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• 
The old surtace oontliot between religion 

and science cropped up again recently at the convention ot 

the • .Amer1oan Assooiation tor the Advancement of Soienoe, 

whioh was held in the city of New York. The oooasion 

was a paper read by Dr. Harry Elmer Barnes, protessor ot 

historical aooiology at Smith college, on the subject, 

"Medioal Science va. Religion aa a Gui4e to Life." 

The oentral theme of this address, as 

far as it is reported in the press, was that the time 

has now oome for mental hygiene to take the plaoe ot 

theology as a guide to living; and 1n the course of his 

address Dr. Barnes made many pronounoementa whioh, oon­

ta1n1ng as they did, muoh that was true and muoh that waa 

falae, created a great deal of oonment and or1t1oi•. 

I am going to take up the points ot 

Dr. Barne•' paper one by one 1n the oourae ot the addreaa 

this morning, but at the aitset I should like to conment 
.. 

upon this very significant taot: that Dr. Barnes, while 

disousaing his subjeot "Medioal Soienoe vs. Religion" at 

a ao1ent1f1o gathering, 1a himself neither a medioal man 

nor a theologian. He 1a no ao1ent1at at all, exoept in-

sotar aa you oan oall a teaoher ot history a ao1ent18'. 

He has specialized 1n no aoienoe, nor in the aoienoe ot 

religion; and be projected into a ao1ent1t1o aaeembl7 a 

discussion of these two major theme■ olearly without 
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adequate preparation or quel.1t1oat1on. 

so that it was not at all surprising that 

the president of the assoo1at1on telt oalled upon to 

rebuke Dr. Barnes tor trespassing, tor haring intruded 

upon a ao1ent1t1o oongress with a dieoussion or a purely 

subjective matter, ror the presentation or mere opinion. 

In all fairness to Dr. Barms it should be said that with 

all his good intentions he oould not but have played the 

role ot a "bull in a ohina shop" in d1aouss1ng this 

particular subjeot, tor derivi~ his authority seoondhand, 

not being a so1ent1st, not being a religionist, he oould 

not but arrive at oonolusions which 11ere ratmr journal-

1st1o, somewhat grotesque and hidebound. 

It is al ways unwise tor a man to trespass 

upon a domain in whioh he is not master. Nothing but 

contusion ·Oan result from suoh an adventure. It is alway■ 

unwise tor the so1ent1at to present ~timatums to the 

religionist, or, conversely, tor the religionist to 

present ultinatuma to the soientiat. Tb91r spheres, while 

not mutuall.7 exclusive, a;-e not 1dent1oal. They are 

supplemented; they require ditterent types ot technique; 

they belong to different aets or bnman attitude■, it 70u 

will. The real aoientist and the real man ot taith haTe 

never quarreled. It 1a only the paeudo-aoientiat and the 

paeudo-rel1g1on1a,, the dogmatists in each sphere, the 

doctrinaire, who ~ink that they are in poaaesaion ot the 

the last -,rd, that have wa 4 thi ■ 
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unprofitable and senseless war, in whioh Dr. Barnes has 

now broken out atresh. 

It is clear to every man who thinks at all, 

that as ao1enoe advance• and as religion advancea, as they 

enter new worlds of diaoavery,--they do ot neoessity,--they 

are constrained to revise some or their previous opinicm.a, 

conclusions and positiona. The ao1ent1at has done that, 

and the rellg1on1at has done that, and they are doing 1 t 

today. Dr. Barnes ia aeemingl.7 unaware of this prooeaa 

ot continuous r~1nterpretat1on '61oh 1a goins on in the 

realm ot progressive re11g1on.. I asked myself wmn I 

read Dr. Barnes• address just wlat people he had in mind 

when he delivered himself or that pronouncement. as he 

thinking ot the orthodox reli io 1st Then hia challenge 

is a perteotly tutile one; tor this challense, namely, to 

redefine religion, to readjust it to the new aoientific 

thoaght, has been made to them over am ov,sr again, and 

they have paid no attention to it because they are 

orthodox and they prefer U>.e tradi t1cnal. 

It he was addressing himaelt to the liberal 

religionist, then he amuld ha va known that he waa fight­

ing battles already oomplated, t.1.niabed; ,hat he waa 

storming c1,adela long taken; that b8 was laying ghoata 

that have been laid deoades and generations ago. Why, the 

progreas1Te rel1g1ou• man ma been engaged tor a hundred 

yeua 1n an ettort to reinterpret h1• religious oonoepta, 

to harmonize the new ac1ent1t1c truth to h1a religioua 
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oonTiot1ona. 

so that it Dr. Barnes came to this oongreaa 

ot soient1ata with a new religious philosophy, even though 

he did not belong in a soientitio body, but 1r he came not 

with a challenge but with a well thought religious philoa­

opb.7. and presented it, it would have been eagerly studied, 

and it tound true I am sure it would have been eagerly 

aooepted; but instead ot that he came with a challenge: 

redet1ne, reinterpret, revamp,-- 1thout 1nd1oating, in the 

first plaoe, that this attenpt to reinterpret has been 

going on tor a hundred yeara; in the aeoond plaoe, without 

1nd1oat1ng wlBt kind ot an 1nterpretat1DB he would suggest. 

so that at best his apeeoh,--beaaua it was a speech and 

not a aoientitio oontrlbution,--w be1ated and rather 

auper:rluoua. 

I should like to say a word about the 

subjeot title ot hia eddreaa,--"Medioal Science versua 

Religion aa a Guide to Lite. " And I have aaked myselt 

"Why 'versus'"? What progressive religious man 1• 

opposed to medioal soienoe? Unless he waa reterring to 

theoaophio oulta, like Christia So1enoe, who den7 the 

reality ot matter and theretore the exiatenoe ot any human 

diaeaae•, there isn't a liberal religious man 1n the world 

today wbo 1 opposed to medioal eoienoe. Med1oal eoienoe 

1 a part ot '1le 1no reasins store ot human knowledge. It 1• 

d1Tine a■ religious truth 1• difl.ne, tar all vu-.h derin• 

troa ou aouroe-trom Jl&ll and man•• uniTerae, whioh 1n tura 
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derive ■ trm God. There is but one mind in man: that ia 

thinking, And there is but one universe with wh1oh man• s 

thousht ia wreatli11g all the time, aeeld.ng to wrest trom 

it truth; and ir it is medical truth. or ohemioal truth. 

or teohn1cal truth, or religious truth, they are 011e. 

The religious man welaomes all medical 

knollledge beoa.uae it helps him in his lire, proteota him. 

\Vhy, religious bodies in the past and religious bodiea 

today build and are building hospitala and medical research 

laboratories. I venture to say that most of the hospital.a 

in our oi ty have been built and are being maintained by 

religious bodies. Why" "Medi! oal Soienoe vereus Religion"? 

Nor is the religi;oua ran. opposed to mental 

hygiene. That 1a a broad tem rcr. psychology and payobo-

analysis. Any new diaoovery whioh gives us more aoourate 

intarmation about the workings or the human mind, about 

its reaotione to stimuli, about its ourioua twists and it• 

dark: corners, about the nature or mental aberr&.tion,--any 

new knowledge in that sphere 1a thrioe weloomed. But it 

can only help men to live a more m:>rm.al and aane lite. 

