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I regard this poli t1oal oampaign 1n whioh we 

are all having auoh a good time as an exceedingly interesting 

one, an exoeedingly oontu.aed one, and only a mildly important 

one. It baa been made exceedingly interesting by the color

ful, Tibrant personality ot th9 demooratio oandidate, whose 

political aagaoity, oampa1gn1ns skill and torthrightneea ot 

apeeoh have won tor him many admirers among his countrymen. 

Governor Smith eeema to have given the slow

ly dia1ntegrat1ng Demooratio party a new lease on lite, and 

the wealthy oampa1gn contributions which he auoceeded in 

attracting this year are making it possible tor the 

candidate and his party to launoh a more vigorous and more 

extensive campaign than at any time in previous years. So 

that the campaign 1a proving to be an exoeedingly absorbing 

one, and the American people, which above all things else 

likes a good show, ia enjoying this campaign tremendously. 

Mr. Hoover has not lent much color to thia 

oampalgn. He just is not that type ot a man. He is not 

the "happy warrior" and he does not hale fran the ''sidewalk• 

ot Nn York," and he oannot be symbolized by a brown derby. 

In raot, Mr. Hoover seema to belong to that olasa or solemn, 

rather taoi turn atateamen wl:lom the Republican part7 aeeJU 

to be atteuting in reoent yeara. Mr. Hoover or oourae . 

belongs to the party in power, am be 1a mak1q hi ■ appeal 

to a nation whioh ia normal.11' Republioan. • So be' oan well 



attord to be oalm and d1gn1tied,as the oocasion demands, 

and aay only aa much aa he has to and as little aa he dare, 

and to wait upon the eternal laws ot Republican majority 

to put him and his party into the coTeted oftioe. 

It is an interesting campaign, but it 1• 

also an exoeedingl7 contusing one. Whatever issues one 

ia able to discover in t is campaign aeem to be very sadly 

scrambled. It is of oourae becoming exceedingly more 

d1tt1cult, as it is becoming more progressigely lesa likely, 

that either or the two major parties will ever again have 

a olear out issue im 1 ta platform. The aole survi Ting 

distinction between these two traditional parties today 

seems to be that one is the party ot the ins and the other 

ia the party o:r the outs; that every tour years one part7 

in oonvent1on assembled news 1th ride ita glorious reoord 

ot aooompliahment, and ao on, and so on, and the other part7 

onoeevery tour years in convention assembled views with 

ala?m the record, the apeotaole ot sordid corruption and 

unabashed rasDalit7, eto., eto. 

In taot, the really great items of sooial 

legislation whioh have bean enacted in the last tew yeara, 

such as women suffrage and prohibition, were enacted in 

spite of the two major parties. The major parties neither 

dared to prove or to diaprove of these measure■ until they 

beoame aooompliahed taot. And the reason 1a not tar to aeek. 

In order to win an eleotion in thia far nuns country of aura, 

with it• man7 territorial interest■ and oont'llotlng int•~-
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. 
••ta, a part7 dare not take a decided stand upon any issue 

whioh will antagonize a subatantial number ot voters. ThWI 

one writer ha• oorreotly stated that in the case ot Governor 

Smith, who is at heart a true liberal, a progressive man, 

and a man ot conviotiona, that in order to get anywhere at 

all in thia eleotion he has to ettect a combination ot 

atatea which, on the aurtaoe, at least, aeema incongruous 

and unnatural, almost, in taot,1mpossible. He must hold the 

ao-called solid Sou th, which is dry, Protestant and ru.l.l ot 

TamallJ' hoatil1ty; he must gain the New York group, which 

1• Bepublioan, industrial, conservative and wet, and then 

oarry a oenain number or the reat:ilTe and agricultural 

states in the Northwest. 

Now the Republican oandidate tinde himselt 

in the aeltaame position, and the Republioan party, tor that 

matter, ot reoonoiling mutually exclusive interest■, with 

the result that every tour years the oandidate■ and the 

parties are compelled to perform aome amazing teat• or 

political Juggling, legerdemain. They dare not take a 

decided stand on aey iaaue, and they must uae term■ whioh 

m&7 be made to mean all things to all men, or they can't win. 

Now the important thing is to win, and hence 

this amazing contusion, this abeenoe ot olear issue■ • In 

taot, it 1a not at all olear in my mind that the Amerloan 

eleotorate want ■ olear out issue■• Moat people vote their 

intereata or their prejudioe■ or their inherited b1a■• J'ew 

people Nally Tote their intelligent and 



J'our years ago, tor example, a clean issue, 

a sharply defined issue, was presented to the Amerioan 

e~eotorate. 'l'he party in otfioe,--wh1oh happened to be tba 

Republioan part7,--had debauched government, betrayed it• 

truat. Ita repreaentativea, its spokesmen, men high up 

in the party oounoila and in reaponaible government posit1ona, 

simply turned thieve■ and pirates and traitors, and their 

marauding■ and their depredation• were unspeakable aD4 

unparalleled. No oabinet in any country or Europe would 

haTe aurv1Ted three days in the faoe or suoh exposures. And 

their part7, mind you, attempted to shield thElll all the time 

and to mitigate their offenses. But soon thereatter that 

party came up for reeleotion and Tindioation at the hands 

ot the American electorate, and the Am.eric~n people wu 

summoned to repudiate that ,arty. 

Here was an issue, moral, ooloeaal, if you 

will, going to the very roots of government. What was the 

result? That party wbio h was :round to be so vulnerable, with 

such an exposed .lohillea heel, waa returned to oftioe with a 

majority ao overwhelming that it oould only be interpreted 

as a complete vindioation ot moral tun,1,ude. 

So that I, tor om, am not so sure that the 

Amarioan people are really sensitive to issue■ in a oampaign. 

You take the politloal plattorma ot the two parties today. 

Tb ditterenoe between the Demooratio party plattora and the 

Republioan plattom, aa regard■ Tital thinga, ■uoh aa the 

taritt, labor, 1mm1grat1on, tam :relief, proh1b1t1on,.--tbe 

.... 



ditterenoe between them is the ditterenoe between • dle

dee and tweedledum. The Demooratio plattorm. ot oourae 

promise• a little more, naturally haa to; it is the party 

out ot power. I realize, or oourse, that the oandida e ot 

the Demooratio party has gone beyond his party platform and 

haa projaoted issues whioh were not at all contained in the 

platform or his own party, and that is why I say that this 

campaign is such a oontuaing one. 

Thia is a oampa1gn or partie • We eleot 

parties to govern, and oandidates are only the spokesmen ot 

the partiea, and it ia the party platform, and not the 

candidate, whioh retleota the merged intere ts and senti

ment• ot the oonatitueno7 or. that party, and it is these 

sentiments and these notions whioh t candidate, it elected, 

will have to carry oul into praotioe and legislation. or 

there 1a no sense at all to party government. 

How the oloaeat approach to an issue in this 

oampaign is prohibition•, and it baa ·been made an issue b7 

the trank and outspoken position ot Governor Smith. GoTernor 

Smith regard■ the prohibition iaaue--I am quoting him--as a 

great moral issue 1nTolv1ng the righteousness or our natural 

oonduot and the proteotian ot our oh1ldren's moral.a, and he 

propoaes, as soon aa he 1a elected, to set ab~t ror an 

immediate revision ot the Volat ad law and tor the presenta

tion to the Amerioan people ot a propea1t1on ao to change 

the lighteenth Amendment aa to enable the indiT1dual atatea 

to adopt, it they will, aOIDI aioh torm ot at ta manutaoture 
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and sale of liquor as obtains in Canada. And that is t g 

position ot Governor Smith,--very olear, very frank. 

But that is not the position of his party 

at all; in faot, the very reverse 1s the position or the 

party. In the platform adopted at Houston it clearly state■, 

after rebuking the Republican party for not enroroing the 

Eighteenth Amendment, "Speaking tor the natural democracy 

thi• oonvention pledges the party and its nominees (mind you) 

to an honest effort to entoroe the Eighteenth Amendment and 

all other provisions of the Federal oonat1tut1on, and all 

law■ enaoted pursuant thereto." It says nothing about 

modifying the Volstead law, and it says nothing about 

ohanging the Ei~teenth Ameddnmnl. 

Now, it 1s conceded that the strength or 

the Demooratio party 1• 1n the South, and that it Governor 

Smith is elected he w1]l have to oount tor the enaotment ot 

any law upon that oonatituenoy, those representatives trom 

the South who are pledged to the enforcement or the 

Eighteenth Amendment. How he plans to introduce a modi ioa

tion or the prohibition l when the repreaentativea ot hi■ 

own party are plo ed to entoroe that law and not to ohange 

it 1• a m1raole or statesmanship, and add• oontusion upon 

oontusion to this political oampa1~. 

