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That powrt7 ia an nil will be read117 

aolcnowledge4 b7 moat men, tor moat men aeek to eaoape 

poyert7. Poverty' means want, and wais mean■ diatreaa, 

pain. The poor man is burdened with innumerable oarea, 

both himself and hie tamU7. The poor man 1a dependent 

upon other men; the poor man• a jUdgmenta are llghtl7 
. 

regarded; the poor man la denied the graoe whiah only 

aeour1t71 oomtort, oan pell. 

· Thai wealth 1• a good moat nen will readilJ 

oonoede, tor moat men try hard to acquire 1t. Wealth 

relieve■ a man ot want and ot the ooneequent 41au-eaa an4 

pain. It raiaea a man in the ,eem ot his fellowmen; it 

bestow• upon a maA 4igrdff and po r; . it ivea a man a 

aen■e ot •tab111'7, permanenoe, 1D4epen4enoe and general 

well-be1q. And ye\, etranse u it may seem, ti-om the 

very earlie1t time• men have been auap1o1oua ot wealth. 

Som men actually tear weal~. Whole ■79tems ot thought 
. 

developed among the analant o1v111zed people, w)M)ae oardinal 

principle waa the eTil inherent in wealth. Sages anct 

ph1loaopbera oouueled men traa ti• to ttme to eaohew 

wealth and to usune TOlun,ar., pcne"7 in oJ'der to t1n4 

happ1n•••• Some :rel1g1ona) like Ohr1at1an1'1' and Buddh1•, 

oallecl pover'7 bleaa 4 and pn.1 d the man who wrne4 

&WQ' boa e oolltorta, the luxurJ.•• ot lite, and Tolml­

tuilJ' Ud del 1N tely Oho hardship and 4epJ1. T ,1 cm. 
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s rel1s1ou ftiaed whoa ■ohoola ot hemit1, aonu. 

triu•, whose dift1D81liah1ng mark wu YOluntary ponrty. 

That was their 'badge ot honor. lf1mn.a were sung in pra1ae 

ot pove"7, but no ~ were ever •UDB in pra1ee ot wealth. 

Amons ou.:r on people auoh enreme view• 

about po"l8rty and weal-th are rare but not unknown. We 

alaya had our aaoe11o•, our 1nd1Yidual men or our groupa 

ot men, auoh •• rabbi■ and myat1o•• wm vied to eaoape 

the entanglement• ot wealtll and arught freedom 1n a lite 

ot ponr,7. And yet, while we have suoh aaoetio• ud 

au.oh exponent• ot the Tirtue ot poverty in Iarael, ou:r 

rao1a1 aan1t7, our ratione.11'7, kept these Tiewa trom 

beoomtng wldeaprea4 or dominan, or au,hor1tat1ve in 

J'ewiah' lite. 1uda1am never p:ra1 d poverty •• a virtue, 

and never denOW1oed wealth aor !!. 1 a Tice. Poverty 

waa looked upon either as a miatortune or u a oonae­

quenoe ot 1nd0lenoe and morel laaaitude; but there wa■ 

no partiODla:r glo:ry attaohed to povert7 exoept when it 

wa■ the direo'I result ot a aaor1t1oe tor the aake ot 

righteou.ane•• and personal integl:'it7. 