The religioue nan is not opposed to payoh­

ology or pa;rohoanalyai a. It 1a only when the rather meager 

t1nd1nga of modern payohology are exploited by amateurs 

who make pronounoementa and generalizations on the orig~n 

and the destiny ot the human mind, or aoul, or thought,--it 

1a only when they leave the laborato17 and they begin to 

philosophize and apeoula••• that the rel1g1oua man---=1----:...•~---+---~ 



warranted, begs leave to queAtion and to doubt these pro­

nounoementa and generalizations ot acxne ot these amateur 

payohologiets; he begs leave to inspect the er dentials, 

and very often he tin.ds t t the oredentialo presented by 

these amateur syohologists are n tin order; that they set 

theme lves up ass okesmen ot a ~reat boy or so1entif1o 

truth whioh does not exist. 

The very day th t the newspapers reported 

Dr. Barnes' address, and 1n tact at the ver, session t 

whioh Dr. Barnes made his gre t appeal for mental hygiene 

to take the pl oe of. theology, Dr. Knight Dunlop, of Johns-

Hopkins University, real 801ent1st, a an ho worked in 

the field o:r psychology d psychoanalysis, made this very 

diaoonoerting observ t1on about t bole subjeot. "Out or 

this," he saya, "has ro n the exploitation o:r ental hygiene, 
. 

which has already begun to have an unpleasant odor, and a 

most extensive att pt to a ply hat none of the appli rs 

know. Th re is robably no xpanse ot tictlon as rich in 

imagtnative pro uots as ie th mass o~ material being put 

betore the publio as ental hygiene. Although the progress ~ 

of psychoanalysis has been arked by the development ot 

gl1tt ring hypotheses stated as f ots, and the substitution 

or atill othera, t e oour e or sychoanalys1e cannot be 

treated simply as a z1g-z g th or an inebriate ma:tked by 

a aeries of empty flasks. The hypotheses, abandoned or not, 

pro uoe re ults whioh are aomtimas appalling." 

I oall ur attention to 



payoho-payohologiat to the sort or thing that Dr. Barnes 

attempted to do with mental hygiene. "AlthoU8h the progre• 

ot payohoanalysis baa been marked by the development ot 

glittering hypotheses s•ted as taota ... " In other ord■, 

Dr. Barnes' atar witness, mental hygiene, is not reliable, 

according to the testimony ot a real student or mental 

hygiene. 

Medioal scienoe, my friends, or mental 

hygiene, never baa and does not trespass upon the t1el4 ot 

religion. The aim ot medioal soienoe ia to proteot lite, 

to prolong lite. The aim ot mental hygiene ia to asst st 

people into sound and normal thinking and living. Religion, 

on the other hand, oonoerns itself with man•s relation to 

the universe. Religion 11 a matter ot oonviot1ons touohing 

the fundamental raots ot exiatenoe. Religion is a philoa-

ophy. It seeks to anawer certain questions which men haft 

asked themselves ainoe the beginning ot their retleotive 

lite, and wbioh men will ask themselves until the end or 

time; question• or whence and whither and wh7 and wtererore; 

questions whioh neither medioal science, nor technical 

aoienoe, nor ohemioal soienoe oan answer; questions whioh 

probe into the very heart ot the oosmoa; desperate oueationa 

whioh have intrigued and tantalized man ainoe the beginning 

or time. Wh7, then, medical aoienoe veraua religion aa a 

guide to lite, rather than medical aoienoe and religion aa 

a guide to lite? 

Let me ,a1ce up D:r. Bame•' points one bJ -'-"=o=ne=------=c•-
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and comment on them aa we go along. Dr. Barne■ aaya: "It 

there 1a a greater need tor an adequate oonoept1on ot God, 
. 

this newer view ot God must be formulated in the light ot 

contemporary aatrophyaioa, whioh completely repudiates the L-

theology and the ooaaology ot the Holy Scripture. What we 

need, it a notion ot aod is needed, 1• auoh a oonoeption o~ 

God aa Dr. Fo■diok might work out in the light ot the aatro­

phyaioal d1aoover1ea and conoeptiona ot Shapley and Miohelaen, 

and the study of atom.a and electrons by Bohr, Planck and 

Millikan. It is of little value to attempt to 1nouloate 

a view of God ao hopelessly inadequate and out ot date aa 

that whioh was slowly and paintully evolved by the semi­

ba.rberoua Hebrew peoples in the C,.V■ when a rudimentary 

type ot geocentrio and anthropomorph1o outlook reigned 

supreme and unohallenged." 
' we need a new detinition of religion ln 

terms ot aatrophysloa,--assuming that no new attempt baa 

been made; assuming that since t he day■ ot Galileo and 

Copernloua and Kepler and Newton, no religious mind haa 

been at work on this problem ot readjusting rel1g1ou■ 

oonoepta to the new warld which aatron0Jll7 rewaled to man. 

That ot oourae i ■ preposteroua. Dr. Barne■ baa just 

awakened to the taot that many a progreaalw religiou■ man 

baa abandoned the oo■mogo117 ot the Book ot Oeneaia. He 

has just awakened to the taot that progressive men ot taith 

no longer turn to the Bible•• their aouroe ot ao1ent1t1o 

knowledge. That baa been going on tor generatiou. 
-=~-~c~--1,•=~~~ ~--~=-==~~~----~~~ 
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But what ot it? What has all that to do 

with religion? Suppose that the aooount ot the creation 

of the world in the Book ot Genesis is antiquated; suppose 

that it represents the aoientitio thought of three thousand 

years ago. What ot it? What has all that to do with 

religion? our world today 1s infinitely larger than the 

world or the man who lived three thousand years ago. we 

have pushed the rim ot the universe back into 1ntinity. 

we have peopled the spaoe■ with worlds and universes un­

dreamt ot by the man or long ago. We now measure distances 

in light yeara, in myriads ot millions ot miles. The 

teleaoope has revealed to ua worlds without and the mioro­

soope worlds within. The world haa baoome,--we all know 

it; it 1a a trulem; it is a platitude, almost,--the world 

has become more atupendoua, more involved, more bewildered. 

Has it theretore become less awesome? Less wonderful? 

Do we really lmow more about 1 t today than the man knew 

three thousand yeva a9>? I mean about real thing■,--

origins, purposes, deatinitea. Has the new truth which 

has oome to us banished God from these silent and untathom­

able interstellar apaoe■? Why not at all. 

I venture to aa7 that you and I today, with 

all ot our knowledge, oan repeat with a thouaandtold more 

intensity that exolamation ot the psalmists "Lord, o Lorcl, 

how lorioua 1a thy name in all the earth.I Thou who hast 

•~ lhJ' glory in the heaven. When I behold thy heawna, 

the wol'k ot Thy tingera, the moon and the 



hast oreated, what ia man that Thou art mindtul ot him? And 

the aon or man that Thou remembereat him?" Can we not 

reaot to the beauty and the splendor or the Psalm 104, the 

oreation psalm wbioh I read this morning, just as the man ot 

two thousand and three thousand years ago did? He may 

have been a semi-barberoua Hebrew who wrote Psalm 104 and 

Psalm a; he may have been a semi-barbarous Hebrew who said, 

"I 11n up my eyea unto the heavens and ask who created me," 

but the highly oiv1lized man ot 1929 has not yet given an 

answer to that question; and until the end of time men will 

repeat, nWhen I behold Thy heavena, the work ot ThY fingers, 

the moon and the atar■ which thou hast oreated, what 1a man 

that Thou art mindtul ot him?" - because our position in the 

world beoomes 1ntin1 tely amalle r tlie greater the world 

expands. A man three thousand years ago looked upon 

h1maelt a■ 1nt1n1tely mare important in the world, in the 

univerae, than we have a right to do today. 