You take the rel1g1oua issue, which 1• really 

not an 1lsaue at all, no formal issue, at leaat; neither ot 

the plattorma or the Republican and the Demooratio party b7 

ao muoh •• a word augge■ t• rel1g1oua intoleranoe. Both 

---
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oandidatea, Mr. Hoover and oovemor Smith, have spoken 

toroibly, trankl7, honestly upon the subjeot ot religious 

toleration. Neither Mr. Hoover nor the Republioan party 

oan be aooused,on the basis ot anything in the record, ot 

religious bias or intoleranoe. Mr. Hoover is a broad 

humanitarian, a ualcer, a member or a party hioh in 1ta 

day also su.ftered trom the bitter persecution or 1ntoler

anoe. In his many rel1et expeditions Mr. Hoover has served 

all peoylea and all faiths alike, impartially. Mr. Smith 

ia a Oatholio, a loyal member ot his ehuroh, but he baa 

never permitted his politics to intertere with the administr

ation of his ottioe; ha has never favored anyone or dia

oriminated against anyone beoau1e ot his relJ.gion, and 1ew 

and Gentile, Oatliolio and Protestant are among the closest 

treinda and advisors and co-workers or Governor Snith. 

So that as tar as oandidatea and party 

plattorms are oonoerned the record is olear: there is no 

religious issue; and yet people teel constrained to vote 

tor Governor Smith and against r. Hoover because ot the 

many m.anitestations of religious intolerance which hav 

sprung up spontaneously all over the oountry; and that is 

oon:tusing in itaelt. But the oonrusion becomes worse 

oontounded when one stops to realize that the moat relant

leaa and the most bitter religious bigota in this oampa1gn 

oome trom Governor Smith's own party, trom the South, the 

atronghold and the ba111w1ok ot Demooraoy, 

I have not been able :to ••• th1a tllii»g 7• to 

_,_ 



eye with many ot my trienda, wm reel that a vote tor the 

Republican party this year is a gote tor intoleranoe, and a 

Tote tor the Demoorat1o party is a Tote tor toleranoe. 'l'he 

Demooratio party does not oome into oourt with clean hands. 

It ie the Southern Demoorao7 wh:1oh has diaentranohiaed tin 

m1ll1ona ot human beings and deprived them ot their rights 

guaranteed to them by the oonatitution ot the United States; 

not on the basis ot religious intoleranoe, to be sure, but 

on the basis ot raoial intoleranoe, and I, tor one, do not 

know whioh is worse. The Demooratio platform adopted at 

Houston haa not a word to aay about this thing, nor has it 

a word to aay about the favorite southern pastime ot 

lynohing; in taot, a tew days betore the Houston convention 

aaaembled, that beautitul city put on a l111ohing show, 1fh1oh 

moat ot the delegates missed beoauae they arrived too late. 

There ia no anti-Catholic party in the tield. 

It there were 1 t would be the duty ot every Amer1oan 01 tizen 

to an.aah it regardless or any other issue in the oampaip. 

Neither ot the partiea, neither ot the oandidatea, baa 

solio1te4 or weloomed any support trom any ot the numerous 

intolerant group■ in the United State■• It they bad, then 

it would be the moral duty or the oitizena ot th1• country 

to repudiate that. 

I therefore say that I oannot--trytng to tin4 

11J7 wa7 through thia oontu.sion--I oannot see that there ia a 

olear ou religious 1aaue 1n this oQJPaign, am that the DIID 

ot toleranoe muat TOte the Demooratlo tioket and the man ot 
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intolerance will vote the Republican tiokei. There are, ot 

course, hcrdea ot bigots in these United Statea--one need not 

tmderest1mate them--wb:> will vote against Governor Smith 

simply because he is a Catholio. They have always been 

with ua, these Medieval scavenger■• They were imported into 

this oountry rrom the Old World, where Cathol1os and Pro

testants kn1te4 each other tor tour hundred years in the 

name ot the Prinoe or Peaoe. In our early Colonial day• in 

this oountry that virus or intolerance, that black heritage 

ot hate was already present. Those who came to these shores 

to find religious rreedom found it neither here nor there 

aa soon as they oame. Today the Catholics are being aoouaed 

ot oonspirfng to bring the pope ov-er to Washingtonl As it 

he did not have a oomtortable little home ot his own in the 

Vatican. But in l688, in Virginia, the Catholics were 

aoouaed ot conspiring with the Indiana to aaaaasinate all 

the Proteatanta. In many or the states Jews and Catholics 

were denied, in some 1nstanoea, the right to settle; in other 

instanoea the right to hold public worship; in many instance■ 

the right tovote and to hold otfioe; and the Oathol1os were 

partioularly disliked and teared. The state ot Massachuaetta 

passod a law prohibiting the celebration ot the maae under 

penaltJ' ot death, and otten prohibited the oelebration ot 

Christmaa beoauae that was looked upon aa an eTidenoe ot 

popen. 

The state ot New York, Governor Smith'• own 

early eighteenth century, deprived all Catholic ------~.--



ot the right to Tote, to hold ottice, and any prieat round 

within the boundaries ot New York state was subject to lite 

impriaonment. In the middle ot the nineteenth century you 

will recall a veritable wave or anti-Catholic sentiment spread 

throughout the United States in the wake or the incoming 

large numbers ot Irish Catholic•• In the late 30• and in 

the early 40• the .American Republican Association was 

organized, wbioh aimed at the elimination or Catholics from 

public ottioe, and also trCD. the right to citizenship, and 

thia movement led, you will reoall• to the terrible Kensing

ton riot• ot 1844, when many were killed and wounded. A 

little later on, in 1849, the Supreme Order or the Sona or 

the Star Sp&llgled Banner waa organ1ze4,--what a religious 

titlel--and that order soon came to be known as the Know

Nothing party, because members ot t he order, when questioned 

about the program or the order, the polioy, said, "I know 

nothing." It waa a aeoret organization, and this Know-Nothing 

party, aimed against the Catholics, soon plUD88d into poli-

t 1oa and made some headway. 

In the election or 1855 it actually oarried 

tour state■ in New England on an outright anti-Catholio 

platform.. In 1877 the American Protective seociation--the 

lttramoua A.P.A.--was organized• and the policy ot that 

organization••• to exclude all Catholioa tr011 nomination 

or election to an7 ottioe in the United Stat••• 'l'hat 

organization was reaponaible tor the oiroulation, you will 

reoall, ot that torpd aoouaenl--•caething llk oUZ' lldera 
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ot Z1on--or the torged eno)1t).1oal attributed to ope Leo XIII, 

which decreed that on the last day ot 1ul7, 1893, all 

Proteatanta and all hi>retioa 1n the United States should 

forthwith be assassinated by all the faithtul; and so man7 

Protestants were soared b7 this torged document that they 

actually built for themselves arsenals and stacked them 1th 

quantities ot munitions and arms to protect th mselvea 

against this threatened assassination. And in 1915 you will 

remember in Atlanta the Ku Klux Klan a organized--or re

organized--which embraced in 1ta empire ot hate J'ews and 

Cathol1oa. 

So that bigotry and intolerance are not 

unknown in tleae United Statea. It 1a or 1ntereat, however, 

to note that these move enta see to have iheir little day 

and paaa out; the7 disintegrate; they deoompose. Not one or 

them manages to prolong its existence much beyond a deoade 

or a deoade and a halt. It seems that the American people 

quickly rega1ne 1 ts san1 ty and prefers to remain loyal to 

its own deolarationa ot religious toleranoe emblazoned in 

1te own oonatitution; the Amerioan people pretera to remain 

loyal to the tradition ot the Roger illiam■ and the Thomas 

1erterson and the Abraham Linc~ln and the Theodore Roosevelt. 

But there have alwaya been, and there are 

today large numbers ot ingrown aeotariana, intolerant 

rel1g1on1ata, whose ohiet delight 1 ■ to bate aaneone and who 

beatir themaelTea whenever the oooaaion ohall ngea them; and 

thia oooasion haa ohallenged thea and the7 han beet rn4 
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themselves in thia campaign, and they will bestir themselves 

in tuture oampaigna quite regardless or the outcome or this 

oampaign • 

It is part or the very arduous task ot 

Demooracy to eduoate these people, to eduoate all bigot ■, 

whether they be Catholic or Protestant or Jewish, out ot 

their narrowness and their prejud1oe; to teach them to 

disassociate their political lite and their political 

interests trom their racial and oreedal oontaota and 

asaooiatione. Andy-et one should not despair about oondi

tiona, and one slx>uld not overestimate this intoleranoe in 

the United State■• Atter all, it 1a in the way ot a 

rtndioation or the broad religious tolerance of the American 

people that a man like Govemor Smith oould have been 

nominated for the President or the United Statea, hia party 

knowing full well this possible opposition which has de

veloped, and it 1s quite in the nature ot a v1nd1oation ot 

the fundamental broadmindedness of the .American people that 

this aelt-aa.me party nominates a Sew to the otfioe at 

Lieutenant-Governor or the greatest state in the union, and 

that the other party, the Republican party, nominates a Jew 

to the office ot governor ot that self-same state. I 

other taotora enter into the situation, but it ia aign1tioant 

that these taotora ot religion and raoe, whioh would have 

proved an inaurmountabl• obataole in the path in other 

plaoea, haTe not proved inaurmountable obatall•• in thlt 

pr.ennt and in lh1• laD.4•~--~ 
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It E were a Protestant minister today, and 

eapeoiall7 it I lived in a small town, where narrowneaa 1a 

predominant, where mental horizons are oiraumacribed, I 

would spend all my time between now and election in my 

pul.pi, and 1n my told, among my people, in an ettort to 

explain to them aa toroibly as I oould the aaored duty ot 

religious non-partisanship 1n politioa. I would realize 

this opportunity when the minds are aenaitive to this problem, 

to teach thEID with appropriate comment&r7 and homily the 

tuJ.l 1mpl1ca t 10111 the real philosophy ot that clause in 

our oonatitution whioh declares that no religious teat shall 

ever be a qualin.oation to any otfioe ot publio trust under 

the United Statea. I would spend this period ot time 

atreaai:rig and underaooring, proo imlng trom the ver7 hou■e 

topa, a doctrine auoh u Thomas i treraon preaohed to his 

tellowmn. "Beliertng that religion is a matter whioh lie■ 

solely between man and hia God; that he owea aocount to 

none other tor hie taith or hia worship; that the the 

legislative power• or government readh aotiona only and not 

opiniona, I oontemplate with sovereign reverence that aot 

ot the whole American people which declared that their 

leg1alatora ahould make no law respecting the eatabliahment 

ot religion or proh1bit1ng the tree exeroiae thereot." Thua 

building a wall or ■eparation between ohuroh and state. An4 

it I were a Protestan, m1n1■t•~ and deTOtecl 117aelt to thia 

work at thia time, I would beline that I would be pertom1ng 

he •upl'al8 aerxloe to U'll8 Chriat1u1ty an4 k \ru 
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.Amer1oan1a. 

