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"THE DEMOCRAT! C IMPULSE IN J'E IISH m STORY." - ----------- ----
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER . 
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I selected to write and to speak or the 

theme "The Demooratio Impulse in Jewish History" because 

the oonv1ot1on has been growing upon me in recent yeara 

that not enough stress has been laid by students upon the 

role which demooraoy, the principle, or, as I ohoose to 

oall it, the impulse ot ·demooracy, played throughout Jewish 

history, and that suftioient stress has not been lai~ upon 

what I regard as perhaps the outstanding contribution ot 

Israel to the thought ot mankind--democracy. Democracy 

not only in the political lite but in the social, the 

eoonomio, the religious lite as well. 

When our roretathera appeared on the 

trontiera ot Canaan ready to begin their amazing career 

in the world as an historic people 1n the oase or Israel, 

they had already been rashioned and moulded by oowitleaa 

centuries or desert lite. You know, ot course, our fore-

fathers betore they came to Palestine were nomadic peoples 

wandering through the great Arabian desert tor endless 

centuries. The home of our toretathers was that great 

mysterious land known aa the Arabian desert, the Arabian 

wilderness. 

Now, in the desert there are no kinga. In 

the desert to thie day there iJI_DO ariatocrfWhO~ birJ:h or 
ot wealth; no m111tar7 h1eraroD.7, no prieai T 11r&ron7. 

The leader ot the tribe was tm ahota, the primua inter pare■--
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the first among equals. Among wandering tribes there ia 

a rude elementary democracy, and our people was fashioned 

and moulded by that democratic spirit for endless oyclea 

ot time betore they came into the settled agricultural 

lite o t Palestine, and they never lost that desert tradi­

tion ot equality and mutuality. 

I would like to have you bear this thought 

in mind. Throughout their history to this very day-, our 

people, which had been imbued through countless eenerationa 

with a demooratio passion, never quite lost it throughout 

its checkered and turbulent career. When our roretathera 

entered Palestine, and for some centuries or turbulent 

conquest and settlement, they lived without rulers and 

without kings. Whenever an em.er ency presented itselt and 

hey were compelled to ward ott an 1nV$d1ng enemy, they 

would choose one ot their numbers to be their ahofa, their 

judge, their leader, who led them into battle. When the 

emergency was over that shota, that judge, that leader, 

returned to common civil lite. There was no king in Israel. 

It was only with the menace or a new and 

desperate enem.y,--the Ph111st1nea--that the scattered 

tribe• or Israel in Palestine were compelled to consolidate, 

and it waa then that the demand arose on the part ot the 

people tor a king. "Let ua be like all other -people. Let 

ua have a king who will be the symbol ot our unity." At 

that time the prophet Samuel was the Judge, the abota, and 

wmn the:, oame to him and asked tor a king Samuel wa■ 
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' outraged. It was unheard ot that the children or Israel, 

these freeborn men ot the desert, should permit themselves 

voluntarily- to be enslaved by a '"king and a dynasty, and he 

told them that their demand tor a kins was an apostasy trom 

God; it was a culpable mimicry ot the heathen. He told 

them that the ki~ will enslave thElll. He pointed out to 

them what these exploitations and these apc,liations ot 

royalty are. He warned them not to ask tor a king, and 

through Samuel that genius ot the race, that democratic 

genius of the race spoke. But necessity compelled 

Samuel to yield to the clamor ot the people, and they 

chose a king. 

But the king in Israel, trom the time ot 

Saul to the time ot the last king, Zedekiah, never, never 

occupied that role ot Oriental potentate and despot which 

was held by the kings ot Egypt, ot Assyria, or Babylon, ot 

Syria or the other kings o~ antiquity. Frequently you 

read in the Bible ot revolutions and rebellion; _trequently 

you read in the Bible that the prophet, who was the mon1 tor 

ot that desert tradition or freedom, denounced the king to 

his taoe; and it was in the naim or a law greater than that 

or royalty that Samuel raced Saul, tmt Nathan denounced 

David, that Shema1ah imprecated RehoboaJll, that Elijah 

ouraed Ahab, and that Jeremiah pronowioe4 doom upon King 

Zedekiah, beoauae "he hearkened not to the voice ot the 

prophet a peaking in the name or God. " 

The king in I■rael waa alway■ subject to the 



same moral law binding upon common man. There was no king 

worship in Israel. That is very signitioant because among 

all the peoples ot antiquity the king was worshipped aa 

divine. Thus the king, the Pharaoh ot the Egyptian, was 

always addressed in the following terms: "Lord of heaven, 

lord ot earth, sun, lite ot the whole orld, lord ot time 

(remember, this is addressed to a human being, the king), 

oreator or the harvest, maker and fashioner of mortals, 

giver ot lite to all the host ot goda." Thia is how an 

Egyptian king was addressed. 

The king ot Israel was denounced by a prophet. 

