
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series IV: Sermons, 1914-1963, undated. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         152           54           341 
 
 

The essence of love, 1929. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



.. '8~t~ 
o"Shorthand c:. 
-::, Reporter Ut 

CifVF_\).~ 

"Tlll KSSENCE 01" I.OB." - ___.____,........, -
RABB:t ABBA HILLEL SILVEH. 

mE TEMPLE, SUNDAY MORNDG, 

APRYL 21., l.9 29, CLETILAND, ~ • 



I ahould o/ to suggest ud<:' thought ..... ul~ I.ii~ 

~ th& 8Ullllll&lT ot all.? ab.al.l aa::, this morning~ iow is 

the supreme motin ot hUlP8n l.Ue, and justice 1• the 

supreme instrument ot lcmt. 

n is quite dittioult to detine or anal.yze 

a sentiment as complex as l..ove. It ~fies all.. descrip­

tion and all analysis. and yet there is no dcubt about 

its rea:L1ty or its potency- when one e2Per1ences it. M 

al1 motives 1n human lite l.ove is the most powertul. 

The author of that marvelou.s lave lyrlc, the Song or 

Songs, says:- "Lonr· is as strong aa death. rta rlashea 

are tlashe s ot r ire. rt 1 s t1:ie ve :ry t lame ot God. ft'. 

There are ma;ay types o~ :tcwe. '!'here 1a 

p!lternaL ion; there ia maternal love; there ia conjugal. 

I.ova; the re :la tra.1erna1 love; t mre is l.on ot a man :tor 

his triend; the l.ove -ot a man tor his tellowmen; the love 

ot a man tor his GOd. There are mellj" degrees of 1ove, 

trom the 1ove whioh is selfish and exclusive to the love 

wh:loh is ael:tleas and saor1tio1a1. BUt the highest. 

1.on I the uncalculating love~ the d1a1nterested l.099, 

"'the 1ove which does not depend upon a reward, w--that 

:toTe 1a the supreme 110ti.Te ill human lire. 

'l'here are IIIIDJ' other 1110tins. 'l'h8re 1a 

ambit1cm; there 1a hate; there 1a tear; there 1a pit7,-­

my, many other motives whtoh actuate •n; but the aoitn 
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wh1oh produces the nobles't gains~ wmther 1n ar't or in 

literature or in religion or fn character or in hrnflles 
~c,V: n~ 

or In •a~e, :ts the disinterested l .ove, lhich is 

the supreme achievement ot the human race. 

!row, whether or not this disinterested l.ove 

is an original. en.dowment ot the human raoe or not 1a 

reall7, ot little moment. 1119 might assume, tor exampl.e, 

that we oan trace back this I.ova of which I speak to its 

very hnmble beginnings 1n physical and material. oona1der-­

ation. That would make no ditterence at all, tor the 

beginntng ot a thing la not the thing it self. Tb!l ~ 

begins 1n the acorn. but the oak i.a 1ntin1te'.q· more than 

the- acorn. C}n1oa are frequently tempted to depreciate 

the vaiue ot a h11man institution by pointing to its 

humble origin, and yet tha:t :ta talaci.ous re(ISoning, tor 

an ilnstitutton when it 1s judged should be judged on the 

baats ot 1 ts value at the time it is being .Judged, and 

not on what 1 ts beginnings were. 

I.t is to lly, tor example , to decry- a great 

man, or to depreciate his lmpor'tiance, by pointing out that 

once: upon a t:tma that great man waa a helpless, droo1fng 

int'"ant. 1te mow, then, that there is such ~ thing aa 

apirituai,. unca1cu1ating, disinterested love 1n the wor:Ld, 

and when we see it :ln aotion we stand betore it as betore 

a ho:Ly thing, wrapped :ln e.dmirats;on. 

