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Not many or the ancient faiths bas a strong 

pertinent message for the modern world. oat or the faiths 

ot antiquity no longer exist because they were unable to 

satiety the demands of progress. Others or these faiths 

or olden ti es which have oome down to the present day 

have persisted chiefly due to human inertia or to the 

power ot organization or to the habituated at¥'.l uncritical 

aooeptanoe or them by men. 

These old religions onoe served their day 

and met the needs of men adequately, but they onn no longer 

fulfill the require ents of spiritual religion adequately 

to the extended dimension or 's spiritual life. Their 

dogma, thejr.:Jdeology, their be.sio sumption, their rituals, 

belo to a orld displaced. They are no longer pertinent 

and a,..plioable. A:Ad ft is a signitioant oommentary on 

the fidelity or Judaism that, while 1 t is one or the most 

anoient or faiths, it ls not today an antiquated faith. 

Judaism today has a messa e aa applicable to human experi­

ence today as tresh, as oontormable, as vital, as was 1 ta 

message when first proclaimed in the hills ot Judea and in 

the cities or Samaria nigh unto thirty centuries ago • 

.And 1his taot is due perhaps to t o ca.uses, 

and these two causes derive one r.ran another. .Tudaism is 

not what is technically kno n as a dogmatic rel ""ion; j;t 

is not ounded in a set ot creeds which must be acoe ted 
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unquestian1ngly, whether the mind assents to them or not. 

There are no dogmas in Judaiam--unless you call the belief 

1!.n the existence of God and in the moral order of the 

universe dogmas. But these more,aocuratel.y are really not 

dogmas but prinoiplea, the indispensable minimum or all 

religions. 

Judaism never possessed an authoritative 

body which deolared what is or what is not an article of 

taith in Judaism; and the salvation of the individual in 

our religion depends not upon his acoeptanoe of an article 

of faith but upon his obedience to the moral law; not so 

muoh upon belief as upon conduct. Judaism, then, was 

rather free 1'rom dogma, and that is to be attributed to 

the raot that Judaism. was at al times the religion of a 

people. hile the elemental doctrines of Judaism are 

universal, hile they overleap all national and racial 

boundaries, yet the origin of Judaism, its fatherland, so 

to speak, its home, 1 ts sphere of development, was in the 

life of a distinct people,--the Jewish people. 

So that Judaism could ohange as the people 

changed. The religion could take on new emphases, new 

oharacteristios, could be subjected to new adjustments as 

the lite ot the people, whio was the carrier of the ra1 th, 

changed and sut tered adj us trrent s. Judaism was, therefore, 

alllU'B identified with a living organ1a. Unlike Chr1at-

1an1 ty, unlike ohammedanism, unlike Buddhiam, J'udaiam 1a 

not the creation ot one man or ot one great personality. 



Judaism ia not the religion ot Mosea; it 

is not the religion ot Ezra; it is not the religion ot 

Abraham. It is the religion or t:te Jewish people, --a 

living organism which has changed and developed to this 

day, and whioh lives in this day. So that the faith of 

this people has changed am developed along with the 

people and lives in this day; so that instead of being 

tied to a rigid set or abstract doctrines or dogmas, hioh 

one age may acoe:pt and another age may reject as knowledge 

increases, Judaism was able to be at one and the same time 

consistent, continuous and yet progressive, because it was 

imbedded, so to seek, in the life, in the growing, unfold­

ing life ot a people. That is hy tis ancient faith haa 

a vital message to the modern rld; that is why it oan 

speak to the modern orld in acoent understood by the 

modern world. 
le. ,.__, w -. 4 ,,.., ,.. 

I ahttt-3. not speak t411e morning ot the 

institutions or Judaism, or the ceranonies, of the customs, 

or the festivals, of the many historic agencies which 

developed in the course ot time as expressions of Judaism, 

or as pedagogic agencies true to Judaism. All these have 

their d1stinoti ve value and importance in any org nized 

religion. They are, after all, the more or leas physical 

channels through which the great ideals or a faith enter 

into the minds ot men, and they alao bring the charm and 

the oolortulneaa into a religion. But when all ia said 

and done the oeremoniea and ouatoma are mean• to an end; 



they are not ends in thE!nselvea. 

