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You have heard it aaid that the liberals in 

the United States are tired. There is a great deal ot truth 

to that statement. Some liberals seem to have gone into 

oautioua retirement; others have become d1sil~ua1oned because 

ot the truatration ot their high hopes in the last decade and 

a halt; still others have sampled the ri-oh savour or the 

tleshpota ot F,gypt and have suooumbed to their entioementa; 

and, again, other liberals seem to have been oaptivated by 

what appears to them to be the triumph o~ their liberal 

ideas through rewlution, in countries like Russia, and they 

have aooordingl)" seceded trom the ranks ot the slow moving, 

and, to them, rather inet:rective 11:berala, and they have 

joined themselves with the ranks or the red traternit7. 

So that the hosts of liberals in the United 
that 

States/have surtered desertion, diacomtiture, discouragement, 

may be aa1d to be not so mu.oh retired as demoralized and 

aoattered. That ocnd1 tion obtains, or course, also amons 

the liberals ot England and in the countries on the continent. 

It would be a mistake, however, to assume that there are no 

liberal sentiments in the United States today. There 1a a 

substantial amount ot it in every department ot our national 

llf"'e,--in politios, in eoonomioa, in religion, in our art, 

in.our literature. But it is unorganized and undirected. 

It lacks program and leadership, and it ia oerta1nly no, 

ar:r1111at1n or aggreasiTe. 
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At beat the liberal• 1n the United State to­

to rally aro 4 ~ w liberal magazine, aroUR4 a 

tew ■ohoola ot soolal wort, or around few out tandina 

peraonalltle noted tor their liberal t nd ao1e■• Strang -

17 enough llberal1 • todq 1 moa, in Yideno in th r ala 

ot r l1g1on, 1n spite of the notorlou instance ot 

twl.,.,.ental.1■1 reaotian here and there. 'l'her 1 going on 

todq ln the real.II of religion in the Unit 4 St te real 

tem t and a real h~art- arohlng whioh bod well tor the 

libaral1zat1aa ot relis1oua though, in our country. 

It ia next in ertdeno in our lit rature, 

110re partiaularl7 in our novel ot aooial or1t1o1am and 

prote■t, ,md in the eaY1ng r_.JDDan ot o Amer1oan ctr • 

to maintain the tawa quo; oon,ent to real upon the rul.7 

r markable gain whloll were d ln. tm went7 or twent7-

t1~ year■ pre edlng t.he war and 4uring the year■ ot th ar • . 

And 1n the real.a ot polit1o■ 11beral1 1 toclq purel7 

ae 11ft. It bu not ff n attained to th dignity ot a 

part:, ot prote■t, and it la a v r7 111 natlng o 

D th n gative tatua ot 11 Z'&l.1 la th pol1t1oal 

lit ot the rloan p ople that th - all 4 "big bu 1• 

-cum ttor4 

Rt 417 upon the platto and tb 

4 1;1ie • cU a ot 1lo h ot th uJo poll 1 

• 



But lest we despair let us always remember 

that liberalism in the United States ia rooted in the very 

lite and traditions ot the erican people, and that its 

ireaent decline is indicative not ot a ohange of heart 

but ot a change or oiroumstanoea. The world outside baa 

changed, not the spirit within; but the spirit, whether it 

be the spirit of a man or of a people, is always sorely 

tried and han.ssed, and oftentimes driTSn out ot it ■ 

legitimate and essential channel by any radical change 

1n the o1roumatanoes ot the orld outside until the proper 

adjustments have been made. 

Leet we despair let us remember that liber­

alism in the United States is not a reoent manifestation, 

nor 1s it a tender and toreign shoot. Already in our 

Colonial day■ trace■ ot 1 t were pre ent ; and during our 

remarkable revolutio.nary era American liberalism burst 

torth in splendor and auooeeded in emblazoning itself 

upon the two immortal documents of our country, the 

Declaration of Independence and the Constitution ot the 

United State ■• It received a setback in liberalism 1n the 

period or reconstruction which followed the reTolutiona17 

era; it gathered momentum again in the decade■ preceding 

the Civil ar; it was hallowed and sanotitied by the nation­

al martyrdom durins the Civil ar; it alum.pad ser10ual7 in 

the year• following the war--the Civil War, during the epoch 

ot the oontinental expansion and exploitation, but it 

be■t1rred 1taelt again in the 90■ and tor some two or three 



dace.de• l1beralaim was a potent,driving motit in American 

political lite. It gave us great liberal leaders, and it 

placed many an importan~ item ot legislation ot a liberal 

oharacter upon our atate and tederal statute books. And, 

strange to aay, it was this aelt-same liberalism which led 

the United States into the last great war, in the hope ot 

extending the boundaries or the empire ot treedom to other 

peoples and to nations less tavored than ours. And liberal-

1a. oame out ot the war broken and depraved. 

But don't you see that war is the enemy ot 

all treedom? War makes impossible all the things for hioh 

liberalism is struggling. There oan be no war today w1 th­

out the oonsoription ot thought and opinion; there oan be 

no war today without the oonsoription of man power and the 

complete militarization ot a peopl. I aay this not in 

or1tio1&11 ot war but simply aa a statement ot cold, ·sober 

taote. War means the denial ot all the aspirations ot 

liberalism. When this last war ended the war psyoholog7 

did not end; it remained. And now tor almost ten years 

the 11ldiT1dual hae been struggling to get trom under the 

heel ot the atate; now tor ten years the individual haa been 

atruggl1q to regain hia own easential, deoent hUlil&n 

1nat1nota, his spiritual auton0117, hia intelleotual treedom, 

h1a soul. Liberalism in the United State■ and in other 

parta ot the ~rld suttered a great eol1p• 1n the laat 

yeara, ·but I believe that it 1a emerginc again in the light 



There are, to my mind, trienda, three enemiea 

whioh the liberal will have to encounter in the days to 

oome, and I oall them the three usurpations: the usurping 

state, the usurping olaas, and the usurping machine. Fr<Xll 

the very beginning or time one or the great sooial problema 

has been how to adjust the one to the many; how to save the 

1nd1T1dual trom the tyranny or the group while preserving 

the h1ator1oal continuity and heritage or the group; in 

other words, how to permit the tulleat expansion or the 

oapao1t1ea ot an individual without destroying the essential 

pol1t1oal organism, the atate,---how to alJuat the one to 

the many. 

No, in primitive society the one, the 

:tind1v1dual, counted tor very little. The tribe waa mono­

l1th1o; 1ta solidar:lt7 was paramount. The individual waa 

absorbed; the oonduot ot the individual was regulated 

rigidly b7 the tribal ood a and ouatoms and taboo■• The 

ouatou, the habits, the ideas ot the one, ot the 1nd1Tidual, 

were the habits and the ideaa ot the tribe; even the god . 

ot the individual was the tribal deity. 

Bow there are certain great advantages to 

auoh an ari,uigement. Th one• the 1nd1 vi dual, tel t 

sheltered and aeoure in a aooiety which arranged tor hi• 

oare, hi• proteotion, hi• idea■ ; the individual telt secure 

1n a aoolal organlzatioa where the spirit ot mutual 

reapons1bil1 t7 was so dominant and ao 1ntena•; the 1nd1 T14u­

a1 telt that he would b aenged b7 his group it wrong oaae 



to him. But the life or the individual, the intelleotual 

growth ot the 1nd1v1 ual were stunted. There could be 

little room in ouoh a oompaot organization or mass structure 

and corporate aotivitT tor the individualist, tor the rebel, 

for the non-oonrormist. He had to conform or the tri 

destroyed hill. He could not go beyond the boundaries ot 

hia tribe phyaioally or ental:lly. Beyond the boundaries ot 

his tribe even his gods dared not venture. 

But lite moved on. In the course or time 

the despotism ot the group was attenuated. The individual 

began to discover his OWD private life; he began to be oon­

ac1oua or a world withim himselt quite istinot from the 

world outside o~ himaelt, and ams his heritage ot maaa 

judgments and as opinions, he to becane consoioua 

ot personal and ~1vate sources o sanction and judgment 

and opinion. 

During the last t1ve hundred years t ree 

great movements, three revolutionary movement•, ooourred in 

Europe, lllich still turther accentuated the rights or tm 

individual as over against the ma.a■ , the group, the olaaa, 

the state. I am referring, ot course, to the Renaisaanoe, 

to the Protestant Retormat1011, to the French Revolution. 

)Ian's ola1D. emerged triumphant, whether it was the 

intellectual ola1m ot man to intellectual freedom, or the 

religious claia or man to rel1g1oua auton01117, or the 

politioe.l claim or man to pol1t1oal OTereignt7. The 

one triumphed •• over ~ nat ~t~he~ ~y 

-a-
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But this ia the point I wish to make: theae 

hard wen victories or the ind.1 viduo.l. against the tyranny ot 

the state are not permanently secure, and oftentimes the7 

are ohallenged, and oftentimes they are in danger, and 

ottentimes they are completely wiped out. The state is 

always there, greedy, ready to enoroach upon man's domain, 

eager to overgovern him, to enmesh him in laws and 

legislations, and ooeroe him to do that which the state 

olaima is for his good; and in periods ot snergftncy, such 

aa war, the state aa blithely steps in and talcea complete 

oharge over a man's life, over a man's property, over a 

nan•• opinion. And the sad thing about it all is that the 

state ia in the asoendenoy todq in all parts or the world. 

There 1a a reorudeso noe ot state t~a~ everywhere. 

Now, my triends, tn re is nothing aaoro-

aanot about the state; there is nothing holy about it. It 

should not be oonrusad with society or 1th humanity. There 

have been political philosophers in the past, e■peo1ally 

in those times and places when and where state consolida-

tion was going on,--I say, there have been political philo­

sopher■ who have tried to oast a mantle ot mystic aanotit7 

OTer the concept• or theee state■• But that is all political 

twaddle. There is nothing holy about the oonoept ot the 

state. The state 1s just the politioal maohinery whioh a 

people aeia up in order to be able to oarry on ita lite in 

an orderly and a aeoure tashicm, and that machinery 1• 

admlmatel'ed by ing• quite aa tallible 
_,,_ 
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hwnan be1nga, and these hwnnn beings possess authority, 

aometimea dele~tad, somotim,s inherited, of'tentimes 

' usurped, and they exeroise that author1 ty sometimes wisely, 

and .most often :tool1shly and never taul tleasly, and 1 't 1a 

tolly to idolize the state; the ideal state• a.a h1• been . -
. 

truly ea1d, ia the one wh1oh rules with moderation and 

serves ithout meddling. I repeat--and it is not rq 

definition--the ideal state is the one whiP,h rules with 

moderation and serves ··11 thout medcU1ng. An~ that is the 

liberal•s position. 

And by this definition oornrmin1~ or Marxian 
I 

aooialimll, whioh is proletarian atate idolatry, and Fascism, 

whioh is bourgeoiae state idol I both of these are by 

this aefinition 1rl1beral and react is quite 

consistent wit _ their philosophy not at all a natter ot 

aooident, my triends, that men l1ke Karl Marx, the theorist 

or sooial.1sm, and Lenin, the pragmatiat or soo1al1sm, bated 

liberalism and t e liberal quite as Yindioiively aa the 

ozara did; am it is quite oonaistent with their philosophy 

and not at all an aooident that a man like Muaaolini oould 

paas without any mental wrenoh trom the role or a soo1al1at 

agitator to that ot spokesman and prophet ot taao1amo. Be 

has underlined both or these theoriea as this idola ry ot 
. 

the state against which the liberal mu.at wage relentless war. 

The aeoond toe ot the liberal I oall ola■• 

usurpation--the uaurpi~ olaas. In the olden days 1t ••• 

the d~atiee, the teudal lord•, the eoole■iutio h1eraroh1ea, 

-a-
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the military ol1quea, who uaurpe power over tle 11v sand 

tortune ■ of men. More reoently it ha3 been the o pitaliat 

olaaa. Today in Russia it is tie prolat rian ol as hioh 

la playing the same old game or olass u urpat1on. They all 

do it, ot oourae, in the name ot ~urnanity and for the benetit 

ot mank1nd,--all ot them, only m8.Dk:1nd is so stupid that j_t 

does not realize the taot, an so bloody arguments of toree 

and terror and intimidation ave to be mployed in order to 

conTinoe mankind that it 1s all done tor its own good. 

Now, the great oonfiiota or tomorrow, rq 

trienda, the bitter struggles ahead of us, re going to be 

economic oontliot■, and they are likely to lead to war, not 

ally international war, but what ts e en more ghastly, civil 

war, olasa against ola••• Someone s said that the out-

standing feature of the world today is the politic l move­

ment haa passed trom the politioal phase in whioh liberal­

ism. dominated, and baa entered into the eoonomio phaa 1n 

which sooial1an dominatea. I am not o sure that that 1• a 

oorreot deaoription ot oond1t1ons as t~e7 are, but 1t 

oorreot, it it is true that we are now entering the phase 

or social living, which will be dominated by intense and 

bitter eoonomio nrite, olaaa against claaa, man against 

man, then the proapeot 1a dark indeed, unleaa the nat1ona 

ot the eanh pit a tull measure ot eoonomio liberalillll 

again t the menaoe ot olasa struggle d olaa• usurpation. 

The pe oe and ell-being ot b11man1. t7,117 

trienda, depends not upon the trbmph ot predator, oapita 



nor upon the triumph ot predatory communism, but .upon the 

triumph ot broa econ • o 11 be. al 1. hioh, ltile sate-

guarding the essentials of eo ial xistence and le ,onomio 

progr as, individual enterpris d initiative, o.nd the eat 

and tang o·t oompet1t1on. and t a r1glt or private pro-=- rty,­

while safeguarding these ill at the same time iipe o ~ the 

glaring, tragic extremes whioh ex st _n society totlay,--tbe 

extreme of ealth and the extreme or pov ty; will at the 

same time litt th burden of our ndustry tran the shoulder• 

of our ohildhood an our womanhood; 111 rt the s .e time 

enable a man who toils to s are more g n rously in th good 

things ot lite; will keep the avenues of opportunity tree 

and open for all the strong an 

proteot him wlx> labors ~ainst 

bi 1oua who toil, and ill 

sabil1t·es ot siclcneaa 

and aooident and old a e m d m m"" _o nent. d 1 t is only 

this polioy or broad economic liberalism whioh 1• the anti­

dote and the true soo1al strategy a,eainst any revolutionary 

theoey of ooonouio reaonatruction. 

ow I know--I am not naive-- know that the 

road of the oonomic 11ber l s g ing to be a very hard 

road, tor his way is e.l ays the ay of sroping and xperi­

mentation and co111promise and oderation. In ot er ards, 

the way of progresa. The philosophy of the liberal must 

alwa71 be the rather unbero1o philosophy or the halt loaf 

instead ot the heroio, and therefore the impossible philoaoph7 

ot all or nothing. I kno that the lib ral, tor exampl•• 

will never have tha glow ot elt-righleouanea■ which th• 

-10-



dootrinaire baa; he will never teel the glamour which oomea 

trom knowing that he 1a in posaessi?n ot the absolute truth 

and the perteot program. The liberal will neTer be able to 

indulge in the contempt ot his adversary, as the doctrinaire 

doea; nor will he ever be able to relish the unhol~ gleam ot 

exterminating, either in prospect or in actuality, hb 

adversary, that is the delight ot the fanatic, the extremist. 

The way ot the l~beral is a halting and a 

groping way; he will be damned alike by the radical on the 

one hand and by the conservative and the reactionary on the 

other hand, but his way is nevertheless the way ot social 

salvation. 

Now the third toe ot hich I speak 1a the 

usurping machine. The antt industrialization or lite today­

has not only surrounded man with many meohanioal devices, 

but has also given the machine, and when I speak ot the 

machine I mean not merelr the m~ohine but the human organ1-

zat1can about :fit which the machine has called into exiatenoe. 

The machine has obtained a terrible hold over the intellect­

ual and the cultural and the social lite ot human being■• 

Now it is folly to rail against the machine. 

