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"9l! LIVING BEYOllD .QYB. 1E S • tt 

RABBI BA HILLEL SILVER. 



I should ll1ke to divide my aubjeot thia 

morning, "Living Beyond Our eana," into three d1Tis1ona: 

Living beyond our mean■ phya1oally; l1T1ng b97ond our 

meau emotionally, and living beyond our mean■ t1nano1ally. 

And will you try to remember that what I shall aay thia 

morning applie ■ not only to the other man but to you and 

to•• 

Many ot ua are living beyond our mean• 

ph7Biaally. We are living at a paoe whioh deatroya. 

Induatry and busineaa have speeded up ,o a territio 

tempo, ao t at men are called upon today to 110rt under 

the highest pre■aure. 'l'he maohine,--and by that I mean 

not merely ,he p~e1oal machine but the machine ayataa 

and the maohine organization whioh the maoh1De has 

built up,--malce• exorbitant demand■ upon a man•• energy. 

1'requentl7 it damama every ounoe o:r enera. 

There are induatriea today whioh will not 

employ men ho are over f orty-tive years ot age. There 

are 1nduatr1•• today whioh will not employ en who are 

over tony year• ot age, whether as laborer• or•• 

exeoutiv••• Thwa while human lite baa been. prolonsed 

through the di ■ooveriea ot medioal aoienoe, the u■et\ll 

bua1n••• or lnduatnal lite ot a man baa been •ter1all7 

ahonened. Men are called upon to wort at a trighttul 

•PN41 and it 1• no wonder, therefore, that ■o men7 ot 



who 
them/are oompelled to 11Te beyond tl eir meana phyaioally 

break down. They simply burn up. 

Thua, tor example, while we have nade remark

able progress in checking diaeaae, diaeaaea like typhoid, 

tuberouloaia,dSphtheria, other diaeaaea whioh reault 

trom over-strain, trom overwork, trom over-tatigue, like 

heart d1aeaaea, are on on appalling inoreaae today. 

Thia speeding up prooeaa,whiah is being accelerated daily, 

haa g1Ten ua more oomtorta. We enjoy today, even those 

ot us ho are in modest o 1ro \IJlltanoea, oomrorta whioh 

lord■ and pr1noea a hundred years ago did not have. 

But the increase ot our oomtorta have 

increased our want a. The more :we have the more we want, 

and the more industry 1• being e19d up to give ua the 

things wh1oh we think we want. • have more aomtort• 

today, but we have no moa leisure and no more peaoe of 

mind. Ph711ioally, many or ua are liTing beyond our meana, 

and are pay1ns an appalling prloe tor it. 

Blaotional.17, we are l1T1ng beyond our meana. 

Emotionally, we are over-atilaulated. A nan oannot wort 

beotioally and be dr1Ten tar eight hours a day, and then 

quie'tly relax in the nen1q. The ■peed rhythlll en tar• 

into the blood. So that our pastime• have been apeeded 

up. we no longer relax. We oonaume our tree houri, many 

of ua, in a rather turioua paoe ot pleaaure-■eek1ng. We 

want our •u•emant• to be exo1t1q. I auppoae that 1• •b7 



ao man7 men take to gambling ilD a mild or in a more 

atrenuoua tom. 'l'he7 oannot be alone; they oannot be 

quiet; they oannot entertain themaelvea in the plaoid 

waya ot the mind and spirit. They need oona tent exo1 tement 

and oonatant exhileration. I know men and wcnen who 

attend theatre■ and the mov1ns pioturea and parties eTer7 

night in the week. They simply must keep going; they 

■imply must kill time. 

How thi• living beyond our means emotionally 

holds trua not only ot grown people today but ot our 

young people u well. Tbe7 too are be 1Dg over-stimulated 

emot1onall7. That 1a particularly true ot the sons and 

daughter■ ot the rio!l. They begin today their aoo1al 

lite at a high teJIPC>, when they re still in their early 

teen■,--h1sh aohool bo7a and girl.a; and they do all that 

their elder• do, and then aome. It ia quite the thing 

today tor boy• and girls ot aixteen and anenteen to begin 

an evening ot dancing at eleven, and not to rewrn hoae 

until one or two or three o•olook in the morning, tre

quently unaooom.panied and unchaperoned. 

