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l e 

The reaction against the idolatry of 

scienoe, as well as the reaction against the excessive 

romanticism and realism in vogue in the last years, was 

bound to set in, and it has set in. From many quarters 

today the attaok is being made upon that naturalistic 

philosophy whioh the advance of scienoe has fostered in 

recent years, and upon that uncontrolled - shall we say? -

tempermentalism and romanticism which the absence of 

standards, codes of conduct and control, have made 

possible. 

In the last few decades science has created 

the illusion among a great number of people that inasmuch 

as man is a part or nature, that therefore he is to be 

studied and interpreted in terms of nature; and by nature 

they meant physical nature. The laws which scientists 

found to operate in the external objective physical world 

are the same laws which, it was maintained, are operative 

in the inner life of man. Nothing of a qualitative nature 

distinguishes man from other living animals; man, like 

e.11 other animals, 1s nothing more than matter in motion, 

and the same laws which govern animals govern man. Man 

is not rree because there is no freedom in the materiai 

world. Human life has no ends and no objectives, because 

there are no ends and objectives in the physical world 

in nature. And all this has, unfortunately, dwarfed the 
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stature of man and robbed him of his high sense of 

dignity and pride 1n himsel:f. 

Then, too, the advanoe of the sciences has 

created another illusion in the minds of people, namely 

that the increase of human knowledge will, of itself, 

increase human happiness; that all the past unhappiness 

in the raoe was due to man's inability to master nature, 

but once man gains knowledge he will most assuredly 

employ that knowledge to his highest and best advantage; 

that every new discovery, whether it be of physics, 

chemistry, biology or psychology, will add so much to 

the store of human well-being. and human happiness. And 

there grew up an optimistic philosophy based upon the 

truly remarkable gains and discoveries of the scientists. 

Now, this assumption that the increase of 

knowledge will increase human happiness has been an 

altogether gratuitous assunption. It is not borne out 

by human experience. The most advanced scientifio 

formulae, the most skil.full and complicated scientific 

machinery, the most advanced chemical knowledge, was 

employed by man in the last war for destruction, for the 

infliction of pain, for the undermining of that which 

we call civilization, of that very thing which the 

sciences were supposed to build up. 

Science has made possible the rapid expansion 

of industry--the machine. Whatever of profit has accrued 
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to mankind as a result of the machine has been an 

indireot gain, not at all a direct gain; and they have 

not all been profits. The industrial machine is 

reducing man to the position o~ a cog. The industrial 

ma.chine is robbing man of a great deal of his intelleot

ual freedom and independence. The industrial machine 

uses up man and oonsUIIEs him, and frequently it exploits 

man, enslaves him. The most scientific 1oan is being 

empioyed today in South Carolina and In Tennessee, where 

men and women are . being ground down under the heel. of 

industry and foroed to live in degradation and in misery 

on 46¢ a day·, in the midst of the most advanced machines, 

most pert'eoted industrial machines which science has 

buil.t up. 

Nor has the increase or knowledge or itself 

made man any happier. In this scientific age our prisons 
I are more ru1ior people than at any time in the past. 

C'rime is on the increase; our asylums are increasing 

year by year, more and more crowded with the wrecks of 

our scientific age. Our wars are increasing 1n destruc

tiveness, and our revolutions as weli. 

Now men are learning about these two 

illusions which the scientific age has created,--the 

illusion that man can be understood in terms of the 

mechanical iaws operative in the physical world, and the 

illusion that the increase of scientific knowledge in and 
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by itself contributes to human happiness, and the 

recognition of these two illusions has set in motion 

1n recent years a counter-intellectual. movement which 

goes by the name of humanism. In other woras, humanism 

is not new~ rt came into vogue during the 

renaissance, and at that tima humanism meant the re

direction of the interests of man from purely theologic 

thought to essentially human interests and considerations. 

Humanism in those days meant a shifting of interes.ts 

:from the heavens to the earth, from the hereafter to the 

now. Humanism was a turning away from scholastic 

speculation to seientifio investigation. 