The deliberate judgment ot ludaia on the 

aubJeot ot poverty and weal th 1• admirably e11mmad up in a 

pr&7er ot the Haggadah, tom.4 1n our Book ot ProTer'b■• "'l'wo 

thlng1 have I asked ot thee. D8Jl7 me th• not betore I 

dle. B-.on tar trom me talaebood and llea. 01Ye • 

neither poven7 nor riohe•1 :reed me with 117 allot, 4 

bread; le1, I lNt tull, and and a7, 
~~~~~-
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Lor4t or lest I be poor and ateal and profane the name 

ot 1lll 004." 

"G1Te me neither poverty nor riohea." You 

see, 1Uda1a, too, was suspioloua ot wealth, and tor the 

reasoJL 11).dioated in this praJ9r--"Leat I be tull and de117, 

and aay, Who 1a the Lord?" And it b7 "Lord" you under­

•ian4 what a tnl7 :religious man alwaya does understand, 

namely, the spiritual order or the univerae and the spirit­

ual values ot human lite, ,hen the tull 1mpl1oat1ou ot 

lhia PftJ'81' beome appa:rent. "Leat I be full. ' When a 

DlllD. 1a tilled with the things ot th1a earth, flooded with 

poaaeasiona and wealth, bulwarked behind hie riahea, he 

is likely to begin to deny. To deJll' wb.att Wb7, to deny 

the spiritual qualities ot lit and tb.e trp1r1 tual mandate• 

ot lite. Be 1 a lilmly , o oonduot himself as it the onl.7 

enduring real1t1e ■ ot lite are the material '111Dg1. Be ia 

likely to uae u hie measuring rod tor all human worth 

uct tor all l>mnan aoldweJleD.t--llha t? Wb7, tm phy'eioal. 

Be 1• l1lcel7 to measure human suo oeaa, tor enDl)le, not in 

term• of ohara.oter, not 1n terma ot aooial weal or benefao­

t1 an, but 1n terms ot property, aoqu1a1t1cm. Be ia 

likely to estimate m&JDBD power 1n terBLa ot clom1nat1on, 

11&ate17 over other•, inatead ot in tams ot aelt-uaate197 

and ••lt-oonvol. "Le•t I be tllll and 49111', and ••T Who 

1• the Lor4?" 

It waa a great 1101'&1 teaohv lons ego wllo 

it 1a eu1er tor a oaael '° paaa tbr tbl 
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•7• ot a needle than tar a rioh man to enter the kingdom 

ot Goel. 'l'ran•lated in modem te:rma 1~ meana thia: that 

it 11 terr1t1oally dittimlt tor a man eDJD9ahed 1n wealth, 

or tor a man enteeble4 b7 luxury, or tar a man oonsume4 

in the administration ot vaat t1nano1al entarpr1ae■ ,--1t 

1a territioally dittioult tor au.oh a man to enj07 the 

real adTenture ot lite in the real.mot truth and beauty 

and goodneaa. Thia c.U.otum ot the Master ot Chr1at1an1t7 

a'bo~ the r1oh man 1a a seneral1zal1on, to be sure, and 

like all generalization• it ha• its eJlDeplian.. There 

have been and there azie r1oh men, men ot great wealth, wl», 

aware ot the pit tall• ot weal th, md oonaoioua ot the moral 

u•as•• to wh1ah weal th JIUl1' be pul, have tranaoended the 

handloapa o:r wealth and ha!• dev loped themaelTea, 11C1111-

time11 through their wealth, into admirable peraonal1t1e• 

and aoo1al benetaotar1. 

Suoh man baTe enr1o'he4 their own live ■ an4 

the lives ot their tel lowmen. But the numbe1' ot auoh men 

at any time and 1D an7 age have not been legion. But lt 

it is dittioult tor a rich man, tor an 1nd1Tidual posseaae4 

ot enoumbering wealth,to enter the kingdom, it 1a thr1oe 

41tt1oult tor a r1oh nation. Here again p0Tert7 11 a■ 

m.uoh ot a blight and a bane tor a nation as it 1a tor an 

1nd1T1du.al. 

Bo na,1 on. ever baa or aver oan produoe a 

great o1T111zalion wh1oh 1• pOYerty atrioke»., wb1.oh 1• 

1tun,ed b7 •m, whloh OODSWIIN 1ta mt1re enea__,1=•=----+­

◄-
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wresting a minimum ri.om an ungenerous soil. culture and 

o1v111Sat1on spring up where wealth 1a a oompe'lenoe and 

attluenoe. The Italian 01 tie• ot the Ren••anoe beoame 

oentera ot learning and art beoawse they ha.d beaome oentere 

ot oomeroe and trade and wealth; and tbat was true ot 