His aeoond point. contemporary soienoe, 

aooording to r. Barnes, has neoesa1tated a complete 

revolution in the accepted uae ot the purpose ot lite. 

"This eanh," he said, "oan no longer be viewed as a 

training oamp preparatory tor lite in the new Jerusalem., 

but should be regarded aa a place in which man ahould make 

himself aa happy as possible during his temporary ex1stenoe 

here on earth." Now there 1a truth 1n that statement. 

But Dr. Barne■ ia attaoklng here not religion but certain 

rel1 iona who are built ot other worldline■a, ..::..===-=~-~­
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plaoed the oenter ot graT1t7 in the world beyond rather 

than in this world. J'udaism is no such religion. Judaiam 

has alwaya maintained "tho heawna belong to God and the 

earth He gave to the children ot nan." The Old Testament 

is singularly tree :trom other orldl1nesa. It calls upon 

men to build tor themselves here upon earth a kingdom ot 

righteousness, and the wmle tone and tenor or the ethioa 

or the prophets was not supernaturalism but a oall to men 

to build for themselves here "a kingdom or God" hare 

righteou.sneaa, love and peaoe and good will will reign. 

That is not an indictment of religion. By the way, this 

challenge to orthodox religions to surrender their other 

worldliness has been o1ng on tor oenturiea, and Dr. Barnes 

seemingly has just discovered the tao. 

The next point. "If the Ten commandments 

are to be obeyed today, it should be only hen their pr oepta 

and advice oan be proved to square with the best natural 

and soo ial so ienoe ot the pre sent time. They must be 

subjected to the same objective aoientifio scrutiny as 

that to which we would submit the ooamoloSY ot Oenesia or 

·the me dioal view a in Levi tioWI." 

The Ton Commandments should be subjected to 

the same objeotive soient1t1o scrutiny. ell, there is no 

objection to that. 'J?hey ha stood the test ot thirt7 

oen turie 11. But there must be a suggestion in that para-

graph that the Ten Comnendmenta need to be revised. He 1• 

not so much oonoerned testing them; he la alightl7 
~---++-~ 
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hoping that there may be some revision ot the Ten command­

mente; and I wonder whioh ot the Ten Commandments Dr. Barne• 

would like to revise. The First Commandment 1a nothing 

more than a deolaration oonoerning the existence ot God. 

It is no oommandmen, at all; it ia a declaration ot faith. 

"I am the Lord thy GOd." And the role ot God in human 

hiatory,--"Who has brought thee out or the land ot Egypt, 

out of the house or bondage." 

The Second Commandment 1a aimed against 

idolatry. SUrely Dr. Barnes would not have ua return to 

idolatrous praotioea in making images or pbyeioal bodies 

and worshipping them. The '!lbird Commandment oonoerna 

itselt with invoking God's nmne in vain; with using life's 

supreme sanctities without warr t; with nearing in God•a 

name talaely. No sane man oan object to that. Nothing in 

modern sooial science is oppoased to that. 

The Fourth Commandment oonoerned itselt with 

a day of rest, tor men who work, the most progressive bit or 

social legislation that was ever written down on the statute 

books ot mankind; a commandment which aaved the human raoa 

trom slavery. "Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy 

work, and on the seventh day shalt thou rest." Shall we 

revise the litth c~andment, "Honor th7 father and thy 

mother"? or the Sixth, "Thou shalt not murder?" or the 

Seventh, "Thou shalt not oommit adultery"? Perhaps tha, 

1a the oommandment that people would like to revise. or the 

11ghth, "Thou shalt not ateal"7 • The whole ot oiYilization, 
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the bnmen tamil.y, is baaed upon the Seventh commandment. 

Shall 1 t be the Ninth, 'Thou shalt not bear 

talse witness," upon which our entire oode of jurisprudence 

ia based? Or the Tenth, "Thou shalt not oovet"? - jealousy, 

whioh 1s the curse ot lite and the cause or bitter oonflict 

between men and natiou. Which one of these Ten commerulmenta 

need to be revised today? They do not need revision; all 

they need is to be obeyed. 

The nerl point of Dr. Barnes. "The new 

ooamio perspective and biblical criticism rule out ot 

o1v111zed nomenclature one of the bas1o oatagor1ea of all 

religious and metaphyeioal morall ty, namely, sin. One may 

admit the existence of immorality and crime, but scarcely 

sin, whioh is by teohnioal efin1t1o a willtul and direot 

a:rrront to God, a Tiolati<m ot the explicitly revealed will 

ot God. Modern soienoe has shown it to be d1rt1oult to 

pron the very existence ot God, and even more or a problem 

to show any d1reot solicitude or GOd tor our petty and 

ephemeral planet. Biblical or1t1c1sm, the history ot 

religion• and cultural history have revealed the taot that 

we can in no direct and literal senae look upon the Bible 

or any other existing holy book aa embodying the revealed 

will or -God. Consequently it we do not and oannot kno the 

nature ot the will or God regarding human behaT1or, we cannot 

Yery well know when we are violatins it. In oiher wcr4a, 

sin 1• aoientitloall7 undefinable and unlcnowabl • Bame 

ain gou into the lilabo ot ancient auperat1,1ona auoh u 



witoho tt and saor1t1ce." 

Though there ie no more sin, what we have 

no is immorality and orime. ell, what's the ditterenoe? 

I hav a ed my elt whether, re lly, Dr. Barnes, aa an 

intelligent human being, 1s not playing with words, and 

whether he is not tilting with 1ndm1lla." There are 

many old words h1oh have lost their primary meaning an4 

whioh we still retain, beoause they oonTey to ua certain 

datinite conoepta. We st . 11 speak ot the sun riaing and 

the aun setting, and we know that the sun does not rise and 

the sun does not et. Sin carries with it certain 

connotatio s whioh e find supremely helpful, and so we 

have retained the word. Suppose e ruled out the word "sin" 

rrom the human vooabulaey. o otild be the gainer? What 

ould be the change? Nothing. Tho reality would be made. 

man who violates a law whioh society re arda as ot utmost 

importance brands himaelt 1n his own eyes and in the eyea 

or aooiety a■ an attender, as a v1olator,--aa someone who 

baa-- e WI the ord sin" beoauao it is the moat 1no1s1ve 

and the m st helpful,.--someone who has sinned aga1n■t the 

highest social val , and 1nasmuoh as the religious man 

look upon God the ouroe ot the moral law, just a.a he 

looks upon God aa t e source ot the ph7sioal law, because 

ther is only one universe and n is a part ot that 

universe, and man's life, hi aooial lite, is part ot 

that universe, and its laws belong to that unive •• and 

are the lawa of God, therefore the rel1g1ou man look■ upon 

-1~ 



the Tiolation ot aupreae social law•• an 01tenae ot 

Deity, as a violation of the will or God; and the religious 

man knows the 111 of God just as he knows the lawa or the 

physical universe, through observation and experienoe. 

