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The teat1val of Pur1a, upon wh1oh it ia 

mandato17 to read the Book ot Esther a.tdthe K .. 1llah, 

1neTi,ably brins• to mind the pioture ot Ba■•n, deaoend

enl ot the tradition.al toes ot Israel, the Amal.ek1tea, 

and with him there looma up into J'ewiah oonaoiouaneaa a 

whole world ot anti-Semite■ and ant1-Selllit1aa. 

We have been in the habit ot exploiting 

the oooaeioa to d1■ ouaa Jew-kiting and the enemiea of 

Israel. It baa ooourred w .me tha4', 1n keepiq with 

the tine Jewi■h tradition ot torg1T1DS one•• enemie■, 

it would be a tlae thing to utilize the veatival. ot Puria 

to ■peak ot the trienda ot Jarael; tor we have had auoh 

friends throµghout ~he agea, ,aunoh, loyal, helpful, 

who in our dark houra ro•• •• our detendera and ohapion•• 

our obeokered oareer ia dark enough with the atoriea ot 

emb1,tered toea, llbo aal1pe4 and alandere4 and di4 

Iarael sreat hara. 

But here and there we oome aoroaa the 

radient name of aoma great non-zew who aroae u the 

4etender ot ,he weak, thl ■pokea•n ot tho■• who were 

desperately in need of apoke ... n. You will thereton 

reoall a the la• few year• I have utilised the ■entl

ment ot tbe Purill week to oall your attention to ■CDI 

ot th• ,,,,.,,nal friend■ ot our r•••• '1'h1■ JIOrlliJlg I 

w1■11 ,o apeak ot two auoh 1wonal friend■, o• •• 

liftl duriq he at1rr1q tlm•• pn e41q and durlJla 



the Frenoh ReTolution; end ano~er who 1a a contemporary 

ctt our•• ot our own day, lboae oontribution to Iarael 

oame aa the result ot another un1veraal upheaTal--the 

world war. 

The history or the J'ew■ in Franoe 1• a 

long, oheakered and extremely taaa1nat1iig one. We 

haven't the time to go into it now. Towards the oloae 

ot the eighteenth oen1ury there ere in Franoe abom 

D0,000 J"ew1, a ■mall number ot them. Spanish and Portu

su••• 1•w• 11Tins in aouthern 7ranoe, in Bordeaux and 

Lyona and other o 1 tie•, the maj ori t7 o t them 11 Ting 

in what were onoe German proTinoea, il• aoe and Lorraine. 

The•• 1••• o~ Alaaoe and Lorraine lived under many and 

■eTere diaab1lit1e•• Ot oourae the7 poaaeaaed DO 

pol1t1oal righta1 ther were not 1ooked upon a■ na,urai-

1zed Frenoh o1tizena; they were toreignera wbo were 

tolerated or not tolerated, as the whia ot the king or 

the lord ot the JllUJUoipal.1-ty d1otate4. 

They were aenrely taxed with all kind■ 

ot taxe1,--a tu: on the right ot 40Jllo1le, a tax 011 the 

right to move abou, and traTel, a poll tax, a tax to 4o 

lauaine••• Many an 11lponant oi ty •• oloaed '° ,he 

1ewiah merohant•. '!'hey were d1 ■qual1t1 d •• witn••••• 

in oourta ot lawa the7 were not peJ'ilitted to dwell in 

home• owned 1-7 noa-1•••• In tao,, •n7 ot ti. a1••rable 

and atupi4• Tioioua, dl1ortnd.na1017 leg1alat1oa ot the 

lllddle Agel ,,1u held goo4 in Pftao• 'oward• the oloa• 
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ot the eighteenth oentur7. 

~ortunately, a new da7 was beginning to 

break in the world. lledievaliam waa about to tight 

its last desperate battle. The Frenoh philosopher■ and 

eno7olopediata had done their work and undermined the 

people's faith in the abaoluti■t'a power or state and 

ohuroh. A middJe olus was ri ■ins wh1oh waa demandin& 

rights and ohallenging the inheri,ed privilegaa ot the 

teu4al aria'loora97. Chains were beginning to break; 

people began to ■peak in new terma,--the natural ripta 

o~ man., the aupremaoy ot man OTer the state and over 

the ohuroh; the age ot reason and treedomJ new voioe■ 

heralding a new dq. 