I am. inolinalto bel1eTe, trienda, that this 

oampaign, in spite otthis great interest whioh it haa 

oreated, and probably because ot the great contusion ot 

issues, is likely to prove only a mildly important one. 

'!'here are two tine men running tor ottioe, but there are no 

great issues. Governor Smith has proved himaelt a truly 

remarkable exeoutive--courageoua, independent, competent. 

He 1• a man ot tine aooial vision., broad bwnani ty and 

absolute integrity, and he would bring to the White Bouse 

all that rioh experience in government, that amazing skill 

in putting through important legislation, and that remarkable 

humaneneaa, plus integrity and uprightness. Mr. Hoover baa 

established himaelt in the minds ot his countrymen aa a 

great administrator and or~izer ot vast projeota, and in 

the grave or1••• which oontronted the world in the last 

titteen years, Mr. Hoover proved himaelt a real, a true 

servant ot mankind. Mr. Hoover has an intimate knowledge 

ot international attaira, and a graap ot the great problema 

whioh perturb the nati na ot the world today. And he would 

bring to the White Houee all that rioh experieno• ot hia, 

plus oharaoter and probity. In taot, both ot theae men are 

head and shoulder■ above the men who have oooupied the White 

Houae in the laat eight 7eara. 

ur. HoOTer will ot oourae be, 'by hie nature, 

by hi• training• by h1• enTironment, by hi• party attil1a

t1ou, 110re oonaervative, more "~lar"1 more the tr1en4 
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the etatua ~m, more the triend, it you .will, ot what we 

oall "big busineaa," than Mr. Smith. 

It 1a olear, therefore, that thoae men and 

women who 111 vote d1apaas1onately in the torthcoming 

election, that is, without reterenoe either to religion or 

to prohib1t1on--ne1ther ot whioh is a real iaeue 1n thia 

oampaign--and those men and women who vote intelligently in 

the torthoom1ng eleot1on, without reference to par:tY 

loyalty, will 4eTote themselves logically along this line: 

the oonservativea will ohooae Mr. Hoover; the liberal• will 

ohooae Governor Smith. That doe a not mean that the Demoorat-

1o part7 today 1a the party ot 11beral1•--tar trom it. The 

Demooratio party today, solely b oauae ot the preaenoe ot 

this personality ot Governor Smith a, its head, may aern 

tor aome liberal aa a halt way station. But the party ia 

tar trom being the American Liberal part7. 

Such a party will haTe to be born sooner or 

later, my trienda. The logic ot event• will diotate sooner 

or later the formation ot a true liberal party, which will be 

the true oounten,ari ot a true oonaervat1Te part7; and there 

ia roca in these United States tor both auoh partiea. When 

auoh a party ia orgo1zed there will ensue a logioal align

ment ot Toter• along definite 1asuea, prompted by definite 

attitude■ to detinite aocial, political and eoonomio queatiou. 

Until that time, JD7 triend■, we are likely to haft eleotiona 

auoh •• thia, llhioh will prove higb].7 interesting and h1gbl7 

ocmtualng, but onl7 m11417 illportant • 
.• o--
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OPENI G EVE T OF THE SEASO 

for the 

TEMPLE ALUM I ASSOCIATIO 

TEA DA CE 
Sunday Afternoon, October 14th 

Between the hours of three and five 

Admi ion free to all Alumni member in good tanding. Alumni a1"e urged 

to turn out in good number and m:i. ke hi opening affair of the ·ear a ucce . 
Carl Jo eph i chairman of the Committee on Arrangement 
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DAY EVE I GS AT THE TEMPLE 

An Outstanding Lecture Course \Vhich Has 

Aroused Great Intere t and Enthusiasm 

Twenty Vital L ectures by T wenty 

Eminent Speakers 

FIRST LECTURE, OCT. 29th 

Procure Your Season Tickets by 

Phone or M ail at Once 
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The T emple Wishes to A cknowledge with Thanks the 
Following Contributions: 

To the Floral Fund 
l r\'in .. \. Wi<•,1,1 r 
l\fi- . . I ay WiPrl'1<•r 

Tn lll('tllOJT of' fat It •r ,T:t<·oh IT. \\ i(•,l(l<•r 
rn Jll( ' JllOI '.~' of h11:h:rnd ,fa<'oh JI. \Vi ,1,11'1' 

To the Scholarship Fund 
:\J I':. R:,· :ri ,1<1 r 
.\ f ,. . T, l :; 1 o ·" n w: , r 
.Mr. a1Hl ~t r , . : . .T. FC'cl ,r · 

m,n 

Tu BH'IHO\'Y < Ta<·oh 11. \Ti •<l,l•r 
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Detnocratic 
Platfortn 

Adopted by the 
Democratic National Con.11ention 

Houston, Texas 
June 26th to 29th, 1928 

Issued~ the 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL 
COMMITIEE 



Democratic National Platform 
1928 

HOUSTON, June 29 (A.P.)-The text of the plat
form adopted unanimou ly by the Democratic n:i
tional convention follow:.: 

We, the Democratic party in convention assem
bled, pause to pay our tribute of love and re pect 
lo the memory of him who in his life and in his 
official actions voiced the hopes and aspirations of 
all good men and women of every race and clime, 
the former President of the United Stales, Woodrow 
Wilson. His spirit moves on and his example and 
deeds will exalt those who come after us as they 
have inspired us. 

We are grateful that we were privileged to work 
with him and again pay tribute to his high ideals and 
accomplishments. 

\\ e reaffirm our devotion to the principles of 
Democratic government formulated by Jefferson and 
enforced by a long and illustrious line of Democratic 
Presidents. 

We hold that government must function not to 
centralize our wealth, but to preserve equal oppor
tunity so that all may share in our priceless re
~our es; and not confine prosperity to a favored few. 
We, therefore, pledge the Democratic party to en
courage business, small and great alike; to conserve 
human happiness and liberty; to break the shackles 
of monopoly and free business of the nation; to re
spond to popular will. 

The function of a national platform is to declare 
general principles and party policies. We do not, 
therefore, assume to bind our party respecting local 
i5sues or details of legislation. 

We, therefore, declare the policy of the Demo
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cratic party with rraard to the following dominant 
national issues: 

The Rights of the States 
We demand that the constitutional rights and 

powers of the states shall be preserved in their full 
vigor and virtue. These constitute a bulwark against 
centralization and the destructive tendencies of the 
Republican party. 

Vile oppose bureaucracy and the multiplication of 
offices and office holders. 

We demand a revival of the spirit of local self
government without which free institutions cannot 
be preserved. 

Republican Corruption 
Unblushingly, the Republican party offers as it. 

record, agriculture prostrate, industry depressed, 
American shipping destroyed, workmen without em
ployment, everywhere disgu t and suspicion, and 
corruption unpunished and unafraid. 

ever in the entire history of the country ha~ 
there occurred in any given period of time or, in
deed, in all time put together, such a spectacle of 
sordid corruption and unabashed rascality as that 
which has characterized the administration of fed
eral affairs under eight blighting years of Republi
can rule. ot the revels of reconstruction, nor all 
the compounded frauds ucceeding that evil era have 
approached in sheer audacity the shocking thiever
ies and startling depia vities of officials high and low 
in the public service at Washington. From cabinet 
ministers with their treasonable crimes, to the cheap 
vendors of official patronage; from the purchasers 
of seals in the United States senate to the vulgar 
grafters upon alien trust funds, and upon the ho -
pita! resources of the disabled veterans of the 
World War; from the givers and receivers of stolen 
funds for Republican campaign purposes to the pub
lic men who sat by silently consenting and never re
vealing a fact or uttering a word in condemnation. 

[4] 



the whole official organization under Republican rule 
has become saturated with di honesty, defiant of 
public opinion and actuated only by a partisan de
sire to perpetuate its control of lhe government. 

As in the time of Samuel J. Tilden, from whom the 
presidency was stolen, the watchword of the day 
should be: "Turn the rascals out." This is the ap
peal of the Democratic party to the people of the 
country. To this fixed purpose should be devoted 
every effort and applied every res urce of the party; 
to this end every minor difference on non-c-3ential 
issues should be put aside and a detem1ined and 
united fight be made to rescue the government from 
those who have betrayed their trust by dis-.racing 
it. 