The highest compliment whioh the Bible oan pay to a king 

1a this: that he did tnat whioh is pleasing in the eight ot 

God. And when the Syrian general Naaman oame to the Hebrew 

king to cure him of leprosy, th1nlf1ng that the Hebrew king 

possessed the same divine attributes that the king ot other 

p plea were sai to poaseaa, the Hebrew king replied: 'What 

am I, a. God to kill or to make alive?" You will understand 

exactly hat I mn trying to emphasize this morning when you 

contrast this point of view ot Israel as regards royalt7 

with that ot the enlightened and the advanced Greeka--Plato 

and Aristotle, the ti.neat tlower ot Hellenic thought. Plato 

in hia "Republio"' declared that the ideal polity waa a 

m.onarohy and that the ideal ruler waa a king, who s at 

the same time a aoldier and philosopher. Aristotle 

maintained that kingship 1a the moat diviae and primary torm 

ot pGl.itioal organization. And when you oontraat Plato &D4 
~~~.--~-
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Aristotle with Samuel, who looks upon kingship as apostasy 

tram God, you will realize the essential ditterenoe in 

outlook between Israel and other people. 

After the first Babylonian exile, or arter 

the tirst destruotion and the Babylonian exile, when our 

forefathers returned f'rcm Babylonia to Palestine and 

rebuilt t heir country, they had no kings at all, and for 

hundreds ot years, tor nearly a halt of a millennium, they 

governed themsel vea by the poli tioal autonomy they possessed, 

they themselves exercised. They had no king. And tb:en 

there was a short interlude ot the Hasmonean dynasty, wh1oh 

lasted for a oomparat-ively short time, and then the second 

destruotion or the Temple took plaoe, and Israel was exiled 

:rrom Palestine, and now for nearly nineteen hundred years 

Israel has 11vad,soattered to the four corners ot the earth, 

a fairly united, a ta1rly integrated people, but possessing 

no king and no potentat~ and no pope, no central authority 

in the hands or a privileged group or a privileged 

individual. That 1a an amazing thing. For Israel lived 

during these last nineteen hundred years not as a host ot 

gypsies without any internal organization or control or 

diaoipline; there was a ve-ry strong inner control and 

inner d1so1pl1ne, but it was not a control superimposed by 

a reigning family or a feudal lord or by a religious auto-

It was the authority Toluntarily asa\lD.ed by people 

in a demoorat1o organization. For Israel believed--and 

this 1a essential to a underatandi~ ot our religion-Israel 



believed that every human being had a worth and a dignity 

oompe.rable to the worth and the dignity ot the highest 

human being, and therefore Israel declared: "All the 

children of Israel are sons ot kinga!" 

No there is a profound thought in that 

phrase 'to look upon every human being, the hwnblest ot 

the humble and the lowliest ot the low, as the son or a 

king, a prinoe, is to get a totally different oonoeption 

ot lite than those peoples 1m who enslavedmilliona, and 

wm had oastea and gradations and social atrat1ti oation. 

Israel established a perfect equality, a basia, a level 

or aupremaoy tor all human beings. 

When you leave the r alm or the political 

and enter the real.m or the eoonom1o, you find that same 

autooratio implilae at work. When you read your Bible, 

when you come aoross the numerous sooial legislations 

enacted to protect the individual against exploitation, 

against monopoly, against the loss or patrimony--and the 

Bible is tull ot these progressive legislations; I say 

progressive beoause they were tar in advanoe or their day, 

and they are tar in advance or our day,--thoae manelousl7 

progressive soo1al legislations ot the Bible, when you read 

th m you will understand them onlly as you know that book, 

and that 1a the tremendous conv1ot1on that all ht1man being• 

are entitled to the same r1ghta and privilege■ and oppor­

tunitiea. For unto me (God) are th oh1ldren of Iarael 

alavea; th 



Unless you bear this taot in mind, that in 

the soul or Israel there as always a vibrant, demooratio 

passion, you will not understand the prophets ot Israel 

at all; because it s in the name or that imperishable 

and invincible desert tradition of democracy that the 

prophets of Israel denounced the oppressors ot mankind, 

those wm ground t .. e :races o r the poor and turned aside 

the way or the humble. It as in the name ot that demo-

orat ic principle that they wielded the soorpion whip ot 

their -rtJry upon all those who exploited their fellowmen, 

and it is in the name of that tradition of equality and 

human responsibility that they ohampioned the cause or the 

denied and the disposse aed and the broken and beaten ot 

lite; and th t same demooratia 1n iple is essential tor 

an understanding or the entire religious history ot Israel. 

The hole struggle between the priest and 

the prophet whioh r1nge through the pages ot the Bible 1■ 

oomprehensible only as you remember that the priest 

represented a privil ged olaaa, and that the prophet waa 

the spokesman or the Jewish laity. He challenged the 

prerogatives and the privileges of the priesthood. Prophecy 

in Iarael, my tr1enda, was not relY. a protest a ainst 

idolatry. It as that. It as not merely a protest 

against the supremacy or primacy or ritual and cult in 

religion. It •a that. Prophecy was not only the upreach­

ing ot a aena 1 ti Te soul ot the race "tor the ingdom o t God. 

It waa that. But it waa something more, too. Pr~heOJ' 
_,,_ 
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1n Israel was the passionate orying ot t e Je 1sh layman 

tor full lay part1o1pat1on and leadership in the lite ot 

the people. 

The priest maintained that he 1s to be 

the teacher ot the law. Well and good. Let him teach the 

law. But so may a layman not ot Aram.aio temily, not or the 

priestly tamily, become a teacher ot the law and the liter­

ature in the religious lite ot the people, provided he is 

prepared tor it; provided he has prepared himaelt for that 

tunotion. You will probably reoall rrom the reading ot 

your Bible that story ot the rebellion ot Korah. That is a 

story that has been frequently misunderstood. We hear or a 

rebellion against Moses led by a man named Korah, and yet 

when you read the chapter or t he Bible closely, analytically, 

we find in that story an amazing revelation or just that ot 

whioh I am speaking. 

Who were the rebels under the leadership ot 

Korah? They were not a non-desori _t people. The Bible 

speaks or them as the eleot men or the group, men or renown. 

What was their complaint? 'And they assembled themeelve• 

together ai;a:lnst Moaea and against Aaron'' ( whose name a are 

ot courae here uaed by the priestly scribe ror hia own end■) 

--these prinoea ot the oongre ation, these men or renown, 

the•• leader■ ot the laity aasembled themselves and said 

unto Moae1 and unto Aaron, who are here assumed to be the 

representatives or the priestly olas■: ""Ye take too mu.oh 

that all the oo~egation are holy 

-a-



every one or them, and the Lord is among them; ,,herefore, 

then, 11ft ye up youraelvee before the assembly of the Lord." 

The whole congregation 1s holy, not merely 

the priest. There you have one retlex of that bitter 

struggle that was wa ... ed through the ages between the class 

and the masses or the people. When, later on, two laymen, 

Eldad and Modad, began to prophesy in the oamp, Joshua 

oried unto Moses, "Moses, shut them in!" Here are laymen 

trespassing. They dare to prophesy. Thay have no right. 

Moses replied: "Art thou jealous ror me? Would that the 

whole people of the Lord were prophets, and that God, the 

sp1r1 t ot God were upon them." 

That same strug~e between demooraoy and 

