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The boolc "DOdsworth"' which I am going to 

disouss this morning, and use as a t6rt f'or my discourse, 

is one of a group ot books by Sinclair Lewis, in each 

one ot which the central theme is the effort of a man 

to find himself and to reach out after a fuller life, 

an effort sometimes orowned with success and sometimes 

frustrated. Tbis is true or "Main Stree't" and ot "Arrow­

smith" and of"Babbitt."' rt is also true of "Dodsworth." 

The hero of this book~ Samuel Dodsworth, 

is a man of fifty, prosperous, highly respected in his 

community. He had ~en educated at Yale, had had early 

visions of outting loose and seeing the world; but like 

so many people, he got married and settled down. He 

became engrossed in the fast developing automobile 

industry, and by his unusual. ability, perseverance and 
• 

energy, he amassed a fortune. 

Dodsworth is not at all a Babbitt type or a 

man. He is not coarse and oommonp:lace; he does not how1. 

with the mob; he has some taste in literature, in music; 

he has imagination, especially in his business; but some­

how lite had drained him of al.I the romance and the 

poetry. He was so complacent; he was so sure and satis-

fied w1 th himself, and w1 th his w1 re and family, and 

w1 th his position in sooie ty, and he was so sure that 

his 110rld was the best possible 110rld in whioh to live, 

he had never taken an audit ot his lite, never real.17. __ --+-----• 
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examined his lite; he was content, or, rather, he was 

too busy to be discontented. He never would be, as the 

author puts it, a man who would love passionately, lose 

tragically, or sit in contented idealism upon 7 

His Wife, eight years his junior, loved, 

just as Dodsworth hims elf, al 1 the bourgeois things, the 

comforts, security and position. She also had a hankering 

after elusive wor'.lcls and after distant horizons and 

adventure, which twenty years or married lit'e and two 

children somehow did not satisfy. She was less educated 

than Dodsworth, and of a lower mental capacity; but she 

had a brighter external culturai polish. She had been 

abroad; she spoke a little French and German; she talked 

about art with a capital A, and she ne.naged quite 

thoroughly- to browbeat her husband into believing that-

he was just an ignorant businessman. She somehow succeede~ 

in deflating hilll, enfeebling him. She was a snob by 

temperament, and in the leas apparent relationships ot 

li~ she was hard and selfish, a spoiled, w11.tu.ll child. 

She was beautitul, and Dodsworth loved her. 

At the age or titty Dodsworth's business is 

absorbed by a huge motor combine, and he finds himself tor 

the first time in his life footloose. He had accumulated 

a vast competence, and he is really no longer needed in 

business. His wi te ft-an suggests that they go alaroe.d tor 

a _ 1ong vaoati on. She thinks that Dodsworth needs a rest. 



She herself is· hankering after sane vaguely defined new 

lite. She had reached the dangerous age of forty, and 

she was reaching out for her world or unfulti lled desires. 

Thus she says to her husband : 

~I'm absolutely not going to let my life 

be over at f'orty--well, at forty-one, but no one ever t akes 

me for more than thirty-five or even thirty-three. And 

life would be over tor me if' I simply went on forever with 

the idiotic little aotivities in this half-baked townJ 

r won't, that's alll You oan stay here if you insist, 
things 

but r'.m. going to take the lovely/that--I have a right to 

them because I understand thEllll What do I oare w:tether 

some olub ot human, or half'-hnmen, tabby-oats 1n eye glasses 

study dietetics or Lithuanian art next year? What do I 

care whether a pretentious bunch or young millionaire 

manufacturers have an imitation English polo team? - when 

r could have the real thing in England! And yet if we 

st~7 here, we'l-1. settle down to doing the same things 

over and over. W-e've drained everything that Zenith (that 'S 

the town) can give us--yes, and aJmst everything that New 

York and Long Island can give us. And in this beastly 

oountry----In Europe, a wanan at forty 1s just getting 

to the age where important men take a serious interest 

in her. But here, she's a grandmother. The flappers 

think r•m as venerable as the bishop's wite. And they 

make me old, w1t h their confounded respeoti'ulnesa--and 



their charming rejoicing when r go home from a dance 

early--I woo can dance better, yes, and longer, than 

any- of them:." 