Mankind, whioh has lived upon this planet 

for over a million years, has disoovered that oert in waya 

ot lite lead to growth and progress and happinea■, and 

certain other ways or lite lead ~o degradation and defeat 

and disaster, and that exper1enoe and observation covering 

multitudinous centuries have become moorporated in social 

lawa, and man is Justitied in regarding these aa the 

express ion or ivinity, aa the ill ot God, just as he 1 ■ 

justified in looking upon law■ whioh has diaoovered 

through observation and e~eri no in the physioal world 

as laws of God. 

• I am not partioularly devo'Wd to the tam 

·"sin." We oan bret along J. thout 1 t. But I am oonoerned 

with t l e reality back or the word. A man who oommita a 

wrong, who violates a aupreme ethical pr1no1ple, ia doing 

more than disobeying a law whioh a state legislature baa 

adopted, --a traftio law, tor example. The·man who violate• 

"Thou shalt not murder; Thou shalt not commit adultel'JJ 

Thou shalt not stealJ Thou shalt not ool:i 1a violating 

& baaio human, and theretore divina, 11,atal,pau. He 1• 

oonai tting ■in. 

Th t 1 the thought that abould be atreaaecl 

tod r. not a matter ot nomenolature. The nomlna ohanae 1n 



the oourae or tinw,; the numina endure. 

Now this ia all that Dr. Barnes aay■--and it 

is not muoh. Wh t we need, my frienda,--and may I summarize, .. 

is not a ne definition or rali ion but a new alleg1anoe 

to religion. fh~t we need is not a new morality but a 

new adh r noe to morality. What we need is a oonaeoration 

to the great pr1no1plee. The men who wante to obey the Ten 

commandments is not orried much about the phraseology ot 

the Ten Commandments, but the man who w nta to break the 

Ten Co andm ,nta finds t ult with them. 

Let me leave this t ought with you. You will 

hear a great de l, as you have heard a great deal, about 

the need or a new religion beoauae aoienoe has made suoh 

remarkable progress, and you will b told that because 

there h v been discoveries in soi noe, that thereto re there 

may b startlingly new d1soover1ee in religion tomorrow, 

or th naxt day. If you lend any ear to that sort ot thing 

you will be misguided, beoauae aa re ards the basic ideas 

or religion and morality, there oan be no progress, just 

as t er oan be no ro res s in the realm ot eathet ioa. 

We oan 11'98 anoth3r hundred thousand years and we will not 

improve by one iot upon the architecture or the Greek•, 

or upon the poetry ot Hmter, or the plays ot Sophocles and 

Aeschylus and Ruripj dee; beoauae in the realm or art and 

esthetioa you reach a point or. rteotion beyond wh1oh you 

oannot go. 

In the realm ot diaooTery we oan innnt a 



maohine today that ill run torty mile• an hour; tomorrow 

aix,y miles an hotr; t e next day inste d of running on the 

groi.md 111 fly: in t e air. are oonoorned •• th a orld 

or infinite poesib111t1ea in the physical realm. e o n 

probe d ry an snatch a ne truth h r and a n truth 

there; but art is !thin us; poetry, mus1o, is w·thin us; 

religion is thin u.e, and after y ~ 1 ha reached th peak 

you oan' t go hove the peak. 

en deolared th> tsands of • ,ars a-o th t the 

universe 1 rsonal.1ty, controlled and dominated and 

aust ined by a or tive Int-111~ nee. ro you either 

acce + tllat or you don •t accept that, but beyond that you 

oan't go, e 111 never kno God a e kno a physioal. 

thing, by the a neea, by ur si g t. by our h ring, by our 

touch. l en thousand of ye rs ago d cl rad, 0 LoTe thy 

ne1 hbor a thyself." 

mankind, it 1 t l iv a 

1a t can we add. to that? Vlh~t can 

111 ion are mo , add to "Lov 

or 'J"Ustio , justio , shalt 

thou pursu I"? or, "Thou shsl t not opp re a the poor"? 
. 

or, "Thou shalt b holy"? 

What oan e add to that? To these prinoiplea 

ono enunoiated? e might isoover a better technique by 
. 

which e may giv theae pr1nc1 les expre sion, a looal 

hab1ta~1on, oorpor a11~e them in human institutions; 

might d aoover no agenoie tor too more rteotive and 

exp ditiou e asion ot th.se r1no1plea, but the 

prinoiplea en re tor all time. There oan be no n• Ten 

---



Comma. _dmen ts because no new Ten CGJDmsmmenta are neoeaaary. 

So that I repeat, what we need is not a 

new definition o God but a new oonaeoration to God; and 

wb: t we. need is not a new morality but a new allegianoe 

to anoi .. nt snd eternal pr1no1plea ot justioe, lon, 

brotherline as, seltlesaneaa, loyalty, whioh were known or 

old, which are with us today, and hioh shall endure 

until the end or time. 

---o--
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Morning, January 13th 
Organ (1 : 15 .A. 1\1.) 

l r lud 
March ~ ... uptia] ~ ... o. 1. d rman 

antil n l a t ral luilmant 
, 'ong d Enfunt ........ B nn t 

Po tlude 
:\lar h in D .......... ~uilmaut 

Paul All n B ymer 
T nor lo 

H ·itativ - 'An 1 jod Cr at .d 
l\Ian'' 

..Aria- In ... ativ "\Yorth '' ( ''rh" 
'r •ation ) ........... Ha~dn 

~ 11 r D wning 

Rabbi Silver's 
Sunday Address 

In a r th 
Am • n Al-
,·an nt . arr 
Eln a at mankiml 
had outgr i 
and of morality which had 
to y r ligion and that 
a od and a n w 1 

ba up nding of 
Rabbi • analy cl-

dre in thi u rn-
ing on " Giving :\Iankind a 
..i: ... w od ~ w ... I ralit ' 

Father-Sons and Mother­
Daughters Gathering 
Postponed 

Because of th pid mic whi h ha 
been preval nt in th ·it for the pa t 
few week, The T mpl ba thought it 

2 

• to ion' it· annual Fath r-
m >th •r-Daught nqu t 

h o hav b this 
► ~:,tur la ning, to at \'en-
ing •• • 

' program f r the 
- [: ing will ubli h d 
lat l I roba it will 
1·01 mi ortan tur of 
the ori ·ogra.m .. 1 Hour 
With Abraham Lin oln' by Dr. Lin-
t· a ud an a l y ~ l r. 

f th l uh of Wi -

Lecture Course Opens 
r • t n 

Th 1 fo n ur 
1
0 I l d ing 

with a fin <11 ical 
.·ta ' Dr. 
.. \. . 

('() 11 l t ~ Ion 1ny 
a of 'The 
1 it ' by Rabbi 
•. ining l ·-

t •ir rn a fol-
l W.': 

' . • • • • uniYal ' by 
Dr._ n. 

' • f Th Zi n-
i, t :\I ip ky. 

~ ratnr " by 
1 l' .• 

' of th ,J •w To-
]a B. H xt r. 

r tillavailahl and 
m at th T mple 
0 l ma hone. 

Religious School Back 
To Normal 

Th i hap1 
l k t hildr n w , 

1 whom haY d 
1 1· ool i in f u • on 
t1gai aturday a ay 
will on it lar 

dul with both l· and 
b . Th High ho un-

mb . 