autoara.oy ia retlaoted again in th oenturies old struggle 

between the Pharisees and the Sadduoees, those tno Jewish 

sects ot Israel in the oenturies before the destruotion ot 

the second Temple. What was the struggle between these two 

aeots? Why, it was simply this: the Sadduaees, wbo, as 

the name indicates, were the party of the priesthood, main­

tained that the priests were the. sole monitors ot religion 

and the sole legislator■ 1n matters ot religion; that laymen 

had no right to trespass. The Pharisees, who represented 

the masses, whose rallying plaoe was the synagogue, just aa 

the Sadduoeea• rall7ing place was the tomple,--the Pharisee■ 

maintained that God gave to all the law and the sanctuary. 

"The Torah which God gave unto us is the heritage ot the 

whole houae ot Israel." And that everr l ~an, everr hU~rn~an~~--4-~-=-==~-• 
~~--t,-,=----
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being has a right to read the law, to teach the law, to 

interpret the law, to evolve new lawa than the existing 

law to meet the advanced needs ot lite. 

This is signitioant because this attitude on 

the part ot the masses ot Israel that the Torah was given 

to all, not merely to a small group or runot1onar1es, led 

to a remarkable ract in Jewish lite. The Jewish people was 

the tirst to establish a universal system of education, ror 

young and old, for rich and poor. Josephus two thousand 

years ago makes the statement: "Our chie:f concern is to 

educate our children well." And there was hardly a town in 

ancient Israel, 1n Palestine, that oould not boast ot a 

school or ot en academy, and int ot, the town hich did not 

have a teacher and a school was looked upon as a curse. 

Learn.1118 was democratized. There was no 

small group at the top that monopolized learning and study 

and religious authority, and handed down its decisions to 

the masses. The tai th and the lore and the learning ot 

Israel became the possession ot the whole house ot Israel; 

am .that has continued to this day. When people tell you 

that Jews are 1nd1v1dual1ats; when people tell you that Jewa 

are more or less rebellious; when people tell you that Jewa 

question always, tllat is part and parcel ot a racial 

temperament whioh haa been developed through endless 
oenturiea ot education. Every indiTidual Jew was 

enoouraged to be an 1nd1 vidualiat, to be an authority by 

h11maelt. 

-10-



Bad I the time I would indioate to you how 

auoh great movements in the :Middle ·.Agee as Karaism, the 

movement or the Soripturalista, those who challenged the 

authority or the Rabbis, who denied the authority or the 

Talmud, who claimed that our only authority is the Bible,-­

how that movement, just as the mystio movement in Israel 

during the Middle Ages, both had their source in thia 

demooratio passion or the people. 

Had I the time I should indioate to you how 

·a great movement like Chass1d1sm, the movement ot the 

Chassidim, in the last 150 years also had its roots in the 

demooratio lite or the people. For at that time, 150 years 

ago, in Eastern Europe, the Rabbis had beoome an ariatooratio 

olass possessing great power an influence in Jewish lite, 

and they looked upon those who were not rabbinic acholara 

with a certain amount ot contempt. The masses ot the people, 

who aould not, beoauae they did not have the time, devote 

themselve■ to rabbinic dialeotioa and to the finesse ot 

rabbl.nio speoulation, telt themselves sort ot excluded trom 

the house ot Israel. There arose a great movement alll)ns 

the masses, led by Israel Bal Shem, who said that real 

ludaiam 1a not this dry, sunless, cold legalism or the 

Rabbia. Real Judai■m 1s the warmth and the passion ot 

taith, and that belongs to everybody. The easenoe ot 

ludaiam 1a to worship God with a1noer1ty and without any 

aubtlety, he said. And like w1ldt1re a vut moTement 

nept through the great masaea ot Israel known aa the 

•ll-



movement ot the Chassidim, wh1oh was nothing more than 

an upthrust ot the same ever-present demooratio passion 

or the raoe olaiming that the glories or tai th belong to 

all, --to the rich and the poor, to the learned and the 

unlearned,--to all. 

There is this one 1'1nal thought I should 

like to leave 1th you. You have heard it said that liberal 

Juda1811l emphasized the ideal or the mission ot Israel, and 

some or our lum1nant tallows or the intelltgentaia have, in 

reoent years, eleoted to make sport ot this ideal ot the 

mission ot Israel, thinking t reby to attaok liberal 

Judaism at its most vulnerable point. o the faot or the 

matter is that liberal Judaism plaoed itselt in direct line 

or descent rrom the prophets and t Phari■eea in making 

the ideal ot the mission or Israel tooal in its ideology. 

Beoauae what is this ideal of the mission or Israel? It 

is nothing but demooraoy applied to religion. That's all 

it 1• in its profoundest impl1oat1ona. Among all peoples 

ot antiquity there was a small olass known as the priestly 

olasa, wbo wee looked upon as possessing a oertain propheoy, 

moral atatua, a certain exclusive aanotit7. You know that 

to be true among all people a. The prieat waa singled out 

a■ a man possessing a higher degree or aanotity and holine■a 

than the rest or the peopl. ll, the sen1u or Iarael 

wClUld ~ot tolerate that diatinotion; the geniua ot Iarael 

maintained that it there waa anything at all to thia oonoept 

~------o_t hol1ne■■ in lit , it }lumen beige oan raiae to a leTel 

-18-
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or holiness in lite, then that holiness is the prerogative 

not ot the tew but ot all. And so the democrat1o genius 

ot Israel placed aa its goal to make or the 1hole people 

at Israel "a kingdom of priests and a holy people. 

No that waa an amazing and revolutionaey 

conoep\. Among no people in antiquity or in this day do 

you find this thought dominant: that a whole people, mind 

you,--not merely a tew 1th1n the people, but a whole people, 

young and old, men, omen and children, are to become 

priests oft e living God, holy men devoted to an ideal. 

Th t 1s the ide ot the ooTenant or Israel. God made a 

oovenant 1th the wmle people or Isr el to be his emissarie , 

his missionaries, hia pokeamen, hia p?'9phets in the orld. 

Now it may be th are no longer fit to 

be God's spokesmen in the world. I don't know. It may be 

that the time has come tor us to abandon our historic role 

ot a covenanted, oonsecrated people. It may be that we no 

longer have t e desire or the ill or the capacity to 

tunotion as the shook troopa or _the Almighty. That may b 

ao. But we must . al aya remember that we cannot re-write 

history or revamp that which he.a already taken plaoe. Wha, 

ha been is. The Jew throughout the ages d d oonoeive ot 

himaelt •• a oO'ltenanted people, as being subjected to a 

mission in lite. That miasion waa the work not of the 

Rabbi ■ but ot the hole people. hy our synagogue? What 

was it but l '• institution? A.t the altar any layman 

Up and worship and lead the oongregation 1n 
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prayer; at the reading or the Torah any layman or olean 

hands and pure heart could come up and read; to preaoh to 

a congregation any layman qualified to do so • 

That demooratio religious conception you 

tind amng no people in the world, and that is the most 

exalted expression or the genius or our race. Whenever ten 

people met they could build a synagogue; they could take a 

room and convert it into a synagogue--anywhere. We have no 

sacramental1sm in Jewish life. The whole people became a 

people of prieata. Where liberal Judaism appeared, where 

it made its great mistake, was not in retaining the ideal 

or the mission of Israel; not in challenging every Jew to a 

