
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         151           54           321 
 
 

Tolstoi: the soul of Russia, 1928. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



"TOLSTOI--THE SOUL OF RUSSI.A.. tt --------
RA.BBr ABBA BILraEL SILVER. 

THE TEMPIJr, SUNDAY MORNDIG, 

OC '!OBEB 28, 1928,, CLEVELAND , ,9.. 



No one thinka or Russia today without in the 

next moment thinking ot 'rolatoi. What Shakespeare i.8 to the 

Knglish-speaking worl.d, what Goethe is to Germany, what 

Dente is to Italy, To1ato1 has come to be to Russia.. But 

'?ol.sto1 is more than a Russian. Ha bel.onga to mankind. I:r 

you were to mention the names ot the r1ve or a1x men who 
the 

moat intluenoed/though~ ot atrope during the laat three-

quartera or a century, you would. have to include the name 

ot Leo Tbl.atoi. Menk::tnd has claimed h:llll. 

But this morning I wish to speak ot ~ lstoi 

not u the writer, the great creative artist, whose ameztng 

literary Tita11.ty, wlx>se veraat1I1ty, whose keen insight 

into human lite and in.to the motive or bnrnan conduct and 

into character, ha.ve astounded the world; that task belongs 

to the literary oritic,--I wish to speak this 111>rning ot 

~o1ato1 the religious thinker, the seeker, the moral guide 

1n the name or the man who wu a true kinsman or the prophets 

ot social righteousness ot all. time. 

You Will probably- recal.1 that 1n the latter 

balr or his i1te 'rol.noi turned troa l.iterature to relig10U8 

and social probJwa. !bare waa so much ot the prophet 1Jl 

hill, so muah ot the aooial retormer, that he could not remain 

content with the role ot a literary art1at, great ancl. mmaual. 

th0Up tha\ rol.e was 1n hia oaae. The wrongs ot a001et7 

aeemed to JIIOft hinv protoundl7; the exploitation and the 
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oppression ot the maaaea, their povert1, their ignorance, 

their miser,""; the prostitution ot U'Ue taith, the corruption. 
• 

ot the church, the tyranny ot pol.1 t 1 oa.l despot1811l, the 

orimea ot milltariaa and ot war, the perTersion ot true art 
ot the 

tor the clel.ectation/rash tew,--a11 these and many other 

wrongs ot aocial Ute stirred Tolnoi to his very depth, 

and made it llllpossibl.e tor him to pursue the even tenor o-r 

a calm and pleaaan'l lite?tary career. 

To1ato1 land his tellowmen as perhaps :tew 

men 1n. the last one hundrecl rears lo~manldn4. Ba love4 

them not with an attect1on which was intellectually acqu1re4; 

not beoauae ha tel. t he should love thElll, but he l.oved thelll. 

w1 th an lune~ unboundecl and ~•~, all-enocapassing lo'Ya. 

And all. human misery, whether it was caused by ignorance 

or caused by oruelt7, or caused by; poiitical ma1-admtntatra­

t1cm, or oauaed by the inevitabl.e ciroumatanou or tate,-­

all. human miaerr moved Ttilstoi,out him to the quick, robbed 

him o:t hi• peaoe or mind, and :rorced him out o:t his studio 

into the great arena o:t the world, where he became the 

ohaap1on ot the wrongecl, the spoJatsman ot the ciaims or 

Jmmanitr, the adTocate ot aii those- dis:tavored children 

ot God who stood 1D need ot an advocate. 

It may theretore be said that 'l!ol.ato1 wu, 

1n the latter halt ot his Ute, a lay' preacher rather thu1 

a great art1n. He wrote menr t1'cts o:t the subject or 

re11g1cm. '?her wm biting and lum1nan, and chal.lenging 

1n th••• traot• Toiatol denounced al.l the 



auperatitiona and the idolatries ot ohurchitiecl religion; 

exposed the 1rrat1onalit7 of some ot the dogmas ot orthodox 

rel.igion; bitarly arrayed the ohurch for the manner ill which 

it subjected and rtctilll1zed the oredulou masses; held it 

up to scorn tor the manner in which it allied itselt wi tit• 

a1l. those dark torcea wbioh exploited mankind, whether the 

state or the economio exp1o1ten ot society, and pointed . . 