HUmanism rediscovered the fine classic 

tradition of the love of life, and the beauty of i1fe, 

and the glory o~ the free intelligence, and called man 

back from his preoccupation in theologic thought and in 

the world to come to this world in which he lives, and 

to the need of making t his world a pleasanter place 1n 

which to live. 

Now modern humanisnt is a bit different. 

Modern humanism 1s an attack not on the usurpation of 

theology but rather on the usurpation of science, or 

rather that part of science which seeks to impose, without 

any warrant or justification, upon men, a philosophy of 
~~ ~ . 

f~~:;_~e ~n~~~ -~onism., a philosophy of anima1 materialism, 

thereby robbing man of much of the glory and beauty of life. 



-I 

Now the humanist maintains that while it 

is true that man shareswf.th all other animals much that 

is physical and animalic, there is still a sphere left 

ror man alone, a sphere which is unique unto man, and 

which in essence constitutes all that man really is, and 

that sphere is the sphere of conscious intelligence, of 

spiritual. awareness, of capacity for self-appraisal and 

self-examination, of moral freedom and volition, over 

and above mants instinctive reactions to stimuli of 

art, of literature, of science, of ideals. 

This sphere, then, in w hie h the animal. 

does not share, represents man's true world, and that 

world is sufficient unto itself, a law unto itself, 

autonomous, and must be understood and interpreted in 

terms of itself and in terms of the mechanical laws which 

are operative outside in the physical world. 

The humanist maintains that while it is 

true that man is a part of nature, it is also true that 

he is unlike any other part or nature, and it is this 

unl.ikeness which represents what we call man. Now the 

scientist tal-ces a reverse point of view. The scientist 

is interested in those facts about man whioh are found 

elsewhere in nature or in the animal worl.d. The scientist 

likes to put man into the physical world and read him and 

interpret him by the same canon as he reads and inter

prets the rest ot nature. The humanist takes man out or 
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that wor1-d , and insot'ar as man has something 1tl i ch is 

unlike the rest of nature, he is interested in reading 

him and interpreting him in that sphere in which he is 

unlike, separate and distinct. 

The humanist, therefore, is opposed not 

only to any and every naturalistic philosophy which 

conceives of man as only an animal, but he is also opposed 

to every tendency which surrenders man to the animal 

part of him. In other words, he is opposed to any and 

every tendency which simply means the giving of free 

scope and play to the animal instincts and impulses and 

proclivities of man. Every such impulse, says the 

}nnpsnist, must be curbed and controlled by that sphere 

or worl.d which is trul.y the human wor ld, namely, the 

intellect. Therefore the humanis t 1s opposed to what 

we cali romanticism, to what we call excessive seir

expression or temperamental.ism, to anything and every-

thing which is not subjected to the control of an 

enlightened and critioai human judgment. 

The humanist harks back, like his conf'rere, 

the humanist or a few hundred years ago, to the classio 

tr~ditions, to the Greek tradition of the balance--the 
.,.. 

sopheoszye--temperanoe, the proper measure in lif'e. The 

modern humanist too is opposed to extremes, to the 

extreme of rationtlism and to the extreme of mysticism.. 

And what is quite important in the outlook of the humanist 

-6-



is this: that he believes that the perfection or man can 

come about, must come about, through self-discipline and 

self-controi, not necessarily through the increase of 

scientific knowledge. The humanist believes in self

cultivation and self-improvement, not merely through the 

acquisition or more and more or scientific information, 

but through probing deeper and deeper into human life 

and human values; through the cultivation of finer dis

criminations and finer sensibilities; through coming in 

contaat with the great minds of the past; through liter

ature and art; through all. that the mind of man has 

created in these centuries. He 1s not a reformer; he 

does not attempt to reconstruct society. He is interested 

in saving, as it were, his own soui, of cultivating his 

own lite. 

