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I shall not attenpt this morning to trace 

the history of the Messianic idea in Israel because that is 

a subject all by itselt, quite a lengthy and involved sub­

ject. It shall suftioe tor our purposes this morning to 

know that the Messianic idea of hope gained gained headway 

among our people with the loss of its national independence, 

and that it was present more or less actively in Jewish life 

throughout the ages. Particularly was it active in times 

of world upheaval, when some great war or new political 

alignment promised to rearrange the political status, 

making it possil>la, pemaps, tor Israel to realize its 

Messianic hope ot restoration to Palestine and ot revital­

ization as a nation. And every great '10rld movement 

brought in its wake, as far as the history of Israel is 

oonoerned, many important Measianio movements. The tall 

of Rome, for example, in the titth century; the rise ot 

Islam, and the march ot too conquering Arab armies stirred 

the slumbering embers of hope in Israel, and thrust to the 

fore talae me,aa1aha who oapi talized the pertervid Messianic 

hope or the people. 

The Crusades or the eleventh, tweltth and 

thirteenth centuries gaTe to Jewish history at least eight 

Messianic movement ■• And ao did the protraoted bitter 

struggle between the TUrkish Empire and Christian Europe 

during the nrteenth and the sixteenth oent,n-ie ■• And the 
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two talae Messiahs ot whom I shall speak this morning,-­

David Reuben1 and Solomon olko, were the preoipitatea, aa 

it were, of this vast struggle between ohammedan Turkey 

and Christian Europe, whioh laated tor more than two hundred 

years. 

Let us take a look at the politioal 

oonditione of Europe in the sixteenth oentury, as well as 

at the conditions of Jewry at the time. The sixteenth oen­

tury, in whioh both ot these t'alae Messiahs lived, followed 

immediately after two terrible oatastrophea in Jewish life,-­

the expull.aion ot the Jews from Spain in 1492, and the expul­

sion ot the Jewa trom Portusal in 1498, six years later. 

The greatest oenter ot Jewish lite ainoe the destruction 

of the Palestinian oenter--Spain-- h re Israel bad lived 

for almost a thousand year■ 1n prosperity, in affluence, 

and wl:ere Israel had produced a great culture,--that center 

waa oompletely destroyed, and some three or four hundred 

thousand Jew■, whose ancestors had lived in Spain tor a 

thousand years, were banished, toroed into exile, and those 

who remained bad to aooept Catholioiam. 

Now these exilee, broken in spirit, impover­

ished, aoattered all over the Mediterranean world, Northern 

Atrioa, Egypt, Turkey, Palestine, Italy, and these emigres or 

exile• were steeped in myatioi•• Their whole mode ot 

thinking was saturated in Kabbala, in auperat1t1on, am ot 

oourae they were all intensely agitated by the thought that 

perhapa thia vast oataatrophe 11 the beginning ot tte 
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Meaaianio time; tm t things could not beoome any orse, 

and therefore they must beoorne better. 

Pol1t1oally, as fai• as Europe was ooncerned, 

the e was the e ot Turkish asoendenoy. From the tall 

or Constantinople in 1453 to the tall ot Hungary in 1547, 

the whole oen tel' was one ot steady TUrkish aaoendenay and 

enoroaohment upon Europe. In taot, the Turks were at the 

very borders ot Germany, and they ere driving the Venetians, 

the great oommeroial people of that time, off the seas. 

The Mohammedans were knook1ng at the gates or Europe, 

storming the citadels ot Christendom, and Christendom stood 

in awe ot these iohammedan Turks. That you must bear in 

mind it you ant to understand the appeal that Reuben! and 

Molko made to the Christian w<rld. 