It is absolute tolly to aay that the maohine has brought no 

good to mankind. I have heard it said. It ia just 1rre­

apons1ble romantici•• The maohine has brought great 

~teasing to mankind; the machine has given to the workinpan 

a standard ot living higher than that posseaaed bJ' aDJ' 

ot time in an.y plaoe in the world 
~-t=---=~~~-
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ainoe the beginning ot time. The machine has removed trom 

labor the ourse ot drudgery, the ourae ot aertdom. I read 

the other day where a Ne York eleotrioal oonoern is build­

ing tor a California power oompany a turbine generator whioh 

will develop twioe the muscle power possessed by all the 

alavea who lived in the United States betore the Civil ari 

And the tear that the machine 1s robbing the workingman ot 

his Job is also an ungrounded tear. Temporarily it might 

dislocate jobs, but in the long run it creates a hundred­

told more joba, tor 1 t produces things DK)re cheaply and 

oreatea a greater demand tor these jobs, and creates greater 

and more numerous jobs tor men. 

Tlie machine has given to all ot ua greater 

ccnf'ort, greater security, more cont eta, and• above all, 

the machine is destined to knit mankind more closely 

together. When you think or the coming or the Grat Zeppelin, 

is not that a a1gn1tioant event? Anyone who reads the 

aigna ~ the times oan see that that Zeppelin is but one ot 

ma.D7 banda or unity whioh are beiDB ta.ahioned today by the 

machine age, it you 11'111, by the aoientitto age. 

drawing mankind more olosely together. 

It ia 

But--and this is the point I want to make abo 

the usurping maohine--while it ia ,~andardizing production, 

it 1a also in danger ot standardizing the produoer; it 1a 1n 

danger ot mechanizing the man, or absorbing him into the 

prooeaa. You see, the machine mak a necessary a rigid, 

maoh1ne-llke organization about 1t or 

-



and thee hwnan aervatora ot the machine must oontorm to a 

oerta1n pattern or the maohine oan't tunot1on amoothl7; so 

that arter a while the men. who serve the maoh1ne oome to 

think in terms ot a rigid d1ao1pline, a unitormit7. Their 

thoughts sink into grooves; they begin to work with the line 

and preo1s1on ot a ms.chine. Now as tar a the machine 1a 

oonoerned that is proper, but the sad part ot it is these 

human servatora oarry with them from their machine world 

into the intellectual world, into the political orld, into 

the religious world, it you will, that aame habit or rigid 

organization and oontormit71 that same passion for unitorm-

1t7, and that aame distrust ot everything and anything hioh 

1a dit't'arent, wit the result that our human values are in 

danger ot beoomins machine value , d our judgment• are in 

danger ot becoming maaa judgments. and our reactions are in 

danger ot becoming automatic and meohanioal, our ideas are 

beooming stereotyped, our taste■, our oonnraation, our 

entertainments, our amusement ■, our religion, everything 

about us is coming to take on a drabness and a monotonoua 

ot oolor, a aamepeas. 

Now aa tar aa etf1o1ent production 1 ■ 

oonoerned, as tar as the machine 1a oonoerned, that ia 

highly desirable, but aa tar aa human lite 1■ conoerned. that 

1a a bane, that 1• a ourae. Standardization ia the wcrat 

enemy ot liberalization, tor 1t there is anything to l1beral-

1a., it 1a thias that the liberal demand■ the tulleat and 

treen expreas1on --ot he uniquae•• an4 ' 

-13-



whioh 1a in the soul or every human being. The liberal 

does not want to oaat state men, to dragoon them, to foroe 

them all into one mould 80 that they will all emerge alike, 

aoting aliko, thinking alike end speaking alike, as the 

machine doea. The liberal is oonoerned with human souls 

distinctive, unique, colorful. 

And 80 the usurping machine today 1 a 

threatening to reduce this variagated 11:nt of free men into 

a rigid pattern of conformity. It is doing even more than 

that; it is not only standardizing them but it is even 

exploiting them, bitterly expioiting them. I read trom 

ti to t1me--and r.rrJ' heart bleeds when I read it--that sane 

great induatr1ea 1n this oount;ry retuse to aooept men who 

are more than thirty-rive or tort ye ra old. From the 

point or view ot the speed am tension or their er ioient 

industry, suoh men are ·a1read7 too old, and they have to be 

aorappecl, thrown on the human waete heap. Think ot 1t: Men 

wbo ha•a not even reached the noontide ot their lite. The 

maohir e uses thEm up swiftly and then diaoarda them. 

The machine 1s exploiting men in yet another 

way; tl:e machine is making demands for a .machine type ot 

eduoat1011. The maohine--and again remember w en I speak ot 

maohine I ean that vast hwnan organization that haa 

developed round 1 t--the machine 1 now demanding 1bit our 

70ung people be trained to be e:r:r101ent producer■ instead ot 

ettioien~ human being•; and men are ooming to think, tirat 

torem.oat, ot their Joba, or their prot aaiou, or their 

-14'-
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auooeaa, and losing eight ot allot this marvelous adventure 

of living. So that the machine 1a draining the rich sap ot 

human lite in order to oil the wheels of induatr7 . 

Now, my tr1ends, to the liberal man come■ 

tirat and the machine laat. The distribution and the pro­

duction or job commodities ia a necessary part ot social 

lite, bu.t only a pan and not the most important part. The 

greatness ot a nation, my friends, depends not upon its wealth 

but upon the quality ot 1ta cultural and moral lite, and 1ta 

treasuries are those which serve as nutriment to the soul 

of man. 

A man is more than his job, whether the 

job pay hi.a three dollars a day or three hundred dollar• 

a day; a man was mem to live a tw.l end abundant life, to 

enjoy all the blessings of lite, to enrich and sensitize 

hia mind, to sensitize hia soul to beauty, to enjoy that 

1nnemor1al p1lgr1mase ot the spirit ot man to the tar ott 

shrines ot blessedness; and industr7 must not so use up man, 

ao exploit him, so cripple him as to render him unfit tor 

this great adventure of living. Industry must not standard 

1ze a man nor consume hill. The naohine must not uaurp the 

lite ot the man. 

Bow these three usurpation■, my trienda, the 

state, the olaa ■, the machine, are the three dark angel■ 

which the free spiritot the earth, the p1lgr11l to the 01 t7 

ot God, will have to encounter 1n the years to 0011111. They 

han always been here 1n a wa7,--aeneed; they may have juat 

-lG-
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assumed new form• todfq; and the untired and undawited 

liberal will join battle with t hese three usurpations 

armored in his taith,--faith in the rationality ot lite, 

taith in the reasonableness ot lite, taith in the righteous­

ness ot lite, faith in human progress. 

Now the untired liberal is going to suffer 

man7 a sharp defeat, and none or his victories in the years 

to come will be final or decisive, but every small victory­

will bring his peak Just a step nearer to the ways or 

blessedness and to the paths or peace. 

There is a oreed, my frienda--and this 1a my 

last word to 7ou--there is a oreed to whio h the 11 berala ot 

all ages subscribe, and I submit it to you as a guide to 

the city of God. 

We believe 1n man, in hia slow aaaendent 

progreaa; in the autonomy ot- hie spirit and :In the primacy­

ot h1a claim■ OYer all other ola1ma of social organization 

or interest■• We believe in the tulle at measure of freedom. 

comparable with the fullest measure of responsibility. 

We believe in author1 ty, but only the 

authorit7 aanotioned by consent and reason. 

We believe in soo1al progre••• but progreaa 

achieYed through education, through experimentation, through 

to11. 

We belieYe that good government 1• not a■ 

important aa aelt-sovermnent, and that Taluea beatowed are 

no\ as de■1rable aa Yalue■ and t heretore 



any millenniwu prottered to ua on the spear point ot bate. 

We believe that all truth ia made maniteat 

through the oluh and the oontliot ot di verse and opposing 

opinion, and that at the very heart ot liberalism, at the 

very heart or human progreaa, ia the tree exchange ot 

idea■ and the exercised privilege ot non-oontormit7. 

We believe in toleranoe but not in 1nditter­

enoe; in enthuaiaam but not in tanat1c1•; in oonT1ct1ona 

but not in opposition■; in independence ot thought but not 

in 1aolat1on; in oonflict tor great idea■ , but never in 

hate. 

--o-



"THE ~AITH OF .AN traTIRED LIBERAL n 

y 

A HILLEL ILVER 

You have he d it said th· t the 11ber s of Amerio e 

tired. There is much truth to that statement. any of them 

h ve one into o ut1ou retirement. any others h ve been 

disillusioned· by the m ner in hich thei-r hi h hopea ere 
\ 

f rustr ted durin the 1 at eo e nd h lf. till others 

h ve sniffed th rich savor of the flesh-pots of ypt d have 

suoo bed to the ir entice ents. Other ag in h· ve been f ae­

oin ted by ht appe ~re tote t o be the swift oonsum tion 

of their 1 e le throwh revolution in oountriea like u si , 

n they h ve cordi n ly seoeded from th r ke of the slo -

movin ineffeot 1 liber ls nd have j ine the r anks of the 

red fr ternity. Thus the 11ber fore of er1c, h ving suf-

f ered desertion nd discouragement, are not o much tired as 

emor lized nd ottered. This c ondition · •lso obt · ins ong 

the liberal in n 1 d · nd in other countries on the Continent. 

It iuuld be n cur te ho ver tc ~y th· t th~r 1 no 

liber 1 eent1 ent in the United t tee tod y. There 1 very 

conei erable ount of it in 11 departments of our nf tion l 

life, in politics d eo onomios, in reli ion, in rt, nd in 

liter ture. But it is unor ized nd Wldireoted. It 1 oks pro-

ram and le dereh1p. It is certainly not ressive. At beet 

it r 111es ·urowid 

eoo1 l ork, or 

tendeno ies. tr 

few 11ber 1 mt.. zinea, or few schools of 

few outst nd n men noted for their 11ber l 

ely enou h , Am rio n liberalis tod y ie 

most in evidence 1n the realm of rel1 ioue tho ht. There ia 
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re al ferment here da re 1 heart-search ing. It 1s next in 

evidence in our liter ture, p tioul · rly in our novels of social 

criticism and in the saving remnant of our r • In our 

economic life 1t 1 rking time, content to rest upon the truly 

rem k ble a ine hich ere achieved in the qu rter of 
' 

century 
I • 

preoeeding the orld · r, ~nd in the period of the r. In our 

political life, liberalism is purely ne g~tive. Ith e not even 

.tt ined to t he dignity of a p rty of protest. It le e d 

commentary on the negli 1ble st tus of politic 1 liber 11am in 

America tod y, th · t all Street felt free to smile contentedly 

upon the pl tforme nd o nd1datee of both m jor politic 1 parties, 

nd to i gnore in oo~plete indifference the very existence of the 

t hird minor political purty. 
- ( hl be, 

But lest we despair, l e t us 

liem is rooted in the ver y lif e 

, ,J 
ind 1 =YS tht t liber-

n tradit ions of our people, 

nd thL.t its present eol1ne is .. tempor ry h ee, indicative of 

ch· nge not of hev.rt but of ciroumstanoes. The orld ithout 

h e ch' .nged, and not the p1r1 t 1 thin; but the epiri t hether 

of men or of n •· t ion , is • 1 .aye har a ssed and orely troubled, 

~nd a t times diverted from its eeeenti · l channel by · y r adical 

ob ngee in ,the orld i thout. It should be borne in mi nd th t 

liber 11am in America is not a recent gro th nor a tender and 

alien shoot. Phases of it ere important f a.otora in our e rly 

ooloni · l days. Liberalism burst f orth in astounding glory in the 

Revolutio& ry era when it emblazoned itself in imperishable 

splendor upon to of thP reat dooumente of mankind, the Deol '" r tion 

of Indepen ence and the Con titution of t he United States. It 

suffered a set-baok in the tormy p riod of reconetruotion which 

followed. It thered omentum during the dee des preceding the 
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Civil ar. It s h~110 ed in the n~tion•s m rtyrdom durin the 

Civil ar. It lumped sadly i n the er of c ont i n nt l exp· neion 

nd exploit tion hioh follo ed the r. It bestirred 1 tself new 
( 

in th nineties, nd there · fter for l mo t three dee des it e a . 
motive po er n American olitio 1 lif e. It ve us l e dere of 

the type of Bryan, Roosevelt nd ileon nd LaFollette. It w~ote 

m y n adv oed measure of l e i 1 tion upon our t ate nd f ederal 

,st tute books. It br · vely led Amerio into the orld ar , i n the 
1 

hope of extendin the empire of freedom t o other p rts of t l e orld 

· nd to peopl s less f vored. It emerged from the 

betrayed. 

r beaten nd 

For ar is the ene y o 11 re~l freedom. It ie then g tion 

of all th t liber' lie s t nds f or. Ther c n be no ar ithout 

the conscription of t hought nd opinion. be no modern • 

ithout the conscription of . en nd the c omplete militariz tion of 

people's life. Tbla is s id not in criticism of ar but simply 

a matter of cold incontest · ble f t. 

hen the ·orld 

nd now for ten y 

r ended, the psyoholo y did not end. 

s t he in ividu~1 has b en trug 11n to et 

from under the heel of t he t · te, to re ~i n hie self-respect, his 

1ntelleotu 1 utonomy, his decent hum n tt1tudes. L1ber lism 

suffered r v~ eclipse durin th e 1 et ye rs. 
t 

e believe 

ho ever, th tit is no emer 1n ,,. - " 
into the 11 ht of new d y. 

There e three enemies in mo ern society gain t h1oh the 

untired liber 1 mu t be prep red to a e incess t arf·re: 

1. Th Usurpin 

achine. 

t te. 2. The Usurping Cl as. 3 .. The Usurping 
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One of the ma jor soci 1 problems of all time ha been how to 

adjust the one to the many, how to eave man from roup tyranny 

hilst preserving the heritage and the continuity of the roup. In 

other orda, ho to insure the full est expression of the individual 

1 thout destroyin the necessary poll tical organism - the· State. 

In primitive society the individual counted for very little. 

The tribe was monolithic. Its solidarity was p· ramount. The 

individ 1 was absorbed. He borro ed his ideology f rom his tribe. 

His actions ere rigidly regulated by the tribal code and b· bits. 

His person 1 habits and customs were the habits s.nd customs of his 

tribe. The deity hom be worshipped as the tribal deity. There 

were decided adv ntages to this arran ement. The individual as 

s eltered and protected, nd i f need be, · venged by bi roup. He 

f elt secure in belonging to · oup hich as dominuted by a sense 

of mut l responsibility. The rowth of th individual, ho ever, 

was stunted. There as little room in this comp ct world of mass 

structure and corporate action for the individu list, the rebel, 

the non-conf er 1st. Beyond the boundaries of his trib 1 home, even 

his Gode d red not venture. 

Life moved on. The despotism of the org nized roup as slowly 

attenuated. The individual beg to dieoover his on private life. 

ithin himself heh d c ome upon orld distinct in m y w ya from 

the orld bout him. As ·gainst his herit of mass tradition, he 

bee e ware of person 1 eouroes of judgment de otion. 

1th1n the 1 t five hundred years three great movements in 

uropean oivil1zat1on centua.ted the prim• y of the individual 

over the roup. The first movement was the Renaissance. The 

eeoond as the Protest nt Reformation. The third was the rench 

Revolution. In aoh IK of tbeae three movements of tho ht, man•• 
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ol ime emerged triumph t, whether it as the intellectual claim 

of man to freedom, or the reli ious ol im of m n to spiritual 

utonomy, or the political 91~1m of m n to ~olitical eovere1 nty. 

But m·n•s h d- on victories against the usurping St te e 

not permanently secure. His ains are frequently oh'llenged d 

endangered. At times they are totally iped out. The State is 

1 aye there reedy to encro h upon man•a domain, to over-govern 

him, to enmesh him in l aws d regulations, -to coerce him into 

doing things which it thinks is for his good. In periods of 

emergency, suoh as war, the State ruthlessly prooeeds tot e 

complete charge of man's life, his possessions and his opinions. 

All over the world today the tate is in the asoendanoy. 