to the aimp1e, clear, univeraai and .baaio principles ot 

true religion, and S1JlDl')t1ed men to return • 

.l. reading ot some of hia writings on rel.1g1on, 

such aa "IIY Ralig10Jl, • WWhat is Religion?• "lly- conression," 

the Gospel. 1n Brier,• and the mn,e-roua other tracts which he 

wrote on this theme, will reveal. to us Tolato1 not as a 

curious 11 tarateur who ia Yooationing a bit in the reala ot 

religious ideas; they will reveal to us a troubled and a 

tragic soul wrestlin6 in dead earnestness with those in­

escapable: spiritual problems ot lite, seeking deaperatelT 

tor some light in the darkness of his soul., tor eome spirit­

uu. aeouri tr and stability in the midst of the turbul.enoe 

ot hie sp1r1 tu-1 l.Ue. 

~la'toi was not always rel.iaioua, though he 

was born in.to a reiigioua household and reared 1Dto the 

religion ot hia people. A.a a young man he lett the church, 

1oat all.. interest 1n religion, retu.aed to at~end d1T1ne 

worship, aootted at the doctrines ot rel1g1011 and prooeeded 

to order his lite aa it religion didn't matter at al1; and 

his Jauth was one ot reckleaaneaa and aelt-1ndulgenoe. Ba 
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llldulged himself in all the delights ot the tl.eah, and lived 

the lite ot a sp1end:td aJtim~. But 'l'olatoi was no middle 

claae bourgeois content to live his lite amidst material 

comtorta and eaat and aelt-indulgence. He was an artist, 

a thinker-, and he needed a ph11osophy in lite in order to 

make Ure 11.nble, or, rather, he needed an art ot lite, tor 

he was supremely' the artist, and he soon tound that neither 

atheiaa nor agnoati.ciam nor ep1cur1Ul could aatiafT either 

hia analytical. llin<l or hts longing heart. 

So he turned baok to rel.igian and he began 

to the tai th 1n which he was born and reared, and 

he round it to be not only inadequate but opposed to every 

principle to which his Jllind aubscribe(I. He fomi.d that he 

could not accept either its r1tuu18lll or its Oopatiam. 

Be would not aooept anythhrg which reason and scienoe . 

rejected. .l.nd so very early in hie career 'rolato1 abandoned 

nearly ati or the dogmas ot orthodox Chr1stian1tr,--beliet 

in the diTinity ot ~esua; belief 1n the virgin birth; belief 

1n the tali ot man; belier 1n salvation through ta1th in 

:ruua; belief 1n the pl.enaIT inspiration, the literal 

accuracy ot scripture. He determined not to bui1d his 
• • spiritual.lite upon toundations ot sand. He decided to 

re-read the Bibl.e without any preoonoelved notions, without 

8ll1" oommentary or howtl.7, without any biu given to him ia 

h:la early education, and to his emazwnt and to his great 

.tor he tound 1n that book, when read with clear eyea, without 

pred1spoa1tton,--he tound 1a that book, 
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ot 1•• llOll•eaaential.a, the ta.1th which he was seeking and 

the we.7 or l.1te. 

He totmd in the teachings ot the prophets 

and 1n the teaohfng~ ot the Kaster ot Christianity tha~ l1te­

suata1ning, soul.-aatiatying taith to which, trom that moment 

on, he devoted himaelt ooJlll)letel.7 w1 th eve17 tiber in hi• 

sp1ritue.i being; and that taith AJmme~1zed in the brietest 

terms waa this: the unity and the equality ot all man before 

God, and the l.ove ot men tor his tell011Dl8n. That simp:Le 

tai th which Tol.stoi. claims ia at the heart ot eTery religion-­

the unity and the equality ot all men betore God, and the 

1cne ot man tor his tell.ollmen,--tha•~ to 'lol.atoi, became the 

BUii. and substance, the theme ancl the thesis ot religion. 

llow, :lJl order to attain to that pen-ection 

ot the true religious 1ite, 'rolato1 found that there are 

tive temptations which a man must oYercome, tin p1ttall.a, it 

you will, snares, in the way ot man's p11gr1mage to the city 

ot God, to the land ot beatitude.and spiritual serenity, and 

the tint ot theae he call.ad Pl!ide, which leacla to hate; pride 

ot position, pride ot weal.th, pride ot mind, pride ot heredity, 

pride ot raoe, pr1de ot achievement, --all. these are stwab:}.lng 

b1ocka in the way ot a man' s progress, tor they separate a 

llfm trom. hie fellowman; they establish inequality in human 

lite. Be aiana 1a aboTe others, said 'rol.ato1, who hmlblea 

bSmaelt betore othera and make• hf■a~lt the aerYant ot al1. 