Judaimn possesses no ceremonies which are 

sacramental 1n character, the mere performance or which 

insures to a individual the 1\111 satisfaction of the 

religious lire. Judaism has a way ot salvation for every 

man, tor the way of salvation lies in moral conduct, not 

in the per:forl1J3.noe or any mysti oal or m ical right of 

atonemnt or ot communion 1th the Deity. 

I-wish ta speak thls 

:Tlar1ti•• ~t. arth. Now, our age, the age in whioh 

we live, is a critical age and Mt examining age. It is 

not a conserving or a codifying age. In our day everything 

is being cast into the crucible or analysis. 11 ideas, 

all accepted doctrines, all conventions, are being teste4 

anew; their oredentiala are bei?lg examined; their claims 

are being re-analyzed. ill philosophy as ell as all 

religion must prove thanselvea worthy ot aooeptance by men 

today wlx> are not eager to accept things on the sis ot 

tradition or age or convention. 

It is my tirm conviction that Judaism will 

w1 thstand the critical inquiring ot our own day, as 1 t has 

or the many teats and 1nqu1rie a in 1 ta long history. Juda­

ism met the religions at anti uity, the religions of 

Babylon and Egypt and Persia and emerged t r iumphant. 

J'udaiam met in oontliot the o1v111zat1on of Greece and 

Rome, the phlloaophles ot these peoples, and emer, ed 

triumphant. Judaism waa tested by the philosophy and the 
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metaphysics or tho aba in the early iddle • es and 

wi thatood the onslaught.I 1!l"nl Judaism was subjeoted to the 

ori tioal research or the philosophic minds of the last two 

or three centuries and has oome forth v1nd1oated. '8ft6. tt 

ia my firm oonviotion that under the new oritio 1 soruitny 

or this age Judaism 111 be round not wanting. 

Wben I speak of the eternal and imperishable 

verities ot Judaism, there might be those lX> will not find 

aeytbing distinctive in them. They will be inclined to 

believe that these things exist in all religion. But it 

should be borne in mind that the very raot that these ideals 

are now incorporate in other religions is a testimony and 

a tribute to Judaism, whioh :t'irat proolo.1 eu treae 1 ea.ls 

and which persisted in proolai !ng and in defending them 

until ather religions accepted t hE!D.. 

Christ 1an1 ty and ··ohammedanism derived :rrom 

the genius ot Judaism their essential ethical idealism, 

and if Judaism is slowly losing its uniqueness in the oon­

oert or modern religion, that 1s the supreme triumph ot 

Judaism; that is prophecy or the day hich is to come, 

the day visioned by the seers at Israel, 'when God shall 

be one and His name shall be one.' 

The t1rat ot t ese tremendous dootr1nes ot 

Judaism is the dootrine ot unity t:tat dominates the thought 

or J\lda1am,--not a mathemat1oal unity but a spiritual unity. 

The universe 1a one; the physioal aJJl the spiritual laws 

ot the universe are one. God, t e oreative the 



universe, is one; the hum.an family is one; the personality 

of man is one; physical and spiritual, good and evil, are 

one. In the sea or change, in the roll of events, in the 

heave and tumble of circumstance, in the seeming coni'Usion 

ot phenomena, there is an organic oneness, the perfection 

of one unfolding purpose, a latent harmony, a theme, a 

logioal unity, a oneness. That is what Judaism underst nds 

by monotheism. 

J"udaism' s watch ord, n&ar O Israel, the 

Lord our God, the Lord is one, ana all those and goes 

to the very heart or the matter, and carries ith it these 

tremendous implications. Un1tyt The lite or everyman 

·ought to be a unity; tbe life of evew individual ought to 

be organized around one f'oousi 1 eal, the ide l of 

building up a charaoter, an inte ated personality, a one­

ness or life. ' alk before me and bee ane thou whole, '---

a perfect one. That is the ethical ideal or Judaism for 

the individual. Not a broken, scattered personality, but 

an organized, a unified p araonali ty, actuated and mot1 va.ted 

by one centr l ideal,--tha.t or moral 1 eallsm; that ot 

treedom and responsibility. Unity! A unity not only ot 

the organized lUe ot a man, or or the organized 11 te ot 

men, but the unity of the tamily, the unity or the 

community, the unity ot the country, the unity of tm hole 

ot ankind. 