Economy and Reorganization 
The Democratic party stands for efficiency and 

economy in the administration of public affairs, and 
we pledge: 

(a) Business-like reorganization of all depart
ments of the government. 

(b) Elimination of duplication, waste and over
lapping. 

(c) Substitution of modern business-like methods 
for existing ob~olete and antiquated conditions. 

No economy resulted from the Repubiican party 
rule. The savings they Glaim take no account of the 
elimination of expenditures following the end of the 
World War, the large urns realized from the sal 
of war materials, nor its failure to supply sufficient 
funds for the efficient conduct of many important 
governmental activities. 

Finance and Taxation 
(a) The federal reserve sy-tem created and in

augurated under Democratic auspices is the great
est legislative contribution to constructive busines 
ever adopted. The adn inistration of the system for 
the advantage of stock market speculators must 
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cease. It must be administered for the benefit of 
farmers, wage-earners, merchants, manufacturers 
and others engaged in con tructive busine s. 

(b ) The taxing function of government , free of 
despotism, has for centurie been regarded a- the 
power above all others which requires vigilant cru
tiny to the end that it be not e:xercLed for purpo <'3 

of favor or oppression. 

Three times since the World War the Democrat;; 
in the congress have fa\·orcd a reduction of the tax 
burden~ of the people in face of stubborn oppo ition 
from a Republican admini tration; and each time 
the e reductions have largely been made for the re
lief of tho e lea t able lo endure the exactions of a 
Republican fiscal policy. The tax bill of the ses ion 
recently ended was delayed by Republican tacti s 
and juggled by partisan considerations so as to make 
impossible a full mea ure of relief to the greater 
body of taxpayers. The moderate reductions afforded 
were grudgingly conceded and the whole proceed
ing in the congress, dictated as far as possible from 
the White Hou e and the treasury, denoted the 
proverbial desire of the Republican party always to 
discriminate against the masses in favor of privi
leged classes. 

The Democratic party avows its belief in the fiscal 
policy inaugurated by the last Democratic adminis
tration which has provided .a sinking fund sufficient 
lo extinguish the nation's indebtedness ~,ithin a rea
. onable period of time, without harassing the pres
ent and next succeeding generations with tax bur
dens, which, if not unendurable, do in fact check 
initiative in enterprise and progress in business. 
Taxes levied beyond the actual requirements of the 
legally established sinking fund are but an added 
burden upon the American people, and the surplus 
thus accumulated in the federal treasury is an in
centive to the increasingly extravagant expenditures 
which have characterized Republican administrations. 
We, therefore, favor a further reduction of the in
ternal taxes of the people. 
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Tariff 
The Democratic tariff legislation will be based on 

the following policies : 

(a) The maintenance of legitimate business and 
a high standard of wages for American labor. 

(b) Increasing the purchasing power of wages 
and income by the reduction of those monopolistic 
and extortionate tariff rates bestowed in payment of 
political debts. 

(c) Abolition oi log-rolling and restoration of the 
Wilson conception of a fact-finding tariff commis
sion, quasi-judicial and free from the executive 
domination which has destroyed the usefulness of 
the present commission. 

(d) Duties that will permit effective competition, 
insure against monopoly and at the same time pro
duce a fair revenue for the support of government. 
Actual difference between the cost of production at 
home and abroad, with adequate safeguard for the 
wage of the American laborer, must be the extreme 
measure of every tariff rate. 

(e) Safeguarding the public against monopoly 
created by special tariff favors. 

(f) Equitable distribution of the benefits and 
burdens of the tariff among all. 

Wage earner, farmer, stockman, producer and 
legitimate business in general have everything to 
gain from a Democratic tariff based on justice to all. 

Civil Service 
Grover Cleveland made the extension of the merit 

system a tenet of our political faith. We shall pre
serve and maintain the civil service. 

Agriculture 
Deception upon the farmer and stock raiser has 

been practiced by the Republican party through 
false and delusive promises for morl! than fifty 
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years. Specially favored induslries have been arti
ficially aided by Republican legUation. Compara
tively little has been done for agricullure and stock 
raising upon which national prosperity rests. Un
sympathetic inaction with regard lo this problem 
must cease. Virulent hostility of the Republican ad
ministration lo the advocates of farm relief and 
denial of the right of farm organizations to lead in 
the development of farm policy must yield to Demo
cratic sympathy and friendliness. 

Four years ago the Republican party, forced to 
acknowledge the critical situation, pledged itself to 
take all steps necessary to bring back a balanced 
condition between agriculture and other industries 
and labor. Today it faces the country not only with 
that pledge unredeemed, but broken by the acts of 
a Republican President who is primarily responsible 
for the failure to offer a constructive program to 
restore equality to agriculture. 

While he had no constructive and adequate pro
gram to offer in its stead, he has twice vetoed farm 
relief legislation and has sought to justify his dis
approval of agricultural legislation partly on grounds 
wholly inconsistent with bis acts making industrial 
monopolies the beneficiaries of government favor; 
and in indorsing the agricultural policy of the pres
ent administration, the Republican party in its re
cent convention served notice upon the farmer that 
the so-called protective system is not meant for him; 
that while it offers protection to the privileged few, 
it promises continued world prices to the producers 
of the chief cash cr.>ps of agriculture. 

We condemn the policy of the Republica,n party 
which promises relief to agriculture only through a 
reduction of American farm production to the needs 
of the domestic market. Such a pro6ram means the 
continued deflation of agriculture, the forcing of 
additional millions from the farms, and the per
petuation of agricultural distress for years to come, 
with continued bad effects on business and labor 
throughout the United States. 

The Democratic party recognizes that the prob
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lcms of production differ a· between ai.;riculturc anJ 
industry. Industrial production i largely under 
human control, while agricultural production, Le 
cause of lack of co-ordination among the 6,500,000 
individual farm unit , and becau:;e of the intluen c 
of weather, pests and other cau- s, is largely be
yond human control. The result is that a large crop 
frequently is produced on a mall acreage and a 
mall crop on a large acreage; and m asured in 

money value it frequently happens that a large crop 
brings less than a small crop. 

Producers of crops whose total volume exceed:
lhe needs of the domestic market must continue at 
a di advantaae until the government shall intervene 
as seriou ly and as effectively in behalf of the 
farmer as it has intervened in behalf of labor and 
industry. There is a need of supplemental legisla
tion for the control and orderly handling of agri
cultural surpluses, in order that the price of the 
surplus may not determine the price oi the whole 
crop. Labor has benefited by collective bargaining 
and some indu tries by tariff. Agriculture mu-,t be 
as effectively aided. 

The Democratic party in its 1924 platform pledged 
its support to such le«islation. It now reaffirm" that 
stand and pled0 es the united efforts of the leg· la
live and executive branches of government, a far 
as may be controlled by the party, lo the immediate 
enactment of rnch legi lation, and to such oth r _tep 
as are necessary to c tabli h and maintain the pur
chasi11g power of farm products and the complelt.
economic quality of agriculture. 

The Democratic party has always tood again. t 
special privilege and for common equality under the 
Jaw. IL is a fundamental principle of the party that 
uch tariffs a are levied must not di criminatc 

again t any industry, class or section. Therefore, 
we pledge that in its tariff policy the Demo ratic 
party will insist upon equality of treatment be
t ween agriculture and other industries. 

Farm relief must rest on the basis of an economic 
equality of agriculture with oth r industries . To 
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~ivc this equality a remedy must be found which 
,, ill include among other things: 

(a Credit aid by loans to co-operatives on at 
Ira t as favorable a basis as the government aid to 
the merchant marine. 

(b) Creation of a federal farm board to assi · t 
lhe farmer and stock-rai er in the marketing of their 
products, a:. the federal reserve board has done for 
the banker and business man. When our archaic 
banking and currency system wa revised, after its 
record of disaster and panic under Republican ad
mini trations, it was a Democratic congress in the 
admini tration of a Democratic President that ac
rompli bed its stabilization through the federal re
!'erve act, creating the federal rec:erve board, with 
powers adequate to its purpoc:c. 10w, in the hour 
of agriculture's need, the Democratic party pledge· 
the establishment of a new agricultural policy fit
ted to present conditions, under the direction of a 
farm board vested with all the powers necessary to 
accomplish for agriculture what the federal reserve 
board has been able to accomplish for finance, in 
full recognition of the fact that the banks of the 
country, through voluntary co-operation, were never 
able to stabilize the financial ystem of the country 
until government powers were invoked to help them. 

( c) Reduction through proper government agen
cies of the spread between what the farmer and 
tock-rai er gets and the ultimate consumer pay;; 

with consequent benefits to both. 

( d) Consideration of the condition of agriculture 
in the formulation of ~overnment financial and tax 
measures. 

We pledge the party to foster and develop co
operative marketing a~c:ociations through appropriate 
rrovernment aid. 

We recognize that experience has demonstrated 
that members of such a sociations alone cannot suc
ces fully as ume the full respon ibility for a pro
gram that benefits all producers alike. We pledge 
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the parly to an earnc t cn<leavor to olve this prob
lem of the distribution of the cost of dealing with 
crop surpluse over the marketed units of the crop 
whose producers arc benefited by such assistance. 
The .olution of thb problem would avoid govern
ment sub idy, to which the Democratic party has 
always been opposed. The solution of this problem 
will be a prime and immediate concern of a Demo
cratic administration. 