Now there is nothing sacrosanct 'bout the State. The State 

should not be confused with society or with humanity. some political 

philosophers, speci lly those ho h'ppened to live in times nd in 

pl oea where t te coneolid tion as o1n on, h· ve so ht to oaet 

a h'lo of my tics notity round the concept of the State. It is 

~11 metaphysical twaddle. The t te is nothin more th n the 

political machinery et up by a people in order th tit mi ht live 

securely ' nd 1n an orderly f·shion. It is administered by human 

bein s, a fallible s all human bins re, ho possess either 

dele ·ted, inherited or usurped po er, and who exercise th t power, 

sometimes wisely, oftentimes foelishly - never faultlessly. It is 

folly to idolize the State. The ideal t te, it ha been truly said, 

is one "th t rules 1th moder tion nd serves without medlin .• 

This is the liberal's position. oth socialism, which is proletar1 

St te idol· try· d F scism hioh is bour oise St te idol try e, 

by this definition, reaction ry nd illiberal. And it 1a quite con-
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sistent 1th their philosophies th· t rx, the theorist of Sooi lism, 

nd -Lenin the pragm tit, h ted liberals quite a vindictively s 

the 02 s, d th t usso11n1 could p es ithout any ment renoh 

f rom the role of a oci list it tor to th· t of spok sm d 

prophet of soismo. 

Liberalism today ust gin a 

the Usurpin St te. 

upon this formidable foe -

The second f oe of liber 11 is the Ueurpin Cl es. In olden 

days it as the dyn sties, the feudal lords, the miiit ry oliques, 

the priestly hier rohies hioh usurped po rover the lives d 

fortunes of other men. ore recently it h s been the o pitalist 

cl es. In Bolshevik u si it is no the prolet r1 n cl as blob is 

pl ying the old g e of usurpation . They 11 do 1 t, of course, for 

the benefit of m nkind. But m kin is seemin ly too stupid to . 
re lize it; o th t t liey must 11 resort to the bloody rguments of 

force, terror and intimidation to persu e mankind th· tit is all 

me t for its on ood. 

lee of tomorro 111 be eoonomio ones, and The bitter str 

they re likely to le not only to intern t1on are but to civil 

rs s ell, - class · g inst cl as - the haetl1est of all s. 

Some one he id th t ~them in feature of our time is that the 

political movement of the orld h· a passed throu h political ph se 

here liberalism led, and h s passed into an oonomio phase here 

eooi ism lead.• I m not sure th t this is lto th r true; but 

if true, the ro peot 1 bl k indeed unless n tions pit full 

measure of economio 11 r ism inst th r1s1n men e of al•• 

trug 1 d olaes uaurp t1on. Th pe oe d ell-being of society 

will bes cured by the triumph neither of pr d tory oap1tal1 m, nor 
\ 

of pred tory communism, but by the triumph of bro oonomio 
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liberalism hich, hile safe- din the 1n 1spene ble requirements 

of social progress, euoh s 1nd1v1du 1 enterprise, the stimulus of 

competition and priv te property, 111 yet ipe out those tragic 

extremes of excessive e 1th nd excessive poverty hioh obtain in 

our midst, 111 keep the avenues of opportunity open, 111 lift the 

burdens of industry from childhood d om ood, will enable all men 

who 1 bor to hare more enerously in the ood thinrs of life, d 

will protect them .g inst the disabilities of sickness, oident, old 

e • d unemployment. 

The liberal here will h ve hard rod to tr vel. Hie ay must 

lwaye be the way of ropin, experimentation, compromise and modera­

tion - the ay of pro reas. He hae no simple d ppe lin formula -

no p aoea for 11 economic ills. 1s philosophy m t lways be the 

unheroi~ philosophy of the h lf loaf, s g inst the extremist's 

philosophy of the hole or nothin. He 111 bed ed like by 

radical and re· tionary. Bee use he d en ver be a doctrin ire, he 

111 mies in hie life the lo of self -righteousness, . ' d the 1 our 

hich surroWlde those ho believe themselves to be in po session of 

the absolute truth n the perfect pro r . He can never relish the 

sly satisf tion of bein contemptuous of his opponents - ~ f vorite 

p stime for the dootrin ire, • d hem y n ver kno, in prospect or 

in aotu 11ty, the unholy joy of oruehin dexter in tin hie 

dvere y - the f natio•• eoet tio reward. ut the 11ber l's ay ia 

nevertheless the only ay of eooial_ a lv ti~n. 

The third foe of modern liber 11am is the Usurping aohine. The 

rapid in uetri 11zat1on of eooiety h • not only surrounded man with 

m hinea but h s iven them 

1ntelleotu 1 nd social life. 

hine terrible po er over his phy ioal, 

It is folly to rail t them h1ne-

nd to thint th t them hine h not bro ht reat blea inga to 
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m kind. Them hine h s iven to the orkin -men of our a a 

t nd d of livin higher t h· n t t possessed by hi brothers in 

toll at ny time in hum hi tory - shorter hours, hi her a s nd 

better conditions of emplo ent. Ith a removed the curse of serfdom 

from industry. It is removin the b·ok-breaking drud ry from it. 

I read here ew York electric comp ny 1 buildin for c· lifornia 

power company a turbine enerator hich 111 develop twice the muscle 

po er of 11 the el ve s who 11 ved in the United· St te s before the 

Civil r. In the lon run, to, the machine not only does not rob 

men of their jobs, but multiplies their job tenfold. Them hine 

has iven to all men reater security, reater comfort, re ater 

contacts. It is elo ly but surely kn1ttin th world more closely 

to ther. 

But them chine hioh standardizes production also comes to 

t dardize the producer. It tends to meohanize man, to absorb 

him int o the process. Them hine dem d ri id, hine-like 

organization of human servitors around it. hey mu t conform to a 

1ven pattern, else the machine o nnot ork smoothly. As a result 

the tho ht of men ho erve them chine re frequently driven 

into ~rooves. They move with he 11 ent of pistons ••• en o rry 

ov6~ into their eooi 1 and cultural life this mcchine discipline -

the passion for uniformity nd or ani ation. They row to dislike 

and to distrust y m ifestation of individu 11am. Thus our human 

values e beoomin ma.chine values, our judgments - mass judgments, 

nd our re otions - meoh nio 1. The ideas of men re becoming 

stereotyped. Their rel1 ion, their politics, their usements, 

their t·stea are beoomin 11 of kind - dr b d monotonous. 

tand rdization d re iment tion so indispensable to modern 

industry d oommeroe e nevertheless ft 1 t o 11ber 11am, for 
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The very essence of liber lie 1 t he free nd full development of 

en, e h · coord·n to his n· tive 1fte d o p 1t1ee, e h 

coordin to hi di tinct1venee n uniqueness. 

The hine not only t d dizea m but frequently exploits 

•s interests e ubordin ted t o t h t of reduction. Oft-him. 

times m 1 brut l ly used up by the m chine. I red here m y 

indu tries tod· y ref ee toe loy men ho re over t h irty-five or 

e. uch men -re re rded { S too old to keep p e f orty ye ars of 

1th the hi h eed nd tension of odern industri ' ism. They ~re 

coordin ly ecr pped, thro non the hum \ ate-heap. 

The ' Chine - lso c 11 for mac in -type of eduction hich 

tr~in men to b co e effioient producer but not ell-rounded, full-

orbed hum n be in e. en re comin to think prim rily of jobs, careers, 

professions, succee, n not of the 

rioh sap of hum n lif e 1 

et dv nture of livin. The 

oil the heels of industry. 

ut in the eyes of t h , 1 r l, -n c first, - the machine 

l · st. The profit ble pro ction nd di tribution of commodities 1a 

necess ry rt of oci l ex1 tenoe - but only p rt. ooi l life 

has ~ther requirements. A nation's re tnes is not its m teri 1 

e 1th. It 1 t 

life. An tion• re 

to the oul of men. 

1 h t en nd .u lit of its or 1 d cul tur 

tre a ur s re tho e hioh serve e nutriment 

n s me nt f or ore th n job - hether that 

job p y three or three hundred doll r d y. ~ n i born to enjoy 

the fullnes of life, to enrich and cultiv te hie m n, to sensitize 

hie bein t o be uty, to dventure in the re lm o the irit. 

Industry must not so oomplet ly monopolize his ener iea and cripple 

him ·s to l ve him unfit for thi fuller life. It must neither 

st d dize him nor con ume h • It mu t not u urp his life. 
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Th se three usur tion, t·te, Cl es, nd hine, r 

the rk 11ch the p11 rime to th oit o od, the 1 er·l 

1r1ts of th e th, 111 h"ve to noounter in t .e d y to come. 

In ense th y h ' V 1 y be n 1th u . Th y re 1 emor1 l en 1es 

of hum nkind. hey h ve only ssumed ne for e. he unt1red p11 rim 

111 join b· ttle 1th t hi three-he ded ollyon, mor in hi strong 

f·ith in th 11-conquerin po er of re· son · nd ri hte ousnese. He 

111 suffer m ny h defe t ·nd hi victories 111 n ver be fin 1 

or oo pl .te, but e h victory 111 brin bi ne·rer to the 'Y of 

ple s tness and to the the of pe oe. 

There i a creed which the untired .. d undaunted liber· ls of 1 

ti h ve lived by. It iA thi • • 

e believe in . , in hi lo, soendent ro rees, in the ut nomy 

of hi pirit and in th rim:oy of his cl 1m over th cl im of all 

org iz tion. 

e believe in f re do - th full t sure of freed m oo.p ti~le 

1th the fulle t measure of rs on ibility. 

e believe in uthority - but only in ut ority s notion d by 

re eon con ent. 

e bell ve th t t e only tool of oci 1 progress re e uc tion, 

exp £1ment ut1on n cooper tion. 

b 11eve th t to b ell- overned 1 not cs 1 port t s to be 

self- ov rned; thr t v lues besto ed re not s desir ble av lue1 

· ohieved. Hence, e rej ot all m nner of milleniume proffered to us 

a t the per-point of d1otrtoreh1p. 

b 11 ve that all truth ism de m ifeat throu h the o nt t and 

cl sh of diverse opinion d th t th very otive po er of pro resa is 

the fr e exoh e of i e·• and t he exeroi ed privile e o non-oon or it • 

e bellen in toler oe but not in inditterenoe, in eb,huai • 
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but not inf n tiois, in convict! ne but not in o aion, in 

in e en ence bu not i n 1 ol tion , in o nf lict but not in h te . 



You h id th t th liber 1 of erio • tired, 

th r 1• \IOh truth to th t t te nt. y of th. h V one 

into o utioue retirem nt; rs h be n d111lluaion d by tbe 

"6--e,r in hich th ir hi h ea ere fru tr ted ur in th 1 at 

of ypt d h v uooum d to th ir ntioementa. 0th r■ 

v been t oin t d by ht a to tl to be th ift 

oon t ir t rou h revolution in oountri e lik 

u i , n th y h V oor in ly eo d r th r k oft lo 

movin, inf 

·r ternity. 

ertion 

1 lib r 

t 

di oour ent, 

h ve joine th r k of th rd 

force of h vin uff rd 

tire or 1 ed 

n ottered. t condition obt in o on th 11 r 1n 

n 1 n 1n ot r oountr1 tbe Oontin nt. 

It ould in our t o y ho ver th t th r 1 no 11 r ~ 

entiment in th Unit d t t • to y. hr 1 v ry con ider ble 

ount of it in 1 ep tm nt of our n tion 1 11f, in politic 

nd cono 1oa, in r 11 ion, in t, 

wior 1 d d Wldir oted. It l 

in lit r tur. 

pro nd 1 

ut it 1• 

lp. It 

few 1 inly not t b tit r 111 oun 

o ool of 001 1 or, or fe ou--. 

t in m n noted for th ir lib r 1 t n enoi • rio 11 er 1am 

1 no h, o tin Yi ence in th r 111 of r 11 lo 

tho ht. re 1 r nt th d r he t-a It 
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r of oontin nt xp a1on xplo1t t1on hioh follo ed the 

Civil . It stirred it n • in th nin tiea d th reafter 

ot1ve po er in er1c n politic l for lmoat three c e it 

life. It ~e l ra of th typ of 0 V lt n 

1leon n L oll tte. It ot 
. 

tlon on our t t tut booka. It br nly l d rio 

into th r t 

tooth r p t o 

, in th o of exten 1 th ire of reedom 

m r ro th 

or 1 t 

11th t lib r 1 

the oon orlption o 

life. 1 1 i 

col, unoont t d 

n the 

no I t 

orld 

be t n 

to peopl al•• f ~ored, but it 

betr yd. 

ne y of l r freedo. It ia th n tlon of 
' 

t de tor. · h re o be no 1thout the oon-

be no o ern 1thout 

1z tion o ople'a en d th oompl t 

ot in orit1o1 m t ply m tter of 

nd d, th w peyoholo 1 not nd. 
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time h ve lived by. It 1 thl a 

und unted liber of 1 

e bel1en in , in hi slow oendent •• ' 1A the utonomr 

of hi lrit din th prim y of 1 ol 1m o rt ol 1m of 11 

tlTltl •• 

bell ft 1A fre d full t ure of fr d o p tlble 

11h ur or on ibillty. 
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LIBERALISM AT THE CROSSROADS 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER, CLEVELAND. 

I ~. 

I 

heard it said that the liberals of America are tired. 

There is much truth to that statement. Many of them have gone into 

cautious retirement. Many others have been di~illusioned by the 

manner in which their high hopes were frustrated during the last 

decade and a half. Still others have sniffed the rich savor of the 

flesh-pots of Egypt and have succumbed to their enticements. Others 

again have been fascinated by what appears to them toAthe swift con­

summation of their ideals through revolution in countries like Russia, 

and they have accordingly seceded from the ranks of the slow-moving, 

ineffectual liberals and have joined the ranks of the red fraternity. 

Thus the liberal forces of America, having suffered desertion and 

discouragement, are not so mu.oh tfred as demoralized and scattered. 

Th&t condition also obtains among· the liberals in England and in 

other countries on the Continent. 

It would be inaccurate . however, to say that there is no liberal 

sentiment in the United States today. There 1s a very considerable 

amount of it in all departments of our national life, in politics 

and economics, _in religion, in art, and in literature. But it is 

unorganized and undirected. It lacks program and leadership. It 

is certainly not aggressive. At best it rallies around a few liberal 

magazines, or a few schools of social work, or a few outstanding men 

noted for their liberal tendencies. Strangely enough, American 

liberalism today is most in evidence in tbe realm of religious thought. 

There is real ferment here and a real heart-searching. It is next 

in evidence in our literature, particularly in our novels of social 

criticism and in the saving remnant of our drama. In our economic life 
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it is marking time, content to rest upon the truly remarkable gains\ 

which were achieved in the quarter of a century preceeding the orld 

War, and in the period of the war. In our political life, liberalism 

ie purely negati.Ye. It has not even attained to the dignity of a party 

of protest. It is a sad commentary on the negligible status of 

political liberalism in America today, that Wall Street feels free to 

smile contentedly upon the platforms and candidates of both major 

political parties, and to ignore in complete indifference the very 

existence of the third minor political party. 

But lest we despair, let us bear in mind always that liberalism 

is rooted in the very life and traditions of our people, and that its 

present decline is a temporary phase, indicative of a change not of 

heart but of circumstances. The world without has changed, and not 

the spirit within; but the spirit whether of men or of nations, is 

always harassed and sorely troubled, and at times diverted from its 

essential channel by any radical changes in the world without. It 

should be borne in mind that liberalism in America is not a recent 

growth nor a tender and alien shoot. 

factors in our early colonial days. 

Phases of it were important 

Liberalism burst forth in 

astounding glory in the Revolutionary era when it emblazoned itself 

in imperishable splendor upon two of the great documents of mankind, 

the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United 

States. It suffered a set-back in the stormy period of reconstruction 

which followed. It gathered momentum during the decades preceeding 

the Civil War. It was hallowed in the nation's martyrdom during 

the Civil War. It slumped sadly in the era of continental expansion 

and exploitation which followed the war. It bestirred itself anew in 

the nineties, and thereafter for almost three decades it was a motive 

power in American political life. It gave us leaders of the type of 

Bryan and Roosevelt and ilson and La.Follete. It wrote many an 
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advanced measure of legislation upon our state and federal statute books. 
\, ( 

It bravely led America into the Great- ar, in the hope of extending 

the empire of freedom to other parts of the world and to peoples less 

favored. It emerged from the war beaten and betrayed. 

ror war is the enemy of all real freedom. It is the negation of 
a..t. 

all th~ liberalism stands for. There can be no war without the con-

scription of thought and opinion. There can be no modern war without 

the conscription of men and the complete militarization of a people's 

life. This is said not in criticism of war but simply as a matter of 

cold incontestable faot. 