No one 1a truly one unless he include the 

1a trul~ hi elt unless be 1noludea ithin -~ 
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himself all other selves or mankind. The oneness ot 

all living men,--that is basic to Judaism. One God and 

one mankind. "Have e not all one Father? Hath not one 

God created us all? 

oualy one i t h another?" 

y, th en, should we deal treacher­

Am it Judaism as the first 

religion to preach peace and international concord in t he 

world, it is due to this fundamental conviction or the 

essential onemss or all men and of all -~oea, blaok and 

white, strong and weak,--ot all people. 

7/e have just concluded in our c1 ty the 
. 

celebration or the hundredth anniversary ot tm An:erican 

Peace Society, a very noble organization, and a very noble 

celebration it was. nd t he conterences and the a dresses 

there delivered and the subjects t ere discussed, indicated 

how tar trom the realization of tha ideal of universal 

peace mankin still was. The oonterence met in an atmos­

phere or hopef'ulnesa, believing, as it has every right to 

believe, that war ultimately will be dewtroyed, and that 

perhaps this century or ours will discover just that 

ne•essary fomula which will give nations security without 

the need ot resorting to armament, am justice w1 th out t e 

need ot resorting to war,--Just the required tormla hichl 

will end war. 

The logia ot war has been exploded; the 

backbone ot 1 t has been broken. Men am anen are fast 

ooming to realize that war is twioe aoouraed. It curse ■ 

Tiotor and it curses the vanquished. It solveanno problem; 
_,,_ 



it strengthens no nation; and a civilization suoh as ours, 

which demands for the continuity of its ecaiomic develop­

ment seourity and tranquility, cannot long endure the curse 

or war, hioh disrupts and disorganizes. ankind is coming 

to realize these ele ental ideals; they are beginning to 

percolate into the consciousness of t h e hwnan oe. Three 

thousand years ago, in unmistakable accents or exalted 

tai th and hope and conn.dance, the prophets or Israel 

announced to an unbelieving and cynical crld the ideal 

of universal peace, of nations beating swords into plow­

shares and knives into pruning hooka; all nations not 

learning ar any more ; all nations springing to the heel 

ot the Lord, seeking to be governe by is law,--a league 

or nations, a spiritual leagu or p oplea. 'nlat was first 

announced by this ancient faith, and tblt hope derived, as 

I said, from this overwhelming conviction touching the 

unity of the orld. 

This, then, may be said to be the first 

message of Judaism to the modem orld: the nessage ot 

unity, the oneness ot God, the oneness of mankind, the 

oneness or all the families or t he earth. There is no 

more desperately needed messa e in the crld today than 

that. 

And the second great truth is that ot 

juat1oe. J"ustioel J'Udaiam knew love. Judaism is not a 

reli ion which insists upon a hard, rigid fulfil ent ot 

Juda1an said, "Thou shalt love the Lord 
-- =~ • 
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thy God with all thy heart, w 1th all thy soul and with all 

thy mind." Judaism proclaimed, as I read 1'hie meMiae 

rem the 19th cJtapter ot Levi~iou.--; "Thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself, for I am the Lord." Judaism knew 

love as a complement to justice. Love is oftentimes too 

unreflective_.ertd too emotional and too impulsive to be an 

adequate rule tor human conduct in the involved and 

intricate relationships or social lite. Love is a 

supplement to justice. But first and toremost--J'uatice. 

