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Some of you are likely to be disappointed 

in what I have to say this morning. I have no revelations 

of any particular kind to make; I have conducted no private, 

secret investigation into the crime conditions ot Cleveland, 

and I have received no oontidential intormation; and I have 

no letters to send to the safety director, and no list of 

addresses to send. 

This, ot course, is not said in or1t1o1sm ot 

an7one, certainly not in orit1o1sm or the minister 1n our 

community who reoontly stirred up our community by his 

charge that arime and vice tlourished in our midst "un-

ashamed, unatraid and unabated." Thia minister undoubted-

ly was a man of courage and honesty. But the whole arra1r 

appeared to me rather small townish and a sort of an 

anachronism. That sort ot thing was more popular a decade 

or two ago. In those days the ministers ot certain de

nominations were unhappy unless they could lead some 

clamorous vice orusade every two or three years. 

A minister today who is interested in the 

moral well - being ot his community ia nae it he chooses to 

work through organization• which have charged themselvea 

with that respons1b111ty,rather than to play the role ot 

a retormer aol01a,. One 1a likely to attain greater 

results when one works with organizations already in the 

t1el4 in an ertart to solve problem• whioh are oontinuou■, 
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rather than to work by himse,lt. An organization is 

likely to give a more sustained attention to these problems, 

whioh oannot be solved in a day, or 1n a month, or 1n a year • 

. nd, again, he 1s sure to remove fran himself the suspicion 

or being a seeker attar publicity and notoriety. 

Now the particular minister in question in 

our o annnini ty is certainly beyond and above any such 

suspicion, but his activities might encourage other 

imitators ot lesser integrity to seek this rather well 

known rcad to public attention; and that is bad; tor we 

are likely to be treated again, as we were in the past, 

with that entire racket or preacher spies and muckrakers 

and vice orusadera and hell-raising parsons, an institu

tion which we had hoped to have outlived by this time in 

the United states. 

Crime and vioe today in our great industrial 

oenters are all too vast and extensive and their problems 

all too involved to be solved by any such simple methods aa 

a raid or two unon speakeasies, or the wholesale round-up 

ot the denizens ot the underworld, only to be released the 

next day or the next week. And the cl:urch which puts its 

taith in such direct action methods is a shortsighted 

church, and t he minister who hopes to o lean up his city 

by gumshoeing for the police department only beguiles him

aelt. The problem is too vaat, involved and oomplioated 

tor any such rudimentary method ot solution. 

Thia entire problem must be~ taoked b~ •----+--------
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sustained and united and intelligent offensive on the part 

of the the social agencies in a oonmunity, the ohuroh 

included; and the causes of crime, the causes of vioe, 

must be studied calmly and dispassionately by all the social 

foroea of a community, and more particularly by the church. 

The ohuroh ia not charged 1th the task either of making 
• 

laws or or enforcing laws. It has a more difficult task. 

The church is charged with the task ot creating, through 

quiet, persistent education, an ethical guidance, a social 

control, which is tar more effective than legal prohibition, 

and without which social oontrol all legal prohibitions 

are rutile and ineffective. In the last analysis no law 

will be enerally observed unle sit represents the moral 

sentiments and habits ot a people. 

1 repee.t1--a truism which 1s often tor

gotten,--that n~ law, in the last analysis, will be general-
. 

ly observed unless it represents the moral sentiments and 

habits of the people. So that the primary concern ot the 

church 1• not with the law, which ia a suppression, but 

with the deeper layers ot human lite; with moral habita 

and standards of oon4uct in the individual, from mioh 

obedience to or resistanoe ~o law spring. At beat law is 

only a part of social control, and a amall part. The 

things you do or the things you do not do are determined 

not ao much on what the law prescribes or prohibits. our 

lives are directed largely by the moral tone and the social 

. 

code of the people in whose midst we lin. and the U--=-e-=a:.:..t __ ,.__ ___ _ 
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opportunity of the ohuroh is to intlueno~that sooial oode, 

that moral tone, not by invoking the strong-am ot the 

law, 1tl.1oh is a desperate thing to do at best, but by 

tr 1n1ng,qu1etly and patiently and persistently training 

eaoh rising generation into finer and nobler patterns ot 

thollght and oonduot. That is the business or the ohuroh. 

And many churchmen tail to realize that 

it is muoh easier to write laws upon the staute books 

than to write them into the hearts or human beings. It 

is the business or the legislator to enact laws; it is the 

business of the ~xecutive to entoroe law; it is the business 

of the churoh, as I see it, to make people want those laws; 

to change habits ot thinking so that people will want to 

obey the law. 

Thus, tor example, the churoh would do a 

reater service to itaelt and to its cause it, instead or 

olamoring tor the entoroement of the prohibition amendment, 

the Volstead Aot; it, instead ot tuming at eaoh and every 

violator or that law; it, instead ot IS\i•NW>ning t~e polioe 

to olose down this or that plaoe where liquor tratfio is 

carried on illegally,--tasks whioh do not belong to the 

ohuroh,--the church ould devote itselt to a ayatematio 

and ao1ent1t1c nation-wide educational campaign to oon

vinoe · people oonoerning the merits or this law. After all, 

this type ot educational propaganda on the part ot organ

ized religion was responsible, in the first plaoe, tor the 

enactment ot this law; and only this type ot education will 



ever make this law etreotive. 