:rn other wor4a, the way ot God 1a the way ot 

m■111ty. '"rhou haa'I been told, O man, what 1• good and wblt-=---l,.._-
--1-1--
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the Lord doth require or thee, to do justly, to love mercy 

and to walk h.umbl.y before God." "The meek shall inherit the 

earth.w Said Tol.atoi: "Everything that onoe seemed to me 

rt:ght and important,--honors, glory, civilization, wealth, 

the oompl.1cat1ons and refinements of lite, luxury, rioh 

tood, tine cl.othing, etiquette,--has become for me wrong 

and despicable. Rusticity, obscurity, poverty, austerity, 

simplicity or surroundings, or :rood, ot clothing, ot manners, 

all.. have now become to me right and important. w 

'rolstoi shared with the prlaitive Christiana 

and with th~ Jewish Essenes a suspioion ot wealth. wrt ia 

easier tor a camel to pass through the eye ot a needle than 

tor the rich man to enter the Kingd011t o-r God." He was 

himaelr a man ot means, and when maturing years and ripening 

judgments led hilit to aocept i1terall.y the JD0de of lite pre­

scribed by the rounder or Christianity, he decided to give 

away his wealth and to assume Toiuntary poverty,--which, by 

the way, was the ideal or the Christian Church right through 

the ages; and so he divided his property among his children, 

his wite, and proceeded to do the hard manual. labor ot a 

Russian moujik. T'o:Latoi waa rl).ther inconsistent. 1n this. 

While he legally surrendered his property to his tam11y, he 

continued to live in his home and 1n the midst ot his tam1J.t, 

and to partake of the oomtorts and the l.uxuries or lite; and 

T'olato1, woo was al.ways honest with hfmaalr, telt this in­

consistency keenly, and throughout the latter years ot hie 
. 

lite looked upon himsel.t aa being somehow trapped by a oha1n 
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ot oiroumatanoea over which he oould not have any control.. 

He te1'l himself imprisoned; the habits of a litetima were 

too strong tor hill, and the things whioh he had buil.ded up 

through his llte,--home and t'ami:ty and :friends and an 

eUYlromnent,--oould not be shaken ort in a trice; and so 

Tol..stol trequently com.plained in the latter years of his life 

of being imprisoned. He wanted to escape, to run away-, and 

the very last aot of his i1te was an aot or flight, at the 

age ot 82. He tled trom his estate, Yaanaya Polyana. He 
t 

'traveled quite aimlessly for hundreds ot miles b7 raii and 

wagon and horaebaok, tleeing, as it were, from his own doca 

or his own destlDT until illness overtook hill, and he died 

in some out ot the way oornar ot Rusa1a in a ll t tle red 

peasant hut. 

This last aot ot his lite is rather symbollo 

of the inner spiritual oontliot whioh was raging within hia 

all the time. Because he w-as atra1d ot weal.th and knew ot 

the shaokl.1ng powers ot wee.1th, 'rolatoi al.so bitterlT 

e.tt.aolced all ar~ and a1i literature, which he claimed bad 

succumbed to the ent ioemant a ot weal th, lb ioh he mai nta1ne4 

were serving the few rich instead of the great massea ot 

the world. Tolatoi ill his great eaaay on "What is an?"' 

•intaina that people, the ariatocrat .a ot the earth, 

invented a new philosophy tor art, namely, that art la 

1• baaed on beauty and 1• e1med to gin pleasure and 

happiness to human beings. That ia talae, aaya Tolatoi. 