"Justice shalt thou pursue." God is Just. His ways are 

just. Oftentimes we cannot fathom His purpose, but He is 

juat. The ruler of all the crld cannot do any injustice; 

and~ as God is just so must all the relationships ot 

men, to themselves, to their tello to their tam111es, 

to their friends, to their oonumtnity, to the alien, to the 

stran er, to the weak, to the strong, to the enemy, be 

grounded in justice. 

" t is ha tetul unto thyself do not do 

unto thy neighbor," declared the ~brew sage Hillel. That 

is justice. Nowhere in the whole literature of mankind 

will you find suoh passionate championing or the oauae 

ot the poor and the weak, the denied, the handicapped, the 

dispossessed, as 1n the pages or the sacred scriptures or 

Israel; -arid Mowhere will you tind suoh bitter denunciation 

ot all those ho grind the taoes of the poor and turn 

aa1de the cause ot the needy, ot all the exploiters and the 

oppressor■ ot mankind, as you will tind in these aelt-aame 



pages or the saored literature at Israel. 

Charity is commended by J"udaism as a 

manifestation of righteousness, as that which ought to be 

donel am fn no oode or law, anoient and modern, will you 

find such ample provision for the care or the needy and 

the destitute, the orphan and the widow and the poor, as 

in the Bible, laws whioh are expressions of belief' in this 

principle or justice. 

Judaism summons its adherents and all the 

children or man to reconstruct soc ety, to refom society, 

after the high st pattern of justice. Judaism is not a 

salvationist religion. Judaism is not verymuoh concerned 

about the saving or a man's soul through faith. Judaism is 

concerned in eooial reoonstruoti , in the building of the 

kingdom of God, in the establis ent or an order or society 

1n whioh justice and righteousness aIXl good will and fair­

ness shall dominate; in which human beings shall have a 

ahanoe to live treely and fully and adequately and realize 

their destinies without let and without htndranoe. 

That is the Mess ianio ideal bio h Judaism 

has preached through the agea, a challenge to men to pool 

their resources, intellectual and spiritual and physioal, 

to the mconstrootion or oooiety, to the establishment of 

tm kin8dom ot God,--"to parteot the world atter the 

pattern ot God's own kingdom." That is why Judaism md 

little patience throughout its history with monks and 

hermit ■ am aainta, 1th people soaped lite in order 
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to look after their own precious souls. Judaism wanted 

peopl.e to remain in the toil and the moil of lite, and in 

sweat and in blood, to help make the world a little 

better and a little finer. 

The third priaoipl.e; ttLe tW pd eternal 

verity of Judaism, may be said to be holiness. 'Ye shall 

be holy, f'or I the Lord your God am hol.y." And holiness 

and sanotit1 ed life aohieved not through asoet1o1sm, not 

through visionary romanoing in other worldliness, but a 

holiness aohieved through the fullest aotivation of four 

capacities in moral enterprise; holiness achieved through 

a rigid self-discipline tor the sake of the greater freedom, 

holiness which means a s»1r1tual reoonstruotion, a cleans­

ing ot selt through moral exp ri nee. ~ Judaism baa 

preaohed holiness consistently through the a a,--in the 

world of paganism, in the orld or heathenism, in the world 

of licentiousness and laxity of the editerranean era. 

Judaism bas preached oonsistently the deals of purity, of 

sexual restr int and righteousness, ot t'amily purity. 

J'uda1sm abhors the vulgar and wilful 

experimentation in the most sacred relationships ot human 

life. Judaism oalls far a type ot family in hioh rather 

is highprieat and mother is highpriestesa, both officiating 

at the high altars ot hwnan life; in which relationship or 

parent and ohildren are recalled as it the Sheohina were 

present, as if in the living preaeme or God himself. The 

J'ewish home was such that when the father entered it on his 

-11-



• 

Sabbath eve, he was able to say," nter into my home 1th 

me ye angels of meroy. 0 The an els oould dwell in these 

humble, unadorned homes of our ancestors, because the home 

as a sanctuary and the table as an altar or the living 

God, -aM ii the home the sacred ideals of reverence, purity, 

modesty, righteousness, humility, cleanness o.t mind and 

s ul, were always preached an taught by precept and 

example, &Jl'l- .fn this very age or ours, in hioh so much 

ot moral laxity and vulgarity and indeoenoy are abroad, 

Judaism unhesitatingly, and with the same firm oonviotion 

as or old, preaches the ideal or lite as being one not or 

self-indul ence, not ot moral irresponsibility, not of 

.allowing in the mire ot jungle instincts, but or sanctity, 

holiness; a holiness hiah pro ts eople to do that whioh 

is good because it is good, beo use it is fine; not for 

the sake ot receiving a reward. 'Be not like servants 

ho serve their master for the sake ot receiving rewards," 

