l'ti11 w:1 • 111·1·:i• l1• I 
on·r hv .:\Ir .. \ . L ·\\·t 11tlial, 1·liair
mau , .. r 1hP Do:1r1l of th. I i i .uh 
• '·liool. 

()hio Jll'dcr ftl ion of 1'nnplc 
\"i.1f 1.·rh,wd.· 

rnpl(• \\'om •11 ' · <tt·ia i1111 

1':1h'litl .\ n•1n" '1'1•111pli· , 'i -
1 •rhootL win t·llt('r : ill lit• . ' i. t, ·r· 
l1011d . of . ltt:tl,nl:t Elnia anil 
Lor:dn 1111 Ttm clay, . \ pril Ii Ii. 

Tiu .rup·t.· ,ill l,,. Wt'lt·omt•el :1 

1'ti.•. rrt'mplt• a 11: n .\ . ;\1., :t111l wil l 
i11.p d , tll· T·111pl1• ('omt11tu1it.v , •, ,,._ 
i11,. C<'nh•r. Lu111· 1 •011 will ht' .· •n·p,[ 

:it Th(• 'I t•mph- autl will hi' at t,·rnlt•,l 
l1v tl11· Yi itor. :ind th• Ill •111l,1•r· 
o j· ht• E .· .- • ut in• H ,a rd.- ( f tlH· lot·:tl 
. i • <•rhood •. 'J h • m • •t i11g. wlii.-11 
\ ·ill I) ITi11 at :!:00 1. ~I. rill l 
IH l<l at th Et (•li,l .\ \ ' <'Hll • 'J •111plc•. 
l'h pn g.-am , ·ill in ·lu l bri m • 
.·: gp,• frn111 ht> l1H·:t l a u l \ ' i. i1il1g
Jr ,., idl'll .- arnl . tat f•hainn •11. f r . 
,. [ ilt ,n II. }ulilh im , ·ill :,., h 
. p : I· •r. Ac mi, . ·o, to tli lll(' •tiu~ 
will IH· l,y 111P1 ii, ·r ,, JJip ·anl. 

R 

lay ineteenth 

HOTEL 



t\ c., • Booh-.. 
Th • Lilmn. • "i. ht o t·a ll o h, 

a t.-ntion ,f T •rnpl • m •ml1t•r· th 
folJowin , JH ,v hook • wh id1 ha y1• 

l 1 11 :t<lcl 1 r 11tl ·: 
J ]all(l rit hill ' 1 .• 1) wi ·o1rn 
1 > i r a • 1 i • l, v I a in , i • 
,·11:it J •main of th· . T. li\· 
,md· ·11 

L · t t 1· If , ,T ( wi Ji ' < 1T j 
, ·on ' hv I <•11 Eli •z<·r 
. ·ationai i. m ' · l, • 1 litz 

'•,'trnli in .\n<:ip11t .. nl .. nl rn 
.Tn lai ·m •' l1Y Knli .·<'h 
1 a· n arnl ·1 li ion h • . rau 

•, ·, .. <1 f J.-r:1<'1 '' h,· Rull •t t 
' JI i · t n· v if th • l c •ii o i o u of .l u d a -

j 'Ill .11\' ] ufl' ,.. 
' Imm 1·t:'l .:\1lY •11h1n•'' 11.,· T..irnl

h<>im 

Th Lil,r:11·,· wL ltc-. 1o r .. mincl 1lt,; 
m •, ll l it •,. . t li a 1· 1111 • t'o II o w i , ttr p I' 11 I: 1 r 
l, HJI· uwy h1• pnwun·tl at Tl ! '1 •111-

pl •: 
• J>ow1 r'' J,v F1•u • h1 w:rn , •r 
··.\no~:, 11 t i ~ .. g 1 :1 I''' h,v YPzi 1 . k. 
• • L,, r(•11d ·a 11 ·d .M 1•rvo111 l1v : , r 
.. •111:1t .\l:111 Jl, •i111•·•·1,v Bro~\'11 • 
·• ':t lti' l>v lla111il11111· 
·•I ·<l IJ:tm:'t ·l·' t,,. , ':wlt • 
• • <; •m : 11 d Li f • • by >n' ,1 

llabbi F'cucr. 1tltlrc.~. 
l>uriHg the· W<'l'k J ahhi Fru r wilf 

nddr,· :1 ,·omlii11<•d rn1• ·ti11, of the 
,• .. 11ior :111'1 .JuHiol' JJ:icJ:1. ·ah, ('I •,·t•· 

J:11ul, wil1 111· ·:tc·h to tl11· .J l'Wi. lt • m
g-1 t• ,aticm of ~J:111 ·fi ld, Oliio, :rn,l 
will rn· ·upy th• pulpit of tl1 Ell(•)i,l 
.\ \' ·llll. T •Jllpl,•. 

'l'hc 1.'cm plr JJ i. he. to Acl·,wt ·ledge tdf.h 7'/wnk th 
Folhnt:ing C'r ntribution. 

To the Floral F ·nn<l 
}h Rul 11 •in 

.. lilt 111 1 .. lt ·dnil 

... Jr. . J c1a f ri ] man :rn 1 
JI •lt>n .F l'i<'<lnw 11 

To the L,ibranJ F1oul 
1 r. :11Hl ~I I'.'. _ .. . E. Fri •<1-

ma n 
... Jr ·. lcl: Fri •am. n an 1 

JIPI •u .f ri •chm n 

]1 11wn, • o l, 'Pll1. Loni ' aHtl . fa1i 
l'nli •11 ·t(,in 

Tn m••n1,,r,- f , "im HI ]):i\'i 
J 11 nwmory of . 'frlJa B,·d\C·l ·.v P, i<•clm:111 

]11 rn •mmy of . ·i,,· .·t,•lla B, rk •l<· • l'ri1•1l-
m:t ll 

111 m •mrn y ot , 't ·lla B,•rh•J,,y 1' ri ,lm:rn 

To the Sclwlar.Yhip Fund 
- Ir .. A. J . Cohn Jn Jll 'lllOI'~· of . \Jr. Loui . 1 r i ,. <'11 im r 
_fr . . Illa 1 ) 'II\\.• r nd Ju m •mory tf .\l r. B:H·lt 

~Ii. . Flora l ohrh im r 
• a1·:i ' Oli ·k In m ·nwry ,f Hu l ,a 11 cl, Bc•rna rel • li(•l· 

I• 

. 1 l'.'. L •.·t •r Kahn 111 m •11w1y 1f Fatl1t·r .J 0 ·pJ1 .\f ilJPr 

... I' fl Ill' ,J. .\I ill ·r In ll 'Ill OJ' y of P:t thf'r . . Jo .. ,,,. .\lilln 
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