And Israel ~o ame in tor 1ta share. 

A.II an oppressed people it bad 1uttered trom medieTaliam, 

and voioea arose here and there demanding right• tor 

th1• rightl••· people. ID Bngland •• early •• l?D3, a 

natU1'1111sation aot was pa■ee4 whioh saTe the Jew■ ot 

'lnglan.4 the rights ot O1i1seuhip. Untortunatel7, a 

7ear later that aot had to be repealed beoauae ot the 

olamor and the oppoa1t1on ra1■e4 by the olergy an4 the 

ma•••• ot the people. 

In Gel'JIUIDJ' aplend14 Ohr1at1an■ ot the 

n w day aro••• Cbriatiana like Le■■ing, an4 Chri■tian 

William Doha, wllo began to ■peak tor the J"ew■ and ot the 

Je••• to d1aou•• their prollleu and to ■usse•• mean• ot 

ourins the enl • ieh had ao• upon th•. And 1Jl J'rano• 



at lea1t two great ~renohmen took up glowingly and 

eagerl7 the detenae ot Iarael. Ot one of them, you 

reoall, I ■poke last year, a ohurobman, Gregoire. May 

hie memory remain blessed in the annal ■ ot our people. 

And ot the •eoond one I shall apeak thia morning, Count 

Mira1"9au. 

'!'he •~ruggle for the ris}lta ot the Frenah 

lewa waa not easily won. strons opposition deTeloped, 

not only on the part ot the olergy and the entrenohed 

privileged olasae■ , but also on the part or the oommon 

folk•; 1n faot, a, the outbreak or the reYolut1on there 

were a large number of anli-lewiah riot• in JJ.■aoe

Lorraine. It was not until Sepa.ber 2'1 1 1791, that the 

1ew■ of P'ranoe finally were w loomed into the :rrenoh 

nation•• tull fledged citizen. ot J'ranoe. A great 

many preJudioe■ had to be overoome I a great deal ot 

propaganda hoat1le to the 1ew bad to be met. A great 

number ot :rrenohmen at tbe time and preeeding the time 

had writtea 'book■ and pamphlet■ derogatory ot the 1ew■, 

and al&OJIB theae Frenchmen there waa ' the grea, Voltaire, 

him.aelt a lilleral and r•t an. anti-Semite, urged to hi• 

ant1-1ew1ah preju41oea ~Y ■CDI unfortunate ~ualn••• 

dealinga whioh he had had w1,h ■oJIIII .rew 1Jl London. 

we needed writer•, ■peaker1, publie 

ottioial.1, wm wow.4 •et theae argument• and aawer 

th11 pziopagan4a, and that taak was lett to a tn Zen, 

Zew1 1111:e 



and the two great non-:ewa, ths Abbe Gregoire and the 

Ocate de Mirabeau. 

Mirabeau waa one or the rather■ ot the 

~renoh Revolution, one ot 1ta great leader•, one ot 1ta 

great orators, a tlaming api it or the revolution. He 

was he who, you will reoall on t hat momentou• day when 

the king had oommanded the representative ■ or the third 

estate to di■band,--it was irabeau who threw down the 

gauntlet in the taoe ot the kin.s by exola1m1ng, "00 tell 

your maater that we are here b7 the will or the people, 

and t1at we ■hall not disband exoept at the point ot the 

bayonet!" 

1rabeau eomet1 prior to the rnolution 

he mat and beoame aoquainted w1 h that remarkable ooter1• 

or triend• wh1oh o1role4 like satellite• around the 

oentral luminary, Mo•• Jlendel•■ohn, and he beoama 

infatuated with the personality or thi■ hunoh-baok lew 

wbo oaptivated the whole ot Germany at that time. 