Bolland and nauders and Jranoe and the oitiea ot Germany, 

and that was true ot the o1Ues and states or ancient Greece, 

and that was true ot the Arab o1v111zat1on in the early 

Kiddle Agee. Onl7 a proaperoua people oe.n atrord to have 

beaut1tu.l bu1ld1J:MII, beaut1tul o1t1ee, un1Yers1t1ea, 

muaeume, reaearoh oentera. 

Wealth and lUXU17 are two ot the pr1:ma17 

requ1ai,ea ot culture and oivilizatiOJL, and it the United 

States ia beoomlng today progressively a world oenter ot 

oulture, it 11 due pr1mar11J ,o the preaenoe within our 

lan4, in abundanoe and in tull measure, ot these two 

requ1a1tea, wealth and lum17. 

But national wealth DB7 also make tor 

national deoadenoe. Wealth may aorrupit ;goYemment. You 

eee, wealth does not exist 1n a vaoUUJa; it ex1ate among 

people; 1-0 1a in the hands ot people and ot a oomparativel7 

tew people, and tmae people may aometimea :r1nd it to their 

1ntereat to oontrol and to dominate and oftentimes to aubp 

Ten sovemment tor the aalte ot their ■eltish purpoaea. 

There are people who possess power beoaµae ot weal,h, who 

nll ■top at no moral aoruple w oornipt leg1alat1on, to 

apread 171118 propaganda, to detlle the wbole po11,1caa1 
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maohinery ot a demoo:raoy tor their aelt1sh pun,osea. 

I need no, at th1■ point belabor this point, 

and I need not bring 1lluatrat1on■ to entoroe thle argument. 

'l'be recent yeara have brought to WI many and man7 a 

hl111lil1at1ng n1denoe ot tm things ot which I apeat,-­

•oandala whose alill7 ,ra1l was tomd _right throuah the hall• 

ot Congreaa and the oab1net to lhe Tery doora of the 1 te 

Bouse; ev14enoea ot high publio ott1o1ala bought by huge 

IIWl8 ot money• in the hands ot oorru.ptioniata; oity 

adm1~1•t~at10118 proatituted by oorporat1ona who ha4 

all1anoee W1 th the malefaot<r a ot aooiety. Am "11.e 

menao1ng tao, in th1a situation 1a t.he oomparat1ve 

1nd1tterenoe ot the people to th1• inoreasing abuse of 

government. We are beoom',ng ao habituated ,o pol1t1oal 

wrong-do1n8 \hat we are more or leas oallouaed. 

Hos a people whoae aoral aena1t1veneaa on 

pollit1oal queat10IUI become• deoadenl 1• a people which 
, 

taoee dangerous and aorrowtul de.ye. The great wealth ot 

a nation may make 'Ulat mtion reaot1onar,. Weal~ ma7 

re,ard -e progress ot tba poll ti oal thought and •~•r1-

un,at 1on ot a peqple. We are todaJ" ,he r1ohed na,1on 

in 1;he world, and we are in danger ot beoolllng the ma, 

reaot1onar7 nation in the world. We are tar leas pl'Ogreee1Te 

aow, and haYe been tu leas progressive 1n our po11,1oa1 

tho~, c4 aot1on w1,h1a ,he la•' daoade and a halt, ,JIIUl 

n ere 1D \he deoade paoe4s.Dg that. Weal h it alowS.q 

don ,he paoe ot ,.11,1oal thought in OIU' land. Beoau• 
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et our )luge 1nTeawnent• abroa4 we are belDs slowly dragged 

in• an eoonom1o 1mper1aliam tram wh1oh 1, ~ll be wry 

ditt1C111lt ,o tree ouraelvea, and whioh 1a destined likewise 

to make WI more and more reaot1onary in our international 

We have earnestly during the lut tew years 

,ried to serve the oauae ot peaoe, tried to contribute 

aomethin.g to the osuae ot univer■al peace, and "' we have 

tailed, and tailed lar61!tl.7, to my mind, beoauae ot the 

politioal reaotian whioh baa aet 1n in our nation, beoauae 

ot the exoeaa1ve wealth whioh ha• oome to ua aa a result 

ot the wu. And wealth may weaken ua in yet other wq•. 

It may atteot our moral nandard•, nol only "hose ot • 

publ1o nature but tho•• ot a priT t nature aa well. It 

mq undermine our national oharao r and our national 
. 

atamlna. Crime ia sweeping over our land 11ke a blaok 

tide. Azmally we are oontronted with the horror ot a 

ll0Wll1ng manaoe ot al.moat un1ver•al orime in our land. 

