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MY friends, I shall not discuss this morning 

the riots whioh took place in Palestine in the early 

fall. The fullest publicity was given to them, and 

nothing can be gained by recounting them. I believe it 

would be much more helpful if we studied the meaning or 

those disturbances, the lessons which we may learn from 

them, the possible w~ys of averting a repetition of them 

in the future. 

Both the Arabs and the Jews in Palestine 

learned some lesson as a result of the sad things which 

took plaoe there. The first lesson, I believe, which the 

Arabs learned is that the Jes or Palestine cannot be 

intimidated by pogroms, bloodsheds. They are resolved, 

grimly resolved, to defend with their very lives the 

things which they have builded there with their sweat 

and their sacrifices. They will not be terrorized by 

the sight even of 130 of their own slain and double that 

number wounded. Wherever they had a chance the Jews of 

Palestine defended themselves bravely as befits free men, 

and made the attacking mob pay very dearly. The memory 

ot the magnificent defense of Rehaviah and Talipot and 

• other settlements, will, I believe, long aot as a deterrent 

upon the ardor and the lust of the attacking hordes, even 

as they will long remain a shining testimonial to the 

courage and intrepidity or the Jewish settlements in 
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Palestine. 

The sacond lesson whioh I believe the Arabs 

will learn from the recent ooourrenoes is that the Jews 

of the world will not be deterred from their fixed 

purpose to upbuild the .Tewish national home by any 

display of foroe or terror. Great historical forces are 

driving the Jews of the world to this task, and opposition 

can make the task more difficult and not less compelling. 

To the wild outbursts of' fanatic hordes, determined to 

destroy what the Jews have built there, the Jews of the 

world have given, I believe, a firm, dignified and 

determined repl.y: "We shall carry on. ' 

Shortly after the outbreaks I was asked to 

give what I regarded as the Jewish answer, and I wrote 

down the following: n~ve shall carry on. fe are an 

ancient race, long acquainted with suffering. our lone 

and weary way has been strewn with our martyred dead, but 

we were never deterred. New graves now mark our course; 

we sbll not now be deterred. We shall carry on. Had we 

reared death, we should not now be alive; had the dread _, 
, 

of sacrifice and the fury of madden~d -·nordes af'f'righted .,, 

us, we should now be ooming~~dust with the mighty 

nations of' yesterday, 

perished in 

refuge in armies and 

But our strength is the 

irrevocab of' the spirit. So we carry on. 

are a patient race. At the feet of stern ma. sters 
we learned the wisdom and courage of patience. We can 
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wait; we have wait6d. While time rushed by us, while 

nations raged and empires crumbled we waited. We 

covenanted 1th eternity never to forget Jerusalem. 

Through twenty centuries we have not forgotten; we shall 

not now forget. What we have builded others are now 

turning into ruins. e shall build again upon the ruins 

patiently; we know how to build upon ruins. We shall 

carry on. 

" , e are a proud race,--too proud to hate. 1e 

have felt the keen edge of treachery before, of broken 

pledges and unrequited trusts. , e have been admonished 

not to place our trust in priests or ruling powers. They 

befriend us when they need us and betray us in the end. 

our trust is in God and in our own unconquerable will. 

Only the defeated take refuge in hate. e are the 

undefeated. We carry on. Heb•Dn, sated and Jerusalem, 

our holy cities, they .are holier now and more precious 

to us because of the fresh blood which has sanctified 

them. That blood shall be the blood of our rebirth. 

Our hearts ache for these dear dead, but there is vast 

comfort in that their martyrdom is unlike the martyrdom 

of their brothers slain in the Ukraine, vain and wasted 

sacrifices on alien soil. These died in the land or 

Israel and for the land of Israel. Great is the 

sacrifice, but greater still is the glory. They have 

taught us how to carry on. 

"e sent to the Holy Land emissaries of peace, 
__ __,,;_-+-------
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builders and planters, toilers of the soil, and teachers 

or men, not soldiers; not a bayonet among the hosts of 

our people who went forth out of slavery to the land of 

their promise. They cleared the wilderness, they brought 

fruitfulness to the waste places; they reclaimed the 

desert high ~ay for human progress; they brought light 
~-':¥ii 

and healing ~the sacred arts of peace. They have now 

been met with the sword. So be it. e shall carry on." 

defeated. 

or the Jewish people, my friends, cannot be 

lot alone is its honor at stake, but those 

conditions and forces which kept the hope of the re

building of its national home alive in the life of the 

Jewish people for two th0usand years arestill present, 

are still present and operative to day. In many parts 

of the world t he Jews still suffer disabilities, if not 

political, then certainly economic and educationa.1. In 

many parts of the world they are still h~mmed in by 

restrictions, formal or tacit; in many parts of the world, 

even in those countries where they enjoy political citizen

ship, they are made to feel their homelessness. Every 

great historic group today prides itself upon its cultur-

al development and upon the nurturing of its own spiritual 

creativeness. The Jewish group, the most alert and 

sensitive, perhaps, of all great historic groups, because 

it lacks a national center, is denied this privilege and 

this opportunity. 

So that the Jews of the world cannot be 



expected to forego this great opportunity which destiny 

has brought to it with the Balfour Declaration and the 

mandate over Palestine. The Jews were justified in 

proceeding with their program of expansion and restric

tion in Palestine, because their claims received 

recognition not alone at the hands of Great Britain, 

not alone at the hands or the successive governments 

or Great Britain, but their historic claim$ received 

approval at the hands of almost every civilized govern

ment in the world, including our own; and it was on the 

strength of this nigh universal sanction that the Jews 

went into Palestine within the last ten years, a hundred 

thousand of its picked nen, and poured into Palestine 

fifty millions of dollars to help in the rehabilitation 

of that country. How can, therefore, a few riots, 

however bloody they may be, force the Jews to retreat? 

And how can a few riots make Great Britain, pledged as 

it is, solemnly pledged, publicly pledged, break its 

pledge? 

Fortunately, there is no danger that Great 

Britain will change its policy. Its sense of fairness, 

its honor, its sober-judgment, will not permit it. 

A recent editorial in the anchester Guardian, 

by rrr. Davis, spokesman of the Labor party in control of 

labor, and which paper is also the spokesman or all the 

labor forces of England, has this to say: "The Palestin

ian mandate as undert~en as a solemn duty. Government 
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has succeeded government but there has been no hesitation 

about the task we then accepted. We accepted it not in 

the belief' that creation of' a home for the .Jewish people 

was an experiment to be tried today and thrown over 

tomorrow, but in the sense that British statesmanship 

cou:Ld lay the foundation of' a st~ble, tolerant and 

progressive state. Has anything happened to discredit 

that view? The Jewish emigrates have done their part, 

giving freely of their energy and self for the develop

ment of the land and the creation of civilizing institu

tions. The task of the British Government, acting as 

the trustee of the League of' Nations, is to see that this 

state is governed justly and wisely, that life and 

property are safe, that all races receive justice, and 

that the traditions and memories of their religion and 

their customs are not wounded. This is the kind of 

task in which we have achieved some -success in other 

parts of the world. These demand qualities some or 

which, at any rate, the British people have proved 

themselves to possess. As a governing people the 

government has made it clear that our policy remains 

fixed and unchanged. It is indeed difficult to understan 

how anybody could suggest that the recent disturbance 

should shake our determination to succeed in tha.t task . 