As things now stand, the ohuroh has tailed 

to oonvinoe ita own people or the desirability ot this law, 

with th result that there are as many viol.atora or tho 

Volstead ot inside Qf the ohuroh as outside of the ohuroh; 

and I suppose if the census were taken it ould be dis

covered that some or the finest wine cellars in the land 

belong to · some ot the most representative ohuroh people. 

Now, it the ohurch oannot persuade its own 

people,--and any or them the "best" people, socalled,--it' 

the churoh carmot persuade its own people that the purchase 

or liquor is wrong, then the ohuroh ought not to be ao 

assiduous in denouncing the police apartment tor tailing 

to arrest all the bootleggers in a community which oater 

to these respectable church people; for, attar all, it is 

the res eatable people and not the criminal that keep boot

legging going in the United St tee. This is no reflection 

on the prohibition law. I am speaking now or the province 

of the ohuroh. The church can render its greatest service 

to this law, and to any law, not by setting itself up aa 

an arm ot the executive, or or the law entoroement body, or 

of the police department in the oity, but by devoting it

self to that sphere in whioh it and it alone can be most 

etreotive,--the mind and the soul ot a man. 

The church ought not to perm.it itself to 

be aidetraoked. It ought to deal with tundamentala, and it 

there 1• widespread crime and vioe in a oommunity, the 



ohuroh, it seema to me, ought to share some of the blame 

tor it, instead ot pointing a finger ot scorn and acousatio~ 

at the pol1tioal machine or at the police department, and 

saying, "They are the guilty one; they are responsible tor 

oondi t 1 ona. " The churoh ought to say, ''They, and we, all 

of us, are responsible for these conditions!" For when 

there is widespread orime and vioe, the ohuroh also has 

tailed in its work, namely, the molding ot character, the 

guiding or people into social ways or living. It has 

tailed society in the deeper re ohes of human life. 

No , there is no doubt in the world that 

crime has increased at an appalling r·lte in our land; that 

it is still 1noreaa1ng, and th t ~ar by year 1t is becoming 

a greater and greater menace in our l.and. I don't know 

whether you are aware or the stat1st1oa, but here are a 

few that might indicate the appalling extent or the crime 

situation in the united States, Cleveland included. 

In 1924 there were 10,000 murders in the 

United Statea; in England and in Sootland there were 151. 

In 1925 there were 583 murders committed in the city of 

Chicago; in the city or London, twioe the size or Chicago, 

50. And in the city or Cleveland, whioh baa a population 

or about one-seventh or the oity ot London, 88 murders. 

In the whole of Canada the ratio or murders to population 

ia 1 to 200,000; in the United States it is 7 to 100,000. 

In the oity ot New York, in 1925, there were 1,445 robberiea 

and in the whole of Rngl.and and ales, 95. The 1927 reoor4 



tor the city or Cleveland: 1196 robberies and assaults; 

2242 burglaries and house-breaking; 6541 auto stealings 

and l roeny; 347 cuttings, shooting and assaults; 1190 

sate oraoking and misoellaneous orimea; 1.38 murd re and 

manslaughters, a total or ll,65-i penitentiary offenses 

reported during 1927, and or t eae ll,654 orimea less than 

5,000 arrests have been made to ate, October 21, 1928. 

In other words, more than nine months after 

these crimes were committed, only 3,000 arrests were made 

in the taoe ot ll,654 crimes oommitteed, and the report 

says: ·'It would be strange, indeed, if 01 ty offioiala 

oould survey suoh a reoord with satistaotion, yet tew 

steps have been taken to oorreot the si tuat1on. '' Cleveland 

is salt-evidently fighting a losin battle with orime, yet 
. 

no steps have been taken by the oi ty management to increase 

the size or the ori."ne-tighting :roroea or the oi ty. 

One of the most discouraging tacts about 

the increase ot orime in the United t tea is that moat 

of the o tenders are either juveniles or young people 

between the ages ot 18 and 25. It has been estimated that 

the oat or orime to the United states annually ie some

thins like ten billions or dollar■, about one-halt the 

ooat or the orld ar; about ten time■ our armual budget 

tor eduoation. e are the most oriminal oountry in the 

world, the least law-abiding, the least aelt-di■oiplined. 

at are the oauaea or th1• orima inoreaae 

in the Unite tatee? Well, there are manl . .A. ~eat deal 
_,,_ 
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or study has gone into the subJeot, and I have no time 

this morning to dwell on all of them, but only partioularly 

with those oauses 1th which the ohuroh can, in some measure 

at least, wrestle. 

In the first pl oe, there are general oa use a 

ot orime whioh may be fund in every land in the orld,--

poverty, unemployment, laok ot eauoation, laok or oppor-

tun1t1ea for reoreation, lao ot normal outlets tor the 

energy ot our youth. These oonditions prevail here and 

prova l throughout the world. In a sense, they are leas 

prevalent in the United otatea than in other parts ot the 

world. Bttt there is ~his~chologioal 1tferenoe: the 

poor and the ispos eased ot the Old orld are more resigned 

to their lot than those in our lan • . They are more tatal-

1at1oally addioted to their depri t ona. Generations ot 

poverty, genera;1ons ot being ground down, have given 

theae denied and ispossesae or the world, in the Old 

~orld, a sort or tatalistio resignation to their condition 

whioh the 1r contrerea in this land do not possess. 