type of lite consistent with the r~le of a religious teacher 

and leader. Where it made the gre~t mistake was in under­

estimating the importanoe or the people of Israel, the group 

discipline. It spoke of the mission ot Israel but it forgot 

to preserve or to develop a mode or living which would con­

stantly remind the Jews that they are a covenanted and a 

conaeorated people. 

Liberal Judaism began under the incantation, 

the 1nnuence or the ideaa ot the French Revolution,-­

liberty, equality, fraternit7. People at the close ot the 

eighteenth oentur7 and the beginning or the nineteenth 

century, when mission retorm. Judaism. began, aotually believed 

that the great day or JehoTa 1Je.a near at hand; a new dawn 

was breaking for mankind; the old order waa g1T1ng way to a 

---=~=l~ rel1g1oua d1tterenoea will be wiped out; al.1 
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national antipathies will disappear. Consequentl7 Israel, 

instead ot retaining its dist1not1veness and its uniqueness 

in oustom, in observances, in prnot1oes, ought to give thm 

all up and join in one great family or mankind. 

You know. every great revolution 1s a seed 

bed for apoaal7Ptio dreams, for vast impractioal vision. 

Well, those who tollor:ed that thought through were aoon 

l ost to Iaravl, beoause the day of liberty, equality and 

fraternity di d not materialize. It has not materialized yet. 

And the saine apooalyptio dreams are in the air today as a 

result or the World Nar. Tne orld War, too, spoke in term.a 

of universal poaoe an universal brotherhood and universal 

rightaousnees,--one mankin, one eat family, one great 

religion. Sot at sone or have been stampeded 

into a pathetia self-abdioation. Why remain Jewa? Wlly 

insist upon our own identity when the world is tast maroh1ng 

to a day or universal peace? Other people are not believ­

ing as the J'ews do. Why not Join 1n one great family? 

But the patent, sober Pharisee, the patient 

sober Jew who knows his history, mo knows what has happened 

and oan draw conclusions as to what will happen, that patient, 

sober Jew will not permit himself to be stampeded. He will 

know that many and many a sharp and desperate battle will 

yet have to be waged in the oenturiea to come betore the 

ideals ot our people, for wh1oh we shed our blood,betore the 

aaored dreams or our r -oe will ever be approximated. And ao 

that patient and aober 1ew ------~~--=- lt not onl~ y_ot~-+-~ 
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the abstraot ideals ot his people but or his people itselt. 

He will think not only of the ta1th or Israel but ot Israel. 

He will think not only ot prophecy in Israel but ot Israel 

whioh gave birth to propheoy and to propheta. In other 

words, he will die to maintain a strong group loyalty, a 

strong group d1so1pline whioh will oonaerve him tor hie 

taaka or tomorrow. 

There is a beautitul phrase of the Rabbia. 

The prophet El.Uah was once asked by a man--the prophet 

Elijah, you will recall, was one who solved all very 

diftioult problema,--the prophet Elijah was approached by 

a Jew who said, "Prophet, I have two great lovea in my 

heart, and I do not know to whioh one to devote myself most. 

One is the Torah and the other 1 the people or Israel. 

Which or the to is • reater?" And the prophet Elijah 

answered: "Most people woulds y to you the Torah is more 

important. I say unto you the holy people ot Israel 1 ■ 

more important." For it is ot that people that prophet• 

oame to mankind, and it is that people that may yet give 

another Bible to mankind; but it 1 ■ out ot the soul and 

geniua or that raoe that many a new and startling 

reyelation will oome to mankind. 

So that, my trienda, in a renewal ot 

Pbariaaio Judaiam lie• the hope or our taith, in the renewal 

ot a demooratio, diaoipl1ned, religioua 00DU11L1nity lie• the 

hope and the promise ot Judai ... There 1a, to my mind, 

t power and eno~ ot beautl and eno~ ot 



in the tree major oonoepts ot Israel--the taith ot Israel, 

the people ot I rael, the land or Israel--there is enough 

ot b auty and power and magniticenoe int se three conoepta 

to enk1ndle the enthusiasm ot our people and ot o~.ir youth. 

e must ooneerTe them all. :.,verything which contributes 

to the enriohment, to the 1ntens1t1cation or Jewish lite,-­

our oustoma, our tradition, our hope ot national rehabili­

tation, our language, our law, our literature,--ev ry~ing 

whioh oan aene aa ~ bulwark, a prop and a mainstay in 

Jewish lite, liberal Judaism ought to sene, and we ought 

to challenge our youth ot tomorrow 1th a faith exalted, 

iqr,erial, J11.ajestio, "a flaming tai th," it you will, a 

faith ot a mission. 

e ought to train our young people, my 

friend ■, into an unfi1noh1ng and 1nT1no1ble conv1ot1on 

that they have been born into a community ot priest ■, 

into a household or a holy people dedioated to the holy 

ideals ot mankind; that it is their orown and their 

immortality to be identified with a group ot men who long 

ago, at the toot of t. Sinai, pledged themselves to be 

"the senant ot GOd." That therefore their lives must be 

ditterent, finer, nobler, harder, it you will. The weak 

among them will reject it; the strong and the high spirited 

will acoep, the ohallenge and the opportun.1,7. 

Thi• is what I mean when I speak, triend • 

ot the demooratio impulse in J'ewiah hi tory. A real :rew 1• 

a pa■s1onate deaoorat, not regard• politioal lite 
r-------~ 
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but as regards eoonomio and social and religious lite. 

In all the departments ot the world he aeek:a the :rul.fillment 

ot the individual's lite; he aeeka expansion, growth, 

freedom, opportunity tor all the oh1ldren or God. And it 

is the peculiar mission ot our people to be the spokesmen 

or that damooratio ideal to mankind. 

--o--
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Wolf, Pres.; .Emanuel Einstein, Treas.; Rabbi 
Leon I. Feuer, Editor. Subscription price, 
50 cents ver annum. 

Entered as second-class matter, Dec. 11. 
1925, at the Post office at Cleveland, Ohio, 
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Music for Sunday 
Morning, November 4th 
Organ (10:15 A. M.) 

Prelude 
All g1·0 on brio (Fir t onata 

in E. Minol') .......... Rog r 
h rzo ( anon) .... Jada ohn 

laird Lun ........... B nn t 
Paul All n B •m r 

Al o olo 
'' Rend your Heart and not your 

arm n t " ........... ... Rogers 
Ii ·e haw Duggan 

The Democratic Impulse 
Dr. ilv r' addre this unday 

morning will be in the nature of a 
dig t of his re ently pnbli hed 
uook, '' The D mo ra ie Impul e in 
J ewi h Ilistory. '' Thi work i an 
laborntion of an whi •h Dr. 
ilv r read be re The ntral 1on-

fernnce of Am ri an Rabbi a it 
l t 1w ntion in 1hicago. At the 
r qu t of many of hi ll agu h 
de,· lop d hi th i jnto a mall Yol­
um whi h 'Ih Blod1 Publi hing 

1ompany of rew Tork Jia ju t pub­
Ii hed. 

T. W. A. Exhibit­
A Great Success 

of the E. hibit and 
~al work f Th T mple 
\Yomen A o ·iation h Id on pt. 
23r l and 24 h fat· d d the 
fonde t expe tation of all. Gr at 

2 

of p opl , m mber of the 
rrcmpl , vi itor and out of to~ n 
gu t att nd d the Exhibit on both 
day aud w 1·e loud in their prai e 

f th fin array of arti les xhib­
i d, the beauti ul manner in !\rhi h 
Mahl r Hall and the numerous 
b oth , re decorated, the effi ien y 
with whi h the whol arrang m nt 
wa arried through, th nthu ia Ill 

of th w 1·k r and the fine pirit 
of felJovv· hi1 whi h pre ailed. 

It i impo ibl to prai e . o high-
1 th work of fr . Benjamin Lo,1- n-
t in and Mr . Walter Gold mith 

who w re Chairmen of Arrange­
m •nt and who d ot d many w eks 
of hard work and ar ful planning 
to in ure the u c of the Exhibit. 

Limit d pa e do s not p rmit us 
to I rint th name of all tho e who 