Now this treedcm which theae young boys anct 

girl• enjoy, and aometimea abll■e, ia the aharpeat kind 

ot exo1temant to their emotional lit , and d1Yerta thea 

frOJI the quieter and 1teadier eduoational. interest which 

ought to be aupreae during ,b:>ae maturing year■ ot their 

l1fta. Thia 0Y.er-aooenluate4 eaot1onal 1ntereat d1nr,a 

them ttoa th• puraw. ta 1a 11h1oh they ought to be engaged. 



• 
And their ton4 parents stand b7 quite halple••• sometime• 

they proteat; moat often they do not. They are atraid 

beoauae "everybody is do 1ng 1 t." They are atraid that 

their boy or girl would be looked upon aa queer, difterent. 

And so the whole generation ot our young people, here and 

elsewhere, ia being aubJeoted 1x> an unwholesome, emotional, 

over-at1mulat1on. They are living beyond their mean• 

emotionally. 

:r1nano1ally, many ot ua are living beyond 

our meana. There are so many, many people who try to 

keep up with the Jonese1. Now there ia something to be 

■aid, perhaps a great deal to be said, for the quite 

natural huaa deaire to nae in the aoile, in the aooial 

aoale ot l1T1~1 eapeolally tn a. lab.d auoh aa our• where 

aooial gradation• are determined largely by wealth and 

1noome1 one oan understand, and I think with aympattq, 

th1a natural desire ot people to 11n, or at least to 

appear to live, on. a high and laTiah eoonomlo aoale. 

But in this prooeaa ot trying to keep up 

t1th the neighbor, there are al.so ma117 heanaohea and 

tr11Sediea. It 1• easy and pl-.aant to olillb; 11 1a 

terri'bly hard and humiliating lo have lo oome down. There 

are many people who 11ft to the last dollar ot their 

1noo• la an ettort 1x> keep paoe with a oenaln aoolal 

••'• and when a period ot hard time• aeta in they t1n4 

theuelwa ■trapped. The7 hoe no aooumulated reaouroea 



upon whioh to tall baok. and they make the mon desperate, 

the moat pathetio ettorta to keep up that standard whioh 

they had se, up in the 1r daya ot atf'luenoe, • tor tear it 

they let go ot that they aink into aooial obl1Y1on. Very 

o:rten they make terrible aaor1t1oea to keep up that 

standard. I know men in thia oommuntty who lin in verr; 

beautiful home■ and keep up a atandard betitting the r1oh, 

who ■imply oannot pay their piti:tully anall obligat101111 • 

to the Community Cheat. 

Li T1DS beyond our mean• 1a true not only 

ot thoae who want to moTe in the o1role ot the rioh,bu, 

ot our middle olasaea and our laboring olaaae■• itnesa 

this orgy ot installment buying wh1ah 1a now going on 

in our land • Now• muoh may be id in tavor o:r install-

mant buying. It is not a new 1nat1tut1on; it is not new 

to J.merioan eoonomio lite. Ken and wOJUn ot mode■, 

oiroumatanoea have al aya bousht oerta1n things on the 

installment plan,--the turniture, the piano, or a home 

ao1111timea. But this wild 1ntlat1on ia quite a new 

phenoaenon in our lite; and I think that erioan indu■try 

1a largely re■ponaible tor it. 

Amerioan industry 1■ today built upon a 

prograa ot oont1nued ma a produotion. Continued maa■ 

produo,1on depends upoa oont111ud ■ale ot Yoluae, and ao 

Amlrioan induatry hu built up a huge and IIU'Yeloualy 

etteo,1ve oh1n• orsaniz lion to ■ell, and firer, 

o onoei ftltle 4eT1oe tor .P.! n\18.d 



1ndUoemant, eyery aeduotlon, 1• be 1Dg used to perauade 

people to buy no, only neoeaa1t1ea but luxuries. The 

induoemant ia usually that ot easy payraenia over a long 

period ot time, and high-pressure aaleamanship 1a being 

employed throughout the land to inveigle men into buying. 

