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The year 1928 proved to be a quieter and happier year for mankind.
Europe actually managed to go through twelve months without a war or
a revolution.

The outstanding international event of 1928 was the signing of
the Briand-Kellogg Pact. The importance of this pact can be under-
estimated and over-estimated. It is not an idle gesture. For the
first time in the history of mankind war is declared to be a corime
and outlawed. As the outlawry of war idea gains prestige in the course
of time a nation would have to be wreckless indeed and drunk with power
cynically to violate it. The Treaty does not automatically end war.
Neither did the command - "Thou shalt not kill" end all homicide. The
Treaty does bring war within the scope of legal condemnation and
restraint.

The nations signatory to the Treaty must now give evidence to
their good faith by agreeing to limit their armaments. I am afraid
that England and France will prove the two great stumbling blocks
in the way of such limitation. For being supreme, the one on the

seas and the other on land,'they will not wish to surrender anything

which may lessen their power. England has already thwarted one
major attempt made by the United States to limit naval armament. Unless
England consents to come to a full and honest understanding with

the United States on the subject of naval parity the next great




war of the world will be a war between the United States and Great
Brittain. This is a dreadful thing to contemplate but only a foolish
romanticist will fail to contemplate such an eventuality. The same
naval race which led England and Germany into the war of 1914 hsas
now begun between England and the United States. Unless stoppéd at
once nothing but war will stop it.

The United States should ratify the Peace Pact without delay
and whether it passes the Cruiser bili or not, it should proceed at
once to negotiate for another conference with England and with other
naval powers for concerted disarmament.

The outstanding political event in the United States during 1928
was of course the election of the new president, lr. Herbert Hoover.
If Mr. Hoover will evidence during his term of office the same
statesmanship which he has clready evidenced in making his good-will
visit to the peoples of Central and South Americz, the American people
has chosen wisely and well.

The presidential caﬁpaign of 1928 raieed two issues which the
election did not settle - Prohibition and Religion. Prohibition still
remains the unravelled, girdian knot of the American people. The
election of Mr. Hoover did not in the dlightest solve the problem.

The religious passions which were aroused during the campaign

and the upthrust of medieval bigotry and intolerance proved that we ure

gtill very far from the millennium and that much of the talk of good-

will between races and religions which is being generously indulged in
in our land in these days is idle talk. Beneath the attractive surface
of American unooraoy there are still vast, ugly deposits of bigotry
and racial and religious intolerance. The American churches and the

American schools have so far failed in achieving that which they claim
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to achieve - cooperation and good-will among the citigzens of

our nation.