Mirabeau oalled endel oha the Jewish Plato, the 

J110dera Pla~o. He aoknowledgea that he borrowe4 ..ny 

ot hia ideu and mu.oh ot hi• writing troa Mo••• 

Mendela■olm . . In Berlin,too, he met with that aplend14 

cu1at1an Doha, who intereated himaelt eo moh in tb 

\tlltortunate ooad1,1on ot Israel. 

A• a NIIU.lt ot th1• oon4uot, iralaeau, OD 

hi• return to J'ranN, and on hi• beillfl leoted u a 



member of ,he atatea asaembl7, which later on beoame 

the na1;1onal as■embly, Mirabeau aeized every opportunity 

to speak tor Iarael and to demand that the French Jews 

be given ever7 o1T1l, politioal and military righi 1n 

!Pranoe. When he waa in London a tew year■ betore the 

revolution ·1n 1787, he wrote a pamphlet aalled, rton 

Mosea Mendelssohn, and on the Politioal Retom of the 

lewa," one or the moat superb detenaea and vindications 

or Israel. 

Thia booklet on the politioal retom ot 

the rewa ia d1T1ded into three parta. The tirat ie a 

cool, reasoned presenta11on ot the case ot the French 

1ew tor politioal equalitJ'I ltie aeoond part ia a dia

oussion ot the 'bgl1ah aa, ot na•uralizat1on or 1?55, 

ot whioh I spoke a momen, ago, and Mirabeau' a explanation 

ot the repeal ot this aot a year later; and the third 

part ot this pamphl.et 1a an answer ot th• argument a ot 

Miohed.la and aome other Germ.an ant1-Sem1tea. 

llirabeau begin• hia theaia by deaor1b1ng 

the 1ntaaoua d11a)1lit1•• ot the Frenoh 1•••• the har4-

ah1pa whioh they ■uttered at the handa ot the governmenl, 

and he demanda the reason tor 1t. He maintains that a 

religion oannot be the reaaon tor it, beoauae :their 

religion 1• the groundwork ot 0hriat1an1'7, and 4'he 

law of Koaea 11 regarded aa 41v1ne nen by Ohr1at1ana. 

"SUrel71 the ethioa and morale ot the Bible oannot be 

held reapona1ble tor de r1v1g human bei • ot tht. ____ .,.._ ___ __ 

.... 



ele111n,ary human rights. What are the reaaona, perhap ■," 

be •Y•," tor some ot the taul ta whioh you tincl in the 

J"ew•, You alaill that they are olann1ehJ that the7 laak 

patriotims that they are usurera; that at time• they 

are diahonea. What are the reason■ tor it?" aak■ 

Kirabeau. "You ,ay," he write ■, 'Bu' have not the 

oharaoter and the mind ot the 1ewe juatitied the barah-

neaa that baa been emplo,ed toward■ them? can they 

aoouatcm themael vea to oon■ider those at another 

religion aa members ot the same o1v1l oommunity? H ve 

they not deaened, in every natiaa, the te:ra applied 

to them ot d1ahone ■t7' ra not every kind ot aniti•• 

and fraud a J'ewlu illY8Jlt1cmt In oountrie■ where too 

auoh toleration baa been gran,ed to the 1ew■ , ha.Te the7 

not almoat m,1rel7 anaro■aed every branoh ot trattio 

troa whioh they aN not exolude4, It all the•• 

oiroumatanoe■ are too well attested by taota, the 1ew• 

are, pol1t1oall7 speaking, a nuiaanoe in a ■ta,e; an4 

auoh 1a the 1nde■true,11,1e nu■e ot lawa, at aaat, 

renriotin onea, imposed by the wi■eat govermnent ■ 

upon a nation, with a unan11Jd.ty 11h1oh ■uttioea, perhapa, 

to ju1t1r, ,h•. • 

"'l'o reaaon thua," •111'• Mirabeau, "1• 

n1dentlJ w take the etteot tor ,he oauae, and to 

endeayar to Ju• 1t7 an oppreaaift pol107 lt7 the TerJ' eTil 

that 1, baa produeel. ZTm it we nr• to adlld.,," ha aaya • 

"U 4emoaatraMd 1 the uati•• ot r roaoh•• •~ed u»,.;;;;;;•=--+--------------u--------------· 
_,_ 



the J'ewlah nation, the atate ot oppresad.oa in 11hioh the7 . 