There 1a th1a to be aaid about I s a, ,.\rue 
·., 
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J.ova:- that 1t 1a never without its oompena,t1J.' but the 

campeusations are never- the motives ot real. 1ove. !fo 

one loves •• -- in the hope ot reoeiYiDg a reward. '!'he 

mother 111:lo loves her oh1l.d, the man who loves his friend, 

the ideal.1st who lives tor his e1a- ideal,. ia not th1nking 
f' 

:la teraa ot possi'ble reward; 1n taot, they wil1. not know 
u.... 

what you are talld.ug about it you speak to them about ._, 

reward for their love. They love because it 1s the most 

necessary and the aoat desirable and altogether the most 

spontaneous thi1g 1n the wor1d :ror themr I It. 

But while oompenaat1on is not the motiTe or 

real. love, 1 t follows :real. l.ove, and the oompensat ion. or 

real.. love :lJI spiritual. J('lr. B& whO I.oves finds supreme 

joy m the objeot whf.oh he I.tmts. Real. 1-ow is triumph­

ant j07ousnesa. The 10'99 ot her ohild, or, rather, the 

l.oTe which she finds 1n her child, makes the he~ ot a 

mother sing tor jOJ.'. This does not mean that there are-

no great sorrows and ~sh in the l.1ns of those who 

J.cne. There are. There ar~eao:!,bJ.e aorrowa; •l•i/4·cJ.. 
~ l-,IJ.A)f-7 t4 1AM. ~ ~ •:::Y" 

'f&:1Lt¥,1• •• ■penoiar4a inypA,tte Jon-fr be:tng., 

•1tlt tt& :Dall eat:e at aoJn M4- gr-11f al ,, a•d~ J6to!k 

le11d1 age ie omr p:reolou. ■ lave and our bolr aottr ot Jo7. 

BIil 91 le~ _o:t aia tr,a ~ve tll I :U 

reJoloea in. the objeol which it l.ovea. IIJGssfebt.p, 4fhe 

loYe of knowledge, the loft at beauty, the lon or GOd, 

is an inexhauatlble aoaroe ot SOT. "Y rejo1oed whaR they-



said unto me, acme, 1et us go into the house o-r the Lord.• 

And the greater the 1ove, the higher the ecstasy or jo~. 

And here, perhaps, 1.flY tr1enda, 1a the tirst re.ai test ot 

I.an. Do you tind in the objeet which you lcmt red joJ? 

Wlthout an element ot hapvineas there is no love. You 

may respect, you may a.dm1re, you may tol.erate -41 c, but 

it you do not enjoy- you do not love. Jrarriage , tor 

example, or friendship, or the pursuit ot knowledge, or 

philanthropy-, or the love or God, in fa.at, eyery· 

1nst1tut1on or emotion whioh we assume to be baaed on 

the sentiment ot love, which does not bring with it an 

overwhelming, 1adJll!M.i, sense ot Joy-, ia mt the real.. 

thing. is not real love. It 1a • plaster :I~ ot it. 

r repeat >-A again, that this does 

not preoiude the possibility, or even the probability, 

ot great grief and misery and tragedy. There are many 

edllles and cross-cm-rents ~- the tides ot lite • .._ .e.J1 
•rross 1ove tq-. la a deep ohennei which carries the 

river ot Ute steady and strong to ita appointed destiny. 

And it ia because real love brings great .toy tha'l real. 

Iove is so a11-powertu.l.. Sorrow, gri.et, oontraota, 

enfeebles and inhibits. r~ra. paralyzes our powers ot 

Tol1t1on and ot aoi1cm; jJil joy, m@nft,,i.et_1 :1fii»>liiitea, 

releases enera. Happiness 1a realir the dyn8Dl1oa ot 

:lnap1rat1on. 'l'h8 Rabbis were protoundly wise when they 

aa14, "Dlsp1ratlon does not rest upon one who 1a depreaNG.• 

. " 

' 

t 

. 

. ' 



n oomea to aae only as a rea ut. t or the !.OJ' 

which.~ w1 th doing the thing that one loves to do9 

ea4 ~ l.on which is joyous overcomes every obstacle, 

aumounts every ditticultJ', outliwa every deteat. "The 

great waters cannot quench rea1 love." lfarriage which 

is bu11-ded on real. love 11111 outl.aat nery '8:a&&LE •~ 

llisfortune,. poverty and trials and tragic ld.atakea, ad 

the grave problems ot adjustment and the ravages ot time. 