There are many people, both men and women, 

who have felt just like Fran,Dodswarth's wife, reit. They 

want a new lite; they have drained everything out of the 

old life, and they believe, foolishly enough, that they 

can win a new life by going to a new country; that they 

can change themselves by changing their locale. And so 

they pursue this elusive thing, this will-'o-the-wisp, 

all over the world, but they always come back to their 

own selves. That is one thing you can't escape, and 

that is yourselr.. You cannot make passionate lives by 

s1:nply running away to a count-ry which has a more 

complex and more gracetal.. c1 v11-1zati on. That 1s the 

thesis of the author. 

Spiritual. transformation has to come from: 

within. one must make his own spiritual readjustment 

within his own self, a new orientfl.t ion. Place and time 

have nothing to do w 1th it. You oan find a world of 

adventure right around the corner ot your house, and you 

may miss it in the Brazilian jungles or in the South Sea 

Islands. One may travel great distances and Mver get 

outside of the walls of his house, and one may remain 

home-looked and narrow and provincial. in the clamorous 

cities of the Orient and in the wastes ot the H1ma1ayas. 



Physical beings have little to do with spiritual renewa1. 

Both Dodsworth and Fran sought, after they 

bad lived ha1t or their lives, for something new in life, 

for a new zest and a new relish, and did not know how to 

find it. And so they sailed for England. Dodsworth 

determined to enjoy himself, even if' 1t killed him, and 

Fran determined to enjoy herself no matter who was killed. 

And onboard ship Fran begins mr first hesitant adventure 

into the new lite. She begins her first flirtation with 

an English major. This major becomes their mentor in 

England, for veey much like so many other American couples, 

when they get to the Old World, away f'rom home, they 

cannot entertain themselves in society. They must have 

other people about them; and this English major becomes 

their guide. He introduces them to some English society, 

but somehow their adventure into English society is not 

a great success; they somehow do not f'it in, in spite of 

the tact that Fran makes every ef'fort to look as un­

American as she possibly can, and to run down America 

at every occasion. 

By the way, there is a ehoice bit of comment 

on this attitude of the American abroad, to run down his 

own country. The English major is made to say: "T know 

only two classes of people who hate their own raoe--or 

tribe or nation or whatever you care to call it--who 

travel principally to get away from their own people, who 
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never speak ot them exoep t with loathing, who are 

pleased not to be taken as belonging to them. That is, 

the Amerioans and th! Jews!" 

rn England Dodsworth disoovers tor the first 

time in his lite that sanething he had not yet faced. He 

meets there Englishmen of his own class, business men, 

professional men,who somehow are intellectually more 

alert, more wide awake and in touch with world ideas 

and world movements; have knowle-dge which is accurate and 

dependable, and discuss a world problem not related to 

their immediate business intelligently; and he is at sea 

when discussion leads to any other thing that is known. 

Somehow he :reels that he had not thought much 1n the last 

five or ten or fifteen years ot his life or anything 

besides selling oars and golf. 

He becomes dimly aware of the inadequacy 

ot his life. There is an interesting interlude in 

London which serves, at the hands or the author, his 

opportunity to contrast the oiv111zation or England 

and the civilization of the United States. A friend or 

odsworth' s arranges a dinner, at which plenty of Americans 

who had been at London for a longer or shorter period or 

time, are the guests, and the conversation naturally 

drifts to a comparison between England and the United 

States. ill the people the re are niESj,cans and loyal, and 

yet somehow none of them wishes to return to America and 
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make his perm.anent home there. Dodsworth inquires the 

reason for it, and he is told, among other things: 

"Well, I'll tell you," says one of them, a 

rather blustering, coarse fellow, but evidently one that 

is sincere, 1tthe way I look at it personally. Strikes 

me that one-half or maybe two-thirds of the American people 

are the best fellows on earth--the friendliest and the 

most interested in everything and the jolliest. And r 

guess the remaining third are just about the worit crabs, 

the worst Aieddle some Hattie s, the most ignorant and 

pretentious fools, that God ever made. Male and temalel 

I'd be tickled to death to live in America,~ he says, "if 

we got rid of Prohibition, so a man could get a glass ot 

beer instead or being compelled to drink gin and hootch. 

