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""TBB SAGA OF THE EXODU'S."' ---------
RABB:I ABBA HILLEL SILVER. 

TIE T'EMPLll, StlIDAY MORN'IBG, 

APRIL 28, 1929 , CLEVELAND, £!. 



'rhree distinct things are wonn into the 

fmmortal. saga or the Passover: an eTenl--the 911lanc1pe.t1on 

ot the people; the hero--the coioaaal. figure ot Koaea; 

and an oooasion--spring and the resurrection ot nature. 

:laoh one ot these three thing■ ooal.d -.Jee a magnit1oen"t 

story and a magnificent teatival. '!'be three combined 

make or PasaOTer a unique and 11lperish1ble boliclq. 'rbe 

breath ot spring ia 1n the :testlTal ot Passover, and it is 

therefore a j070ua teatival. The gelliu ot the synagogue 

deoreecl that on tMa test1Tal. the moat perfect :tove 1yr1o 

or all l.iterature, the Song ot Songs, be recited ill the 

synagogue, and it is at renaacence-llature, or the 

rnival ot all things unto :Lite, that this SODg ot Songs 

sings. 

"Rise up, my loYe, s:r ta1r one, and come 

my-, tor 1o, the winter ia past, the ralll 1a over and 

gone, the tl.awera appear on the earth, the time ot singing 

1• come, and the TOiceo:r the turtle 1• hlard ln our land. 

The tig tree putteth torth her green tiga, and the Tinea 

with their blossoms give tor th their tragranoe. .&.riae,myl.°'9, 

sr tair one, and came away." '!'hat 1• the apirit ot the 

Song ot Songs, and that spirit breathes with tm test1val. 

ot Paaaowr. 

i'bl peopl.e celebrate the camJ.ng ot spring, 

tor sprtng 1• the aJ)llbol ot the tr1maph ot lift cmtr 



death. Sl)ring ia tmmortall.ty written large OYer the tace 

ot the UJliTerae. Eyery tresh bud and n-ery treah b1ade 

ot grass and &Tery atrenge stirring in tree and flower 

proolaill there is no death.. .And ao eager were the peoples 

or ancient daya tor the coming ot spring that they per­

tormad lD8Jl7 strange and beautiful ceremonies :lD order to 

1naure by their ■eoret sympathies the coming ot aprlng. 

l(agic, which 1a mankind's tira't experimnt 

ill the mastering at nature, was performed by the peoples 

ot ancient days in arder to drlve away th8 glom ot winter 

and SII.00thl.y to pap the way tor the return ot spring, 

and some ot the moat beautiful myths ot ancient peoples 

are buil.t around the idea ot spri~ and ot man's hunger 

tar a dependence on. and jQT 1n spring. 

city dwell.era, with stone and stee1 

n,lls all. about us, and with hard pavements under our tee't, 

are no 1onger as sensitive to the change ot the aeasona 

as our ancestors wen, or aa people still living oloae 

to mother earth are. one ot the great adYantagea or 

urban ci.rtiized livtng 1a that the rigors ot the eea.aons 

are ve17 much attenuated. D1 oar oit1ea we are more 

sheltered, teel ouraelfts more aeoure, but at the same 

t1ma we 1oae that ••n■1t1 Yenesa to the changing mood.a, 

to the subtler aooda ot an ·ner changing nature, whioh 

is one ot the suprem gitta ot lite. 

Ill who clwell 1n our maohiDe-•de oitie ■, 

1JI the lllidat ot the ruh and turmoil and the har4 -~ ==.;;.._;::;:.;=-.;;;;...... ____ t-__ _ 
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aurt'aoea and the many- art1t1o 1all 1.1ea, are ccaing to 

Jlliaa the touch, the tee1 ot the soil in our 11-nta, and 

perhaps one ot the great tasks ot c1Til1zat1on tomorrow 

will be just this: bow to bring the green fields at Goel 

ol.oaer to the tired hearts ot men who live in these 

great, bo1ateroua, no1ay, ~lamorous o1t1ea. 