said one of our sages, but be like those ho serve their 

master, God, ithout any expect tion or a re ard. 

The reat Jewish mystic, L.,(v1 ( ,./} ~ 

was fond ot saying--and his disciples all over the world 

have quoted this saying or his--this mystic rabbi was ont 

to say, "God, I do not wish thy Paradise; I o not ant 

the bliss of thy orld to oome; I do not ant anything that 

you oan give me. 11 I want is Thee--Thee alone. That's 

all. Such a passionate taith evidences a lite hioh 1a 

resplendent in the beauty ot holiness, whioh asks for 
~-=-.~~~~~==~~~~ 
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nothing but the opportunity of living beautifully and 

nobly. 

These, my friends, are sane or the eternal 

verities Israel has preserved and defended through the 

ages, and Israel offers them to the modern orld, a orld 

still so sa y disfigured by sunity, by injustioe and 

by immorality. Judaism off rs to the modern rld the 

ide ls or the on n as or God and the oneness or God's 

children; the ideal or peace, the ideal or justice, the 

ideal of rlcing for this kingdom or justice; the ideal 

of a personal. life redolent\ 1th the spirit of holiness 

and sanotity. 

Judaism welcomes all scientific truth. 

Judaism looks upon any new kno e e and any new diaoovery 

as an ally, not as an enemy. It eloomes all truth, 

believing th t vhile "the ass w1thereth and the flower 

tadeth, the wor of the Lord endureth forever." 

---o--
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THE A AL ~1IEETI G 
Dear F.-ie11d : 

I wo,ild 11ppreciute ,,ery much if yo11 wrwld ,,wk,, tm efjo,·t to atte11d 
the fo,·tl,co,ning A 1'Htwl .llt•etim: of our (.,' rmr.:rer:t,tio,1 011 Sa111,.Jay, 
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Ammnl JU eetfo are always im/wrta11t 11 ve11t. . Tl,ey afford 011 Oft• 
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Tl, y of o provide tm ei,e11in,: of . ociabUity a'1d r:ood fellow. hip. 

This year the laJter phase will be partirnlady ~ tre ed. 1'l,e ,neet-
;,,I! will be le formal a,u/ more hztimllt . A detail accottnt ill be 

iven oJ what the >11,merott. or,:a,1izatio11 in the Tem t,le have accom• 
plished d11ri'1f the year a,,d of the idea. which underlie om· program of 
activitie . A fi11e pro ram of ente,·tai,,ment-plt,y. _,,,,,. ic-food­
natured, lrnmo1·ons . ketche. lw been an-ani:ed. 

Uoy I not count 11po11 yo11r pre. e1U"e at this /)i,111e1·-Jleeti'1t:: 

J' ery inre,.cly your. , 

TEMPLE A LUM I ASSOCIA TIO 
ANNUAL MEETI GA D ALU INITE 

Sunday Evening 
.\,lay 13, 1928 

PROGRA~1 

Annual Dinner 

6:30 P. l\tl. 
Mahler Hall 

Business Iceting and Annual Election of Officers 

Sketche and Singing by lumni Talent 

Dancing for the Remainder < f the Even· ng 

The program will be an e. cellent and entertainin,l one. The Committee 
i e pecting a large turn-out of Alumni Memher . The new admini tration 
hould be gi en an enthu ia tic end-off for next year' work. The price of a 

re ervation j $1.00 per per on for the entire e enin~ including the dinner. 
Re er ation hould he made through ti c Temple Office or w"th Ir. Ted 
Spilka, chairman. 
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Temple Religious School 
Rcp:>rt for the Week 

T >tal 11tolh1H'nt, in •lwling 11 • 
High 'd1 l- 1:1:;~. 