Again,--and inoidental.ly it might be said, 

as :rar as the Jews were oonoerned, the tall ot Christendom 

was looked upon aa the antecedent to their restoration to 

Palestine,--two taotors ocmtributed to these Messianio 

expeotationa. One was the ritt in Christendom 1taelt 

brought about by the Protestant Retoimation. The heart ot 

Christianity was olett in twain, and Israel could not but 

regard th1a aeeming breakup ot Chr1at1an1t7 aa an evidence 

or the switt approaoh ot the asianio da7. And then the 

d1aoover,y or Amerioa 1n 1492 enkindled the imagination ot 

the people. Columbua hi•elt, you might be interested to 

know, regarded the diaoover,y ot America b7 him as tult1ll­

ment ot prophecy. And the Jews began to think that ~rh~• 



in this newly diaoovered world the lost Ten Tribea may be 

found; and the return of the lost Ten Tribes was alweys 

looked upon as a preparatoi:, step in the restoration ot 

Israel. 

There were all these faotora,--the expulsion, 

the spirit ot depression, the myst1o1sm which prevailed, 

these t1tan1o strusgles between Arab and Christian tor the 

mastery of Europe, the ritt in Christendom, the disoovery 

or the New ,Vorld,--all these factors csontributed to stir 

not only in the .rew1sh world but in the Christian world as 

well, vast millenary, apocd.yptio, Messianic expeotations; 

and expeotations always produce the t hings expected. And 

so before long we hear ot a Messiah aotually appearing 

on the soene. He appeared because eve rybody expected him 

to appear. The first one was David Reuben!. We know very 

little about him. He was a shrewd, ounning imposter, who 

tooled people from the humblest to the highest, and the 

Pope himselt,, as we shall see in a moment. He was probably 

a German J'ew, but he appears on the aaene in 1522 in Egypt. 

How he got there nobody lmow, but he is there in N\lbia, 

Egypt, and he announoea himselt to his fellow oo-rel1g1on-

1sta as the emissary, the ambassador or his brother Joseph, 

who 1a king in Khaibar, Arabia, and who rules over a vast 

domain inhabited by 300,000 Jewa, who are the deaoendenta 

or the tribes ot Reuben and Gad and halt the tribe ot 

Manaaaeh, and that. he and his brother Joseph are both 

lineal deaoendenta without a break trom nns ·soloaon hlmselt 
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and he succeeded in surrounding himselt with such state and 

suoh regal paraphernalia and su.oh mystery, that the people 

actually believed him. His mission tram his brother 

Joseph was that his brother was ready to place at the 

disposal ot the Pope and the Christian emperor a vast army 

ot well trained fighting men to help defeat the Turk; to 

drive the TUrk out or Palestine, thereby acoompl1sh1ng two 

things: first, serving Christendom by breaking the power or 

the Turk, and, seoondly, serving the oauae ot Israel by 

redeeming Palestine from the Turk tor the Jew. 

David Heubeni goes to Italy and sends aa his 

vanguard ambassadors to announce his ooming in the ildeat 

and ost extravagant te-rma. David Reuben! rides into Rome 

on a white charger, surrounded by statt, royally oaparisonea, 

dressed; and the amazing thing 1a that he is actually re-

ceived by the Pope,--Pope Clement VII. And all that he asks 

tor is ships and cannon with which to equip the army ot hie 

brother I and w1 th whio h to trans po rt the aoldie ra or hi• 

brother Joseph from Khaibar, Arabia to Palestine. 

Yoo. can readily understand how the Jewish worl4 

was arteoted by that. Here as the ambassador, a Jew, 00mins 

trom the unknown orld .Arabia, where seemingly the lost Ten 

Tribes still lived, received by the Pope himselt. Why, that 

waa the very beginning or the great denouement, the great 

hour ot the redemption; am they aoolaimad DaYid Reubeni; theJ 

pra7ed tor him in their synagogues, and they sent him girta. 

