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(U R days went by,
and the envovs of
the Admiml were
A back with the fleet
They had not found the
Grand Khan, nor had they
seen any king who was
friend or enemy of that

“.I.'I,'!f"l.ll ﬂIUTL:ll'".'h. T]‘IJL"_L

ad penctrated some forty
miles inland to reach a vil-
lage of ffty houses inhab
ited by a population which
they put at about a thou-
5:1m|—lh|: huts seemed to
be community dwellings,
each sheltering a large
number of natives.

The envoys had been
welcomed like gods by the
Sﬁ“h'ﬂgﬁﬂ-, men and women
running out to meet them,
to touch them with their
fingers admiringly as be-
ings come from heaven,
and to kiss their hands and
feet.

The Spaniards inquired
for the king of the coun-
try; but in spite of the good
offices of an interpreter
from the fleet, no one could
satisfy their curiosity. A
few individuals seemed to
stand out among the na-
tives as leaders, distin
guished from the others
especially by their greate
fatness; but not one of
these naked, painted and well-fed leading citizens bore the least
resemblance to the omnipotent “King n? Kings" who ruled the
vast empire of the East. Then the samples of cinnamon, pepper,
and other spices from Seville were exhibited Yes, such things
were abundant in the country, but not just there—off to the cast,
far off toward the east!

The - disappointment could not have been more complete;
and the Admiral could see no reason now for not hurrving on to
those lands toward which the Indians kept painting whenever
they were asked about gold and pearls.

The vessels had been successiully floated, so on Thursday,
the eleventh of November, the Admiral provided in general
orders: “In the name of God, Southeast, to find gold, spices,
and new lands.”” And the fleet set out, the Pinta as usual in
the lead, the Nina and the flag-ship following abreast at a dis-
tance of some miles,

On the twenty-first of November, the fleel reached the east
ern end of Cuba and struck its true course to the southeast.
The vessels were still in the wsual order, the I"inta, better-
canvased and better-handled, far in the lead, and making the
usual stabs to south and north, withouwt delaying the slower
boats behind her. But at nightfall, on the third day out, the
head wind freshened, the sed grew heavier, and the Admiral
suddenly decided to return to the sheltered haven in the estuary
which he had pamed the Cape of Palms, postponing the sail to
“Bohio” or Babeque till the elements should show themselves
more favorable. Acting at once upon this design, he brought
the flag-ship about, signaling his change of :ourse by lights on
his mastheads, The Nifa, near by, also came about, following
the Admiral in his retirement. The Pinta however, some miles
&4

ML.E vidently Gongaler intended o xre the arrows @y spears or lances, If

in the lead, beld on through the dark, without observing that
the two ships astern had dropped out of sight.

The win:L held unfavorable for some days and Don Cristobal
lingered very willingly about the benutiful bays of Cuba;. but
when the Santa Mada and the Nina finally sailed with wind
astern, the lofty moun ains of Babeque were soon in view. The
scenery of this new island, which the natives were now calling
“Haiti" reminded the Admiral of certain regions of Spain, and
he gave it the name of *Hispanivla™—*Little Spain," the “Span-
ish Isle.”

Cuevas was hoping for another long stop in one of the numer-
ous harbors the vessels kept entering, but the Admiral was now
in o hurry to see more and contented himsell with sending boats
ashore either to fish and hunt or to barter with the nalives.
The “broom” Andujur did not find Lucero on any of these
lundings. The fleet, which hed hitherto encountered Indians
either living in a state of Edendike innocence or in rudimentary
democracies, now begin to find native monarchies. Don Cristo-
hal thought this indicated closer proximity to the Grand Khan's
influence, and chose te treat the kings he encountered with all
the formalities of rowalty. He invited them aboard his ship
and stripped his personal wardrobe bare 10 make them gifts.
One day he even parted with the amber necklace which he had
bought at Granada before setting out on the vovage,

One other person also was extremely bappy to have entened
at last into realms of Divine Right. This was Dicgo de Arana,
high constable of the fleet. The Cordoban kidalge st rutted in
all his glory whenever one of these litter-bome sovereigns
attended by 1 weritable, theugh hali-naked *court,” cam
aboard the Santa Mari to pay his respects to the Sons of Heave






