They rret under these misfortunes, these 

restriotiona 1 and frequently that resentment breaks out in 

lawlessness. • y, here is a great opportunity tor 

or an·zed religion, a time-hon~red, ancient challenge tor 

the ohuroh to wok together with other sooial agencies, and 

if need be, to inspire those aooial agenoie■ to work, that 

the ourae ot poverty be lifted progressively more and more 

trom the shoulders ot human being■; that everyone who labor• 
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shall be protected against the disabilities ot unemploy

ment; that every ohild born in this gracious land shall 

have an opportunity to educate himselt, to acquire those 

tools with whioh a man alone can aohieve suocess in lite; 

to see to it that there are sufficient reoreational centers 

for our young people, wllolesome and atbnulating. There ia 

a oonatruotive job tor the ohuroh to devote itself to. 

There are other causes for crime, some or 

them peculiar to our age and to our time,--the eater 

freedom between t }e sexea; the greater moral laxity which 

bas set in all along the line; the weakening ot parental 

authority; the tragic increase in the nwnber ot broken 

homes throughout ourland,--and man7 ot this flotsam and 
ao,urts 

jetsam ot social wreckage that come to our juvenile/ hail 

from broken home■• · Here again is a vast opportunity ot 

the churoh to work oontinuously and intelligently together 

with all other agenoiea in a community and throughout the 

land, to build up the morale or the people, the morale ot 

our people, whioh has broken down in the last decade or 

two as a result ot the war, aa a result ot our increasing 

prosperity. 

It is a tar greater t hing to do, and a tar 

more lasting thing to do, than olamourously to summon the 

patrol wagon ot our oity to oloae down this or that houae 

or 111 repute. Thia work oan be done 0017 through slow and 

patient educational work. That is the opportunity ot the 

ohuroh. 



There are other causes ot crime. One ot 

the greatest ot course is the ease with which the criminal 

can get ott. That in turn means that the police department 

or the community is being run by a pol i tical machine; that 

it has been corrupted. When politics enters the office ot 

the prosecution ot a city, and the police department, t hen 

it ia inevitable that crime will increase. What happened 

in Chicago is a direot result ot corrupt politics or the 

city or Chicago. Commercialized vioe and orime are pro

tected by pol1tic1ane, and it is no wonder, then, that in 

the city ot Chicago six policeman. are ahot tor every crimina. 

that ia hung. 

The inetticiency ot the police is another 

tactor contributing to the spread ot crime. In the city 

ot st. Louia, in 1924, there were 13,444 teloniee ooDID11tte4 

and only 964 arrests made. The criminal knows that he haa 

nineteen chancea in twenty to escape arrest. That is a 

pretty good ohance to take. The 1nettic1enoy ot our 

police department members has come in for great criticism. 

The National Crime Commission, ot Washington, two years ago 

conducted an investigation. The investigation committee 

waa headed by ex-oovernor Lowden ot Illinois, and the 

police ot some ot our large cities were teated tor intelli

gence, and a special test was made ot the police ot the 

city ot Clevelan4,--the aame army intelligence teat wa• 

applied to the police ot our cit7, in Cleveland. Onl.7 3~ 

made Class A aa against 9~ ot the United State■ print• 
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soldier. Not a single deteotive made Claas A; and only 

4:~ made Class B, and only 2~ made Clasa C; 2~ or our 

detectives were or markedly interior mentality. or our 

patrolmen, only 33% were found to have average 1ntell1geme, 

and 25%--one out ot rour--were round to belong definitely 

to the moron grade of reeblemindednesa. And the question 

which t h. is report asks is: ''How can such men be expected, 

or even trained to apprehend oriminala?' 

I understand conditions in our police 

department have improved consider blJ ainoe this investiga

tion was made, and I understand also that conditions in 

Cleveland are generally better than in other cities in 

t 11s country. 

There are other oaus which contribute to 

the spread or ori•,--delaying proseoution. The marvelous 

thing abo ·t the or1me situation in England, ror example, ia 

thia: not that England punishes its criminal• more severely 

than we do; not at all. The severity or punishment has 

nothing to do with the spread of crime. Not so long ago 

there were two hundred and some a1xty crimes in England 

punishable by death. P1okpQcket1ng waa punishable by 

death, and it 1a reported that at no time was piokpooketing 

ao widespread aa on those oooasiona when an ortendor waa 

hung, when the people would turn out in large numbers to 

aee the man that is hung. Severity ot punishment 1a no 

deterrent ot or1me, but ■wittneaa and surety are. The 

knowledge that deleotion and ■witt puniahment would tollow 
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inevitably tor the perpetration ot a crime is what deter■ 

the oriminal; and that we haven't in the United States. 

our unintelligent juries are said to be 

another oontributing factor to the situation; the possi

bility or too maey appeals; protessional bondsmen. There 

are any number ot taotors bi.oh go into the situation. 

What is the oure? Well, there are immediate 

possibilities tor doing something, the most important ot 

wh1oh, ot course, is to smash the political machine; and 

that is not the job or the ohuroh. That is the obligation 

or every law-abi 1ng and eelf-respeoting citizen within a 

comm.unity. Poli tioul machines o,µi be smashed, have been 

smashed. The trwble is that moat ot us are indifferent 

about the political administration ot our community until 

conditions beoome so rotten and so terrible that we simply 

have to bestir ourselves in selt-detense, and we olean 

house. But like a poor house-keeper, we olean house onoe 

and then e forget about it. There 1a a political machine 

in Cleveland that has to be smashed. It oan be. e made 

beginning• ot it at the last election. Now it require• 

aggressive tollowing up. There are organizations in our 

oity which are pledged to that taak. There is a Citizen• 

League; there 1a a Cleveland saooiation tor Criminal 

J'ustioe. 