To sum up, then, the attitude of the 

humanist is opposed to the attitude of all natural.istio 

philosophies which try to degrade man•s estate, whic try 

to destroy the concept that man is a little lower than 

the angels, which try to see him as just a more skilfull 

and more enterprising animal.. The humanist is interested 

in man and in that world of values, artistic, intel ectual. 

and moral, which man and nen a1one has created,--with al1 

or which, of course, religion has no quarrei. In fact, 

the position of the humanist is taken over bodily from 

religion. 

_,,_ 



When the humanist speaks of the status or 

man, or morai freedom, of man.1s capacity to perfect himsel , 

the humanist is employing religious terminology. These 

concepts are the basic postulates or the basic assumptions 

of ali true spiritual religion, an~ the rise or modern 

humanism is just another indication that men, after they 

follow the enticements of strange gods, after they 

pursue the wil.1-o'-tha-wisp of strange philosop,hies, are 

compelled in disiilusionment and in frustration and in 

dread of morai nihilism, to return to the basic and 

eternal dogmas, M you will~ of religion. 

What is or interest in modern humanism is 

this: that some humanists would like to make their 

philosophy of life a substitute for religion. They would 

like to make their creed,--which we can summarize best 

by calling it the creed of moral intelligence,--they would 

like to make this creed a substitute for the religious 

creed or mankind, and they would like to build up a system 

of morals without God. 

Now·, it is my belief that no moral system, 

however beautiful, will have any driving power unless it 

is based on divinity. The mare moral systems which have 

survived and which are today touching the lives or 

hundreds or millions or human beings, are those systems 

which are grounded in an invincible faith in a purposefu1 

world, and in the existence or a creative and mora1 
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1ntelllgenae in the universe whence their own morai 

idealism derives. 

r should like to stress that thought, to 

cl.arify it, if I can. You cannot buil.d up a world of 

human morai values and purposes in a universe which you 

know to be without values and without ends and without 

purposes and without reason. Your own world, if it is 

at all to satisfy you,must be a reflex of that great 

universe about you. rr you know that your own world 

is on:ly an artificial. creation of yours, which does not 

correspond to anything in real.ity, then in moments or 

crisis your worl.d will collapse. 

You cannot speak of the need of s el r

discipline, as the humanist does, without knowing just 

why you ought to discipline yourself. If there are no 

ends and goal.sin life, it the world is just a blind, 

unheeding mechanim, and you an unessential being of an 

hour, to be burnt up and consumed and annihilated, then 

why struggle and strive to se1-f-d1sc1pl1ne and control. 

yourselt? Why not adopt that other philosophy, which 

is more logical. in a world assumed to be without intelll

genoe and purpose,--"Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow 

we die?,.? 

Nor oan you buiid a system of morais upon 

pure1y human experienoe. There is nothing in human 

experience which te1ls us that human lire is holy. There 



is nothing in human experience which tells us that we 

ought to protect the weak, that we ought not to hate our 

enemies, that we ought to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

Nothingt These exalted idetls are simply the outreachings 

of the soul of man towards that ideal perfection whioh 

he reels to exist in the universe and which he calls God. 

They are postulates which have never been proved, which 

cannot be proved, which man has accepted without proor, 

and accepted them because his religious intuition, it 

you will, told him that these are the supreme val.ues 

in life. 

And then again, any moral system which has 

no religious sanction will have no continuity. Mr. 

Chesterton has recently written a very stimulating 

article in which he brings out this thought: that 

humanism is ve-ry much of a mood, and that you cannot 

build a system of life upon a mood or an attitude which 

may change. If all that we have to build on are the 

human ideals of this hour, we have nothing very stable 

to build on,because ideals are in the habit or changing 

from generation to generation, and o~tentimes from decade 

to decade. Mr. Chesterton, for example, points out how 

radioally our attitude towards the ideal of democracy has 

changed in the last few years. A decade or two ago we 

accepted democracy as an axiom., incontrovertible, not 

even requiring proofs. 'roday the best of humanists are 
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questioning this ideal or democracy. This ideal.~ 

democracy is an ideal. unto itself, sacred and invioiable. 