"Love," says the Scripture, "covereth all 

transgreas1ona." !lot because love ia weak and tor give a, 

but because 1-ove is strong and can brush them aside. Real. 
vl,(ct. 

love w111 not tolerate anything ~halt}>(ts triumphant 

career. There 1a an undying element ot ohivalr.r in real. 

loft. And so it 1a with a man 1i'llo lovea his telio11111en. 

Tllat man Will endure nan though the very men whoa he 

serves reward his aenioe with hate and distrust; even 

though his road •111. lead him to the hill ot crucitixion. 

:rt 1s joy in the object we l.oT8 which mkea 

our love all.-powertuI..,--all.-powertui not only in over­

coming obataclea, but al1--powertul.. 1n ael.t-di so~p1-1ne. 

There 1a no red love without a tul1 measure ot aeU­

reatra1nt and aelt-contro1.. Soaehow people have gotten 

into the habit ot thinking ot loTe as something weak and 

ette■:tuate. That is true ot that sott and □MM b ua&-­

lrresolute aentlmentali:a which sometimes goes by the n•me 

ot loTe, a sort ot abandon to unrestrained e110t1onal:1•. 

-



That is not 1ove. Left is atrong,--atrong in selt­

diac1pl1ne, strong 1n self,-con:troi, atrong in the spirit 

of self-saoritice. The wise parent, for examp1e, will 

deliberately put his oh1Id 1n the way at hard experiences 
~ 1n order to train tba t chi1d to a hardy' manhood, iiliefi an 

umriae and unrestrained aent1mentalfsa will paaper that 

child. Rea1. love never pampers; real lave never indulges; 

real lLoTe never J'felda up principle; reai l.ove never 

permits itself to be Y1otim1zed and exploited when no 
~~ ~,j., 

good can •••n& ot tbk expl.oi tat ion, e11her to the 

subject or to the object ot the love. 