The Pope was very much impresaed With Reubeni, and g~1v"-=e~s-----==-=h1= •=_;:.___-=+~~---



. 
ored nti la to -{1Dg Tohn III or Portugal, and asks him to 

go see the king; and R ubeni goes to Portugal, :rrom whioh 

the jews had already beon exiled in 14gat but in hioh land 

Jews still lived as ar nos, s secret jews, public oonteaa-

1ng Cathol1o1sm but in private still clinging to their 

ancient taith; and the re were thot11ands or suoh aranoa 

in j. ortugal as in Spain; and David Reubeni is reooi ved by 

the king and he is actually promised eight ships and four 

thousand cannon for his myth1oal army, Reubeni remains 

at Portugal for a few years, and the whole hidden world 

or Maranoa begins to seethe with vast expectancy. 

Reubeni himself never claimed to be the 

Messiah, but by dropping hints end by having his henohmen 

and lieutenants subtl7 throw out s esti,n■, the legend 

was soon built up that Reubeni is either the essiah himself 

or the advance guard or t he Mess1 ah. While in Portugal 

Reubeni stirs t 1e imagination of one Marano whose hi story 

we sh l reoi te in a moment,--Solomon Mollco. But after a 

tew years King John tired ot this Jewish ambassador and has 

it suggested through him that Reubeni had best leave Portugal. 

Reubeni then deo1dea to call upon the great 

emperor, Charles V, who was at the time at Ratisbon, the 

head or the Holy Ranan Empim. He goea there aooompan1e4 

by Molko, ot whom we shall •pealc in a moment, and he pre­

sents his credentiala and his mission to the emperor. But 

untortun tely Om.rlea V waa a realist, Be waan•t very muoh 

by this mythioal a ot Beubeni and beoa• rather 
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ausp1o1o s or this impostor, and has him arrest•d and sent 

to antua, where he is tried by the Inquisition and sentenced 

to be 1mpr1aone tor life. Reubeni 1s sent to prison, and 

that is here the story ends. That is the laet e hear of 

David "eubeni. 

He le tt his own memoirs. e still have ths 

written in Hebrew, hioh clearly points to a German origin; 

the 1d1oa is German one although it is written in Hebrew. 

It reveals a man not very literate, but very keen, very 

aharp, and very daring. Just hat e had in mind no one 

to this day knows. ihether he actually had hoped to carry 

throo.gh this preposterous plan ot borro illG ships to 

tr nsport an urmy which did not ex1et, and or taking four 

thousand cannon to tight battle that would never take 

plaoe, nobody reH.lly know a. But h re is the story, the 

story of David Reuben1, who, by the e.y I has challenged 

the very skilful pen of the great German-Je ish author, 

Max Brod , who wrote a book on Reubeni whioh baa recently 

been tr nslated into • glish, called "Reuben!, the Pr1noe 

or the Jew a, ' wbioh ia we 11 or th read1ns. 

I said ·th t hilo in Portugal Reuben! oaught 

the :imag n t1 on of a M reno. '111 t Marano waa Solomon Molko. 

or all the pseudo- asi ha who exist in Israel through the 

a s olko was the most guileless, the most honest, the 

moat aelt-deluded 1 and the moat pathetic. When one read1 

his story one oannot help but b mond almost to tears by 

_,,_ 
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soul, a poet1 o soul, and the hour ot tragedy aeema to 

aooompany his lite right trom the very beginning. He was 

born a Christian. His parents were Maranoa, but early in 

hie youth he beoame aware of the taot that his ancestry 

was Jewish, and he was very muoh troobled and disturbed 

by the sad lot or his bretmrn, first 1n· Portugal, wh:> had 

to live dual existences, hide their identity, and more 

especially oonoerning the lot ot his brothers in other 

parts ot the world, persecuted, exiled; and he had dreams 

that perhaps some day GOd would redeem his unfortunate 

brethern and restore thEIIl to their former greatness. And 

then Reubeni oomes to Portugal, the ambassador of a great 

Jewish kingdom, promis1Jl8 healing and redemption tor his 

brethern. 