It we got rid or taking seriously a lot of self-advertising, 

halt-educated preaohe rs and editors and poli tioians, so 

that folks would develop a little real thinking instead 

or being pushed along by a lot or mental and moral police­

men. rt our streets weren't so awfully noisy. It there 

were a lot more cates and a lot less autos. 

"But the whole thing, the f'Undarne nt al thing, 

is a lot harder to eapress than that. There's more ease 

in living heret Your neighbors don't spy on you and 

gossip and feel it's their business to tell you how to 

live, the way we do backhome. Not that I've got anything 

to hide. But it there's one thing that would make me 

_,,_ 
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go out tor all the vices I ever mard of, it would be 

the thought of a lot ot morality hounds sneaking after me 

all the time, the way they do in the States. And you 

get better servants here-," he says, "and the servants 

themselves like their work a deuce of a sight a,tter 

than our red-neck hired girls 1n A.nerica, because they're 

skilled, they' re respected he re, they' re secure, they 

don't have the womenfolks nosing into their ice boxes 

and love letters all day longt And business---our 

greatest American myth is that we're so much more effi­

cient than these Britishers and the folks on the 

Continent. Ali this high-pressure salesmanship bunkZ 

Why, say, I'll bet that stuff antagonizes more customers 

than it ever oatche s. And ove r lie r e , they simply wen' t 

stand for 1 t l An Engl 1 shman knows what re wants to 

buy, and he don't intend to be bullied into buying 

something else. And a Scotsman knows what he doesn't 

want to buyl Hal~ our ef':f'ioienoy is just running around 

and making a lot of show and wasting time. :n: always 

picture the ideal •peppy' American business man as a fellow 

who spends halt his time having his letters tiled away 

and the other halt trying to find than again. And then the 

E'ngiishman does not feel he•s virtuous because he spends 

a iot or extr~ time in his office not doing anything 

special. He goes home early and gets in some golf' or 

tennis or some gardening. Might even read a book! And 

-a-



he's got a hobby, so that when he retires he has something 

to do; doesn"t just waste away from being bored to death 

when he's old, the way we oo." 

Well, of course, as a people we are beginning 

to have more ieisure. The newer generation of American 

business men is taking more time from business; but our 

problem now is how to use t hat leisure time intelligently 

and creativel.y. To have leisure and not to use it wiseLy 

is even more harmful than not to have leisure at all.. 

Now playing golf is a heal.thful. thing to do, but it does 

not represent, after al 1., 1.ite' s deepest meaning. To 

use ieisure creativel.T is to use it for the enrichment 

or life, for the satisfying of our intellectual. and 

spiri.tual curiosity., tor the deepening of our l.ove, for 

the humanities of lite, ror the refining of our tastes 

mld sensibilities. That is the next task or the .American 

business man, who is now gaining or taking more lei.sure 

than he ever did before. 

Well, Dodsworth and Fran leave England in a 

hurry. F.ran had led on this English major until he became 

bold and she became frightened, and so they fled to Paris. 

And in Paris the second phase of their 1 ife beg ins--Fran' s 

hunger for a new life and Dodsworth's re-education in his 

own lite. rn Paris the fundamental.. temperamental differ­

ences of the two peoples begin to stand out in even 

greater and bolder rellet. Fran has a 1ove for the 

______ ___,.. ___ ,,------------------------------,i-----~. 
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smartness of life, for style, for elite society. She 

wants to climb, thinks that there at the top is something 

which her own life does not offer. Dodsworth loves the 

commonplace things of life, and loves his friends from 

back home; and, unlike a-an, he talks about art. Dodsworth 

1s actually moved from time to time by the art which he 

sees all about him, and impressed by this new civilization 

which seems to rank culture above money. 