And that brUlgs • to the second hail or 

IQ° atatement which. r gave you at the outael. Low 1a 

the supreme motive ot hum.an love, and justice is the 

supreme instrument or love. Great loft, my trienda, 

works through great justice. Ter.r otten a d1st1notion 

fa made between love and just ice. 'l'heol.ogians are fond 
~~~ 

of making tlMrt distinction. 'l'b9 apol.ogists or one 

religion or another are given to drawing this,_ 'lie .,-

atatt,, rather artU1o1a:t. distinction. It is said, tor 

-'X8DlPle, that the re11g1on ot :rarael is a religion based 

on rigid justice, and that CbriatiaDitT came into the 

world to lntroduoe the new pr1no1ple of loTe. 11M lw1c~ 

la an unreal. distinction, beoauae there can be no red. 

l.oTe without j"uat1oe, and there can be no real. jUat1ce 

without lOTe. 



~ 
Lan whiah arkp ~ through the ohannela 

at justice, --and here I speak not ot legal justice or 

jural. justice, but ot the idea1 justice ~# ,~--:Love 

which does not seek to ell:press itselt throug)t ..&r :t 
/.)--'" 

justice very trequently eaa-·becama a serious drawback 

f~ a- c:....~ 
1n bu.man l-1te, tor l.ove as we oomonly conceive 'Mlat is, 

G-1--
tn the tira, ~laoe., very otten clannish and partial. 

/' 
JUst1ce concerns 1tselt with principles; l.ove concerns 

1taelt l .argely w1 th persona and thingap -and therefore 

1-ov-e is in danger ot being very partiai and clannish. 
I' 

Love, too, is in danger ot being unrerlective 
~Lilt-'4,-

and ~s. You see a poor nan;. you aympath1• with 

h!nl~ you· pity him, and you giYe h1il ~~ Well, that 

g1T1Dg may pauperize that individual., and nay do him more 
LA/' £ :_ L~ ~ 

harm ~han good. That type or love 1a f•~ and • 

unret:Leot:tve, and theretore socially barmtuL Love will 

fiequentl.y' condone and be lenient, wmre it shoul.d oorreo'I. 

I am ready to subscribe to st. Paul..'a great d1otua that. 

loTe 1a the greatest thing in the world,.but on:L7 when it 

111 supplemented by the idea that ~ 1a the greatea\ 

thing 1n the worl.d when it works through the instrument 

.D~~ ot justice. r oannot subscribe to that other phrase WM 

attributed to the llaater ot Obriat1an1.tr, "Loft thine 

en.e.,.." Dl the tirst plaoe, that is P•J'Chol.ogioall.T 

flllposslble. 1119 oannot love our enemie•i and it 1a not. . 
wise that we should loTe our enemies. ft ought to be Just 

. ' 

_,_ 



to our enemiea; n ou.ght not to hate our enemies, but we 
~~ 

ought to seek ao to correct them, so to l'elllO't'e tae power 

ot doing ev11 f@ §I N, and ~to persuade them, it 
~ h 

poss ible , that they 1fMd. cease to be our ene1117. 

"'l'hou ahalt rebuke a man and not bear grudge against bi■."' 

~eat l.ove, I repeat, worka through sr•t justice. 

'!'he man who lows manlcind, tor example, 

realJ.r will not be content with mere charity-. '!'hat man 
~ 

will set out to establish 1'tlat tull measure or just ice 

1n society which will: peaills_ps make his oharit7 unnecessary. 
I 

'!'hat ia why J'udaiam 18 a religion which is bu1Lt not 

upon charity but upon justice. n is not enough to teed 
.P". j A ln-

r ~ -'71-/ 
the - · __ , it is not enoup to cl.othe the naked; it ia 

not enougt to pity the unfort unate. Great love demnda 

of ua that we ~ ~liite our energies to the re­

construction ot society- which will. prevent hunger and ~a want and misery in the world; which will restore erery la• 

ot GOd to hia diTine patrimo117; lh.ich will enable every 

man to lln under hia rtn.e and under his rig tree and none 

~ make h:lm atraid; which will make it unnecessary 
(7'll\.)J, 

for God's children to c cne Jcnoolcing at~ door a tar alms. 

That is the greaten love because it works through the 

greatest justice. J ~ 
~,~ 

I dau'• orave the pr1Tilege ot doling out 

alma to the poor in order to teed qr ~!4 waL11wa, ot , 

pbtlanthropr, •· l g. --~-

-a-
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tbrouga juatioe 70 w11~ tind il.lustrated iin errery htunen 

relationship. r pobt ot J" tice last week, and I defined 

important t ought to b ar 1n mind. Loft develops re-

spanstble treedom in the object loved. Thus a man and 