We direct attention to the fact that it was a Demo
cratic congress in the administration of a Demo
cratic President which establLhed the federal loan 
system and laid the foundation for the entire rural 
credits structure, which has aided agriculture lo 
suc;tain in part the shock of the policie of two Re
publican administrations, and we promise thorough
going administration of our rural credits laws, _o 
that the farmers in all ections may secure the 
maximum benefits intended under these acts. 

l\'1ining 
Mining is one of the ba ic industries of this coun

try. We produce more coal, iron and copper than 
any other country. The value of our mineral pro
Lluction is second only to a riculture. Minin~ ha~ 
suffered like agriculture and from similar cau_e~. 
It is the duty of our government to fo ter thi- in
rlu try and to remove the restriction that de-troy 
its prosperity. 

Foreign Policy 
The Republican administration has no foreign pol

i y; it has drifted without plan. This great nation 
cannot afford to play a minor role in world politir~. 
It must have a sound and positive forei~n policy, 
not a negative one. \Ve declare for a con tructi\' ' 
foreign policy ha ed on these principles: 

(a) Outlawry of war and an abhorrence of mili
ta ri-m, conquest and imperialism. 

(b) Freedom from entangling political allian es 
with foreign nation .. 

[ 11 ] 



(c) Protection of American lives and rights. 
(d) Non-interference wilh the elections or other 

internal political affairs of any foreign nation. This 
principle of non-interference extends to Mexico, 
Nicaragua and all other Latin American nations. 
Interference in the purely internal affairs of Latin 
American countries must cease. 

(e) Rescue of our country from its present im
paired world standing and restoration to its former 
position as a leader in the movement for interna
tional arbitration, conciliation, conference and limi
tation of armament by international agreement. 

( f) International agreements for reduction of all 
armaments, and the end of competitive ·war prepara
tions, and in t.he meantime the maintenance of an 
army and navy adequate for national defense. 

(g) Full, free and open co-operation with all 
other nations for the promotion of peace and justice 
throughout the world. 

(h) In our foreign relations this country should 
stand as a unit, and to be successful, foreign policies 
must have the approval and the support of the 
American people. 

(i) Abolition of the practice of the President of 
entering into and carrying out agreements with a 
foreign government, either de facto or de jure, for 
the protection of such government against revolu
tion or foreign attack, or for the supervision of its 
internal affairs, when such agreements have not been 
advised and consented to by the senate as provided 
in the Constitution of the United States, and we 
condemn the administration for carrying out such 
an unratified agreement that requires us to use our 
armed forces in Nicaragua. 

(j) Recognition that the Monroe Doctrine is a 
cardinal principle of this government promulgated 
for the protection of ourselves and our Latin-Amer
ican neighbors. We shall seek their friendly co
operalion in the maintenance of this doctrine. 

(k) We condemn the Republican administration 
for lack of statesmanship and efficiency in nego-
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tiating the 1921 treaty for the limitation of arma
ments, which limited only the construction of battle
ships and ships of over 10,000 tons. Merely a ges
ture toward peace, it accomplished no limitation o[ 
armament, because, it simply substituted one weapon 
of destruction for another. 

While it resulted in the de truction of our battle
ships and the blueprints of battleship of other na
tions, it placed no limitation upon con truction of 
aircraft, submarines, cruisers, warships under 10,000 
tons, poisonous gases, or other weapons of dcstruc
lion. No agreement was ratified with regard to sub
marines and poisonous gases. The attempt of the 
President to remedy the failure of 1921 by the 
Geneva conference of 1928 was characterized by thr 
same lack of statesmanship and efficiency and r -
ulted in entire fi.ilure. 

In consequence the race bet ween nations in the 
building of unlimited weapons of destruction still 
goes on, and the peoples of the world are still threat
ened with war and burdened with taxation for addi
tional armament. 

Water Power, Waterways and 
F lood Control 

The federal government and state governments 
re pectively now have absolute and exclusive sov
ereignty and control over enormous water powers, 
which constitute one of the greatest assets of th 
nation. This sovereign title and control must be 
preserved respectively in the state and federal gov
ernments, to the end that the people may be pro
tected against exploitation of this great resource 
,md that water powers may be cxpcditiou ly de
veloped under such regulations as will in ure to the 
people reasonable rate., and equitable distribulion . 

We favor and will promote deep waterway from 
the Great Lakes to the Gulf and to the Atlantic 
Ocean. We favor tl,e fostering and building up of 
water transportation through improvement of inland 
waterways, and removal of di crimination again l 
water transportation . Flood control and the lower
ing of flood levels are essential to the safety of life 
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and property, and the productivity of our lands, the 
navigability of our streams, the reclaiming of our 
wet and overflowed lands. We favor expeditious 
construction of flood relief works on the 1:ississippi 
and Colorado rivers and such reclamation and irri
gation projects upon the Colorado river as may be 
found feasible. 

We favor appropriation for prompt co-ordinated 
surveys by the United States to determine the pos
sibilities of general na\·igation improvements and 
water power development on navigable streams and 
their tributaries and to secure reliable information 
as to the most economical navigation improvement, 
in combination with the most efficient and complete 
development of water power. 

We favor the trict enforcement of the federal 
water-power act, a Democratic act, and in ist that 
the public intere t in water-power sites, ignored by 
two Republican admini tration , be protected. 

Flood Control 
Being deeply imprc sed by the terrible disasters 

from floods in the Mississippi valley during 1927, 
we heartily indorse the flood conlrol act of last May, 
which recognizes that the flood waters of the Mis
sissippi river and its tributaries constitute a national 
problem of the gravest character and makes pro-
vision for their speedy and effective control. This 
mea3ure is a continuation and expansion of the pol
icy established by a Democratic congress in 1917 in 
the act of that year for controlling floods on th 
Mis issippi and Sacramento rivers. It is a great 
piece of constructive legislation, and we pledge our 
party to its vigorous and early enforcement. 

Conservation and Reclamation 
We shall conserve the natural resources of our 

country for the benefit of the people and to protect 
them against waste and monopolization. Our dis- • 
appearing resources ot timber call for a national 
policy of reforestathn. The federal government 
. hould improve and de,·elor: its public lands 50 that 
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they may go into private ownership and become 
subjected to taxation for the support of the state· 
wherein they exist. The Democratic admini tration 
will actively, efficiently and economically carry on 
reclamation projects and make equitable adju t
ments with the homestead entrymen for tho mi -
lakes the government bas made, and extend all prac
tical aid to refinance reclamation and drainage pro
jects. 

Transportation 
Efficient and economical transportation is e-sen

tial to the prosperity of every indu-try. Cost of 
tran portation control the income of every human 
being and materially affects the cost of living. We 
must, therefore, promote every form of transporta
tion to a state of bighe t efficiency. Recognizing 
the prime importance cf air transportation we shall 
encourage its development by every pos ible means. 
Improved roads arc of vital importance not only to 
commerce and industry, but also to agriculture and 
rural life. The federal government hould construct 
and maintain at its own expense roads upon its pub
lic lands. We reaffirm our approval of the federal 
roads law, enacted by a Democratic administration. 
Common carriers, whether by land, water or rail 
must be protected in an equal opportunity to com
p te so that governmental regulations against ex
orbitant rates and inefficiency will be aided by com
petition. 

Labor 
(a) We favor the principle of collective bargain

ing and the Democratic principle that organized 
labor should choose its own representatives without 
coercion or interference. 

(b) Labor is not a commodity. Human rights 
mu t be safeguarded. Labor should be exempt from 
the operation of anti-trust Jaws. 

(c) We recognize that legislative and other in
, ·estigations have shown the existence of grave 
abuse in the issuance of injunctions in labor dis
putes. ~o injunctions should be granted in labor 
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disputes except upon proof of threatened irreparablr 
injury and after notice and hearing, and the injun -
lion hould be confined lo tho e acts which do di
rectly threaten irreparable injury. The expre eel 
purpose of representatives of capital, labor and the 
bar to devise a plan for the elimination of the pre -
cnt evils with re pect to injunctions must be sup
ported and legislation designed to accomplish these 
ends formulated and passed. 

(d) We favor legislation providing that product..5 
of convict labor shipped from one state to another 
shall be subject to laws of the latter state as though 
they had been produced therein. 

Unemployment 
Unemployment is present, widespread and in

creasing. Unemployment i almost as destructive to 
the happiness, comfort and well-being of human be
ings as war. We expend va t sums of money to 
protect our people against the evils of war, but no 
government program is anticipated to prevent the 
awful suffering and economic losses of unemploy
ment. It threatens the well-being of millions of our 
people and endangers the prosperity of the nation. 
We favor the adoption by the government, after a 
study of this subject, of a scientific plan whereby 
during periods of unemployment appropriations shall 
be made available for the construction of nece sary 
public works and the lessening, as far as consistent 
with public interests, of government construction 
work when labor is generally and satisfactorily em
ployed in private enterprise. 

Study should also be made of modem methods of 
industry and a con tructive solution found to absorb 
and utiHze the surplus human labor released by the 
increasing use of machinery. 

Accident Compensation to Government 
Employes 

We favor legislation making fair and liberal com
pensation to government employes who are injured 
in accident or by occupational disease and to the 
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dependents of su h workers as may die as a result 
thereof. 