" ll'tand before the world pledged to do. We hold a 

commission from the League or Nations; we have given our 

word to the Jews . It is not al way.s wrong and al wa ya 
-------t------
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undignified for a nation to step back. On the contrary, 

it is right that it is dignified to step back hen or 

duty to others demands it, but to step back fiom a task 

such as this because we find it J ifficult and think it 

may be expensive, on the ground that it is demanded by 

our duty to ourselves, ~ould be an act of oo~ardice, 

bringing upon us lasting shame." 

so that I believe the Arabs in Palestine 

iill learn before long that neither the Jews nor Gr~at 

Britain will yield to pressure. The drastic punishment 

which is today being ~eted out to the perpetrators of 

the recent riots in Palestine by British justice is 

already having a sobering effect upon the rab agitators. 

'I'hey had hoped to be regarded as revolutionists; they 

are being treated as they deserved to be treated--as 

brigands, looters and assassins. 

But the Jews in Palestine, too, have 

learned some lessons from the recent disturbances. The 

most important 1s this: that the problem of Arab-Jewish 

relationships has not yet been solved, and that it is 

the nost vital problan confronting the Jewish settlers 

in Palestine. Heretofore many Palestinian Jews ere 

inclined to ignore the whole problem. They treated it, 

if at all, in a passing 1ay, as if there were no Arabs 

in Palestine, as if they did not constitute the majority 

in Palestine, and as if they ere not becoming year by 

year politically more self-conscious. ven the Zionists 
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treated the rab problem as of secondary importance, 
• 

~hen in reality it is of the foremost importance. While 

it is true that these last disturbances did not constitute 

an Arab uprising; while it is true that not at all all 

the rabs participated in these riots, that perhaps 

no more than five percent of them were guilty of partic

ipation; while it is true,undoubtedly true, that these 

riots were instigated by Arab political careerists and 

adventurers, like the rurti himself, a political. 

adventurer who eight years ago was sentenced to a long 

term of imprisonment because of his complicity in the 

riots in alestine in 1920,-- hile all this is true, 

it nevertheless remains true also that these agitators 

found ready ears in Palestine,that the soil was not 

unresponsive to their plantings of hate, that the .Arabs 

in . alestine are not freindly to the Jew, even in those 

oases where they are not openly hostile. 

They are suspicious, they nistrust, and 

nothing of a constructive nature has been done in recent 

years by the Jews of Palestine to persuade the rabs 

that they are not caning there to do them harm but to 

join with them in the common task of building up a common 

homeland. ~or the Arab, too, looks upon Palestine as his 

homeland. He has lived there f for centuries; it is his 

fatherland, and the ree:ll.ties or the situation compel us 

to recognize this fact. 

Now the Balfour Declaration can be easily 



I 

-
V 

misunderstood by such people. It certainl.y can be 

easiiy misinterpreted and distorted by clever politicians 

bent upon misinterpreting; so that it was not a difficult 

task for them to persuade the naive and simple, and in 

many instances illiterate, Arabs, that the Balfour 

Declaration means to deprive them of their home. Now 

the .Tews have done little to dissipate these fears of the 

Arabs; in fact, in some instances, a few irresponsible 

zealots among them, through 111 considered statements, 

writings and demonstrations, actually fed these fears 

of the Arabs. Certaitly no thoughtful and constructive 

program for a .rewish-Arab concord has been worked out, 

and the Arabs were left to the propaganda of their own 

shameless political agitators. 

Now while 1 t 1 s not an easy task, I know, to 

persuade the Arabs, it is, to my mind, not an impossible 

task to persuade them that the Jews are coming to 

Palestine not to exploit them but to work 1th thEID. in 

the common task or building up a common fatherland; for 

it is quite possible and feasible to develop the Jewish 

national homeland in Palestine in such a political fol'!!l 

as woul.d take cognizance of the fact that there are two 

nations within that one territory. It is quite possible 

for the Arabs to develop their national homeland side by 

side with the Jewish national homeland. SWitzerland is 

a oase in point; Canada is another oase in point. The 

tact that one people is free to develop its own cultural
1
__.. ____ __ 
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religious and economic life and to enjoy the fullest 

measure of political. freedom, does not mean that 

another people or group or race living in that self

same territory is thereby deprived of that right. And 

surely 1 t "'NO uld not be d i ffi cult -to di.sa buse the minds 

of the Arabs of any fears on the ground or religion 

whioh they may have. The fear that the Jews have oome 

to Palestine to deprive them of their holy places is the 

most fantastic and unreal of fears. The Jews have 

always revered the sacred places of other peoples; they 

have respected them. All they have asked for is that 

a similar respect be granted to their sanctities. As 

for example, the Jews have had an immemorial right to 

worship at the ' estern all. hat right was not denied 

them even under the o1d Turkish regime. They claim no 

more than that very right today. 

-he whole matter of the . astern .. all has been 

over-emphasized. It should be borne in mind that in 

the eyes of the Jews the estern aii (Kotel Maarav1) 

does not at all occupy the same position as the .rosque 

of Omar does in tbe eyes of the Mohammedans, or the 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher :tin the eyes of the 

Christians. The Xotel i aaravi is not a hol.y shrine. 

We haTe no holy shrines in Judaism; a:rn it 1s only the 

insolent interference at the~ estern all on the part 

of some ~anatic Arabs, bent upon making disturbance, that 
the 

this whole matter assumed/importance in Arabic-Jewish 
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relationships hich it has. 

The jews and Arabs need never fight in Pales-

tine over religion. They are the two religions which 

perhaps nost closely approximate one another, because 

they are both monotheistic religions. The Jew knows 

what it means to be persecuted on the ground or religion, 

just as he knows the tragedy or homelessness, and he 

~ould be the last one to seek to interfere with the 

religious freedom ot another one, or to deprive another 

man or another people of their home. 

The Arab can be persuaded by a systematic 

campaign of education on the basis of facts and 

actualities that the coming of the Jews to Palestine 

has benefitted him. Any measure of prosperity whioh the 

Jews brought there the Arabs shared in fully. 

inston Churchill, who was once upon a time 

Secretary of State for the Colonies or Great Britain, 

recently said of the Jewish achievements in Palestine: 

"The Jews have brought to the Arabs nothing but good 

gifts, more wealth, more trade, more civilization, new 

sources of revenue, more employment, a higher rate or 

wages, larger cultivated areas, a better water supply, 
reason 

in a world of fruits of/. and modern science. Anyone 

who has seen, as I have, the beautiful garden township 

or Tel-Aviv, or the fruitful groves or will. 

need no further convincing. Here out of the blistering 

desert patience, industry and civilizing intelligence 
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have created green,smiling fields and vineyards and 

delicious, shady groves, the home of thriving, happy, 

simple communities, who, even if there had been no 

Balfour Declaration, will deserve the strong protection 

and sympathy of free and enlightened people in eveey 

quarter or the globe." 

hen the Jews stamped malaria out in Palestine, 

the Arab benefitted rrom it; ihen the Jews reduced 

trachoma in Palestine, the ~rab and their children 

beneritted from it; when the Jews built hospitals and 

clinics in alestine, their doors were opene~ to Arab, 

Jew and Christian alike, and when the Jews raised the 

standard of living wages and conditions of employment 

in Palestine, the rab orkingnan benefitted from those 

gifts; and it is perhaps this economic fact which is 

largely responsible for the hostility of the rab 

effendie to the Zionist achievements in Palestine, for 

up to now the rab effendi was free to exploit shamefully 

the rab workingman, to pay him a few miserable piasters 

a day, and work him as he worked the camel and the horse. 