TEMPLE MONDAY EYENI G 
LECT RE COUR E 

on 

PHA 'E OF IODERN 
JEWI H LIFE 

pre ent 

RABBI LEON I. FEUER 

peaking on 

.. THE STATUS OF THE JEWS 
THE NITED TATE '' 

Thi Monday E ening, January 14th 
at 8 P. ~1. in Mahler Hall 

Single Admi ion 35 cent · 

T e1nple Delegates to 
Convention 

rrht' Tt>lll pl • • • ifi cl 1 o I :il IP 
to :mnoun'' tha ) • n•pn 
h: :t. full nti • ch•lt·g: 
th :n.·t Bi nnial ('onwntion 
Pnion of Amcri •an Jh•hr(•,, 'ong n•ga­
ti n , whi ·h will l>' h ltl in , 'an J, ran­
ei.· •o from J'(•h. 10th to I• •h. J;',th. 
Hahbi • i h·( t· "i II a ttt-ud the t'Oll\' •n­
tion a.· a memlH•r of th• Hoard of 
io, •ruor. of tlw lie-hr<\\ Union 'ol-

)('o•(•. 'l'ht• followi11g d •l<'aatt,., will 
n•pn'-'l nt Th, T •mpk: 

K .\lt •hul 
_\_ . \. B n<'. t•h 
:\I a.· U r1•(•nhut 
~[:rnri<·' Uu.·nian 
:-4. _. (. J f l'Xt 'l' 

Harry Yohlitz 
::\r orri, .T. Ko blitz 

3 

THE TEMPLE THEATRE 
ILD 

f the 

AL M I A ·soc1 TIO 

pre ent 

"THE D MB MESSIAH' 

A three-act pla , hy David Pin k 

on 

Tue day E"·ening, Januar • 29th, 
at 8 P. I. in Mahler Hall 

RE . ERYE TH T DATE OW. 

.. Lt-wt nt ha l 

.to , . l:1.·1•r 

. 1:t. )[y 'I' 

.:\Ir:. H. I J. l~os 'II frl,l 
Chark • rl illt•.· 
\\'alt 'r :\I. \\' •it 
. 'iilnPy . •. \\\•it z 
,·. D. \\'i .·c• 
E. E. olf 

1-'ot· Th• r1 t>111p1' \\'01111•n '. .\ '.'Otia.• 
tiou: 

~l r: .. \lt'r('tl Jk11 •. h 
:\Ir.· ... \. L '" •nthal 

·n 
TJ I lnh "ill Ji: \'O 

it l' ll •t, within a 
ft'\\' 



TJV.A. and T."fJII.C. to 
Hold ill usicale 

, 'i1h th,• HJH'·<•ss C1f la. Yt•:ir•~ 

rnnsii·nl(• :n11I .'HppPr in rnincl, il;t pro­
g1·:11n (·om111itt ·t•, ot' Tht• 'I'Pmpk 
\\' fllllL'H 's .\:-.:m·i:d ion mL<l Th Tt>mpll· 
)lt•u •., ('lnh :1n• pl:mning n -.imil:n· 
~, 11':I i r i o he IH'lil on ::-;un Jay a ffrrnot H, 

l·\•h. :lr4l. E -i· • HH' "1w :{tt n<1 ·d J:i:1 
yt•ar'..· :dfair :1g1·t•t1 tl ili:1t itw fhw prn­
g r:irn wl, id, l1ad ht'l'H a n:1,1f-Pi1 wa .. 
011<.• <,f ilw 111t1si<·al 1r •:1t: of t11 • sP:1-

HOlL Jn ncldition :1 fow spiri1 of t·on­
gT(•~at 101w l f •llow:hit pn.•, a-ilt·<l :d 
t lw m<.•ding-. 

'J'hiH y«·:n :rno1 ht>r PXt· •11t•nt prno·1·:1m 

i.. h ing anang d whit:h <1ug-ht to 
prnn cqu:1lly g· o,l. fl hn•t• of tl1 
fon•mn ~t mti:4:-i in kYPln nd mu .· it·:d 
t·in·ki-; h:w • lwen <'ngag(•d for thi .· 
Jll(.' •ting-. Tht• (•Ompkk program win 
h • 1mhli.-11 •<l in JH•. ' t wrek ' .· hnllPtil1. 

Temple Religious School 
Report for the Week 

'rht• 1otal N11·ollnwnt of th,.• l ,_,Ji-

~i ou • , ·«·111 ol, i111·lw1i11g· tl1<1 ljjgl, 
~,-lwol, l-' l ,:..:Hti. 

'l'h\· 1111n:h ·r of pt1pil ·, l ri11d,•1·g:1rt,·n 
1o ~Jtl 1 grad<·, i . 1,1 :;H. 

'lht' :npn~gt• nt1(•Hil:rnn• for 111, 
W(' ·k \\:IH, ;t1:_!%. 

'l1h 1• folln" i11°· t•l;1 s li· trl 11 11w; :l1-
1t>rn1:llln' for 1h1• "t'Pk: ii>, .\Ir-.:. Wvlf. 
Att"ndance 

H<Jlll • pl:111 of .1d,in-.:tn11•nt for 11Jo. •p 
c•h i Id rc•n wlw wPrP f nrn·,l 1 o h • 
ah.'l' llt h,1(',lll'- 1 or illllf'S:-1 dnri11u· tlH· 
<'pidPrnit· will },(' ,,·01·kc•11 out wh i1·lt "i 11 
h<• f:1ir l •o rh 1o 1hn.-H ' c·hildl'<'II \\h4 
'H'l'l' ahst 11t ,11Hl 11 1 hmw \\ lw :1ttP11d •d 
n•gubrly. 
Sunshine Fund 

'rh,• (·oll •d ion fur 1 IH• , 'un:-:hiu • 
Furnl for fht.• \\'Pl'k :1mo11t1h·d to .·:n.,.). 
Teachers' Dinner 

011 Wl'◄ ltw: lay l 1 \t•1ting, .Jail. lHth 
M :i ili11m•r Hll'Ptiug, th<· tN1,·hi11g- .s a ff 
will hi l farPW ll to its pYin(•ip:1I, ::\Ii ·: 
l a , <·lwtt, who .. aiL· 011 thP :rnth of 
tht.• 111unt)1 foJ' :1 hip to PitlP, tirH'. 
~lb:i ► 'c•hoi • \,·ill lw on h•nw of 
:1h'(.m•t• fnr the• n•:--t of tlw )'(•ar. 

The Temple Wishes to Acknowledge with Thanks the 
l1 ... ollowing C ontribtttions: 

To the Floral Fund 
Rmannel ,J. Unr·o11 
~I 1·:. Dm1i1•l l,J:1t1H 

,I mwph 'amplin<.•r 
l\f1·. :llHl ~lrs. H;tm Wolff 

J n nwnio1·,· of nwtlu·r·, Hos(.• U:u.·ori 
Ju m •m01·j· of 1wn•n1s H:ir11U<'l :rn~l ( '('}1;1 On•t•n • 

ht•r Y('r 

ln nwmon· of wif•'. hirtlul:t • 
ln m<:'m01·.~· of Ou.· Kl•llt•1· and· Ft•i.'t :--;trnn_._, 

To the Library Fund 
U,•lphim• Witkow ky :md ln nwmm·y of µ,r:nulfatlwr Ahrnh:rnt \ritkow-

~Jo. eph l •. \\,...itte .'k,V aml mmt .h•rrneta ·1,,dcdma11 
_\ donation hn .· hN•n J"<'<·(•iYPtl t the Lilnarv Vnn,l from .:\h.-. , 'arnh R. 