Federal Employes 
Federal employcs should receive a living waize 

based upon American standards of decent living. 
Pre ent wages are in many instances far below that 
standard. We favor a fair and liberal retirement 
law for government employes in the classified ser-
vice. 

Veterans 
Through Democratic vote , and in spite of two 

Republican President ' opposition, the congress ha 
maintained America traditional policy to gener
ously care for the veterans of the World War. In 
extending them free hospitalization, a statutory 
award for tuberculosi ·, a program of progre ive 
hospital construction, and provision for compensa
t ion for the di abled, the widow and orphans, Amer
ica has surpas_ed the record of any nation in th 
history of the world. We pled~e the veterans that 
none of the benefits heretofore accorded by the 
Wilson administration and the votes of Democrati 
mrmbers of congress shall be withdrawn; that thes 
will be added to more in accordance with the vet
eran ' and their dependents' actual needs. Gener
ous appropriations, bone t management, the removal 
of vexatious admini tration delays, and sympatheti 
assistance of the veterans of all wars is what the 
Democratic party demands and promises. 

Women and Children 
We declare for equality of women with men in al! 

political and governmental matter-. 

Children are the chief a et of the nation. There
fore, their protection through infancy and childhood 
against exploitation i an important national duty. 

The Democratic party has alway oppo ed the ex
ploitation of women in indu try and has stood for 
such cunditions of work as will preserve their health 
and safety . 
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\ c favor an equal wage for equal ervice; and 
likewise favor adequate appropriations for the 
women's and children' bureau. 

Immigration 
Laws which limit immigration must be pre erved 

in full force and effect, but the provisions contained 
in these laws that se1 rate husbands from wive· 
and parents from infant children are inhuman and 
not essential to the purpose of the efficacy of such 
law. 

Radio 
Government supervision must secure to all the 

people the advantage of radio communication and 
likewise guarantee the right of free speech. Official 
control in contravention of this guaranty should not 
be tolerated. Governmental control must prevent 
monopolistic u e of radio communication and guar
antee equitable distribution and enjoyment thereof. 

Coal 
Bituminous coal is not only the common base of 

manufacture, but is a vital a"ency ir. our interstate 
t ran portalion. The demoralization of this indu try, 
it labor conflicts and distress, its waste of a na
tional resource and disordered public service, de
mand constructive legislation that will allow capi
ta l and labor a fair share of prosperity, with ade
quate protection to the consuming public. 

Congressional Election Reform 
We favor legislation lo prevent defeated members 

of both houses of the congress from participating 
in the essions of the congress by fixing the date for 
convening the congress immediately after the bi
ennial national election. 

Law Enforcement 
The Republican party, for eight years in complete 

ontrol of the government at Washington, presents 
the remarkable spectacle of feeling compelled in its 
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national platform to promise obedience to a pro
\·ision of the federal Constitution which it ha fla
grantly di_regarded and to apologize to the country 
for its failure to enforce law enacted by the con
gress of the United States. Speaking for the na
tional Democracy, this convention pledge the party 
and it nominees to an honest effort to enforce the 
Eighteenth amendment and all other provisions of 
the federal Constitution and all laws enacted pur
suant thereto. 

Campaign Expenditures 
We condemn the improper and excessive use of 

money in elections as a danger threatening the very 
existence of democratic institutioc . Republican ex
penditures in senatorial primaries and election 
have been so exorbitant as to constitute a national 
scandal. We favor publicity in all matters affecting 
campaign contributions and expenditures. We hall, 
beginning not later than August 1, 1928, and every 
thirty days thereafter, the la t publication and filin~ 
bein~ not later than five day before the election, 
publish in the press and file with the appropriate 
committees of the house and senate a complete ac
count of all contributions, the name of the con
tributors, the amounts expended and the purpo es 
for which the expenditures are made, and will at all 
Limes hold open for public inspection the books and 
records relating to such matters. In the event that 
any financial obligations are contracted and not paid, 
our national committee will similarly report and pub
Ii h, at least five days before the election, all de
tails respecting such obligations. 

We agree to keep and maintain a permanent rec
ord of all campaign contributions and expenditures 
and to insist that contributions by the citizens of 
one state to the campaign committees of other states 
. hall have immediate publicity. 

Merchant Marine 
We reaffirm our support of an efficient, depend

able American merchant marine for the carriage of 
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the greater portion of our commerce and for the 
national defense. 

The Democratic party has consistently and vigor
ou ly supported the shipping services maintained 
by the regional nited Stales Shipping Board in 
the interest of all porls and all sections of our coun
try, and bas succes fully opposed the discontinuance 
of any of these lines. We favor lhe transfer of lhe~c 
lines gradually to the local private American com
panies when such companies can show their ability 
to lake over and permanently maintain the lines 
Lin s that cannot now be transferred to private en
terprue _hould continue to be operated as at pre-ent 
and bould be kept in an efficient slate by remodel
ing of some ves els and replacement of other- . 

We are unalterably opposed to a monopoly in 
American shipping and are opposed to the operation 
of any of our service in a manner that would retard 
the development of any ports or sections of our 
country. 

We oppose such sacrifices and favoritism as ex
hibited in the past in the matter of alleged sales, 
and insist that the primary purpose of the legisla
tion upon this subject be the establishment and 
maintenance of an adequate American merchant 
marine. 

Armenia 
We favor the most earnest efforts on the part of 

the United States to secure the fulfillment of the 
promises and engagements made during and follow
ing the World War by the United States and the 
allied powers to Armenia and her people. 

Education 
We believe with Jefferson and other founders of 

the republic that ignorance is the enemy of freedom 
and that each state, being responsible for the intel
lectual and moral qualifications of its citizens and 
fo~ the expenditure of the moneys collected by tax
ation for the support of its schools, shall use iL 
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overcign right in all matters pertaining to edu a
tion. 

The federal government should offer to the talcs 
such counsel, advice, results of research and aid as 
may be made available through the federal agenci s 
for the general improvement of our schools in view 
of our national needs. 

Monopolies and Anti-Trust Laws 
During the last seven years, under Republican 

rule, the anti-trust laws have been thwarted, ig
nored and violated so that the country is rapidly 
becoming controlled by trusts and sini ter monopo
lies formed for the purpo e of wringing from the 
necessaries of life an unrighteous profit. These com
binations are often formed and conducted in viola
tion of law, encouraged, aided and abetted in their 
activities by the Republican administration and are 
driving all small tradespeople and small indu trial
ists out of business. Competition is one of the mo_t 
sacred, cherished and economic rights of the Amer
ican people. We demand the strict enforcement of 
the anti-trust laws and the enactment of other laws, 
if neces ary to control this great menace to trade 
and commerce, and thus to preserve the right of the 
small merchant and manufacturer to earn a legiti
mate profit from his bu iness. 

Di honest busin s should be treated without in
fluence at the nation:tl capitol. Honest busine , no 
matter its size, need have no fears of a Democratic 
admini tration. The Democratic party will ever op
pose illegitimate and di hone t business. It will fo. -
tcr, promote and encourage all legitimate business 
enterprises. 

Canal Zone 
We favor the employment of American citizens 

in the operation and maintenance of the Panama 
canal in all positions above the grade of mes cnger 
and favor as liberal wages and conditions of em
ployment as prevailed under previous Democratic 
administrations. 
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Alaska-Hawaii 
\\ e favor the development of Alaska and Hawaii 

in the traditional American way through self-gov
ernment. We favor the appointment of only bona 
fide resident to office in territories. We favor the 
extension and improvement of the mail, air mail 
telegraph and radio, agricultural experimenting, high
way con truction and other necessary federal activi
t ie in the territories. 

Philippine 
The Filipino people have succeeded in maintain

ing a stable government and have thus fulfilled the 
only condition laid down by the congress as a pre
rcqui ite to the granting of independence. We de
clare that it is now our duty to keep our promise 
to these people by granting them immediately the 
independence which they so honorably covet. 

Porto Rico 
We favor granting to Porto Rico such territorial 

form of government a would meet the present eco
nomic condition of the island, and provide for the 
a piration of her people, with the view to ultimate 
,-tatehood accorded to all territories of the United 

late- since the beginning of our government, and 
we believe any officials appointed to administer the 
l!Overnment of such territories hould be qualified 
hy previous bona fide residence therein. 

Public Health 
The Democratic party recognizes that not only 

the productive wealth of the nation, but its content
ment and ·1appiness depend upon the health of it,; 
dtizens. It therefore pledges it elf to enlarge the 
exi ting bureau of public health and to do all things 
po ible to stamp out communicable and contagiou 
di eases and to ascertain preventive means and 
remedies for the e diseases, uch a cancer, infantile 
paralysis and others which heretofore have largely 
defied the skill of physician . 
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\\'c µledge our party to pare no mean5 to lift 
th apprehcn~ion of di<-cases from the minds of our 
people, and to appropriate all moneys nece ary 
thereto to carry out thi pledge. 

Conclusion 
Affirming our faith in these principles, we ubmit 

our cause to the people. 

