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ANl ABSTRACT OF THE ADDRESS ON
"THE PRESENT SITUATION IN PALRSTINE"

LDELIVERED AD
THR

TEMPLE,
m.:wnhr 34, 1929
RABBI ABBA MILLEL SILVER

The outstanding problem which the recent riots in Palestine
present is that of the future relations between the Arabs and Jews. The
riots must have convinced aven ths most famatis of Arad propagandists that
the Palestinian Jews can not be intimidated and that the Jews of the world
will not retreat from the historic task of establishing the Jewlsh Homeland
in Palestine by any display of forea. It is also clear that the Arabs will
not retire from Palestine, for it is their lomeland too. A way of reconsili-
stion and peace must therefore be found which will maks it possible for
both /Arabs and Jews to work together for their common homeland.

The Mandatory Government of Palestine should take the
initiative in finding the way to & Jewisheirab sscord. In the past its
policy was based on the old colonial tredition of maintaining a balance
of power between two contending fagtions. T™is has praved fatal to Arab-
Jewish relationships. The Palestinian Government has ms yst dome nothing
of a constructive nature to persuade the Zionists that it is in earnest
about assisting in the wpbuilding of the Jewish Homelani or the Arabs,
that 1t means fully to protect their mational rights. With the result
that both Jews and Arabs in Palestine are suspicious of the govermment
and of each other, :

It is possible and feasible to develop the Jewish National
Honoland in Palestine in such a political form as will recognise the existence
of two nations in the one territery. Switserland and Canada are cases in
point, The Arabs can dovelop thelr mational 1ife in Palestine sids by
side with the Jews. '




Unfortunately the Arabs have been misled by politisal
mmummmnumhhmumumm.
The Jewish people which for centuries has known the tragedy of national
homelessness i3 the last to wish to deprive any people of its heme.
Certainly the religious fears which wers incited mong the Arabs that
thlmﬂﬁlhmunhﬂm#thhﬂuhﬁ;phﬂlﬂl
fantastically unreal. The Jews respect the religlous sanctities of all
peoplesn. They aslkc from others only the same respect for their sanctities.
The Jews have had an immemorial right to worship undisturbed at the
Vestern Tall, Even under the old Turicish regime this right was not
denied them. They claim mo more than this right today. It should be
_mmhummnmnmww:mhmm
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Sepulchre by Christians. It is 20t a holy shrine, Only the interference
ma the wpardonable insolence of certaln Arab fanstics have made of the
wmmmmummummmamﬂmm

The Jews in Palestine today possess no rights which the
Arabs do mot, The Ared wnder the Mendate is free to develop his owmn
mltnrﬂ,unnmmmminmuththn'mlhwm

The Jews have received no grants of fres land from the
government. They have had to buy overy foot of ground sad pay well for it.
mum.lmm-mmmmmmru
generations and centuries. mmmu-muummm
of new Jowish settlers to emizrats frou Palestines, Palestine is st41l a
mhuﬂmm. The Jews have brought a large measure of
prosperity to the countyy in which the Arab fully shares. The wages mnd
standard of 1iviag of the Arab workingsen have risen as a result of the
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coming of new industry snd of Jewish workingmen, This economic fact,
wmw.umh-uwm:-mmmw_u

the Avab Affenddls to Zlomism. They had been fres to exploit the workingmen
of thair om race shamefully until the coming of the Zionists. The Jows
have established hospitals and clinics throughout the country which, in
every instance, are open to Avad, Christisn, and Jew alike. They have
introduced the standards of Testern civilisation in & besloard and
neglecled lend.

It 1s inconceiveable that the sober judgnent of the Arad
pecple will not ia the long rum prevall, They must come to sees in the
advent of the Jews who go te Palestine not to exploit, but to rebuild,
frimds and co-worimrs sager to join hands with them in the great task
of building wp a common Fpthewland,































