!he aia of an 1a not to give pleasure; art la a Yitai 
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oond1t1on of human :lite, and 1 ta primary aim ia to se:rye 

aa a means ot communication between man and man, between 

one mind and another- mind, between one soul. and another sou1; 

a means of oommunioating the highest ideals ot perteotion 

from him who poaaesna it to him who may beoome possessed 

ot it, i:t that art 1s infectious enough to stimulate a 

love ot that ideal in the one who is to be possessed ot it. 

And ao To:tatoi declared art ia not, as the 

metaphysioians say, the man1testat1on of some my-aterioua 

idea oflmuty,orGod;it is not, as th& esthetioal physiologists 

aay, a game in whioh man lets oft his excess or stored up 

energy; it 'is not the expression ot man's emotions by 

external signs; it ia not the production ot pleasing objects; 

and,above all., it 1s not pleasure, but it is a means of 

union among men, joining them together 1n the same feeling 

and indispensable for the lite and progress towards well­

beins of individuals and ot hmoen1ty. 

A.rt to Tolato1 baa its aou:roe 1n the rel.1g1oua 

instinct. ~ the human r&oe, and therefore has a religious 

Jl:ission 1n lite, and its appeal must therefore be to the 

masses of the earth and not to the deca4ent tew; beoauae art 
. 

has become subserrlent to this falae philosoplq of beauty 

and pleasure, it baa lon, aooord1ng to 'l"ol.ato1, it• a11lpUo-: 

1t7, 1ta ainoerit7, ita eoope and its appeal.. 

'1'c>lato11• radical In hia judgment• of the 

artists ot the paa,, quite reTo1ut1cnary 1D hia estimation 

oe. the val.uee 1n. the wa!.d ot art. 'l'olatoi has ve:ey- 11 ttle 
-~--"'4-------
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use tor ancient philosophera, such as Sophoolea, iEaohylua, 

lbriptdea; nor is he much o-r an admirer ot Dante and Milton 

and Shakespeare; nor ot many or the works ot Raphael and 

Michael. Angeio; nor ot the music ot Bach, Beethoven and 

Wagner. Ot the music ot We.gner he aaid it was •nonseJ1.Sioal 

rabbi sh." He extols only those works which met this rigid 

gauge ot his; that the work must have a religious mott:r; 

mu.at stimulate the moral :reeling and thinking or me11, and 

so he parade a Unol..e 'l'om.' a crab in aa one or the great works 

ot art. George D.tot' a ""ldut Bede,• the nOTela ,or Dickens, 

the works ot Doatoyevsky, Victor Hugh' a "Lea Miserable a,• 

Soh:lil.ler' a works, --works or that tJPe and that type onl.7 

were admitted iato the pantheon ot true ar'I. which T"olatoi'a 

philosophy had builded. 

Ye may <litter with him. i'blatoi in all ot 

his ideaa was extrema and drove his thesis to ita ultimate, 

logical. oonolueion, but whether we agree with him or not, 
who 

•• aee in h:lll'. a m~ 1a udously atr1Ting to save art tor 

menktnd, and to drive trom the temple ot art all that ta 

sham and al..l that 1a unreal and all. that 1s neurotic and 

a1i that ia erot1o, but to emphasize the human, the un1ver.a­

aI., the moral note 1n art. 

The aeoond great temptation in the way or 

ap1rflual progress, aaoording to lbl.atoi, was lua'I and wanton 

desire., and 'l'"olato1 urs- a return to the ol& taahione4 

aoralitJ ot aooiety. Tolato1 bitterly denounce• all. tor11111 

of umaement wh1oh are Nxual. fn their appea1, whether ill 
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nonia or in the drama, or in music or ill painting and 

sculpture. 'rolatoi champions the ideal ot monogamy and the 

ideal. ot the sanctity ot the marriage relationship. 'ralatol 

was one ot the moat. outspoken opponents ot divorce, and 

throughout his writings one catches the Hebraic spirit; 

speaking concerning these basic human relationships. 