Now in a worid of such changing moods, 1r 

you wish to construct a moral system which will. abide, 

you have to ground that moral system not 1n moods but 

in doctrines, and cJocrtines which are .anchored to unchang

ing religious concepts, doctrines which find their source 

in an unchanging God. And that is why humanism cannot be 

a religion. The great value of a religion is in that 

it tides you over your periods of doubt and uncertainty. 

The great tradition of the ages and the accumulated 

experiences of thousands of years crystall.ized in 

concepts and doctrines and convictions tides you over 

when you are in doubt and perple~ity. 

HUmanism leaves everything more or less to 

the individua1, and the individual.. is a very moody, 

changing person. 

And lastl.y, humanism is not a religion and 

cannot take the place of religion because, lacking as it 

does, the divine impulse, the divine mandate, it lacks 

the social urge. The humanist is concerned in one human 

in itself, not articularly in hwna.nity. Religion is 

more than ti1uoan·1sm. Religion is humani tarianis:m; religion 

is prophetic; religion is concerned with the reconstruc

tion of society after the higher affairs or truth and 

Justice and beauty. It is not enough for religion that 
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a man, an intelleotuai aristoorat, a cultured Brahman, 

retires into his ivory tower and there meditates upon the 

best ways or perfecting himself. That is not enough. 

Religion demands of every true devotee to enter the bloody 

arena or life and do battle for the sanctities of 11re. 

It is not enough to know beauty; it is to enable others 

to share be au ty. 

The humanist prides himselr upon the possession 

or a certain intellectual detachment, of a certain 

philosophic cal.m. \fell, the human race is not yet ready 

for such an attitude of detachment and Philosophic oalDl. 

There is all too much of brutality and vulgarity and 

poverty and sin and. war and hate in the world to permit 

its choioest spirits to retire into a world of their own, 

from which they shut out the clamor and the criesand the 

noise and the misery o~ the wor1d, and live their own 

contemplative existence. 

Humanism, my friends, is not a way of lif'e; 

it is only an attitude and a mood. The real way of life 

must have a goal, beoause when the way has no goal there 

will be no pilgrims upon that way. And what is human life 

if it 1s not a pilgrimage? When ~he great intoxication 

with scientific achievement is over, and man discovers 

how much of an aching void there still remains in his 

life, and how little mechanism and invention have 

oontributed to his spiritual peace and contentment and 
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ha:rmony or living, he will return, contrite and humble, 

unto the of old, to the eternal ideals of religion; 

to a lire or piety, of oonseorations, of spiritual 

questing, to a life under the proteoting wings or God. 
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Bo:inl of T1·11 , f<•ps: 

\tr,. , ·,1111 Fn .. ,1111.111 \Ir .. I<,,. (;r""" 
\tr,. (;, ... .-~•· 1-'llrtlt \(r,. H . ( . 11d11•1··• 

,\Ir . \\,ilt11 L11ld-.111ith\li . F. I: •htlu-11111•r 

~ri. •.• :\I a q~ll<•J'it <' Fc•dp1•1 .\11111111 i 
l{('l'l' ' '(•llt:tti,·· fo1· th• T. \\' .. \, 

Temple Alu11111i 
A .. ociatiou 

\t it .\11 n11:il ~lc·l'ti11g ltt'lcl l:1 t 
:--1111d:I\' i11 th,• H:dll'IIOIII or 1l1t·, 't:itl, I' 

lfott'l,' Tilt• T1•111plt> . \lt111111i . \ • ·o,·i:i 
t ion 111:1'11· t•,· •1·:i I i111po1· a11t d •1·i · i1111:-

whi •h \\ ill ha,·• a d1•1·id •d l11•ari11:.!. ott 
it · fnt In· 01·• aniz:t1 ion anti :11'1 i,·it • 
i11 rl'l11• ' l' c•111plt•. I>_\' r:11s111, its 
11Ji1ti11111111 ;1 r,• li111it to Pig)tf<• •11 tlu• 
.\limllli 1, ,•om,•. :111 :ufult organiza 
tion. Th" , .. it., of dm• wa r:1i • <l to 
i•11:1ht • 1h • 1rg:rniwtion to tltrnw op,·11 
:di of it. :id i, i it' 1 o i1 llll'tul> I' , . 