When the World ar ended, the war psychology did not end. And 

now for ten years the individual has been struggling to get from under 

the heel of the State, to regain his self-respect, his intellectual 

autonomy, his decent human attitudes. Liberalism suffered a grave 

eclipse during these last years. We believe however, that it is now 

emerging again into the light of a new day. 

• There are three enemies in modern society against whioh the 

untired liberal must be prepared to wage incessant warfare: 

1. The Usurping State. 

Machine. 

2. The Usurping Class. 3. The Usurping 

One of the major social problems of all time has been how to 

adjust the one to the many, how to eave man from group tyranny whilst 

preserving the heritage and the continuity of the group. In other 

words, how to insure the fullest expression of the individual without 

destroying the necessary political organism - the State. 

In primitive society the individual counted for very little. 

The tribe was monolitbio. Its solidarity was paramount. The 

individual was absorbed. He borrowed his ideology from his tribe. 
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Bia actions were rigidly regulated by the tribal code and habits. 

His personal habits and customs were the habits and customs of hie 

tribe. The deity whom he worshipped was the tribal deity. There 

were decided advantages to this arrangement. The individual was 

sheltered and protected, and if need be, avenged by his group. He 

felt secure in belonging to a group which was dominated by a sense 

of mutual responsibility. The growth of the individual, however, 

was stunted. There was little room in this compact world of mass 

structure and corporate action for the individualist, the rebel, 

the non-conformist. Beyond the boundaries of hie tribal home, even 

hie Goda dared not venture. 

Life moved on. The despotism of the organized group was slowly 

attenuated. The irdividue.l began to discover hie own private life. 

Within himself he had come upon a world distinct in many ways from 

the world about him. As against his heritage of mass tradition, he 

became aware of personal sou.roes of judgment and sanction. 

Within the last five hundred years three great movements in 

European civilization accentuated the primacy of the individual over 

the group. The first movement waw the Renaissance. The second was 

the Protestant Reformation. The third was the French Revolution. 

In each of these three movements of thought, man•a claims emerged 

triumphant, whether it was the intellectual claim of man to freedom, 

or the religious claim of man to spiritual autonomy, or the political 

claim of man to political sovereignty. 

But man's bard-won victories a.gainat the usurping State are not 

permanently secure. His gains are frequently challenged and endangered. 

At times they are totally wiped out. The State is always there greedy 

to encroach upon man's domain, to over-govern him, to enmesh him in 

lawa and regulations, to coerce him into doing things which it thinks 
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is for his good. In periods of emergency suoh as war, the State 

ruthlessly proceeds to take complete oharge of a man's life, his 

possessions and hie opinions . . All over the world today the State is 

in the asoendanoy. 

Now there is nothing sacrosanct about the State. The State should 

not be confused with society or with humanity. Some political 

philosophers, especially those who happened to live in times and in 

place~ where State consolidation was going on, have sought to cast a 

halo of mystic sanctity around the concept of the State. It is all 

metaphysical twaddle. The State is nothing more than the political 

machinery set up by a people in order that it might live securely and 

in an orderly fashion. It is administered by human beings, as fallible 

as all human beings are, who possess either delegated, inherited or 

usurped power, and who exercise that power, sometimes wisely, often­

times foolishly - never faultlessly. It is folly to idolize the State. 

The ideal State, it bas been truly said, is one 1 that rules with 

moderation and serves without meddling.• This is the liberal~• position. 

Both socialism, which is proletarian State idolatry and Fascism whioh 

is bourgeoise State idolatry are, by this definition, reactionary and 

illiberal. And it is quite consistent with their philosophies that 

Karx, the theorist of Socialism, and Lenin the pragmatist, hated 

liberals quite as vindictively as the Czars, and that a Mussolini 

could pass without any mental wrench from the role of a Socialist 

agitator to that of spokesman and prophet of Fasoismo. 

Liberalism today must again wage war upon this formidable foe -

the Usurping State. 

The second foe of liberalism ia the Usurping Class. In olden 

days it was the dynasties, the feudal lords, the military cliques, 

the priestly hierarohiea which usurped power over the lives and 

• 
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fortunes of other men. M0 re recently it has been the oapitalist class. 

In Bolshevik Russia it is now the proletarian class whioh is playing 

the old game of usurpation. They all do it, of course, for the benefit 

of mankind. But mankind is seemingly too stupid to realize it; so that 

they must all resort to the bloody arguments of foroe, terror and 

intimidation to persuade mankind that it is all meant for its own good. 

The bitter struggles of tomorrow will be economic ones, and they 

are likely to lead not only to international wars but to civil wars 

as well, - class against class - the ghastliest of all wars. Some one 

has said that "the main feature of our time is that the political movement 

of the world has passed through a political phase where liberalism led, 

and has passed into an economic phase where socialism leads." I am not 

sure that this is altogether true; but if true, the prospect i~blaok 

indeed unless nations pit a full meas\ll'e of economic liberalism against 

the rising menace of class struggl~ and class usurpation. The peace and 

well-being of society will be secured by the triumph neither of 

predatory capitalism, nor of predatory communism, but by the triumph 

of a broad economic liberalism which, while safe-guarding the 

indispensable requirements of social progress, such as individual 

enterprize, the stimulus of competition and private property, will 

yet wipe out those tragic extremes of excessive wealth and 

poverty which obtain in our midst, will keep the avenues of opportunity 

open, will lift the burdens of industry from childhood and womanhood, 

will enable all men who labor to share more generously in the good 

things of life, an~ will protect them against the disabilities of 

sickness, accident, old age and unemployment. 

The liberal here will have a hard road to travel. Hie way must 

. alway be the way of groping, experimentation, compromise and moderation -

the way of progress. He has no simple and appealing formula_ no 



- 7 -

panacea for all economic ills. Hie philosophy must always be the 

unheroic philosophy of the half loaf, as against the extremist's 

philosophy of the whole or nothing. He will be damned alike by radical 

and reactionary. Because he dare never be a doctrinaire, he will mies 

in his life the glow of self-righteousness, and the glamour whioh 

surrounds those who believe themselves to be in possession of the 

absolute truth and the perfect program. He can never relish the sly 

satisfaction of being contemptuous of his opponents - a favorite 

pastime for the doctrinaire, and he may never know, in prospect or in 

actuality, the unholy joy of crushing and exterminating his adversary -

the fanatic's ecstatic reward. But the liberal's way is nevertheless 

the only way of social salvation. 

The third foe of modern liberalism is the Usurping Machine. 

The rapid industrialization of society has not only surrounded man 

with machines but has given the machine terrible power over hie physical, 

intellectual and social life. It is folly to rail at the machine-age 

and to think th t the machine has not brought great blessings to mankind. 

The machine bas given to the working-men of our age a standard of living 

higher than th[ t possessed by hie brothers in toil at any time in human 

history - shorter hours, higher wages and better conditions of employment. 

It has removed the curse of serfdom from industry. It is removing the 

back-breaking drudgery from it. I read here a New York electric company 

is building for a California power company a turbine generator which will 

develop twice the muscle power of all the slaves who lived in the United 
. 

States before the Civil War. In the long run too, the machine not only 

does not rob men of their jobs, but multiplies their job tenfold. 

The machine has given to all men greater security, greater comfort, 

greater contacts. It is slowly but surely knitting the world more 

closely together. 
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But the machine which standardizes production also comes to 

standardize the producer. It tends to mechanize man, to absorb him 

into the process. The machine demands a rigid, machine-like organization 

of human servitors around it. They must conform to a given pattern, else 

the machine cannot ork smoothly. As a result the thourrht of men who 

serve the machine are frequently driven into grooves. They move with 

the alignment of pistons .. :. Men carry over into their social and 

cultural life this machine discipline - the passion for uniformity and 

organization. They grow to dislike and to distrust any manifestation 

of individualism. Thus oUI' human values are becoming machine values, 

our judgments - mass judgments, and our reactions - mechanical. The 

ideas of men are becoming stereotyped. Their religion, their politics, 

their amusements, their tastes are becoming all of a kind - drab and 

monotonous. 

Standardization and regimentation so indispensable to modern industry 

and commerce are nevertheless fatal to li eraliem, for the very essence 

of liberalism is the free and full development of men, each according 

to his native gifts and capacities, each according to his destinctiveness 

and uniqueness. 

The machine not only standardizes man but frequently exploits him. 

' an's interests are subordinated to tha t of production. Oft-times man 

is brutally used up by the machine. I read where many industries today 

refuse to employ men who ure over thirty-five or forty years of age. Such 

men are regarded as too old to keep pace with the high speed and tension 

of modern industrialism. They are accordingly scrapped, thrown on the 

human waste-heap. 

The machine also calls for a machine-type of education which trains 

men to become efficient producers but not well-rounded, full-orbed human 

beings. en are coming to think primarily of jobs, careers, professions, 
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success, and not of the great adventure of living. The rich sap of human 

life is being drained to oil the wheels of industry. 

But in the eyes of the liberal, man comes first, - the machine last. 

The profitable production and distribution of commodities is a necessary 

part of social existence - but only a part. Social life has other 

requirements. A natiorre greatness is not its material wealth. It is 

the high tone and quality of its moral and cultural life. A nation's 

real treasures e.re those which serve as nutriment to the souls of men. 

Man was meant for more than a job - whether that job pay three or three 

hundred dollars a day. Man is born to enjoy the fullness of life, to 

enrich and cultivate his mind, to sensitize his being to beauty, to 

adventure in the realms of the spirit. Industry must not so completely 

monopolize his energies and cripple him as to leave him unfit for this 

fuller life. It must neither standardize him nor consume him. It must 

not usurp his life. 

These three usurpations, State, Class, and Machine, are the dark 

angels which the pilgrims. to the city of God, the liberal spirits of 

the earth, will have to encounter in the days to come. In a sense they 

have always been with us. They are the immemorial enemies of humankind. 

They have only assumed new forms. The untired pilgrim will join battle 

with this three-headed Apollyon, armored in his strong faith in the 

all-conquering power of reason and righteousness. He will suffer many a 

sharp defeat and his victories will never be final or complete, but 

each victory will bring him nearer to the ways of pleasantness and to 

the paths of peace. 

There is a creed which the untired and undaunted liberals of all 

time bave lived by. It is this: 
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We believe in Man, in his slow, ascendent progress, in the 

autonomy of his spirit and in the primacy of his claims over the 

claims of all forms of human organization. 

We believe in freedom - the fullest measure of freedom compatible 

with the fullest measure of responsibility. 

We believe in authority - but only in authority sanctioned by 

reason and consent. 

We believe that the only tools of social progress are education, 

experimentation and cooperation. 

We believe that to be well-governed is not as important as to 

be self-governed; that values bestowed are not as desirable as values 

achieved. Hence, we reject all manner of milleniums proffered to us 

at the spear-point of dictatorship. 

We believe that all truth is made manifest through the contact 

and clash of diverse opinions and that the very motive power of progress 

is the free exchange of ideas and the exercised privilege of non-conformity. 

We believe in tolerance but not in indifference, in enthusiasm 

but not in fanaticism, in convictions but not in obsessions, in 

independence but not in isolation, in conflict but not in hate. 
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You h ve he d lt e id th t the liberals of Amerio e 

tired• .-1iiere is muoh truth to th t statement. any of them 

h ve one into cautious retirement,~ y others h ve been dia­

illuaioned by the manner in hich their high hopes ere frustrated 

durin the 1 at decade d ah 1ft $till others h ve sniffed the 
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Th t condition 

d · in other countriea 
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ount of it in all dep tments of our nation 1 life, in politic■ 
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at ding men noted for their liber l tendencies. liber lism 
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thought. There ia re - ferment 1here re he t-searohing. It 

1• nen in eyideoce in our literature, p tioul lJ in our novels of 

social or1t1o1aa din the saTin remna.11t of om- draaa. In om 
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economic life it is markin 0 tie, content to rest upon the truly 

remarkable ga ins which were achieved in the quarter of a century pre-

ceeding the rld ar, and in the period of the ar. In our political 

life, liberalism is purely negative. It has not even a ttained to 

the dignity of party of protest. It is a sad commentary on the 

negligible status of political liberalism in America today, tha t 

all Street feels free to smile contentedly upon the pla tforms and 

ca.ndida tes of both ma jor political parties, and to ignore in complete 

indifference the very existence of t he third minor politic al party. 

But lest we deep ir, let us bear in mind always that liberalism 

is rooted in the very life and traditions of our people, and that 

its present decline is temporary phase, indicative of a change 

not of heart but of circumstances. The world ithout has changed, 

and not the spirit ithin; but the spirit whether of men or of 

na tions, is al ays harassed and sorely troubled , nd t times 

diverted f rom its essenti al channel by any radical changes in the 

world ithout • ._...~V&.ft@'"'ft~--..a~IW!li.-.efl''loe~IP&..,,..aa&.. It should be borne 

in mind tha t f1beralism in Americ a 1s not a recent growth nor a 

tender and alien shoot. Phases of it, 
• ~'v,f\(~ 

ere~~ factors in our early colonial days. 

ourst forth in stounding glory in~ Revolutionary era when it 

emblazoned itself in imperish ble splendor upon two of the great-.t 

documents of mankind, the Declaration of I ndependence a. nd the 

Constitution of the United States. It suffered a set-b ck in the 

stormy period of reconstruction which followed. 

durin the dee .des preoeeding the Civil ar. It 

It gathered momentum 

a s hal lowed in the/ 

n tion•s martyrdom durin the Civil ar. It slumped sadly in the era 

of continent 1 expansion and exploit tion hich followed the a•••• ar. 
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It bestirred itself a.new in the nineties, cnd thereafter for almost 

three decades it was a motive po er in Americe.n political life. It 

ave us leaders of the type of Bryan and Roosevelt and ilson and 

LaFollette. It rote many an a.dvanced measure of legislation upon 

our ~tate and Federal statute books. It br vely led America into the 

Great . a.r, in the hope of extending the empire of freedom to other 

parts of the world and to peoples lees f vored. _..9.t emerged from 

the war beaten a.nd betrayed. 

ror w r is the enemy of all real freedom. It is the negation of 

all tha t liberalism stands for. There c n be no war without the 

conscription of thought and opinion. There can be no modern ar without 

the conscription of men and the complete militarization of a people's 

life. This is said not in criticism o war but simply as a mGtter 

of cold, 
~c~ 

fact,. 

hen the .orld r ended, the war psychology did not end. And 

now for ten years the individual has been struggling to ~et from 

unde~ the heel of the State, to rega in hie self-respect, his in-
n.lu· ,(,t.o 

tellectual a utonomy, bis decent human~- Li beralism suffered 

a ~ eclipse during these l a st years. 
• ' e believe t\ that is now 

- emerg'.3 gain into the light of a new day. 

There are three enemies in m~dern society against which the 

untired liberal must be prepared to : age incessant warfare! 

1. The Usurping State. 2. The Usurping Class. 3. The Usurping 

achine. 

One of the ma.jar aoci 1 problems of all time ha s been how to 

adjust the one to the many, how to save man from roup tyranny ,t. 
9" D7N,. M1 I 

whilst preserving the heritage and the continuity of the group, how 
I\ 

to insure the fullest expression of the individual-

without destroying the necess ry political organism - the State. 



- 4 -

In primitive society the individual counted for very little. 

The tribe was monolithic. Its solidarity was paramount. The 

individual was absorbed. He borrowed his ideology from his tribe. 

His actions were rigidly regulated by the tribal code and habits. 

His personal habits and customs were the habits and customs of hie 

tribe. The deity whom he worshipped as the tribal deity. There 

were decided advantages to this arrangement. The individual was 

sheltered and protected, and if need be, avenged by his group. He 
~ felt secure in belonging to a group dominated by a sense of mutual 
I' 

responsibility. The growth of the individual,however, was stunted. 

There was little room in this compact world of mass structure and 

corporate action for the individualist, the rebel, the non-conformist. 