The oitizena ot our oommun1ty ought to get 

beA1,nd these organization•, because only through organized 

ertort oan any good be coom.plisbed by tham. a ought to 



insist,- -and here the press of our oity oan do a great 

deal of our good,--on a higher grade or policeman and upon 

more policemen. our criminal code ought to be simplified, 

and here is where our bar association oan be of tremendous 

help. It 1s e.ntequated; it is too cumbersome. From what 

I understand, it is more concerned with protecting the 

criminal than protecting the community. And above all, 

an effort should be made ,--and here is where the judiciary 

ot a co.mmuntty oan be ot service,--a concerted errort 

should be made to eliminate delays of trials, where a man•s 

guilt or a man's innocence ould be swiftly declared. 

Now, is all thia the tunct1on or the church? 

Not at all. The church is not the only institution in the 

lite ot a community. What the church ought to devote 

itself to are these underlyjng tacts, theae mainsprings 

of oonduot, these sources and origins from which bnman 

actions spring. After all, all law ultimately is an 

ethioe.l problem. Moral people observe the law; immoral 

people violate the law. The church ought to get into the 

realm ot motifs, ot habits, or patterns and their work; the 

ohurch ought to busy itself 1th children and adolescents 

an their ,ortc, giving direotion and setting up ideals, 

molding character, fashioning patterns ot conduct. The 

churoh ought to get into the re lm ot grown men and wanen, 

and hold up alott, in an age ot shitting standarda, in an 

age or moral co~uaion, in an age when most people don't 

know whither they are bound,--hold up betore the eye• ot 
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the oonruaed men and women today those enduring and abiding 

ideals of social life,--purity, chastity,loyalty, 

aggres ivenesa • 

I someti les think that the time is tast 

approaching when the American people will have to have a 

new Puritan revival. If erioa is to fulfill its destiny; 

if it 1a not to be victimized by its own continued pros

perity; it it is not to continue to b come morally more 

slovenly, more flabby and weak, it will have to, 1n an 

effort to survive as a great race, refomi itself after a 

higher pattern of living and thinking. It 1111 have to 

resume a more rigid discipline of conduct and live by 

higher standard of human lite and tamily life, and in 

this new rerormation, which is de peratel.y needed--and no 

one kno show desperately, unless he bas been in oloae 

touch with crime and vice situations throughout the lan4,--

1n this work ot the ne reformation the church baa 1ta 

supreme opportunity or preparing the minds and the soula 

or men tor it. 

To sum up: religion has a detin1te moral 

mission in sooiety; that it pe torma its mission through 

education only. That is its only eapon. Education is an 

arduous task, tor it ia slow and patient and does not show 

immediate results; b t the ohuroh Which forsakes this taak 

and ~urns to the more dramatic and exoiting, but altogetmr 

1netfectu l methods ot moralizing a couannnity, ia a ahon

sight d ohuroh and a tooliah ol:l.lroh. 



A S, ACT O T ADDRESS 

1 CRI I O IG CITI SAND HAT 
CAN THE CHURCH DO ABOUT IT?• 

BY 

RABBI BBA HILLEL SILVER 
AT TH TE PL, Feb. 3d,~929 

Some of you re likely to be dis ppointed this morning. I 

h ve no revel tions of ny kind tom ke. I h ve conducted no 

secret investig tion into the vice and crime c onditions of 

Cleveland; a nd I h· ve received no confident! 1 

eh 11 · ccordingly send no letters to the afety Director nor 

publish ny list of a dresses for uid• nce o the policy. 

I 

I h ve no criticism to m ke, mind you, of the inister o 

recently stirred up our community with is ch rges th t vice d 

crime flourish~in Clevel nd, un fr 1 nd un· bated. He as both 

cour geous nd honest. Only thewhole bus i ne s seemed to me bit 

small-to nish nd n hronietic. These thins were ffi Ore com on 

dee .de or t o go. At that time ministers of cert in denom1n -

tione were quite unh·ppy unless t hey could lead cl orous vice 

crusade every two or three ye rs.,~h --· e p· rt of the "reviv· list" 

t e of reli ion - reli ion by et pede, hysteri und the p · trol 

agon-:f A minister today in ny of our 1 rge cities serves the o · use 

of civic mor lity beat by orkin throu h or niz tions hich h·ve 

ch~rged themselves with such ~esponsibility , r · ther th· n by pl·y-
~ 

in the role of a reformer soloist. Jhts method of tt · okin 

m· jor o 1 vio problem l11oh is recurrent or continuous , through 

or an1zat1ons lready in the field, is much more effective nd 
0,/ 

prom1sesAmuch more sustained pplic tion to its solution. Incident lly 

it removes-ftll• suspicion from the minister th the is seeking 
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publicity or person 1 presti e. Dr. De o is cert inly · bove cny 

euoh suspicion. But hie example m y inspire imit tors of lesse r integrity 

ho my exploit this ell-kno n short-cut to public · ttention. e 
~v-

ehall thus gin be tre ted to t h t racket of self - appointedAspies 

• nd snoopers, muck-rakers • .nd hell-r 1s1n p rsona, 

hoped thin of t he past. 

