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"A NEW PRESIDENT---A NEW OUTLOOK." 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER. 
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Tomorrow the thirty-first President of the 

United states will. be inaugurated amidst :fitting ceremonial 

sol.emnity. To me there 1s always something vecy heroic 

and inspiring in the spectacle of a great democracy of 

11.0,000,000 or human beings elevating to office a man o-r 

its own choice, who will during the tenn of his office be 

in possession of greater power than that possessed -by any 

man on the race of the earth, but possessed of a power not 

usurped or autoaratio but a delegated power, a power placed 

on consent. 

It is the crown and symbol. of democracy. 

This office ot President has endured now for 140 years. It 

has weathered evecy conceivable storm, foreign wars and 

civil. wars. It has endured even though all things have 

ohanged;from a smali country or thirteen states on the sea­

board this land has e ~anded during these 140 years until. 

it has covered the continent; trcn a small people of some 

three millions it has increased until. it is today the 

greatest democracy in the world. 

one really does not realize the magnitude of 

this cotmtry, its sheer physical extent, until. one bas had 

an opportunity to cover this continent, as I have had in 

the last few weeks. This has been my second transcontinental 

trip. one is startled by the sheer size or this country. 

It 1s really not a country; 1t is a continent. When you 
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can. travei some thirty hom.-s in a straight line on a train 

moving thirty or forty miies an hour, and never e et out or 

one state, you get a mental picture of the vastness or this 

1, empire. And yet the same offioe which held good when this 

country was a narrow strip along the Atlantic, still holds 

good without any change whatsoever in this vast land which 

1 t has now be come. There must be something very resilient, 

something very wholesome and abiding in the structure or 

this democracy to have made possible this extension without 

a break, this extension without a snapping. 

I say, therefore, to me the inauguration or 

a new President 1s an heroic symboi of the strength and qual.­

ity or this democracy or ours. To be sure, the whol.e 

American people wishes the new President, Mr. Herbert Hoover, 

well, prayerfully w1 shes him welI. All men and women, 

ouite regard1ess of their party affiliation, pray for his 

health and success in the great offioe which has been 

1
1 placed upon his shoulders, for it 1s a hard and exacting 

office, that of the President of the United States. Many 

a man has broken under the weight of that tremand.ous 

I 

responsibility. You see, the scope of that office was 

defined 1.40 years ago when this country was smal.1, and 

his duties have not been circumscribed or delimited in 

• any essential regard during this almost century and a 

d 

hal.t. So that it takes a man or great endurance or 

physical strength to carry on in this most critical and 

most important office or the wcrld. 



In welcoming the new President the American 

people is also at the same time bidding goodbye to the 

retiring President, Mr. Calvin Coolidge. We are too near 

to him and to his adm1n1stra tion, I believe, properl.y to 

estimate his administration. When all is said and done, I 

believe we shall. all agree that he served his country 

faithfully, earnestl.y, to the best of his abilities and 

his life. He may not have been a great president, but then 

greatness is something which does not come to a man by 

wishing. certain men are born with exceptional endowments 

or mind and soul; others are not. One can only be 

censured for using the endowments which are his improperly, 

and r be 11.eve that Mr. c oolidge never employed his abil.1-

t 1 es 1.mproper1.y. His administration reflected the quality 

of the man,--a man not of great vision, a man not o~ great 

imagination, but a very praetioal man and a1together a 

steady man; not a great leader, not one who can enk1nd1e 

the imagination of a people, but a very c au t 1ous guide. 

I think, by and large, that Mr. Galvin 

Coolidge was exaotl.y the type of a man for President that 

the .American people--most of them--wanted him to be. 

Fol.lowing the dramatic years of the war, the idealism of 

Wil.son; following the intoxicated years after the war, and 

following the corrupt era of Harding, the American people, 

by and large, wanted a calm, cool., staid, practical, 

economical administrator, and that, I believe, Mr. Coolidge 

was. • He was a business man's president. Under no 
-=-..:..:...:.-------t-----■ 

-3-



V 

I 

administration in my recollection did the business men 

tare better and haveeasier access to contro1 of government 

than during the administration of Calvin Coolidge. 

I think, too, that the Ame~ican people 

loved the simplicity of the man. There were some things 

about him which reminded tre American people or older 

pioneering days. This picture of a President of the 

United States upon retiring from office moving into a duplex 

house and paying $42. 00 a month rent, has not alone its 

emotional value,but,I believe, its moral and spiritual 

value for a people. There is something essentially fine 

in it; and it 1s fine in the case of Cal.vin cool.idge, because 

it is not a pose; it is the man that r,etlects the essent1a1 

simplicity, a certain sturdy quaI.ity in the man which the 

American people, in spite of its great and increasing 

wealth, still admires. 