a. woman who are deepl.y in love, Wite and husband who are 

protoundly in l.ove, will not aeelt to erslaoa one aether 
~ (t... J.ft-w • 

.cp--to subject one~~~~ or to 4rain one's peraonal.ity a~ 
:lJt order to teed anoi~~ ~ will make possible the 

fullest development ot conrra~eahip Srreedoll. 
,..... 7.1 

,&S ~Jtd mo is a rea1 tr1end will. not try 

to make ot hia friend a retlex ot hL"TlSel.t, an echo or 
himaelt, but will tey to develo&~mselt and his triend ,.. 
into the tulle at treedom:, eaoh one :living his own lite, 

devel.op1ng his own oapaottiea, and yet together growing 

and evo:tTing. 4e.t brings me to the second test or 

real 1ove. The tirat teat 1a j.07; the second test is 

growth. i lo,ice waioh does not "Sti•alata SN■ta., A 

l.oYe which does not stimulate growth, an untoldment in the 

peopJ.e ~ loveb is no love at all. Young people who are 
( 

1n. love with one another ~afiiJ"Adly 'will. tind in tul; ~ 

1-ove a at1mulation to the beat that is 1n them. :rt •11-1 

e'f'Olce the noblest and the strongest and the t1Deat in 

both ot theat -aB4 •• ~en husband and wite deeply loYe, 

they will go througla lire growing and dnelopmg, reffnlng, 



,• 
~ 

<Ill ~ ag, upreaching all the time. 

one of the great tragedies or married lite 

is juet_th1a: that tbe r1rst impulse ot le-Te grows weak, , a married tolb settle dOlfn to a pedestrian k:fnd ot 

existence,~ ~ey stop growing, and very of'ten .- ts 

the one who stops grolfing drags the other one down. When 

that happens the strength of Samaon 1s shorn and he is 

handed over to the Phillatinea. Great hnmen teilowsh1p 

is a great inspiration to growth. "Yron sharpeneth iron:." 

And so does a man'a triend; and that 1s true or everJ' 

human reiat1onsh1p. 

The husband who looks upon his wife as an 

annex to his own personality, •• a convenient toil to 

his lite, ia not a true lover; he is on1.y a husband. 

True iove asks tor an even greater measure ot responsible 

freedom in the object which is loved than in itaelt. That 

1s why so many parents are without love of their children 

when they love them too much. 'rbat ia why so many parents 

are cruel to their children when they are overl.7 proteot1-n; 

the7 ltaep their children from deveioping into responsible 

treed.ma, either by overly protectillg thea, b7 overl.T 

shielding them, or by attempting to dictate too long and 

too otten to them, out at 1-ove1 ~ · 

'!'he Rabbis aay, "'004 loved Israel. sr ■atly. 
t,,,J 

Therefore He gave ra:rael TorahkmiD'oth,-lus and commencl-

menta.,. GOd manifest~ low ttlr His people b7 

-1.0-
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• 

perm.1tt1ng them to develop treely cl)rsnldl Jaw, through 

obllgationa.~ respons1bll1t~ ~is ~IF f--(, lf v-:-1 

essence ot love. Love, 1rhetller it ee ia the home or 

1D society, ia 1=he nobleais JaGtin in baamaa l.1~. It ii 

tha.. noh1eet aall1evemat et the human rao•i M ia the 

drirtng impulse ot all the noble adventures ot the 

human sp1r1 t; it lends all the col.or anO the •enn,ee and 

~charll to human lite; it robs sorrow axad mteeey ot .J::;-­

~stillg; it heals 110unds; it sottens the ~eaa 
µ 

ot things; it makes ...-J;-l1te a beaut1tul,. joyaua, eager 

pilgrimage, but only when it expresses itself' , -=.:;ebeii rt 

~n1teeia itaelr through supreme justice, --Justice to 

ourselves and to those whom ft love. 

True love does not indulge,, does not cater, 

does not expio1t, does not make unreasonable demands• 

<\aea not ••• te hold~ ft"Ue l.OTe yields, but not on 

matters ot pr1no1ple. 'true love 1a strong and forceful., 

ottentlmea emcting, a~:tat11414 - c c11■Gn91 p ez•el, but 

always it seeks the well-being ot the object loved& •• 

•ad thou aha1t io'Ve the Lcrd thy God with 

all thr heart, with all thy soul, end with all th:, llind."' 

fr~ is true ot all. lon, •ao:re4 or protane, tor there -
1a ao protane lon. ill. true love 1a saare4, because it 1• 

ot GOd, because God 1a 10ft. 

-ll-
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ABS'l!IW7! Qi' THE ADilRJCSS 

1 Ylllil 1s wv• b7 

RABBI ABBA HILLKL SILVJll 

a, 
THE T LE, SUlfDAT, Al'.RIL 2l■t,1929• 