But he is bewildered. He wasn't prepared 

for this new world and its new standards and its new code. 

But in the artificial world in which Fran moves she 1s 

thoroughly at home, and she drags Dodsworth about from 

one French play to another, from one social function to 

another, and she carries on her flirtations, and they 

quarrei more f'requentiy and for a longer time, and they 

begin to drift further and further apart. Dodsworth 

begins a little maneuver now from his contemptuous wife. 

He thinks it would be a fine thing to return home and 

attend the 30th class reunion of his college. Fran does 

not want to go. She likes it here. And so Dodsworth 

returns home al.one. 

He had idealized America during his absence; 

his home sickness idealized ~ r ica for him; but on his 

return he finds that A.nsrioa is not perfection either. ~ 

learns many other things on his return home. He learns, 

for example, that his boy-, wlx> is about to graduate froa 

-10-
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Yal..e, does not real.ly need him. He hadnft the time 

during his very active business career to entwine himself 

around the life of his boy, to make himself an indispen­

sable part of his growing, developing manhood, and so 

the boy developed of himself and by him.self; and when 

he meets him, now a grown young man, he rinds that 

somehow his boy is getting along without him. He is a 

stranger to his boy. And he finds, too, that his young 

married daughter can get along without him; that whi1e 

she loves him., he 1s not an indispensable part or her 

lite. He finds too that his friends during his absence 

have made other contacts, and he is really not wanted 

or needed there, either, and the haunting fear begins to 

creep in upon him that perhaps his 1fe Fran does not 

need him, either. 

He receives letters trom her, and these 

letters begin to convey information about a certain new 

and exciting friendship which she had made in France. 

She net with a rich American J"ew by the name ot Arnold 

rsrae1, a perfectly brilliant man, rides 1ike an angel; 

and each letter tells more and more about him. She bas 

even quarreled with another 1raman about him, and she bas 

gone to Italy, wmre Arnold Israel has joined her. 

Dodsworth will not be defeated; m will not 

lose his last hold upon those whom he loves; and he returns 

to Europe and oonrronta Fran, but sees that Fran too has 

-ll-
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become a stranger to hi.Dl. He insists that she leave at 

once, break this friendship which she had formed during 

his absence, and depart for Spain. He threatens her with 

divorce, and after a very stormy and tempestuous scene 

she leaves with him for Spain; and so a long series or 

unhappy and aimless wandering over Europe begins for these 

two ex patr1a\ee who had set out in quest of romance and 

the golden apples or Sodcm, and found that they were but 

dust and ashes. 

earfsane wandering, wearisome sightseeing, 

end.less tedium, till their weary steps lead them f'inall.y 

to Berl.in, and here in Berlin the last pmse of Fran's 

disintegration begins, and the last pmse of' Dodlrorth's 

reeducation. Fran meets up with a scion of an old 

Austrian. f'amil.:y, a Count KUrt von Obersdo~, a cultured 

gentle person, who centers his attention upon her. 

Dodsworth meets up with German business men and German 

men of culture, and again he is made aware of how con­

stricted and one-sided his lite had been. Somehow or 

other the great world movements had passed him by; but 

now a new thought entered his lite, that while it is 

true that he had missed much 1Jl lite, it is also true 

that he had been taught by his w1 re and friends to de­

preciate himself' too much; that attar all he bad done 

something worth while and something creative in the 

worl.d, and that perhaps the re 1s something yet in the 

wor1.d far h1m to do. 