Om ot the finest things about To:latoi 1a 

his marvel-oua taith 1n the recreative power ot a hmmm 

being, in the possibility ot a man to rise trom dearadat1on 

and detea't and error to the heights ot subl.illlity. He knew 

atn; he had sinned himselt, and he lain all. the weakDeaaea 

and tu temptationa ot tl.esh, tor he bad suooUDLbed to them 

htms'9lt. But he a:tso Jcnew, because he experienced it again 

1D his own lite, the oapaoit7 ot a man by dint ot will and 

aelt-diaolpline to rise above h1rnse1t, as it were, to 

resurrect himself spiritually-; and some ot the moat 

resplendent and appealing characters in that crowded 

galaxy ot men and women who '.rolstoi painted 1n hia marval.oua 

work• are just theaa resurrected soul.a. No one who ha.a 

ever rea_d WReaurreoti on,~ tor example, will ever forget that 

tragic and yet hero1o aun•rd p1lgr1mege ot PrinBe Dhlrltrl 

and the peaaa.nt girl. Katuaba, and no one who hu read tha~ 

great drmaat "The Po1111tr ot Darlmeaa,"' wUl.. ever torget that 

cl.osing aoene, when 1'1k1t.a, the young peasant, who had 

aimlecl groaair and had been tempted into committing the 

Tilesl orime■, r1ae■ 1n one gl.orlou• JIIClllent to a supreme 

ao\ ot conreaa1on, remmofat1on and 
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apita ot that Buaai.an spir:t.t ot tata:Liaa and deteat1am in 

h1a works, one t'inda too that. illTino~ble faith in man'a 

ponr to transcend himseU and to riae to higher levela • 

The third great temptation is the taking o~ 

an oath. rn thia 'rolatoi shares the vie,& ot the Quakers 

and or the early Christiana. "Let your speech be 'aye, aye• 

or 'nay, nay' and all that is more than that is ot ertl..." 

Now the tmpiioations ot this position are tremendous. Thia 

DLeana that a man ia not to near al1egianoe to his state, 

or to his country,or to his king,or to his emperor. Thia 

means tha~ a man 1B not to submit his judgment betorehand 

to the authority ot any c,&'bel!' one, or to the judgment or 

any other one. 'l'hia means that a man must always retain 

moral- treedom and the right ot .exercising moral judgment 

1n the race ot the state or the gr.oup ·or the maseea. 

~oiato~ maintains that one ot the devices used by priTilege 

and power was to ensiave men by oaths ot t1del1ty and 

allegiance, thereby robbing them ot the right to exercise 

their own judgments at oritioal. momenta. 

hd the fourth great temptation is viol.enoe. 

Ot this Tc>l.atoi wrote much and much that was impress1'91l and 

protound. 'l'olatoi., like J'eaua, like Ghandi, waa a pacitia'l. 

Be opposed the use ot toroe even tor the attainment er moral. 

ends. i'olatoi. in. his youth had been a soldier ln the- armies 

ot the czar. He tought in the 0-J-:fJDMn. war. Be tmw war 1D 

all. 1ta horrors, and be depicted the horror■ ot war aa no 

one betore hlnt and n.o one ainoe ill his 1111JD0:rtal epio "War 
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and Peaoe.tf'. But with hia advanciq yeara and hia 

intellectual development he came to bate war, and not only 

war but al1 torma ot human vioience and all rorms ot human 

institutions which exercised control onr men b-7 torce and 

by authority. Said '?'olatoi: wr could 110t, as I once did, 

delibera.tel.7 resort to Tiolence and seek to Justify my 

action w1 th the pretext that 1 t is indespenaable tor 

c!e~enae ot my personan:1 property-, or the peraons:d property ot 

others.~ That wasn't all. Be toll.owed his idea to the 

bitter end. ltI cannot take part with any power which has 

tor an object th& defense ot men and their property by 

Tiolence. I oannot be a judge,or take part in a trial., or 

an ott1oer, or take part in the exercise ot any jurisdiction 

whatever. I can no l:Dnger encourage others ln the support 

ot tribunal.a or in the exercise ot authoritative 

adm1n1strat1an..w Ot course this is a1i philosophic 

anarohia; 11.&.nd it is meant tor the spir1 tuall7 elite, tor 

the aristocrats ot the sou~; it ia not good tor human da11T 

rood.• 

'.tol.ato1 tried to a1mpllty lite; but lite 

oannot be s1m.pllt1ed. ~e is much more inTolved than 

~o:tato1 imagined, and society is much more heterogeneous 

and tar too baolcward and tar too contused and enlaqle4 to 

lin by auoh a aimple doctrine ot non-rea11tanoe. But it 

should be remembered that the ohoioeat apll'1ta ot the Jluman 

race trom the beginning or till8 harbored Just such doctrines · 

or non-reaiatanoe ot aplrltua:L or philosophic 
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Tbl.stoi defended pacifism. 

sect by the name or Doukbobors, a seot which refused to 

acoept military service, was treated brutally by the Coasaaka. 