THE COMMITTEE 0. PL. TFORM AXD 
RE OLUTIO .• 

KEY PITT rAN, Chairman . 
MICHAEL L. IGOE, Seer tary . 
CHAS E. JACKSON, st. ecrclary 
R. EARL PETERS, As-t. ccrctary 

H 
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f N'o, io8'tt FbR BIGOTRY. 
America has room for every shade and degree of 

opinion; political, economic, religious. It will never 
be largo enough, so long as liberty endures, to shelter 
intolerance. 

The Constitution of the United States twice speaks 
out clearly on the question in ,vords familiar to every• 
one versed in the fundamentals of the republic: 

'' o religious test shall ever be required as a quali 
fication to any office or public trust under the United , 
States.'' 

And again: 
"Congress shall make no law respecting an estab

li~hment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.'' 

Thomas Jefferson, to whom both Republicans and 
Democrats in these days look back for inspiration, 
considered these declarations of principle essential to 
the liberty in whose name the fathers of the republic 
cane for help from a God of justice. 

'Believing that religion is a matter which lies solely 
qetweeu man and his God," J effersou wrote in 1 03; 
'' that he owes account to none other for his faith or 
his worship, that the legislative powers of government 
reach actions only and not opinions, I contemplate 
with sovereign reverence that act of the whole Amer· 
ican people which declared that their Legislature 
should 'make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,' 
thus building a wall of separation between church 
and state.'' 

Yettht-f-ol .. I ... y_p_ .. ersist s. There exi t in the United 
States today groups, otherwi se intelligent and cer
tainly pretending t o patrfotism,. wldch insist-contrary 
to the Constitution they assume t o admire-that one's 
qualificatiolf for offi.ce shaH in fn ct be determined by 
a religious test. 

More than 100 years after Jefferson uttered the 
words we quote above, another president of the United 
States wrote a letter to an Ohio man. We cite Theo
dore Roosevelt to support Jefferson: 

"You say that 'the mass of the ,·oters tha t are not 
Catholic will not support a man for any office, espe
cially for presidt:1nt of the "nited States, who is a 
Roman Catholic.' I believe that when you say this 
you foully slander your fe~low countrymen.'' 

Nothing can be more destructive of the very founda• 
tion stones of what the world acclaims the greatest 
experiment in popular liberty history has yet recorded 
than the spirit of religious bigotry. 

To hold that Alfred E. Smith should not be presi
dent because he is a member of the Catholic church, as 
some are doing, is to deny the wisdom of the authors 
of the Con8titution; to attack a fundamental principle 
of political liberty. 

,ve concede, of course, the privilege of anyone to 
oppose the election of Smith on any one of many 
issues-his attitude toward prohibition, his record as 
governor of ew York, his association with Tammany, 
his position on agriculture, foreign relations, water
ways-or 011 all of them-but to attack him for bis 
religion is a blow not at him alone but at an ideal 
which Americans have cherished since the beginning 
of the republic. 

Here is an issue bigger than party; bigger than the 
identity of the next president; bigger than repub
lican go,ornment or democracy. 

Let bigotry find no haven in America.. 



FROM GOVERNOR SMITH'S 
ADDRESS OF ACCEPTANCE 

August 22, 1928 

The Theory of Progressive Government 
Government should be con tructive, not destructive; 

progres ive, not reactionary. I am entirely unwilling to 
a.ccept the old order of things as the be t unle~s and until 
I become convinced that it cannot be made better. 

It is our new world theory that government exists for 
the people as against the old world conception that the 
people exist for the government. A sharp line separates 
tho ·e who belic,·e that an elect class should be the special 
object of the government's concern and those who believe 
that the government is the agent and servant of the people 
who create it. Dominant in the Republican Party today 
is the element which proclaims and executes the political 
theories against which the party liberals like Roosevelt 
and La Follette and their party insurgents have rebelled. 
This reactionary element seeks to vindicate the theory of 
bene,·olent oli~archy. It as umes that a material pro • 
perity, the very exi tence of which is challenged, is an 
excu e for political inequality. It makes the concern of 
the government, not people, but material things. 

• • • • 
Real Outlawry of War 

The real outlawry of war must come from a more 
sub tantial endeavor to remove the causes of war and in 
this endeavor the Republican administration has signally 
failed. 

I believe the American people desire to assume their 
fair share of responsibility for the administration of a 
world of which they are a part, ·without political alliance 
with any foreign nation. I pledge myself to a resumption 
of a real endeavor to make the outlawry of war effecth·e 
by removing its causes and to substitute the methods 
of conciliation, conference, arbitration and judicial 
determination. 

The Eichteenth Amendment 
The President of the United States has two constitu

tional duties with respect to prohibition. The first is 
embodied in his oath of office. If, with one hand on the 
Bible and the other hand reaching up to Heaven, I 
promi e the people of this country that "I will faithfully 
execute the office of President of the United States and 
to the be t of my ability preserve, protect and defend 
the Constitution of the United States," you may be sure 
that I shall live up to that oath to the last degree. I shall 
to the very limit execute the pledge of our platform "to 
make an honest endeavor to enforce the 18th Amendment 
and all other provisions of the Federal Constitution and 
all laws enacted pursuant thereto." 

• • • • 
Temperance vs. Disresard for the Law 

I believe in temperance. We have not achieved temper
ance under the present system. The mothers and fathers 
of young men and women throughout this land know the 
anxiety and worry which has been brought to them by 
their children's use of liquor in a way which was unknown 
before prohibition. I believe in reverence for law. To-
day di reg-ard of the prohibition laws is insid\usly sappin~ re- pect for ~ll_,lnw. I rai e, therefore, wha I profoundly 
h lieve to byn gre:it moral issue involving he righteous
ness of our national conduct and the protection of our 
children's morals. \ The remedy, as I have stated, is the 
fearle s applicatiod of Jeffersonian principles. 
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Modification of the Y olstead Law 
In acconlance with this Democratic principle, som~ 

immediate relief would come from an amendment to the 
Vol tead Law giving a scientific definition of the alcoholic 
content of an intoxicating beverage. The present defini
tion is admittedly inaccurate and unscientific. Each tatc 
would then be allowed to fix its own standard of alcoholic 
content, subject always to the provi o that that standard 
could not exe()ed the maximum fixed hy the Congres . I 
believe moreover that there should be sul,mitted to the 
people the que tion of some change in the provi ions of 
the 1 th amendment. 

* * * * 
I per onally believe in an amendment in the 18th 

Amendment which would give to each indh·idual State 
it elf only after apprornl by a. referendum popular vote 
of its people the right who1ly within its borders to import, 
manufacture or cause to be manufactured and sell alco
Jwlic bernra.ge , the sale to be made only by the State 
it elf and not for eon umption in any public place. We 
may well l arn from the experience of other nation . Our 
Canadian neighbors have gone far in this manner to solve 
this problem by the method of sale made by the state 
iteelf and not by private individuals. 

There is no question here of the return of the saloon. 
When I tated that the saloon "is and ought to be a. de
funct institution in this country" I meant it. I mean it 
today. I will never advocate nor approve any law which 
directly or indirectly permits the return of the aloon. 

uch a change would prcsen-e for the dry statea the 
benefit of a national law -that would continue to make in
ter tale shipment of into icatinu beverage a crime. 

* * o* * 
Public Ownership and Control of Water Power 

I slmll carry into Federal admini tration the same policy 
which I l1ave maintained again t hc:-a,·y odd in my own 
state. Under no circum. tance should private monopoly 
be permitted to capitalize for rate-making purpo e water 
power sites that are t11e property of the people themselvc,. 
It i to me unthinkable that the Go,·ernment of the nited 
8tate or any tate th reof will permit either direct or 
indirect alienation of water po,vcr sites. 

* * * * 
Protective Legislation 

I shall aontinue my sympathetic interest in the ad
vancement of progressiYe legi la.tion for the protection and 
advancement of working men and women. Promotion of 
proper care of maternity, infancy and childhood and the 
encoura~ement of those eientific activitiC' of the national 
government which adYancc the afeguard of public health, 
are so fundamental as to need no exprc ' ' ion from me other 
than my record a lcgi lator and a Governor. 

Equality of Opportunity 
-one can que tion my r pect for and cooperation with 

the ivil , ' r\"ice nor my interest in proper <'om pen, ation 
for gO\"ernmeut s n·ice. I belicYe in that true E-quality of 
women that opens to them without restriction all avcnu s 
of opportunity for which they can qualify in bu iness, in 
government ervice and in politics. 

* * * * Freedom from Political Obligations 
Victory, imply for the sake of achieving it, is empty. 

I nm entirely satisfiecl of our success in November because 
I am sure we arc right and therefore sure tha.t our victory 
means progre s for our nation. I am convinc d <?f the 
wisdom of our platform. I pledge a complete devotion to 
the welfare of our country and our people. I place that 
welfare abo,·e e,·ery other con ideration nnd I am sati fi l 
tl1at our part~ i in a po, ltion to promote it. l To that end 
I l1ere nnd now declare to mv fellow countryltlen from OlH' 

l'llcl of the United State· to 0thc ot11er, that I will dedicate 
111~·- <'lf with all the pow r and energy tliit I po c 1:1 to the 
8<'rYi<' • of our ,:{rent Rl'public. 