-12-



After conversing with a German scholar, who 

inquires about the Non-Partisan League 1n North Dakota, 

and Dodsworth oan•t teli him a thing about it, Dodsworth 

says to himsel~: "He knows more about your own country 

than you do l Ignorant l You know nothing. I w 1sh r 

hadn't given up thirty years to motor cars. And I haven't 

really learned much here in Europe. A tiny bit about 

architecture and a little less about wine and cooking 

and a few names of hote1s. And that's a1it" 

''Sam (Dodsworth) had a vision of leaming 

and of learned men, of men who knew t hings with precision, 

without emotional prejudice, and who knew t hings which 

really af'fected the broad stream ot bnman life; who 

considered the purposes of a t housand statesmen, the 

function of a thousand bacteria, the significance or a 

thousand Egyptian inscriptions, or perhaps the pathol.ogy 

ot a thousand involved and diseased minds, as closely as 

he himself had considered the capacities of a hundred 

salesmen and engineers and clerks 1n his company. He 

saw roups or such l.earned men, in Berlin, in Rome, in 

B.asle, in both Cambridges, 1n Paris, in Chicago. They 

wouldnot be chatterers. Oh, he pondered, probably some 

of them would be giib and merry enough over a glass ot 

beer, but when it came to their own subjects, they would 

speak siowly, for to any- given question there woul.d be 

so many answers among which to select. They would not 

-13-
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vaat1y please Fran; they would not all or thEIIl be dancers 

ot elegance, and pemaps they would tail. to choose quite 

the right wa.istcoata. They would look insigniticant and 

:fuzzy, like Professor Braut, or dry and spindling. And 

he would be proud to have their recognition--beyond al.1 

recognitions or weal.th or title. 

"'How was 1 t that he had not known more or them? 

rn Yale, teachers had been obstacles which a football­

p1ayer had to get pas~ in order to carry out his duty 

or 'doing something for old Yale.' New York was to him 

excl.usively a city ot bankers, motor dealers, waiters, 

and theater empl.oyees. On this European venture which 

was to have opened new l.1ves to h:ta, he had seen on1y 

more waiters, English spinsters marooned in hotels, and 

guides with gold teeth. 

""Scholars. Men who knew. SUddenl.y he rel t 

that he might have been such a man. What had kept him 

trom it? Oh, he had been cursed by being popular in 

college, and by having a pretty wife who had to be 

surrounded with ool.ored lights. 

"Suddenl.T he telt better about it. Was it 

possible tha~ in sons invol.ved, unelucidated way, he billl­

selr was a savant in tiel.da not admitted by the 

a.cademicians as scholarship? He told himsel.t that in the 

American motor-wor1d he was oertainl.y not known merel.y as 

a pecller and as a financial. aoroba t, but as the authority 

-14-



on automobile designing, as the first man to . advocate 

four-wheel brakes. Did that constitute him a scholar, 

or possibly an artist? He had created somethingl He 

had no pictures in the academies, no books to be bound 

in leve.nt, no arias nor fl..imsy fu.rni ture narre d after him, 

but every one of the twenty million motors on the roads 

of America had been infl.uenced by his vision,a quarter 

ot a century- ago. Yes? And it didn't hurt a man to 

be a 11 t tle proud of solm3 hone st thing he had done I It 

gave him courage to go on. Anyway, he wasn't going on 

juat being a cook's tourist, rather less important to 

Fran than room-wai tera. He'd do so~thing." 

l"ran gets deeper and deeper into her love 

entanglement with this Count KUrt. Dodsworth stormed, 

to no avail. He begs her to return home; she will not. 

He receives a cable from. home that his daughter had given 

birth to a son. Dodsworth is del 1ghted beyond words. 

He is now a grandtather, and he conveys the glad tidings 

to Fran, and Fran is at first pleased and then she 18 

mortified. The idea ot letting 1~ be known to her :rr1ends 

here in Berlin that she is a grandmotherl Her new lite 

of romenoe would be at an end. And what occurs? 