Many of them. were kill.ed; manw ot them were banished, exiled 

to Siberia, and they turned in their despair to their friend 

and Champion, T01sto1, and Tol_stoi used his amazing gifts to 

win the world sympathy for them, · so that the cranadian 

government was persuaded to permit these Doukhobors to 

settle in Canada, and they migrated from Russia and settled 

in Manitoba.. 

Lastly, the fifth temptation in the way ot 

manrs spirituaI devel~pment To1sto1 called false patriotism, 

the distinction between natives and foreigners, between 

foreigners and compatriots, between mine and his. Tolstoi 

knew all the horrors of race hatred and race suspicion and 

race rivalry and national chauvinism; and so he declared: 

nr know now that this temptation consists in the erroneous 

belief that my welfare is connected onl.y with the welfare 

of my countrymen, and not with the welfare of' all mankind. 

r kn.ow now that my unity with others cannot be shut ott- by 

a frontier~ or by a government decree which decides that I 

beiong to this or that nation. I know now that ali men are 

everywhere brothers and equals. When I think now or al.1. the 
. 

evi~ that I have done as a consequence or national enmities, 

I see cleariy that it is all due to that gross imposture 

called patrioti~,--iove for one's native iand. What once 

seemed to me right and important,--love tor my country, iove 
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tpr my own nation, for my empire, for military exploits, 

now seem to me repulsive and pitiable; what onoe seemed 

to me shameful and wrong,--renunciation of nationality,and 

the cultivation of oosmopol1tan1sm,--now seem to me right 

and important. I cannot recognize states or peoples; I can 

take no part in any quarrels between peoples and states. 

~hus Tolstoi became one ot the great leaders 

ot the last century in cosmopolitanism. One may question 

his philosophy of cosmopolitanism, but one cannot but revere 

that frontier eradicating that boundary, that transcending 

love for human beings which motivated him. He knew no dis­

tinction between Slav and Teuton, and Teuton and Anglo-Saxon, 

and Anglo-Saxon and Latin; he knew no distinction between 

Jew and Christian, and when that terrible pogrom or 1903 

occurred, the Kishiner pogrom., Tolstoi spoke the word or 

courage and hurled defiance at his own government and held 

it accountable and responsible for the horrors of that 

pogrom, and accused his governnent ot manipulating that 

pogrom in order to turn the attention of the populace from 

the revolutionary movements which were in the a:tr, and f'rom 

the disaster upon the Japanese front. 

Tolsto1 was a great friend or the Jews in 

RUssia at a time when they needed friends and advocates. I 

want to read to you something which he said, first about 

anti-Semitism, then what he said about the Jew. "TO look 

people like wild beasts in a cage," said Tolstoi, "to 

surround them with d1 sgraoetul laws, as in an immense ci rous, 
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ror the sole revolting purpose to let loose the murderous 

mob upon them whenever practicable for st. Petersburg, that 

is terrible! terrible! .Anti-Semitism is a mad passion, akin 

to the lowest perversities of diseased human nature. It 

is the will to hate.~ 

And of the Jewish people Tolstoi said this, 

and his words will remain forever treasured by a race which 

had through its long ·and tragic career all too few men who 

spoke ords of such truth and such aff'ecti on for it. "11ha t 

is a Jew?tt asks Tolstoi. "This question is not at all so 

odd as it seems. Let us see what kind ot a peculiar creature 

the Jew is, which all the rulers a nd all nations have to­

gether and separately abused and molested, oppressed and 

persecuted, trampled and butchered, burned and hanged,--and 

in spite ot all this is yet alive! What is a Jew, who has 

never allowed himselt to be led astray by all the earthly 

possessions which his oppressors and persecutors constantly 

offered him, in order that he shou1d change his faith and 

rorsake his own Jewish religion? 