have b , their labor and service con­
tributed to tile u ee of the under­
taking, but special mention hould 
be made of he Chairmen and Vice 
Chairm 11 of the variou Depart­
m nt : \ omen's Ex hange, Mr . H. 
\.u rba •l.1 d Mi· . C. Levi on; 

Quilting, Mr . M. Ko h and Mr . H. 
Au rbach; Arts, frs. J. L. Jaffe; 
Lilliputians, .i! r . . Tau ig and 
Mr . H. S u r; pr n, Ars. am 
KJ.ein and :Mr . I. piegle • Lin geri , 
Mr . Loui Rheinh imer and Mr . . 
Bialo ky; Toy , Mr . . Goldham­
mer and Mr . L. Goldhammer; Gar­
d n lub, Mr . Benj. Lowen t in and 
Mr . .._ a than Wei en berg; Fi h P nd, 
~fr . ylve t r F le h im and Mr . 
Raymond D ut <'h • onf tion Boo h, 
[r . arol L vi on; Pur ha ing Dc­

pat·hn nt, frs. M. L. Lappin; D liv­
ed •s, Mrs. A. Greenfield and l\fr . A. 
Fi h r. rrh Tea Room whi h wa 
a cl lightful f a ure of the Exhibit 
an l which wa attend cl by hun­
<ll' l f p 01 l wa in harg of 
.. fr . L ter Mill r and Mr . idn v 
Drvfoo.. w 

Thank ar al o {lue in full m a -
ur to the offi er of th A o iati n 
who faithfully o-op rat d. 



SPE DA E JOYABLE EVE I G 
at the 

TE IPLE ME 'S CL B 

ELECTIO 

LL DIES IGHT 

M SIC 

IGHT P RTY 

Tuesday, ovember 6th, 6:30 

JUDGE FLORE CE E. ALLE 
will peak on 

"Back to the Constitution" 

Other Feature 

Screen Announcements of Election Return 

Reservations are $1.25 Per Person 

~IOVIES 

The Meeting is Open to Member of the Temple Men' Club 

and Their Immediate Familie 

Mail Your Reservations at Once 

The Capacity of ~lahler Hall i Limited 

TEMPLE MO DAY EVE I G LECT RE COURSE 
pre ent 

DR. THOMAS WESLEY GRAHAM 
peaking on 

"THE RELIGIO OF PRIMITIVE MA " 

Monday Evening, ovember 5th, 8 P. M. 
~ AHLER HALL 

Single dmi ion 35 cent 
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Temple Religious School 
Report for the Week 

Total cnrollm nt, including the 
High Sehool-141 . 

umb r of pupil , Kindergarten to 
9th grad , inclu ive-1262. 

Av rag att ndan for th w k 
94%. 

The following cla s had 100% 
attendance for the week: 2C, Mi 
Grodin· 3A, Mi Markowitz; 3 , 
Mi Savlon; 3D, Mis Curti ; 4F, 
Mi B rn tein • 5B, Mi Pogu t; 
5F, Mr. Dryer; 6A, Mr . Blinder; 6 , 
Mi Augu t; 6F, Mi W rtheim r; 
7 A, 7B, Ii Himp; SA, Miss Copen-

• hagen; 8D, Mis Ro en; SE, Miss 
Fink; 9 , Mi Krau e; 9F, Mi 
Ruben. 

Sunshine Fund 
The collection of the Sunshine 

Fund for th week amounted to 
$39.39. 

Dean Graham 
The ond Jecturc on tlie T mple 

Monday Evening L ture ur will 
b delive1·ed by Dr. Tl1om:.i We l y 
Graham on Monday evening, Nov. 
5th. Thi i the cond of a eri 
of eight lecture on Th Gr at Re­
ligion of Mankind. Th ubj t of 
tb l ctur i '' Th R Jigion of 
Primitive Man." 

Th tudy of arly r ligion i a 
fa iuating one. ot only do we 
obtain from it an under tanding of 
many of th belief which we hold 
today and a knowl dge of how the 
originated, but al o a deeper appr -
iation of the tru nature of r ligion. 

Dr. Graham is Dean of the Grad­
uate S hool of Theology at Oberlin 

1ollege and an authority in the fi Id 
of Primitiv, R, ligion. He i widely 
known both as a pr a h r ancl a 
1 tur r. 

The Temple Wishes to A ,cknowledge with Thanks the 
Following Contributio.ns: 

To the Floral Fund 
Mr . :N. L. Dauby 
Mr . :Morri L. Arnold 
Robert Hay and Lincoln 

Rav Grie 

In memory of father Loui A. Braham 
In m mory of H len Goodman Altman 

In m mo1·y of fath r, Rabbi Mo J. Gri 

To the Scholarship Fund 
Mr . N. L. Dauby 
Mr . A. E. Bern t in 
Mrs. H nrietta Miller 
Miss Eleanor Garson 
Mrs. A. J. Mandel 
:M:r . H nry Auerbach 

In memory of father Loui A. Braham 
In memory of hu band, Adolph E. Bern t in 
In memory of br thcr, Adolph E. B rn t in 
In memory of mother, Fanni . Gar on 
In m mory of broth r, athan Kluger 
In m mory of Rabbi Mo J. Grie 
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THE n,MOC~ATIC Ill.1PH~T~ 
::::= -- ~ 

r~·r P n1c;ro~v 1 -- - - Sermon , The Temple , 

I selected to write and to speak~ the 

theme "The Democratic Impulse _n Je;-1ish History' becaus 

the conviction has bee~ groTTing up n ne in recent years 

that not enough stress has been laid by students upon the 

or, as I choose to 

ca.11. it, the impul.s ..... cf de1 ·o ~a c"''", layed throughout .re~7i sh 

history, and that ~£i~ie~t stress has not- been laid upon 

what I re 0 ar d as perhaps the outsto.ndin contribution of 
-+I. . -' ' I " f $ • r"-.J fl/ S C!.onTYtJtJufi(!. g ., 1 Israel. to the thoug .. t of ar1ki:i democracy - t/emocracy 

not onl.y in~ political life b~t in~· social, 

economic • reli1_;ious life as \'Tell . 

"Yhen o .r forefat:10 .... s appeared· on the 

frontiers of Can an ree. y to begin t eir amazi career 

in the Tiorld as an historic p0op17 fr t· a sass sf 122 5 

they had already been fashioned and moflded by countless 
_,,, 

centuries of desert life. Yo knoTI, of course, our fore-

fathers before they car.ie to Palestine ~ere nom die peoples 

uandering throu h the 6reat _ro.b::.?..r .... sert for endless 

centuries: The ho~e of o~~ fo fathers was that 

mysterious :Land know o..s the .b.rabiai a.osort, the ll.l'abian 

wil.derness . 

OT, i. th dese t there are no ki gs. In 

the desert to this 0 
... ,,, ~ ...... there is _.:.o a ... istocracy of birth O"" 

of: :eal th; no mi it~ry • erarc1:.--, no priestl ... hie arch -. 

The leader 
#et--

of the t r e tm t.1e 12:::-i 

_,_ 
-

I 
I 
I 

I 

ovember 
4 , 1928 



/ 

• 

the first among eq ·Qls. 

a ru~iementary de~ocr 

and q( lded by that. ucn .......__,,.., 

i~ . . o._g -.-.·andering tribes there is 

c~, and or people ~as fashio od 

endless cycles 

o"f' time before they ca! e into the ~ettled agrict:.l t r 

l.if'e of Palestine , t.ey nc~er lost that desert tradi-

tion of equality and nutuality. 

£7 i .:z SPY R 7 ksm:::rfzbi777i743" cc !'_I!!! , _ yocc Ova.:r vll.U:i C ... udul.J.V 

Ill 1&!£18. Throughou·'- their h • s ory to this very day, our 

~ 

people, v,hich had been imbued throue;h countless generations 

with a democratic passion, never quite lost it thro ghout 

its checkered and turb lent career. ~/hen our forefathers 

entered Palestine, uncl for some cent· ries of turbulent 

conquest and settlement, they lived. vii thout rulers and 

without kings . .. .enever an e~ rge .. J. • presented itself' and 

they were compelled to u r-: off an • ~ ,ading en~ ;ey 

would choose one of t e r nunbers to be their _ their 

judge, their leader, vho led them into battle . ·rnen the 

~t emergency was airer that ·~i tba ~ ·· pd g ; LL&D l ..., &JCI , 

returned to co.om.on ci?il. 1:re. There was no king in Israel. 

It 1es only TTith them nace of a ne and 
r'i 
• ' desperate enemy --the Phi i3ti~e --that the scattered 

I ~ 

tribes of Israel in Palestine were compelled to consolidate 

~Jt as then th~ the demand arose on the part or the 

people for a king. 'Lo~ _, I, ~ be _i call other peo le. Le 

us have a king v;ho wi_l e tho -syr.: ol of our unity.' 1 

that time the proph t S:::muel ·;as the judge , the s o ~s nd 

wren they oame to h.:.t1 aLd as .. • for e. ki , S uel v;a~ 



, 
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---------------- ----•...---+--
outraged. It as unheard of t:~t the children of Israel,~ 

these freeborn men o~ the desert, should permit themselves 

voluntarily to be enslave cl by a king and a dynasty , ~ ... a-

told them: that their demand for a i was an apostasy from 

Godt 1t was a culpa:.le m.:n: • c ... ,_ of the heathen. He to_d 

them that :ehe king ensl ve the. He pointed out to 

them. what the• exp~oitatic s an 4 I'-e• spoliations of 

royalty are. He arned t~e not to ask for a Kin, and 

through Samuel that ge ius of the race, that democratic 

genius of the race_, spoke. But necessity compelled 

j· SamueL to yield to the c a'r'"'or of the people , and they 

chose a king. 

But the _i gin Ivrael, from the time of 

Saul to the time of the last k.:. 