Dodsworth retlizea that a deeper and deeper gulf is 

opening up between them. ~nall.7 Jrran ccmtesses that she 

1ovea KUrt and that he 1a to marry her; and Dodsworth, a 

beaten and a broken man, consents to his divorce and 

-15-



v -

/ 

./ 

/ 

I.eaves Jrran. 

He drifts about Europe, aimless, unhappy, 

l.ost; and it is a woman aga:fin who finds him and saves 

hill.; a woman who is as understanding as Fran was 

unsympathetic; as unselfish as F.ran was exp1-o1ting; as 

steady as Fran was unstable. She too had lived and 

suffered, and their comm.on so~o• brings them together 

into a beautiful., siowly- ripening friendship and companion­

ship. SUbt:ly but eff~ctively this woman begins to re­

kind1e Dodsworth's se:Lf'-contidenoe and respect for him­

self. She encourages him to pursue his new snbition, to 

return home and set on foot a new project--to bu11-d a 

beautiful. suburb of homes which wil:l have all. the 

oomtorts and oonvenienoes of American homes, and yet be 

artistio,--artistia not in a cheap and tawdry imitation 

or European art, but based on an authoritative, native 

.!merican domestic architecture. 

But in the midst of this ripening friend­

ship a frenzied appeal canes to Dodsworth from Fran. She 

wants him to oome back. Kurt can't marry her. His mother, 

who is a devoted catholic, will not permit him to parry 

a divorced woman and a grandmotherl T'trenty years o~ 

memories are too strong, and Dodsworth leaves Italy, 

where he had met this wown who was re-making him, and 

rejoins Fran on.board ship on the way home. But onboard 

ship Dodsworth realizes that he can't make a go ot it. 

-16-
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He had learned a new way o't 11re; he had come up with a 

new type of personality. 'I'o live with Fran is to commit 

spiritual suicide. He must escape; and so he l.eaves 

Fran in New- York. Fran, who had started out to find a 

new lite and lost the old, and Dodsworth, who at fifty 

had se~ out to wrest, to do, wbo had discovered that 

l.ite held much in store tor him. ot newness, freshness 

and interest. 

Now not all. American business men are like 

Dodsworth, and not all. wives of American business men are 

like Fran, fortunately; am not all .American business nen 

and their wives who go abroad go through such a tempest­

uous, emotional. career as did these people. In a way, 

they are not at a1l. typical. Certainly, Fran is less 

typical than Dodsworth, and yet there is enough of truth 

1n this book and in the characters of these two people 

to merit deep and searching reflection on the part ot 

everyone. 

One of the sad things about .American business 

men,--and this is said not o't a tew but o:r many; it is 

said not about you but it is said about othere,--is that 

they have but one worl.d 1n which to l.ive. That warld ia 

too al1-absorb1ng and all-consuming tor any other interest 

1n lite they can have. They oan spare only the lag end 

ot the day or the lag end or the year, or the residue ot 

their energies, and when they are compelled to leave that 

-l.'I'-
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world, as Dodsworth was compelled, as so many business 

men either are compelled or choose to leavethat world, 

they are altogether los~; they have no other world in 

which to live; they become spiritually and mentally 

homeless nomads, w1 th no anchorage in lite. 

Now a man must have more than one world in 

which to live, for that one world may collapse about him 

and he will then be left without a heritage, without a 

patrimony and without a home. There are so many .American 

business men who think while they are busy and occupied, 

that they will build this other world when they have time, 

when they wi 11 retire; they will catoh up on lite after 

they retire, as Dodsworth thought he would. But they 

never do, tor they retire to emptynes~d nothingness. 

They have laid up a financial capital upon which to retire, 

but they have nat during their working years laid up a 

mental and a spir1tua1 and an emotional capital upon which 

to retire. They have no interests to turn to when the 

workingday years or their lives are over. 