!low men tod8.J', mmy- men., he.Te obliga te4 

themaelvea tar beyond their income, tor they buy not 

one thing at a time on t.he 1natallment plan, but many 

thinga. '!'bey have mortgaged their future, and when a 

period ot hard times aeta in they are lett at the meroy 

ot t he seller. JTequently they are cCDpelled to loae 

not only that wh1oh they have invested, but the thing 

in llhioh they had 1nve ■te4. 

I am atraid that hen all 1 a aaid in tavor 

ot the installment plan, there ia an ele.mnt ot real 

eoon.omio ala-rery involved in 1i. The American workingman 

never did posaeas a large measure ot eoonomio aeour1ty, 

and th1a 11v1ns on his tuture 1s still turther deoreasing 

that amall margin ot 1ndependenoe and aeourity wh1oh be 

poaaeaae4. There waa a time when people •~re ashamed 

to be indebl; there waa a time when men prided themaelvea 

on the taot that they were not in debt. That attitude ia 

taat Tan.iahing trom the livea ot many Amerioan■• '!'here 

waa a time when the installment plan -waa looked upon with 

diatru•t by reputable induatriea. and bua1n••• hou••• but 

today, beoauae industry teei. · the need ot ••• produot1on 

and a Jl&Y.e_... .......... .....:.:.-=--=~- - B'IE..:~----, VIIII---+-----
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the installment plan and have oalled it econODlioally 

desirable. 

I, tor one, am not in a position to aay. 

I think the tuture Will tell the story. But whatever 

intluenoe that new tendenoy in Amerioan eoonom1o lite 

may have upon our eoonomio atruoture 1:n the da.ya to come, 

this la oertain todayi that tens ot thouaanda ot 

Americans are 11Ting tinanoially beyond their income 

and beyond their mean•• 

Reoently I oaae aoroa1 thia rather boaattul 

statement on the part otone or the directors or the 

adwrt1s1ns department ot one ot our huge utomobile 

induatriea. "I am t1rmly oonTinoed that the great 

American tendenoy to live beyond ou means, and attempt 

to keep up with the Jonesea, ha• been one ot the biggeat 

taotor• 1a the amazing prosperity ot Amerioa." Bow, I 

am not 110 sure or thia "amazing prosperity or Amer1oa." 

I am impressed with the amazing orgy ot apending which 

1• character1 ■t1o ~t America tod.&7. Do not misunder-

atand 11111. I am not a.tall aure that the Amerloan orking

mania not entitled to have his automobile and hi■ radio 

and the eleoir1oal appl1anoea 1n hia hODII. \fh7 ahouldn'' 

he have the? There is enough ot a ■ooial aurplua to go 

around 1n thia lam. This land ot our■ 1• rioh beyond 

the 1mag1».1nga ot men 1n reaouroea, and our maoh1nu haft 

made 1, possible tor ua to reaoh down into the bowel■ of 

_,_ 



the earth and bring up wealth measureless end untold. 

There is no reason in the world why a man who worka 

honestly and te.ithtully shall not enjoy these thinga, 

but he should proceed to demand a wage which will make 

t hese thlnga possible tor him. Clearly, it is not sound 

eoonomioa nor sound, judgment to spend money which a mn 

has not yet earned. 

e are living be70nd our mean• pbysioall7, 

emotionally~ tinanoially, and we are paying theprioe 

in unbappineas ot one kind or anotbsr. I know ot buaineaa 

men who are old before they reach the prime or lite, 

spent and exhausted. The aap ot their lite has been 

uaed to oil the wheels ot an 1ndll trial machine, and 

atter the machine gets through wi t h them it sorapa them. 