occupied tha~ role of Oriental. p 

Z dek:fiah, never, never 

ntate and despot which 

w s held by the kinQs of= pt, o~ Assyria, of Babylon, of 

Syria or the other ngs o·f' .... ntiq_uity. Frequently you 

read in the Bible of revol tions and rebellion; frequently 

you read in the Bible tha~ the pro_het, who was the mon~tor 

of that desert tradition of freodora., denounced the ing to 

his face; and it w s in the n h . .., of a law greater than that 

of royalty that Samuel faccc1 s ~ul, tli..at Nathan denou."1.ced 

David, that Shena ·r.rprec"'ted .:l9 bo-> , that Elijah 

cursed ab, and tLa J"e:re.ni • ah r no ""'need doom upon ng 

Zedekiah, becaus • 'h .... hec.r:<"en d not to the voice of the 

prophet speaking in the n , e or God . n 

in c~ael ;as always subj ct to the · 



/ same moral. l.a'\7 nc i.:..g upon comm.on . an. Tb.ere ias no ki g 

.worship i n Israel . That is a t sign1fican7 because amon 

al.l the pe oples of n tiqu • J 

divine . 

the king r,as ,; orshipje d a 
...._:,,,, 

Ph raoh of the Egyptian was 

altays addr essed in the follo,ing terms : "Lord of heaven, 

l.ord of earth, sun, life of the vhole vorld, lord of time1 

'.it lbuilso1; s&S Jsiit2'dt1'1.@saoa so a l!Midil B@ft§, l!i§ RIAk? , 

creator of the ha es~, ma~er and fashioner of mortals, 

giver of llfe to all the host of gods.'· This is ho7l an 

Egyptian king was addressed. 

The k·.~ of Isr~el was denounced by a pro he~~ 

The highest compliment which the B .. le can pay to a king 

is this: that he did t .. at 1 hich is pleasing in the si£;ht of 

God . the Syrian. g ner an came to the Hebre.~ 

kin to cure that the Hebre1 kin 

possessed the same di ~ine attrib tes that the king of other 

peoples nere said to posseG1w, the Hebre king replied: "Vlbat 

a.!n I , a God to kill or to ...... a.Ke alive?"" You will. unde tan~ 

exactiy what I am tryin _ to em_ csize ••-□••□•t■!il§~ when yo 

contrast this point of view of Isra _ as regarus royalty 

and Aristotle , the finest fl.01er of Iellenic thought. Plato 

in his Jt'Republic"'" c.o"'2..a.rec tho..t t' e ideal polity ·aas a 

monarchy and that the deal • 1.l ::: vras a , i7ho ;as t 

the same time a soldie_ ~.nd a philosoph r . Aristotle 

maintained that ki ., hi4' • s t_ e most di vine and pri ary ro __ ~ 

of pciliticai org ization . R~en yo. contrast ?_a o an 

• 
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Aristotle· with Samuei, who iooks upon kingship as apostasy 

from God, you will realize the essential difference in 

outlook between Israel nd other people . 

lili a ti • '!"' J s t.:oat&L SJiltc; s r,A\fter 

the ~ir~ destruotion( a r th~ ~~bylonian exile, when our 

fore:fathers returned from Baby]_c ¥ to Palestine a:nd 

rebuiit their country, they had no k·ngs at a1i, '2d. {ror 
hundreds of years, for nearly a half of a millennium, they 

t 

II 

'l 
governed themselves by the pol.itical autonomy they- possessed ~ 

I 
I 
I: 
I 
i 

11 
I 

tlu 1 11 i : a exercns9d. TL u • 1 l s lni •iii ~Wi t:en 
....A. 

there was a: IF ei-t interlude of the Hasmonean. qynauif' Vlhich 
ijT.C•\; 

lasted for a comparatively short time.-! ? cf }:;he se ,end: s - ~ 
destruction -of the Temple took place, and Israel was exiled 

:from Palestine for nearly nineteen hundred years 

Israel has l.ived, scattered to the four corners of the earth, 

a fairly united, a rairly integratad people, but possessing 

no king and no _potenta.te and no pope, no central authority 

in the hands of a privileged group or a privileged 
../ 

individual.. • Tb.at is an amazing thing. For Israel lived 

during these last nineteen huncred years not as a host of 

gypsies without any internal organization or control or 
,I \ 
I discipl.ine, ~ere was a. very strong inner control. and 

I 

I 

inner discipline, but l::. ~:a:::w:e::a 

a reigning family or a fe~ial. lord or by a religious auto ....-,, 

not a control superimposed by 

I orat. It was the auth r ... ty vo untarily assumed by people 

in a democratic or ~nization. ~or Israel believed--and 

-this is essential to a unde _standing o:t our religion-~Israel 

- .,.. ---
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h~d a worth and a di nity 

comparable to the ~orth and the di nity of the h- he t 

human being, and therafore IsTc 1 d clared: ttAlI the 

children or Israel are sons of kings! 

:r ............... ............. :: 

ti1 .. 11Pec~~ - To look upon every h B.J.~ being, the h~~blest of 

the humble and the lo7liest of the lou, as the son of a 

kin, a prince, is to eet a totally different conception 

w~ onsl.aved illions, and 

who had castes and gradations and social stratification. 

Israei estabiished a perfec e~u~lity, a basis, a level 

of supremacy for ali hllhlan bei g~. 

,b.en you le Ye the realm of the pol.itical 

al}d enter the realm of t.e economic, you find that same 
fXPmocra.f,e, 
u L 1 - impulse at work. Whe you read your Bibl.e, 

you come across 1*••--•iiliiP~s social legislatioi 

enacted to protect the ind~vidu~l against exploitation, 

against monopoly, against the loss of patrimon • 1h,e 
-th 15 

Bible is full of 11 J I propres ive legislatio~; I say 
-t/2 es e. (.afa<l.S 

pro ressive because l a 1 ~e- far ·n advance of their day, 

and they are far in ad7ance o our a ay • ..... till •••••:Wli? .. llllli](~11 .. 

.... Whc!t you read 
1~f'1it 

them you will under..., tand t.1er.1 onI.y as you kno i tha~ o >·,-

Mi Ms t is the t~eme~doue con~iction that all h e.n beings 

are entitled to the same r·g ts and ~rivileges and oppor-

tu.nit ies . "For unto 13 {Go arc the children of Israe 

slaves; they are ot sla es U":to slaves.'' 

,... 
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Unles.s "C'U b0 r t· ... ::.s fact in mind , that in 

the soul. of Israel t.1.1ere ,vas ~ays a vibrant, democratic 

passion, you will no~ nderstand the prophets of Israei 

at alI,~cause it ,as in the name of that imperishable 

and invincible desert tradition of democracy that the 

prophets of Israel. denounced t e oppressors of mw..kind, 
-tt~~r 

those wbo ground tne races of the poor, and turned aside 

the ay of the humble. It wa.s in the name of that demo ­

cratio principle that they ~ielded the scorpion nhip of 

their fury upon all those who eA'})loited their fellot- 1en, 
wa...s 

and it in the name of that tr~dition of equality and 

human responsibility tha· they cha~pioned the cause of the 

denied and the dispossessed and the broken and beaten or 

:tifef and :51 • • tis p1 ins,,1s, is u•eatj al far 

The hole struggle betueen the priest and 

the prophet which rings t~rough the pages of the Bible is 

cooprehensible only as yo remember that the priest 

represented a privileged class, and that the prophet was 

the spokesman of the Jcrish l .... i-c•. He challenged the 

prerogatives and the privileges of the priesthood. Prophecy 

in Israel •• Jm 1 JP ::. 1as not merely a protest against 

idolatry. It was tha • . It r1a,., net merely a protest 

acainst the supremacy or pr acy o: ritual. and cult in 

reiigion. It .as th 0 t. Prophecy tias not only the upreach 

ing of a sensitives ul o. th rac 

It was that . But it was s .J,.h1· c-
- "'· 0 

nror the Ki 

ore, too. 

gdon of God. r 
Proph cy I 
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for full. l.ay participation and leadership in the life of 

the people. 

The priest maintained that he is to be 

the teacher of the _!.m,. Vlell anJ;, good .. , Let hi~ teach the 
-:;:;. ,~- llr1Yin,~ ra ;, s;:6 1 

law. But so may a layman not of '?r:?'85 111 f'amil.y * C I 1 Q 
~ l V - 0-f-l ...-:,era• j f JV, become a teacher of the law and i] ~·· 

1! 

'1 • 
l 

I 

jttz••-•• the religious life of the people, provided he is 

prepared for it; provided he has prepared himself for that 
'I .., 

function. You wil1- probabl.y recall from ~ reading or 
\ ~~ 