The problems of crime nd vice in our great industrial cities 

re too vast and complic ted to be solved by any suoh simple methods 

· e r aid upon · few spe k-e asies or speot · cular round-up of the 

denizens of the under- orld. The church hich puts its trust in 

such "direct ·~tion• methods is Qhort-si ted 1hurch · nd the minister 
~ 

ho hopes to cle up c ity by g: wt situs I ug for t he policy dep· rtment 

only be uilee himself. 

Crime nd vice today must be · tt ked by a susta ined, united · nd 

intelligent offensive on t he p· rt of 11th org· nized soci 1 forces in 

• community - the church 1nc1Uded. And the o uses of crime d vice 
~ 
1a1llict-oommand the closest study on the p t of 11 these gencies -

nd of the church p~rticul rly. 

The church is not charged with the responsibility either of m~king 

l · ws or of enforcin them. Ith· s a more diff icult t ask. Through 

quiet persistent eduction · nd ethical gui dance the church must build 

up a sooi 1 control hich i s more po erful th leg· l prohibitions 

nd ithout hich all legQl prohibitions are of no .v 11. In the l a st 

nalysis no 1 w will be generally observed unless it represents the 

mor 1 sentiments and h bits of a people. The prime concern . is therefore 

not with i-. l aw but 1th the deeper l ayers of a people's life, with 

moral habits and standards of oonduot, whence obedience or re istanoe 

to l aw springs. 
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At bet l 1e only p rt of soci control. The number of 

thine h1ch e do or do not do bee use of 1 w i fter ll very 

limited. Our lives are l r _ely directed by the mor 1 tone .nd the 

social code of the people on · hom e live. The re · t opportunity 

of the church is to invluence this social code, not by invokin the 
' 

rm of the law but by the slo and p· tient process of tr·ining each 

ne eneration into nobler p tterns of tho ht nd conduct. 

ny churchmen f 11 to re lize th tit 1 much easier t et 

1 we ritten don on st tute books th·n ritten into the hearts of 

men. The bus1ne s of legisl tore ie to ite l aws in books. The 

business of executives is to enforce them. The business of the 

church is to educ te people to t them. 

Thus the church nd its ministers 

cause of prohibition if inste of cl 

ould do much more for the 
its 

orin for 11• enforcement 

nd fumin tits viol tors nd summonin the police to close down 

this or th t speak-easy, they oul.d o rry on system· tic nd con-

tinuous eduo·tion 1 c p i gn throu hout the land to convince people 
' 

of the fundamental orthinees of,.. l · w. Thi type o~ educ tion·l 

prop· ganda ohieved the en otment of 

eimil r prop und alone c~n 

first pl e and 

As thins st nd 

no the church has filed to convince even its own constituents of 

the mor 1 v lue of this l·w. There e em ny viol · tors of the 

Volstead Act inside the church .s outside. I suppose that if a 

census ere t ken it ould be discovered th·t so e of the choicest 
~ 

ine cell sin the l d .xac 1n the homes of some of our most 

respectable church de cons. If the ohuroh c n not persu e its own 

peopie - and m ny of them are the "best• people, th tit is 

buy liquor, it should not bl e the police for failln to 

on to 

reat all 

the bootle ere ho sell liquor to these ood p ople. It is the 
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•respectable• people o our 1 d ~nd not the orim1n ls who keep 

bootlegging live. 
t6 

The church ought not 11 permit 1 teelf to be side-tracked. • It 

should de 1 1th fund ent ls. Its province is the minds d souls 

of men. hen crime ~nd vice re idespread the church should h' re 

in the burden of 11 t alon 1th 11 other soci~l institutions. 

It i not justified in simply pointin the fin er of scorn · nd 

ocus tion ·t the police dep rtment nd the politiorl m· chine nd 
1 I t I I 

say;thei.>cis the blame. or c 1t salve its onscienoe simply 

by ol ·moring for rigid enforcement of the 1 we. It must re llze 

th· t 1 t hu.s f iled in the deeper re ·· ohes of hum"" n life. In i ta 

own sphere 1t too has broken down. 

Our record of crime is n tion 1 disprroe. The increase of 

crime in our midst is upp~lling. Theo uses are m~ny. The church 

can not hope to restle 1th 11 oft em. ther social gencies 

should do th t. There re some factors however in the crime 

situation 1th hich the church ought to concern itself. 

uch crime ori in tee in poverty, unemployment, the 1 k of 

educ tional opportunities d the l · ck of recre tion· l opportunities. 

The church ought to sensitize its people to keen realiz tion of 

these f ts d s on them to con tructive plannin nd tion in 

these fields. Some of the causes of present d y crime· e ch raoter

ietio of our e - the •reater freedom bet een the sexes, the 1 xity 
Q..,u.. 

in p rental guid· ce, nd the broken homes. ere gain-~ vast 

opportunities for the kind of educ a tion nd t 1 spiration hich the 

church o n ive. 





- 4 -

rivalries, the story of their three hundred assasinations during the 

last ten years, of their vast wealth, of their corruption of city 

a.dministration, of their lawlessness and graft, of their gun battles 

on public thoroughfares, of their complete contempt and disregard for 

Law is unlike anything in the history of peoples, savage or civilized, 

since the beginning of time. The whole life of the city bas been defouled. 