Molko 111 overwhelmed by this thing, and he 

goes to Heubeni; he reveals himself to him as a secret 

Jew. Reuben1 thrusts this proffer ot discipleship of Molko 

aside trom him. He ia atraid, because a man invited death 

in those day-a who was respons1 ble tor the oonversion ot a 

Christian to Judaism, and Reubeni did not want his own 

af'taire interfered with or endangered by this eoatatio 

myatio, this Marano Jew olko. But Molko has himselt 

intrpduoed into the household of Israel through the 

Abrahamitio rite aeoretly, and oomea to Reubeni and bega 

him to permit him. to aocampany- him on hie mission. Reubeni 

retwJea. Molko then sets out on his own JIY'&tio pilgrimage. 

Be leave ■ Portugal; he goea to TUrke7 and to Palestine, the 
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home or Jewish mysticism. He meets w1 th a great number ot 

leaders ot the Jewish world at that time, more partioularly 

with Joseph Caro, the author ot the "Shultian 'Aruk," 

who himself was a great myatio. He begins to preach 

in Jewish synagogue■, and we have a small volume or the 

sermons or olko called •serer ha- eto•ar," a rather 

strange, bizarre thing, in one or whioh sermons Molko 

announced the ~ s s1 ah will oome 1n 1540, and proves 1 t trom 

a oaloulation ot Biblical passages. And then he leavea 

Palestine and goes to ItalJ~in 1529. He meets Reubeni a 

second time 1n Italy, and here their missions merge. 

Molko, too, decides to see the Pope, and 

the same Pope Clement VII reoei:vea him, too. Molko•a 

prestige is en anoed by his havin suooesstully prognos­

ticated the great flood or the River T1 ber. He announced 

weeks ahead that the River Tiber will overflow on a certain 

day, and on a oertain day the river actually overtlowed 1ta 

bank■; and thai increased his prestige among the people. 

The people began to acclaim him as the Messiah, and Molko 

quite readily dritted into that role. And then he and 

Reuben1 set out together to aee the emperor, Charlea v. 
Well, I told you what happened to Reubenl atter hia inter­

view i th the emperor. Tm lot or Molko was even a sadder 

one, beoauae Molko had been a Christian and had become a 

:rew, and that was a a1n punishable by death, and so the 

Mantua Inqu1■1t1an deoreed burning at the stake tor 

Solomon Molko; and aa he was tied to the ■ take he wu 



. e 

ottered oomplete pardon i he would renounce his religion 

and turn Christian again, and that Solomon olko refused, 

and he died at the stake with the" "on his lips. 

A Bebrew author by the name of Kabat has just completed a 

marvelous trilogy in Hebrew built around the character or 

Solomon Molko. 

I have a little time left and I want to tell 

you the story of a third pseudo-Messiah ho lived almost a 

century later,--the greatest of' them all, the one whose 

oareer brought greater 'tragedies in Jewish lite than any 

or the other■; whose life aa actually of a revolutionary 

s1gnif'1cance in the Jewry or the day. I am speaking, ot 

course, ot Sabbatha1 · zebi . 

Sabbathai Zebi lived in the seventeenth 

century; and there I shoUl.d like to point to you the 

poli tioal and spiritual baokgrwnd of the time, so that 

you will understand how tmse essiahs oare to appear, to 

have a hearing. Keep in mind the year 1648, because 1 t 111 

vecy significant. The year 1648 marks the oloae or the 

Thirty Year• ar in Rurope. DUr.1.ng those thirty years ot 

war the popUlation ot Europe was depleted trom sixteen 

million to aix million. Almost two-third.a ot the towns, 

hem.let• and villages of rope were wiped out by- this 

terrible religious war among the people■ ot eatern Europe. 

And 1648 mark• the beginning ot the terrible coaaaok up­

risings 1n Eastern urope, in Poland, whioh upr1a1nsa were 

deatruotion of three hundred Jewish 
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oommunitiea in Poland, and the butohering or aane 300,000 
. 

J'ewa in a short period ot pemaps three yeara. 