Yell, .. Passover speaks ot SUJl and rain and 

sJcT and earth. Passover brings that spirit into our 

livea, and w1th_1t comes renewed hope an4 healing. rt 

remincls us 'that outside~ beyond our offices and our 

shops and our bard streets and our rails and our wires; 

beyond our jobs and our deska and our furious concern, 

and our busy, wel1-ordered, and yet aomehow rather 

monotonous llvea,--be7ond all that there are the endl.esa 
and 

plains or Goe.I, the eternal JDDuntains./the riven noa 

and the aap climbs in the trees, and all things grow. 

Out there there is a teeming, throbbing, creative lite ot 

~illite variety, and 1Dtin1te patience, and infinite 

:tertil.ity; and somehow ,his thought which spring whispers 

to ua brings with it jOJ' and hope and a nat humility. 

'!'he •oond theme la an hlatorio event. 

A people which had been ena1aved tor tour centuries 

knocked otf the abaakles or 1 ts enslawment and set 

1 t selt tree. '!'he J"ew1 sh reY01ut 1 on ill Igypt 1a the ti rst. 

reoordad revolution ot a people, the tirs'l rebell1on ot 

men against t~anny- and oppre-sa1on, and to thia day the 

ep1o ot the uodua baa rena imd the 8JIUC)l. and the bolT 
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err ot all.. people• atruggtin;g tor :rreedom. 

Tb9 PUritana 1n ~land, when theT sought 

to break the yoke ot an oppress1Te roya.1 tyranny, called 

themselves the children or Israe1, and 1ooked upon the 

tyrant aa the Pharaoh ot their day, and regarded their 

revoiuti on as a new exodus trolll a new .-Sn>t ; and our own 

Revo1ut1onary- war :round inspiration in the story o-r 

rarael.'s exodus trom Ja,pt, and the first seal proposed 

for the N&1r Anerloa, ths new1:, established tree tllited 

S"tatea, bore en its obverse side the picture of Moses 

leading the children ot rsrae1 out at J:Bn,t. 

Thia historic eTent, which is the second 

theme of our Passover holiday:, s~aks of treedoa. fteedom 

1s one or the moat desirable things in }'tnmen life. PerhllP• 

it is the higheat goa1 ot human aspiration; and yet it. ia 

one ot the moat ditticul t things to aohien, and even more 

diffloui, to use risely lb.en achieved. n.-eedom is not an 

endowment ot the human raoe; it is an aoh1evemen,. Man 
. 

is not born tree except in the very limited sense or 

soma of them being born into a tree government. :Jrreedom. 

1s the result ot knowledge and experience and training. 

A. man is born without experience and without training, and 

lacking these thinga man's treedoa 1s nothing more but a 

blind groping alcms unknollll wqs to satiety the e:tementar7 

desires, appetites and pasaiona ot physical. DIIID. 

P.Ned0111 ls an achievement tor the 1Dd1ri4ual • 

• l1te-lcmg task and enterprise; and 1t 1a alao true or 



:rreedam. tor ooll.eotive indtTiduala, tor a nation. rt is 

one thing to be tormuly tree through a revolution; it 1a 

quite another thing to beoane actually tree through a long 

process ot education. It ia easier to knock ott the 

ahaoklea ot the body than to tree oneaelt traa the 

ahaalclea ot the mind and the soul. There are vast 

pay-ohologieu oont!nents separating the tree man trcn 

the tree man, or the -rree nation trom the trulL:y tree natiODt 

llany a state in the Balktna has been reoently treed; that 

1s, these states have 110n poll ti oal independence, and yet 

it will take them. I venture to say, centuries before 

they will acquire the art ot tree l.1Y1ng, the qualities 

ot tolerance and cooperation which are or the nature ot 

treed0111. n will. take thf.lll centuries before they will. 

learn how to use their new round treedoa worthil.Ly and 

wisely; how to guard themaelves against the destructive 

1nriuenoes ot treedoa unwisely" expl.oi ted. 