.\ n •, • pn,•.-i·:1 Ill polic·. • ,, a • adopt •cl 
\\ hic·li t•cm1111it. 11H' or11 :111izat ion t, 
adi,·it it• · wl1i ·11 :1n• :d1110 t •. <·lnsh•p f • 
of :tit ,•cltw:tfiou:tl 01· <·t1lt11r:il 11:1t11rc•. 

Tlit· fo llowi 11g otli,·Pr :11ul lll<'rtit ·1· • 0 f 
the• l>o:trd \\t'l'I' c•lc•c·tl'cl for 1l1c• ,v :ir 

l!l:.!H :W: 

EL-i<' , '1•l111:111 - P1·1• id,•11t. 
\\':tltn :0Jdl1:1111l'r \'i,·1 · J>1 ·,• . . 

,'vh·ia J.:1ih111:111- l •c· . ,·•,··.,·. 
,,:'tht>l \\',•i11,•r-('01Tt•.·. •' '(' 'r. 
<; H'j.! • Tr.1 uh- Tr ·:t \11·t•r 

\I 'tTill <lrc '-Iii torian 

F(11n•IU-I' B1 •1·),u\\ il;i: 
I In\\ :ird Bl• lo111tlt •ld 
\\'illia111 U,·11f,1 •h 
ltd1f'tlt• I)('\ I,\' 

. 'd til Pt',:,,· 
I ia1·11lt l F, •il1 11h.rn111 
,l111i:111 <:.1h in 
\lu1 (1111 !11l1lha111t l' 
I : 1 hPl Ila t I 111,111 
I. •1111anl ll:1rt111 :111 
Hila lloll,111rl1 •r 
\J ,11-~lll'l'ilP , ., dt• l 

:\I ,.. ... , r,·t .J :1111• 
~.di\• .Jall1• 
l\ :11·i .J11,1•plt 
I n •im.:- !\ant> 
B.-11 I\ ll' ill 
.111,· hlt ·i tl 
1: ·,h, •l' 1,lm:;a 
.l.11 111· \l.tltl, •r 
\hill .'ih,1111:111 

Tlt1wJ,.rt· .'pill : 1 

\\'illtur . 1t•111 •r 
. \11 ft., l 'll111v 



Temple Religious School 
Report for the Week 

'J'o1:il (•111 · llnu:ui, i11tl11ding th 
If igl1 N ·1 1001- 1,:134 . 

. ·u,ul it• r o • l npit, E:iud 1·0 ·arfrn t o 
!1 111 grad ·, itH·ln~i ,. - 1 ,~OH. 

' 1'11< a, t•rng ' at 1 Prnl:m<·t.' f 1· th 
" •pk- H+ IC • 

' I l1t· f< lhnriug- <·la: . t.' H had 1 ( % 
:d I ·ud : tn1·p; Kg. L\li ,· : p·kk l; :...B, 
. l L· • Uup; :u, :\IL •1-4 ~larkowitz; :lE, 
. l r . F,-i<•d111:w; 4 B :\Tl':. F'rm1k ,] ; 
~ I•', \) r. l>n•. ·t.~r: 7 .\, ~Ii .':; Uimp; 7E 
. Ir:. L_\ m:.i,; ' B. "i.·" Cop nhagcn; 
H.\, >.Ii.·.· \\'ol<lni:.rn; HK, 1f rs. R ich; 
H(', ~Ii ,,.· Krnu. ( ; HE, !H', )1 i,._ . Rul1iu. 
Sunshine Fund 

'r}1p (•<>11 ,,.tio11 of tl1<.' , nn. ltin 

CalP11dar of Closi11g 
Rv ~,zts for the 
Relig·o .,s School 

► at unfay, .} nnc 1 .-1, and , ' 11u'1ay, 
.J mw :!ml, n1 l ll: :1 !1 .\. ~f. Fin:i I 
Exarninat-ion.· . 