Now think or what such events mean to the 

intellectual and the moral lite of a people. The Cossack 

rebellions broke the spirit ot Eastern European Jewry, oast 

a pall or dread and tear over the whole European Jewry; and 

the Christian world, likewise steeped in the horror and the 

misery and the blood or this long, protracted struggle, was 

also caught up in superstition, in religions ot mystery, in 

millenary expectations. The Christian world expected the 

coming or the Messiah, the oaning or their Messiah, or 

rather the seoond ooming ot their essiah. Even in a 

country like England these ssiinio nopes among the 

Christian■ were at tever point. 

You remember that du.ring the seventeenth 

century ·ED8land was in the throes ot a revolution. 

Cromwell had overthrown the monarchy; the PUritana were in 

the asoendeno7. Well, the Puritans and the numerous other 

aeota, like the q~aker, were extremely millenarian in 

their theology-. Tmy expected any moment the second 

coming of their Christ; but aoooroing to the beliet commonly 

held by the whole or Christendom., the seoond coming ot Jeaua 

must be preceded by the return ot the Jewa to Palestine; and 

here 1■ where the two hopea, the Christian and the Jewish 

Ueaa1anio hope■, merged. '!bat 1• wb_T the PUr1 tans were ao 
• 

triendly to the .Tewish oauae and to the .Tew■ , and that ia 

•~ llumaaaeh ban I• ael, playing upon thia 
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the Jews, auooeeded in gaining fran Cromwell the readmission 

ot the -Tewa to England. The Je ■ were exiled rran ngland 

in 1290. It was at this time--1651--that Mannaaaeh ben 

Israel, a Rabbi or Amsterdam, sent an appeal to Crcmnwell 

and to the Parliament to permit the readmission ot Jews to 

England, on this ground: that the Je a oan be restored to 

Palestine only if the old Biblioal propheoy wwld be 

fulfilled, namely, tm. t they would be scattered from one 

end of the earth to the other. 

Now the Jews were already in one end ot the 

earth; they were in America. If they oould be admitted to 

England they ould then be at the aeoond end or the earth, 

in the other extreme, the proph be f'ultilled, the 

Jews would return to Palestine, and then the Christian hopes 

would oome to paas. Anyhow, the Christians believed that 

their 1eas1ah would come in the year 1666. That was a 

very myatio number, that three sixes. Yoo tind it in the 

Book or Revelations; and therefore it is oaloulated thia 

1666 would be the miracle year. The jews had oaloulated 

that the eseiah would oane in 1648, because they found 

references to . that year in the great mystic book, The Zohar. 

So that the Jewish miraole year and the Christian miracle 

year w8re just a tew years apart, a difference between 

1648 and 1666, and it was during those ;yeara that this great 

drama ot Sabbatha1 Zebi was Pl81'e4 upon the stage ot Europe. 