y..e,,;J;'1: Bible tmt-t story of the rebellion or Korah. Tftat is a 

story that has been freq~ently misunderstood . Vie hear of a 

rebellion against l...oses led by a oc.n named Korah, and yet 

when y:ett read the chapter: of the Bi le closely, analytic.ally 
L; 

we find in that story an amazi g re elation of just -tfta 

wmeh r am speaking 

&:f 

Who were the rebels under the leadership of 

Korah? T'ney were not a non. desori:g:t people . The Bible -
speaks of them. as the elect men of the group, men or reno·n. 

'V,'ha·t was their co plaint? nl\.nd they assembled themselves 

together against M:os s and against Aaron r(whose names are 

of course here ·used by the p .~estly scribe for his OVln ends} 

these princes of the congregation, these men or reno 
' 

these leaders of the ·t asse led themselves and said 

unto 1 oses and unto Aa::-cn, 1ho are here assumed to be the 

representatives of the priestl.y class: '"Ye ta.lee too muc 1 

upon yourselves seei_g that al.l the congregation are hoy, 

I 
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every one of them, a:id the L rd is 01nong them; wherefore, 

then, iift ye up youxs lves be~o=e the assembly of the Lord·~r 

The h le 001.. r ga.tion is hol.y, not mere y 

the priest. Th~re ~o have one reflex of that bitter 

struggle that was waged thro Bh the ages bet een the clas 

and the masses of the people. en, later on, t10 la~ en, 

Eldad and .. ledad, bega..l'l to prophesy in the camp, J"oshua 

cried unto Moses, 1-r.~oces, s.n.ut them in!'r Here are laymen 

trespassing. They da_e to prophesy. They have no right . 

.1.1 oses repl.ied: '~.Art thou jealous for me? Would that the 

whole people of the Lore ·,er prophets, and that God, tho 

spirit of God were upc:-i t e . ' 

autocracy is reflvcte agai int e ce turies~old struggle 

between.the Pharis e a~ the Sad ucees, those two 3ewis 

sects of Israeli the centuries before the destruction of 

the ~econd Temple. rn1 t s the stru gle between these two 

sects.? Why, it was sinp~y this: the Sadducees, who, as 
t""'I 

the naoe indicates, ere t~e pa~ty of the p~iesthood, main+ 

tained that the priests 'ic_ e the s le monitors of rel ·gion 

and the sole legislators n matters of religion; that laymen 

had no right to trespass. The Phar ·- sees, nho represented 

the asses~ whose ral yi e pace Tias the synagogue, just a3 

the Sadducees' rally ... ng pl~o .... ·,as the emple
1 

N\the Pharisees 

maintained that God gu-.. e to e.l l. tho 1 1 and the sanctuary. 

"The Torah which God g .. e u __ t ~, is the heritage of th 

-----~ ;,hole house of Isra 1." .And e ery layman, every hum 



lS 

being has a rig.1t t ~r.:; 
,~ -'• ' _a.:.; ' ·o teach the Ja~, to ~ ... !- -- -

i terpret the Jaw, to e ol .. e ner1 lav s .&.• 

-:;;- I' 

to meet the adv~nced needs of life. 

mitM;t_.tllilii•-•· 3111111tt111• .. •2!1it•t!lll!S•s•: ■a .. 1 ~ attitude on 

the part of the masc-es of Israel that the Torah was given 

to all, not merel.y to a srr.all gro p of functionaries, led 

t.o a rem.9.r<:able fact in .Terlish life. The J"e ish people v as 

the first to establish a uni ersal system of education, for 

young and old, for rich and poor. josephus two thousand 

years ago makes the state ,.ent: r Our chief concern is to 

educate our children 7.'ell." -jllll {~ere was hardly a to n in 

ancient ?a __ estine that could not boast of a 

have a teacher and a school ,as oo.ed upon as aecurse 

Learni ... 5 r as demo ti-ed . There as no 

small group at the to that onop ized learning and study 

and religious authority, and han1ed dovm its decisions to 

the masses . The faith and the lore and the learning of 

Israel became the poss ssion of the 1hole house of Israel; 

and that has continued to thi~ :ay. 7lh.en people tell you 

that J°e 1s are individualists; when people tell you that :Jews 

are more or less rebellious; vhPn _e ple tell you that J"ev1s 

question always, that is part and narcel of a racial 

temperament which has been de relo ... ed through endless 

centuries of educatio E ery int idual J°ev, , as 

encouraged to be e.n ind::.v·.:. • ... a.List, to be an authori t,.. 

hli'nself . 

,.., r-
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"he time r ,· ould indicate to you ho"; , 

in the I.:idd le Ages as Karaism, the 

movement of the Scrip~ ral is.i.. 3, t :-..-:) .... -... ,n.o challenged the 

authority of the abbis denied the authority of the 
Ci. 

Talmud, w-h& claimed that our only authority is the Bible 

during the Middle Azes. both had their source :fin this 

democratic passion cf the people . 

Had I the time I should indicate to you ho 
~ I ' 1 

a 8111;.•-• movement lire Q;ie.eeid JE ms I ct.sat of ii&L 

3!i • 1 • a. in the last 150 years also had its roots in the 

democratic life of the peo.le. For at that time, 150 years 

ago, in Zastern Europe, the ab is had become an aristocratic 
,r;v A ~ 

class possessing - ft po--1er and inf uence in .Tewish life, 

and they looked upon those 7ho ~e: not rabbinic scholars 

with a certain . --- ... --- contenp'. The masses of the people ___.. 
Viho could not, becau e they did not have the time, dev te 

themselves to rab inic dial~ctics. and to t~e finesse of 
sJJ1 i-1 luatl~ 

rabbinic speculation, felt themselves k I I excluded.Aiilh 

·O said that real. 

judaism is not this dry, sunless, cold lesalism of th -. 

abbis. Real .Tudaism :ts the ·armth and the passion of 

faith, and that belon0 s to c · t) r··oody. The. essence of 

.Tudaism is to worship God. iith sine ri ty and •,i-}- out any 
fh?tlf /.51"fl 

subtl.ety, • P a And like • ilc.~ire t .r-. .....-~ 
s· e pt through the ,i ~ {'17 m kif 1 c(/ h~ ZCQ ii I 
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movement q·llli•tlilk•slllli?llh••·•r11114--. m:1. ch • ., ... s :iot hin6 ore than 

an upthrust of the same ever-present democratic passion 

of the raoe claiming that the glories of faith belong to 

to the rich and the poor, to the learned and the 
0 

unlearned --to all. 
fl\ 

There is t s one final thought I should 

like to leave with you. Yo have heard it said that i be ral. ' 
I 

Judaism emphasized the ideal of the mission o'f Israel, and 

some of our lumi ant fellOTIS of the intelligentsia have, in 

recent years, elected to ~ake sport of this idea of the 

mission of Isr el, thiru ·ng tmreb"" to attack liberal 

.Tudaisrn. at its most vulnerab,e point. Now the fact of the 

matter is that liberal udaisn plac d itself in direct line 

of descent from the prop ets and the P arisees in maki 

the ideal of the mission J §Li focal. in its ideolog. 

Because what is this ideal o= the mission of Israel? It 
~ , 

is nothing but democracy applied to religion . That~ all. 

it is in its profoundest :-p~ications. Among ali peoples 

I 
I 

I 

of antiQUity there as a ~all •J--•--~s-s ... t~b~r priestl 

class, who were loo:cd upo as pos~pssing •-•2•·••••2••2■·--•s , 

as] stetBe. a ce-t ·n xci sivo sancti~y. "'~f•••••t•·•t 

. - ----·--·•--.~ ... th§ AP The priest was singled out 

as a man possessing c.. hit:-h':'lr dcsree of sanctity and holines 

than the rest of the peo l . v 11: the genius of Israei 

1culd not tolerate t~~t distinct:on; the genius or Israel 

maintained that if there ~a anythin - at all to this concept 
\ 

level 

,,..., 
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not of the few but of all. J... : ·_ ,;;O the democratic geni s 

of Israel. placed as its goai • of the whole people 

of Israel. tra kingdom. of riests and a holy people.,,. 

r He ry ..:as an amazing and revolutionary 

concept. Among no people in antiquity or in this day do 

you find this thought dominant: that a whole people, mind 
✓ 

yo1.7- not merely a few within the people, but a whole peo_ le 

young and old, men, w nen)and children, are- to become 

priests of the living God, hoiy men devoted to an ideal. 