"'"~ umlil'r O • }IU}iih1 rintll•1·gart ·n 
to th !Jth gr:u t'- 1:!:Ji. 

~h·<·rng' :itt 'IH(,IIH'(' for tl1 Wl'Plr 
! n,,. 
rnll' following <·la .·'<'-· lw,1 lot' r nt ­

tc•1Hlan • for th w • •k- ~' I~, lf •l •n 
'f rn11 .'t( in . B . . ' •t ti ' Lum l, l"g. 
Sunshine Fund Collection 

'I111 un ·ld11 • f 1ml oiled ion f"or 
t11 w k amount<·l to .·3!).:l5. 

Garden Club 
Th T m11 (:ani •n •tul will lwl<l 

i .• m nth1r 1n<•<•t ing on 'Ju •:,by 
)I :i-v 15th at ... :( O P. :\L in room 10 

f tl1C' ,·dwol lJUil4li11g. 

The High School 
Graduating Class of 1928 

TIH• .'v(·o11 l ·la.'. < h oT du. t •<1 
'rorn lH 'l<·rnplc High ·h ol will 

<·mi.-;i:-;t of ;;~ young tH< 11 m,d womt·11 

wl1) 11,ff t·ompldt••l a thrc, y •ai· : 

t·onr"'" o • :idv:rnt·ti,L .T wi. h ,· tUtli . 
Tit<•, ~ m n :nul wonu•n i • 

1v aft r th •ir (\rnfirmatio 
i;l 11ur Ili~h wl in or<1 
th1u tl1 •ir .J h tion. 

l nulu·1 ti,,1 'n • " 
on , ' utHlav in 
_J:il1kr H~11. Dr. JJJ1ilo 
tow11 ·will <lt•liv r U1 . •on 
adlr ... 'Iwo (·1wlar.-hi]l 
•::th will Jw aw.1nh1 l 

gratluafr. , " ·ho n~el'i,·c• l 
:1·liol:1~rti(· ~t.11Hling. 

The Temple Wishes to Aknowledge with Thanks the 
Following Contribtttio .ns~· 

To the Floral Fund 
.. Jr. ·. ~ f~,x .J~. '1 i1z 
:Mr . . J ulitis l>eu . <-h 

JH HH' Hlul".' ·· •if ,f,tht•r, Mr. B·.·s· • G1· t•nh•t·,· 
In mcnwr~.r of the 1,irt hda • of .Moth r, [r . . 

f:tti11la L:· uer 

To the Scholarship Fund 
:Mr. Aclolph \\·01 
:i\fr. . E. A. \.rn .Mr . 

. l :1<·0 h Bra<· lo • :, 
11 :rnuah Ln:11: .Jil-
li~ ·Ro. nth al, Etl. 

l1 am 1 a IH . L. 

J\f 1 
011 

[ mm YJ •in ·uul ~fi. '.' 
.... C'it{'l' 

.._ fr . Ida R 1 va • r 

In m morv of Par nt.• Mr. an 1 [r .. 
\\' o11a . ·t;,n 

fo lll( lllOl'V (1f Hit·k r Kali k 

In m ·mory of . 'i. t Pr, ... fr;. l. . 1 
J11 mc111ory , • • f: m· an I 

1 'i.·h r, 'I il l lfr ing r 
In nu·mory > und • 

To the Library Fund 
1\Ir . E. Mit J r In honor of th 

Ju Jwn r of th 
1,irth )), nip] J r my i]\' 1· 

l,il-th f Dani l J (•r m ilv r .:lfr. and l\[r . I. P. AU ·rl ul 

luring th 
}ii l i- av 

Ju tlbmortam 
W ' TE : onl , • i h d , p rro • t 11 u e t.1 of 

£mil Auerbnrlt 
:UH 1 . • fr Jlfl t l I f th • Frr gation to 
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