How the story ot the exodus ot our tore­

tathers troa Jrgypt, as narrated in the Bible, gives ua 

a profound understanding and altogether true account ot 

how dittioul'I a thing it 1a tor a people to 111.n :freedom, 

and how much more dittioult it is tor that people to use 

that :rreedOlll wisely". 1'he whole technique ot reTolution 

ia presented to us In that aimpla, marval.ous and atra1gh\­

torwar4, 79t keen and shrewd aooount 1n the Book ot 

:IXOdua. 

Dt the t1rai plaoe, •• are tol4 th&'t th 



J"ewish slaves who had been oppressed by their task master• 

ill E'&"1Pt tor ~er 4'00 years had to be edmated to win 

treed0111. Slaves are not only- aubm1sa1ve but trighttully 

conservative and timid and suapioioua. They had to be 

taught to desire their own :treedoa. When Moses f irat 

oame to them w1 th his me saae, ot redemption, the Bl ble 

saya, wThey did not listen to Koaea," because of their 

oonstrioted spirits and because of the harshness ot 

their labors. Their spirits had became slaves' spirits. 

And so Moaea bad to plead and ooax and prOlld.ae in orcler 

to awaken an interest in treedoa among theae slaves. 

And then the story tell.a us that these slaves lacked 

oon:tidence, not only in themselwa but in their leaders. 

They did not trust leadership; and that 1a true of all 

slaves. Leadership 1a the resul.t ot organized experience. 

Slaves are unorganized, and therefore they do not recognize 

leadership and do not trust it. 

When )loses f'irst appeared on the scene and 

began to &Tinoe his interest 1n these alavea, the tirat 

er, which reached h1s ears••, "Who ma.de you a leader 

over ua?• When lrfoaea' tirst ettorl to persuade Pharaoh 

not to oppreaa the people so harshly-, tailed, these slave• 

lnmediately turned upon Koaea. "Kay God :took upon you 

and judge you, because ye have spoiled our tawr ln the 

sight ot Pharao?l. You have done us a srea.t deal ot ham 

w1 th Pharaoh 'by ~lng ~o hill and pleading tor WI." 



When they came tinall;r to the Red Sea. the sea before 

them~ the pursuing }Qsyptians behind thea, in danger ot 

being onrtaken, at onoe they t11rned Tioiousq· upon their 

leader Jroaes. "'And the ohildren or Israei began to ol.amor 

and oompl.ain.. Are there no graves in Egypt, that thou 

hast taken ua to perish 1n the wilderness? What is this 

that ;yOU'. have done unto ua, to bring us out at E'gypt? 

waan•t this the very thing which we said unto ;you in 

Xgypt? r.at us alone. Let us serve the Jrgypt iana; tor 

it 1a much better for us to serve the _..,...,. iana than to 

cl:te in the wilderness."' 

That is how sla'99s speak. !Pree men sa,-, 

"'Gift me :ti.berty or giTe me death._" Sl.aws se.y, "1re 

woul.d rather remain al.Aves than perish in a great adYe!l't­

ure to set ourae1-ns tree."" 

When later on fn the desert there was m 

water- to dr:lak, "the people oomp:tained against Moses."' And 

when later OD sttll ther-e wu DO tood to ea'I, " and the 

whole congregation began to compl.ain."' And the;r oo.mplatne 

so llUOh and so t'requentl.y- that the sorel7 harassed Kosea 

appealed to the LOrd and said, -In a little while longer 

these peopie w1 ll atone me."' 

'rbere is the psyahoioa or slaves presented; 

and Moa es ral.iz.-1 tha •• Jloaes realized that haT1Dg 

redeemed the people tro.a the ph7aioal al.anr., 1n Bgypt 

was but the tirat ■tep 1n their emanclpe.tioa; that he 

_,,_ 



auat now set about to redeem thea trom their pqohological 

slaYery; he must traia them; he must discipline them in 

the art or treed0111; and ao he leads them to the tooi or 

Mt. S1na1 and gives them a law, so that through the law 

and within the law they may beeom tree men. 