Beyond the boundaries of his tribal home, even his Gods dared not 

venture. 

Life moved on. The despotism of the or anized group was slowly 

attenuated. The individual began to discover his own private life. 

Within himself he had come upon a world distinct in many ways from 

the world about him. As against his heritage of mass tradition, he 

became a.ware of person 1 sources of judgment and sanction. 

ithin the last five hundred years three great movements in 

European civilization accentuated the primacy of the individual over 

the roup. The first movement was the Renaissance. The second 

w s the Protestant Reformation. The third was the French Revolution. 
&l.c.l 4...-

In ,...--niese three movements of thought man's claims emerged triumphant, 
) 

whether it was the intellectual claim of man to freedom, or the 

religious claim of man to spiritual utonomy
1
or the political claim 

of man to political sovereignty. 

But man's ha.rd-won victories gainet the usurping State are not , 

permanently secure. His gains a.re frequently challenged and endangered• 
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~t times they are totally wiped out. The State is always there greedy 

to encroa.ch upon man's domain, to over-govern him, to enmesh him in 

laws and regulations, to coerce him into doing things which it thinks 

is for his ood. In periods of emergency such as war, the State 

ruthlessly proceeds to take complete charge of a man's life, his posses­

ions a.nd his opinions. All over the world today the State is in the 

ascendancy.1fNow there is nothing sacrosanct about the State. The 

State should not be confused with society or with humanity. Some 

political philosophers, especially those ho happened to live in times 

a.nd in places where State consolidation was oing on, have sought to 

cast a halo of mystic sanctity the concept of the State. It is 

all metaphysical twaddle. 
• ~· 

The State ~~e~~e political machinery 

set up by a people in order that it might live securely and in an 

orderly fashion. It is dministered by human bein s, as fallible os 

all human bein~s are, who possess either delegated, inherited or 

usurped power, and who exercise th-Drpo er, sometimes wisely, often­

times .foolishly - never faultlessly. It is folly to idolize the State. 

The 1 eal State, it has been truly said, is one "that rules with 

moderation and serves without meddling." This is the liberal's 

position. Both soci lism, hich is proletarian State idolatry and 
~ 

Fclciism which is bourgeoise State idolatry are, by this definition, 

re ctionary nd illiberal. An it is quite consistent with their 
. 

philosophies that arx, the theorist of Socialism~and Lenin the pragmatist 

hated liberals quite as vindictively s the Czars~, and tat a 

ussolini could p es without any mental wrench from the role of a 
G 

Socialist a itator to that of spokesman and prophet of F~ismo. 

Liberalism today must ag in wage war upon this formidable foe -

the Usurping State. 

The seoon · foe of liber 11am is the Usurping Glass. In olden 
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d ys it was the dynosties, the feudal lords, the milit ry cliquei 

the priestly hierc. rchies h ich usurped po er over the 11 ves and 

fortunes of other men . ore recently it has been the capit list cl ~ss. 

In golshevik Russia it is no the proletari an cl~ss hich is playing 

the old ga.me of usurpa tion. They all do it 1of course, for the benefit 

of mankind. But mankind is seemingly too stupid to realize it;so tho. t 
~\V) t, 

they ~ all~ resort to the bloody r guments of force, terror 
~ ..... and intimidation to persu de m nkind th~t it is all me nt for its;good. 

The bitter struggles of tomorrow will be economic ones, and they 

are likely to l~a~f.~~t only to int ernational w rs but to civil rs 
- -ttu ~~ I. ,Jl~.t­

a s well, - cl es aga inst ~l ss Some one ha s s a.id Ill that "the main 

fe a ture of our time is thot the nolitic 1 movement of the world has passed 

throu h a political ph .se nere liberalism led , and hasp ssed into an 

economic phase where socialism leads." I ·m not sure that this is 

altogether true~ but if true, the prospect i s black indeed unless 
J\A.dC.~ 

n tions pit a full me sure of economic liberalism ag~inst the~man ce of 

class strug~le nd class usurpation. The peace and well-being of 

society will be secured by the triumph neither of preda tory canit~ism, 
~ ' 

nor of predatory c~1kvtVS • , but by the triumph of a broad/\ iberalism 

hich, hile s fe- guarding the indispenseble 

requirements of social progress, such s indivia ur l enterprize, the 

stimulus of competition and pr_i vate 1:rop~rty, 1.11 )let wipe out thct<l,A-
~ ~~ ~ ~ ~d.r 

tragic extremes of excessiv~e~ w~e~a~=-=....::- na expressive povert , will keep 

the avenues of opportunity open, will lif t the burdens of industry 

f rom childhood and omanhood, 111 en ble all men wbo l abor to sh re ~ 

generously in the good thines of life, nd 111 rotect them g inst 

the disabilities of sickness, accident, old age nd unemployment. 
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The liberal here, will have a hard rod to travel. His ayt 

must alw ys be the way of groping, experiment tion, compromise 

snd moderation - the way of progress. He has no simple and ppealin 
11 

formula - no panace for/economic ills. His philosophy must al nys 

be the unheroic pbilospphy of the half loa) . s against the extremiet4s 

philosophy of the hole or nothing. He will be damned alike by 

radical nd reactionary. Because he a.re never be a doctrinaire, 

he will mies in his life the low of self-righteousness, and the 

glamour which surrounds those ho believe themselves to ·be in possession 

of the absolute truth end the perfect program. He can never relish 

the sly satisfaction of being contemptuous of his opponents - a 

favorite p stime for the doctrinaire, and he may never know, in nrosnect 

or in actuality, the unholy joy of crushing nd extermin~ting his advers8¥Y 

waiab ie the fanatic's ecstatic reward. But the liberal's way is 

neverjy.hej!_ess the only way, tbz n v of soci 1 salvation. 

The third foe of modern liberalism is the Usurping achine. 

The rapid industrializ tion of society ha.e not only surrounded man 

with machines but ha s given the ma9hine terrible power over his 

physical, intellectu 1 .nd social life. It is folly to r ail et the 
~ machine-age..., to think th t the machine h s not brought great blessings 

to mankind. The machine has given to the orking-men of our age 

a standard of living hi~her than th t possessed by nis brothers in 

toil t a.ny time in humc-n history - shorter hours, higher wages a.nd 

better conditions of employment. Ith a removed the curse of serfdom 

from industry. It is removin the back-breakin drud ery from it. 
L 

I red where a Ne York Jlectrio company is building for a c~lifornia 

lower company a turbine gener tor hich ill a.evelop twice the muscle 

power of all the slaves who 

Civil ar. ._ )n the long 

lived in the United States before the 
o D tl w--~ 

' r~A~ not only does not rob men of their 
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~-jobs, but multiplies their job ~old. The mAchine ha s given 

to 11 men gre ter security, gre ter comfort ~m,~e contacts. It is 
I 

slowly but surely knitting the orld more closely together. 