Sabbatl:111 z bi waa a Sephardio Jew ot 

descent, born in Smyrna, 
~~~--
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tor an English house. The .... nglish were carrying on an 

extensive trade at the time to the evant, and undoubtedly 

the ather and the son, in receiving men rrom En lo.nd in 

their home all the time, must ave heard or these 

Mess1an:lo hopes or Christian ngland built around the 

year 1666. Sabbathai was a brilliant lad and a handsome 

lad. Early in his youth he mastered Talmudio and Ra.bbinio 

atudi •• He was partioular:cy- given to Kabbalistio or 

mystio studies. Ile practiced asceticism. He would deny 

hblselt to people ror daya and weeks at a time. He ould 

isolate hi elt in a room for weeks on end and study. He 

ould bathe day and night, nter and S1i11rne-r, in the sea. 

He ould chant beautiful peal.ma, and all his oontemporariea 

desoribe his Toioe "like the vo1o or an angel." 

ell, all these pr ctioes,--his singing, 

his oonduot, h1s aacetioiam, his studies, oaptivated the 

imagination or a group or people, and before very long 

he had a group or tollowera and d1ao1plea ho looked upon 

him. as one 11 ttle more than human; and then in 16'8 when 

Sabbathai zebi waa onl7 twent7-two years old, he one Sabbath 

morning s oalled up to read trom the Torah in the synagogue, 

and pronouncing the bene iotion, inste dot pronouncing it 

aa we do,--" ",--he pronounced it, " " -' 
th inev~table name, as only the high prie tin the Holy of 

Holies had a right to pronounoe the n e. That as an 

announoement ot his easiahllhip. 
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at once 

banished tro Smyrna. 

was exoommunioated and 

But that did not deter him. He 

wandered around t'rom Smyrna to Constantinople, to Salonika. 

In Salonika he gathered a follo ing around him, am had 

himself married, eymbolioally, to the Torah in a public 

ceremony. He was driven from Salonika, too, and he went 

to Egypt, and In Cairo he m.d the first break ot good luck. 

He met up with a rich :r w, perhaps the richest Jew of Cairo 

at the time, and he impressed him. So that from now on 
• 

Sabb~thai Zebi had financial baoking--and that is very 

important, even in the career or a essiah. 

In Cairo Sabbathai Zebi heard rumors brought 

to him that in Leghorn there waa • beautiful young woman 

by the name of Sarah, a rettigee r om t e persecutions in 

Poland, who was on er we.y to meet the essiah in order to 

become his brido, and that tits marvelously with hie plan; 

and so he sent for Sarah in Leghorn and she oame to Cairo, 

and Sabbatha1 Zebi was married to her. She was a woman ot 

amazing beauty, so the contemporaries say, and or even more 

amazing cunning, and she beoame the ree.t moving spirit or 

this Mess1an1o--shall we say oonspiraoy, or enterpriee?-­

trom that moment on. 

Sabbe.thai Zebi leaves Cairo and go a to 

:reruaalem. The J"ewieh oommuni ty ot Jerusalem at the ti1!19 

1a in sore straits; they have been living otf the oontri­

butiona which had been sent to them right along, mainly rrom 

Eastern 4urope. You know the :re a ot • stern Europe had 



aurtered in these cossack rebellions, and their souroea ot 

income had been out ott, and they were starving, and they 

could think ot only one man who could help them out, and 

that was that rioh Jew in Cairo; and they could think ot 

only one man to persuade him to help them out, and that is 

Sabbathai Zebi, and Sabbathai undertakes this mission, goes 

back to Cairo to see this rich Jew, and suooeeds in receiving 

a large contribution from him far these Jewa ot Jerusalem. 

Well or course when he oomes baok to 

Jerusalem with this money he is nat~ally hailed aa the 

Messiah, as the miracle man, as the man who had saved 

their lives. And so legend begins to grow up around 

Sabbatha1. And then in the oity ot Gaza., not tar from 

Jerusalem, a young man by the name ot Nathan arises one 

day and announces to his people that he had received word 

direct from heaven through revelation that within a year 

or so the Messiah 11:>uld appear, and the Jews would be 

restored to Palestine, am that the Messiah was now in 

Jerusalem. Well, people put two and two together. Here 

was labbathai Zeb1 in Jerusalem, and surely he must be tie 

one to whom the prophecy ot Nathan point ■; and :f'rom that day 