The elementary laws ot oiT111zed lite are being Tiolated 

'b7 more and more ot our oi tizeJQ;T r,ery year. The wry 

deoeno1e• ot ■001&1. living are being flaunted by huge . 

DUJU .. 8 ot J'OllDS and 014. 

Wealth ia beg1nn1ts to undermine the 

Amerioan homl. 0llr divaroe mill• are grinding out al.moat 

4a117 thouana• upqn thouaanda ot broken 1101118• and brokea 

l1Tea, 11114 here again 'the 1111naoe ot '1le aitua,i011 1• not 

•rel7 llll• taot ot •• snctual 41•1ntesra,1GD ot the 
_,_ 



Am•ri•an home, 'tlhiah was the aveiigth, the blllwark ot 
. , 

Amerioan lite, but the relative 1nd1tterenoe ot the people 

to thia ._hnatenlng probleil, the DlOl'lll 1naeu1t1T•nea• ot 

the Amari oan pu'bl1 o to it . Our prosper lt7, I am atra 14, 

has orealed within ua a oena1n adulation ot 1nvino1bil1t7, 

a oenain teel11l8 that iio'111ng oan bappen to lh1a great 

and powertul and prosperous nation. 

One is :reminded ot the at~y told ot 

ileS&nder the Great, who, while re~nno1ter1ng one dq 

before the wall• ot a oity wh1oh his armiea had besieged, 
. 

was wounded by an arrow. He thou.ght lightly ot it, but 

atter a while tile wound began to pe.1n h111l excessively; hie 

leg had beoome numb and he waa oo~elled to ret :t.re trom the 

tield ot battle, and u he withdrew, he aa14, 'tAU men 

1Weu ._ha, I am the 80D. ot J'upiter, 11UDO-i-,e.1, and yet thi■ 

wound ot mine tell■ me, or:lea alou4, that I am mortal." 

ITer,-thing about ua, espeaially the auper­

tiolal ev1denoea ot 9'ab111 v, tell• us 4'hat we are 

1JiT1no1ble, indea,ruo11ble; lb.at nothing WJ'ODS oaa e,er 

happen to ws. Bu.1 tbeae wounds ot ova, thi■ undermining 

ot u.tional aharaoter, thia wealceni11g ot Iba Ameriaan hOJII, 

th1• tnoreeee 1D. oriml, lh1• pol1t1oal oorruptd.cm, the•• 

wound• ot our, tell to all thoae who lave ear• to hear 

am mind• to under■tancl lbat we are not beyond the pale 

ot national a.oo1dent, and that we are not beyond the 

eperatioa ot the lnn1tabla lan ot moral lit • 

~----~----~---4 'the Amrloan people oan uae 1'• weal.Ill t'Or 

-a-
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a bless ng un\o all. e oan ao d1•tribute the gitt• 

whioh a kind nature has protusel7 and abundantl.7 bestowed 

upon ua ao that everyone ot us mall have a share in the 

good things ot lite. We oan 110 uae our great wealth ae to 

erad1oate pover,7 amons au· those who labor induetriouel.7 

and share in the burdena ot '°11• We oan ao W1e our weal1h 

a■ to proteot all those who labor and toil to inoreaae the 

aaaeta ot our people, to proteot them againet the want 

whioh IJU17 oome to them •• a reaul t ot s1oknesa and aooident 

and unempl0Jm9nt and old ege. We oan so us• our weal th 

as to •ave our ohildhood trom . being •~J.o1n4 in induatn-. 

We oan ao uae our weal'1l u to proteot our wcnanhood rrom 

being subjeoted to the heayy burdeu ot industrial lite. 

We oan ao use our wealth as m e tabl1ah an order ot 

eoonom.1o Juatioe and ta1rneae and treedca wmrein the 

gain ot the one will not mean the loaa ot the other. We 

oan so uae our wealth aa to toater and oultivate eduoation, 

the an• and the ao1enoea; to adorn our o1t1••; to aurroun4 

our people with be1U17i w enend oppor'1uiitiea tor whole­

■01118, ■UmalaUns reoreaUon tor old and JOWIS• ~ oan 110 

uae our wealth and our power, we, whose ■trength 1• 

undeniable, to be not only jut but senerOlla to our neigh­

boring people, and'° ae, .new and higher standards ot 

international relationahipa, ot internaticm.al 00Jlit7 an4 

1n,esri '7, --•• oan uae our weal th •• \o lead mank1.nd along 

the w.7 ot peaoe. !!, who wish all 111ticma wellJ whO 

eaTJ' no people it• Po••••s1oa; no are 'ba.l'clened with J10 

.... 



anolent gl1.eYanoaa and ancient hoat111t7, we can so use our 