But the .ma~hine hich st nda rdizes production also comes to 

st and rdize the producer. It tends to mech~nize ma n, to absorb him 

into the process. The machine demands a rigid, machine-like organi a­

tion of human servitors around it. They must conform to a given 
~~~ 

pattern, else the machine c annot work smoothly• ~ .. ,. e thoughts 

of men who serve the machine re riven into grooves. They \Mm•..,.• I • 

move ·1th the ali nment of pistons .... ,.__ften carry ~R into their 

soci 1. and cultural ~ th~...,. machine discipline - the 'lilUllt 

p ssion for uniformity and organiza tion. They ~to dislike and to 

dis any m~nifestation of innividualism. Thus our humon v lues are 

becomin machine values, our judgments - ~ass judgments, and our re­

actions-mechanic al. The ides of men are becoming stereotyped, ~eir 

religion, their politics, their amusements , t heir t astes 

kind - drab and monotinous. -1- ~ "-iL ... ~ 
r '.).o w,~~ ~ "'•~ k-'AM.4r"'1 a-,,., v 

1'w ..-tandardiza tion and regiment atio~~re Mic a1iail.1 feee of ~ 

t11beralism, for t he very~ of liberalism is the free and full 

development of m~, each · ccording to his native gifts and capacities, 

each according to :his destinctiveness and uniqueness. 

•~•ir 4 ~e machine not only standa.rdizea man but f requently 

exploits him. an•s interests are subordinated to tha t of production. 

Oft-times m n is brutally used up by the mb chine. I re ~d here many 

indus tries today refuse to employ men ho are over th!rty-five 071J 
~"..,£ ~ io Albf' ..... 111_I _n, 

f orty ye r rs of ' ge. '1l&iij 4Stie regarded ~s too old f•• lae½r'gh speed and 

Pl tension of modern industrial.~. They re accordingly scrapped 

'1f The machinetalls f or a machine-type of educa tion hich trains men to 

,~;,;,"ttk 
'----~~-~-
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become efficient producers but not ell-rounded, full-orbed human 
• 

beings. •en~ coJ:,to think primarily of jobs, careers, 

professions, success ot of the great adventure of living. ~ e 

~e rich sap of human life is~ned to oil the heels of industry, 

But in the eyes of the liberal, man comes first, - t machine 

l ast. The profitable production and distribution of cornmo ities 

is a necessary p~rt of social existence - but only a part. Social 

life has other requirements. A nation-•s greatness is not its 
~f i.o 1 1. 

m terial weal th 6 lCM the high qu 11 ty of 1 ts mar ... 1 and cultural 
a~,~ 

life. -r?af treasures are those which serve as nutriment to 

the souls of 

tha t job pay 

- n :as eant or more th · n job - hether 

or it: hundred dollars a day. -an is bJrn to 

enjoy the fullness of life, to enrich an cultivate his mind, to 

sensitize his bin to be uty, to dventure in the realms of the 

spirit . Industry must not so completely monopolize his energies 
ONI u cripple him • .s to leave him unfit for this fuller life. It 

must neither st~nd rdize him nor consume him. It must not usurp 

h j s life. 

The se three usurpations, St te, Cl ass, ~nd achine , ere the 

dark ngels hic1 the pilgrims tote city of Go 7
, t e 

of the earth, 

sense they 

<118ine1n@ of 1!i:n.e. They have only assumed new forms. The untired 

pil~rim will join b~ttle itn this three­

headed Apollyon , armored in his stron faith in the all-conquering 

power of re son and rig teousness. He will suffer many sharp 

defe t nd his victories 111 never be final or complete, but 

each victory ~ill brin~ him n arer to the ys of ple· sant ss 

• nd to t e the of pe e. 



<' di I NEED AF iii liiB!llbCC.., 

There is a creed which the untired and undaunted liberals 

of all time have lived by. It is this: 

We believe in Man, in his slow, ascendent progress, 

in the autonomy of his spirit and in the primacy of his claims 

over the claims of all forms of human organization. 

We believe in freedom - the fullest measure of freedom 

compatible with the fullest measure of responsibility. 

We believe in authority - but only in authority sanctioned 

by reason and consent. 

We believe that the only tools of social progress are 

education, experimentation and cooperation. 

We believe that to be well-governed is not as important 

as to be self-governed; that values bestowed are not as 

desirable as values achieved. Hence, we reject all manner of 

milleniums proffered to us at the spear-point of dictatorship. 

We believe that all truth is made manifest through the 

contact and clash of diverse opinions and tha t the very motive 

power of progress is the free exchange of ideas and the 

exercised privilege of non-conformity. 

We believe in tolerance but not in indifference, in 

enthusiasm but not in fanaticism, in convictions but not in 

obsessions, in independence but not in isolation, in conflict 

but not in hate. 
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Liberalism at the Crossroads 
.Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

YOU have heard it ai I that the liberaL· f Am ri 'a ar 
tired. There i much truth to that :tat ment. Man f 

them have gone int auti u retir ment. Many th rs have 
been di iUu ioned by the mann r in whi 'h their high hop : 
were fru trated during the la t d ade and a half. 'till other.­
have niffed the rich a or f the fl h-p t of Egypt and ha, e 
uccumbed to their enticement . 0th r again have b n fa:­

cinated by what appear to them t b th wift n ummati n 
of their ideal through r luti n in ountri ~ lik Ru: . ia, 
and they ha e accordingly e eded from the rank of the . 1 w­
moving, ineffe tual liberal. and ha e joined th rank , f th 
red fraternit . Thu the liberal force f Am rica, ha ing uf­
f ered de ertion and discouragement ar not . mu h tired 
a demoralized and catter d. Thi on<liti n al · obtain 
among the liberal in England and in other n the 
Continent. 

It would be inaccurate however. to ,·a r 1 at there i - n 
liberal entiment in the United tate: t <la . There i a v ry 
con iderable amount of it in all departm nt.· of ur nati nal 
life in politic and ec n mi , in r ligi n, in art. and in lit r­
ature. But it i unorganized and unclir ct I. It lack pr -
gram and leader hip. It i.. rtainl n t aggr : i e. t 1 . t 
it rallie around a few 1 i1 eral magazin : . r a f e\J , h 1. f 
ocial work r a fe~ ut ·tanding m n n t l f r th ir liberal 

tendet ie, . trano-el nough, meri ·an lib rali -- m t day i • 
mo t in evidence in the rea1m f religi u th ught. Ther is 
real ferment here and a real h art- ear hing. It i. ne t in 
evidence in our literature, particularly in ur n vel of ial 
critici m and in the aving remnant f ur drama. In ur 
economic life it i marking time, ntent t r t up n the truly 
remarkable gain , whi h , ere achi v d in the quarter f a 
century preceeding the \..Vorld \\: ar and in the period f the 
war. In our political life, liberali ~m i.-- pure I r negati e. It 
ha not even attained to the dignit of a 1 art of prote t. It 

a sad commentary on the negligible statu~ f p litical liber-
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ali m in merica today. that \Vall reet felt free to mile 
contentedly u n the platform and candidate f both major 
political pa , and t ignore in omplete indifference the 
Yer exi t n f th thir I min r political party. 

But e pair, l t u ar in min that liber-
alL m i the rer l nd tradi ur people 
and that t d dine . tempo e, indicati e 

f a ha f heart but ircu The world 
ith ut d, and n t piri • ut the __ pirit 

, hether atio . h a •. d and rel 
tr ubled, and at ti • m i tial channel b., 
an radi al hange thout. It h uld be b rne 
in mind that lil ra • • not a re ent gr wth n r 
a t nder and al n t , ere important factor 
in ur arl • ol i bur t f rth in a tound-
ing o-) r in the Rev en it emblazoned it elf in 
imperL ha o the great document of 
mankin den e and the itu-
ti n f a t-ba k in t rm y 
period , ed. It gathered m -
m ntum during the eding the ivil \Yar. It wa.· 
hallov eel in the nation' martyrdom during th ivil \\ ar. 
It lump d . adly in the era of ct ntiuental e pa • n an I 
e ~1 loitati n which f llow ] the " ar. t fue tirred it anew 
in th nme • and thereafter for aim _. tl de a it wa. 
a motiY p in m ri titica l life. gave u.~ leader 

f the t rpe ryan and . • and \\ il and LaFollette. 
It , ·rot an ad, an ur of ] ati n up n ur 
·tat al .~ tatute t bray l • led merica int 
the l . in the h '"tendino- the empire of free-
d ther par th and to pe pl le fa ored. 
It e l fr m ar · n and bet . 

ar i th real free t i. the nega-
tion all that lib f r. 1 a 1 be n ar 
, ith t the r n r and op . There an 
be n modern " ar cripti n f men and the 
complete militariza life. Thi .~ i .. aid not in 

riti i m of war bu t r f old in nte table 
fact. 

\Vhen the \\ rl \\ ar nd d th war p ych logy did not 
end. nd n r y ar the indi id I ha been .. trug-
gling t t u r th heel of the tate, t regain hi 
elf-re pe te tual aut n m hi de ent human at-

titude . b • . ered a gra e li e during ~he e la~ t 
Tear . \ i e, er, that it n w emergmg agam 

int the 1 t f a ne, da . 
Ther r thre en mie in modern iet again t which 
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the untired liberal mu t b \ a • ant war­
fare: 1. The urping t urp . . 'Ihe 
U urping achine. 

On • 
how t 1 
grou ,it l 
tinuit w tl t 
expre itl n ary 
p liti tat . 

In primi h i • •• al ·ttl . 
The tribe , a 1 h 
individual w hi: 
tribe. His 
and habit .. 
and u t m 
wa the trib 
arrangement. 
and if need b -
I nging to a utual 
re ·pon ibility. The \'a. 
tunted. Th J • ma · • 

~ tru t . . ebel. 
the n ri . f . riba 1 
home eve1 d 

Lif T 1e p 1 • he iz l gr lll 
wa wl d. 'I ndiddual 1 • v r hi· 

wn private life. \ 1 rithin h • If h a . rid 
• ti net in m from \\ o ab 

heritage traditi h l 
r f ju nt and . a on. 

in tl 1 , l y ar • n nt . 
in Eur pean i 1 , in-
di idual ver 1 ti • 
ance. The wa t r 

third wa tl h t hr 
m ement t l ' · riumphant, 
\ h ther it r , r 
the religi ai r liti-

al laim n 
But h • 1 tate 

are not ne I hal-
lenged a1 a ut. 
The t • I n an • 
domain , and reg-
ulatio r • hi h it think i. 
for hi n d n ", a · war the tate 
ruthl ee take charge f a man life 
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hi po e ion and hi opm1on. . 11 over the world today the 
State i in the a endancy. 

Now there i nothing a ro anct about the State. '1 he 
tate hould n t be c nfu ed with ciety or with humanity. 
ome political philo opher e pecially tho e who happened to 

live in time and in place where tate c n olidation wa 
going on ha e ought t a "t a halo f my ti anctity around 
the con ept of the tat . It i. all metaph T ical twaddle. The 

tate is nothing m re than the politi al ma hinery et up by 
a people in rder that it might liYe ecurely and in an orderly 
fa hion. It i ., admini tered b human being , a fallible a. 
all human bein . are, " h p :. e either delegated inherited 
or u urped p wer and ho '" erci e that power ometime ~ 
wi el oftentime fo li hly-ne "er faultle I ". It i folly to 
idolize th tate. The ideal tate it ha been truly aid i ., 

ne ''that rule with moderation and er e ithout med-
dling.' Thi i the liberal' p 1tion. Both cia1i m which 
i pr letarian tate id latr and Fa i m which i bourge i e 

tate id latry are b thi definition reacti nary and illiberal. 
nd it i ., quite n i t nt ith their philo ophie that Marx 

the theori t f S dali m and Lenin the pragmati t, hated 
liberal quite a vindicti ~e]y a the Czar , and that a Mu -
olini could pa without any mental wrench from the role of 

a ciali t agitator to that of poke "'man and prophet of 
l,.a ci m . 

Liberal' m today mu t again wage war up n thL f rmid-
able f e-the urping State. 

The 'Olld f e of Hberali ,m i the u urping Cla ~. In 
ld n da_ it wa the d na. tie , the feudal lord , the military 
lique the prie tly hierarchie whi h u urped power ver the 

live and fortune of other men. More recently it ha been 
the a1 itali t cla . In Bol he ik Ru ia it i now the pro­
letarian la which i playing the old game f u urpation. 
The all do it. of cour e, for the benefit of mankind. But 
mankind i eemingly t . tupid to realize it; o that they 
mu t all re ort to the bloody argument of force, terror and 
intimidation to per uade mankind that it i all meant for it, 
own go d. 

1 he bitter truggle of tomorr ~ will be economic one , 
and they are likely to lead not onl t international war but 
t i il war a well,-cla again t cla -the gha tlie t of 
all war . ome one ha aid that "the main feature of our 
time i that the political mo ement of the w rid ha pa ed 
th r ugh a political pha e where liberali m led and ha pa ed 
into an e on mi pha e where ociali m lead . ' I am not ure 
that thi i altogether true; but if true, the pro pect is black 
indeed unle nations pit a full mea ure of economic liber-
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ali m again t the ri ing menace f cla s truggle and la. 
u urpation. 1"'he peace and we11-b ing ,j ty will be e­
cured by the triumph neither f pr,edat ry apitalism, nor of 
predatory communi m but by the trium1 h [ a l road ec -
nomic libera1i m which while af e-guarding the indi pen able 
requirement of ocia1 progre . uch a individual enterpri e 
the timulu of competition and pri ate pr perty will et wipe 
out tho e tragic extremes f exc ive wealth and exce ive 
poverty which obtain in our mid t will k ep the a ~ nu . of 
opportunity op n, will lift the bu rd n f indu try from child­
hood and womanhood, will enable aH men who lab r t har 
more generou ly in the good thing , f lif , and wi11 protect 
them again t the di abilitie of ickne , a ident , Id age and 
unemployment. 

The liberal here will ha e a hard r ad to tra el. Hi 
way mu t alway be the way f gr ping e perimentati n 
compromi e and moderation-the way of progre . He ha 
no simple and appealing formula-n pana ea for all ec nomi -­
ill . Hi philo ophy mu t alway be the unheroi phil ophy 
of the half loaf a again t the extremi t philo ophy f the 
whole or nothing., He will be damned alike b radi al and 
reactionary. Becau 1e he dare never be a doctrinaire, he will 
mi in hi life the glow of eH-righteou ne.~s,1 a 1d the glam ur 
which surrounds tho e who believe them , 1 e t be in p • e --
ion of the ab olute truth and tbe perfect pr gram. He can 

never reli h the ly sati faction of being contemptuou of hi 
opponent -a favorite pastime for the d ctrinaire, and he 
may never know, in pro pect nr in actuality, the unholy joy 
of cru hing and exterminating hi adver ary- the fanati ' 
ec tatic reward. But the Jib ral way j ne rthele. the only 
way of social alvation. 

The third foe of modern liberali m i th I urping fa­
chine. The rapid indu trialization of ·ociety ha not only 
urrounded man with machine but ha gi en the machine 

terrible power over hi phy ica) intelle tual and ocial life. 
It i folly to rail at the machine-age and t think that the ma­
chine ha not brought great ble ing to mankind. The ma­
chine has given to the working-men of our age a tandard of 
living higher than that po e ed by hi brother in toil at 
any time in human hi tory- horter h ur , higher wage and 
better condition of employment. It ha remo ed the cur e 
of erfdom from indu try. It i rem ving the ba k-breaking 
drudgery from it. I read , here a ew York electric company 
i building for a California power c mpany a turbine gener­
ator which will de elop twice the mu de power f all the 
laves who lived in the United State before the Ci il vVar. In 

the long run too the machine not only doe not rob men of 
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their job , but multip]i th ir j b ten The ma hine ha 
given to all men greater , curity gr at r c mf rt, greater 
contact . It i lowly but urely kni ing the world m re 
do el t gether. 

But th ma 'hine w • tandardize pr ducti n al. ome 
to tandardize th pr It t nd m hanize man, t 
ab orb him int the . The m e demand a rigid, 
machine-like iza hum e • around it. Th ) 
mu t co n p l machin nnot 
v ork m 1 It t gl n v ho e the 
machine i e r Th , ith 
the align . . car r into their ial 
and ultural hin cipline-the pa ion f r uni-
f r • T and orga1 . .. gro di like and t di..-
tru 1anif • individuali Thu our human 
va] be m 1 • ue , r judgment -ma 
jud n han . 'The idea .. of men 
ar d. . ligion their p liti , their 
am are ming all f a kind-drab and 
m 

c ardizati n and regimentation indi pen. al le to 
m n • merce are neverthe]e fatal to liber-
al f e nc . 1f liberali i the free and full 
d p ch ace rding hi nati e gift and 
• ti rding to hi di t" ti :rene and unique-
ne . 

The ma hine not nly tandardiz man but frequently 
xpl it: him. Ian intere t are ubordinated to that of pr -

du ti n. ft-time man i brutall u ed up b the ma hine. 
J read , h re man i 1du trie today refu e t employ men 
,vh are v r thirty-five r f rty ear of age. uch men are 
regarded a t o old t keep pace with the high peed and ten-
ion of modern indu triali m. They are according! crapped, 

thrown on the human , a te-heap. 
The machin al o call f r a machine-type of education 

which train men to be ome efficient pr ducer but n t well­
rounded, full rb d human being . Men are c ming to think 
primarily of job care r profe ion . ucce , and not f the 
0 r at ad enture f Ii ing. The rich ap of human life i being 
drain d t ii th wheel of indu tr . 

But in the e e of the liberal man om fir t,-the ma­
hine la t. The profitable produ tion and di tribution f 
ommoditie i a nece ary part of ocial exi tence-but only 

a part. ial life ha other requirement . nation great­
ne i not it material wealth. It i the high tone and quality 

f it moral and cultural lif . A nation' real trea ure are 
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th e v hich ·er e a nutrime 1t t t1 f . Man 
, a meant for more than a j b- vh th hr e or 
three hundred dollar a da . Man t 1 h full-
ne of life to enrich and ultivat 1 I. to iz hi · 
being to beauty, to adv ntur in th r alm: of th it. In-
du try mu t not , • mpl t 1 r m nop liz hi n rg1 and 

ripple him a t leave him unfit r thi full r lif . t mu t 
neither tandarize him n r on ume him. It mu t n u urp 
hi life. 

The e three u urpati n , 
the dark angel whi h th I il rim t it 
liberal pirit f the earth \\rill ha, e t nc unt r in th day: 
t c me. In a en e the ha e alwa ., be n with tL. Th y ar 
the immem rial en mie f humankind. Th T hav n1 r a. -
umed new form . The tmtired pilgrim , ill j in hattl with 

thi three-headed I lly n, armor d in hi : tr ng- faith in 