""The .Tew is that sacred being who has brought 

down tram heaven the everlasting fire, and has illumined with 

it the entire world. He is the religious source, spring and 

fountain out or which all the rest of the peoples have drawn 

their beliefs and their religions. 

"The .Tew is the pioneer ot i1berty-. Even in 

those olden days when the people were divided into but two 

distinct classes, slaves and mastera,--even so long ago had 

-l5-



the law ot Moses prohibited the practice or keeping a person 

in bondage for more than six years. 

"'The :rew is the pioneer of civilization. 

Ignorance was condemned in olden Palestine more even than it 

1 s today in of.villzed EUrope. Moreover, in those wild and 

ba.rberous days, when neither lite nor the death or anyone 

counted for anything at all., Rabbi Akiba did not refrain 

from expressing himself openly against capital. punishnent, a 

practice which 1s recognized today as a highly oiv111zed 

way of punisbnent. 

1tTb,e :rew is the emblem or civil. and re llgious 

toleration. 'Love the stranger and the sojourner,' Moses 

commanded, 'because you have been strangers in the land or 

Egypt.' And this was said in those remote and savage times 

when the principal ambitio~ or the races and nations con-

sisted 1n crushing and ensl.aving one another. As concerns 

religious toleration, 1:ne Jewish faith is not onl.y far rrom 

the missionary spirit or converting people of other denomin­

ations, but on the oontrary the Talmud connn.ands the Rabbis to 

infom and ex:p1a1.n to everyone who willingly comes to accept 

the Jewish religion, all the difficulties involved in its 

aooeptanoe, and to point out to the would-be proselyte that 

the righteous of a1i nations have a share in immortality. 

Of such a iorty and ideal re11g1aas toleration not even the 

moralists or our present day, 1t says Tolsto1, "oan boast."' 

And lastl.y, "The J'ew is the embl.em ot eternity. 
Ha whom neither slaughter nor torture thousands of years coul4 

destror, he whom neither fire nor sword nor inquisition was 
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able to wipe otf from the face ot the earth; he who was 

the first to produce the oraolea ot God; he who has been f'or 

ao long the guardian of prophecy.and who transmitted it 

to the rest of the wor1d,--auch a nation cannot be deatroyed. 

The~•• ia everlasting aa is eternity itself.• 

This is ~oistoi> rq friends, the lover of 

God and of man; the TOice of the masses, the flaming spirit 

of righteousness aga1nat hierarchy and dynasty and all the 

powers of darkneaa. Hia way through lite was a hard ~Y• 

'!'he truths he came by he came by through his heart blood 

and his soul. neat, and the truths which he proclaimed to 

mankind were proclaimed in the midst ot the most Tilla,Qua 

of censorship or ohurch and state; 1n the mid.at of espion­

age and aurve1l.1anoe and persecution; and, moat important 

of all, the truths which he came by- came and went. Tolato1 

never quite suooeeded in entering the promised land or 

peace, security and serenity, callll and peace of soul. He 

had f'ound God 1n the aervioe of God, it is true, but the 

T1sion ot God for moat men is a passing Tision; it comes 

and it goes, and there ia a moment of great 1llnminat1on 

and revelation, but there are days and years of darkness 

when a man 1s without Tision and without light. 

~ the very last the soul. of 'rolstoi was 

a battlefield upon which there rased, as there raged through­

out his i1te, forces opposed to one another,--the tleah 

against the spirit, habit against conTiotion, the ideal. 

against the real. Senai tive a■ he waa, he telt keenl.7, 
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bleedingl.y, U rou will, this oontiiot w1 thin. hill. Bu~ 

perhaps because ot that very contlict, and because he 

groped with bl.eed1ng handsand tom :reet to the far of"r 

shrine o:r d1T1n1ty, and because when the truth did come to 

ht.a he made it manitest to the whole wor1d, and spoke as 

tew men ever spoke, out or lOTe which was given w1tb:>ut 

stint, and aervioe which was given without measure; spoke 

for al.1 the denied and the dispossessed, tor all. the weary 

and the heavi~y laden of the earth,--beoause ot that 

mankind today pays tribute to this titan spiri ~, the 

hundredth anniversary of whose birth occurs this year. 