The coming of the Jew revolutionized the 

economic life or the country and broke the ezploitive 

power or the effendi over the Arab worker. the Jew in 

Palestine possesses today no rights which the Arab does 

not, and the rab today enjoys more freedom: and more 

opportunity under the mandatary than he ever did under 

the old Turkish regime. Please bear in mind that not one 

-12-



Arab h~s been compelled to emigrate from Palestine because 

of the incoming of new Jewish immigrants. Palestine is 

to this day still a sparsely settled country. There is 

no iota of reason in the statement that you frequently 

hear, that the Jews have been crowding the Arabs out. 

The Jews have crowded not a single Arab out or Palestine, 

and the govern.~ent of Palestine has certainly not 

favored the Jews as against the Arabs; in fact, we have 

continuously had our grievances against the Palestinian 

government. We have always felt that the Jews in 

Palestine were being disfavored. 

Recently thes& grievances were summarized 

in an article which appeared in the Nation, written by 

an Anglo-jewish journalist of ~epute, William Zuckerman, 

and the summarized these grievances as follows: First, 

the British land policy in Palestine. The policy has 

been to distribute whatever free crown land there was in 

Palestine to the Arab only. The Jews have not received 

one inch of free land for colonization purposes. They 

have had to buy and pay dearly for every acre that they 

are cultivating. Even if Palestine was not to be a 

jewish national homeland, the Palestinian Jews were 

entitled to one-fifth of the free land on the basis of 

their population. They ~eceived nothing. 

'At a meeting of the agency in Zurich, Mr. 

Wassennan, or the German Bank of Germany, made this very 

pointed comment: 'England gave us Eretz Yisroel without 
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the Jrretz.' The second grievance was the immigration 

policy. Jewish immigration into Palestine is restricted 

more than into the United States under the quota. ot 

only are Jews kept out of their national home, but they 

are being deported just as other aliens whose political 

behavior or opinions do not happen to be approved by the 

administration. Third, the system upon equal taxation, 

under which the Jews pay practically all the taxes of the 

country. Fourth, the failure of the administration to 

employ Jews on public works in Palestine. 11fth, the 

failure of the Palestinian administration to subsidize 

sufficiently the Jewish educational and health institu

tions. Although the Jews are the heaviest ta~ payers 

in Palestine, they are in addition called upon to 

support largely their ovn schools, hospitals and clinics. 

Sixth, the failure to engage Jews proportionately in 

the police and in the military defense of the country. 

Thus, for example, in Jerusalem, where the Jews con

stitute 6~ of the population, there are all together 

less than a dozen Jewish policemen. In the entire trans

Jordanian frontier force, that body of soldiers which is 

to protect the :rrontiers of Palestine, there are all 

together twenty-seven Jews, and the absence of Jews in 

the constabulary of Palestine was, during the recent 

riots, in many ways responsible for the many Jewish 

casualties. And, lastly, above all, the supercilious, 

snobbish and even downright anti-Semftic treatment which 



the Jewish population receives from the British 

administration officials. In their national home the 

Jews are being treated as if they ere natives or some 

East African colony, a treatment to which the Jews are 

not at all accustomed, for even in the lands or their 

worst persecutions the Jews were only hated; they were 

seldom looked down upon." 

So that you see the Jews, in spite of the 

Balfour Declaration, have not fared, to say the least, 

better than the Arabs. They too have their grievances. 

What does the present situation in Palestine 

demand? Taking ccrgnizanoe or the realities of- the 

situation that the Jews are there and will not retreat, 

that the Arabs are there and 111 not retire, that the 
. 

British mandatary government is there to stay, what do 

the realities of the situation demand? ell, in the 

first place, they demand deliberate action on the part 

of the leaders, the most saber minded and the most far 

visioned leaders among the Jews and the Jrabs,--aotion 

to find a way or reoonciliation, a way out of the problem, 

a way which will enable both peoples to work oooperativelJ 

in Palestine; and this can be done only on the basis or 

a olear cut political agreement between the two peoples 

in Palestine, and until this po11,1oal agreement has been 

entered into and perfected, which will give the Jew the 

conviction that he will not be interfered with in the 

upbuilding of his national home, and at the same time wil 
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give the rabs the conviction that their national 

aspirations will not be interfered with, until that 

agreement 1s reached by the Jews and the Arabs in 

Palestine, there 111 always be a menace lurking in 

the offing, disturbances and riots. 

secondly, the emergernes of the situation 

demand that the Palestine government shall take the 

initiative in helping these two groups to find the way 

out, the way of reconciliation. Heretofore the Palestin

ian government had built its policy of administration 

on the traditional colonial policy of Great Britain to 

hold a balance of power, as it were, between contending 

groups; to be the referee, the arbiter between two 

opposing camps. That has been fatal to amicable Arabio

Je ish relationships in Palestine; for that attitude of 

the government of a referee meant that both Jews and 

Arabs were almost always suspicious of the government 

and of each other. They were deliberately put by the 

attitude of the British government in the emotional frame 

of mind, if you will, of two groups who must of necessity 

be opposed to one another. 

Now it is the business of the administration in 

Palestine to end that reprehensible policy which has led 

to anarchy and to bloodshed. It must do something very 

constructive, very concrete, first, to persuade the Jews 

that it is in e rnest in carrying out the implications or 

the mandate 1n building up the Jewish national homel d· ~ --+-------
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and in the second place, it must convince the Arabs that 

it is in earnest about giving full scope to the political 

aspirations of the Arabs. • A new type of administrator, 

in other words, is demanded in Palestine today. The 

present administrators of Palestine come from other 

British colonies where their task has been to suppress 

national aspirations, just to administer the country as 

a subject country, as practically and as equitably as 

they could; but in Palestine the problem is diametrically 

different. In Palestine the task of these administrators 

is to encourage the national aspirations of these 

people and realize them, and consequently a new type or 

administrator is demanded in Palestine, if Palestine is 

not to continue to go the way of anarchy and disorder. 

What does the present situation demand of us 

Jews outside of Palestine? Clearly action, increased 

action. Je must show our strength by sending more men 

into the country and more money, by accelerating the 

tempo of our activities in Palestine. I believe that the 

Jews of the world will do that. The formation of the 

Jewish Agency last SUllll:ler in Zurich was, to me, a pledge 

on the part of universal Israel to upbuild Palestine 

as quickly and as wisely as it is capable ot. 

I W1 sh I had the time to tell more about this 

Jewish Agency,but time does not permit me. That gatherina 

in Zurich, which brought together the choicest spirits 

of all people trom all parts of the world, was the most 
----t------
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colorful, the most inspiring assembly which I ever 

attended, and one which will undoubtedly go down in 

Jewish history as marking a turning point in our people's 

career. You saw on the one platform men who represented 

not only different countries but different civilizations 

in different centuries. You saw at one corner Albert 

.uinstein, and Lord Helcher, and 7Tasserrnann, and Leon 

Bllllll, and Herbert Samuels, and Louis 1 arshall; and on 

the other hand Rabbi Zoul of Jena, and some Chassidic 

rabbitz from the heart of Galicia,--scholars, artists, 

scientists, merchants, workingmen,--the whole of the 

Jewish world was reflected in that marvelous assembly; 

and out of it came the one determination and proclama~ 

tion: that this great task in which we have entered 

shall be accomplished in such a way as will refleet 

glory and credit upon our people,--whether Zionist or 

non-Zionist, whether persuaded of the political program 

of Zionism or not, whether· astern European or Ee.stem 

European, whether high in the c ouncils or the mighty or 

humble, whether rich or poor, all Jews must unite, for 

their honor demands it, to see that this heroic experi

ment whioh has been undertaken to rebuild an ancient 

land, which has been neglected for centuries, to turn 

the wilderness into a garden, to build up upon our 

ancient hills of Judea vineyards, to plant schools and 

academies and a university, to revive an ancient 

oivil1zation,to establish anotrer storehotme or Jewish 
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spiritual and intellectual creativeness, that this 

magnificent experiment shall not fail . 