~amplirwr in m ~moi·y of lu:r langht(•r·. 

To the Scholarship Fund 
1 Ir. ·. ,\)l 'trn u •. all(l d:mgh- Jn m<•mory of fntlH•r nn<l hn , band ► c,l , trau~.· 

(•1·:, J t>:m ~rn<l J-:tlu.'1 
l\fr. :rn,l )Ir·. ~:un Wolff 

l r~?,•tlmnc, :rnl },ll )lmau, 
JTanv l◄:<1t•lm:m )ta.~ 

► d1w:u·z :wd Loni.' • F'r< c1 -
m:m 

ln m<•mor·y of )Ir:. Ho. n Kohn :mcl ::\Ir.'. 1J •u -
1·it•tt:1 J(pJl(•r. 

111 mt•mory of )I I'.'. Ho. • l•'t•l<lman 



i , c CHPT OF GOD I i~~~alqu~~owledge or psychological 
I r, i.......~mr. of thla has grown the explol-

u GED ON SCIENTIST~; 1:~~dy0 1~~~tt~ t~~~e!~ :n~il~~!: 
• L) dor, as must any extensive attempt 

to apply what none of the appllers 
know!' he declared. 41There is prob­

r. ti m d from Page 1, olumn 1. ably no expanse of fiction as rich In 
·maglnative products as la the mass 

, J c through pres nt knowledge f material being put before the pub-• ic as mental hygiene. • or this the 
of ... i nee. psychologists must sho der some ot 

\\'ould Te t D calogue. t h re on lbility, for t is viden 
"It the Ten Commandments are to 

be obeyed today. it should be only 
when their precepts and advice can 
be proved to square with the best 
natural and social science of the 
present time," he declared. "They 
must be subjected to the same objec­
tive scientific crutiny as that to 
which we would submit the cosmol-

that the situation can t be cleared 
up until laboratory ps hologists ap­
ply laboratory metho and psycho­
logical principles to r search in this 
field. 

"It is to the lastin 
ratories that they 
willing to rush into 
nostrums, although the f eld has 
•awned and it has een filJed-tem­
orarily but with great financial 
roflts. 

O"Y of Genesis or the medical views • 'The clean-up resulting from the 
in Levitict!s. sychoanalytic mfement falls to the 

''The new cosmic perspective and psychologist, wh er he wants it or 
biblical criticism, indeed, rule out not. I speak n alone of the re­
of civilized nomenclature one of the! habiJitation of tients psychoana­
basic cat gories of all religious and lyzed until thei funds are exhausted 
metaphysical morality, namely, !!!9,- or until their ptoms become too 
One may admit the existence of 1m- serious to play with. I speak of still 

.,,..-morality and crime, but scarcely sin, graver· result of the popularization 
which is by technical definition a of psychoana ive speculation. 
willful and dire~front to God-a "Although the progress of psycho 
violation of the explicitly revealed analysis has been marked by the de­
will of God. Modern science has velopment of glittering hypotheses 

j

' shown it to be difficult to prove the .&tated as facts, and the substitution 
very existence of God, and even more of still others, the course of psycho­
of a problem to show any direct so- analysis cannot be treated simply as 
licltude of God tor our petty and the zigzag path of an inebriate, 
ephemeral plan t. Biblical criticism, marked by a series of empty flasks. 
the history of religions and cultural The hypotheses, abandoned or not, 
history have revealed the fact that produce results which are some:-: .. 
we can in no direct and literal sense times appalling.,, 
look upon the Bible or any other ex- r--• Man's Origin Diacusaed. isting holy book as embodying the 

., ,1 revealed wlll of God. Consequently, It was Dr. George Grant Mccurdy 
if we do not and cannot know the ot Yale University who said that 
nature of the. )X,lll of Gwl in regard man began his Ute ln caves probably 
to human ~avlor, '"wecannot very a million years ago in Iraq. Dr. Mc­
well know when we are violating it. Curdy's conclusion was drawn from 
In other words, sin ls scienuflca:I~ recent excavations made outside of 
indefinable and unknowable. Hence Bagdad by members of the Amert­
sin goes into the limbo of ancient can School ot Prehistoric Research. 
■uper Utions such as witchcraft and whl h has been cooperating with a 

► aacrifice. group f Oxford archaeologists in ex­.. -. ......... "The psychoanalysts have already ca ating ruins in Mesopotamia. The 
shown that the ' ense of sin' is but s i ti ts found relics -which indicat­
a phychophyslcal attribute of ado- ed that man first Jived in Mesopo-
lescent sentiment l developm nt." tamia, he said. 

r. Jastrow said that, while many Dr. Franz Boas of Columbia Uni­
psychologi ts rejected a goodly por- versity, op.e of the world's leading 
tJon of the Freudian structure, "they anthropologists, placed man' origin 
recognize in it ••a powerful micro- in the period between 500,000 and 
scope, It properly adjusted, for the 1,000,000 years ago. He specified 
analysis of human behavior." • man's place of origin less definitely 

''There could be no more cogent than some of the other speakers, but 
example of the lnterpenetratlng ter- placed It somewhere between Italy 
ritory of medicine and psychology a.nd Java. Dr. George S. Duncan. 
than the Freudian movement," he professor ot Egyptology and Assyr­
satd. "Rejected by the medical fra- iology of the American Institute, 
ternity as unorthodox, not to say Washington, arrayed argument to 
illegitimate, the Freudian waif was prove that Babylonia wa the cradl 
deposited at the door of psychology of the human race. Like Roy Chap­
and, when grown to a lusty youth. man Andrews, leader of the Amer-
adooted, though wlth reservations. lean Museum of Natural Hi tory' 

"'Vbile for some patients being Gobi Desert expedition, he was con­
' psyched' may be a step to being vinced that Central Asia was th,'! 
cured, to others it may amount to first home of man. 
being infected, and the infection may A great need for further excava­
spread. Psychoanalysis is but one tions at some of the famous sites 
application of Freudian psychology, where important discoveries of an­
and the Freudian procedure ts but cient man have been made was 
one form of analysis. The Freudian urged in a paper by Dr. Ales 
psychology will be tested and found Hrdlicka of the Smithsonian Institu­
valid or wanting. according to its Uon. 
,i;1'neral vaJue to explain human be- • 'Scientists spend much time ex­
havlor, human history, human rela- amining a few rare fossilized specl• 
ions. human aberrations particular- mens, fragments of skulls and oth r 

ly. For the moment It stand as a bones, and argue end]es ly JU t how 
convincing demonstration of the Jong man hved on earth and what 
modern con vcrg nee of the phy I clan sort of creature he was at fir , '' he 
and the osychologist." • said. ''Meanwhile the sit s wh re 

Admits p ycholo_. t Remis . th'e isolated specimens came from ~• and which at any moment might 
-CI !f:.rtN&Pspoke of the Impatience yield more bon s that would ettlc 
of people with the laboratory method the uncertainties and lear up dead• 

lock argun•ent are still n gl ct d." in 1> ychology. He pointed out that For twenty years, according to Dr. 
people want him to help reduce : Hrdlicka, not a trace of work has 
cri .1e and Instead the psychologl t been done at the stream bed in Jav 
"spends his time In putting rats that yielded the unique bone of 
through a maze or in chronicling the Plthecanthropu. erectu , the old t 
rode!lt' amoro s behavior. creature resembling man that ha 

Admitting that p ycholo~lsts w re been di covered. He pointed out th t 
remi In not making great r effor additional vldence is n ce ary to 
to develop the field of abnormal psy- prove once and for an that the high 
chology, Dr. Dunlap said that unfor- bon and kull r Uy b long to th 

nately p ychlatrlst have be n lit· ame creature nd h th r h 
tntereated 1D acquiring PIYCho- ape or human ut there not. even 



eection 

~ 
"All the News T 

Fit to Print.' 