Of auoh a man the Rabbis truly aaid, "The 

righteous and noble among the Gentiles have an equai share 

1n the world to come.• ~lato1 has become one ot 

m.anlttnd' a fmmortal.. sona. 

----e-
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DAY OCTOBER 2 , 192 

10:30 . 

RABBI SILVER 
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. Toi toi- The Soul of us 1a 

l Silver.DD. 
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• Leon I.Feuer 
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1 he P ycholog of l{cligion 

Fir t of Series of Eight Lecture on the Religions of ~lankind 
Monday Evening, October 29th, 8 P. M. 

j\,[AHLER H LL 
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Temple Men's Club Annual Ladies' ight 
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on 
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Gue t of Honor and Spe ker 
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of 
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ing on \Vc<ln af ... TOY. 
14th. Th<• :t<l ,·ill · r l 
hY th wt•H-kn )hi <·ator 
aiHl author l r. , nu ·h wl-
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111 UH mor~· of motht.•r , 'a rn h Kutt nn u •r an 1 
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The Jew is that sacred being ho haa brou ht down from 
heaven the everl tin fire, and has illumined 1th it the 
entire world. I e is the reli ioua source, spring, d fount in 
out of hich 11 the rest of the peoples h ve drawn their 
beliefs and their reli ions. 

Th J~• is the pioneer of liberty. ven in those olden 
days, when the people were divided into but two dietinot 
cl ases, slaves and masters - even so lon o h~d the la• 
of oses prohibited the pr tice of keepin person in bond e 
for more th n six ye rs. 

The J is the pione r of civiliz tion. Ignor oe was 
condemned in olden P lestine more even than it is tod yin 
civilized urope. 

The Jew is the emblem of civil nd religious toleration. 
•Love the stran er d the sojourner• , os s comm ds, 1beo ~se 
you h ve been stran rain the land of ypt.• And this a aid 
in those remote d s v e times hen the princip l ambition of 
the r cea and n tions consisted in crushin d ensl ving one 

other. As oonc rns reli ious toler tion, the Jewish faith 
is not only far from the 1ss1on ry spirit of convertin people 
of other deno in _tione, but on the contrary the T lmud comm de 
the R bbis to inform and explain to every one who illin ly 
comes to accept the Jewish rel1 ion, 11 the diff ioultiea involved 
in ita ocept oe, nd to point out tot ould-be proselyte th t 
the ri hteous ot ' 11 na tion h ve hr in immortality. Of 
such lofty i de l r 11 ioue toler tion not even the or lists 
of our pr sent day c bo st. 

Th J w is the emblem of eternity. He hom neither el u hter 
nor torture of thousands of ye e could destroy, be hom neither 
fire nor sword nor 1nqu1s1t1on w s ble to ipe of from the fa.oe 
of thee th, he who s the f irst to ro uoe the oracles of od, 
he who hr s been f or o lon the guardi n of prophecy, nd who 
tr emitted it to t he rest of the orld - suoh nation cannot be 
destroyed. The Je ie everl stin as is eternity itself. 

Leo Tolstoy 
TH T TUR?. 

To look people like wild bests in o e, to surroun t 1 with die-
r ' oeful 1 e, sin immen e oirou ,for th sole revoltin purpose 

to let loose the murderous mob upon th m henever pr otic ble f or t. 
Petersbur -terrible,t rribl I 
Anti-Semitism is m d p esion, kin to th low st perversities of 
diseased hum n ture. It is the 111 t o h te. 
The mperior dri e honest ti- mite. One ay,the T lmud 
records, on his journey in the st, Jew p ased the Imperi 1 tr in 
nd s luted th mperior. e b ide 1 self 1th r . You, 

Jew, t reet the mp i:.torl You shell p y f or this 1th your life.• 
In the course of the sam d y oth r J w p saed him, d,warned by 
ex ple,he d id not reet ri • 'You, Jew, e top ea th peror 
without a r etin t he rily exol med. 'You b ve forfeited your life.• 

o his stoni ed courtiers he replied: •I h te the Jews. h tenr 
they do, I f in 1ntoler ble. I th refore m·ke use of y pretext to 
destroy them.• 

o re au nti- m1tea. 
Lo Tol toy,1904. 