the all-conquering p wer r a n nd ri ht ou, n . . . II 
, ill uffer many a harp def at and hi vi 't ri ,· will n r r b 
final r complete, but ea h 1i t r rill bring him n ar r t 
the , a f plea antne and t the path of p a . 

There i a creed which the untired and undaunt d lib ral 
of all time ha lived by. It i thi : 

\.\ e belie, e in Ian, in hi . low. a c nd nt Ir gr .. , m 
the autonom of hi pirit and in tl1e prima r of hi. laim, 
o,,er the claim of aH form of human rg.anizati n. 

\\ e belie e in freedom- the fulle t mea ur l m 
compatible with the fulle t mea. ure f re pon.~ ibilit 

\Ve believe in authority- but onl in auth rity . an ncd 
b rea on and on en t. 

\\ e belie, e that the only t ial pr rrre .. are <iu-
cation. experimentati n and c opera i n. 

\\ e belie e that t be well-g ' rn d i: n t a im1 rtant 
a t I e elf-governed; that ralue b . t v ed are n t a d -
._ irable a. value achiev d. II n ~ \'Ve reje t a11 mann r f 
millenium proffered to u. at the . pear-p int f di tat r hip. 

\Ve beli v that all truth i mad manif : t thr ugh th 
ntact and la h f di, er, pini n. and that th • r 

p ,,ver f pr gre i th fr e chano- f id a · and 
erci ed pri ilege f non- nf rmit . 

\ e belie in toleran e but n t in indifferen e. in nthu -
ia m but n t in fanatici. m in on icti n. but not in ob e. -

i n in ind p nden but n t in i: lati n, m onfli t but n t 
in hate. 
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FORD-HALL-FORUM 
Founded February 23, 1908 

GEORGEW. COLEMAN 
Director and Chairman 

RUSSELL COOK, Director of Music 
CLARA BELLE COO~ Accompanist 

Incorporated O~tober 1, 1928 

DAVID K. NILES 
A sociate Director 

E ING EETI G 
Oclober 20 ( ' '{ 2,.-- f 

BBA HILLEL ILV R, D. .-An ntired Lib ral 
' The aith of att lJ ntired L ·beral ' 

CONCERT-THE UNIVERSITY DOUBLE QUARTET'fE 

Douglas H. MacKinnon, Director 
.Ralph Kirkpatrick, Accompanist 

OUR SPEAKER for this evening has been Rabbi of The Temple, Cleveland, the largest 
liberal Synagogue in America, since 1917. Born in Lithuania in 1893, he received his 

A..B. degree at the University of Cincinnati in 1915, his D.D. at the Hebrew nion College, 
1925, and Litt.D. at the Western Re~erve Univetsity in 1928. Dr. Silver, each year, receive 
many more invitations to speak away from Clevelnnd than he can possibly accept but hi 
interest in the Ford HaU Forum makes him willing to tak the lime to come to us. "1'he 
Faith of an Untired Liberal" as Dr. Silver interprets it will giv,e u the be t pos ib)e preparation 
for the varied program that has been arranged for this sea on. 

0 tober 27 
D JI) . 4 B R -Con ltin P yebologiet 

'" 'l,e E11 • ma ,f a ri e' 
CONCERT-Blanche Haskell, Soprano 

Walter Arno, Accompanist 

DAVID SEABURY, who talked to us last year on "What Makes Us All So Queer", will 
• lead us upon another exploration into the human mind. As the author of "Unmasking 

Our Minds" ·and "Growing Into Life", he has proved his ability to bring some light to thoee 
seeking answer, to present-day difficulties. He himself has chosen "The Enigma of Marria1e" 
for this evening's discussion because, as he writes us: "When one marriage in seven leads to 
divorce, and so few are reaJly happy, there can be no debate that the psychology of love and 
the facts of our mental and emotional traits in marriage-experience lie at the very foundation 
of the future of home and state. If Jove and marriage fail, what is left for society to build 
upon?" 

Every speaker who accepts our invitation agrees to ubmit to a cross-examina­
tion by members of the audience on the subject matter of his address for as long a 
period, at least, as is taken in its presentation. Each speaker has from fifty to sixty 
minutes for the addreH and we always plan to close our meetings promptly at ten o~clock. 

DOORS OPEN AT 7.00 O'CLOCK MEETING BEGINS AT 7.30 

TO DELP MEET EXPENSES A COLLECTION IS TAKEN AT THE DOOR. 



or,l llall Foll· 
'leel in King ley Hall, Ford Building, 

The First Sunday of the Month at 4.00 P. M. 

Gllr'HE FORD HALL FOLKS' member hip is the "pulse of the Forum." It helps determine 
-_1_ policy and program. It discu es and analyzes speakers and their subjects. Its mem­

Ler hip is a cross-section of our Jarger con tituency and thus furnishes, by its criticisms and 
approval, the information neces ary to enable the management to serve intelligently. Our 
Hospitality Committee, with Mis Rachel A. Peaslee as Chairman, helps members to get 
acquainted. Most members bring a box supper to the meetings and the Supper Committee, 
with Mrs. J. J. Sullivan as Chairman, furnishes coffee and ocoa. This enables members 
more conveniently to stay for the evening meeting in the upstairs hall. After the business of 
the meetings i disposed of, we generally listen to an inspirational talk of a more informal 
and intimate nature than in the regular Forum meeting. This season we shall devote the e 

unday afternoon ta1ks to an under tanding of the aims and purposes of the civic organizations 
erving our community. 

At the November 3 Meeting-"What the Ford HaU Folk& Should Krww About the Boston 
Legal Aid Society' wiJl be presented by MR. VERNON L. MARR. 

At the December 1 Meeting-"What the Ford Hall Folks Should Know About the Mass• 
chusetts Civic League" will he presented by Mas. WENONA 0. PINK:HAM. 

At the January 5 Meeting-"What the Ford Hall Folk& Should Know About the Family 
W el/are Society" will be presented by MR. STOCKTON RAYMOND. 

Membership dues, S2.00 per year. 

Dis .. u ion ,roup 
ALFRIEDA M. MosHER, Leader 

£ RRANGED IN GROUPS to suit your convenience: the evenings are determined by the 
~ group it elf. In all the searchings fo:r new s.nd more effective educational methods that 
are occupying the specialists in education throug:hout the world, one of the most promising 
xperiments in adult education is that called group, discussion. 

Thi method abandons the lecture, and formal teachings and concentrates on group thinking. 
It is most effective with small groups,, with twenty to twenty-five as the normal number. 
The chief aim in group discussion is to lead the members of the group to pool their pre-

vious experiences, information, and viewpoints in exploring the subject or question under 
discussion. 

A definitely trained leader guides the discussion process. 
Argument is put aside and stress is placed on searching for the complete facts and all the 

aspects of the problem. 
For the past two years, groups have spent one evening a week discussing, under trained 

1eadership, the subject of the previous Sunday evening Forum meeting. This year these Dia­
cu ion Groups will be extended to our suburban districts so that the members living in a 
uburb will meet in their own district. 

The Forum is conducting a training course for group discussion leaders and intends to 
develop a large corps of such leaders. 

Reading Circle 
FLORENCE H. LuscoMB, Leader 

At the Town Room, 3 Joy Street, Boston 

£. OPPORTUNITY IS NOW OFFERED you to join a Reading Circle on Economics, 
~ Sociology, International Relations, or allied subjects. One or more groups will be formed 
to meet weekly, for the reading nnd discussion of some hook such as Beard's "Whither Man­
kind," Moon's "Imperialism and World Politics," Shaw's "Intelligent Woman's Guide to 
Socialism and Capitalism," Beard's "Rise of American Civilization " or Lippman's "A Preface 
to Morals." This is your opportunity to combine some seriou reading with the stimulating 
contact of minds. We shall tty to arrange evening and subject to accommodate aa many aa 
poa1ible. 



Ford llall F oruni F ,,ll,nv lti J /t ,. I, de,·. lt11uli11 , 

Meets in Kingsley Hall, Ford Building, 

The Second Tue day of Every Month at 8.00 P. M. 

'QUESTIO I G OUR PREJUDICES' 
~HESE MEETI GS arc being organized a a " o ial r lation laboratory or di ecting 
~..1_ room" where members of the Ford Hall Folk will m et on a month to examine and 

discuss scientifically, under expert leader hip, problem of mutual cone rn. These meeting 
will be in no sense like good-will or appreciation me ting but will b a frank di cu sion of the 
prejudices that divide us, how they original d and what w an d to liminate them. Th 
procedure of the e meetings will be a fol1ow :- yllabi will b pr pared on the object matter 
of the evening and distributed in advance of th me ting, p iali l in the field to be covere<l 
will open the discu ion, and after e ·amining th i wpoint f the Folk wm attempt to 
clarify them. 

Our first laboratory meeting will he ovember 19 the third Tue day in lead of the 
!econd) on "Questioning Our Religions Prejudices." 

LEADERS 
REV. MICHAEL J. AHER , S.J., representing the Catholic group. 
REV. HARRY LEVI, representing the }ewisl, sroup. 
REV. RUSSELL H. STAFFORD, representing the Protestant group. 

December Meeting-Tuesday, December 10-"Questioning Our Economic Prejudice1." 

January Meeting-Tuesday, January 14-"Questionins Our Political Prejudices." 

Other Meetings Being Arranged. 

Ford Hall , ci t , 
.& VERY ACTIVE DRAMA 0CIETY wa_ 0irga11ized la. t' ¥inter, becau e we believe that 
~ we can use the drama a still another form o,f F rum expre~ ion. Th on titution of 
the Ford Hall Forum Dramatic ociety read : 

"The purpose of the organization shall be lo slUcly and produce ignificant plays, pro­
mote and stimulate interest in dramatic art m all its phases; to encourage plays, 
amateur and professional, stimulate and fo ter a more intelligent interest in drama 
through direct contact with workers in the field of drama." 

Membership in the Dramatic Society is Jimited to member of the Ford Hall Folks who 
pay an additional membership fee of $3.00 per year (payable 25 cents monthly). 

A course on the technique of the drama, with E. E. Clive of the Copley Theatre as the 
leader, is being arranged. Other cour es on the drama will he announced later. 

inging oritity 
RussELL A. CooK, Director 

Meets at Huntington Chambers 

I F YOU ARE INTERESTED in Choral Singing or would like to sing with others just for 
the joy of it, this is your opportunity. Trained voices are acceptable, of course, but are 

not the essential qualification. We believe that singing together is one of the best meant of 
getting to know and understand one another. As Mr. Cook o well put it, uwe can't all talk 
at the same time, but we can all sing together. 

alurday • en ing ocial 
At the Twentieth Century Club, 3 Joy Street, Boston 

ONCE A MONTH, commencing Saturday evening, December 14,_ our Entertainment Com­
mittee has arranged a dancing party at the hall of the Twentieth Century Oub. Meet 

your Forum friends and their guests socially. Subscription to these dance , 50 cents per penon. 
Dancing from 8 to 12 o'clock. Other socials-January 11, February 8 and March 8. Save 
tbeeo nipta in your eocial calendar. 
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Pre ent /or th First Time in Boston 

Tlie Carolina Playmaker 

In a Series of Three One-act Folk Plays of the orth Carolina Mountains 

At the FINE ARTS THEATRE on the Evenings of 

OVEMBER 25 AND 26 

~HIS IS a dramatic event for Boston equalled only by the first appearance (of cour e we 
-..I.. do not mean this season) in our city of the Theatre Guild. 

In presenting the Carolina Playmakers the Ford Hall Forum Dramatic Society demon­
strates in a startling manner how effective the drama can he as an aid to understanding. North 
Carolina with its industrial problems is very much in the public eye. Y ct how little do we 
know about North Carolina Folk. How little do we know about their mill-workers, their 
mountaineers, their colored p ople. Through these dramatic pre entations you will see for 
yourself who they are and how they live. 

The Carolina Playmakers wiU present for you thr,ee one-act Carolina Folk Play -

"THE NO 'COUNT BOY" by Paul Green 
( The Belasco Prize Play) 

"GAIUS AND GAIUS, JR." by Luer Cobb 
(A Comedy of Old Southern Planunion Days} 

"JOB'S KINFOLKS" br Loretto Carroll B'ailcy 
(A Tragedy of MiU People in North Carolina Today 

The Editor of Theatre Arts M,mthly, in reviewing the performances of The arolina P]ay­
makers in New York last falI, wrote: "There is nothing that can represent Carolina b tter to 
the people of other states near and far, than the record of her own people in the comic and 
the tragic moments of their living and their history. There is nothing that does represent 
them better-no product of the soil or of the machine--than the contribution The Caro1ina 
Playmakers are making." 

Walter Pritchard Eaton ay of Profes or Frederick H. Koch, Director o{ Th Carolina 
Playmakers, "He is far more important to the future of the American stage than Bela co or 
Arthur Hopkinc:." 

The New York Herald Tribune says of The Carolina Pla maker , "They have a quality of 
verity and a poignant poetic beauty that can be found on1y in bona fide folk-drama." 

Professor Frederick H. Koch Director of The Carolina Playmaker, writes, 

"I was delighted to learn from your letter that your Forum will sponsor the perform­
ances of The Carolina Playmakers on November 25 and 26. It gives us great plea ure 
indeed to make our first appearance in Boston ·under your auspices. We carry our 
own electrician and our own !!ltage crew. We carry complete lighting and scenery 
equipment and all th pr p ttie that ar n ces ary for our production. Our entire 
company wiJJ in lude at ]ea t ixteen people. '. 

Fe will tell you more about the,e play, later. In the meantime send in your 
order /or ,eat• to the of/ice in the Little Building. .411 ,eat, reaen,ed at /ram 50 
cent• to IZ.00. AU money made abo11e expen,e• woe. to furthering the ,i,ork of the 
Dramatic Society. 



l o,-d 1all Io ·urn l11c 

GrHE FORD HALL FORUM i a popular adventure in Adult Education. It enable one 
..IL to "keep on learning". Thou ands of people from all wa]k in life- manual workers, 

clerks, and business executives; high chool and university tudent ; teachers and professors; 
laymen and clergymen; Agnostic, Atheist, Catholic, Prote tant and Jew; blacks, orientals and 
whites; the prosperous and the struggling; the young and the mature; as many men as women­
are already devoted to the forum idea and are getting from it a mental and spiritual challenge 
to be worked out in their citizenship. 

The Forum's only support comes from voluntary ub criptions and contributions. Friends 
of this democratic adventure will tran late their intere t and approval in the form of a sub­
scription each according to hi ability and under tanding. 

Please remember that we no longer get any subsidy from the Bo ton Baptist Social Union. 
We no longer get the free u e of the hall . Our ability to rve and extend our u efulness i 
dependent on the amount of financial aid we receive from the alert-minded men and women 
who believe, with Justice Brandeis, that "The Path of Safety Lies in the Opportunity to 
Discuss Freely Supposed Grievances and Proposed Remedies." 

FROM THE BY-LAWS OF THE FORD HALL FORUM, INC. 

ARTICLE IV-GE ERAL C ~CIL 

The General Council shall have the general directi n, control and management of th 
affairs and property of the corporation, with full power to deal with uch property in any way, 
and to appoint such agents and committee as they deem proper. The members of the Gen ral 
Council are as follows: 

Mn. GEORGE W. CoLEMA , /';resident 

Dn. HARRY LEVI, Vice-President Mn. J. ARTHUR SPARROW, Vice-President 

Mn. DAVID K. NrLES, Tr,easurer :MR. LAWRENCE G. BROOKS, Clerk 

Mr. Roger W. Babson Mr. Hiram N. Lathrop Mr. George E. Roewer 
Mrs. Grace E. Blanchard fr. Allred Baker Lewi8 Mr. Bernard J. Rothwell 
l\lr. F. Lauriston Bullard Mr. Reuben L Lurie Prof. Arthur (. Schlesinger 
Prof. Zechariah Chafee, Jr. Miss F1'orence H. Lu comb Prof. Clarence R. kinner 
Mr. Rolfe Cobleigh P'res. Daniel L. farsh Mi Margaret Slattery 
Mrs. Alice B. Coleman Rev. Harold D. Mar hall :\fr. Louis P. Smith 
Mr. Waldo L. Cook Dr. Denis A. McCarthy Rev. Ru ell Henry Stafford 
Mr. Courtenay Crocker Mr. Alton L. Mi11er ~fr . John J. Sullivan 
Mr. Henry S. Dennison irs. Ethel Paine Moors Prof. Richard G. Tyl r 
Mr. Herbert B. Ehrmann Mr. John F. Moors Prof. David D. Vau"han 
Mrs. E. Glendower Evans Prof. Samuel Eliot Morison Mr. F lix Vorenberg 
Mr. Robert Fechner Mr. Henry Penn '1rs. Win low L. Webber 
Mr. Edward A. Filene Hon. Andrew J. Peters Dr. DeWitt G. Wilcox 
Mr. Samuel B. Finkel Mr. Anthony J. Philpott Mr. Butler R. Wilson 
Prof. Felix Frankfurter Dean Roscoe Pound Mr . Gertrude L. Win low 
Mr. Richard W. Hale Mrs. William Z. Ripley Pres. Mary E. Woolley 
Dr. Lewis 0. Hartman fr. Jame P. Roberts Mr . Loui e M. Young 

In addition to the above, the following have been elect d lo the General Council as e pc­
cially representing the Ford Hall Folk : 

Mr. Alexander Abrahams Mr. Andrew Fisher 
Miss Carolyn E. Alling Ir. Joseph B. Greenfield 
Mis Ednnh Blanchard Mr. Joseph Hailwood 
Mr. Russell Cook Mr. H rbert H. Hammond 
Dr. Annie G. Copeland Mr . ettie F. Lewis 
Mr. D. W. Cotter Mr. Leo Meltzer 
Mr. 0. D. Field Mi Alfrieda M. fosher 

Mis Gertrude 0. Oppenheim 
Mr . Alice M. Parne11 
~fic,s Rachel A. Peaslee 
Mr. Arthur E. Perkins 
Mr. Maurice Rosen 
Mr . Sara VanB. Schenck 
Mr. Clifford H. Taylor 



Ford Hall, Boston 
October, 1929 

THE FORD HALL FORUM, I C. 
AN OUNCES THE OPENI G OF 
ITS TWENTY - SECOND YEAR 
SUNDAY EVE ING, OCTOBER 20 

This is our only answer to those cheer Jul souls who 
said we could not survive as an 

independent body 

1929-1930 

i:Abba Hillel Silver, V.'IJ. 
'IJavid Seabury 

Horace c...M. Kallen 
c...Mayor Vaniel W .. Hoan 

'Dr. Clarence [. Little 
Vache/ Lindsay 

'Bertrand 'I{ ussell 
Liam O'Flaherty 

Lewis 'Browne 
c.A.hbe ernest Vimnet 
John Haynes Holmes 

7{ abbi William H. Fineshribcr 
7( obert Lincoln 0''13rien 

'Pres. Henry Sloane Coffin 
7{ev. J. elliot 'l(oss, [.S.'P. 

N...an '13urroughs 
c.A.lain Locke 

Harry c.A.. Overstreet 
c...Margaret Slattery 
Norman c.A.ngell 

John Cowper 'Powys 
c_Max eastman 

And Others 

Office: 1242 LITTLE BUILDING, BOSTON, Mass. 

Telephone HANcock 2657 
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'''The Faith of An 1 

Untired Liberal''! 
I 

I By RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
I 

I (Tfti.-: nationally bw1t•n .cipirit1wl lcad£'1' rrnd orn/01· rulrlre.<is('(l n 
I raprtcil!i mu{ier1ce at Ford Hall la.<d S1mclay r1·eni11q 011 t/ie s11/ijoct of 

tlic 1111tircrl lihcHtl.) 

. 
You have heard it said that the 