And then there are so many American business 

men who at titty are drained and sapped,completely worn 

out by the hard drive or that competitive 1ndustria1 

11te which encircles them:. overwhelms them. abuses them, 

drains thea and throws them aside. How many Amar1oan 

business men succumb to the tirst serious illness in the 

forties or the r1rt1es. our industrial lite 1s becoming 

-18-



trightt'ully speeded up year by year. The machines which 

we think we are driving are driving us, and we are broken 

upon the wheels ot that machine which we think we master 

but which masters us. We don ft seem to have time, or 

much time, for anything else but our business. We do have 

time but only tor the thing which we think is al.1-

important, namely, business. 

we institute time-saving devices in er der to 

give us more time. For what? F0r more business. We 

have time to accumulate a competence, and then we have 

more time to increase that competence over and over and 

over again, endlessly. But we sOlllehow, many of us, 

haven't time for the prime concern or lif'e, which is, 

after all, not the aooumulation of' wealth, for af'ter a 

man has accumulated that which he needs for a decent 

living, for himself' and his family, over and above that 

is not a vital conoern, a desperate need or lite. Lite 

1s not a game and the success or life does not depend 

upon how much of' the stakes that you can haw at your 

end or the table at the end of' the game, beoause if that 

were life then you would always be the loser. One who 

gambles may have a chanoe at the end of the game to have 

something won. but in the game of lite, if' life is a 

game, you are always the loser. At the end or lite, at 

the end of the game, death takes not only your winnings 

but 1 t takes the winner himself. 



The prime concern ot lite is living 

beautifully, harmoniousiy, free, enterprisingly, 

creatively; to see more, to understand more, to grope 

into the mysteries o~ life; to learn more about the 

world about us, the world ot things, the world or nature, 

and the world of men; to be alive, throbingly alive, 

thrillingly alive. That is the prime concern or lite. 

We haven't ti-,e for that, strange encugh. 

Many an American business man has not the 

time, even as Dodsworth had no time, ror his children. 

The education or the child, the training or the child, 

is left to the nurse or to the school, at best to the 

iaother. The father is too absorbed, too taxed, to try 

~o grow into the lite of his child, to fashion with his 

own hands, as it were, a mellowing character or his child. 

And so he loses out. When the child is grown, the child, 

the young man or young woman, is a stranger to him. 

Many an .Amerioan business man has no time 

for that marvelous thing we call home-building. The home 

for many a business man is a stopover plaae between one 

working day and another working day. It is a place in 

which to eat and to sleep; But hane is a sp1rituai 

creation; it requires artistry and imagination and 

devotion to build a home. Why, many an American business 

man has no time even to play, and when he does play he 

p1-ays turiously and hectioall,y,, as it it were a job and a 
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task to be gone through with, like a dinner bolted. r have 

been at banquets and r have seen hundreds of .American 

business men enjoying themselves, and I have never seen 

so many a.age and so1-emn and hard faces in TJIY' lif'e trying 

to enjoy themselves. 

Leisure,--the Engiish type,--ease, that 

quality which makes lite kindly, sweet, beauti:f'ul, tender,­

that has not yet come into the lives or many an Amerioan 

business man. I think it wilL r think we are beoaning 

wiser as a people. We have gotten through the strenuous 

pioneering period of our lives, and many have cane to 

realize that there are other things in life be sides the 

accumulation of money. So many of us have become rich 

that money is not looked upon with such reverence and such 

awe, as it was a generation or even a decade ago. 

We are beginning to think of other qualities 

in lite which are more important,--of free minds, or fine, 

keen perceptions, deep loyalties, keen discriminations, 

culture, civilization. These are the things that the 

American business man w11i, from now on, seek more and 

more in life, and he wil1- not wait unt11- he is fifty, 

worried and gray, to seek those things, but along with 

his work he will seek them; and he w11i set aside in his 

working day and in his working year time, a great deal ot 

ti.ma, for the acquisition of those spiritual and 

intellectual things which bring the romance of tar awq 

things, the inettable splendor ot real, intense. passionate 
-i-----
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eager living, into our days. 
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A ABS'l!R.A.C'? OF THE .A.DDRESI 