There can be no peace and no security, no civic life in a community with 

such a cancer of crime eating at the vitals of community life. 

But Chicago is not unique. Look at :lew York. I can't 

speak of Cleveland, the facts are not yet all revealed. What a seething 

mess of iniquity has been revealed in that city within the last year; a 

city adminiatration honeycombed with graft, the courts, which are supposed 

to be the la.at stronghold of law and civic industry, bespattered with 

bribery and corruption, the police department charged with the duty of 
and property 

protecting the lives/of its citizens, turning extorionists and preying 

upon the very people whom they are supposed to protect. 

A recent issue of a magazine summarized what has alrea~ 

been revealed in the city of New York duringlb.e last few months. 

"Thus far one judge has been sentenced to prison, one 

has been removed, two have been indicted, seven have resigned their lucrative 

posts of honor and others are scheduled to go. A justice of the Supreme 

Court baa disappeared - vanished completely. Approximately twenty lawyers 

face immediate diebannent proceedings. One policeman ha.a been convicted, 

eleven others indicted, seven diamiaeed, and twenty-seven suspended on 

charges. A high city official hae reeignedunder fire, and hi• aesietant 

. ,, 
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I am afraid that there will be no solution in the 

United States until the Law is amended or repealed in such a wa;y as to 

take the profit out of bootlegging. 

Uow it may be too late. It may be that this generation 

of criminals which the Volstead Act reared in our country will not return 

to lat.·ful pursui ta even after the Prohibition .Amendment is appended or 

modified. It may be that they will look for ways of making easy money 

to which they have habituated themselves during the past decade . . It may be 

that an entire generation will have top~ the price for a noble experiment 

which did not succeed. But surely the time bas come when we must lay the 

axe at the roots of this. poison, fruit-bearing tree if only to save the 

future generations. 

I am not entering into the meri ts or demi.rite of prohibition. 

I was for it. I spoke for it and I voted for it. But clearly the byproducts 

of this Law have proved so bad, unforseen though they were, so harmful, so 

menacing, that they more than counterbalance a:ny good that bas or mS3 be 

achieved by the Prohibition Law. 

The Prohibition Law IDS¥ well have succeeded among a people 

more law-abiding than the American people, among a people more homogeneous 

than the .American people. It may have succeeded in an age which did not suffer 

from the mu.d~ backwash of the saturnalia of the last war, for every war 

leaves after it a bang-over. 

It mq have succeeded in a less restless age. I say it may 

have succeeded. I wish it bad. 
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But it ha.an •t succeeded and ia not likely to succeed 

and it becomes clearer and clearer to an impartial observer that the 

Law is setting up neste of rich criminals in every one of our large 

citiea. It ia corrupting government, undermining government institutions. 

lfothing can be said for booze and liquor; nothing in 

its favor. A people can be prosperous and happy without it. 

But the Volstead Act is not the whole story . .And let 1a 

not beguile ourselves into thinking that our American criminal record is 

due entirely to the Prohibition Amendment. We were the moat criminal 

nation in the world before Prohibition and we are likely to be even after 

the Prohibition Law is mended or repealed unless we do two things. Unless 

we train ou.rsel vea and our ..children, we au.reel ves, unless we train ou.rsel vea 

and our children into a greater respect for law as such and unless we take 

a more active and a more vital interest in our city government and in our 

ins ti tutiona. 

A fact frequently overlooked is this; that it is the 

decent citizen who subsidizes the bootlegger and it ie he who pours the 

gold into the coffers of the laJJless one; that it is he who baa endowed crime. 

There is a.great elanent of ~ocriay in all of ua. 

Preaumably, we all like to have a Prohibition Law on the statute booka to 

salve our conscience and well-stocked cellars at home to warm our atomachs. 

There is a great element of eypocrisy in the average .American who like• to 

profesa virtues which he bas no intention of practicing. We enact lawe for 

the benefit of other people. 

any of us voted for the Prohibition Law because it would do 

the workingman a good turn, with the result that it ia we now who have the 



- g -

booze parties and it is our sons and daughters who are ch&aing 

about with whisky f'laaka. The working man bas been saved but we 

are going to Hell through it. 

We mu.st learn to respect the lawa which we make or not 
. 

make them. You lmow there 1• an element of piracy and lawlessness in 

the whole system of .American life, business and industry, I suppose a 

survival of' the old frontier days when every man waa a law unto himself'. 

But don't you. forget this. that the gangster 114• learned the trick of 
of 

hiring highly skillful legal talent who can fight the LSJJ and~/ beying 

up judges and whole city administrations. He has learned this trick from 

respected .American business practice. 

Recently Mr. Wickersham in an address stated the 

following I 

11 .l surprising number of our people. otherwise of 

responsibility in the community, have drifted into the extraordinary 

notion that laws are made for those who choose to obey them. And, in 

addition, our law enforcement machinery ia suffering from many infirmities 

arising out of ita technicalities, its circumlocutions, ita involved 

procedure, and too often, I regret, from inefficient and delinquent 

o:f'ficiala." 

"Abundant evidence baa been spread before the .American 

people for years past of the need of a thorough overhauling of our whole 

system of criminal. justice. Every day furnishes example• of the absence 

of that wboleeome respect for law which ought to be characteriatic of a 

sell-governing people." 