. y friends, the Jewish people has a long 

memory. It never forgets. It may forget and forgive 

its enemies; it never forgets its friends, and every 

son of Israel who will write himself down today as a 

lover of Eretz Yisroel, as a friend, as a loyal son of 

the covenant, the covenant which said, ''If r forget 

thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget 1 ts cunning," 

--anyone who will subscribe himself today a loyal son 

of Israel, will not be forgotten by Jewish history. 

rt is the most momentous and the most challenging thing 

which is now going on in Jewish ·11te . 

Blessed is the man or. voman who will not be 

found wanting. 

---o--
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overreached itself in threatening Anglo-Jewry with 
anti-Jewish feeling in Great Britain unless the 
policy embodied in the Balfour Declaration is 
withdrawn. Considering that these methods of in
timidation have been tried so ruthlessly and so 
unsuccessfully by some of the Arab agitators, the 
Daily !11ail's attempt in the same direction does 
not strike us as very resourceful. In any case, we can 
assure our contemporary that its threats will be as 
ineffective as they certainly are contemptible. 

* * * 

AN informed and authoritative view on the situ
ation is contained in the article by Mr. Winston 

Churchill which appeared in the S1mday Times. As 
a former ecretary of tate for the Colonies in 1921, 

Mr. Churchill has intimate knowledge of Palestine 
and Zioni t affairs, a knowledge deepened through 
his visits to Palestine. And he tells the world in 
his characteristic, vivid and colourful language, that 
the Jews have done no harm to the Arabs in Pales
tine. On the contrary, he says: 

"They have brought them nothing but good 
gifts, more wealth, more trade, more civilisation, 
new sources of revenue, more employment, a 
higher rate of wages, larger cultivated areas, a 
better water supply-in a word, the fruits of 
reason and modem science. . . . Anyone who 
has seen, as I have, the beautiful garden township 
of Tel-Aviv, or the fruitful groves of Rishon Le 
Zion, will need no further convincing. Here, out 
of the blistering desert, patience, industry and 
civilised intelligence have created green, smiling 
fields and vineyards and delicious shady groves, 
the home of thriving, happy, simple communities 
who, even if there had been no Balfour Declaration, 
would deserve the strong protection and the 
sympathies of free and enlightened people in every 
quarter of the globe." 

* * * 

MANY will not be disposed to agree with some of 
the conclusions arrived at by Mr. Churchill as 

to the immediate responsibility for the tragic events. 
If, as he eloquently says, "any appearance of lack of 
will-power on the part of the British Government or 
a lack of confidence in its mission, in those countries 
blows like a draught of air on the dull fierce embers," 
then the policy adopted by the Government of 
which he was a distinguished member, after the 
brutal attack on the Jews in 1921, was certainly a 
serious blunder. But all will readily agree with 
him that it is the future that must now be thought 
of, and that measures must be decided upon to pre
vent the recurrence of such sad events. It is 
encouraging, too, to hear from Mr. Churchill that the 
present Government is politically in a very strong 
position on the question of the Jewish National 
Home-the Labour Party being pledged of its own 
free will to make good the Balfour Declaration. 

THE death of Mr. Louis Marshall is a disa ter 
to world Jewry, as much as a blow to Ameri

can Jewry. He was one of the few central figures 
in J ewi h life. He was of the very limited numb r 
of Jews who commanded the respect of all sections 
of Jews in the United States, and who exercised an 
authoritative influence over Jews of all hades of 
opinion throughout the world. This respect and 
authority, not unmingled with deep affection, was 
due to qualities of distinction which easily made 
him a leader among men. A man of high intel
lectual attainments, an active personality in 
American life and politics, he was above all interested 
in raising the standard of Jewry and of Judaism. 
Though he belonged to a generation which looked 
upon Judaism as nothing more than a creed, and 
was surrounded by influences encouraging and 
emphasising that view, he was too big a man to 
accept such a narrow outlook. He visualised a 
Judaism of life as well as of creed, and he has him
self set an example of how to live and work for 
Jews in all countries and for a Judaism which 
includes all Jewish ideas and ideals, every form of 
Jewish learning and culture. His breadth of view, 
his intense love for the Jewish people, his vigorous 
mind and amazing energy, made him one of the 
most outstanding personalities in modern Jewish 
life. That he was drawn in the last few years 
towards the aims of Zionism was but proof of the 
catholicity of his mind and of his courage in facing 
realities. He realised the force of Zionism in Jewry, 
and grasped the vital import of Palestine for the Jew
ish future, which was his great concern. His death at 
this critical juncture in our history is a great blow : 
it leaves a gap in Jewish life. There is something 
symbolic, beautifully so, that his last great act 
should have been the sealing of the pact of Jewish 
unity through the Jewish Agency. His co-operation 
with the Zionist movement was all too brief. But 
within that short time, the first Chairman of the 
Council of the enlarged Jewish Agency gained not 
only the confidence, but the love, of all Zionists. 
His memory will live among the active forces in 
Jewish history. 

* * * 

THE Jewish National Fund Commission in 
Great Britain is to be congratulated on the 

rapid progress of the Fund. The ambitious plans 
to further the development of the Keren Kayemeth 
in Great Britain, as foreshadowed the other day, at 
the Bi-ennial Conference, is very commendable. 
A striking manifestation of the enterprising spirit 
of those at the head of the Fund in Great Britain 
is the reception which the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress are giving at the Mansion House on 
October 16th, on behalf of the Jewish National 
Fund. The Lord Mayor will preside, and Lord 
Melchett will present Alderman Sir Charles A. 
Bathe, Lord Mayor for 1927-28, with a certificate 
inscribing the names of the Guildhall, the Lord 
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Mayor, and the Sheriffs of the City of London in 
the Golden Book of the Jewish National Fund in 
Palestine, to commemorate the historic occasion of 
the banquet held in the Guildhall, in July, 1928, 
in aid of the Balfour Forest. It was a unique 
occasion in Anglo-Jewry and deserves a lasting 
commemoration. A letter of congratulation to the 
Lord Mayor of London, from the Mayor of Tel-Aviv, 
the all-Jewish City in Palestine, which is to be 
presented by _Major H. L. Nathan, M.P., is a fine 
gesture. 

* * * 

MANY happy returns to Dr. Victor Jacobson, who 
has just attained his sixtieth birthday. A 

former member of the Zionist Executive, Dr. Jacobson 
is now occupying the very responsible position of 
Zionist representative in Geneva. A man of wide 
culture, of polished manner and tact, he is a most like
able personality in Zionism. His eminent qualities were 
always at the disposal of die Zionist movement, of 
which he is a prominent figure and whose destinies 
he helped to guide. May his services to Zionism long 
continue. 

* * 

T HE extension of 1:he Jewish Agency for Palestine 
to include non-Zionists, whioh was finally rati

fied by the 16th Zionist Congiress, has been accepted 
by tihe vast majority of z ,ionists as something inev.it
able. It has been anticipated with mixed ,feelings, 
and ihas been represented on the one hand as a neces
sary evil, a pis aller, and on the other hand ais an 
entirely natural and welcome development. These two 
points of view aire only apparently contiradictory. We 
should all have been better pleased jf the Z.ionist idea 
had succeeded in gaining the unequivoOOJl adherence 
of all sections of the Jewish people, in which case no 
question of a com1paot between Zionists and non
Zionists could have arisen. But we may legitimately 
congratulate ourselves on what was accomplished at 
Zurich, and allow ourselves to forget that in an ideal 
condition of things that accomplishment would have 
been superfluous. It is, indeed, of the greatest im

portance that we should enter on the new phase of 

work in the spirit of those who have achieved a great 
triumph, and not m the spirit of those who make a 

virtue of necessity. 