are kept would explal.D all, or, rather wculd e:xhib1t a 

aot1w tor a tar greater oorrupticm. BTer7 hon••' meana 

ot auba1atenoe is 1nter411ed "° the J"ew. Bow, then, oaa 

he aToid deaoendin.s into diahcmeal7 and traud? 'l'he law• 

aoaroel7 allow him to ex1at. Wh7 should he oonoe1 Te 

himaelt bound by the? What TOluntar)" obedienoe oan 

he render, what attaohmant oan bind him to the ■tat• 

that maltreat, ha, What •an be more natural than the 

hatred whioh he beara other naticna wb1.oh oruah hill 

under the proo:t o:t that m. ioh they bear hill? Who ha• 

the right to exaot Tirtuea trom h:1Ja, when he 1• not 

beliend auao ptible ot any? Wh7 tie aatoniahed that he 

oooupiea too muoh :ro011, when oal.7 cne apot 11 lefi tor 

hill? 1fh7 reproaoh hili with tault■ wh1oh JOU oampel 

hill to oomm1 ,, Ewr7 raoe ot man plaNd under 81.mllar 

01.roumnano••• would have oonduoted 1 t■elt in a ■indlar 

•• haTe power 1D han41 we haw ala.ye had it. 

It waa tarmerl.7, and it 1• now, our busin••• to our• the 

1•• ot tho•• prejudio•• whioh are our own work, ~7 

dlnatina our■elvaa ot thoee w1oh we entertain toward■ 

hia. The mol'&l peneraenea■ into whioh th1■ untortu-

u.te nation ha■ tallea, granted it ha1 tallen, 1n 

oouequenoe ot a detena'bl• pol10J', aannol be a juat 

ao,tT• tor penenrinc in that pol10,.1 and to render 

it hatetul,--1hat war1h7 fruit ot as•• ot lle.rbar117 

••--and~ •2Plaa~~---1t:A., .. ~1e .,,.,, •• 

---



the hiatoey ot the people mu■t be traoed with a llol4 

and determined han4." 

And ao Mirabeau ocntinuea hi■ argument, 

plaoing aquarel7 upon the shoulder• ot Chriatendca 

reapons1b111 ty tor tho■e abuse■ whioh they ■eea '° 
tind 1n Iarael. That ia a new note in European 

Obr1■t1an thought. 

"Wha, 1• the our•• the?" a■kl Mirabeau. 

"Do you w1■ h the Jews to beoome better, more uaetlll 

o111zen.■? Banish 1Tolll aooiety every degradiq dia

tinotion with regard to than; open to them ever.r meana 

ot exiatenoe, aoqu1rement and poaaeasion. Par trom 

1nterd1 ting the agrioultur , radea and meohan.ioal 

arta, enoourage t ~em to oulti te thea. Take oare, 

without negleoting the ■aored doctrine ot their 

toretathera, that the Jew■ are laugh, nature, and ita 

Author, morality and reaaon, the intereet■ ot mank1n4, 

ot the great aoo1ety ot wh1oh they tom a pan. Plaoe 

the 1ew1ah ■ohoola upon the••• tooting u the Chri■tian 

aohool■, 1Jl everything exoept what apper,aiu to rel1g1oa. 

Let this people, l1Jce e,rery other, enjo7 tull libeny 

ot mr.■hip. Let tihc eata 11111., at their own apenN, 

a■ ma7 ■JD&sosue• cd Ra'lllllu u thq pl•••• Let the 

right ot Dluaioa be gran' d to tlw '1• 1 ■1l Ohuroh u to 

all o,mn1 11\lt 111 'he 11a1,a ot •h• aoo1et7, let thll 

le ree■ ot the B bli1u be nren~h•el b7 the noular 
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power. Let the 1ewa live and be judse.4 aooord1ng to 

their own la••• In a wor4, let them be plaoe4 an4 . 

maintained in poaaeaaicm. ot all the right• ot oitizena, 

and ■oon thia jWlt arrangement will e■tabliah thea 

amongat the moat usetul member■ ot the state. Thi■ 

will at onoe remed7 the nult1pl1ed eT1la that have been 

heaped upon them, and the errors whioh we baTe 

oompelled th• to be suilt7 ot." 