I believe that outside of the United States 

Calvin Cool.idge will not long be remembered. How long he 

will. be remembered within our country remains to be seen. 

But surely today, upon his retiring tran office, the 

American people can be nothing but grateful to the man 

who gave of himself and of the best that was in him to a 

publiQ, taith:ruiiy and with 1ntegr1tr. 

What does the .American people hope from 

Herbert Hoover? Hoover is a great engineer. His life 

has been devoted to JllOlllxm,ni ta1 engineering tasks. He will 

have vast opportunities in the next four years to utilize 
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his knowledge and his experience in tasks which partake 

or the quality of engineering; reorganization or the 

departments or our government, coordinating their functions, 

introducing greater system,greater economy, perhaps. He 

will have under his supervision actually great engineering 

tasks,--flood control; the building of Boulder dam, the 

final disposal. of M'Uscle Shoal.a, and so forth. And I am 

sure that he will bring to this task a greater wisdom 

and knowledge and understanding than any president hereto­

fore; and yet, somehow, I believe the Anerican people hope 

for something more. The office of President 1s not an 

engineering job. It is the job or a statesman and a leader 

ot men, and the American pe.ople will look to 1,ifr. Hoover 

for leadership in moral probiems. 

It is my hope that Mr. Hoover, unl.ike his 

predecessor, will think a little more of the great masses 

of the American people and a little less of the classes, wb::> 

can well take care of themselves. W-e have heard so mu.ch 

about the great prosperity of this country, and the stock 

market seems to have given everybody the impression that 

everyone in the United States is today a mill.ions.ire; and 

I yet the statistics of our own tederal department, made 

publio by our own Secretary of Labor reoentiy, indicate 

that a6i of the people of the united States are poor. There 

are or course degrees of poverty. Poor according to .American 

standards; they are poor; they are c cnstantly on the verge 

ot penury; they have no economic reserve; a period or 
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emergency, or distress, and they have actually fallen 

into the abyss or poverty. 

Progres..,11d.y tb!t wealth or this great 

nation of ours is being concentrated into the hands or 

the few. The same statistics indicate that some 60% ot 

the wealth of the Uhited States is in the bands of 1% 

or the people of the United States. Progressive1y the 

economic opportunities for the middleman are becoming 

less and l.ess. The middleman is being crushed out. Now 

the strength or this country heretofore has been the 

.middleman, and the great, inspiring fact about this 

country has been that a man could, with very limited 

capital., start in business, and after ten, fifteen or 

twenty years build up for himself and his family a 

competence, a business that would keep him in economic 

independence and his family. That is becoming less and 

less possible today as a result of these great merge rs 

that are taking place in almost every industry. 

I had occasion a few days ago to speak 

with a man who, perhaps more than any other man in the 

Uhited States, has studied the trend of modern business, 

and understands wba t you may call tlte philosophy of 

business. He told me that it is becoming quite impossible 

today for a man, a small man, to obtain credit in a bank 

to enable him to open a small shop, --a grooery store, a 

tobacco shop, a drygoods store, a clothing store, a drug 
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store. Banks will not encourage any more the individual 

to enter upon such business, because it simply neans that 

in two or three years or four years this man will have 

used up not only t he credit of his bank but his own 

capital. The great mergers--they used to call them 

"trusts" twenty-five years ago in the days or Theodore 

Roosevelt; today we use a more delicate term,--these 

great business mergers are destroying the American middle 

class. We shall have, if this tendency cmtinues unchecked, 

a vast class of employed and a very small and limited 

class of employers, who will have absolute control not 

onl.y of the industry and the COlll'.!lerce of .America, but 

because of that control ultimately also of the political 

life or ~merioa. 

Now there is a challenge to the federal 

government. I don't lmow that this tendency can be 

checked, but surely the problem is bound to arise before 

very long. Can this government permit these vast ame.1-

gamations without demanding a certain control over them? 

In self-defense 111 not our federal government have to, 

before very long, exercise a certain supervision over 

business and industry in the Ub.ited States? There is a 

problem to which lr. Hoover and his cabinet ought to bring 

their wisdom and knowledge. 

I believe that the American people expect 

that in his administration ain Street will have as easy 

access to the ite House as all street, and not only 
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Main Stree~ but the side streets in every town and 

village in tre United States. e want our government to 

think a 11 ttle more a bout the to11er and the miner and the 

tamer, and the men who dig the ditches and do t Le hard 

work in this land; who cannot speculate; who can only labor. 