VOL. LXXVIII .... No. 25,908. 

NEW CONCEPT OF GOD 
IN LIGHT OF RESEARCH 
URGED ON SCIENTISTS 
Dr. Barnes Also Says Decalogue 

Must Be Revalued and 
'Sense of Sin' Rejected. 

DEBT TO ANIMALS SEEN 

Dr. Gregory Asserts We Owe 
Our Bodily Structure to 

Earlier Forms of Life . 

. INDIANS TRACED TO ASIA 

~lentlat Contends They Could Not 
,Have Come From Europe-Man'• 

Age Placed at 1,000,000 Years. 

Man began living in caves in Meso­
i,otamla or Central Asia between 
fi00,000 and 1,000,000 years ago and 
has developed to such a mastery of 
the universe that a new definition 
of God, in the light of astrophysical 
•tudies, bas now become necessary, 
while the Ten Commandments must 
be subjected to the same scientific 
acrutlny as that with which we 
would examine the cosmology por­
trayed In Genesis. 

These were some of the conclusions 
drawn yesterday by scientists in pa­
J)ers read before the American Asso­
ciation for the Advancement of Sci­
ence. From stressing man's debt to 
bis animal ancestors for his hands, 
feet, backbone and brain, scientists 
traced his upward growth and strug­
gle to his conquest of atoms and 
electrons and his advancing revela­
tions of the starry universe. Con­
temporary science, it was said, had 
necessitated a complete revolution in 
the accepted views of the purpose of 

, life. The new cosmic perspective 
bu banished the old idea of sin, al­
though admitting immorality, It was 
Aid, and new rules of conduct, based 
on sclentlflo foundation muat be 
worke<i out. The new Freudian 
psycbolo1Y clashed with its oppo­
nents at one sectional meetin&. 

An appeal wu made to further 
atudies in testing speech ancl._tbought 
ln the psychological laboratory by 
the galvanometer method, but while 
revolutionary discoveries in the func­
tioning of the human brain were held 
to be In the offing, the money for 
the utabllabment of a psychological 
laboratory was stlll unavailable. 
Phyaiclata heard aounda produced 

holly In a new way, a discovery 
that may have an Important ffect 
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Dispute Over Freudlanlsm. 
Dr. Knight Dunlop of Johns Hop­

kins University and Dr. Ha1.·y Elmer 
Barnes of Smith College, in papers, 
locked horns on the value of mental 
hygiene and Freudian psychology. 
Dr . .Joseph Jastrow occupied a sort 
of middle position, saying that one 
need not be a thorough-going Freud­
ian to accept something of Freud's 
"ersion of the psychogencci princ1ole 

\ ,. Dr. Barne~ in a paper on "Medical 
Science ve us Religion as a Gulde b to Life," ppe~ed for a supplanting 
of theology by mental hygiene and 
•aid t1}at the sociologist must unite 
with .the student of mental hygiene 
to work out a valid basis for new 
rtJ?'es of conduct that will rest square• 
J§ on scientific foundations. 

Dr. Barnes said that if there is a 
greater need for an adequate con-

~ ception of God, "this newer view of 
{ 4 God must be formulated in the light 
~ of contemporary astrophysics, which 

completely repudiates the theological 
and cosmological outlook of Holy 
Scripture." 

"What we need," he said, "if a 
!lotion of God ls needed, ls such a 
conception of God as Dr. Fosdick 
might work out in the llght of the 
astrophysical discoveries and concep­
tions of Shapley and Mlchel•e~ and 
the study of atoms and electrons by 
Bohr, Planck and Millikan. It Is of 
little value to attempt to inculcate 
a view of God so hopelessly inade-
quate and out of date as that which 
was slowly and painfully evolved by 
the semi-barbarous Hebrew peoples 
Sn the days when a rudimentary type 
of geocentric and anthropomorphic 
outlook reigned supreme and unchal-

~porary science, according to 
Dr. Barnes, has necessitated a com­
plete revolution in the accepted 
views of the purpose of lite. This 
earth, be said, can no longer be 

iewed "as a training camp prepara­
tory for life in the New Jerusalem," 

ut should be regarded as a place in 
\¥hlch man should make himself as 

~ happy as possible during his tern­
- prary existence here on earth . 

...----: In defending the "right to be 
happy," he urged that "Christian 
•olemnlty should be replaced by the 
:frank joy of life." He conceded that 
happiness "need not be identified 
With the tastes of Casanova or Fatty 
,-\rbuckle on the one band, nor with 
those of Immanuel Kant, Anthony 
Comatock, Wayne B. Wheeler or 
lrvina B. Fisher on the other." He 
•ugp1ted that the Greek ideal of 
~rtue &a "the happy mean" should 
be tranaformed into terms of specific 

Continued on Pase Fourteen. 

'TRAVEL TO FLORIDA BY EA.BOARD 
thru Virginia. the Carolinas and Gcorsla­

!l'wo d• luxe all-Pullman trains, Oranll'e 
l llloiteom f:p•clal 9 :ao a.m .. Su.board Florida 
l,lmlt-.1 6 :(0 l).m. Other fa11t dally traln11 
12:30 a .m ., 10:10 a.m .. 6 : 15 p .m. Atop­
ov•r at famou11 ~•ort11- outht"rn Pinf'11, 
t>lnt"hunrt, Camdt'n . Seahoard, lU w. Und 
f,U, Tel, WI•. UU.-Advt. 
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AT 
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ORALITT 

It 1• of lntereet to note th t Dr. nea who dieouesed 

• edlc al so lenoe Religion• is neither r phyeici nor a theolo 1 

Be la teacher of history d eociolo y d he projected himsel f 

lnto a aolentltlo gatherin 1th a d1acusa1on of th set o subjects 

in neither of hioh he h·a any speoi l k.no ledge nor qualific tion. 

One oan readily undera,and tbe reaentment of the president of that 

aoien11fio body ho toot ocoaaion to rebuke Dr. arnes for Dr. B rnea 

•ad• a apeeoh, not a ao1ent1f1o oontribu ion. 

The real aoientiata and the re 1 men off 1th h ve never 

quarreled. Their aphere ■ are supplementary. It le the pseudo-

1olentla,■ and the p1eudo-rel1g1on1 ta, the do · tists 1n both o unpa 

ho have been aging ,hia perfeotly eenaeleas war in which Dr. 