Mirabeau• a work and Gregoire• a .,rt 

aoon bore truit, and on September a,, 1791, the t1ra, 

nation in Bu.rope. in that lang period ot almost 1800 

anted the jewa poli ti oal equali "7. 'l'hat was 

the beginning ot the •ano1pat1an ot Iarael in Europe. 

P'or soon that emiuary ot the revolution, Napoleon, 

began to batter at the bulwarks ot teudal.1• an4 

med1eTal1■1l throughout Bu.rope, and where,er he oame, 

and the hoata of Republioan Franoe, there anti-lewi ■h 

d1aor1m1nat1on orumbled• and there the rish•• ot 

o1t1zensh1p wre granted to the Z•••• So that at 

that oritioal moment 1D. the history ot the world• an4 

in the hiato1;7 ot Iarael, a Christian friend aroae to 

ohaap1on our oau■e and who helped our people to treedoa. 

'!'here wu aaother Chr1at1m who. in th• 

nex-. great world upbla"ftl, the World war, proTe4 a 

benetaotor ot Iarael. Mirabeau helped the .Tewa to gain 

helped Iarael to resa1D 1~• nat101Lal bmlelm4, It 
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September 2?, 1?91, 1■ a red letter day 1n Jewish 

history, ao aaauredly will November a, 1917, beoome. 

The one mart■ the entranoe ot jew■ into oitizenahip ot 

the Tarious oountries of hrope I the other mark• the re

entr noe of Israel into the oommunity ot nation• ot 

the world. on that day the following letter waa dia

patohed from the British Foreign Ottioe to Lord Rothschild: 

"I haTe muoh pleasure in oonTe)'ing to 

you on behalf of hia Majeatyta goTernment the tollowins 

deolaration ot ll)'Japathy with Jewish Z1on1■t aep1rat1ona, 

whioh has been aubmi tted to and approved by the oabinet. 

"Bi■ Majesty• ■ goTernment view■ w 1th 

favor the establishment in Palestine ot a national 

home for the Jewish people, and will uae their bea, 

endeavora to taoilitate the aoh1eTement ot thia objeo,, 

it being olearly understood that nothing shall be done 

whioh may prejudioe non-Zewiah oomm.unitiea in Paleatine, 

or the r1ghta and pol1t1oal atatu■ enJoyed by Jew• in 

any other oount17. 

"I ■hould be gratetul it you would bring 

thia deolarat1011 to the knowledge ot the Zioni■t 

Federation. Your■ ■inaerel7, .lrthur 1am1 • Balfour. " 

Bal.tour 1• a no~l• tne ot the Br1t1■h 

■tatenaen, finely po1ae4, cnilture4, w1,~ a profound 

under1tandiD8 ot natui-e and ot menJ a praot.ieal maa 

and yet with a rioh Te1n ot allllo■t aptio i4eal1•J a 

■oholar and a philoaopher, 11ho■e worn, auoh u "!he 

-11-



iroun4at1on ot Belief,rt and The Right ot Philoaophio 

Doubt, " are s1gn1t1oant in the history ot modern thought. 

And Baltour brought to hie amazing pol1t1oal oarear, 

therefore, a vast knowledge and erudition u well a■ a 

tine hiatoria perapeotive. 