• • • 

0 F the first meeting of the Council of the extended 
Jewish Agency, which took place at Zurich 

immediately after the Co~ress, it may be said at once 
that it has given us good reason to face ,the future in 
a mood of lbuoyant optimism. The meeting was sig
nally successful so far ai Zionists are concerned ; it has 
allayed apprehensions and established confidence. The 
harmony and unanimity of the plenary sessions, over 
which the late Mr. Marshall presided with admirable 
address and good humour, were in themselves gratifyG 
ing. But what i6 even more imporitant is the fact that 
the proceedings of the various Committees in which 
the real work was done were conducted th.rougihout in 

.a . pirit of mutual good will and helpfulness, with the 
result that all difficulties were satisfactorily overcome. 
It might easily have been otherwise, 1pairticularJy in 
the case of the Constitution Oommittee. As our readers 
are aware, the draft Constitution which was presented 
to the 16th Cong,ress-iitself the fruit of minute con• 

sideration and protrActed negotiations between the 
Zionist leaders and the Marshall group--was not found 
acceptable in every detail, and Congress demanded 
certain modifications as a oondition of i:ts .agreement to 
the extension of the Agency. These modifia:.tions may 
not have tot ohed anything vital in the draft; but if the 
non-Zionist representatives on the Constitution Com
mittee had approached tJheir work in an unaccom
modating frame of mind the whole scheme might have 
been wrecked or fur,ther postponed. In fact, the non
Zionists showed the greatest possible readines,s to meet 
reasonable Zionist requirements, and, after full and free 
discussion, the amendments demanded by Congcess 
were all accepted. It was obvious throughout the four 
days of the meeting, from the memorable speechos of 
the brilliant opening session to the impressive cere
mony of the signature of the agreement at the closing 
one, that our new partners were serious and whole• 
hearted in their desire to share in the work of rebuild
ing the National Home. 

• 

S o tar, then, the policy tenaciously pursued by the 
Zionist Executive for some years past, in the 

teetJ1 of .a vehement opposition, has been splendidly 
justified. Our new partners have come up to the 
expectations of ithe most sanguine among us. A good 
beginning has been made. Of cour e, it is only a 
beginning; the Agency Council was unable, in the 
time at it~ disposal, to go fully into the budget 
for the coming year, and accepted the budg et 
of £750,000 which Congres1s had passed after anuch 
labour and discussion. There can be no doubt, 
however, that before long every department of 
our work will feel the influence of the new alliance. For 
the present the Zionist Organisation retains its separate 
identity, and its responsibilities·-whioh are the respon
sibilities of each and every individual Zionist---are 
rather ,heightened th.an diminished by the acquisition of 
a partner who, while rea.dy hl contribute his own share, 
has every right to demand that there be no slaokening 
of effort in our side. The need is now greater than 
ever for discipline within the Zioni,st ranks, .for strenu• 
ous wo1k on behalf of the Keren Hayesod and the 
Keren K.ayemeth, and-last but by no means least
for unremitting activity in the fields of propaganda and 
educaition, which by common consent have received in
adequate attention during recent years. The Zionist 
Organisatiot1 mU1st still ,provide tJhe drJving force of the 
Palest,inian movement; only on that condition can the 
Jewish people and Palestine reap the full ,benefit of the 
historic act which was consummated at Ziiriah. 

* * * 

SJR BOYD MERRIMA ' ~.c., M.P., Viscou~t E~leigh, 
K.C., Mr. A. Davis, and Mr. S. A. Karmm ky, 

instructed by Me srs. Oppenheimer, Nathan and 
Vandyk, left London for Palestine t•.> represent the 
Jewish Agency before the Commis ion of Inquiry into 
the recent di turbances. 
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but because they .are deeply convinced of the signifi- there this inspiring opportunity. It would offer to 

cance and importance of the task .and believe that it 

realisation will tend to promote the progress and the 

peace of mankind, and to right a great historic wron~ , -I cannot believe that the greatest colonial Power in the 

world will fail when it is faced with the task of placing 

its unique colonising experience at the sen,ice of the 

reconstruction of the ancient home of the People of 

the Bible. The task may not' be an easy one for the 

Mandatory Power, but for the success it will attain It 

is assured of the undying gratitude not only of the Jews 

but of .all that is noblest in mankind.-Y ours, etc., 

A. EINSTBIN, 

Berlin, October 7th. 

THE TASK OF THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT. 

" THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN'S " 
COMMENT ON THE LETTER. 

T HE following striking leading article, commenting 

on Professor Einstein's letter, appeared in the 

same issue of the Manchester Guardian :-

'' Dr. Einstein has the kind of fame that makes men 

forget to which of the families of the human race he 

belongs. We do not think first of ewton as an 

Englishman, any more than we think first of Dante as 

an Italian or of Mozart as a German. We all know 

of Dr. Einstein, but he, like them, has served not one 

race or another but mankind. This gives a special 

power to the letter we print from him to-day pleading 

the cause of the people from whom, like so many of 

the thinkers and artists who have put the world in 

their debt, h~ takes his descent. It will be read with 

sympathy and deep feeling by all who have a natural 

inclination to understand the emotions he seeks to 

interpret. Over a great part of the world's surface the 

Jew is still a man under a cloud of contempt, suspicion, 

and dislike. The events in history that have brought 

about this calamity cannot be undone. The forces in 

social and national life that cause such unhappiness and 

tragedy cannot in all cases be controlled. The progress 

of civilisation has softeneq injustices and made the 

discords less cruel, but it has in its later development 

made the sense of homelessness perhaps even more 

acute by stressing the significance and the self-con

sciousness of the national State. To be homeless in 

the modern world means in this sense more than it 

meant in days when manneds were more cruel but 

nations were defined less sharply. 

" The Zionist movement offered to this sense of exile 
a new and comforting assurance. If it succeeded the 

Jew, wherever he lived, could think of his race as a 

race with a home, a home sacred for its memories and 

traditions, dignified by the spectacle that Jewish im

migrants would give of energetic co-operation, of new 

efforts after culture, of the spirit of good and sober 

citizenc;hip. Palestine would offer the Jews who went 

those scattered over the world with a sense of living 

in the cold, to which the Jew in certain countries i 

still born, a new self-re pect. This idea filled and ex

cited the minds of Jews, but not of Jews only, for no

body of imagination could regard the history and the 

emotions of the Jewish people as something in which 

the rest of the world had no part. From George Eliot 

to Lord Balfour there have been Englishmen and 

Englishwomen who felt about this dream as passion

ately as any member of the Jewish race. The Palestine 

State was created by this sympathy, by English states

ment hoping for success, an aspiration which they 

believed to be noble in itself, full of promise and hope 

for the world. 

"Dr. Einstein's letter should make the coldest reader 
understand that the future of the Palestine State is 

closely and inextricably associated with the happiness 

of the }«;_wish race. But it should make the coldest 

!·ea er understand that it is also inextricably associated 
with the self-respect of the British people. Many of 
the arrangements into which we entered ten years ago 
at the be 6lamed as selfish and graspingA 
The Palestine mandate was undertalcen as a solemn 

duty. Government has succeeded Government, but 

there has been no hesitation about the task we then 

accepted. We accepted it not in the belief that the 

creation of a home for the Jewish people was an ex

periment to be tried to-day and thrown over to-morrO\ , 

but in the sense that British statesmanship could lay 

the foundation of a stable, tolerant and progressive 

State. Has anything happened to discredit that view? 