And we want our governnent from now on to be such that 

these men who constitute the backbone of America can look 

to the President or the United States as to a friend. 

r believe the ~erican people 1i1oul.d like 

the forthcoming administration to be a progressive one. 

Tt was Disraeli who said that a conservative government 

is an organized hypocrisy. er 1, I think there 1 s a 

great deal or truth in that. All life is changing. You 

men and women know how swiftly life is changing all about 

us, especially our economic life; and in this worid of 

swift change for a government to be conservative, stand pat, 

reactionary, is to underwrite its own defeat, is to become 

antequated and serviceless. We want our government to be 

enterprising, to be progressive, to be anticipatory, to 

experiment, if necessary, with social legislation. We are 

a bit tired of the cautious hedging or the last 

administration. 

And, too, the .American people, I believe, 

hope that the next acbinistration will liquidate all o'f 

the misunderstandings with our Latin-~rioan neighbors, 
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especially our fiasco in Nicaragua. The conduct of the 

last administration in Nicaragua has been both culpable 

and ludicrous, and dishonest. We never should have gone 

in there in the first place; we ha d no business t he re, and 

we should not now be there, after we gave the Nicaraguans 

a solemn p~edge that imme diately after their election we 

wou.'ld retire. Their election was held and we have not yet 

retired. ffenator Borah made a magnificent statement not 

so long ago, speaking of the central and South American 

states. He said, ttGod made our neighbors. Let justice 

make our friends." It is that policy which should, in the 

fUture, determine our relationship in those republics. 

They are not to be treated as legitimate 

prey for the predatory instinct s or Ame rica; trey are not 

to be regarded as possible loot for looters. They are 

independent republics who have the same right to live, to 

protect their resources and to safeguard their independence 

as we have. rt was a fine thing of :Mr. Hoover to have 

made that tour of Central and South America. It was the 

first fine; friendl.y gesture of his administration. We 

hope that he will continue until a real bond of friendship 

will have been welded ·between those struggling republics 

and our own republic. 

And, lastly, r believe that the American 

people should wish to see Mr. Hoover aggressively and 

affirmatively continue the mrk or establishing inter­

national concord and peaoe. He is a ,uaker and he has an 

I 

_ _._ ____ _ 
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exalted tradition among his Quaker folks of how peace can 

be aohieved bF sacrificing for it. The 0uakers pledged 

themselves never to fight, and they were hounded and hated 

for it, and imprisoned for it, and mocked and spat upon 

for it; but they refused to fight, and it took greater 

strength and greater coura;"e· at times to refuse to fight 

than to join the mob and enter the fight; but they refused 

to fight,--The only one denomination in Christendom which 

lived up to the ma.nda te of the Master of Chr 1s tianity-­

"When a man smites tree on one cheek turn thou the other 

one." They took that literally, and they lived up to 1 t. 

And out of the last war all other denominations came out 

bankrupt; all other religions c~e out morally defeated, 

because during the last war all denomination beca"Ile the 

lackeys and the tools of the state; that's all. They 

became prc;,paganda agencies for the war departments tin 

every country. The Q,uakers alone came out of the last 

war vindicated. They tended the sick, the wounded; they 

did not -stand idly by in this universal catastrophe. Trey 

served in hospitals, tended the sick and distributed food 

am::>ng the hungry, friend and foe alike. They recognized 

no friend or foe, but they refused to fight. 

Now, Mr. Hoover l:Blongs to this sect. or 

course belonging to a seot does not mean very much unless 

you really practice the tenets of that seot. But it 

Mr. Hoover will take into his administration that conviction 

that peaoe can be achieved only w:ten nations are ready to 
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make certain sacrifices for it, he will advance the oause 

ot international pea.o.e exceedingly. 

r suppose that the Coolidge administration 

in future times will be remembered not for 1 ts thrift or 

its practicality but for the outstanding achievement 

of the signing of the Kellogg-Briand pact for the outlawry 

of war. That is a milestone in civilization; there is no 

doubt about it. But the effect of that pact bas been 

serious]y impaired by this enactment of the law for the 

building of fifteen additional cruisers, which our Congress 

enacted shortly after the adoption of the outlawry of war 

pact. Now it may have been necessary in the inter­

national game for the Congress of the United States at 

this particular time to authorize the building of fifteen 

additional cruisers, inasmuch as Great Britain has violated 

the spirit of the ashington Treaty by building cruisers. 

But if nothing is done before very long to oheck this 

competition in naval a:rmam.ent, the pact will be cane a scrap 

ot paper, and we should begin right now to prepare for the 

next war. 