Baltour aeemingl7 ahared that old Engli■h 

tradition, that old traditionally Engliah aympath.7 with 

the aspiration■ ot Israel. The Engl1ah people have tor 
. oenturiea looked with protound ■111pathy upoD Israel•• 

hope ot nation.al restorat1aa. Seventeenth aentur7 

:11:lgland, tor example; the England or the Pur1,ana1 the 

England ot Cromwell; and the oommonwealth, the Enslan4 

ot Old Ta■tament loyal.tie■, was protoundl7 stirred by 

the hope ot I■rael•a restoration to Palestine, 1bioh at 

that 'time ■eemed to many non-J'ew■ to be Ter7 ,mmsnem. 

so that when the orld war broke out, 

and the de■t1n1e ■ ot nation■ were thrown into the 

bal -... noe, and all the national1at1o aapiratiou of the 

people ■ ot the •~rld aurged to the top, and Iarael'• 

national hope likewi■e oalled tor oona1derat1on, 1, 

needed a voioe ot authorit7, a apoke■man, and it toun4 

it in Arthur 1ame1 Baltour. 

I reoall my tirat meeting w1,b. Mr. Balfour 

lu London in J'Ul7, 1180. We were bo,h ■eheduled to 

apeu troa one pla,tora at illlerl Hall. H• aro••• thia 

atatelT, d1p1t1e4, han~80JDI Br1t1aur1 thi• man whoa• 

·-------tt---D 1•1au tllr. 111ar.• had att••t•4 ~ 4Ntlill•• et-----+-----• 
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ailliona ot men; and be spoke ,o a gathering ot 

.thousands ot J"ewa, 1impl7, 1nois1vel7, ■traightforwardl7. 

He did not flatter; he did not indulge in rulsome praise. 

There wa■n't a touoh ot patronizing oonde■oenaioa. He • 

■poke as a warm, truated trien4, a representative ot a 

great people whioh ruled halt the world, to friend■ 

representative ot an ano1ent raoe, but whoae national 

oareer had just then be~; and he apoke to them 

enoouraging].7, and yet with tull oaut1on. He warned. 

them ot the dittioultiea whioh will oontront thea. He 

•alled their attention that, tint and toremoat, the7 

mua make tr1ende with the Arab in Palestine. He 

■poke to thsm ot Palestine aa a amall oountry, a 

ditfioult oountw, whioh will pr sent to them tre

mendoue dittioultie■, whioh onl7 they, he bel1en4, 

oould auraount beoauae of their profound love for that 

oountry. 

He spoke to them of their Jewish 1dealilllll1 

and at the aame time warned them that i4eali8lll waa not 

enoughJ that acnetimea an exoess ot 1deal1am deatroya 

the ver, oijeot_ive of the ideal.. He called their 

attention to the need ot ealll, oool, patient judgment. 

He warned them that the whole experiment might be 

dea,royed uul••• they learned ,o aurrender UD.br14le4 

po114'1oal paas1one. hopele••• ■tu'bbom part1Hnah1p an4 

1ntraot1~111'7 to lea4erah1J • .4Dd •• I 11■,ened to hill 

·-------f+---I aa14 --~-~ · "Thank ao4, ~r. he tiral-...-. 
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el ■o~, 1900 19ara the Jewiah people are being ■poken to 

•• they had wiahed to be apoken to tor 1100 yeara,"---a• 

man to man, as one people to another people, dignitied, 

friendly. I waa enthralled by him then, and '!JJ7 

admiration has persisted, it not inoreased, sinoe that 

time. 

When, two years later, in 1922, Lorcl 

Earlington arose in the House or Lord• and served notioe 

to move that the mandate tor Palestine in its present 

tom was not acoeptable to thi■ Houae, Balfour arose 

and answered the lord point by point and item by item, 

enumerating the reasons whioh prompted the nations ot 

the world to grant the manda e oyar Paleatine ie Great 

Britain, to ea1a~l1ah the nat onal homelan4 tor the Jen 

in Palestine, and rounded out his magnitioent, well

reaaone4, oool and oolleoted statement w1th one unlqllll 

reaaoa tor Iarael•a right to Paleatine. He atated it 

in terma whioh could not be improved upon b7 Weizmann, 

or by Dr. 'l'heodore Hersl himaelt. 