Barnes h a no broken a lano • 

Dr. Barnes aak1 for a re-definition of reli ion in the 11 ht 

of contemporary aatrophys1os. One wonders ho Dr. rnes h din 

mind when he as m in this t tem nt. · a he · ddreeein him elf 

to Orthodox or to a L1ber l reli ionist ? If the form r, then be 

• 

know1 full ell th i it s perfectly futile es.ture .. If the 1 tter, 

then he should h ve known the pro res ive men of r el1 ion h ve been 

deYoting themselves to th1 t ak f or more th n a century. The 

liber in religion b s 1 y sou ht and is atill eeekin to 



• 

- 2 -

h monize his reli ious vies with the beat scientific tho ht of the 

day. Dr. Barnes seems to b etormin citadels lon 

l · ying ghoeta which ere thoro hly 1 id ner ti one 

inc t en d 

o. It ould 

b··ve been much more helpful if Dr. arnes had presented new and more 

dequate reli ioue philosophy or critique of the liber' l religious 

tho ht of today. He id neither. Dr. nes c 11 his address 

• edio l solenoe V rsua eli ion As A Guide To Livin .• hJ versus 

hat sensibl reli 1oue m tod y kes such 1st1nct1on t edio l 

science is p rt of t he inoreas1n store of bum kno ledge. It is no 

leas divine truth th relig ious truth - for 11 truth 1s f one 

universe and of one ,od. 11 ious bodies to this day build d 

. int in hospitals n medic l reee oh 1 br tories. t sane 

reli ious man objects to ment l hygiene, to psychology or psychoan lyaia. 

To discover more oour tely the wor i~a of th human mind, 1ta 

reaction, to stimuli its t ists nd corners nd the n ture and 

c ... use of aberrations,1e to help m n to nor 1 livin, hioh is the 

supreme ideal of r eli ion. It is only hen the r ther ager i ndin s 
. 

of peyoholo y re exploited by am teura for the promul ation of 

scientific ly undemonetr ble conelusione d eneralizations touching 

the or1 1n and eat1ny of h n life nd tho ht th· t the reli ious 

m n begs le veto question t 1eir conclusions. a often a not he 

finds th t the credenti ls of these rmateur sci ntiets re not in 
the 

order - th t the pokesman pre um s to pe in/n- e of re t body 

of scientific truth hioh imply does not exist. he ddreas hould 

h ve been termed not n edic 1 c i enoe versus ell i on" but" oienoe 

nd 11 ion ui e to 1 e. 

Dr. B rnes see e to imply th t no reli ions hr ve e yet t ken into 
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consideration the new stronomy h1oh h's developed .since the dye of 

Grl1lto, ~ Keppler nd ewton. This 1e of oourse ridiculous. 

The pro reasive rel1p1ous m has lon o bandoned the oosmology of 

Genesis just a the odern eoientist h· s bandoned the Malemaic system 

which s held by the bet scient1f1c minds of th orld for more th n 

two thous d y re. ht of 1t7 Ho does th t effect religion? 
1e kno thot our orld 1 infinitely reater th nth· t conceived by 

man three thous nd ye go. Our teleeoopes h· .ve revealed to us a 

vast orld ithout nd our micro oopea Y'at orlde ithin. e now 

me sure 1nter- 0 tell· paoea 1n like ye rs. He tbi new knowledge 

decreased our be ilderment, ·our a e, our reverence B sit b· 1shed God 

from those ilent unfathom ble spaoea wherein hole universes swing in 

iparYelous rythm ·t ot i all! 1th eyen reater humility e may exol · im, 

them n of to . y so nnin hi universe o 1th the "aem1-

b rberoue ebrew" b· rd a nr. rnes ch r t rizes the s gee and seers 

of the Bible: " Lord, our Lord, ho lorioue is Thy name in all 

thee thl- hose jesty is rehe sed bove the heavens ... hen I 

beheld Thy h ven, th ork of Thy fingers, the moon d the st rs 

hioh Thou hat eeta lished - ht 1 m nth t Thou rt mindful of 

him And the on of m nth t hou rememberest him" 

Dr. rnea further st tee th t this earth can no loner be viewed 

s tr inin c p prep·r tory for lif in · new Jerusalem but should 

be re rded a pl oe here m n hould m ke himself s happy s 

possible durin hi te porrry xistenoe here on earth. This h s been 

th ttitude of liber 1 reli ious men ri ht lon. Ju ' ism lon go 

mint ined "th Heaven belon to the Lord nd thee~ th Be · veto 

the children of m 

worldlineas and the 

• " The Old est' ent is sin rly free of other 

eat ideal of the prophet■ who anti-dated Dr. 
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B rnea by about twenty-five hundred ye a s to build here upon earth 

an ethical society in which justice d love d peace shall reign. 

Dr. B nes ould like to see the Ten Co ments subjected to 

a ac1entif1o scrutiny. There is no objection to th·t. These 

Commandments have stood the test of time. One onders whether Dr. 

B rnes would like to revise the Ten Oomm dmente and hioh Commandment 

he ould like to revise. A reading of the Ten Commandments will 

convince r. arnes thc:. .. t hat they need is not revision but obedience. 

Dr. Barnea objects to the term" 1n.• He would sub titute for 

it the terms 1mmor lity d ori e. One ondera hether th professor 

la not play1n 1th ords or tilting with 1ndm1lla. Suppose the 

term is ruled out, here is the g 1n1 The reality rem ins. The man 

who violatea a law hicb mankind r ~g da a of supreme importance 

branda himself nd in the eyes of society is a ron doer. 
~ 

To the 

religious man the supreme moral law is ju a much God's l w a 

the physical l wa. He who viol tea it, viol tea the will of God; 

nd the will of ,od is revealed tom thro h his piritu l 

observance and his m nifold social experiences over oountleaa agea 

enn a the physical l •• are revealed to us throu h observation in 

nd experience of the physic l orld. e no loner pply the term 

"sin" to violation of ceremonial l w but of the moral law and when 

we uae the term" in" tod y e are not concerned 1th its effect upon 

God but upon m ; Hif thou has sinned, hat doest thou to Him''and
11
1f 

thy transgressions be multiplied) ht doeat thou unto Him?" "If thou 
1/ If ~ 

be righteous, hat 1veat thou unto Him or hat reoeiveth H .. by thy 

h d?" "Thy iokedneas ooncerneth m I I If a thou rt and thy 

r 1 hte ousne as on of m • • 
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It is together questionable whether there o, be any progress 

in the re lm of religion or eth1os any more than in the re lm of 

aesthetics. One e ither believes th t t he world i s a machine or 

personality, a mechanism or creative 1ntell1 - noe. All the 

scientific discoveries in the 1 at one hundred years h ve not con­

tributed one iota of eight t o one or the other of these attitudes. 

h , .. t h e. ve e to add to "Love thy neighbor a thyself" or 
1 Juet1oe Justice sh lt thou pursue• or 1 Thou sh lt not b· te thy 

brother in thy he rt" e may discover from t ime to time new methods 

f or realizin l these ideals but the i de le are there-perfect for all 

time. The twin go ls of human life, f reedom and responsibility h· ve 

been said long ago. The best e oan do - ·nd it is much, i s to fi nd 

in each age the appropriate technique by hioh we m y ·pproximate 

the ae goal a. 
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