The great opportunity of Hoover will be to 

follow up this declaration or principles with an act calling 

upon the great naval powers of the earth, especially Great 

Britain, to agree to a definite limitation of armament; and 

until that is done nothing has been done. Mr. Hoover has 

a vast international experience. He 1s internationally 

minded, and his knollledge ot what 1s going on abroad will 
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undouladly- help him in wrestling with these vast problems 

or peace amd war. 

These, my friends, to my mind, are the hop es 

or the .Amerioan people for 1. r. Hoover and his new adminis­

tration. rt is fine to have a man of the type or 1tr.Hoover 

at the head of our government. It 1s a type of man who 

will inspire our youth; a man who rose by sheer ability 

and hard work to that high office.. We shall expect of him, 

in the first place, a greater humaneness in office. We do 

not want a machine, not even an adding machine, in the 

White House. We want a great soul, sensitive to the 

spiritual and moral needs of our ~eople; a man of vision, 

a man who knows that just as a man cannot live by bread 

alone, so cannot a nation live b~ bread alone,--and there 

are problems in Amari.can life othen than those or 

prosperity; a man whose h;eart will beat in consonance with 

the heart of the laborer in the mill and the mine and the 

shop and the factory and on the farm, and the small business 

man. rn a word, a man who will understand the masses of 

.Am3r1ca and be their spokesman and their friend, their guide. 

e want a President who will stretch out a 

hand or friendship to all or our neighboring states on this 

Western hemisphere, and to all the world. We are being 

accused abroad of moral turpitude. e say one thing an:i do 

another in our international relations. I am not so much 
. 

concerned with what the world out side of us thinks of us. 

r am more concerned with wm.t we think or ourselves and 
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what we want to think of ourselves. 

I am d·eeply and profoundly concerned--and I 

believe that America is--that we retain a position of 

moral leadership in the world. I believe that we have 

been moulded by destiny to be a moral pathfinder in inter­

national relations. There is only one great danger, and 

it is this: that our tremendous wealth will make us so 

self-centered, so conservative, so selfish, so suspicious 

or others, that we will sink_ and wallow in t re mire of' our 

obesity and lose the historic opportunity of being a moral 

pathfinder in the world. W-e have already shut our doors. 

'We no longer want the oppressed and the denied and the 

poor or the world who heretofore found a haven of refuge 

and a new life on these gracious shores. We no longer 

want them; we have shut our doors against them. And now 

if in this most important problem of international peace 

we shall also act the part of the selfish, the self-

cent ere·d, the morall.y timid, we shall have lost nn.tch more 

than we could ever hope to gain through mere physical 

wealth and prosperity. 

Let Mr. Hoover sound anew that idealism which 

was Wilson's, that international idealisn which was Wilsonfs, 

and that national idealism which was Roosevelt's. 1'e· want I 
a bit more of' that in our lif'e today. Our lives have become 

crass and materialistic and cheap and vu1gar. W-e want 

to bring back again a few of those heroic accents in 

.Anerican life,--the square deal, the opportunity, tha 
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chance for every young man and yotm.g woman in this land. 

We want to bring back a bit more of that magnif'ioence 

which exalted us all during the days wren we threw our­

selves into a world war, in order to bring a little more 

of sweetness and love into the habitations of the world; 

a little more freedom to ali other peoples; wl:en we 

thought of other nations and concerned ourselves with 

those whoare not as fortunate as we were, and were ready 

to sacrifice our substance and our bl_ood for humanity. 

Let us not becane so practical and so 

utilitarian as to lose from our national life that 

splendor which was ours 1n the past. 

That is our hope for the new administration. 

May God bless it and favor it. May God give to the new 

President of the United states strength of body and 

strength of sail, that he may lead this great nation, with 

the help of Gad, on to its appointed destiny. 

--o--
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il SS!BAC! 011'111 .AJ>DUIS 

1 A lfEI PRESIDllft - A 

n 
ltlvBI AB MAM...., U,VJI 
d TD f 34. 1929• 

lterben Koo•• rill ,at ,,_.,, •1- lo b11 admlma,ratl• 

h11 expen lcnowl•41• u an acwar whioh wS.11 undou,"17 help h1il ln..., 

of the probl- which will confront him. The Pre1l48noy of lbe O'Jllte4 s,atei 

howeya, 11 more ,ban an engineering Jol». It la a Job of at&t .... abSp al 

1-4arahlp. 
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lhoae qua11,1n ot riaion, lead•ahlp, and Q11P&the,lo 1111daatandt,n,: of ,ht 

_need.a of the g•t maae•• ot oar ccnm,r,. which ••• laoldnc ill '• prmou 

admln\1tra,1oa. 