'l'hua spoke thi• Christian in the Houae ot 

Lordas "My noble tr1end told us in hia apeeoh--and I 

belieTe him abaolutel7--that he ha■ no prejud1oe agaiul 

I think I may aay thal I haYe no preJudio• 
. 

in their taTaztJ bm their position and their hia,ory, 

their oonneotion with worl4 religion and with worll 

pol1t1oa, 1• abaolutely unique. There ia no pan.llel 

to4ay. '!'here 1• noth~ ~_R.roaohig~-=-~~~---..... -.---+----
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1n any other branoh ot human history. Here 7ou have a 

amall raoe, or1g1nall7 inhabiting a mall country ot 

a,out the aize ot Wales or Belgi'lllll, at no time in it• 

history wieldins anything that oan. be deaoribed •• 

material power; aomettme orusbed between great Oriental 

JllOnaroh•, its inhabitant• deported, then aoattered, then · 

driven out or the oountry altogether into eveey pari ot 

the world, and ye' maintaining a oont1nuit7 ot rel1g1oua 

and raoial tradition• to whioh we have no parallel 

el•ewhere. 

"That itselt is sutt1o1ently remarkable. 

But oonaiderhgh:>wthey have been treated during long 

oenturiea, during oenturie■ whioh, 1n aome parts ot the 

world, extend to th1■ m1nut and to thia hour whioh I 

am speaking; oonaidering how they have been subjected 

to tyranny and peraeoution; oona1der1q whether the 

whole oulture ot Europe, the whole religioua organization 

ot Europe has not tran time to time proved itaelt suilty 

ot great orimea against thie raoe, I quite understand 

tha, aome member• ct the raoe may have g1v•n• doub'tleaa 

did g1Te, oooaaion tor muoh ill will. I do no~ know how 

it oould be othorwiae, treated as they were. But 1t 

you are going to lq atre■a on that. do not torget what 

pan they haTe played in the intelleo,uai, lhe ~1•t1e, 

the ph1loaoph1o and the 101ent1t1o dnelopment of the 

world. I -.y nothina ot the eoonom1o aide ot the 1r 

• Cllr. • 1a1l attmti.cm. llaa ...... ~ ... • ----+----• 



been conoentrate4. 

"I ask your lordships ,o oonaider the 

other side of their act1v1t1ea. Nobody will deny that 

they have at least--and I am putting it more meekly 

than I oould do--rode all their weight in the pit ot 

ao1enti~1o, intellectual and artistic progre■a, and that 

they are doing it to this day. You will tind them. in 

every univerai ty, in eve-,:,y center ot learning, and at 

the very moment when they were bei.Jlg peraeauted--when 

some ot them, at all events, were be1JJ.S peraeouted b7 

the ohuroh, their philosopher• were developing thoughts 

whioh the great doctor• ot the ohuroh embodied in their 

religious aystem. A.a it waa ln the Middle Agea, a■ it • 

was in earlier tirrea, eo it 1a now, And yet ia there 

anyone here who teela oontent with the position or tllt 

1ewa? 'Ibey have been able, by thia extraordinar, 

tenacity ot their race, to ma 1nta1n their oont1nu1ty, 

and they have ·ma1ntataed it without having any :rew1ah 

home. And what has been the result? The result haa 

been that they are otten deaoribed aa parasite■ • In 

every o1Y1l1zat1on 1n whoae attau-a they hue mixed 

themselves, they are uaetul paraait.ea at times, I ven,ure 

to aay. But however that may be, don't your lordship• 

think that it Ohri•tendcm, not obl1Tiou• ot all the 

wro~• it haa done, 08.ll without injury t o'thera, 

give a ohanoe to ~1a raoe ot allowing wm,b.er it oaa 

1 _____ ---1+-_....._or~ ganise a oultur• in a home where 1, wil 
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trom oppreas1on, that it 1• no, well to aee it we oan 

do it, that we will do it? And should we not be doing 

something material to wash out an ano1ent stain upon 

our 01 v1l1Zat1on? It we absorb the je ish raoe in 

friendly and etreotive fashion in those oountriea in 

which they are the oitizena, we should then have given 

them what every other nation hu,--aome place, some 

looal. habitation where they oan develop the oulture and 

the trad1t1 on whioh are peouliarly their own. 