BUt tour hundred years or slavery cannot, 

be erad1oated ln a. day, or a month, or a year-. Thai 

accursed heritage remains with the people. Slaves will 

not only turn against themaelw•~ their 01111 interest. 

their own ideals, their om leaders, but they will turn 

agatnat their own God. And the moment Moses leaves thua 

they turnammake unto themselTea a go1den oalt', liioh was 

the syabo1, tor th•, ot Ba'P' • o:t K'gypt, a idol& try, and 

ot 11gyptre slavery. .And Moses then realized tha\ thi• 

people• tainted w1 th the curse or alanry, oan neve_r 

beoolll.e a tree people and oan nenr be pemitted to ente:r 

a tree land; and so the decree 1a issued:- "Ill this de sen 

shall ye perish~, - a whole genere._tion ot thea, and tor 

forty yeara Koees leads them. aorosa the burning sands or 

that endless wilderness, trom one oaaia to another, and 

tl'om one hostile tribe to another, tor tort:, long and 

dreadful yeara, untii that "generation ot the 111ldernea•"" 

wh.o knew Pharfloh. and knew slavery and knew the tleahpota 

ot Egypt and lmew the sound ot oha1na, per:lahe4. '!'he 2r 

children were born 1n :rreedca, who d1d not lcnow the lash 

ot the tulalaater and the oringing pqcholoe7 ot the 
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■laTe. Their oh11dren, now grown to manhood, were ready 

to enter the promised land. 

'!'hat is the second theme ot the Passover,­

the theme Cit freedom and emancipation; wlat it means to 

be tree, what the obl.1gat10ll8 ot freedom. are, and how 

desperatel.T one muat struggle throughout his days 'to 

achie'ft real. treedOIL And the third the1118 of the 

Passover is a personal!~, one at the moat dramatic. 

one ot the mos\ heroic, surel..y, one ot the moat oolosaai 

figures ot all. tima--Koa••• And the spirit ot JCoaea an4 

the epic ot )(oaea hovered over this festival ot Passover. 

~ews are not given to celebrate the birth days ot great 

men, or the anniTeraariea of their dead. The work ot a 

man is his monumen•; and yet we cannot th1Dk or Passover 

without Moaea; and what a strange and beautUUl and moYing 

story that ia, the~to17 or Jloaea. A child cast upon the 

waTes or the 1f1le, a prlnoe who l.eaTea the palace to 

return to the elave quarters ot his brethern to he1p th•; 

an avenger who slays the E'gyptian wb>m he tinda beating a 

weak and labor-exhausted brother ot hia; an exile who 

becomes a shepherd'.; a dreamer who •••• God ill a burning 

bush, and heara the mandate to return to E'tCJP' and i.oe 

death and ■uttering in ol'der to bring torth hi■ people 

tram alaTery; a leader who arouNa h1a people tra11 al.aft J!I' 

to Win ~--dca; a apolteanum, a triwne of hia peop1e before 

PharaoJl and hi■ ooun; an -.no:lpator l•ding out the hoat 
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tram darkness to light;, from alaTery to treed011, troa 

so:rro1r to rejoicing; a law-ginr at Kt. Si~; a •rrior 

through tort7 years in the wilderness, fighting to saTe 

his people, a sorei,.- tried and haraaaed man, ao otten 

a.bused. so otten misunderstood. crushed bJ his burdens 

and yet always the patien,, lOTing tather and shepherd. o~ 

his people; a lonel.y man on the top ot Kt. llebo, straining 

his ol.d, tired eyes to oatch sight or the promised land 

into which he will never enter. What a marnl.ous1y moTing 

story that· la, the story ot Moaea, a gian, radiant 

personal.1t7, whose retulgent re.ya 11.lumine the world 

to this day-. 

That 1a the third thea ot Passover-. 

One la spring, a nature resurreote; the other is treedOllt 

and a people redeeme4; the third ia Moses, 'the t1rst 

NYOlut1on1at ot humanity; the great law-giver ot 

manttn.4; the build r ot an eternal peopl.e; the loTiDg 

ab.epherd ot Israel.. 

--o--
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