Grea, lne la nner without 1,a oompaM,lona. But the oompenaa\icm la 

not the mot iTe of great loTe. Thoae who lo•• greatl7 will dmpl.J' not know 

what you are talld.ng about when you tpeak to them of reward.I. They love 

becauae tor them it i• the moat nece■aaJ7, the moat apontaneoua and altogethtr 

the moat dealrable thing to do. Campenaat1ona follow. 

The fir1t compenaation la Joy. True love la triumphantly Jo7ou.a. 

1'hia ia true eTen after making t\111 allo•anc• for the ineacapable aorrowa 

which come into the live• of all lovera. In :taot it ia the encla'YUC deatt.n_r 

of men with lta t\111 quota ot pain and fru.atratl<m ~an.d trag•ey which glTe1 thl 

edge to their variou lovea and to tbe holy hour• ot lu!IPplneaa. The love 

of a friend, the love of knowledge, the love of o aut7, or the love of God 

1• an lnexh•natible aource of Jo7. 

Jo1 la one of the two real te~t• of love. Do you find Jo7 in the 

peraon or thing or ca.uae whloh you th1Dlt you love? If tba element of Jo7 

1■ not there, it la not love. It mq be reapeot or admiration or toleration. 

It la thia element of Jo7 wbloh make• love ao powerful a motive in life. 

Sorrow and grief contract, enfeeble and inhibit ua. The7 paral7se our powera 

ot volition and action. Joy emanc1p tea, - happineae releue• energ1••• 

Therefore love which la Joyoue in it ■ aenae of pride and wcrth and dlgnit7 

11 all conquering. l arriage which ia built upon joyoua love will w1 thatand 

eTery aaaault of mi1fortune - poverty, triala and tragic miatakea and the 

aeTere problana of adJuatmant and the ray ea of time. "Love covere\h all 

tranagre11ion1." ot becauae it 1• weak and forglv••• but becauae it la 

atrong Dd can bru.ah them a.aide. It will not pel'lllit 1taelf to N halted in 



ita triumphant courae. Love 1• not onl.7 strong in overcoming obatacle1. 

It 1a atrong in aelf-d1ac1pline. e are cuatcxned to think of lo•e aa 

aamething Mk and effeminate. Thia 1a t?'\18 of that muldah, 1rreaolute 

aentimentaliam which frequentl.7 goea by the name of lO'fe - •elf-abandonment 

to uncontrolled emotionallam. Tr\l lo'V8 1 atro and diaciplin d. It 

seek.a the wellbeing oft obJect loved a.nd not •elf-indulgence. True 

love doea not pamper or indulge or permit itaelf to be Tict1m11 d and 

exploited, when no poa 1 ble moral advantage 1 to be gained. 

Gre t love or only b7 weq ot grea\ justice. Juatice 11 the 

instrument of love. The diatlnctlon which ia frequently drawn between 

justice and love le unreal. LoTe hich ea not ork through jutice, 

not 1 al or Jural, but ide 1 Jus lee, 1 freq tly haz'mtul. It la 

1mpetuoua, unreflective 

freedom. True love dev lop 

loltiv. J tic makea for reaponaible 

~onai 1 

~ lmaband and te o love eac othe 

t obJ ct of ita love. 

eplJ will not ae to 

subJec, one another or to drain one pcaonallty to feed another; the7 will 

help each other to grow in the oomradahip of reaponaible tr .. dom. Thu.a 

owth 11 another teat of real love. 

Uthe love of young people, or married people, or of friend.a, doea 

not develop the, doea not evolce the beet and nobleat ln than, it 1• not 

love. "Iron abarpeneth iron. So a man hia friend." The man who would 

• make hi• tri•d a retl• of himaelf la no friend. The huaband who would 

maka of hia wife an annex ot himaelf, a co venient foil tor hla peraonallt7, 

1• no lover. Be i• Juat a lmabancl. 

One of the ..,. .... --t tragedlea of married llf e 11 that ao JDaDT men an4 

om n atop growing after marrlap. equentl7 one drap the otha down 

aptrituall.7 and intelleolualq. 

Parent• are frequntl7 wilbout love for their ohlldra b7 lonnc , .. 
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too much. The1J are cruel to th bJ being overJ.T kind. 1'hAQ' make 11 

impoaaible for their ablldJten to grrM into moral freedom b7 ah1el41ng 

them too much or bJ dominating ,hem too muc 

to ezpr •• their loYe through Justice. 

They hsve not learucl 

The man who lo••• mankindwlll not be aa,iatled w1,h mere o 1,7. 

He will aeek to •'abllah Justice, which will make hla charity unneceaaar,. 

Thia la the gre test love of 11. 