on Sabbathai has an Elijah, a prophet, a spokesman, who 

speaks ro r him. 

Now when Sabbatha1 Zebi telt that he was 

strong enough he returns to Emyrna, to his native hCllle, and 

there he again announces himaelt. This ia now 1665, one 

year betore the 16&8. Be announoea himaelt againa a• the 
i---
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King Messiah. And now he has too many backers tor the few 

R~bbia to dare to exoomm.unioate him, and he is acclaimed 

publicly. "Long live our Lord, our king Sabbathai Zebi1" 

And processions are held through the streets, and a frenzy 

seizes upon the whole populace. It is amazing to read the 

records of the ti e. Young men and young women become 

ecstatic and frenzied and given to prophecy. The moat 

amazing things talce place. People begin to sell their 

homes to be ready tar the hour when the trumpet or the 

Messiah shall summon them to go to Palestine. And Nathan 

of Gaza, his propmt, and a tew other or his henchmEtn, 

begin to send communioaticm.s broadcast throughout Europe, 

o Italy, to France, to Mesopotamia, to Germany, announcing 

the coming or the Messiah, the appear nae of the Messiah, 

and advising than all to submit to penance, to do penance 

to atone for their sins, so that they will be found worthy 

when the signal is given to return to Palestine; and you 

would be amazed to read what took place throughout Europe, 

in AmSterdam, in stamboul, in London, in Rome, in the 

Jewish communi tiea, when news came or this essiah. 

They sang songs in the synagogue; they 

printed new prayer booka incorporating special prayers tor 

Sabbatha1 Zeb1; they sent ambassadors with gitta to 

Sabbathai. Well, this marvelous reception which he received 

has convinced Sabbatha1 . Zeb1. He knew he was the Messiah. 

He may have had some doubts before, but now he was certain. 

aooner or ~--
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wa■ the l[eseiah be had to produce the goods, am the way to 

produce the good■ was to go to Constantinople to the Sultan 

and aay, "Mr. sultan, the time has come for you to abdicate • 

I am the . asiah. You give me your throne and I will see 

that the Jews get back to Palestine." And Sabbatha1 Zeb1 

leaves smyrna and travels to Constantinople. He was ship­

wrecked, picked up on the coast, an::i instead ot being taken 

to the palace or the Sultan he is taken to prison. 

But the story is not over yet. From that 

prison he is transported to the political prison in the 

fortress ot Abydos . He is treated kindly, as a political 

prisoner. The ~u1ten, or the Pashas who were governing 

TUrkey at the time, did not want to ant~onize the tens ot 

thousands and hundreds or thousands o Je a in their vast 

empire, who aotually looked upon t)lis man as a very important 

figure. So they treat him kindly; and many Jews begin to 

visit him in this rortreaa, and they bring gitta to the 

keeper or the :t'ortrea ■, and everybody connected with that 

prison beoomes r1oh, and they sort ot like the idea; and 

Sabbathai Zebi actually holds court in the tortreaa. People 

who come into his presence kneel, prostrate themaelvea, kia■ 

the dust before him, hail him aa the easiah. 

And then the tide begins to turn. A oertain 

Jew,--and it takes a J'ew,--by the name ot Nehemiah Ha-Kohen, 

a Polish Jew, himaelt a prophet (the world wae :tull ot 

prophets in those daya) hears about thia Sabbathai Zebi, and 

he himaelt was imprettsed with the that he ouaht to 
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become a Messiah within the next tew months; and Sabbathai 

zebi is told about this Nehemiah Ha-Kohen, who had prophe­

sied in Poland about the coming or the Messiah, and he 

wants to win him over to his aide, and he has him· a,mJDOned 

through emissaries, and Nehemiah Ha-Kohen comes to Abydos 

and aeea Sabba.thai Zeb1. trnt'ortunately he is not impressed. 

He does not think that Sabbathai is the real article; and 

he says so. And then the tollowers ot Sabbathai deo1de to 

kill Nehemiah Ha-Kohen, but Nehemiah was 1nronned or thi ■ 

plot and esoapea to Adrianople, turns Mohammedan, and inform.a 

the Sultan and his Pashaa about the schemes of this Jew 

Sabbatha1 Zeb1, who was trying to undermine the Turkish 

Empire; who was trying to depose the Sultan. 

That did not sound vecy good to the Sul tan. 