The Jewish immigrants have done their part, l'r8 lit. 
~iA&&ie:i~·&, giving freely of their energy and wealth 

for the development of the land and the creation of 

civilising institutions. The task of the British Govern

ment, acting as the trustee of the League of Nations, 
) 

is to see that this State is governed justly and wisely, 

that life and property are safe, that all races receive 

justice, and that the traditions and memories of their 

religions and their customs are not wounded. This is 

the kind of task in which we have achieved some suc

cesses in other parts of the world. It demands 

qualities some of which, at any rate, the British people 

have proved themselves to possess as a governing 

people. The Government have made it clear that our 

policy remains fixed and unchanged. It is, indeed, 

difficult to understand how anybody could suggest that 

the recent disturbances should shake our determination 

to succeed in this task. We stand before the world 

pledged to it, we hold a commission from the League 

of Nations, we have given our word to the Jews, and 
on the strength of it they have made the efforts de

scribed by Dr. Einstein. It is not always wrong or 

always undignified for a nation to step back. On the 

contrary, it is right and it is dignified to step back 

when our duty to others demands it. But to step back 

from a task such as this because we find it difficult 

and think it may be expensive, on the ground that it is 

demanded by our duty to ourselves, would be an act 

of cowardice bringing upon us lasting shame." 
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TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE 
AT this grave and fateful moment, with our hearts 

fl. more than ever at one with Erez Israel, all our 
th'Oughts go out to the land and its Jewish men and 
women. 

Humbly we bow before our dead, before those who 
fell on the road of sacrifice that leads rtowards our sal
vation. Our deepest sympathy goes out to those whom 
bl.ind Jiu st of destruction has robbed of what the peaceful 
labour of years went to crearte. With our hearts filled 
w~th pride and gratitude, let us send a message of sym
pathy and encouragement to Olltt' brothers and sisters of 
the Yishuv. In the tragic days just experienced in 
Palestine, they bore the great and responsible burden of 
upholding the national home with courageous devotion 
and with a lofty and dignified fortitude that will never 
be forgotten. 

Spurred O'n iin face of the recent events by an over
whelming passion of pain, piity and indignation, the 
J ew.ish people the world over has been roused to com
mon feeLing and to determined action. 

The re pon e of the Yishuv in Erez Israel and of the 
Jewish world outside Palestine is not only a comfort 
and an inspiration. It also imposes upon us all a sacred 
oblligation. Ouir work must go on. It rests, as ever, 
in the hands of our faithful pioneers, and iis sustained 
by the love and devotion of the Jewish peop1e. We 
shall restore what has been destroyed; we shall will
ingly assist ithose wl10 have been driven from their 
homes and rendet1ed destitute. Wle shall demand full 
reparation for what brutie violence ha,s destroyed. But 
tlhis i.s not enough. Ou,r duty is to push on forthwith 
with the building of the Jewish National Horne with 
redoubled energy, with larger vision and with unswerv
ing purpose. 

We must prepare the way for a new and greater 
J,ewish immigration. Many thousands of Haluzim and 
Haluzoth, ready for labour and for sacrifice on behalf 
of our people, wait if!1patien-tly in alJ the lands of the 
Galuth for the summons to t'he land of Israel. We must 

work out and put into operation a greait: scheme of 
colonisation such as will strengthen the existing 
colon.ies, surround them with workers' settlements, and 
make it possible for thousands of Jewish workers to 
take root iin the soil of Palestine. 

Fellow Jews! Help Palestine Jewry by building the 
Jewish ational Home! Thi i what the Yishuv de
mands of us. This is the call with wh'ich we turn to the 
whole Jewish people, and particularly to all those who 
are identified with the cause of Zion. A month ago, 
at Zurich, world Jewry was united for Erez Israel in a 
spirit of courageous hopefulness. This union must now 
be sealed by the realisation of these common hopes in a 
manner worthy of the great r.esponsibility that rests 
upon us alil. 

Relief alone does not suffice. It is but a t mporary 
measurie. We must take up a,t once our work for the 
Keren Hayesod and the Keren Kayemeth, the founda
tions upon which we must build the Jewish atiooal 
Home. o sacrifice must be spared, no time must be 
lost, in order t•hat these two funds shall secure the means 
required for the new work. 

Fellow Jews, the eyes of E.rez Israel and of the whole 
world are upon us. Erez lsnael looks to us to show the 
deptih of our conviction in the histonc union of the 
peopl•e of Israel with the land of Israel. The world 
looks to us to demonstrate that we know how to use 
the rights secured to us in the Mandate by the League 
of Nations, in order to achieve a work of historic mag
nitude. Let us devote our united energies to the Jewish 
national rebirth, a ~birth which will make for the peace 
and the progress of Jewry and of the whole of 
humanity. 

London. 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

CHAIM WEIZMANN, Presiden,t. 
MELCHETT, Chairman of the Council. 

eptember, 1929. 
EJJul, 5689. 

THE PALESTINE OUTBREAK AND JEWISH PSYCHOLOGY 
By BEN MOWSHA Y 

A POST-MORTEM examination is always a gruesome 
task even to the accustomed physician and the 

hardened surgeon ; it is rendered tolerable only because 
of the good which may be derived from it for the living. 
Even to " peep and botanise upon a mother's grave ,. 
may be a useful, if seemingly callous, proceeding
justified by the enlivening blooms which may be plucked 
even from the sorrows of death. It is in this spirit 
that we who lament with our weeping motherland for 
the grievous misfortune which lately overwhelmed her 
must ponder its several aspects. " How,,, let us ask 
ourselves, '' did the Jewries of the world react to the 
shock of the tidings of the Palestine pogroms? " 

The reverberating clash of the storm was everywhere 
accompanied by illuminating flashes lighting up at 
once the brightness of Jewish strength and the 
shadows of weakness, presenting to us vivid, stark 
pictures of contrast. 

To tho e who have been in close contact with the 
concerns of the Agency or the cares of the Zionist 
Organisation the outbreak crune as no surprise ; pain
ful though the actual realisation of tragic happenings 
long foreboded .necessarily became, the blow proved not 
a shattering one; after the first reeling under its im
mensity the guardians of Israel were-Jet us be pro-

foundly and everlastingly grateful-seen to be neither 
~lumbering nor Jeeping. cattcred far and wide, dis
per cd for a well-earned rest after the gigantic labour 
of the birth of the Agency and the deliberations of Con
gre , not a moment was lost in re-a sembling all those 
whose position in the Jew~ h communities or status in 
the world of non-Jewry entitled and obliged them to 
think deeply, speak firmly and act boldly. The crisis 
was surmounted by the Agency acting in the closest 
co-operation with the Zionist Organisation; its 
handling was the first great task to which the new 
order wa called upon to apply itself. It seemed an 
omen of good cheer ; for do not '' they who sow in 
tears reap in joy , , ? 