liberals of Am<>ricn are tired. 
'1'herc is much truth to that state­

I ment. Many of them have gone 
1 into cautious retfrement. Many 

others have been disillusioned by 
the manner in which their high 

I hopes were frustrated during the 
, last decade and a half. Still others 

on have sniffed the rich savor of the 
ncs j flesh-pots of Egypt and have sue­

, c:umbed to their • enticements. 
on. Others again have been fascinated 
s a I by what appears to them to be the 
ru- swift consummation of their ideals 

through revolution in countries like 
Russia, and they have accordingly 
seceded from the ranks of thP 

d1;1I slow-moving ineffectual liberals 
bic , and joined the ranks of the red I 
?f frc.ternitv. Thus the liberal forces 

01~ I of America, haYing suffered deser- 1 
e tion and discourag·ement, are not I 

1=0 much tired as demoralized and 
ess :-,cattered. This condition also ob­
ia~ tains among the liberals in Eng- 1 
~ly I land and in other countries on the 1 

in- 1 Continent. j 
on- I It ,vould he inaccurate however . 

. to sav that there is no liberal sen- • 
gi- 1 time1;t in the United States todav. 

ern society ag-aim:t which the un­
tired liberal must be prPpared to 
wage ince~~ant warfare: ( 1) The 
Usurping- State; (2) The Usurping 
Class; (3) The Usurping 11achine. 

One of the major social problems 

• se There is a very considerabie 
_rh I amount of it in all departments of 
1~ t our national life, in politics and 
a economics, in religion, jn art, and RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

in literature. But. it is unorgan­
ized and undirected. It lacks pro- of all time has been how to adjust 
gram and leadership. It 18 cer- the one to the many, how to save 
tainly not aggressiYe. At best it man from group tyranny whilst 
rallies a1·oun<l a few liberal maga- preserving the heritage and the •1 
zines, or a few schools of social continuity of ~he group. ln other 
wo1·k, or a few outstanding men wonl~, how to m~ur~ ~he fulle_st ex­
noted for their liberal tendencies. , pressro~ of the rnd1v1dual w1~h_out 
Strangtly enough, American liber- destroying the nec ... essary political <iu~t<! 
alism todav is most in evidence in crgamsn:-:t~e Sta.~. . . · pl1t~sr 
the realm· of religious thought. _ ln pmn1t1vc .f s?c1e~y ,the 1~~h- 1 S_o~ia i 
There is real ferment here and a v1?ual counted ?I ye1 y Lttle . . [ he t~s ... , h 
real heart-seal'ching. It is next in !nbe was monol1th1c •. It~ s?l!dar- 11.vely 1 
evidence in our literature particu- 1ty was paramount. Tne rnd1vidu~l 1 lusso 
larly in our novels of so~ial criti- ~vas absorbed. _He ~lorrowe_d l11s me~ta_l 

_ cjp1~ and jn the saving remnant _of 1~eo!ogy. fr?-1;- h!;t; tr_1?~· !f11=;_ ~c- Sociah 
cux drama. In e,ur economic hfe t1~n., we1e n 0 1dl:, re~,t.1ateC1. b:-, ,he m~m a 
it is markino- time content to rest tnbal coc\e and habw;. His per- Libe 
upon the tr~ilv r~m:n-lcable gains ~on~l habits and customs \~c>re _the w ag·e , 
\.Vhich were achieved in the quarter habits ~nd customs of lus ~nlw. --the 

n of a century preceding the World 'l'~e deity. whom_ he ,,vor~h1p?c_d 
War, and in the period of the war. wa~ the tribal <le1ty. fhe19 \'.C1e I 

In our political life, liberalism is ~cci~led aclva11ta~-e~ ~o: t~is ~r-1 
purely negative. It has not even rnnge1~1ent._ Th\. 1rn!I~,du.1l "~s • The_ 
attained to the dignity of a pai·ty , $hclte1e-d ~nd_ p_otec_tcd:. an<l if ~he U:s 

JO\ protest. It is a sad commen- need be, a\~nged b~_lu;;. g1ou~:. He 11l _was 
't ta.rr on the negligible st.at,u<; or fel~ :=;ccore in belon,.,m .... to a ,-.I?UP J lords, 

_JNliUt"ttl libPraliRm in . merica to- . w~~rr~rt by a :=;~nsc of p1·ie:stly 
dar, that Wall Street felt free to mutual r~SP?~s1b1hty. The g-rowth power < 

I smile contentedly upon the plat- of the 11!?1v1du::.l, h?weYer, w~s of othei 
1 forms and candid1:~tes of both major ,t~nted. I here was little room m been_ th 
political parties, and to ignore in tllJs compact world of 1;1ass struc- :,he_v1k 
complete indirTerence the very ex- ~ur~ _and _corporate action for the tanan , 
istence of the third minor political md1v1duall,:t, the rebel, the non- old gan 
party. conformist. Beyond the boundaries ( Cont 

• of his tribal home, even his Gods 
Liberalism Deeply Rooted dared not v<>nture. 

, Life moved on. The despotism 
But lest we despair, let us beal' of the organized group was slowly 

in mi11d always that liberalism is attenuated. The individual began 
rooted in the· verv life and tradi- to discover hb own private life. 

I tions of our people, and that its Within himself he had com!.! upon 
p1·escnt decline is a temporary a world dit;tinct in manv wavs 
11hase, indicative of a change not of. fro1~1 the_ wor~d abo~t hi;1,. A_s 

I heart but of circum::;tances. The a_g-a.1nst lus heritage ol mass tn1d1-
\VOrld without has chang·ed, and t1on, he bec_ame a ware of pers~nal 
not the spirit within; but the spirit sour~es_ of Judgment and ~anct1011. 
whether of me:1 or of nations, ii- I Within the last five hundr~d 
alwa\"s harassed antl sorely trou- years three great movements m 
bled· and at time diverted f'i:·om its European ciYilization accentuated 

1 esse~tial channel b~· any radical I the primacr of the indi\'idual over 
chang-eR in the world without. H the group. ~'he first moYement 

I should be borne in mind that 1iber- , was the Renaissance. The sec?nd 1 
, alism in America i::- not a recent was the Prnte:-,lant Heformat10n. 

I growth nor a tender and alien '~he third w1" tlw French HeYolu­
shooL Phases of it were impor- j tion. In each of th~se th~e,~ lll~\"C'­

tant fact.ors in our earl\' colonial I ments of thoug·ht, man .s claims 
1 day,:. Liberalism burst' forth in emerged triuir1phant, whether it 
I n.stounding- glor~ in the Revolution- 1 was the intellectual c_l~i!n of m~n I 
ary era when it emblazoned itRelf to freedom, or the reng10us claim 
in imperishable splendor upon two of rml1: _to spir_itual autonom~· .. ~r 
of the great documents of mankind, the poht1c~l da1111 of man to µollll­
the Declaration of Independence I cal .so,·C're1g-ntr. 

I and the Constitution of the united I I 
States. It suffered a set-back in I Gains Xot S('cure 1· 

l the_ storm period of reconstruction ! 
which fol_lo~'cd. It gathered mo- I But. man·,- hard-\\'Oll Yictories 
:nentum c!u~·mg the decades prece<l- I against the usurping 'late are not 

1 !ng· the Cl"'.11 ~ar. It was hallo\~·ed permanently i-:ecure. His gnins :i.re 
m th~ _nat~on s martyrdom dun1:g frequentlr challenged and endan-

1 the C1~·1l War. I~ .;;lumped _s~dl~-- m I g~rcd. At times they a!e totally 
the eia of continental exp,1n::-1on w1p2cl out. The State 1:- alwav,-, 
and exploitati~n whi~h followed tl~e there gTeed~· to encroach up~n 

. war. _It !Jest1rr<.>d itself anew m man's domain, 1"i:>ver-a:overn him, 
I the mneties, and th_ereaftel' for to enme:-.h him in laws an<P n•g·ula-
1 a_lmost three. decades _1t \\·as a_ 1:no- tion~, to coerce him into cloing l t_1ve power m A1.11erican vohtical thin~s which it thinks is for his l 

l1~e. 1t gave us le:i.ders of the _type good. J n period;-; of emer!!;cnc~·. 
0t Bryan, RooH',·elt and W1bon ;-;uch a:- wa!·, the StatP ruthle ·.,h· 
and LaFollette. It wro'\:c m_any _an proceeds to take cn~:plete c.ha1·~~ I 
ad\'anced me,tl-ure of legislation of a man'.· life, hi:-: p ,._,..e,:--in11:,; and 
upon our $tate and federal ::;tatute his opinion:-. A II o er thP worlcl 
book.:;. It bra,·ely led America i11to I today the :=;1:tte i.-: in tlw a:-CC!ll-

thc World \Var, in the hope of ex:- dancY. j 
tending the empire of freedom to ' N~w there i.-: nothing- :-:ucro:,;:mct 
other p.arts of the world and to about the State. •The State should 
peoples less faYorecl. It emerged I not be confused with :,;od<>t v or 
from the w~r bt'aten and betrayed. • with humanity. Some J)olitical 
. Fo1· war b _the enemy ~f all real phil0::-opher,;, csprciall~· tho:-:e who 
1 l'eedo_m. 1~ 1s the negation of all J,appened to live in time:- and i'1 
that hberah,;m ,;tand:::. for. There place,- where State consolidatit n 
can be no war without the con- was rroin!!' on han• :=:oun·ht to ca.::t 
Hription of thought and opinion. a haio of rn~·stic s~nctit\" around 
There can be !10 _modern war with- I the concept o·f the State. • It is all 
e,ut the com~~1pti_on ~f men and the metaphy:-.ical twaddle. The State . 

, con:pl~!f' m!h~a~·1zat1_on of . a P:~- i.~ nothing nior0 than thP political 
p_lP s hie. 1 his 1~ Rmd not m cnt1- I machinery :-:et up h~ a people in 

, c1:-:m nf war but simply as a matter order that it mi_ght Jin~ :;ecurelv 
of cold inct1nte~tablP fact. I and in an orderly fashion. It i:, 

When the Worl~i War ended. the ad111inistere<l hr human being:-::, as 
war p:-:ychology did not ~rnl: . And fallible as all human being.-; arc•, 
now for ten yeai_-s the rnd1ndual I who po:,;ses;-; eith<>r del<>gatPd, in­
has been Rtrugglmg· to get from • hP.rited or usurped power, and ·who 
un~ler ~he hPel of the S~at~, to re- : e~ercise f hat pn,,·,.r, sometimes 
:;·am his :-:elf-respect, his wtcllec- wisely, oftentime;-; foolishh·-neYcr 
tual autonomy, hi,; decent human faultle, slv. It is follv t~i idolize 
attitudes. Liberalism suffered a the State: Th" ideal State, it has 
gra,·e <'dip,-e <luring- these la:-t heen truh· s[iirl, i.· one "that rulPs 
years. We bclieYe, however. that with moderation am! ,-e1Tes with­
it i:-- now f'm<'rging- ag-ain into th<' nut meddling-.'' T11is b thP Jihernl':-: 
Jig-ht of a new day. position. Both f'ocialism. which is 

Three Enernirs Today 
prnletarian Statr• idolatry, anrl 
Fascism, which is hourg-t.>oi:--(• ~Uth~ 
idolatry, ari>, br this d,:,tinition.• l'P­

There are thn•e enemie;; in mod- actionan and illiberal. .\nd it i:-. .. 



hrough a political phase where perfect program. He can never I ardizes production also comes to The machine also calls for a ma- will join battle with this th 
"beralism led, and bas passed into relish the sly atis!action of being standardize the producer. It tends chine-type of education which headed Apollyon, armored in 

• h h S • 1• contemptuous of his opponents-a . , b ·b . trains men to become efficient pro- t f • h • th 11 
n economic p ase w ere oc1a ism favorite pastime for the doctrin- ~o mechanize m,m, to a so: hun ducers but not well-rounded, full- s rong a1t m e a -conque 
eads." I am not sure that this is aire, and he may never know, in mto the p~·o~ess. T~e m~chme de- orbed human beings. Men are power of reason and righteou 
altogether true; but if true, the prospect or in actuality, the unholy !ua~<ls a rigid, machm~-hke organ- coming to think primarily of jobs, He will suffer many a sharp def: 
prospect is black indeed unless na- joy of crushing and exterminating ~zation of human servitors aro_und careers, professions, uccess, and and his victories will never be 
tions pit a full measure of eco- his adversary-the fanatic's ecsta- it. They must conform _to a g'lVen not of the great adventure of liv- or complete, but each victory 
nomic liberalism against the rising tic reward. , But the liberal's way pattern, else the machme cannot ing. The rich sap of human life is bring· him nearer to the way 
menace of class struggle and class is nevertheless the only way of work smoothly. As a result the being drained to oil the wheels of plea. antncss ancl to the paths 
usurpation. The peace and well~ social salvation. thought of men who serve the ma- industry. peace. 
being of society will be secured by I chine are frequently driven into l There is a -creed which the 
the triumph neither of predatory The Usurping Machine I grooves. They move with the :Man hould Come :First tired and undaunted liberals of 
capitalism, nor of predatory com- ali ·nment of pi tons . . . . Men i time have lived by. It is this: 
munism, but by the triumph of a The third foe of modern liberal- carry over into their social and' But in the eyes of the liberal, We believe in Man! in his slo 
broad economic liberalism which, ism i~ the Usurping- Machine. Tbe cn_ltural liie t~is machin~ dis_d- man comes fir t-the machine last. ascendan~ pro~~ss, 1~ the au 
while safeguarding the .indh,pensa- . d . 

1 
. li . f . plm~-the passion for umform1ty fl . . . 1 omy of his sp1nt and m the pri 

ble requirements of social progreHs, rapt me u~tria zation ° SOC'l~ty and organization. Th y grow to The pro table production aD<l dis- 1 acy of his claims over the clai 
such as individual enterprise, the has not onl v surrotmded man with dislike and to distrust anv mani- tribution of commodities is a ne- I of all forms of human organi 
stimulus of competition and private machines but has given the ma- ' festation of intlividuali ·m~ Thus ces ary part of social existence-· tion. 
property, will yet wipe out tho e chine terribl power over hi physi- f1UX human value, are b coming· but only a part. Social life has We believe in freedom-the 
tragic extreme8 of excessive wealth cal, intellectual and social life. It machin values, our judgment' - other requirements. A nation's est measure of freedom comp 
and excessive poverty which obtain i folly to rail nt the machine-age mass jud ment., arnl our reactions greatness is not its material with the fullest measure of 
in our midst, will keep the avenues and to think that the machine ha · - mechanical. Th ideas of men wealth. It is the high tone and sibility. 
of opportunity open, will lift the not brought great bles ing to are becoming ·tereotypetl. 'I'heir quality of its moral and cultural We believe in authority-

!

' btu·dens of industry from childhood mankind. The machine ha. given relig·ion, their politics their amuse- life. A nation's real trea ures are only in authority sanctione 
and womanhood, will enable all to the working-men of our age a ments. their ta tes are being; all of those which serve as nutriment to 1·eason and consent. 

================= I men who labor to . hare more gPn- standard of living higher than thut a kiud-drah net monotonous. the souls of men. Man was meant We believe that the only tool 
••'fh F . h f I erously in the good things of life, pos e. se<l hy his brothers in t il tanctardization a d re ·imenta- for more than a job-whether that social progre ·s are education, 

e alt O an and will protect them against the at any time in human history- tion so indisp n. abl to modern job pays three or thr e hundred perimentation and co-operation. 
United Liberal" ciiaabilities of sickness, accident, i:,horter hours, higher wages and ind1,1stry and commerc are never- dollars a day. Man is born to en- We believe that to be well•arov• 

old age and unemployment. better conditions of employm nt. theless fatal to libe1·alism, for the joy the fullnes of life, to enrich erned is not as important as to be 
, . The liberal here will have a hard Tt ha. removed the cur. e of serf- ve1·y E'i;. nc of lib 1·ali m is the and cultivate his mind, to sensitize self-governed ; that values be-

( untrnued from Page 1) 1 road to travel. His way mu t al- dom from industry. It i:,; l'emoving free ~md full development of, m n, his being to beauty, to adventure stowed are not a:,; desirable as 
do it, of cour:-;e, for the benefit of ways be the way of g·roping, ex- the back-breaking d1·udgery from each accotding to his natiYe gifts in the realms of the spirit. Indus• values achieved. Hence, we reject 
mankind. But mankind is seem- perimentation, compromise amt it. I read where u New York dee- and capacitie.s, each according to try must not so completely moncp- all manner of milleniums proffered 
ingly too . tupid to realize it; so moderation-the way of progress. tric company i building for a Cali- hL· tli. tinctiveness and uniqueness. olize his energie and cripple him to us at the spear-point of dictator­
that they must all resort to the lie has no simple and appealing fornia power company a tu1·uin ' The machine not only standard- as to leave him unfit for this fuller ship. 
bloorly argum nt: of force, terror formula-no panacea for all co- irenerator which will deYelop twice ; iz~~ man but frequently xploits lif . It must neither standardize We believe that all truth is made 
Hl1d intimidation to persuade man- nomic ills. His philosophy must the muscle power of all the sla\'es I him. l\Ian'.· interests are Rubordi- him nor consume him. It mu t not manifest through the contact and 
kind that it, is all meant for its always be the unheroic philo. ophy who lived in the United Statei; be- nated to that of production. Oft- u urp his life. clash of diverse opinions and that 
<>wn good. of the half loaf, as again ·t the fore the iYil War. In the long times man i:::: bn1tally used up by The e three u urpation., State, the very motive power of progress 

Th bitter :;trnggles of tomorrow extremist's philosophy of the whole nm, too, the machine not only docs ' the machine. l read where many Class and Machine, a1·e the dark is the free exchange of ideas and 
vill b economk ones, and they are or nothing. He will b damned not 1·ob men of their jobs, hut mul► rndustries oda~ r<>fu.-e io emplo~· angels which the pilgrims to the the exercised privilege of non-con-

likely to 1 •ad not only to interna- alike by radical and reactionary. tiplies their job tenfold. The rn· ► men vho are oyer thirt:-fivc or city of God, the liberal spirits of formity. . 
tional war:-; but to civil wars as Because he dare never be a cloctrin- chine has given to all men great r forty years of age. 'uch men are the earth, will have to encounter in We believe jn tolerance but not 
v;ell - class against class - the aire, he will miss in his life the ~ecurity, greater comfort, greater regarded as too olcl to keep pace the days to come. In a sen e they in indifference, in enthusias!ll _but 
gha3tliest of all wars. Some one glow of sclf-lighteousness, and the contacts. It is slowly but surely with the high .pe d and ten ion of have always been with us. They not in fanaticism, in convictions 
ha i-aid hat "the main feature of glamor which surrounds those who knitting the worl<l morr. <'losely modern industriali~m. They are are immemorial en mies of human- but not in obsessions, in indepen-
1 ur tim• i. th:1t thf' political move- ~lieve themselves to be in poss :-1· lng·eth r. accordingly scrapped, thrown on kind. They have> only :i~sum d d n but not in isolation , in <'<>n-

o h' \ orld has pas. ed sion of the absolute truth and the But the nrnchin which st..ind- lhc human wast -h np. new forms. The untir d pilgrim flict but not in hnte. 