J. 9. I.YOl'fCOMPANY-;..IIINTEIIS, AL.aANY, N. 't. 
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I reg rd thi political c p 1 n in h1ch e re 11 h· vin such 

ood time n exoeed i n ly inter stin one, n exceedin ly oonfueed one 

n only mildly 1 .port nt one. Ith e been m de exoeedin ly interesting 

by t he colorful nd vibr t p reon l lty o t h D ocr tic o ndid te, Governor 

s eeob h ve c ptiv ted ny of his countr 

skill nd fortbri htness of 

· OV rnor mith ee me to 

h ve iven t he lo ly dis1nte r tin De ocr tic p rty ne le ee on life 

• nd the 1 t hy o p 1 m contributions h lch he h s oeeded in ' ttr oting 

re m kin 1t po eible f or t he p· rty to conduct more vi orous nd ex-

tensive c p 1 nth t ny tie in th C rt i nly this 1■ proving 

t in s 11 es 

erio n pu 11c , h ich ove 11 oth r 

ood sho 1 tremendously enjoyin this one . 

r . Hoover b· s lent v r 11ttl color t o th1 o p 1 . H le simply 

not th t kin of m n . e 1 not th H py rrior, nor oee heh 11 

from the aid ·lke of • w York nor c · n he bes bolized y bro n erby. 

Heb lon s to the cl · s of t he ole n n r t h r t · citurn et teemen hom 

h epu lie p rty h 8 f vored in recent y r . Hoover, of course 

ie t he c ndid te of t he rty in po er nd he PP 1 to 3. co try which 

is nor lly u 11c n. C n t refore f ord t o c lm • d di ni ied, 

s y only 8 uch s he ha to n e littl e h d re n count upon the 

oper tions of t tern 1 1 s of public n jor1t1 s to put him hia 

p rtJ .in o the coveted off ices. 
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The c p · i n 1 provin to be v r conf u i n one. h tever of 

issues there ma y be d iscovered in it re bpdly scr mbled~ It 1 of 

course becomin 1nore sin ly les likely f or either of the two m·- jor 

p rtiee to h· ve ny vit l 1 ues in their l tforms. In order to in 

in n tion l election either p ty must satisfy ao m y diverse d 
thia 

conflicting element• nd roups in Ill fr-flung country th· t the p · ty 

simply can not ford to take a decisive st nd on any vit 1 public issue 

t onize subst tial number of voters. P ties d which my 

candid tes e · conetra ined every four ye s to perform azing f e ts 

of political j lery nd legerdemain . . They muRt avoid clear-out 

1ssuea and they ust use terms hioh my mean 11 things to 11 men. 

he difference bet een the public the De oct tic pl iforme 

this ye 

relief, 

on such subjects · s the t riff, l bor , prohibition, f m 

d foreign rel tions is the difference between t iddle-de- ee 

· nd t iddle-de-dum. The moor tio pl t f or romiees little more -

bee use it h to. I reali ze th· tins ins t oes the Demoor tic 

C' did te h s one beyond hi own p rty pl tform d h s projected 

issues not t 11 oontempl ted by hie p ty. Th mor e the confusiont 

Our Government is one of p rtie e nd o di dates ~re seumed to be the 

spokesmen of th ir p rti s nd their pl tforms. It ie the pl tform 

r th r th the c did te which represents the combined sentiments of 

the c on tituenoiea o t he p rty nd it i these sentiments a s reflected 

in the pl · tform w 1ch u t deter 1ne the ot1on of th o ndidate, if 

elected, or t hereon be no p ty gov rnment · t 11. 

The ne est we h v otten to cle -out issue in this o pa i gn 

1s rohibition - due ntirely to the frank 

Governor 1th. 

d out poken p osition of 

Gov rnor mith proposes n 1mm di te modification of the Volstead 

L w n submission to the people of the question of some oh ge 1n 

the provisions of the i hteenth Amendment hich ould ive eaoh 
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1nd1v1 u t te the ri h 0 dopt om ste 0 t te uf ture 

n s le of ooholic bev r es 1 in VO ue in C n • ut his own 

p ty pl tform s y nothin of th lnd. In f ct it e ye quite the 

reverse. ter oritioizin the p ty or not enforcing the 

Prohibition Law it proceeds to pled itaelf to it full en oroe ent. 

Governof 1th, if el oted, 111 fin hi elf int o 1t1on of 

voo ting o in th 1 hteenth endment hich 111 be tr nuously 

oppo d by the very re resent tive 1n hi on p rty, upon hos eu ort 

he ill h veto e end. It 1 ll very confuein. 

T t h o-o lled rell iou 1 ue. In r lity it le no 1 ue t 

1. elth r p rty pl tfo by o uoh ord, 

oth c did tea h ve oken cle r y, f orcibly n 

e ts ntoler oe. 

on tly on this 

subject. othln in the reoor of r. Hoover or t he Republic p ty 

1nd1c tea rel1 1ous bl otry; ·Jtd y t so e 
• Governor 1th, int th ublio n p 

evidences o reli 1 u 1ntoler nee hich 

eel pr pted to vot for 

o use of t he ny 

pont eouely ppe ed 

11 over th 1 d. Thi is ccn u in in itself - ut even more con-

usin is the t th t th o t p reis nt d relentless reli ioua 

bl otry hioh is being di pl yed in the c i gn com from Governor 

mlth'e own rty in the South - t he s tron .:old of D oc r oy. 

There ls no ti-C'thollo rty in he field, nor h ny 

o ndid te olicited or elcomed the ndor nt of th nti-C tholic 

ele ents in t h i country. If th t ere th c· se it ould be the 

prime duty of very Am rio n oiti en tori e up n oruah th m. 

Under ex1 tin condition o v r, I c not et y elf to b 11 ve th 

vote for the Re ublio n ticket 1 ote for intoler oe d vote 

for the oor tio tic et is ~ vote for t oler ce. 
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There e of oour e, horde 

sin•t Governor 1th simply 

of 1 ota 1 

o use he 1 

t 11 country o 111 vote _ 

· tholio. Amerio h • 

never been free fro the pr eenoe o uob d1ev 1 oven rs. ey 

ere imported here fr th ol orl rec tholioe ta 

h ve 1fed their w y hro four centuries or t 

Prince o 

thi country. 

ro 

h.se 

1 t 

1ove ents 

tim nti- tholic sentient sweep o r 

em• to h vet ir ittle y 

o aUto be. 

eo e or so. h 

n v r suoceedJI in rolon in t e1.r life yon 

rio people quickly reoo ere its s ity n 

rem ins loy 1 to th hi torio eol r tione of rel1 ious toler tion 

e blazoned on t p a of its Constitution. 

It is p to h 

o g 1zed reli ion to 

uous t of de oor o of 

en out of their pr j ices n bi otriea -

tote h en to is

creed con 1 er 

beth r they be rotest t, thol o or Je 

sooi te t eir 11t1o 1 t ou ht r th ir 

tions. 

- n 

If I ere rote t t 1nister, ep ci lly 1n 11 ton, I 

woul . spen the next ew e ks be ore eleot on in y pulpit on 

my people expl 1nin to them th s cred duty o reli ious non-. ship 

in politio9. I oul utilize this opportunity h nth ir in a· 

sensitive to 1 sue to expoun o them 

th full i plic tion o th ol u e in our 

• o reli 1ou test eh 11 ever be required 

or publ1o trust er the Uni ed t ta. 

supreme service both to y ohuroh nd to 

I inclined to liev th t tis o 

1th co entry n ho ily 

on titution ha yet t 

e qu 11fio tion to ny office 

ould h n be ren ering 

erlo • 

p 1 n 1 only mildly 1 port t. 

There 

1 sue ■• 

e two fin 

Gov rnor 

men run in for of ice but there 

1th ha proved himself truly r 

e no re t p rty 

t xecutive, 
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cour 0 C t nt. i m .. of in ooi 1 vision n true 

h 0 oul rin to th hit Ho e i r1oh 

exp ri nc 1 hi kill in utt1n thro h 1 ort nt 

l 1 l t1on, his ne s hi olute inte ity. 

• oov r h be n re t 1ni tr or, ucoea ful or ni 

of t 0 ct in t t l t fifteen ye 

heh r o tr e erv nt of in. e h e intim te 

no led e of in r 1 tion n h oul brin to the hite 

OU • 11 r1 nee n no led e lu oh r ter d probity. 

r. oover 111 undoubtedly ore con erv tive, ore •re ul r", 

o e the rien of 1 u in s th n o ernor mitb. t 1 th refore . 
cl rt t t o o t en ho 111 vot dip eion teli 1th ut 

r fer nee to eli on or ro 

r ferenoe 

c on r t 

0 

rty 111 tion 11 di 

111 0 0 oov r. 

not c cure 

the rty of 11 .r 

t t 

ro it. 

int 111 ent , ithout 

lon thi lin; the 

111 coo e mitb. 

ocr tic p rty to y 1 

cue of its I~ present 

r 

1• t h 

rve for 

rio · Li ,r 1 P rty 1 

me 1 b r l 8 

till to be born. 

h lf- y house. But 

h lo 10 of events 

111 oon r or l ter let te t e for tion o true liber 

hich 111 th c unter rt of truly c on erv tive p rty. 

rty 

h re 

111 th n n ue lo ic 1 111 ent o en lon efinite ttit es 

to de t t politic 1, oono 1c n oci 1 1 us o e y. 

Until uch r 11 ly to h v ever fury rs,very int r tin 

n v r c on u in, but nly ildly 1 port to p 1 s . 
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