"I therefore frankly admit that I have 

been, inaotar aa I have had an;ything to do with ita 

pol1oy, moved by oons1derat1ona which were not touched 

UpOD by my noble friend in ~e oourae ot hia speeoh. 

I ban endeaYored, and I hope not unaucoeastully, to 

det nd '111• aahe• ot the Pal tine nandate troa the 

mo■t material eoonom1o view, but trom that point ot 

view 1, 1■ eapa'ble ot detenN. I hue endeavored to 

detend it trom the point ot Tiew ot the x1at1ng 

population, and I have shown that their pro,perit7, 

na•l7, ,he Are.ls■, 1 a al., 1nt 1ma tely 'bound up with 

the suooess ot Z1on1a. But having endeavored, 

preaW1ably • to mainta 1n the•• two propoa1 ti 0118, I 

in.deed ,give an 1n-'.equate view to your lordship• or 

•7 op1n1oa, 1t I a it down w1 t.b.oul 1ns1 •ting to the 

utJ10■t ot Ja1 ab1l1i7, that 7ond and abon all thi■, 

there • '111• great ideal ot wb1oh tho• who think w1,11 

• are aiJU. ad wh1oh I belieTe 11 1 within our 
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power to reaoh. It may tail. I do not deny that th1• 

1• an adventure. Are we neYer to hav--e adventure ? Are 

we never to try new experiments? I hope your lordship• 

will never sink to that un1■ag1nat1 ve depth, and that 

experiment and adventure will be jua'titied whenever 

there 1• ~7 oooasicn or cause tor their juati:tication. 

Surely, we may aend a message to every land where the 

J"ewiah raoe haa been scattered, a massage which will 

tell them that Christendam is not obl1Y1oua ot their 

taith; 1• not umaindtul of the aervioea they have 

rendered 'to the great religion• or the world, and that 

we dea1re to the best ot cur ability to gin thea an 

opportunity ot developing in aoe and quietne■ s 1 under 

British :rule, thoae great gi:tts hioh hitherto thq 

have been oompelled to bring to tru1t1on in countries 

whioh know not their language and belong not to their 

raoe. That ia the ideal whioh I de11re to aee aooOlll

pliahed; that 1• the aim whioh lies at the root or the 

pol107 I 8Jll ,rying to dstend, and though it be 

deteu1\tle 1nlee4 on eTery ground, th t 1a the ground 

whioh ohietl7 aow • me." 

My trienda, the 1ewa build no monwae nt■ 

to their heeoe ■• There is an old ra.bb1n1o d1otum: " • 

should not ereat monuments to the r1gh1eoua. Their own 

word■ and their oe aotiona, thy are their own memorial■." 

.lncl ao while Iara l 1e not ereot11l& monuaenta to theae 

heroea and triend1 ot Israel, it ba■ written their MINI 



indelibly into ite old, tried, yet atrong and undying 

heart. "The llfJllloey ot the righteous will alway• remain 

a blessing." 
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Dear Lord Roth ~ 
~ Foreign ffice, 

rovember 2, 1917. 

I have much plea ·ure in conveying to you on behalf of 
Hi Maje t ' Government the following d claration of 
ympathy with J wi h Zioni t a piration , which ha been 
ubmitted to and approved by the abinet : 

''His ltfajcst:/s G01:enimc11t view with fm.•our the 
establishment in Palestine of a 11atio11al home for the 
J c·wisli People, and will use I heir best c11dcavours to 
facilitate the acliicvcmc•,it of this object, it bci11g clcar/3, 
understood that 11olhi11g shall be done which mav /Jrriu
dici' 11011-/~1..•islt co111111w1itics in Palcsli11c or the ri_q/,/s 
a11d political status e11jo3•rd b3• J cu•s ,,i 0113• other 
country." 

I h uld I • grateful if you \ ould brin thi d clarati n 
t th know! d c of th Zi ni t Federati n. 

Your incer I , 

. RTH R J.\1IE B LF UR. 
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