- 9 -

We must train ourselves into reverence for Law and 

our children, our Jewish children. For three thousand years we prided 

ourselves, we Jews, on being a nation law-abiding, law-revering, practically 

free from crime. Ou.r Rabbis declared that if once in seventy years, once 

tn seventy years, a Jew was found gu.ilty of murder, there must be something 

wrong with the Sanhedrin, with the law courts which sentenced him for 

criminality was practically unlmown fn Isfael. 

Our record in this country up to the days of Volstead 

waa a clean record. Very few of our bo.v-s were found in the jails and 

penitentiaries of this country and almost none of our girla. Who ever heard 

of Jewe killing? Who ever heard of Jews as hired aasasins? 

Unfortunately the whirlpool of lawleasneaa which has grown 

to such terrific power in this country has also sucked into it some of our 

Jewish young men. Jewish names are not missing tod.a3 from the unholy records 

of bootleggers and gsnblers and racketeers and vice leaders and Jewish 

quarters in all of the large cities of this country are not free from the 

pestilence of Jewish gamblers. And our own city of Cleveland and its 

Jewieh sections are not free from their presence. 

Uow it is very ha.rd :and very unpleasant to point the 

finger of accusation against yourselves. It is much aasier, I am sure, 

for a Rabbi to sa, the bootleggers, why they are Italians, Poles, Irish, not 

you. But that can't be said. We have our fair proportion of them. And 

the problem is ours, yours and mine.And every Jewish institution and every 

Jewish Synagogue and Temple and school is burdened with that problem. 
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to the task will the American people free itself from the tentacles 

of this octupue which 1• strangling our American life. 

The criminal bas hurled a challenge to .American 

democracy, to our free institutions. to our peace and security. It 

is high time that we take up the gauntlet and answer the challenge. 
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crime, the politic 1 nipul ~tione of our police dep rt ents, the 

un1ntelli ency of our police, the delays in prosecution, the un-

1ntelli ent juries, the profession l bondmen, the ntiqu ted 

criminal code should be h ndled by eecul r enciea 1thin the 

community such · s The r Associat ion, The Citizen• Le ue, he 

Clevel d Assoc1 t1on f or~ Crimin l Justice nd the Judici·ry . 

The church performs its full duty hen it function as a 

dyn mo of mor 1 ide lism in the community nd a a tr ining round 

for character. • 
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AD T ACT OF THE ADDRESS 

"ORIE I OUR BIG CITI S D H T 
THE CHURCH DO ABOUT IT?M 

BY 

RA DI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
T THE TE PLE, FEB. 3d, 1929. 

Some of you are likely to be dis ppointed this ornin. I 

have no revelations of y kind to make. I h( ve conducted no 

secret investigation into the vice nd crime conditions of 

Cleveland; nd I h· ve received no confident1 1 infor tion. I 

shall ccordin ly send no let t ers to the Safety Director nor 

publish l ny list of ·ddreesee for uid nee of the police. 

I have no criticism to make, mind you, of the minister ho 

recently stirred up our community 1th his ch rgea that vice · nd 

crime flourish in Cleveland , un fr id d un bated. He as both 

coura eous and honest. Only the hole business seemed to e a bit 

small-townieh nd achronietio. These thin a ere ore common 

decade or two go. At t hat time ministers of cert in denomina-

tiona ere quite wih ppy unless they could lead cl · oroue vice 

crusade every to or three ye ars. This asp rt of the "reviv· list" 

type of religion - reli ion by st· pede, hysteria d the p· trol 

wa on. 

A minister today in - ny of our l arge oitiee eervee the c · use 

of civlo morality best by orkin thro h organizations hic h h ve 

charged themselves with such responsibility, r· tber th n by pl ·.y-

i'ng tbe role of reformer soloist. The method of · tt ckin a 

major civic problem hioh is recurrent or continuous, thro h 

organizations already 1n the field, is much more effective · nd 

promises a much more susta ined pplic tion to its solution. In-

cidentally it removes the au picion f rom the minister th the is 



eeeking publicity or pere~ preet1ge. or. De o 1s cert inly 

bove any euch euep1c1ovu e ex· mple m· y inspire 1m1t tore 

integrity ( Y ex loit this ell-kno n s hort-cut to 

public t h gain be tre ted to tha t r cket 

of her-spies an snoopers, muck-r · kers nd 

ho e h· d hoped ere • t h in of the p· :..:s,,;.t.:.• _ _ _ _ 

The problems of crime and vice in our r eat industri l cities 

re too vast d co.plic ted to be solved by such simple methods 

e r \ id upon r fe spe · k-e · sies or · spect · cul r round-up of the 

denizens of the under- orld. The church hich puts its trust in 

such 1 direct tion" methods is 

minister who hopes t o cle up 

short-sighted churc~ nd the 

city by cting the sleuth for 

the police dep tment only be iles himself. 

Crime and vice today must be · tt ked by · susta ined, united 

· nd intelli ent offensive on the p ·~t org nized eoci l -
forces in l.Q4i)..-11ie1~, • • W,~e o \lees of 

crime nd vice must comm· d the closest study on the p .rt of all 

these a enoies - d of t he church p· rticul · rly. 

The church is not oh red 1th the respons i bility either of 

makin l we or of enforcin them. Ith· s a more diffic ult t ask• 

Thro h quiet r persistent educ ation · nd ethic 1 uid· oe 1the church 

must build up sooi 1 control hich is more po erful than leg·l 

prohibition; and ithout hich 11 le 1 prohibitions re of no 

· vail. In he l · st · n· lysis no 1 il l be enerally observed 

unless it moral sentiments habits of people. 