There is nothing so ruthless aa modern 

1ndua,r1al1aa; not coneoioualy ruthless, not consciously 

brutal, but the very set-up and aeohanism and imperson

ality ot 1,, the dr1 ve, makes tor a ruthleaaneaa and a 

oruelty wh1oh are appalling. Men break under the ■train. • 

Frequently men oonaole themaelvea,--and I move around 

with thea, and I know how they thillk and how thq reason 

and how they speat,--trequently they oonsole themaelve• 

with the thcught that atter the, will hue ■pent ,went7, 

twenty-t1Y• or thirty nan ot their 11n• tur1oualy 1a 

buainess, 1n 1ndua~r,, and amused a fortune, they w1U 

retire; then have a good time, then enjoy tb.eaael'ft ■, then 



11ft. 

That oea not happen in one oaae out ot a 

thouaand, tor most or them are dead before the time ot 

their retirement :trom the business world arriTes; and it 

not dead they are phyaioally broken, a o h y all' c ' 

enjoy their years ot retirement. One lllWlt be well and 

alert and eager to enjoy leisure. One must have a bit 

ot the spirit ot youth . and adventure to enjoy treedom trom 

oooupation. The maohine is too ex oting and too jealoua 

to permit a man to oonaerve too muoh ot his ener lea 

tor hie atter lite. 

e spend ouraelvea motionally too early. 

And again I aay that ia partt1cularl7 true ot the ohildren 

ot the rioh, ot the well-to-do. ~hey taste lite th all 

it• relish too early; their t lenta become dulled too 

early. So tha-. hen they enter the years of their lives, 

the 80'• and the 30•• nd the 40'•• when lite should 

bring thaa eve-ry day novelty and treshneaa, they are 

atale, aaotionally ear7, diailluaioned. 

There ia only one way, my friends, 1n whioh 

to live happily, and that is to l1ve ith1n aur mean■, 

re• bering all the time that e have but one brier lite 

to live, Juat a tew year and then are through, and 

to lift tho• tew year profoundly, deeply, steadily and 

well. There 1• only one departmant in bw,wn lite mrein 

• De'ftr 11T beyond ou.r me 111, and that 1 the lntelleotu 

.... 



department, the ■phere ot the mind. There trequemly •• 

do not lift aooording to our means; there frequently we 

permit our treasures to go unexploited and unused. How 

many ot our people become intelleotue.lly atrophied; how 

many or our people simply do not ua the maneloua gifts 

which a good God placed i thin the mind and soul; how 

many ot ua tail to cultivate our 1ntolligenoe, so that 

we will learn ho. to think clearly, creatively, imagina

tively, independently, freely, oontinuoualy; how any ot 

ua go adventuring intellectually in the undiscovered 

orld or men. All too few or ua. And 1t ·e did that 

more, we ould do less or th1a. e ould r a.lize th t 

the abiding and deepest joys o lit come not fr<111 

exhauat1ng ourselves physically ln h pursuit ot ealth, 

not in exhausting ouraelvea moti onally in th pursuit 

ot pleasures and exo1tementa, not in exhausting ourselvea 

tinanoial.ly in an effort to keep up a standard ot l1Ting 

which doea not 1n the least contribute to our ~11-being 

or to our peaoe ot mind, .but the. t th deepest and moat 

abiding Joya ot life oome tram w1 thin, trom our own 

reaouroea, trom the oultivation of the mind and the soul; 

troa a mind hioh aeeta truth, and an eye 1ch aaeka 

beauty, and an ear whioh aeeka harmony, and a personality 

wh1oh aeeka tr1endah1p. 

And Joy comea to ua trca spiritual thinga 1 

whioh are ao oheap and ye, ao pr1aele■ ; wllioh oan be lad 

tor the uk1Dg and hiah ao tew tail to p~o~~~------11-----• 

-10-



Bow to 11Te w1 thin our meana 1■ a simple, 

homely, yet terribly ditt1oult lesson to learn in lite. 

--o-

-u-



SU DAY, MAY 12, 1929 

RABBI SILVER 
will peak on 

ETIN 
TEMPLE 
th St.dodAn5el Rd. 