The imperative necessities of the present catastrophe 
were instantly recognised and the appropriate measures 
for the relief of the victims in Palestine inaugurated, 
meeting with a ready response in Europe, America and 
in all the far-flung communities of the globe. Rightly 
recognising that Providence helps those who help 
them elve , they did not pause to await possible aid 
from the British or Palestine Governments; the Jewish 
leaders shouldered without hesitation the burden of 
immediate financial relief on behalf of Jewry, confident 
that Jewry would notfail in its support. Jews who 
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1
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I abbi ► i h·1•r ha: li1•1•11 a,k •d to 
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hr .Jnliu.· Hl:--t'll\\Hltl rr('ll 

I olJa r P rizt• f<... .. a, < '011• 

'111 • J• 11 ut· • of . \ i°lH•rit·,rn 



OPE ING OF LECT HE SERIE THIS \IONDAY 

PROF. E. A. ROT'T 
of th 

IVERSITY OF TOHO TO 
I atnous PsychologL t a1 d _ uthor 
, ·ill o;!:...1 ti, , rie >f l\fonday hveninJt 

L c!Ure at the Tempi 

on 

"I rl ROJ) CTIO '"fO 
PS '"CJ IOLOG)'. 

Monday E, cning, o, cn1ber 4 
8 P. M. 

This , ill he th fir t of a ·erie of ev n popular 1 -ctu , to he iiv n durin~ 
the month of November and Decemhe, on successive ;\Jonday venin~s on 
the YitaJ problem of p 'rcholo~s. Som of the greate t think r in thi fii Id 
in America , •ill participate in thi cour e. 
Thi cour e ""'·ill be folJm,.·ed h • a second cour • _ of ev n le tur • n "( ,re· t 
Book ,·hid~ hav I:nfluenced Weste:rn Ci,·ilization". 

eason Tickets 
3.00 

First Course Tickets 
$2.00 

Single dmission 
35 Cent 

Temple Men's Club Opening Meeting of the ScaL~ on 

MA RICE SA EI., 
who has just returned from Pale tine where he wa, an eye

witness of the riot which took place wiU peak on 

'WHAT HAPPE ED I PAI ESTI E' 
\Vednesday Evening No ember 6th 1929 

fr. Samuel is ell known as no eli 't, publici ·t and orator 
of unu ual ability. 

Thi meeting will be Ladie ight. Dinner will be rved at 6:30 P. M. 
in Mahler Hall. The dinn r i free to all paid up member of the Men' 
Club. Such member need purcha e ticket onl for the ladie whom the 1 

will bring. Member mu t ad i e the Temple office not later than Tue da ·, 
ovember 5th jf they wm attend. 
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The Jewish artist may be centuries old 
but he is creating consciously only in the 
last half century or less as a Jew. When 
he comes to depend upon his own 
background for his material he will as
suredly make use of the inspiration the 
Bible and Jewish history afford him. 
Glicenstein is thus a pioneer in the field, 
a worthy pioneer, we need hardly add. 
He will have his followers. 

MYTHS IN PALESTINE 
Writing in the Nation of Oct. 16th, 

1929, under the title "Myths in Pale
stine," William Zukerman, a well 
known newspaper man in both con
tinents who is familiar with the situa
tion in Palestine and with the policies 
of the English government in the Holy 
Land has many interesting things to 
say about Jew, Ar~b and Englishman 

, and their mutual relations. Mr. Zuker
man's summing up of the situation 
throws a glaring light on the dubious 
policies of the London and Palestine 
governments and shows clearly that for 
the last ten years the London govern
ment misled and deceived the Jew and 
turned the Balfour Declaration into a 
scrap of paper. 

Here is what Mr. William Zukerman 
has to say on the subject: 

That the Wailing Wall should have 
become the center of the controversy in 
Palestine is one of the greatest ironies 
of fate. Modern Jews are, as a people, 
probably the most advanced in religious 
thought, and are less than any other 
people in the world dominated by 
church dogmas. Zionism, it is true, has 
somewhat revived old religious dogmas 
by giving them a new Nationalistic lus
ter, but even at that, most of the young 
Zionist pioneers going out to Palestint 
are Socialists and freethinkers, and do 
not care a bang about a few old stones 
in a dirty Arab alley in Jerusalem. 
Even the orthodox rabbis are not 

pleased with the attempt at the deifica
tion of the Wall. They rightly con
tend that this is but another form of 
idolatry, which the Jewish religion has 
opposed for centuries, and is strictly 
prohibited by sacred law. In fact, the 
entire controversy smacks so much of 
medievalism that no section of Jewish 
society except some fanatics from East
ern Galicia, living in an atmosphere of 
the fifteenth century, or some equally 
fanatic militant Zionist revisionists 
takes it serious} y. Yet this legend of a 
Jewish Most Holy Place obscures the 
entire Palestine situation, distorts the 
Jewish side of the question, and is very 
likely to bring much mischief in the 
future. 

Still ,graver is the danger emanating 
from the other myth, that of the Jew
ish National Home, for this is a more 
modern. figment in which the entire non
Jewish and even part of the Jewish 
world still believes. If the latest tragedy 
in. Palestine accomplishes nothing else, 
it ought at least to prick the bubble of 
this illusion. 

During the past few years Jewish 
public opinion the world over has been 
grievously disappointed to find that the 
Balfour Declaration has been relegated 
to the museum for famous scraps of 
paper and that the Jewish National 
Home is but a fiction. 

This disappointment has long since 
passed the stage of vague dissatisfaction 
and general displeasure with govern
ment action which a restless people like 
the Eastern Jews are al ways bound to 
experience. The Jewish grievances 
about the National Home have been 
quite definitely formulated and stated. 
Of late, Jewish newspapers the world 
over have published long lists of specific 
wrongs committed against the "Yish
ub," i.e., the Jewish settlement in Pales
tine, and these wrongs have been the 
subject of several Zionist world con-
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gresses. st Congres which took 
place at Zu • ch in Aug , passed almost 
entirely • the shad'ow which these 
grieva es and disappointments have 
cast on the Zionist movement. 

The specific grievaru:es which have 
led the Jews to their present doubts 
about the National Home in Palestine 
can be grouped under the following 
headings: 

1. The British land policy in Pales
tine. This policy has been to distribute 
whatever free crown land there was in 
Palestine to the Arabs only. The Jews 
have not received an inch of free land 
for colonization purposes. They have 
had to buy, and pay dearly for, every 
acre that they are cultivating. Even if 

- --- Palestine was not to be a Jewish Na
tional Homeland, the Palestine Jews 

• were entitled to one-fifth of the free 
t'J'~-r . land. They received nothing. 
1/ 2. The immigration policy. Jewish 

immigration into Palesti.ne is restricted 
more than into the United States under 
the quota. Not only are Jews kept out 
of their National Home, but they are 
being deported just as other aliens if 
their political behavior or opinions do 
not happen to be approved by the ad
ministration. 

3. The system of unequal taxation 
under which the Jews pay practically 1 all the taxes of the country. 7 

4. The failure of the administra
tion to employ Jews on public works 
in Palestine. 

5. The failure of the Palestine ad
ministration to subsidize sufficiently the 
Jewish educational and health institu
tions. Although the Jews are the 
heaviest taxpayers in Palestine, they are 
in addition called upon to support 
largely their own schools, hospitals, and 
clinics. 

6. The failure to engage Jews pro
portionately in the police and in the 
military defense of the country. The 
proportion of Jews in defense forces is 

✓-_J,I'~\&\ 

far below the proportion of their popu
lation. 

7. Above all, the supercilious, snob
bish, and even downright anti-Semitic 
treatment which the Jewish population 
receives from the British officials of the 
Palestine administration. In their Na
tional Home Jews are being treated as 
if they were natives of some East-Afri
can colony-a treatment to which Jews 
are not at all accustomed. For even in 
the lands of their worst persecution the 
Jews were only bated. They were sel
dom looked down upon. 