·That is the ideal of the covenan ... of Israel. God made a 

covenant with the whole people of Israel to be .his emissaries, 

his missionaries, hi spokesnen, hi prophets in the world . 

we are no longer fit to 
nrt-

r do-;r, kno1 . It may be 

... :[t nay be tha 

be God's spokesmen in the wo~ld. 

that the time has come for us to abandon our historic role 

of a covenanted, conse crated people. rt may be that we no 

lon3er have the desire or the will or the capacity to 

function as the shock troops of the Almighty. That may be 

so. But we must al -;e:ys remember that ve cannot re-v1ri te 

history or revamp that which has already taken place. ,,nat 

has been is. The Je thro~ 0 .out the ages did conceive of 

hi:nself" as a covenanted pea ... __ ..., , as being subjected to a 

mission in life. That mission was the work not of the 

abbis but of the whole peor l. • 'dhy our synagogue? nat 

ttas it but a layman's i nstitution? At the al te.r any la I a 

could come up and worship and lead the congregation in 

- -
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' . • 

prayer, ~ the reading of 
• 

l...e T. uh any layman oJ clean 

come up and read J ~ preach tCi' -ct e_ hands and pure heart could 
I 

_.,.. congregation, ::i --- ------ - - - ·--· 2· c · 1 ~ ts au u. 

That democratic religio s conception you 

find among no/people in the .10r_d., and that is the most 

exal.ted expression of the genius of our race . Whenever ten 

people met they could bui_d a s ynag gue • Tuey could tal-;:e a 

room and convert it into a syn gogue--anywhere . • e have no 
/V' 

sacramentalism in Jezish life. The 7hole people became a 

people of priests. ··1 t>b liberal Judaism appeared, where 
/\ ~ :(? 

it made its great ~ ·a~ not __. retaining the ideai 

of the mission of Isreei not in challenging every JeTT to a 

type of life consistent ·1,i th the role of a relie;ious teacher 

and leader) ~ere it made 1 reat mistake was in under 

estimating the importance of the pee le of Israel, the group 

discipline. It spo .. --e of t!1e missic __ o:r Israel but it forgot 

to preserve or to develop a mode of living which would con-

stantly remind the Je~s t_ut th 

consecrated people . 

e. e a co7e·nant ed and a 

the influence of t1e ideas of 

liberty, equality, r tern:t . 

he French Revolution 

People at the close o:r the / 
_,/ 

eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth 
fYJ o ()/ e r YJ 

century, when • I t ref ... .,..., -udais be an, actually b lieved 

as breaking for manki_d; t_ ~ old oder *as gi ing 1~y to a 

nvw one; all religiouo d~ffo~0nces be wiped out; all 

- --
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in custom, in observa.~ce, ·n practices , ought to give them 
-ti, e. 0 I} ,f 

all up and join in a c r~ ~il of mankind. 
,,,-.. 

X I t A; Wery • ., revolution is a seed· 

bed for apocalyptic d-e~s, for vast impractical vision. 

·r ell, those ,1ho follo--;o that thought through v.ere soon 

lost to Israel, beca'se the da: o~ liberty, equality/and 

frater1ity did not ~aterialize. It has not materialized yet. 

And the same apocal~ tic dreams are in the air today as a 

result of the orld 1::ar. '":: e ;,·orJ:d -,Tar , too, spo e in terms 

of universal peace a...7.d uni verca:. ::'.'otherhood and· uni orsal. 

righteousness --one ~an~ind, one g cat fa~ily, one great 
I · 

religion. 2 I I .B or:e of o- .. .,. J- s h ve been stampeded 

into a pathetic self-a ication.. 7'hy remain J'e s? ~ hy 

ins 1st upon our o n id"' .. t t- Vi.LJ.en the world is fast marching 1 

c/J 
to a day of universal pec.ce? Other people - not believe 

- as the J"ews do. :,.1 y not join in one great family? 

Bu.JG the po. ie!l , sober Pharisee, the patien~ 

sober J"eu who kno·1s his history, ;;·Lo knows ViLat has happe! e-"' 

;·,hat •vill happen, that 

sober Jei will not perr..i t hir·1selr -:o be stampeded. He Y1ill. 

kno~ that many and r:1an-- a sharp and dos erate battle "'lil3-

yet have to be i,va0 ed • a t· ; p ¢;:;; s La as a before the 

ideals of our people, fo::'.' r ... ~~h -; , shed our blood, before the 

sacred dreams of our rac 

~at patient and sob :e~ 

,....., 

,~· 11 
, I - ev-r b a:p~ roxi e.ted. a 1; ik 

- himself not on..1_~ of 

' 
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the abstract ideals of 

He ~ill think not or~ 

_is _ cop_ - but ot: his people :t~ol_. l 
' t:_e . .:. ~: o:: I sre.el but of Is re.el. j 

He will think not only of prophecy_in Israel but of Israel 

which gave birth to =o~~ecy and to prophets. In other 

words, he will die to maintai a strong group loyalty, a 

strong group di sci pl:. e -;h.~ch \ ill. co:iserve him for his 

tasks of tomorro ,. 

.ab bis. 

The prophet Elijah as cnce sked bra man--the prophet 

Elijah, you ill. reca.ll, was one ho solved all very 

difficult proble~s ,--the p~ophet Elijah Tias approached by 

a :Jew who said, ,.Prophet, I have tr:o great lovo in my 

heart, arid I do not .:no-:-; to r:hich o~e to devote myself most. 

Cne is the Torah and the ot' ... er • s the people of Israel. 

h ~~ _,_ I ~Thie of the t ·1 0 is -:-ea .... e_ ?tt _e prophet & Q di 

ans ,·ered: "11fost poop e would say to you the Torah ·is more 

important. I say unto -ou t~e holy people of Israel is 

more important." For it is of' that people that prophets 

came to manl<:ind, 8.Ild it is that people that may y t e;i ve 

another Bible to r.ir.:1 c:nd -- 1.ti~ out of the soul an 

genius of that race th t nan a r;"\ ' and startlin ..., . 

revel.at ion :vill. cone to t;1a..'1.kind • 

Ir1 
a reneual. cf 

Pharis ic .Tudaism lies tr:e hope of our faith.\:G_ the rcn.o-:·1al 

of a democratic, disc.:._ •• ne . re . gious community lies vh 
' 

hope and the pronise of .Tuo.::-..i m. There is, to my m • nd, 

e.o h of po1er and eno 1 ·h of bea ty and enough of g~or: 

-
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in t .e three major co::tce:::J t,;, cf 

the people of Isr c,, ~he: ~d 

Gr~c - - the fait~ of Is~ae_, 
N 

I 

=~raei--therc is eno~gh 
/\ 

• 

or beauty and po;··e1 end mar,nific__,:r:ce in these t roe concepts 

to enkindle the en t..... siasm of our eople and of o yout . 

We must coneerve the al_. Ever·t' g hich contributes 

to the enrichment, 

~ 

to the intensif"ca.tion or J"ewish life -­
/V\ 

our customs, our t a~ition, our hope or national rehabili­

tation, our lang age, or _a.,., or litcrature; ---everyJ'· in 

11ich ·can serve as n bulv~-~, a nrop and a mainstay in 

Je~ish life , liberal. J"udaism ought to serve, and ~e ought 

ith a faith exalted, 

·mperial. , ajestic, ~ a f'_a.::i f it , 1t if' you ··.111, a 
,n 

faith • a miss ion. 

/\ 
rre o -ht to • ai o· - oung people & r 

lifPMl•■t'lli. • ~ (. ~1. • • and i"v:. cib1.e conviction fa l.Il \ - l .. Cul. 

that they have been b r • ""o a co ni ty of priests, 

into a household of ahoy _eople dedicated to the holy 

ideals of manKind; that it is the·r crown and their 

immortall ty to be ide __ ti fie cl r.: t __ a. group of nen /' o lon--

aeo , at the foot of leoged themselves to be 

ttthe servant-=; )or God.' r L .L :& F rs ' l heir l.ives must be 

different, finer, no le-, h~_der • The wea~ 

a'uo them will. reject it; th ~ro • and t e high- sp~.ited 

rill accept the cal engc c.nd tho op~ortunity. 

Th.:.s _s •. h J.. -
V Jo. mean hen I spe 

of the democratic imp· se ~ .1. J"0v1i .... h history. A real J"e is 

a passionate de oc t, not .,t,~e~ rd ·1o11tical li 
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but -jf regard ;1 econo::iic and social and religious li:Ce • 

In all the depart cnts oft 4e ~or u he seeks the fulfillment 

of the individual's ltfe ::;ee.~s e c:pd.nsion, growth, 

freedom, opportunity for all the cr.ildren of God. ~ 'J:t 
is the peculiar mission of or people to be the spoke men 

of that democratic i eaL to ar~~~nd. 
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