D, OHIO 

• lel Silver.Im 
RABBI 

"On Living Beyond Our Means" 

The S.1bb.1th Eve Service 
5:30 to 6:10 

The Sahhuth Morning Service 
11 :00 to 12 :00 



Vol. XV ,:.\fay 12, 1929 No. 31 

The TempJe Bulletin. publisheo weekJ_v 
from t 1v · mi 1,1" •1 ~Pn , ••• , h •r t-o .l• •n4'. 
hv Tiferdh lsra<'l Congregation. F.. 105th 
~tTl'C't at An. 1 Roa,!. lC'velan<l. Ohio. F.. 
K Wolt. Pre .. : F.m:rnnel F.in tPin. Trea . ; 
Rahlli Leon l. Feuer, F.ditor. Suh!'!cription 
pri<'<'. 50 l'Pnts pPr annum. 

Ent(>ri:>d a~ s"cond cla s mattl:'r. 0 c. 1 l, 
19'!."l. at thf> Po t officf' at f'leveland. Ohio, 
1m,Jer the act of March 3. 1 '79. 

Music /or Sunday 
Morning, May 12th 
Org:m 

Prelude (10 :15 A. :.\f.) 
'Ihe onrt of Jam hyd 

(Persian uite) .... toughton 
pring 011g ........ 3.lacfarlan 

re use from Jo elyn .. Godard 
Po tludc 

~Iarche Ru. e ....... ~Sehminke 
Paul All n Bey:mer 

An hen 
0 Lorrl Thy Word ......... Lcma:re 

Baritone Solo 
Fath r f .M:erei ... ....... Eugel 

Paul F. Khmison 

Sunday Services Continue 
Through May 

One of the Jarg t ongr gation of 
the year· wn in ntt ndanee last un
day mornfog when Rabbi ih·er s oke 
on ''" hat Happen to the American 
Busines Man After T'ift, Y" 

ext tmday morning he will con
tinue his di eu ·sion of c:-ome intimate 
problem of e,·ery-clay life-. He will 
speak on ' ' On Living Beyond Our 
Means.'' 

A Busy Week 
During the pa t week Rabbi Silver 

addressed a pu blie meeting in behalf 
of Palestine in Tbe Dryden Road 
Temple, Columbu , Ohio; the co11vo
ca.tion of the Cleveland College for 

2 

·women; the anguet of the National 
HomP tudy 'ouncil at the Clevel nd 
~hambcr of ommeree and the llos

pifal D:iy Celebration at the Public 
Hall. 

Sunday Evening~ X 
May 26th-Annual 
Congregational Dinner 

'rhc Annual Dinner Meeting of the 
'ongregation affords our m mb rs 

an on1 .ortunity of a sem ling for an 
e,·ening of congregational fellowship 
and of a ·quainting themseh-e with 
the work U1at the Congregation is 
doing tluough its rcli!,!ious and edu
ca io111l acth itfo and its various 
orotmization.. A number of im
portant it m of bu ine will be 
pfared tcforc tlie memb rsl1ip at this 
nie •ting in Iuding a consideration of a 
program of :1ctivities for the coming 
, ca1·. There will be a number of 
inter( ·tin reports a well as the Pres
ident ·s message. 

In tead of being held at a hotel tl1e 
ADnual )Iect:ing wil1 be 11eld t.Ms year 
at Tlie Tem, le in :lfohler Hnll. The 
Program Committee for the meeting 
:iis arranging a :fine program of euter
ta.inm nt and n u ic for the ve1 ing. 

11 mcmb i- of the 'ongr ga ion 
,Jtould make ev ry effort to attend. 

Children,s Art Exhibit 
Th Temple Li rary is fea tnring an 

e:xhib~t of th work of the Jewish ... rt 
G 1·oup of the Temple Religious School. 
This groun is compo ed of cl1ildren in 
the Reiigiou 11001 who are inter-

ted in tud ino- Jewish art and e ·
pr ing tlnough that medium omo 
of the work of the classroom. Some 
of th~ work produeed by the group is 
ex eedingly interesting. The class is 
under the direction of Miss Ada. 
Krause. 