wealth aa to give riee to a rao~ ot men who, because ot tbeae 

man1tol4 oppQrtun1 tie■ riahl.7 enjoyed, beoauee or the treeclom 

and the IP&Oiouenea• to the opportunitiea ot their live■, 

may approximate a little more oloael7 the human ideal ot 

manhood and wamanbQo4. 

We oan do all theae lbdng■ with oui- wealth, 

and wealth oan enable ua to do all 'theee thing• and will 
do not 

do it. These ,h1118s/ooma in and ot themaelvea. Theyrequire 

1u,elligent organization and oonaantrated errort. In order 

tha, we mq aoh1eY9 at least a modioum. ot tiese deairable 

thins• ot lite, we aball, in. the t1rat plaoe, have to begin 

,o lean how to •a,er wealth laalead ot being mastered lt7 

it; how to uae weal1;h inatea.d ot bei uaad by ~•• We llhall 

have to begin to oultivate 1n ourselves and in our children 

a aenae ot alertness and T1g1lenoe against the anti-social 

tendencie ■ whioh weal'11 inTidiaualf', 1naid1oualy, inevitably 

oreatea in ever7 people. 

We shall han to begin to atreaa 1n our own 

eduoatioa, and more espeoiall7 in the education ot our youth, 

tho• qual1t1e• whioh alone alee a people great and enduring,-­

hard won, oleaa 11T1ns, NTerenoe tor 'he baa1o aoral1t1e■ 

ot lite, '119 nob111'7 ot aimple liT1ng and high '111.nklng. 

te •ball !lave lo nolTe a oode ot oonduot l»aaed oa an 

in elllgent uae ot leisure; •• llhall have to leua ha1r to 

u• leiaare, whi.Gh ••1'11 •Jee• poaa1bl • Leiaui-e tor grow,b, 

tor Hlt-develQpmen,, to~ intelleolual actrenture, u.4 not 



,. _... 11 • 

tor aelt-1r,.4ulgenoe and behaT1o:r. We shall bave to basin 

1:o emphasize 1n a11 ot our thinking, :tn our preaohing, in 

our writing, ln our hoJae, ln our aobool, that the real 

subaanoe ot human lite and the real worth ot hUman 

ex1stenoe 1a not the amaasing ot th1nga, of wealth, ot 

property; 1.bat 1a neoeaaary but not the all important 

thing in lite; ,bat the real aubatanoe ot lite 1• 

1ntelleotual and spiritual ettort and enterprise; intell­

eowal traedom in the tullneaa ot lite, as Dante put it. 

In other 110rds1 what we need 1• a new 

ph1loaopb1', or perhaps an old ph1loaopby retreahed anci' 

made dynamic again in our 11:te. The wiadoa ot an anoient 

philosopher oomea to my mind. -Seneoa, •who was a teacher 

ot emperor• in anoient Rome, sa1 • "Re ta a great man who 

uaea earthenware diahe• as it they were silver. bat he la 

equall7 great ·w110 uaea allver aa it it were earthenware." 

It 1a the sign of an unstable mind no-t to 

be able to endure riahea. And it is to aave our people 

trom the danger ot be~ unsble 4'o andUre the riohea wh1oh 

lave o(;nm to ua, whioh will oan.t1nue, by the graoe ot aoa, 

to oome to it, tbat the Amen oan people 1a now being 

ohallenged to beatir 1taelt and to proteot 1taeU-. I, tor 

one, have great ta.1th in ,11e Amer1oan people, a taith baaed 

upon it• Puritan. tradiUon;a ta1'11 baaed upon. it• pioneerlnc 

trad1t1oa; a taith baNd upon 1t• innate and ea•ntial. 

•ouii4n••· ot judgm.en, and 0GllllOD Hue; • tai th baaed UpOIL 

it• lOTe ot th• human and ot hmuln1t7. 

-11-



'1he .Aaerioan people, I aa ocntid t, 1'1_11 

aeet th1• new ohalle11ge whioh ha• 0011111 to 1 •• 1 t baa 

•t the ohallense• ~ the paat--ooareseoualy a.n4 

re ■OllNe:Nll.J'. 

--o-
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•WHAT WILL AMERICA DO WITH HER WEALTH?" 

RABBI ABBA HILLIL SILVER 

THE TEMPLE 

April 22d, 192g. 

Poverty is not a virtue and wealth is not a vice. 

Poverty is as much a bane for a nation as it is for an 

individuaJ.. No nation can produce a great culture or 

oi~ilization, whose life is starved by want and whose energies 

are totally consumed in wresting a bare existence from a 

niggardly soil. Great national cultures spring up where great 

wealth gathers. If the United States is becoming a world 