,\111<lav, ,JU11l' ~11<.l- lo::10 .\. :\l. in 
.. falll<'r • Tl a 11- U rn<lnntion Rxt•n·i:c. • 
0 f T mp] • JI igl1 , t·hool J) p:1 dUl('llt. 

Fri«laY, .June 14th, l•'ir-;t 1lay of 
, h~buot'h, . ::rn A. ~I. 'onCil·m:1tio11 
] ,. X 'l'('i. (' , . 

I lllld.ty, .Jun. ltHh- rn::rn A. :\L
H:11ly l tl_\' and ( '}( :iug- Ext•i·cL·<-..· for 
the Hcligi n.' ► ehool. 

l •'uwl fol' 1 ht.' WPPk :nnonntt'cl t ngr -
$:25.09. g·nfomal Pi(•11ie nt 1',u licl B a 11 P .. rk. 

The Teniple Wishes to Acknowledge with Thanks the 
Following Contributions: 

To the Floral Fund 

l r. :ind :\[r . , ' . B. ► t 111 

tr~. J◄;dmond )(. Laz:ml 
all(} , i t 1· 

E<lg:tr ,T. :m<l Rnlph JI. lo? 
and Mr.·. . Li b nthal 

:\I 1'.' . . K C. Fl i chmnn, Ir .. . 
0. J L K1 inmnn ancl )fi. , 
Kth r Huma11 

J n rnt•morr of moth ·1· ll t·:-i. :\latil,]a l~aLH.•L' 
In lltt•uwr~· of moth •r , ;\Ir . T...oui ► 11 1 1· J1 

lu 111< •nwr,,· of 11 0 h r, Flor.i ~dnrnl1 

In 111 •11wr.v of :\fr~ . . \m1:1 H11m:111 

To the Scholarship Fund 
l\l r.· . 1 ' igmund .To. ph :nu1 l II llll..'lll<>ry of foth •r Kanfm:tn II. ys 

:\h . . L on ·watt 1-.· 

~Ii . . • Jlntti . ehnffnt-1· : 11 rn •nH l'Y <,I' Paul Li<'lH•uthat an 1 :\I 1· . . , •Ui • 
B. l'"l i°11 

L .. 1 r and lfa:t lh• l 11 IHL' 1t101·r of fotl1 · 1· 1•.rn i l . \ t1 P l'h:1<·l1 

Atwrl.rn It 
r l'. C lt<l ::\fr.. . Loui B. I II lll VJJJOl 'Y of :\I l' :.,, •• 

1

1'11 i1 • J L Kkiu 
] g1a 1 1' 

1 rs. LPll:l. Pr ntk 111 m m r~r of ; r ]'. )I. - 'OtTi.- if Oni:d1:t 

. Ir· . 1_.\loni. . Schaffner l 11 11wm 1·y of moth r, :\ft-.,. navicl I• nl1l 
l•',·0111 the Quilting ,( 'in·k o f 'I h t· T <.• mpl ' \YonH't1 ' s ~\~.'<wia im i11 JJH •rno 1·y 

<11' :\(I' . .'.\1. 1loni.• of Oma h:1. 

.JJ11 :tlBrmnriuttt 
W', n•t' r tl with dt.'L'P OJ'l'OW thC' d nth of 1'1 R, ' . l>DJJ◄; ' L luring ti ' 

pa w<.' k :rnc1 xt01Hl the •011<1 1 n , of tht· < 'ou 1· •gation t l, r a,· d 

family. 
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