HAPPENS 'l'O '? l AFTlll IftY? II 

:BY 
......... ,u l ABBA HUJ,JU, SILVDl 
il THE I&, l' 5th.1929 

azq 

bu.aln •• world. 

rican bulne1a men ha:Ye onl.7 one world in which to live - their 

en they 1 &Te it t y are loat tor 11 other worlda, for 

aelf-CQJ.tiTatlon, for home, tor children, for citisenahip, tor God. The7 

can spare only the lag end ot the d8¥ or the year or the reaidue of their 

ener lea. The romance and the beautie1 of life pa1a bJ thlm. 

ba.aineaa men thlnk that they will catch up with life attar the7 

retire. niey neTer do. • They retire to e tine••• Thq lay up enough flnanclal 

capital on which to retire, but no irltual, mental and emotional capital. 

It 11 too 1 te to diaoOTer engroaaing lntereata in life atter \be beat year• 

of a man•• life ve en conaumecl. 

aiv .American bu.aineaa men are p}Q'aicall.7 apent azid ubauated at 

f1ft7. Their vl talit7 ia drained. They auccumb 11.T to the firat aerloua 

ailment which attaok:a them. ~, who call themaelvu ma1ter1 of induat17 are 

actual.q maatere4 ~ lnduaVJ. '!'hey are caught up ln the :turioua proce11e1 ot 

ow relentl••• c etlt1ve incluatrlal life and they are dr lne4 and acrappe4. 

loan buaineaa men know how to emplo7 their time efflcientl7 for 

the thlng which the)' re ard aa important - bualne••• The¥ ha.Te time to 

on making one tcrtune after another, bllt thq baTe no time for life'• chief 

concern, which 1a not the accumulation of weal.th, but 11-Ying treel7, barmonlouat,, 

creatlTelJ, to aatiat7 our noble mental and aplritusl curioa1t1ea. to aee deeper 

into God'• man'elou.a world and to develop finer cllaoriminatlou, aounder Judgment• 
• 

and deaper lo7altl••• 

~loan wa1Ma1 men have no tlme to mlw1ne tbemaelT .. 1n the 

llYe■ of their ahildzia. 

/ 
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have built their llve1 w1 thout regard to than and that they baTe loa\ them. 

They haTe no time for the b titul adTentwe of home b\lilcling. 

Home to ~ of them 11 a atop..o-.er place between on working d8J and another. 

But to b\uld home 1n 11b1cb beau.ty :bidea and 1n which the aoola and da 

of ohil<lren unfold be tit\111.y requlr • more 1 tloa and licatloa 

than bwllne••• 

arq .American bo.ain •• ve not 7et learned how to uae leisure 

1ntelli,gent~ and creat1Teq. n whm. the7 plq, they pl~ tur1ouly - for 

their health. not tor the .101 ot pl,ving. Th4V hav not found tha, element of 

cultured eaa "emuetlichlceit" which le one of tho outatanding qualitie1 of 

the ci v111sat1on of the world. 

The 7ounger eneratlon ot lean bu.aineaa men e beco aware of 

the inadequacy of the reatricted and one-aided 11 vea which their father• led. 

'l!hey have beco conacioua of th aweeter and no 1 •8'3 of living. d here 

d there ln our citle• there • already a; art men who e content with 

le•• than the maximum of wealth which they cO\lld attain and diacontented with 

the minimum of 11 vi , which 1 a the lot of -~ American lNaineaa ma. The7 

are not aiti ~ until the e old and retired to find romance and poetr, and 

beauty in life. They e learning to look upon buaine1 1 onl7 a meana to 

end. They no lo er atand in e before the man who la oni, a aucceaatul 

manufaoturer or merohant or banker. ~ have 1 arned to p,q greater deference 

to the m-. who cu1,1nte the thing• of the mind and the aplrit. Amerloa 1• 

becoming older it 11 'beco~ more ci'Ylllsed. 