We are •totac upon an era ot eoreul11g eoonomio opporluat,1e1 

tor the rank and tlle. !be eoonad.0&111 llldep•nda, 1111441• claa1 li l>•l!w 

cruehe4 m ot wa,nce l,J' the ... , •rcen whloh are going OD a, an 111&11Jlc 

rate. •• are taolzl« the prospeot of l»eoand.ng a na,t• of 1111plo~•i, whertla 

a •er, ilBall grfJ\JP wlll w1n1,e~ oontrol oar incla■,rlal life aa4 wl\h ll 

ot cou••• ~ po11,1oa1 lite aa ..u. How -rw ahall \hie oouenvatt.• of 

pow• go oaT Bow ahal.1 \he peq:ple h aaf..,..._aca-tut a poaal\le a1Nae 

ot auch POWd't 1'ha .Amaioa people hope tt:r ,ome nlclaao• tr• the ..., 

ac1mw1,rattoa 1D thle nat pe:rple:d J• The1 )lope ,ha, Mab &\net will la&Te 

a, leut aa NIT aooeai \o \be 

\o11eri ot the unhe the •in•• a4 t_...., u4 ld.11 worlan •111 flu 1a 

the an pre■lua\ at 1 ... , u .a.wnadSN a ftlta4 ad guu ai orpalae& 

capl'-1. 
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the leoreta17 ot J.uor, are po•• Ille MW pnaU..t oacld lo ooacen JatllHU 
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larp~ wi\h theu eiah'7-1is PCNIII. ti. otheri OU prelt7 well kb oare 

of themHlTN. 

!be .. rlcan people !lope tha, the uxt a4m1n11tralloa "111 

be a i,rosteMl•• one. •.&. oouerru1•• govermen,. • au4 D1au11, •11 a 

orpnlse4 l>Jpocraq.• A gOT--•t mat ep p • wt.th \h rapld.i, 

ohanglng conditlou 1n the econ<llllc life of a people or lt become■ anttczu,­

'• ad a drag. • ban had enough ot Ille cautlou hedc1III ot \he 1&at 

admlnlatral1cm. e na, bit of the cov.nceou tdNl.1-. rt1lc an4 

t-,,rl■• et llooane11 1a ~. •• nDt '° mar apln the uoen\a of real 

pro ••■lYe thcrch' la aahington. !be lul llae W lli IPC)Dr11 la 

~ an4 Coolidge. t.e, lhe proere■aln NI J101r QNk \hrow&ll llNnr. 
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trta.4ahlp with 11 Centr and. Sou.,h r1 

reMDI ri.at, ,o Central and Sov.'11 erloa 

tu Boo er Nlalnlatralloa rill 

ealabllah real bcmda of 

epullc1. 

an ao, of flu 111.t•amenlhlp 

ud pr lMi a an clea1 1n ov rel&llonahlp nth tbaH ec,,le. !hQ' ... , 

no longer 

for oar loot••• ~ are aneretcn and lnclepenc!at a, t••• en,1,1e4 ,o 

pro\ their own reaoaro I and \o aat~ \h tr nn 1n.4-p__,_... Senalar 

Jorah11 WMplftoen\ p'hrue oagh' to pt.de then• ac1mln11,nllon1 1 God haa 

ma4e u ae1ghbon, let lutioe maa u trllll4a. 1 

!he Jaerioan peopl hope that • Hoover rill oont1Jlu Ille 

Paot - an hl■\orla ..,.,. ht l la u, enoagh. 1, mul tollwe& • . . 

couenel lild\alia ot ____ ,, or lt will NNla a aaap of paper. •• 

an alr~ ,_, utal aapetltloa wtlh Qr 
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al'IIIIU&I oa lad and 1-.. He 11 a Qu•k•• He tnowi the ~ tra41,ta 

ahut war. Be lmcnri tha, a people can not ••• peue wllhoat ma1dJag ,-. 

uorltloN tor lt. Sball •• ..-lflce to~ wu aa4 aot tor peaoeT 

Mr. RoOTa 11 llllen&\loul~ mlnde4. He Jmowa thal no 

D&lloa can go lt alone. Dul~ tittND or tu,,. an1, ... will ., mag 

ua aecan troaa &ttaok or tram defeat. le cam not arm agaliial ,he worl&. 

Jtor caa ~ other nation. 

ftae America people hop• tu, . Boo•• will )ring baa 

lalo ov lite a ld.t ot the 1n,ena,1.onal 14-ll• of lllaoa'• "-• 1'118 

-.rtoan people le no, ,1rea of 1deall-. 
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