These comglaints have even reached 
the House of . Commons. In a debate 
last April Commander Kenworthy 
said: 

For some nine years the Conserva
tive Party as been hostile to the de
clared polic of successive British gov
ernments i Palestine . . . The .flower of 
the Conser ative Party was anti-Semitic 
with reg d to Palestine.-Hansard, 
April 20 1929. 

In the course of the same debate 
kolonel Wedgwood said: 

No one could conceive a more unjust 
taxation than prevails in that country 
(Palestine) today. It is directed directly 
against the Jews . . . The Jews have to 
pay ten times more on their property 
than other people pay on similar prop
erties ... The Jews pay nearly all the 
taxation at present . . . The land in 
Palestine is locked up. At the present 
time the effendis own hundreds of thou
sands of acres of land, and keep it idle. 
They do not use it; they pay no taxes 
whatever, and charge the unfortunate 
Jewish settlers £20 an acre for abso
lutely raw land that I could get in South 
Africa for £ 1 an acre . . . The Zionist 
organization pays for the education of 
the Jews, the immigration of the Jews, 
research stations, buys the land, and 
does all the colonization work which 
in normal countries is done by the gov
ernment, and the British officials regard 
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the care of the Jews, the development 
of their settlements, their education, and 
their health as matters which do not 
concern the government . . . If you 
look through the last report on the 
Palestinian administration, and for 
1927, you will find long descriptions 
of the excellent work done by the Brit
ish administrators in regard to health, 
education, research, and so on-all 
done for the Arabs. There is not one 
word of what they have done for the 
Jews.-Hansard, April 30, 1929. 

, _ __ This was said in the House of Com-
mons. The Zionist Congress at Zurich 
heard complaints more pitiful: "It was 
easier for a Jew to get into Moscow 
under the Czars than it is for him to 
get into the Je1Vish National Home 
now." The v~eran Zionist leader, 
M. Ussishkin, m • de a plea, not that the 
Jews, like the hrabs, sbo,uld be given 
free crown land I in Palestine,, but - that 
the government hould at least regulate 
the speculative rices whi,ch the Jews 
are being charg d for this land. The 
employment of Jews on public works 
in Palestine wa graphically illustrated 
by the report f the Zionist-Socialists, 
that on July 1 four Jewish workmen 
were engaged n the construction of 
new Haifa ha bor. There were 400 
Arabs workin on the same job at that 
time. 

Loudest of 11, and directly prophetic 
of the comin tragedy, were the com
plaints voiced at the congress concern
ing the defen of the Jewish National 

. Home. Jerusa em, though it has a popu
,.lation 60 pe cent Jewish, bad only a 
dozen Jewis policemen. The Trans
Jordan force which is designed to pro
tect Palestine from invasions of Bedouin 
Arabs aero the frontier, has 677 
Arabs, and 7 Jews. And this after 
the English troops had for reasons of 
economy be removed from the coun
try, though the Jews had repeatedly 
warned the authorities of the coming 

danger and had begged for protection. 
The plain facts of the case show not 

only that the Balfour Declaration has 
not given the Jews any special priv
ileges in Palestine. but that its existence 
has decidedly prejudiced the minds, not 
only of the Arab leaders, but also of 
the British officials, against the Jews. 

Nor can it be said that the Palestine 
administration was the only one guilty 
of such an attitude. It is possible that 
a friendly Jewish National Home at 
f1 strategic point in the Near East would 
serve well the interests of Great Britain 
if it were already in existence. But such 
a home is not there yet, and the estalt
lishment of one seems to clash with the 
larger imperial British interests. To 
Great Britain Palestine must always re
main a part of the greater Arab and 
Mohammedan world which she cannot 
afford to antago,nize for the sake of the 
Jews or of some future benefit from a 
Jewish National Home. In her dealings 
with J ew and Arab, England will nec
essarily incline to favor the Arab, not 
the Jew. To quote Commander Ken
worthy, speaking in the British House 
of Commons, the Balfour Declaration 
has, during the last ten years, given the 
Jews the privilege of raising £10,000,-
000 in hard cash, and put it into our 
Mandated territory ( also to) pick their 
finest of the young ~en and girls in their 
teens and early twenties, physically 
strong, well educat,d, to go out as pio
neers to drain th~ swamps, ~ .ild the 
roads, cultivate the country, and trans
form the whole face of the Mandated 
area.-Hansard, April 30, I 929. 

Such "privileges" the Jews would 
doubtless get without a Declaration and 
without the promise of a National 
Home, anywhere in the world where 
there is waste lanB to be cultivated. In 
Russia, where the Jews had no decora
tive promise of a National Home, 23,-
000 Jewish families have been settled 
on the land in die last five years, and 



86 tfHE REFLEX 

they have received from the government 
about a million acres of free fertile land 
in southern Russia and Crimea, apart 
from almost seven million acres in east
ern Siberia. 

To assume, then, that the special 
privileges which the Jews received be
cause of the National Home led to the 
catastrophe in Palestine is to make the 
greatest error in the evaluation of this 
sorry business. All evidence on band 
now shows that this was not a spon
taneous outburst of the Arab people, 
but a well-organized plot carefully 
planned by Arab politicians and by the 
reactionary Supreme Moslem Council, 
who used a glittering, meaningless 
political myth, as they used a 
similar religious pretext, to incite a 
fanatical Eastern populace against the 
introduction of Western civilization in 
general and against British rule in par
ticular. The Palestine administration 
with its superciliousness and ill-dis
guised anti-Jewish attitude has unwit
tingly or knowingly aided and abetted 
this agitation, and has emboldened these 
people to do things which they would 
never have dared to do had they known 
that they would meet with a resolute 
opposition on the part of the govern
ment. 

Unfortunately, even a certain section 
of the Zionists unwittingly played into 
the hands of these plotters with their 
naive blabber about a Jewish state, a 
Jewish majority, and other phrases de
duced from the Balfour Declaration. In 
general the Zionist policy of identifying 
Zionism with the imperial British in
terests and of relying almost exclusively 
upon British troops for protection has 
been a great mistake. Imperial interests 
are very fickle, and in the twentieth cen
tury new colonization enterprises are 

not conducted with the aid of garrisons. 
Nor is it at all necessary for the Jews 
in Palestine to have recourse to force, 
British or any other. Their movement 
is one of peace so obviously in the 
interest of the native population that 
it can well afford to appeal to the Arab 
people even above the heads of their 
reactionary leaders. The Arab popula
tion in Palestine has admittedly gained 
much from Jewish immigration into 
Palestine. The Jews have not taken 
away Arab land. They have colonized 
desert country at their own expense: 
they have built colonies and cities: they 
have drained marshes. introduced sani
tation, built roads, started to electrify 
the country; have begun industry, and 
established hospitals, clinics, and schools 
of learning open to all. All this has 
had a directly beneficial effect on the 
health,, culture, and standard of living 
of the Arabs. Arab mortality has gone 
down: the Arab birth-rate has gone 
up. Palestine has progressed more in 
the last 'ten years since the war, as a 
result of Jewish immigration, than for 
centuries before. With a record of this 
kind why should the Jews not have 
turned to the Arabs for an alliance in
stead of antagonizing them for the sake 
of meaningless, glittering myths which 
yield nothing to themselves, prejudice 
the minds of many people against them 
as against lackeys of imperialism, dis
please even those whose policy they' 
~m to serve, and convert a highly con
structive, humanitarian movement into 
one of politics and religious prejudices 7 
The obvious lesson of the tragedy is 
that not only the Palestine administra
tion, but Zionism too needs to revise its 
policy to a considerable extent if catas
trophies of this kind are to be avoided 
in the future. 