center of art and learning, it is because the two pr~requisites 

of culture - wealth and l~isure-are here in full measure. 

But national wealth may make for national decadence as 

well. It may corrupt government. Wealth does not exist in a 

vacuum. It is in the hands of people - a relatively small number 

of people. Some of these people when the stakes are high, will 

seek to control government and if necessary to subvert it. 

They will stop at no moral scruple. They will corrupt public 

officia1s, spread ~lying propaganda and~ the whole political 

machinery of democracy. All too many and all too humiliating 

have been the instances in recent years of such corruption of 

government by big business, to require an elaboration of this 

argument. The situation is even more menacing because our 

people have become habituated to these acts of poli tioal wrong-

doing and are no longer aroused or stir1·ed by them. 
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~ 
Wealth may make government reactionary. Our very wealth 

/' 

may slow up our political progress. Our political thought in the 

last decade has been far less enterprising than in the decade pre-

ceeding. e have become the richest nation in the world. We are 

in danger of becoming the most reactionary. 

Wealth m~y uhdermine the private moral standards of our 

people as well as the public. Thus a rising tide of black crime 

has been sweeping over our land and we seem to be standing either 

helpless or unmoved in the face of this mounting menace. 

ealth is undermining the American home. There are more 

broken homes in America than in any other country in the world. 

Our divorce mills are grinding out daily thousands of disrupted 

homes and disrupted lives. 

The American people can use its great wealth for a 

blessing unto all. We can so distribute the gifts of nature with 

which we have been so abundantly blessed, that each man shall have 

a share in the good things of life. e can by our weal th eradi-

cate poverty among those who work industriously and bear their 

burden of honest toil. We can by our wealth, protect our 

laboring people against want caused by sickness, accident, un­

employment and old-age. We can protect childhood and womanhood 

in industry. e can establish an economic order of justice and 

fairness and freedom wherein the gain of one shall not spell the 

loss of another. We 
~ 

can by our wealth, foster education, the ·arts 
().,,v. , ( 

and the sciences, Morn our cities, surround the lives of our 
I' 

people with beauty. Because of our indisputable strength we 

can afford to be not only just but generous to our neighbor nations 
OU,.~ 

and -ee-t ,new standards in international morality. We can raise 

up a race of men, who because of the manifold opportunities wisely 
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employed, may approximate a little more closely the human 

ideal of true manhood. 

But will we 1 

To accomplish even a modicum of it we shall have to begin 

to master wealth. e have heretofore been mastered by it. We 

must cultivate an alert vigilance against the anti-social tenden­

cies which wealth gives rise to. :e shall have to stress in our 

education the virtues of hard work, clean living, reverence for 
aµc • 

basic moral values,~ the ideal of simple living and high thinking. 

e shall have to evolve an intelligent use of leisure, lei1ure 

for growth and intellectual independence. 

Because my faith is strong in the Puritan tradition of 
");ryt ·1 ( 

America, in its Revolutionary tradition, in its pioneering 

traditions and in its basic soundness, I am confident that it 

will meet this challenge as it has met all others, with courage 

and with resourcefulness. 
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