He was tolerating the J'ew■ in his empire and treating them 

very kindly, but he certainly did not want any Jewa con­

spiring against his well-beins; and re decides to kill 

Sabbathai zebi, and along with him all his tollowera en masse. 

But there was in his court a converted Jew who harbored good 

teelinga toward the Jews and did not want to see thie 

tragedy, and so he persuade• the Sultan not to kill Sabbathai 

Zebi and his follower■ but to have Sabbathai Zeb1 becane a 

Mohammedan, and hia rollower■, thereby killing two bird• 

with one shot,--liquidating th1a oonapiraoy and winning over 

thousands or Jew■ to hi• re.1th. And this converted 1ew goe ■ 

to Sabbatha1 Zeb1 and tells him. what is in store tor him and 

hia ollower ; and this 1• the whole ori tloal point in tbe 
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story. sabbathai zebi becomes a ohammedan, but whwther he 

did it beoauae he was actually a taker in an ettort to save 

his lite, or hether he did it because he wanted to avert 

a terrible tragedy which would overtake thousands and tens 

of thousands of innocent Jews, tor whioh he would be 

responsible, remains one of the great mysteries ot Je iah 

history. 

It is a raot that he was summoned before the 

Sultan, and as he came into his presence he threw down his 

Jewish headgear, whatever he wore on his head, and took the 

white turban which was ottered him. and plaoed it on his head, 

whioh waa a sign that he had renounced his Jewish taith and 

had accepted the Sultan'• tai th. You can understand what 

that meant to the Jewish world. Their Messiah bad turned 

traitorl But, strange things about Messiahs, anything 

they oan do goea. Even a:t'ter he beoame a Mohammedan his 

tollowera still believed in him. They said, in the first 

plaoe, that 1 t as not Sabbatha1 ze1r1 at all who became a 

Mohammedan; it was only his phantom; the real Sabbathai 

Zebi was in hiding, awaiting the great moment tor his 

appearanoe. or they said it was part ot the story or the 

Messiah; that he must t.lrst beoome converted to Mohammedan­

ism so that through h1a oonversion he nay auooeed in winning 

over the ohammedana to Juda1am.. 

Well, be that as it may, tor a long tiile 

thereafter Nathan ot Gaza and others kept on sending word 

Jewish world not to de■pair but to keep ~~--~-~--====~~~=~-~~ ~~~===4---=c=~ 
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taith al1V& in Sabbatha1 Zebi. But the be.ck ot the movement 

was broken. Betore very long the Rabbia and those who 

al ya had doubted and saw the menace ot this movement, but 

who were afraid or who re 1nt1m1dated,--it as a mtter 

or lite; one was in danger ot his lite when he spoke a ainst 

the new .l•~ssiah,--the Rabbis began to assert their authority; 

they began to exoornnunioate the followers of Sabbathai Zebi, 

and the movement began to decline. Sabbathai Zebi himself, 

while officially a Mohammedan, Mahmed Ettendi, and a 

henohman or the Sultan, still oontinued to praotioe many 

or the customs and rites of Judaism; and people tell in the 

ohronioles of t1nd1ng Sabbathai zebi surrounded by a group 

of disciples .ohanting the peal.me as of yore, and shedding 

bitter t.ears as he was chanting t • 

Finally, the Rabbis and others who were 

inta ested in saving the Je 1sh community from a reourrenoe 

or bbathai Zebi's enthusiasm, persuaded the royal house 

to banish Sabbatha1 8eb1, and he was sent to an out or the 

way small town, --Dulcigno, in Albania. There, on a certain 

D:ly of AtoneIIlfllt Sabbathai Zebi breathed hia last. 

There 1a muoh more that I oud like to tell 

you about this oharaoter, but it is too late. If you are 

interested, I would suggest that you read another novel 

written by Solomon oalled "Rejected Mesaiaha," 

whioh haa reoently been translated into English, whioh telle 

the stor.r in novel rom, or oouree, ot Sabbathai Zeb1. I 

have atte~ted to s1•e zou t ~~ bom ~~=--=~-
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these three talse ssiaha. You may also b interest 

in reading more bout them in my own book ot es ianio 

Speoulation." Thia is b7 way of advertenoe. 
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1 e111ple Religious School 
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t ht ng-r n 1011 t0 thri h r •:n- •tl fa mi I il' . 
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