Members of the Temple Men's Club! 
BE THE G EST OF THE 

TEMPLE MEN'S CLUB 
at its 

A UAL LUNCHEON ~IEETI G 

Wednesday, May lSth-12:30-Allerton Hotel Ballroom 

AbDRESS Bi 

PROF. HENRY M. BUSCH 
Of the School of Applied Social Science at We tern Re erve Univer ity, 

who gave uch an exceJlent talk on the "Whither Mankind'' Sympo ium . 

Election of Officers and Board Members 

Kindly return your reservation card to the Temple Office 
AT ONCE. 

THIS COMING SUNDAY 

May 12th-One O'clock-Statler Hotel 

TEMPLE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

A UAL DIN ER MEETING 

Program 

A few short addresses 

Election of Officers 

1usic and entertainment 

Dancing 

Reservations-$1.50 per person 



Temple Religious School 
R port for the Week 

Totnl enrollm nt, in lu ling tlH 
High • cliool-1334. 

-um h r of pupil , Kind rga rt n 
Dth grade, indu iv - 1207. 

AY rag, att ndan for tb w ek 
- 94%. 

Th<' following la 1 0% 
att ndanr : 1 1 n . ilv ,rrnan; 2D, 
Mrs. Gro . man; 3 1, Mi . avlan; 3D, 
~tfi •mti ; 3F..., fr. J,~ri dman; 4A, 
4B, Mr .. }"'rank l • 5B, 1r . David· 
7A, ~Tis. Gimp· J• , ~fi . :Fink; 9 1 

9D, Mi • Krau.' ; HF.., Mi. Ruhin. 
Sunshine Fund 

Tl1 co1lcction of th un hin 
If'und f r th w k Hmount d to 
$37.19. 
Teacher's Supper Meeting 

Th final T ach r Sup1le1· 1 t
ing of th y ar will be held on W cl
nesd, y Y ning, May 15th, at 6 :30 
P. M. in falrl r Hall. The att ud
au of all in mber of th staff is 
requir d at thi m eting. 

Temple High School 
Graduation 

Th annual graduation exerci e 
for th T mpl High choo1 ha vo 
l n et for 'unday morning, Jun 
2nd, at 10:30 in lahl r Hall. The 
Temp} will graduate twenty-four 
bov and girl who hav ompl tcd 
hi· y ar of tudy in the High 

11001. In addition c rtificate will 
lJ i ued to ix young men and 
wom n who have com pl ed two 
y ar of additional study in th 
T mpl oll g D partm nt. The 
<.:ommcn • m nt addr \dB bo 1 -
]ivered bv Rabbi Max 1 urri •k of 
Eri , Pa.~ 

High School Players 
La t unda morning th High 

• hool Play r gave an intere ting 
pcrf rma11c of Booth Tarkington' 
on -act om d , '' The Gho t tory. ' 
Th ca t wa ompo cl of Iligh 
School tudcnt , and tlw play wa 
ve abl dire t d by Mr. Ralph 101-
b rt, a m mb r f the fa ulty. 

The Temple Wishes to Acknowledge with Thanks the 
Following Contributions: 

To the Floral Fund 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam ti. Bloch 

Mr . Fran e Stra u 
Miss Fannie C. Eisenman 

In memo1-y of :M:r . IIcnry F. Klein and 
)fr . Ida Gutt nl erg 

In m mory of Hiram Ja, kal k 
In m mory of mother, arolin Ei nman 

To the Scholarship Fund 
1\Iiss Esther Reiter and 

Mr . Simon Klein 
Mrs. Lena Fellinger 
Clarice and Charles Auer

bach 
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Heller} 

Mr. and 1\frs. Sidney L. 
Marx, :Mr. Lawrence 
N e u m a n a n d Mrs. 
Sophie K. Neuman 

In memory of Ir . Iara chaffncr Mrs. 
L na Friedman and Hiram Ja kaJ k 

In m mory of Mord wma n of 'hi ago 
In m mory of grandmother, aroline Ei nman 

In memory of Paul Li 1Jcnthal 