The prime conc not 1th l aw
1 

but 1th the deeper 
' l ayers of a people' life, i th moral h bi ts d et nd de of 

conduct, whence obedience or resist ce to 1 w sprin a. --
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At best l uw is only p· rt of soci 1 control. Then b r of 

thins which e o or do not do bec · use of 1 w
1

1 fter 11 very 

limi t ed. Our lives re 1 rely irected by the .or al tone nd the 

sooi 1 code of the people on hom e live. Th~ reat opportunity 

of the church 1 to influence this soci• l code, not by invokin the 

rm of the 1 w but by the slo and p tient process of tr ining 

e h new eneration into nobler p tterns of tho ht d conduct. 

y churchmen 

et 1 we ritten 

to r ealize th tit is much e sier to 

statute book th ,,.-. into the hearts 
' 

s ► fa ,ae~e. 

The business of executives is to enforce them. Th business of 

the church i s to educ te p ople to ant them. 

Thus the church · nd its ministers would do much more for the 

c·uee of proli1b1t1on ~ if inst .ad of cl oring for its enforcement 

nd fumin 

this or th 

continuous 

violators and eumm nin the police to close own 

-e · ey, they ould c rry on system tic and 

a i n throU[hout the l and to convince 

people of the fundament 1 orthinese of this 1 w. Thie type of 

educ ational propr g achieved the enactment of the 1 win 

the first pluce n a sim11 r propngt,.nd lone o·n m·ke it 

effective in the future. st d no the church h' s 

filed to convince even its on con tituents of the moral v lue 

of thi l a . There re s m viol tors of the Volste d ct 

inside the church s outside. I suppose th t if census were 

t ' ken it oul be discovered t some of the choicest wine cell · s 

in the l· d · rein the homes of ome of our moat respectable 

church de con. If t he church o r n not pereu e its own pe ople -

nd m· ny of them re the 1 best" people, th· t it is wrong to buy 

liquor, it should not bl · e the police for f ilin to rrest 11 

the bootle ere ho sell liquor to theae good people. It is the 
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•respect<b e• people of our ltnd :nd not the crimin s ho keep 

bootleggin live. 

The church o ht not to permit it elf to be side-tracked. It 

should de 

of men. hen crime 

in the burden of 

ntals. Its province 1s the min sand ouls 

d vice are 1despread
1
the church should sh re 

ilt lon 1th · 11 other sooi·l in titutione. 

It 1 not ju tified in simply po·ntin the fin er of scorn nd 
9"-

accus tion ~ t the police dep-rtment t11111i the politic 1 m hine · nd 

y: "their' is the bl e .• 

by cl· orin or rigid 
~ CJ>l.~l-~ ~-

a failed 
1
1n 

or c nits lve its consoienoe simply 

l · ws. It must re~lize 

ohes of hwn· n life. In its 

on sphere it too h· s broken don . 

Our reo ord of 

crime in our 1 

n tion 1 disgrace . 

p llin. Theo uses 

1th all of th .. 

increase of 

The church 

soci 1 genciea C not hope 

shoul do 

situ· tion 

There .re some f 

hich the church 

ever in th crime 

to concern itself. 

u.oh crime ori in tee in poverty , une .ployment, the 1 ck of 

eduo tion·l opportunities d the 1 k of reore tion~l opportunities. 

The church ou ht to sensitize its people to keen re liz·tion of 

these f ts and ummon tle to constructive pl nnin • d otion in 

ome of th c uee of resent day crime re oh r aoter-these fields. 

1 tic of our e - the ~re tr freedom b~t een the laxity 

V St in • rent 1 • i d nee, the broken bomes. 

" opportunities for the kind of educ t1on nd inspir• tion hich the 

church o · n i ve. 

--------- The o th r 1 

crime, th polit 

unintelli enc 

t f 1ch contribute to the increase of 

of our. olice departments, the 

del ye in prosecution , the un-
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th profession 1 ban en, the ntiqu ted 

orlmin 1 co eAshoul b h n led by nee 1 r • encies ithin the 

commun1 ty ch s socia tion, he Citizen's , 

Clcvel d Association for Crimin·l Justice n the Judici·ry. 

The church performs its full duty h .nit functions s 

dyn· o of or l i de liem in th 

or ch r oter 

communi ty
1 

n . s . tra1n1n oun 

'h ~~~ 
"W~~~ 



iniquity. 

with such 

We have 

e have got to 

- 1 0 -

from that zestful 

round them from their earliest childhood, 

ilitiea, such moral, and ethical guidance 

and training that thei will be oure and n.ot the underworld's. 

got to dr e from our midst 

centers of gambling and vice 

They corrupt 6ur youth. 

And lastly, ..,ny friends, 

~ our 
I 

l 

members of the legislative or executive bodies of a city. 'mw wae}e s3stan , 

citizens 

the competent, the 11 a IL i decent 

in and take hold. When you. permit a city to fall 

into the bands of professional ward heEers and cheap politicians you can 

expect only a condition where vice will find a read3 ally in politics~..-.. 

y years the erican people will fight it the 

of crime which we have permitte 

thoughtful men and wo , who read 

t imea, who lmow wh is going 






